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Tue absence of any admnstrdtive necessity for the sbformation, 
the want of the ,needfub official machinery for collectmg details and 
compiling statistics, and, at the same tue, the excellence of Maclean’s 
Guide to Bombay were considered reasons enough for excludmg the 
Town and Icland of Bombay from the Gazetteer senes of Distmet 
Statistical Accounts. 

Nearly three years ago the Secretary of State expressed the wish 
that a Statatieal Account of the Town and Island of Bombay should 
he prepared. A scheme was diawn up, and, m anticipation of sanbtion, 
ci small establishment was engaged, and the necessary preliminary 
exammation of the Secretanat Records was begun. The preparation of 
anv suitable account of the Town and Island of Bombay mmplies the 
engs sement of a large and highly paid sp: bial staff. Objections which 
could not be overcome were raised to the scale and the cost of the 
proposed scheme, The undertakmg ,had to he abandoned, Meanwhile 
the small staff at wok on the Secretaiat Records had extracted and 
arxangcd a mass of materials. 

The issue of these notes in printed form is due to the consideration 
uf the Government of Bombay, who were unwilling to see wasted the 
wok and pay spent on this preliminary to any suitable official account 
of Bombay These present nfaterials are cf necessity rough and 
disconnected. From the Jarge number of missing important papers, 
they ae also fragmentary Fiunther to some extent they repeat papers 
aligady pubhshed in Mr, Fourest’s carefully chosen Selections. Still the 
mipute and intelhgent care with which, as formerly in preparing the 
Gazetteer Land Administration Chapters, Mr. Krishnarao Narsinh has 
‘xamaned the Records, bas I believe secured the merit of accuracy and 

such completeness as the state of the Secretariat Records allows, 

‘The Chapters on Zrade, Capital, and Justice have been revised and 

‘pared for the press by Mr. A. M. T. Jackson, I.C.8., and on all 

‘nts connected with Portuguese names and histoyy ready help 

3 been received from Dr. Gerson Da Cunha, A 

For the benefit. of a future Compiler the scheme for the Statistical 

bount of Bombay for which funds have not been found available, as 
\ as a list of important papers not available in Bombay but 
wed to be available at the India Officein London, are prmted as 
Kppendis, 


[Bombay Customs House,) J, M. CAMPBELL, 
to September 1893. § Collector of Bombay. 
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‘CHAPTER I. 


HISTORY. 
Acquisition to Union of Companies, 1661-1708. 


THE following papers giving details regarding the Marriage Treaty 
between King Charles II. and the Infanta of Portugal concluded 
the 23rd June 1661 and the hindrances thrown in the way of the 
British acquisition of the island of Bombaf are extracted from the 
Bombay Secretariat Records.1 The copies were obtained in Septem- 
ber 1794 by one Miquel de Lima e Souza of Bombay from folio 340 
of the Manuscript Library of the Secietary of State at Goa.? 


Treaty between the Mos Serenesand the Most Potent Kings 
Affonso VI. of Povtugal and Charles IJ. of Great Britain, 
of the most strict peace Letween orte and the other kings and 
piineipally of the marriage which shall be celebrated between the 
Most Serene King of Great Britain and the Most Serene Princess 
Infanta of Portugal made and concluded by His Excellency the Most 
Noble Francisco de Mello, Count da Ponte, His Majesty’s Ambassador 
Extraordinary, for and on behalf of the King of Portugal and the most 
noble and illustrious gentlemen, Edward Harl of Clarendon, High 
Chancellor of England ; George Duke of Albemarle, Master of Horse 
to the King and Captain General of the Armies of Great Britain and 
Ireland ; Thomas Earl of Southampton, High Treasurer of England ; 


—$— 


1 Foreign Powers Treaty Volume 39 of 1796 and Secret and Political Diary 58 of 
1796, 1726-1767 Forrest’s Selections, Home Series, II, 367-374. A postscript toa 
Bombay Govermment letter to the Governor General in Council of the 3rdeOctober 
1796 in Bombay Government Diary of 7th October 1796, shows that these papers 
were procured from the Goa Archives in 1796 in connection with an appfication of 
the Portuguese Government to appoint a Portuguese Consul-Gertral in Bombay. 
Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1704-05 and 1709. 

2 The chef Enghsh references to Bombay between their establishment in Surat in 
1612, and the cession of the island of Bombay by the Portuguese m 1661, are: In 
1626 the Court of Duectors propose that the Company should take Bombay (Bruae’s 
Annals, I, 273) Apparently in consequence of this proposal in 1626 the English in 
Surat suggested to the Dutch that they should jom in taking Bombay and should 
divide 1t (Bruce’s Annals, I, 273). Accordingly in October 1626 a joint force of Dutch 
and English landed on Bombay and burned the Great House or Cagtle but withdrew 
without any attempt to retain possession. (Details of this expedition and copies of 
David Davies’ Sketch Map of Bombay Harbour (1626) are given in Sir G Birdwood’s 
Report on the Old Records of the India Office (1891), 214-215, and with local identi. 
fications in Douglas’ Book of Bombay, I. 37-40), Im 1640 Bombay is mentioned (Bruce’s 
Annals, I. 366) as the best place on the West Indian Coast, In 1652 the Surat Council 
recommended that Bombay and Bassem should be bought from the Portuguesa. 
Bruce’s Annals, I, 472, 
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Chapter Jemes Duke of Ormond, Steward of the King’s Household ; Edward 
Histor Earl 0% Manchester, Chamberlain of the King’s Houscheld ; Edward 
; o Nicolas and William Moryis KnightS of thetGolden Order, both First 
Marriage Treaty, Secretaries of the King and Commissaries on the partef the King: 
28rd June 1661, wise ° 
of Great Britain : 


Whereas after having duly considered and deliberated upon every 
particular it was mutually agreed between the Most Serene and 
Potent Affonso, by the Grace of God King of Portugal and of the 
Algarves, and Charles, by the same Grace of “God King of 
Great Britain France and Ircland, That the Most Serene and 
the Most Potent King of Great Britain shall, with the utmost 
expedition that the completing of so greab a business will admit 
of, espouse the Most Excellent Princess the Lady Catharina Infanta 
of Portugal in order at the same time to establish a more solid and 
durable peace between the two Crowns and promote the mutual 
interest of the people of both nations, as it will henceforth behove 
each of them to consult the advantage of the other, no less than if 
they were immediately its own, it is hereby covenanted and 
concluded : 


1. That all Treaties made to this time between Portugal and 
Great Britain shall be ratified and confirmed in every particular 
and to all interests and shall, by this present Treaty, receive so equal 
aforce virtue and validity® as if special mention were or should 
have been made of every and each articlesword for word therein 
respectively contained. 


2. The King of Portugal with the assent and advice of his 
Council gives, transfers, grants and confirms, by these presents, to 
the King of Great Britain, his heirs and successors for ever, the City 
and Castle of Tangier with all its rights, profits, territories and 
appurtenances whatever together with the revenue and income, the 
direct, full, and absolute dominion and sovereignty of that city and 
fortress, and the aforesaid territories, with all their royalties, freely 
entirely and absolutely, and also covenants and promises that 
the full and peaceable possession shal] be given of the said city 
and fort and other premises with all possible expedition, and that 
the same shall be freely and effectually delivered to the King of 
Greaé Britain for his use in purstiance of this cession. And it is 
agreed that as soon as this Treaty shall be signed by the King of 
Great Britain and the contract of marriage between the said King 
and the Lady Infanta shall take place according to the terms of 
this Treaty, the said King shall send to Lisbon five ships of war or 
as many as he shall judge proper, which shall there receive directions 
to sail for the port of Tangier and to remain there, both’ for the- 
purpose of transporting the troops,and securing the place: And as 
soon as the Governor of that place shall have made known that 
he has executed the directions of the King of Portugal concerning 
the delivery of the same place, and the said Treaty be ratified and 
confirmed by the King of Portugal, the King of England shall be 
acquainted with the greatest expedition possible: When the King of 
Great Britain shall immediately send to the port of Lisbon a 
squadron or fleet of twelve ships of war which within four or five 
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days after its arival there, shall receive orders to go and _recejve 
and take possession of the City and Fort of Tangier with all other 
premises thereunto belogging dor the use of the King of Great 
Buitain whyh eity with its fort teriitouds and other picmises shall 
be ceded to, and 1enlam under, the absolute dlomapion and sover- 
cignty as well asin the possession of the King of Great ,Buitain, 
jus hems and suecessors, and become annentd to his Tnnperial Crown 
tor ever , 

3. That all the military and other imhabitants of tho afurcsaid 
City and Foit of Taugiei, or as many of them as shall choose tuo 
remaim and reside there, shall be tieated on the most friendly fodt- 
ing. ‘The flee exercise of the Roman Catholic Religion shall be 
permitted to them, and in all civil matters they shall obey the 
King of Gieat Britain as his subjects living mm the dominion 
of the sad Kiny of Great Britain. And they shall be ruled and 
governed by the same faws and customs as have hitherto been used 
and approved in the aforesaid town and castle. But should any 
soldiers or other inhabitants of whatever condition they may be 
choose to return to Poitugal, they shall sel? and dispose of all their 
estates aud effects, and be then transported to Portugal for which 
purpose the King of Great Britain shall afford them ships whenever 
they may ask fur them, together with such train of artillery and 
cannon as may without detriment ke sparcd from tho Fout of 
Tangier. 7 , 

4 As soun as the city of Tangier with its forts and territorics 
shall (in pursuance of this Treaty and the date of its transfer and 
absolute duminion to the King of Gieat Britain) have been effectually 
dehyered for the use and possession of the said King of Great 
Buitain, the fleet shall return to Lisbon and there the Lady 
Tufanta shall be received on board the flagship with such tokens 
of joy and manifestations of respect and such other formalities as 
become the high rank and dignity of her person. 

5. The King of Portugal promises and binds lumself by these 
presents to give to the King of England as a dowry with the said 
Lady Intanta two milhons’of crowns or Portugucse crusados, of 
which one-half shall be laden on board of the said flect before the 
Princess herself, and the said half or so large a portion of it as may 


consist of money shall forthwith be delivered (to be carried After.” 


wards to arcount) to such persons as the King of Great Britain 
shall depute to receive the same in his name and for hi8 proper use: 
But such portion of the above half, so embarked on board of the 
fleet. as shall consist of jewel» sugar and other merchandise, shall 
not be carried to the account of the King of Great Britain, but shail 
Le imported into the river Thames, to be delivered to those persons 
whom the King of Portugal shall authorize to receive. And these 
persons shall be obliged, and the King of Portugal doth covenant 
and bind himself for the payment, that these persons shall really 
and truly make within two months after that part shall have been 
delivered to them, effectually accounting and paying the said King 
of Great Britain the full and entire value of the same in English 
moncy a» agiecd upon, In regard to the other half of the dowry 
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am@inting to one million of Portuguese crusados, the King of 
Portugal obliges himself to pay within the space of one year from 
the time of the Princess’ arrival in England, that is to say, in two 
instalments, the one withuf six months next following and the other 
within the term pf the said year, both payments to be made jn the 
city of London out of the produce-of the jewels and other mer- 


- chandise to be transported on board the ships of the said King of 


Great eBritain as aforesaid, and such portion of this half ag shall 
consist hereof shall be imported into England and delivered to those 
persons whom the King of Portugal shall depute to receive, and 
these persons shall be obliged as above mentioned to account for 
and pay to the King of England the full and entire value thereof 
in English money. - “ 

6. From the time that the Most Serene Infanta shal] have been 
received on board the Royal Fleet the said Lady together with all 
her retinue shall be transported to England at the expense and 
charges of the Most Serene Lord the King of Great Britain who, as 
soon as he shall be apprised of this most desirable news of Her 
Majesty’s arrival in EngBund, shall hasten with all possible expedi-, 
tion to receive her, and her reception shall be attended with all those 
marks and demonstrations of affection corresponding to the dignity 
of so great a personage and His Majesty’s wish. And at this time the 
instrument of marriage shall be publicly recited to which both the 
Lord King and Lady Infanta Shall porsonally give their assent, and 
every thing else that can be made for the greater solemnization and 
completion of the above, shall be done in such a manner as to answer 
the wish and expectation of the most Serene King of Portugal. 

?. It is also covenanted that the Most Serene Queen of Creat. 
Britain and her family (or her household) shall be permitted the 
free exercise of the Roman Catholic religion. Yor this purpose in all 
the palaces or réyal houses in which it may please Her Majesty at 
any time to reside, she shall have a chapel or other place particularly 
destined for such use (and this at allevents) in the same manner 
as it was formerly allowed the Queen Dowager and shall have with 
her that number of chaplains and eccleséasties the said Queen had, 
with the same privileges and immunities. Besides this the King of 
Great Britain promises that he shall neither offer his espoused any 
molestetion in matters of religion and conscience, nor suffer any 
person whatever to do so. 5 


8. That the King of Great Britain shall, within the space of 
one year after the Queen’s arrival in England, assign and secure 
to her, as a nuptial gift and jointure, thirty thousand pounds a 
year of English money, as also a palace or a royal house at least 
wherein Her Majesty may reside and dwell, which shall be fitted 
out and furnished in a manner suitable to her dignity, and of which 


she shall have fhe use during her life in case she should survive her 
royal consort. ' 


9. That Her Majesty’s family or household shall be ordered and 
settled from the time of her arrival in England, and shall be composed 
of such number of officers and domestics as become her dignity, and 
in the same manner as the Qucen Dowager had. 


ERRATA. 


Page 87, note 1, for No details read Such detarls as, 

Page 87, note 1, after »eferred to read are given below at page 437. 

Page 146, line 17, for perhaps Mohopdau above Panvel read Mohopanth or the Mulse 
Channel and sce details below at page 439. 

Page 227, line 17, for Khdi Shao read Khdrbao. 

Page 280, note 4, for Feb, read Sepi, 

Page 280, note 5, after 1751 read , $7, 

Page 231, hne 1, for French War (1744 to 1808) oad French War (1744) to 1808. 

Page 286, in the margin, for 1774 vead 1747. 5 

Page 337, against Bombay Coolies, under Batty, for 62-8 read 55~S. 

Page 439, note 5.2. In asserting the absence of connection betwoen Butcher's Island 
and watermelons anether passage in Fryer's New Account was overlooked, At 
page 76 Fryer says ‘ The Putachoes, a garden of melons, wee there not wild rats 
that hinder their growth.’ This reduces the obability that the suggested 
mequing-making o1igin of Patachoes from Bhdtsohe 1s correct, * 
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10 If Her Majesty should survive the King of Ccat Britain, 


and be inclined to return to Portugal or to go to any other countiy,s / 


she shall be at liberty §o do sa and to carry with her all fer jewels 
effects aug moveables. The King of Gfeat Britain at the same time 
linds his heis and successors by these presents {0 provide for the 
smne and honourable transportation of Her Majesty in p manner 
lecominy her royal character and at their own expense and 
chases. He morcover binds his said heirs and successors,to the 
annual payment of the above mentioned sum of thity thousand 
pounds to the said Queen in the same manner as if she had 
remained in England. 


11. That for the better improvement of the English interest and 
commerce m the Hast Indies, and that the King of Gicat Britain 
may be better enabled to aid, assist, defend and protect the subjects 
of the King of Portugal in those parts from the power and -invasion 
of the States of the United Provinces, the King of Portugal with 
the assent and advice of his Council gives, trausfers, and by these 
presents grants and confirms unto the King of Great Britain, his 
hews ani successors for ever, the Port and Island of Bombay in the 
East Indies with all the rights, profits, ter:itories and appurtenances 
whatsoever thereunto belonging, and together with all income and 
revenue, as alyo the direct and absolute Dominion and Sovereignty 
of the said Port and Island of Bomkay and premises, with all their 
royalties, freely, fully, entirely, and absolutely He also covenants 
and giants that quiet and peaceabloepossession of the same shall, 
with all convenient speed, be freely and effectually given and deli- 
vered to the King of Great Britain (or to the persons whom the 
said King of Great Britain shall depute for this purpose) for hisown 
use. In pursuance of their cession the inhabitants of the said island 
(as suljects of the King of Great Brita, and under his Commands, 
Ciown, Jurisdiction, and Government) shall reifain therem and 
enjoy the free exercise of the Roman Catholic religion in the same 
manner a3 they now do: This must be understood as it is now 
declared once for all that the same regulation respecting it shall 
be observed for the exercise and preservation of the Roman Catholic 
religion in the City of Tangier, and 1n all other places Which by 
the King of Portugal shall be granted and delivered to the King of 
Great Britain, in the same manner as were covenanted and stipu- 
lated in the dclivery of Dunkirk to the Enghsh gentlemen, And 
when the King of Great Britain shall send his ficet.to take posses- 
sion of the port and island of Bombay, the English shall carry 
instructions to treat the subjects of the King of Portugal in the 
East Indies in the most fiiendly manner, and to help, assist, and 
protect them in their trade and navigation there, 


12. In order that the subjects of the King of Great Britain may 
enjoy more ample benefits from their trade and cqnmeree through- 
out the King of Portugal’s dominions, it is covenanted and granted 
that over and above the grants made to them by the former'l'reaties 
the meichants and factors shall, Ly virtue of this Treaty, have 
liberty of residing in all places where they shall judgo proper. 
Particularly they shall dwell and enjoy the same privileges and 
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immunities s§*far as they shall relate to trade, as the Portuguese 
itherfselves in the cities and towns of Goa Cochin and Diu; provid- 
ed that tRe subjects of the King of Gveat Britain resident in any of 
the abovementioncd places Shall not cxceed the number of four 
families in any one of them. : 


13. Tha subjects of the King of Great Britain shall enjoy the 
same privileges, liberties, and immunities in the city of Bahia de 
Todas as Santos (or St. Salvadore’s Bay), Penambuco and Rio 
Janeiro in the Province of Brazl,-and throughout all tke dominions 
of the King of Portugal in the West Indies ° 


14. If, however, the King of Great Britain or his subjects should 
at any time hereafter recover from the States General of the United 
Netherlands or from any others, any towns castles or territorics 
that may have belonged heretofore to the Crown of Portugal, the 
King of Portugal, with the assent and advice of his Council, grants 
the supreme sovereignty and the full entire and absolute dominion 
of the same and of every of them whatsoever to the said King of 

‘Great Britain, his heirs and successors for ever, freely entirely and 
absolutely (excepting Mask&t which is now inhabited by the Arabs). 
And if ever the island of Zeila (commonly called Zeilam) should in 
any manner whatever come into the possession of the King of 
Portugal, he binds and obliges himself by this Treaty to cede and 
transfer to the King of Great Britain the town and port of Galla 
with a fulland absolute dominion over it and cause most effectually 
the possession of the said town and port with all its appurtenances to 
be given and delivered to the said Kiny of Great Britain, the afore- 
said King of Portugal reserving however to himself the town and port 
of Columbo, but the common trade shall nevertheless be equally 
divided between the English and Portuguese, In the like manner if 
ever the said island should come into the power of the King of Great 
Britain he is bount effectually to restore and surrender the dominion 
and possession of the town and port of Columbo to the King of 
Portugal, the trade of cinnamon being in the manner aforesaid 
equally divided between the English and Portuguese. 


15, In, consideration of all which coficessions and privileges 
contributing so manifestly to the utility and benefit of the King of 
Great Britain and his subjects in general; And because those places 
of so much value and consequence which are to be made over to the 
King of Gyeat Britain and his heirs, must add so considerably to_his 
dominions, as wellas on account of the dowry itself so greatly. 
exceeding any ever given with an-Infanta of Portugal before, tho 
King of Great Britain promises and declares, with the assent and 
advice of his Council, that hg will pay the sincerest regard to the 
interest and welfaic of Portugal and of all his dominions, and that 
he will with his utmost power take upon him the defence of it both 
by land and by sea as if it were England itself ; and to this end will 
at his expense transport thither two Regiments of Horse of five 
hundred men each and two Regiments of Foot each consisting of 
one thousand, who shall’ be all armed and equipped at the 
expense of the King of Great Britain. After their arrival in 
Portugal they shall enter into the pay of the King of Portugal, and 
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if the said regiments should be diminished cither by loss in hattle 
or ‘by other means, the King of England shall supply such, deficiency 
of number at his own eost, nf the meantime he shall cause the said 
Reciments of Horse and Foot to be tiansported as soon as the Lady 
Infanta shall arrive m England 1a case the King pf Portugal should 
then require it. : > 

16 The King of Great Britain further promises, with the consent 
and deliberation of his Council, that on the petition of the said King 
of Portugal Whenever and so often as Portugal shall be invaded, 
he shall send thither ten good ships of war and whenever or sooften 
as it shall be infested with pirates, he shall then despatch three or four 
All these ships shall be sufficiently manned and furnished with 
provisions for eight months to be computed from the time they shall 


set sail trom England and shall obey the commands and directions ~ 


of the King of Poitugal; And if necessary that they should continue 
there Jonver than six months, the King of Poitugal shall supply them 
with the provisions for the time they remain and for one month 
more on their departure for England Should the King of Portugal 
le dangurously attacked and closely pressed by his enemies, all the 
King of Great Britain’s ships at that time in the Mediterranean Scas 
or in the Port of Tangier shall have orders in such cases to repair 
to the assistance and defencg of the King of Portugal, and to act 
according to his instructions. And in consideration of the above- 
mentioned grants and concessions on the part of the King of Portu- 
gal, the King of Great Britain his heirs and successors shall at no 
time 1equire any compensation for such assistance. 


ly That besides the right of making people (or recruits) which 
the King of Portugal has by the former Treaty, the King of Great 
Buitain does by this present Treaty oblige and bind himself in case 
the Port of Lisbon or any other maritime place besieged or shut 
by the Spaniards or by any other enemy, to furnish proper assistance 
both in Ships and Troops according as the circumstance of affairs 
and situation of the King of Portugal shall appear to require. 

18, The Lord King of Great Britain, with the consent ond 
deliberation of his Coundil, engages and promises never to enter into 
any Ticaty with Spam which may 1n the least preclude him either 
directly or indirectly from sending full and sufficicnt succours to 
Portugal for its necessary defence and never to restore Duhkirk ‘and 
Jamaica to the King of Spain, nor ever to neglect emptoying any 
means that may be requisite for the safety of Portugal notwith- 
standing he should thereby be compelled to go to war with the King 
of Spain, 

19 It is likewise further covenanted and agreed by the *King 
of Great Britain that the said Princess of Portugal, in consider- 
ation of the dowry given with her by the King of Portugal, shall 
renounce all her rights of both her paternal and maternal inheritance 
and of all other things which may become due to her, such as lands 
houses and other things, moveables jewels and money, which 
by any right should belong to her. Also all other things which 
henecforth shall or may belong to her (excepting what shall here- 
after be excepted) and which might either have been bequeathed 
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to ker by the late King her father, or have devolved to her upon 
his death,according to the Laws of Portugal under the title of 
dowry, or which might descend to hér on the decease of the Queen 
her mother, according to the same laws, It being understood 
that the said Princess does in no way renounce nor did she 
mean or intend to renounce any right, inheritance, title, claim or 
interest which she herself or any of her heirs or descendants may have 
in or to the crown or kingdom of Portugal or any of 1ts dominions 
in whatsoever manner such rights now do or may hexeafter apper- 
tain to her or to them, But all and singular these rights to the said 
kingdom and crown which may in anywise devolve to her in 
future she wholly and expressly reserves to herself her heirs and 
descendants and retains and means to retain them entirely and 
effectually both at present and always in perpetuity, 


20. Finally it was covenanted agreed and concluded that the said 
Most Serene Kings should sincerely and faithfully observe all and 
singular the. articles contained ‘in and settled in this Treaty, 
and cause them to be observed by the subjects and inhabitants of 
their respective kingdom$ Neither shall they themselves directly 
or indirectly infringe them, nor suffer them to be infringed by 
the subjects and inhabitants of their respective kingdoms And all 
and singular the articles above stjpulated they shall ratify and 
confirm by their letters signed under their hands and sealed with 
their great seals, and shall ratify and confirm.in proper and due 
form as aforesaid, and they shall faithfully truly and effectually 
deliver or cause them interchangeably to be delivered within three 
months from the date of these presents. : 


In testimony and faith of all matters above related, I, Francisco 
de Mello, Earl of Ponte, Ambassador Extraordinary for His Serene 
Majesty the King of Portugal, having to this effect full powers, have 
signed and sealed the present Treaty with my hand and seal. 
Given at the palace of Whitehall, the 23rd June of the year of our 
Lord one thousand six hundred and sixty-one. 


Secret Article.—Besides every thing, and each of them cove- 
nantedéand agreed upon in the Marriage Treaty between the Most 
Serene and Potent Prince Charles II. King of Great Britain, 
and the Most Serene Dona Catharina Infanta of Portugal, it is 
further” concluded and covenanted by this Secret Article that the 
said King of Great Britain shall do the most he can and shall apply 
all his force and powers to the end of making a firm and per- 
manent peace between the Most Serene King of Portugal and the 
States General of the United Provinces of the Netherlands includ- 
ing*the said King of Portugal in that confederation which shall be 
made with the said States. And in case of thesaid States refusing to 
adhere to those conditions which shall be deemed just, sure, ond 
honourable ones to the said King of Portugal, then the said King of 
Great Britain, when he shall send his fleet to take possession of the 
island of Bombay, shall also send such foree which shall go well 
furnished of all the necessaries as well as of instructions to defend 
aid and assist all the Portuguese country in the East Indies, And if 
so should happen that the said States General of the United Provinces 
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or their subjects, within or after the time in which the Kin jeat 
Britain shall offer his mediation to the said States in ordex to bring 
on a peace between them &nd the King of Portugal, accept 
the mechatjon which may or shall be proposed to them, such places 
or territories as they may have or as shall henceforth be taken from 
the King of Portugal, the said King of England shall most effectually 
insist upon all and each of these places and territories being restor- 
ed to the King of Portugal, employing for this purpose the greatest 
and sufficienteforce of his in order to procure the said restoration, 
and for all the assistance and succours which shall for the above- 
mentioned purpose be given to the King of Portugal the King of 
kngland shall not ask for any satisfaction or compensation. 

It is covenanted and concluded that the above article and every- 
thing therein contained and stipulated shall be sealed by the said 
Lords the King of one and the other part with the great seal, -and 


that it shall be confirmed and ratified in the most authenticated: 


form and within three months the same shall be duly and _recipro- 
cally exchanged. 


a 
In faith and testimony whereof I, Francisco de Mello, Earl of 
Ponte, Ambassador Extraordinary of the King of Portugal, have, by 
virtue of the force and vigour of the said Commission, with my own 
hand signed and sealed this Secret Article with my seal. Given at the 
Palace of Wlutehall, the 23rd June ixf the year of our Lord 1661! 


In pursuance of this treaty the King pf Portugal, on the 9th April 
1662, issued the following orders to Antonio de Mello e Castro, 
Viceroy of Goa. : 


I, King, send you greeting. By the article of the contract which 
has been agreed on with the King of England, my good brother and 
cousin, concerning the dowry portion of the Queen his wife, my most 
beloved and esteemed sister, which you will receive*with this letter, 
you will understand why and how the port and country of Bombay 
relates to him, and the obligation I am under for directing the same 
to be dehvered over to him. Immediately as you arrive at the 
States of India you will agk for the credentials from the King by 
which you will understand the person to whom possession ¥hould 
be given and make delivery. You will accoidingly cause the 
same to be made in the manner and form of that capitulation, 
observing the same yourself and causing the whole and every part 
thereof to be duly observed, and direct that the whole may be 
committed to writing very clearly and distinctly so as at all time 
to appear the whole that may puss in this affair. You will further 
send the same to me by different conveyances in order to settle and 
adjust the acquittance of the dowry promised to the King, and by 
the other articles of that treaty it will be present to you, the Union 


1To the Record copy of this Treaty the following note is added: This Treaty 
was entered from the book that has for ste title Proofa of the Gonealogical Histoiy 
of the Portuguese House, Book 7, folic 827, a true copy agreeable to the original. 
(S:gned) Sehaatiao Joseph Ferreira Baracho. This Treaty is conformable to the 
authenticated copy of the above Book 2nd of the Treaty of Peace, and so I atteat.—, 
Antonio Las Bibewo wrote this at Goa the 13th September 1794,—(Signed) Sebnse 
tiao Joseph Ferreira Buracho, Secretary, 
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we celebrated, and the obligation the King has to afford me suecour 
in all wy urgencies and necessity I may have. In any necessity 
you may find it convenient to apply to tle English you will do so, 
and at the same time you will assist them inthe same way. Written 
at Lisbon, the Qth April 1662.1 al : 

The King’s fleet arrived at Bombay on the 18th September 1662 
and demanded the cession of the island and of its dependencies con- 
formtbly to the Treaty between the King and the Crown of Por- 
tugal. The Portuguese Governor of Bombay evadell the cession of 
the island. And the Viceroy who had come out'in the English fleet 
refused to interpose his authority til he should proceed to Goa and 
receive instructions from the Portuguese Viceroy of the Indies. It 
now appeared that the English Admiral had interpreted the terms 
of the treaty to signify Bombay and its dependencies or the islands 
of 'Théna and Sdlsette, and that the Portuguese Viceroy interpret- 
ed the Treaty to signify the cession of the island of Bombay only, 
not the cession of the dependencies situated between Bombay and 
Bassein, because that would lay open the principal Portuguese sta- 
tion to the English at Bombay? The Earl of Marlborough demanded 
in the first instance the cession of Bombay which was admitted to 
be'within the terms of the treaty. This was objected to by the 
Portuguese Governor, on the pretext that Sir Abraham Shipman, 
the Commander of the English troops, had not arrived. He there- 
fore refused to allow the troops to be landed, though the Earl 
of Marlborough pleaded thedength of the voyage, and the number ‘of 
men which were daily dying from want of refieshment.* On his 
arrival a few weeks later (October ,1662), Sir Abraham Shipman 
produced his full powers and demanded from Dom Antonio de Mello 
e Castro that the cession should be made agreeably to the treaty. 
To this the Portuguese Viceroy objected alleging that the form of 
the Letters or Patent of the King did not coincide with the usages 
observed in Portugal in hke cases. - Ho offered to retain the island 
for the King of Mngland till sufficient authority should be obtained 
from Lisbon and from England empowering him to make the cession. 
Under these embarrassments, the Hag of Marlborough and Sir 
Abrafam Shipman apphed to Sir George Oxinden to solicit per- 
mission for them to land the troops at Smat. But the President 
sepresented that such an application would give offence to the Moghal 
Governgr, who, if it should be attempted, might probably seize the 
Company’s investment and expel their servants from ,that fort.‘ 
The only place open to'the British troops was the unmhabitod 
island of Anjidiv south of Goa. Here the 500 troops were landed and 
in,the eighteen following months, during which Bombay remained 


Re age ee ee cet he RAN SN Oe none rage ee re ee te 

1 Bombay Government Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1749-1750, This is 
marked True copy.—(Signed) Luis Monteiro da Costa, 

* Captain Brown of the Dunkirk to Sir George Oxinden, Bombay, 20th September 
1662; and Mr. Aungier to Sir George Oxinden, Bombay, 26th September 1662, 
Bruce s Annals of the East India Company (1810), II. 126. 
ise wee Earl of Marlborough to Sir eorge Oxinden, 6th October 1662. Bruce, II. 

4 The Presidency of Surat to the Earl of Marlborough, 8th October 1662; The 
Rarl of Manlborough to Sir George Oxinden, 18th October 1662; Dom Antonio de 
Mello e Castro to ir Abraham Shipman, 16th October 1662. Bruce, 11. 127. 
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closed to the English, 300 died. Of their leaders Me Tart gt 
Marlborough returned to England with the fleet anil Sir Abraham 
Shipman died at Anjidiv,in September 1665.2 


Regai ding the action of the Portuguesé Pepys’ Diary (15th May 
1863) has the following entry: + ° 
The Portuguese have choused us in the island of Bombay in the 
East Indies ; for aftera great charge of our fteets being sent thither 
with full commission from the King of Portugal to receive it, 
the Governor by some pretence or other will not deliver it to Sir 
Abraham Shipman,esent from the King, nor to my Lord of Marl- 
borough,? which the King takes highly ill; and [ fear our Queen 
will fare the worse for ig The Dutch decay there exceedingly, 
it being believed that their people will revolt from them there, 
and they be forced to give up their trade. I did inform myself 
well in things relating to the East Indies, both of the country and 
the disappointment the King met with the ‘last voyage, by the 
knavery of the Portugal Viceroy, and the inconsiderableness of the 
‘place of Bombaiin, 1f we had had it® But, above all things, it seems 
strange to me that matters should not be@inderstood before they 
went out. And also that such a thing as this, which was expected 
, to be one of the best parts of the Queen’s portion, should not be better 
understood , it being, 1f we had it, but a poor place and not really 
so as was described to our Kin? wm thg drought of it, but a poor 
little island , whereas they made the King and Lord Chancellor and 
other learned men abowt the King believe that that and other islands 
wlach are neal 16 were all one piece aaah so the draught was drawm 
and presented to the King, and believed by the King, and expected 
to pruve so when our men come“thither , but itis quite otherwise * 


In avreement with Pepys’ entry in May 1663 the Surat Council 
wrote to Fort St. George: Although little Europe news 1s come to 
our ears since the ships left England, we are very wifling to impart 
it to you. Itis this. Our letters of the 30th November (1662) 
were arrived in England m May (1663). The King was very much 
troubled at the actions of the Viceroy of Goa, and was resolved 
to have tull satisfaction from the Crown of Portugal. § 

“1 Pistoriwal Account of ‘Bombay, 1781, 3-6. 


> Jamea Ley, third Eatl of Marlborough, killed in the grent sea-fight wath thee 
Dutch, 1665. Sir G. Birdwood’s Report on the Old Records df the India Office (1891), 
es © 


84 

3 Bombay or Bombaim as it is called by old writers has been naturall: supposed 
by Europeana to derivate its name from the Portuguese, and to have denoted an 

vantage of ite geographical gosstion. But Briggs (Fershta, Volume 1V. Chapter 
4) declares, witbout however giving his patency La t in ancient days part of tite 
island was called Mahim and part ‘ Mumbayo” from an idol.” Anderson's Engleh 
in Western India (1854), 50-51. » Quoting the authority of » paper by R. X. Murphy 
Feaains, in the transactions of the Bombay Geographival Society, Votume I, 
Anderson adds ; “and certamly an old temple, dedicated to Mumba Devi or the 
goddess Mumba, formerly stood on the plot now called the Esplanade. About @ 
eentury ago tt wad taken down and rebuilt at sume distance frouf its former site. 
ane eee hae be it Fd ‘gor 18 well aly ” Anderson (1854), 61. . 

@ Chandos Classic Edition of the Diary of Samuel Pepys Esquire, F.R.&:, 
pages 155 and 176, end Birdwood’s Report on Records (1891), rin cae wombs 
Surat Government (Messrs. Oxinden, Goodser, Gary, and Aungier) to Fort 

8t. George, Surat, 16th February 1663-64, Surat Factory Outward Letter Boul, 
No, 1 of 1630-1673, 52; Forrest’s Home Series._I. 23- . . 
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Chapter | On the T0th August 1663 in consequence of the remonstrances 
History. of the English Court the King of Portugal issued the following 
Bopiuseass orders fo Antonio de Mello e Castre, Vicerpy of Goa: 
evade Cesaion, I, King, send you greeting. By the way of England, intelligence 
1662, reached me thaj in the States of India doubts arose with respect to 
the delivery of the town of Bombay to the order of the King of 
Great Britain, my good brother and cousin, in conformity of mine 
which you carried with you. At this I was greatly surprised and 
am very sorry, because besides the reasons of convenience of this 
Crown and more especially of the State-of India which made it 
necessary for me to take that resolution, I wish much to give the 
King of England my brother every satisfaction. For these and 
other considerations of the same idency, as well as because the king 
my brother must have sent fresh orders removing every doubt 
there might have originated from those he sent first, I therefore 
direct and order that you do, in compliance of those orders of mine 
which you carried with you, cause to execute.the said delivery with 
every punctuality, and without the least contradiction, as the matter 
does not admit of anySand the delay is very prejudicial. By 
complying therewith as I expect from youl will consider myself 
well served by you. 1f you meet with any impediment from any | 
person you will order to proceed against him publicly as the case 
may require. Written at Lisbon, the 16th August 1663.1 


Shipman's Shoitly afterwards (23rd November 1663), to remove any doubt 
Commission, as to the person to whom Bombay should be ‘thanded, King Charles 
CoP issued the following Commission in favour of Sir Abraham Shipman: 


Charles by the Grace of God King of Great Britain France and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith,—To all-to whom these presents shall 
come and to each of them in particular we send greeting. In the 
manner that it,was settled concluded and treated between us and 
the Most Serene King the Piince Dom Affonso, y the same Grace 
King of Portugal, brother relation and most dear and beloved 
friend, the said sovereign of..Portugal gave, transferred, granted 
and confirmed unto us our heirs and successors for ever the 
port and island of Bombay in the East Indies with all its mghts 
utilities appendages and territories whatsoever, and having more, - 
over settled and concluded in the said treaty that the port and 
‘islan® aforesaid should be peaceably and quietly dclivered unto 
us, or te the persons deputed by us for this purpose, that we may 
have free usé of one and the other: Be it therefore known that 
confitling in the prudence and integrity of the faithful Abraham 
Shipman, our beloved subject, Knight of the Golden Ensign and 
Gentleman of our Privy Council, have made, ordained, and de- 
puted and do by these presents make, ordain, constitute and appoint 
our true “and indubitable Commissary Deputy and Attorney to 
take possession of the said port and island of Bombay, giving and 
granting unto the said Abraham Shipman our true and lawful 
powers and authority to receive in our name and for our use the said 


1 Bom Gov, Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1750-1751, The entry 1s marked 
a true copy.—Luts Monteiro da Costa. x . 
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port and island of Bombay, together with the foitr®$8 and other 
things belonging to us by the contract. And for the better execution 


of the said concessiog or gyant made us, we have in witness” 


whereof and by these presents set our hand and caused our seals 

to be affixed, Given im our Palace of Whitehall, the 231d day of the 

enh of November 1603, the fifteenth year of oui reign—(Signed) 
‘harles R? * 


On receipt of this Commission on the 5th April 1664 Sir Ahraham 
Shipman issued the following orders: I, Sir Abraham Shipman of 
His Majesty's Privy Council, Governor of all the Forces of His 
Butannic Majesty m the island of Bombay in the East Indies, do 
by virtue of the Commission given me by His Majesty of Great 
Britain under the seal dependent of England constitute and ordain 
Humphrey Cooke as Vice-Goveinor and in his absence Ensign John 
Torne commanding a regiment of soldiers at present quartered on 
the island of Anjidiv till such a time as other orders come from 
England I therefore direct all the Captains, Ensigns, Serjcants, 
and all the rest of the officers and soldiers of the said regiment 

»shall obey the orders of the said Hunephrey Cooke and in his 
absence those of Ensign John Torne. Written at Anyidiv, the Sth 
Apml 1664 - (Signed) Abraham Shipman Signed sealed and 
delivered in presence of us—(Signed) John Foldeviy, (Signed) 
Thomas Paice, (Signed) Rogei* Morgan, (Signed) Henry Andeison. 


In November 1664 a copy of Mr Cooke’s Commission was 
forwarded to Goa "with the followiag endosement We whose 
names are hereunder written do certify that the above writing with 
the signatures 1s a true copy of the original which remainsin charge 
of the said Vice-Governor Humphrey Cooke. Whitten at Anyidiv, 
the 17th October 1664.—(Signed) John Stevens, Valenter Farred, 
Walter Golopher, Jobn Bird, William Lincoln, Thomas Faily. To 
this 1s added I, Joao Gregorio of the Company of Jesus, do certify 
in verbo sacerdotis that this 18 a true translation conformable to the 
original. This 5th day of November.16n4—(Signed) Joao Gregorio, 
T, Antonio Gabriel Preto, Senior Clerk of the Civil Court and of 
Justifications of the State of Goa, do hereby attest that the ceiti- 
ticate of the above translation, and signature attesting the dame, is 
the handwriting and signature of Padre Joao Gregorio of the 
Company of Jesus. Goa, 6th November 1664.— (Signed) Antonio 
Gabriel Preto.? 


e 

It appears that after Sir Abraham Shipman’s death at Anjidiv 
n September 1664, Mr. Humphrey Cooke pressed the Portuguese 
authorities to hasten the transfer of Bombay Delays were caused 
the Goa Authorities refusing for a time to admit that Humphrey,and 
Inofre were the same name. When this doubt had been removed, 
on the 26th December 1664, the Viceroy of Goa Antonio de Mello e 
Castro drew up the following statement of the case: 


1 Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1756-1757. 
2 Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1758 - 1759, 
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To give fil€session and to make delivery of the said island of 
Bofnbay and its port to the Most Serene sing of’ Great Britain 
Charles *II. the King our Master Dom Affonso VI. having 

romised it to him 1n dowry on the marriage of the Most Serene 
Bigkora Infanta of Portugal Dona Catharina de Gismao, his 
most beloved arfd esteemed sister, now Queen of Great Brtam, 
and for other reasons contained in the capitulations made by 
and between the two Crowns, or to the person who should be vested 
with powers and authority from the Most Serene Kjng of Great 
Britam to receive charge of the said port and island of Bombay 
for and in his behalf and in his name, Governor Humphrey 
Cooke being present, stated he was the person who had powers 
and authority from the Most Serene King of Britain, his Master, 
to accept, in his name, possession and charge of the said island 
of Bombay and its port, having. succeeded in the room of Sir 
Abraham Shipman, to whom the said possession and charge 
was to have been given and who appointed and nominated him, 
Humphrey Cooke, to sueceed him in case of his death. The 
directions of the Viceroy did not mention the proper name of 
Governor Humphrey Cooke in order to give him ‘the possession 
and cause the delivery of the said island and its port. ‘I'his occa- 
sioned some doubts, but the said Governor Inofre‘ Cooke replied 
that he was the same Humphrey nominated in the English language 
by Sit Abraham Shipman, and that Euis Mendes de Vasconcellos, 
Overseer of the General Estates, beirig of the Goa Counc, knows 
it to be so Upon this it wes determined to give him the said 
possession and make the said delivery of the said island The 
same was also known to the Chancellor who was consylted 
on the occasion and his opinion was'taken~-by the Viceroy of which 
the said Inofre Cooke was acquainted having been told so at Goa. 
Further Governor Cooke presented several letters which the said 
Viceroy had wyitten to him upon the subject, addressing him by 
his prope: name Inofro Cooke, Goveinor of the island of Bombay 
and of the warlike people of His Most Serene Majesty King of 
Creat Britain} statmg that he had orders to put him in possession 
of the sajd island and its port and that of that account he had come 
from Géa accompanied by the fleet which the said Viceroy sent 
as far as the city.of Chaul, the Captain Commandant of which was 
his son Bionizio de Melloe Castro; also that the Most Serene King 
of Portugal admitted of no further delay and ordered the island to 
be delivered without the least doubt or delay. This the said Governor 
Humphrey Cooke did accordingly ask and demand in behalf and 
in the name of the Most Serene King of Great Britain with three 
letters from the said Viceroy which remove every doubt there might 
exist. The first of these letters dated Panjim 26th December 1664, 
runs as follows': I did not answer the Governor's first letter 
because I looked upon the execution of what he requested of me to 
be the best and the most short answer which I now have the pleasure 
to send rejoicing much at his safe artival at this Bar, and that he 


en ae 
1 Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1759-1761, 
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may have come with health is what I wish. A persén shall, be 
appointed to-morrow to go and deliver Bombay. It is also necessary j 
to know by what vessels the puople are going on account of Shivéyi’s 
flvet, because if the English gentlemen have no peace with him, steps 
must be taken to avoid every damage or risk as I wish to see the 
Governor and all other subjects of His Most Screne Majesty King 
of Great Biitam safe—(Signed) Antomo de Mello e Castro? 


The second letter dated Panjim, 4th January 1665,runs: Haying 
given the netessary orders to deliver Bombay to your Honourin 
the mann as thé King my Master’s order is to do, the fleet sailed 
to convoy the Europe ship toa Latitude and wall return to-day. 
Your Honour may take your departure whenever you like, acquaint- 
ing me whether you require any thing ¢lse, as [ am ready to do 
every thing convemient or necessary for the service of the King of 
Great Britain and for your own accommodation. You will always 
find me with good will, May God preserve you.—(Signed) Antomo 
de Mello e Castro.? F 

The third letter dated Panjim, 8th geney 1665, runs. All the 
despatches are ready for your Honour to depart and take possession 
of Bombay, and the fleet will be paid to-morrow, if it is not aleady 
paid ‘his, which was the only thing wanting to be done, could not 
be effected on account of the dgath of Francisco de Mello e Castro, 
of which your Honour must have heurd. Mr Hemy Gary carnes 
the memorandum your Honour required of me by which your 
Honour will observe httle difference can amse on the part of or 
with the nunisters that dre going with you because all the articles 
are conformable to the treaty of peace and agreement between 
thetwo Crowns. Should your Honour require any thing else of me, 
you will find me ready and with good will May God preserve 
you: Honour —(Signed) Antonio de Mello e Castro? 


The instiument of Possession was in the followmg terms. In 
the name of God, Amen. Be it known to all to whom this pubhe 
instrument of the possession and delivery of the port and 
island of Bombay shall come That in the year of the Birth of 
our Lod Jesus Christ, orfe thousand six hundred and sixty-five 
(1665) on the 18th day of February of the said year, then and 
there being in the said port and island of Bombay, which 1s of the 
jurisdiction of Bassein, at the Large House of the Lady Dona Ignez 
de Miranda, widow of the deccased Dom Rodrigo de Moncauto, 
Present Luis Mendes de Vasconcellos of His Majesty’s Council and 
his Overseer of the Estates in general in India, and Doctor Sebastiao 
Alvares Migos, Chancellor of the Court of Justice at Goa, the Verea- 
dores and other officers of the Chamber of the said city of Bassein, 
noblemen inhabitants residing therein, the Judge, Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen of the said city, as also one Humphrey Cooke 
(which in the Portuguese or Spanish language js the same as 
Tnofre Cooke) Governor of the warlike men of His Most Serene 
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2 Secret and Pohtical Diary 53 of 1796, 1762 - 1763, 
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Mgjesty Kiig of Great Britain, and Ensign Joao Torne, and other 
persons of the English Nation, being all present with me Notary 
Public Rereunder mentioned, wherg¢ it was declared by the said 
Luis Mendes de Vasconcellés, Overseer of the Estates in general, and 
Doctor Sebastiao Alvares Migos, Chancellor of the Court of Justice 
at Goa, that they had come there from the city of Goa by order 
of the Viceroy and Captain General of India, Antonio de Mello e 
Castro, who had sent them giving them two letters from the King 
our Master, and his said Viceroy’s directions with the credentials 
from the Most Serene Majesty the King of Great Britain, and the 
commission by which Sir Abraham Shipman had made and 
appointed the said Humphrey Cooke to succeed him on his death# 


Antonio de Mello e Castro of His Majesty’s Council, Viceroy 
and Captain General of India, maketh known tq all t6é whom 
this Alvara (or ivstrument) may come, that whereas in conformity 
of the order I have received from His Majesty for delivering the 
port and town of Bombay unto the person nominated by His 
Serene Majesty King of Great Britain, I have for this purpose 
appointed and nominate Luis Mendes de Vasconcellos, Overseer 
ot the Estates in general,and Doctor Sebastiao Alvares Migos, 
Chancellor of the State, and as it is expedient (for the better 
definition of all’ which on this occasion they shall have to treat 
about) that they should be ipvested with sufficient powers as the 
nature of the matter requires and from the confidence I have on the 
abovementioned: persons that they shall act in » manner most pleas- 
ing to His Majesty, and satisfactory to His Most Serene Majesty the 
King of Great Britain, I am pleased, and have bond fide granted 
unto them and do hereby grant all my powers unto the said Luis 
Mendes de Vasconcellos and Sebastiao Alvares Migos, that they may 
determine upon and remove all and whatever doubts may arise 
observing nevertheless the instructions I have ordered to be given 
them, and on every act of theirs being conformable thereto, shall 
have the same effect and validity as if they were by me done, 
determined or ordered, adverting, however, that in the event of any 
‘eases offering where they cannot proceed with my order that they 
shall agquaint me with every particular with their opinion thereon 
to enable me to resolve upon them as may be most convenient. 
Ido accordingly notify the Captains of the city of Chaul, Bassein, 
the Factors and J udges thereof, and to all other Ministers of Estates 
and Justfce, officers and other persons whom this may concern, and 
Ido hereby direct and order them to comply with this Alvara or 
instrument, and to see that it is wholly and fully complied with, 
kept, observed, and obeyed without the least doubt or contradic- 
tiofi as if it was given m the name of His Majesty, and will not 
pass to Chaneery; nor pay the fees called a half. Natta, it being on 
the service of our Sovereign, notwithstanding any custom to the 
contrary contained in the Statutes L 2 Nos. 39 and 40. Written by 
Nicolao Ferreira at Panjim, the 10th January 16652 ° 


i 


1 Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1746. 
2 The Record copy of this iastrument has the following endorsement. I, Doctor 
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Though the Portuguese authorities were at last forced to giva up 
Bowbay they were able to burden the transfer with a largg number 
of conditions. These gonditichs were: That the island of Bombay 
shall be delivered to the English gentlefnen with a declaration that 
whereas the other islands of the jurisdiction of Basyin have through 
the Bay of the said island of Bombay, their commerce, grade and 
navigation with equal right, liberty and freedom, which the said 
English gentlemen shall never prevent or cause any impediment 
nor levy anyetribute or gabella, neither on the exportation of salt 
or any other merckandize of those islands and countries, nor on any 
other articles which may be brought therefrom abroad. And it 
shall be free for all vessels loaded or empty to navigate from the 
said islands and countries of the Portuguese or other Nations that 
might come to them and the subjects of the King of Great Britain 
shall not oblige them to make their first discharge or pay anything 
in their Custom House, nor by any other means whatsoever. Nor 
shall they for this purpose make use of any pretence because it is 
thus declared from this time for ever, and they shall not only have 
good treatment and free passages to eur @ountrics but to those of 
other parts as they have hitherto been in the habit of doing. 

That the port of Bandra in the island of Sélsette nor any other 
of the islands shall be impeded, and all vessels from that port or 
ports, and others coming to tlfem shgll be allowed to pass and re- 
pass very frankly, and the English gentlemen shall*not allege that 
they pass under theie guns because it is under this condition that 
the island is delivered to them and they cannot expect more than 
what is granted to them by the Articles of Peace and the Marriage 
Treaty. : : 

That they shall not admit any deserter from our country, be it 
for whatever cause, nor sball they under any pretence whatever 
pretend to conceal or défend them, as this is the most effectual 
means of preserving peace and friendship between both Crowns, 
and of avoiding: scandalous practice and future injmies and in 
ease of any person gomg to them they are obliged to send and 
deliver him up to the Captain, for the time being, of the city of 
Bassein. And because many Gentus who have in their charg’ goods 
and mioney belonging to the Portuguese and other subjects of His 
Majesty by way of retaining the whole, it may happen thgt they 


Lnis Monteiro da Costa, gave order to write this. The Alvara or mstrument by 
which your Bxcellency was pleased to grant, and by these presents grant all your 
Exeellency’s powers ¢o Luis Mendez de Vasconcelloa, Overseer of the Royal Estates 
in general, and to Doctor Sebastiao Alvares Migos, Chancellor of the Estate, by which 
they may determine upon, and resolve any and whatever doubts may occur eoncerh. 
ing the delivery of Bowver: hes es in every matter to the form of 
instractions which your Excellency hag ordered to be furnished them with, and all 
they may accordingly do, to have its full effect as 1f ordered and determined by yotr 
Excellency, with proviso that if the casea be such as to appear to them that your 
Excellency’s order 1s necessary to acquaint the same to your Excellency with every 
particulars with their opimion thereon for your Excellency to resolve upon as it may be 
moat necessary and expedient as above declared For your Lxcellency to ses and is 
worth (wrote 2) like a Jetter, and ss not to pass the Chancery, nor to pay the fees called 
ahalf Natta, it bemg on His Mayesty’s service. Registered inthe Book 2nd of the 
General Records, folio 22, paid nothing.—Nicolao Ferreira Antoni¢ de Mello a Caatra,' 
Bomh, Gov. Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1747-1749, 
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may’ come to Bombay and shelter themselves under the shadow and 
protection of the colours of the Mast Serene King of England, the 
English gentlemen shall not only apprehegd such people till they 
satisfy what they may owe and on their not doing it within two 
months they shall deliver them up to the Captain of Bassein in 
order togatisfy the parties as it may be just and right. 


That the English gentlemen shall not interfere in matters of 
Faithy nor will compel the inhabitants of the said island of 
Bombay, neither directly or indireetly, to change thtir Faith or to 
go and attend their sermons ; and sball allow the écclesiasticul minis- 
ters the exercise of their jurisdiction without the least impediment, 
being @ condition mentioned in the articles of peace under which 
the delivery of the island 18 ordered to be made, and if at any time 
anything contrary is done it is understood that the whole’ agreed 
upon and promised will be violated, and that the right of the said 
island shall fall again into the Crown of Portugal. 


That the fleets of the King of Portugal our Master, both ships 
of the line and the smaljer vessels and any other vessels of his, 
will at all time be free to sail in and out of the said Bay without 
the least impediment. Nor will they be obliged to ask any leave, 
because by the reason of the other islands and countries belonging to 
him a part of the said Bay belongs also to him, and it is free to him 
to make use of it as ns own-withopt any doubt or question. 


That all the inhabitants residing at Bombay.as well as those who 
may have estates in the said island, when they should not like to 
reside in the said island, it shall be free to them to farm out their 
estates or sell the same on the best terms they may be able to 
obtain, and if the English gentlemen should require them, it shall 
be for their just and equal value, and not on any other terms. But 
if the English gentlemen should not choose to buy them, nor the 
holders live in them, it shall be free to them to alienate the same, 
and until they daso, it shall hkewise be free to them to enjoy and 
make use of the same as they have hitherto done without the least 
contradiction from the part of the English gentlemen. 


Thet the inhabitants of the said islands of Sdlsette, Karanja, and 
Baragoo’ and of other places of our jurisdiction shall freely fish 
in the said Bay and river, and in the aym of the sea which enters 
and divides Bombay from Sélsette by Béndra till the Bay, and 
the Enflish gentlemen shal] not at any time prevent them, nor 
will they at any time and under any pretence whatever demand 
any tribute on this account, and the inhabitants of Bombay shall 
be allowed to do the same with the same liberty and freedom. 


That the Kunbis, Bhanddris, and the rest of the people 
Abunhados (a sort of people bound to serve the land-holders) 
or inhabitants of the villages of our jurisdiction shall not be ad- 
mitted at Bortbay, and on their or any of them resorting thereto, 
they shall be immediately delivered up to their respective owners ; 


nero is enretre erene en nieeat 


1 Barégaon, Twelve Villages, a name still in use asa salt revenue subdivision of 
Karanja island, 
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And the same shall be observed with respect toslaves which maywun , Chapter 1. 


away and hkewise with regard to the artificers that may go from’ History. 
our countries to Bombay, stich as carpenters, weavers, turneis, 


ft 
jomers, cgulkers, sawyers, duillers, smiths, and any other. They Dice, 
shall be mmediately delivered ups And if the Evglish gentlemen 1665. 


should at any time require these artificers they shall ask them frony 
the Captain of Bassein who will send them for a limited time, they 
keeping their fanuhesin our countries. Andon their being still 
wanted even after the expiiation of the limited time, they shall 
yo and present themselves to the Captain of Bassein for the time 
being to whom the English gentlemen shall ask for them again and 
know thereby that neither the capitulations nor the good neigh- 
bouringship, which we shall also observe, is to be violated. 


That in case any of the deserters should be willing to change 
his religiun and pass to the confession of the English gentlemen 
to prevent their being restored to us, the English gentlemen shall 
not consent thereto, and the same shall be observed on our part 
with regard to those that may desert to oyr countries. 


That although the manor right of the lady, the proprietrix of 
Bombay, is taken away from her estates if she lives in the island, 
they are not to be intermeddled with or taken away from her 
unless 1t be of her free will, ahe being a woman of quality, they 
are necessary for her maintensnee. But after death and her heirs 
succeed ta those sy i the English gentlemen may if they choose 
take them paying for the same, their just value, as is provided 
in the case of other proprietors of estates, And should the English 
gentlemen now wish to take her houses to build forts therewith 
they shall immediately pay her their just value 


That every person possessing revenue at Bombay either by 
patrimonal or Crown lands, shall possess them» with the same 
right and zhall not be deprived thereof except in cases which the 
Laws of Portugal direct, and their sons and descendants shall 
succeed to them with the same right and clause abovementioned, 
and those who may sell the said patrimonial or Crown estates 
shall transter to the purchdser the same mght and perpetuity they 
had, that the purchaser may enjoy the same and their successors in 
pn like manner, ‘ ; 
That the Parish Priests and Monks or regular Clergy thgt reside 
Yn Bombay shail have all due respect paid them as. agreed upon, 
ind the Churches shall not be taken for any use whatever nor 
‘hall sermons be preached in them, and those who may attempt it 
shall be punished in such manner as to serve as anexample. , 


That the inhabitants of Bombay and the landholders of that 
island shall not be obliged to pay more than the foros they use to 
pay to His Majesty, this condition being expressly mentioned in 
the capitulations. 3 


" That there shall be a good understanding and reciprocal friend- 
ship between both parties, rendering one another every good office 
like good friends as this was the end of the delivery of this and 
other places, and the intention of His Most Serene King of Great 
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ChapterI.  «Britiin, as appears by the treaty made and entered into by and 
History between beth Crowns. Given at Panjim, the 14th January 1665.— 
: (Signed) Antonio de Mello q Castro.?* 
Mr H Cooke 


: Ou the acceptance of these Articles possession was imknediately 
eee given and delivery made of the island of Bombay and its 
, port, whith comprehends in its situation and territories the 
villages of Mézgaon, Parel, and Warli. The said Governor 
Inofre or Humphrey Cooke accepted and received it, saying he did 
receive possession and delivery of the island of Borfbay and its 
port in the name of the Most Serene King of Great Britain in the 
manner and form contained m the instructions from the Viceroy 
Antonio DeMello e Castro with all and every declaration, clause, and 
condition of the said instructions, promising, in the name of the 
Most Serene King of Great Britain, that theyre was not, or should 
not atany time come, any defect in part or in full against this 
instrument. On the contrary that he should himself, his heirs 
and successors, servants, subjects and ministers comply with the 
whole of the anticles and gonditions agreed upon without the least 
doubt Saying, assuring, und promismg this should be so, he took 
himself personally the possession and delivery of the said port and 
island of Bombay, walking thereupon taking in his hands earth and 
stones, entering and walking upon ys bastions, putting his hands 
to the walls thereof, and waiking also on the said island taking 
into his hands the earth and stones thereof, and making all other 
like acts which in right were necessary without’ any impediment cr 
contradiction. He accordingly took possession and delivery of the 
said port and island of Bombay very quietly and peaceably that 
the Most Serene King of Great Britain might have possession 
and become master (also his heirs and successors) of the said 
port and island in the form and manner stipulated in the agreement 
between the tWo Crowns and in the instructions from the 
Viceroy. Further in order that the inhabitants thereof, gen- 
tlemen and proprietors of estates and properties within the 
circuit and terntories of the said island abovementioned, who 
pay foyos to the King our master, maye pay the same henceforth 
to His’Most Serene Kingof Great Britain who is charged and in- 
vested with the possession of the said island in the manner and form 
sbovementioned. Of all this the said Luis Mendes Vasconcellos,. 
Overseey of the Royal fistates in general, and Sebastiao Alvares: 
Megos, Chancellor of the Court of Justice at Goa, and the Governor 
Humphrey Cooke ordered this instrument to be made in order td 
give copies thereof to the parties as they may require, and t 
register the same in the Book of Tower of Tombos (Archives) of th 
City of Goa and in that of the Chamber of the City of Bassein an 
ef the Factory of the said city, and at all other competent places, 
Also to cause all the neeessary declarations te be made in arn 
Books in ordef to make clear at all timesthe manner in which thi 
possession was given and delivery was made of the said island. 


Ser errr tt ler tr ratte rertehantnee 


+ Bombay Government Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1751-1756. 
Forrest’s Selections, Home Series, II. 377-379. 
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and port of Bombay. And as they thus ordered this public instru, 
ment to be made, they the said Overseer of the Royal Estates sn 
General, and Luis Mendes de Vasconcellos of the Court of Justice at 
Goa, put ther names thereto in testfmony of their having made 
the said dehvery and given the said possessiog of the islaud of 
Bombay and its port and that the Governor Humphrey,Cooke had 
accepted the possession and deliveryin the manner aforesmd with 
the testimony of those who were present at the time. 


These wvitencsses were the Vereadores of the city of Buassein, 
Joao Mendes de Menezes, Dom Luis Hentiques Nicolao Galvao, 
the Jutye ordmary Manoel de Silva, the attorney Autonio da 
Costa Hapoto, and the clerk of the Chamber Sebastian Rodrigues 
da Salva, the Mayor of the city Vicente Rebello d’Almeida, and 
the Factors and Judge Amaro de Azavedo ‘The Captain of the 
city of Basyein Rui Mendes de Vasconcellos Costa could not be 
present to be a witness to this deed because he was ill and 
confined to his bed. The English witnesses were Ensign John 
Yorne, John Stevens, Henri Gueri, Righard Ball, Walter Galoper, 
John Bird, John Folderry, and ThomasPetery. I, Antonio Monteiro 
de Fonseca Note Public of the city of Bassein and distnets by 
the King our master, came here to Bombay at the requisition of 
the said Overseer of the Royal Estates in gencral and the Chan- 
cellor of the Court of Justice at Goa, the Royal Minister and those 
that came to Bombay with powers aforesaid from the Viceroy to 
give this possession and to make the delivery aforesaid They order- 
ed and directed me to make this instrument of possession and 
delivery 10 the manner and form above related, the Field Captain 
of the said aty Valentim Soares and other noblemen and knights 
that were present have also signed this with me, the said Notary 
Publux, who wrote this im my Noturial Book where the said 
Overseer of the Royal Estates in general Luis de Vasconcellos 
Sebastiao Alvares Migos and the said Governor Inofre Cooke, Verea- 
dores, Judge Procurator and cle:k of the noble city its mayor and 
other witness have all signed and which I have hereunto copied 
and I have signed with my public signature. and which is as ,here- 
under as follows. Doubts should notarise on account 6f several 
words badly wrote in folios 2, 3, and 7.1 


Under the convention with the Viceroy of Goa, Mr. Ctoke 
took possession of the island of Bombay withoutsany of its 
dependencies, and Mr. Gary, one of the Counci? of Surat, held 
a muster of the troops and ordnance brought to Bombay from 


1 The Record copy has this endorsement, Vicente Rebello d’Almeida, Judge for 
the city of Bassem and its Jurisdiction, bythe King our master maketh known 
to all whom this cei tificate of jnetification shall come that the above writing at the 
foot of the copy and the public ig ae thereon 1s the handwriting and signature 
of Antonio Monteiro de Fonseca, Notary Public for this ty, and [do hereby attest 
on the faith of the clerk who wrote thw and in testimony whereof I have put my 
name and sealed with the seal of the Royal arms of the Crown of Portugal used in 
this Court, Bassein, thas 26th day of February 1665. Paid nothing but 14 res far the 
signature and seal. I Gregono Rebello wrote this, Vicente Rebello d’Almeida with- 
out seal ex causa Rebello A true copy: Antonio de Azavedoe Brito. Bom. Gov. 
Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1763-1766. 
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Anjiqiv. Instead of assisting the English or enabling them to 
render Bombay either a retreat for their trade or a place of 
defence, tht Portuguese, by heavy imposts on, their boats passing 
Karanja or Thana, made Mr. Oooke and the garrison immediately feel 
the effects of being deprived of the dependencies of the islartd, which 
had been ceded to fhe King by treaty. So burdensome was the levy 
of 10 to 12°per cent. duty on the merchandize and provisions which 
Bombay boats brought from the continent, that Mr, Cooke was 
forced to put soldiers on board the boats to resist the demand, 


Cooke's settlement and management of Bombay found little 
favour with the Council:at Surat. Sir George Oxinden soon 
discovered that the Moghal Government had become jealous ‘of the 
English possessing an island and forming a garrison on it in the 
immediate vicinity of Surat, 


The jealousy of the Moghal Government was heightened by 
Mr. Cooke inviting native merchants to settle at Bombay under the 
protection of the English garrison This measure convinced the 
Moghal Governor of Surat that the whole scheme had for its object 
to remove the President an& Council to Bombay. Whatever naines 
the English might assume, he considered it impossible that two 
distinct bodies could belong to the same nation, the officers and 
servants of the King and of a Company of merchants who had 
hitherto professed trade to be their ‘only object, but who were 
now furnishing provisions and aid to a garrison with which they 
pretended to have no common interest. : 


Under these embarrassing conditions in January 1666, the 
President and Council of Surat recommended the Court of Directors 
to solicit the King’s permission to build a Factory at Bombay to 
which goods might be brought from. the Deccan or Coromandel 


Coast as well as from the Malabdér Coast aud from Surat. 


With a suitable factory Bombay might become a depét for the 
goods broyght from both sides of Cape Comorin, to be ready 
for the ships on their arrival at Swally or at Bombay. At the same 
tinte the Council explamed that this project would be impracticable 
unless praper arrangements were introduced into the government 
of the islind, and persons appointed duly qualified to administer’ 
its affairs under fixed regulations, . 


Cooke’f conduct and settlement found even less favour in 
Englend then in Surat. Late in 1665, on learning under what terms 
Mr. Cooke had hgrced to receive the island of Bombay from the 
Viceroy of Goa, the King of England resolved to disavow the conven- 
tion as contrary tothe treaty between the Crowns of England 
and Portugal, to recall Mr. Cooke and have him triedfor malprac- 
tices, and to appoint Sir Gervase Lucas to be Governor of Bombay, 
giving at the same time assurances to the Company that their 


y 


1 The President and Council of Surat to the Court, lst January, 16th March, and 
4th April 1666 ; Mr. Cooke to the President and Council of Surat, 2ist February 
1666; President and Council of Surat to Mr, Cooke, Ist March 1666, Biuce’s 
Annals, 11, 174 - 176, as. 
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factories and trade would be protected by tho *Royal fpreey 
eceupying Bombay.! 


? 

In January 1606 before daving England to take up his appoint- 
ment. Sit Gervase Lucas had the whole of the documents trans- 
mitted by Mr. Cooke laid before him. He reprasented to the King 
that the Bombay fortifications were ruimous and bya no means 
suited either for its defence or for the security of the troops, that 
stores of every description would be required, the greater part of 
those sent -with Sir Abraham Shipman being useless or lost ; and 
that in his opmaion it would be necessary to embark 400 men as a 
garrisou, being the same number Sir Abraham Shipman had under 
his command ; that the pay and other yearly charges of the garrison 
would amount to £7371 exclusive of artificers and contingenties, He 
submitted to His Majesty that exghteen months’ stores and provisions 
of every kind must be embarked and some addition made to the pay 
of the Guvernor, at this time only £2 a day, an amount insufficient 
to defray the expenses that must be incurred at so distant a 
station? His Majesty referred Sir Gervase Lucas’ report to the 
Duke of Albemarle (General Monk),*Lord Axlington, and Sir 
Whilham Coventry, Secretaries of State They reported that from 
the uncertainty whether the island of Bombay was in possession of 
His Majesty or not, 1t would beimproper to incur any great expense 
upon it They therefore retommended a reinforcement of 60 men 
under a Lieutenant, who was to have Captain’s pay or eight shillings 
aday, together with a supply of clothes ammunition and stores, and 
a small vessel to be attached to the garrison. The whole expense with 
eighteen months’ pay and provisions for the troops was estimated at 
£11,498 16s? When Sir Gervase Lucas embarked on board the 
Cowpany’s ship Retuin, he, at the King’s desire, obtained from the 
Company a credit for £1500 on the Presidency of Surat, for which 
he was to grant bills on England at 30 days’ sight * On his arrival 
in Bombay on the 5th November 1666, Sir Gervase assumed the 
Governorship and appointed Mr Henry Gary to be Deputy Governor. 


In connection with the credit of £1500 the following entry 
appeais in the Surat Congultations (3rd December 1666) Sir Gervase 
lucas, Knight and Raronet, Governor of the island of Bornbay and 
Commanier-in-Chief of all His Majesty’s Forces in India,® brought 
a letter of credit fiom the Honourable East India Company,our 
Masters, for the payment of £1500 to him for His, Majesty’s 
occasions, This letter was accompanied by one fram Sir Gervase of 


1 Brace’s Annals, II. 168. 

2 bir Gervase Lucas’s observations on the poe respecting Bombay, 18th Janu- 
ary 1666 (East India Papers in the State Paper Office, No 232); Court, to the 
President and Council of Surat, 7th March 1666; Historical Account of Bombay. 
Bruce, II 168-169 

8 Original report of the Duke of Albemarle, Lord Arlington, and Bir Wiham 
Coventry, to the King, relative to Bombay, 26th March 1666 (East India Papers in 
the #tate Paper Office, No 236). Bruce, IL. 169-170, e 
a a to the Presidency of Surat, 24th and 83lst March 1666, Bruce's Annals, 

6 Besiles his political failure Mr. Cooke was charged with fraud and embezzle« 
ment The seat of government from which he was ejected was occupied by Sir 
Gervase Lucas who arrived in Bombay on the 5th of November 1666, Anderson’a 
English in Western India (1854), 54, 
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date ¢he 9th® of November brought us by Mr. Ball, who was em. 
Pewered to receive the value of the said sum in dollars. He expects 
the remittatfce should be accompanied go Bombay by some trusty 
persons appointed by us, thé risk being ours until the money is 
safely delivered him. ‘lo this we demurred for the following 
reasons: First, by” reason of an error in the calculation of the 


‘dollars, which he computes the Sevill at 215 the Mexico at 213 rupees 


per 1007 when by the standard of this place the Sevillis worth 
214 and the Mexico 211: Secondly, our inability to procyre so many 
dollars in specie, none being permitted to pass the mint without 
coinage into the current money of the country rupees: Lastly, our 
ronning the adventure of the money to Bombay, for which we 
have no order from the Company, and in case of miscarriage 
the loss may fall upon our own heads. Wherefore, we made our 
addresses by letter of the-loth of said month, desiring Sir Gea vase 
to take the aforesaid reasous under consideration, and in respect to 
the want of dollars to accept of rupees or sequins. And in case 
he shall still impose the adventure on us, that the moneys may be 
drawn from us at several times, that if a loss happen it may be the 
less considerable. To which we having now by this letter of the 
24th of the past month received his positive answer to furnish him 
with the aforesaid sum upon our adventure without further dispute 
by changing the specie, or by exchanges as we should best contrive, 
we conclude it requisite to prevent misunderstandings between us, 
and such ill consequences as may from thence arse of prejudice to 
the Company’s affairs, to ensure said money unto him on the Com- , 
pany’s account, and to procure what exchanges we can to Bassein at 
the easiest loss, which was the present import of this consultation. 

Sir Gervase Lucas died the 21st May 1567 and Captain Henry 
Gary succeeded as Governor, About the close of the year Mr. 
Gary transmitted with his letters to the King and to the Secretary 
of State the following statement of the revenues of the island, as 
improved by Sir Gervase Lucas and himself . 


Rent of Xeraphins, 
Mazgaon~ oe +a 9,300 0 40 
Mahim one fos 4,797 2 45 
Parel .. ? vee 2,377 1 56 
Vadaila of : 1,738 0 40 
Sion... fe eng, vee «6-790 0 60 
Warli, eae ‘ es 571 1 34 
Bombay a " . 6,344 2 61 

= 25,920 1 18 

Rent of 
The Tobacco Stanck or Farm os 9550 0 0 
The Taverns ous ann . 2,400 0 0 
The Account of Customs... ev 18,000 0 0 
The Account of Cocoanuts a“ « 18,000 0 0 

4 Xeraphins ... 73,870 1 18 

More may be advanced a « 1,129 1 62 


__. ‘Total Xeraphins ... 75,000 0 0 
Which at 13 Xgraphins for 22s. 6d. sterling 
amounts t0 ... ads as , «. £6,490 17 9 


pt Scare eee ES eS NW ee ee ete, = AN 
1 Surat Consultation, 3rd Dec, 1666, Surat Fact. Diar of 1660-1696, 111-112, 
Forrest’s Home Series, 1.210. etal tks yt ¥ ’ 
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To this account of the revenue Mr. Gary subjoined, in his letger’ 


to the King, the state of the treasury at the time and the measures 
he had taken by layimgin protisions and adding such men to the 
garrison as fie could draw together for its defence. The amount of 
treasute was 16,0006 Xeraphins or £1384, and the numbers of the 
garrison were 285. These were composed principally of, French 
Portuguese and Natives, Only 93 English officers weré included. 

In their letter of 23rd_April 1672 the Surat Council ask Bombay 
if there is any*truth in the rumour that Shiv4ji is building a castle 
on Henry-Kenry. “Vhey say the Surat Governor makes this news 
a reason for nob letting the President go, because he says tho 
President will help Shivaji. Let us hear of this say the Council. 
If Shivaji is building a fort on Henry-Kenry it isa much more serious 
matter for Bombay than for Surat.” 

During Mr Gary’s Government the relations between Bombay and 
Surat were far from cordial. One of the chief points in dispute 
was the practice of the Surat Council granting passes to native ships, 
On the 5th.September 1667 the Council regorded that the Presidont 
(Mr. Oxinden) had made known to the Surat Council that Mr. Henry 
Gary, the Governor of Bombay, by his letter of the,4th of July, had 
directed Mr. Gerald Aungicr to acquaint the President that he 
expected the President should forbear giving any more passes for the 
secure navigation of junks, but should send all such persons as 
required passes to the said Governor to receivé them from him. 
This command from one who had been many years a servant to the 

ompany and knew full well the prejudice whieh would fall on the 
friansaction of affairs in Surat should the Council be doprived of 
ite liberty to grant passes, would have seemed the more strange 
dild they not know him to be a person ill affected to the Company's 
ixjterest. and an instigator of Sir Gervase Lucas to make the like 
diemand by a second hand, The Council held that to be deprived 
<f a practice dating from the first settlement of the Company’s trade 
iin Surat would be a great debasement to their repute and credit, 

ithout the power to grant passes, they continue, how can we 
expect to keep these people‘ a good decorum. For this power has 
ever beea an awe upon them engaging them to a civil appearance 
towards us, and has much conduced to the Company's benetit in the 
ecovering and-getting in of debts, which otherwise would have 
roved desperate. Should we now be deprived of this privilege, 
he loss of our reputations here may cause this king to nip in the 
ud those great immunities and privileges lately granted us so much 
the Company’s benefit. ; 
These considerations, they add, bring us to this conclusion: 
hat ag the said Governor had laid his commands upon us by @ 
econd hand, namely Mr. Gerald Aungier, ha should alsa receive 


1Mr, Gary tothe King and to Lorf Arlington, Bombay, 12th December 1667 
‘tatement of the revenues of the island of Bombay enclosed in the preceding letters, 
fast oe ay the State Paper Office, Nos, 243, 245, 246, 248, 249.” Bruce's 
nals, II, 212-216, . ‘ ‘ 
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ow answer from him, That we could by no means lay down 
so ancient a practice, so much consistent with the Honourable 
Companly’s interest, which His Sacral Majesty was graciously pleas- 
ed to own when the ship* Return came out, when the Compony 
addressing therpselves upon advice from us that Mr.“ Humphrey 
Cooke iy the time of his government did impose upon us to the 
obstructing their affairs, he-was graciously pleased to return them 
answer by the Right Honourable the Lord Arlmgton, Principal 
Secretary of State, that effectual directions should be given to the 
respective Governor or Governors of Bombay that they act nothing 
to the Company's prejudice or contrary to their Charter. That 
living under the government of these people we could not refuse 
to give passes to such as demanded them. Therefore, except it 
appear to be our King’s Majesty’s immediate command, or the 
Company give us their order to the contrary (cither of which as in 
duty bound we shall readily obey and conform ourselves to); we 
cannot lay down this so ancient a custom and privilege. And 
therefore we do entreat the Governor to forbear urging us further 
in this business until wé shall receive commands from Europe con- 
cerning it, promising in the intcrim not to constrain these peoplo 


.to take our passes, nor be profuse in giving them until we are 
-urgently moved to it, which we hope he will find so reasonable that 


we shall have his assent for the preSent.' 


In the following ycar (1668) the Governor of Bombay again 
required the Council to cease issuing passes.© The Surat Factory 
Diary contains the following entry of a consultation held on the 
81st July: The receipt of Ictters by the ship Charles, some directed 
to Sir Gervase Lucas and others to himself, has ‘so elevated Mr. Gary 
that he now says, as His Majesty’s interest is like to take root ad 
flourish, he cannot be defective in a point so much tending 
to His Majesty’s honour as not to have his authority acknowledgad 
to reside at Bombay, which must no longer be disputed. H 
therefore hopes it will not be ill resented that he (Mr. Gary) 
renews his demands concerning the passes, which, though it has lair 
dormant awhile, is not deceased ; he dqubts not but our zeal to His 
Majesty’s grandeur will incline us to acquiesce therein, Our 
passes were indeed summoned by him the last year, when we let 
aim ted (what before he well understood) how prejudicial it 
would be to the Company’s affairs here, Yet we would be s 
observant as not to contradict His Majesty's orders, and declare 
then to relinquish our right to issue passes if he had His Majesty’ 
Commission for it. Until he had such Commission we entreatec 
him to forbear troubling us. But he, to show his own grandcu 


. atid to lessen our esteem with these people, not only renews hi 


demands of the passes from us, but has written letters ir, 
Persian to the Governor, the Shawbandar or Harbour Master, and al! 
tho owners of junks in Surat commanding them to fetch theizt 
peter from him, in’ whom the supreme power resides; that Hig; 

ajesty intended to make the port of Bombay the most flourishing 


1 Surat Consultation, 5th Sept. 166 s . 118 9 
Horreta Dame. bance - are 7, Surat Fact. Diary 1 of 1660-1696, 118, 11 


Matenals] 
AND ISLAND 3? 


port in India, and that he is setting out an Armada to scour gho > Chapta: I. 


coasts from pirates These his letters have put the town in an uproar , 
and rarse1 such jealousies in the king’s inmisters, that we have been 
often sent fo. by the Governor and upBraided, that we who had 
received such signal favours and immunities fron, the king, and 
enjoyed a peaceable and flourishing trade in this his port and other 
of his domimons so many yeais, were now destroying this port to set 
up one of our own, Telling us how ill the king would resent this 
business, wondering very much that Mr. Gary should set out an 
Armada to scour their seas, who never desired any such kindness 
from him Nor would the Governor beheve, but Mr. Gary was 
revolted and sct up for himself , and those his Armada were pirates 
intended to rob the junks of the king’s port. The President 
assured him Mr Gary had no such intentions, nor could such a 
thing be. ‘T'o this the Governor hastily retorted : What (says he) 
cannot be? Did you never hear of a son who put his father in 
prison? The Governor was very inquisitive after the situation of the 
island, its bigness, what towns and houses, how inhabited. He asked 
more especially after the fortifications as the was told by the man 
who brought the letters that they had built acastle. This we would 
not understand, but palliated the business what might be. And 
after that the President had urgently pressed him to let the mer- 
chants fetch their passes from thence, tellmg him that Mr. Gary being 
tho king’s minister, ib would be rather safer for them than if they 
received them of usshe dismissed us for that time, telling us the 
business was of no small consequence, and would highly incense 
the king. And not being satisfied with our eVvadmg his discourse 
about their building fortifications, he sent the patamar that 
brought his letters with his broker home to our house to justify it. 


This past, the Governor summons all the king’s officers and the 
merchants of the town to the king’s dazbér, where, when they 
had consulted about the business, we were sent for again. The 
Governor then asking the President who Mr. Gary was. The 
President told him Mr. Gary was a person of honour and the 
(King’s governor of the island. Then he asked whether he were 
‘sreater than we? The President answered: Yea, as the Governor 
hiinself aud the king’s ministers were superior to the merchants of 
the town. Yet some of the merchants knowing Mr. Garysceased 
not to set him at naught with much earnestness, declaring they 
would receive none of his passes, although we often "pressed them 
to it as a thing that might conduce more to their peaceable naviga- 
tion than if they received ours. Nothing that we could plead 
would prevail with them. They told us that we in our artieles 
had agreed to give them passes here, and as we have continued 
so to do even to this day, so would they still expect passes from us 
while we remain in their port. To which the President answered 
that when those articles were niade there was no other interest in 
these parts but the Company’s, Now there is another of the King’s, 
which ought to have the greater respect, and to which the Company 
must submit. This swayed not anything with the merchants. ‘T'o 
those articles they would still bind us; while we reside and trade 
in their country they would go no further for their passes, The 
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Governor teld us should Surat shipowners submit to go to Bombay 
for their passes to-morrow the Dutch would scnd them to Batavia 
and the French to Madagascar. If yoy shall opject (said they) that we-’ 
send to Goa for the Portugal passes, 16 is because the Purtugals have 
none of their people residing in our country for trade If they did we 
would make theif give us passes here. T'o conclude, the Governor first 
on behalf of the king and port,and the Shawbandar for the merchants, 
gave us this positive answer: That as they had ever received their 
passeg from us in this port, so would they still demand them. 
If we refused to give passes they would son their vessels to sea 
without them, And if in their navigating any junk or the least 
boat did receive any disturbance from any of our nation, they bid 
us look to it, for they would have full satisfaction from us. Then 
the king’s intelligenccr required our positive answer that he might 
write our resolutions up to the king. But foreseeing the danger 
of the king’s displeasure, and the hazard of the Company’s estate 
thereby, the President desired the governor, the intelligencer, and the 
rest to suspend their resolution of advising the king of this business 
until he had written to the Governor of Bombay and used his endeav- 
ours with him, declaring this was newly happened and without 
his knowledge. This beimg granted we took our leave. Since then 
they have been enquiring very narrowly after the condition of the 
island, and the king’s intelligencer sent the President word that he 
must advise the king of their fortifying, lest he suffer under the 
king’s displeasure as his predeecssor had done for neglecting it. 


Allthat we havo here collected, makes it perspicuous that this king 
and his ministers hdve a jealous eye upon His Majesty’s island and 
port of Bombay. The King will have far greater jealousy (we pray 
God it extend not to the loss of it, and our trade in his dominions) 
when he shall come to read those immature unreasonable letters af 
Governor Gary(s sent to the king’s ministers here, in a time whe 
Bombay is not in a condition to be defended against the arms of sq 
powerful a king bordering upon them, from whose country they are 
stored with all manner of provisions Nor can we imagine what 
future troubles this may bring upon us in our persons. We mus 
certaigty expect great trouble in the Company’s affairs, So th > 
having fully debated this business, we conclude to send Governu#; 
Gary a narrative of these proceedings that he may see into what a 
fabyrifith of troubles he bas involved us ; endangering the Company's 
estate and privileges and (we fear) His Majesty’s island; and te 
entreat him once more not to molest us and obstruct the course of our 
trade ; but to defer his pretences to the passes to a more convenient 
opportunity, unless he have His Majesty’s positive order to command 
tus‘to lay them down, to which we shall most humbly submit, being 
ready to suffer all manner of ways rather than disobey His Majesty. 
Desiring him for our security to send us that clause which warrants 
him to his dgmands, telling him that unless it be expiessly 
commanded from the Court, we cannot answer it, not having yet 
received anything to warrant us to take our orders from him, but 
from the Company grounded upon their Charter.! 
te A ee eg rg ents 
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During the same year (1668) the question whether ships from 
Swatto England should call at Bombay caused some inutation “at 


Smat. The Factory Diary under date 31st July 1668 ¢has the * 


following entry The “President having received scveial letters 
fiom Governor Gary, moie particularly two of them of date the 
aid and lth July, concerning the Company’s *goneral affairs, 
he convened his Council and caused the said letteis to be 
read, The fiist, treated wholly about our sending down the 
first ship we shall despatch for England, to touch at the port of 
Rombay, where he promised she‘shall remain not longer than 
twelve hours, to receive those advices indispensably necessary to be 
sent His Majesty by the first conveyance, whereby we shall do such 
an eminent piece of service that all our former cannot parallel, and 
will make amends for that sudden and hasty departure of the Return 
from India without Sir Gervase’s advices. These with many 
other rhetouical expressions accumulated and pressed home upon the 
President, we having well considered, we concluded the ship in her 
passage home shall wait upon him, if we have not positive orders 
from the Company to the contrary or something more than we can 
imagine at this distance intervene.! 


Meanwhile during the latter part of 1667 and the beginning 
of 1668, on the one hand the friction and rivalry between 
Bombay and Surat, on thee other the cost and trouble of 
managing Bombay had iesulted in the ofter of the Company to 
take over Bombay and in the decision of the King to approve 
the transfer. At a General Consultation held at Surat on the 
3rd of September 1668, whereat were present tlhe Right Worshipful 
Sir George Oxinden, Knight, President, Mi. John Goodier, 
Mr Gerald Aungier, Captain Henry Young, Mr. Sticinsham 
Master, and Mr. Mathew Gray, Secietary, the following note was 
recorded : 

The ship Constantinople Merchant by God’s blessing arriving 
two days since at the Bar of Swally, the Commander Captain 
Ward and Captain Henry Young came up in their boat the last 
evening, presenting the President with the Honourable Company’s 
advices. Among the advices were His Majesty’s Royal Chartesunder 
the broad seal of England for the taking possession of the island of 
Bombay with all and singular the appurtenances and revenues there- 
unto appeitammng, His Majesty having been graciously pleas 
frecly to bestow it on the Honourable East India Company, our 
Masters, who by an instrument under their common seal have 
deputed their President and Council, and some other persons therein 
nominated, or any two or more of them, to receive and possess 
the said island fot their use. Forasmuch as of the several 
persons nominated, no more were at present in Surat than those 
convened at this Council, and seeing the matter to be urgent the 
President propounded the choice of some persons ous of this Coun- 
cil that should immediately prepare themselves for this urgent 


1 Surat Consultation, 31st July 1668, Surat Fact, Diary 1 of 1600-1696, 126, 
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afair ; he declared how necessary it was, and with what willing- 
ness he would go himself in person. But the Company’s affairs 
were so pressing, large advices from the Company ani many 
things to speak to and a®ship speedily to be laden for England, 
that it was not, possible for him to leave Surat. He therefore pro- 
ounded Mr. John Goodier, next in Commission and quality, and 
y his intimacy with the Deputy Governor Gary, and the influence 
he hath upon the affections of the other officers, gained in a visita- 
tion of that island, were very much to conduce to «heir peaceable 
surrender and ,our quiet possession of the place. Mr. Goodier 
readily accepted the proposal, declaring his willingness to serve 
the Company upon all occasions. As neither Mr. Aungicr, by 
reason of his employment in the warehouses, many of which being 
full of goods housed by him to be laden on the first ship, and by 
the absence of Mr. Goodier receiving into his charge the accounts, 
nor Mr. Gray who was required for despatch of advicés to the 
Company could be spared, Captain Young and Mr. Streinsham 
Master, being all that remained of the persons nominated in Coin-* 
mission were joined with Mr. Goodier. Myr. Tho. Cotes having 
accepted the Company's service and being well acquainted with all 
the officers and soldiers upon the-island, and with the customs of 
the people and privileges of the place, was added to the other three, 
all four to make a Council, Mr. Gdodier to reside chief, and con- 
vene the rest upon all occasions that shall require consultation. 

It was further determined, for more expedition in the unloading 
of the ship, that she might be prepared to receive on board the afore- 
said deputed persdns and voyage with them to Bombay, that tke 
Constantinople Merchant should remove from her anchoring at the 
river's mouth and proceed into Swally Hole to unload 


Four days later (7th September 1668) the Surat Council held 
their first corsultation on the improvement’ of their Masters’ new 
possession of Bombay and recorded the following note; 

It being the Honourable Company’s desire ina clause of their 
letter of the 27th March Jast (1668) now received (1st September 
1668) by the Constantinople Merchant,ghat we contrive the best way 
for thé making Bombay a port for the exportation and importation’ 
of goods and persons to and from Persia, Mokha, and other parts; And 

efor the effecting of this that we employ at present the Chesnut pink 
and get some other vessel to be there that merchants may be encour- 
aged to comathither, and further that we advise them what shipping 
will be fitting for the encouraging this affair, and they will send 
themus, We deliberately considering thereon, do find many rea- 
sons inducing us to buildthem shipping in this country, where timber, 
iron work, carpenters, and many other matcrials are very \cheap, the 
building far more substantial than in England, and more proper 
for these parts, in regard they will require no sheathing, nor caulk- 
ing more than the decks, and by the industry of these people from 
what they have learned from our nation, as handsomely built as our 
English vessels, and yet further for the drawing merchants to tho 
port, who may be encouraged when they see us building shipping there, 


ty RD 
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and for the encouragement of the natives in setting them’on wor!, 
so that the money expended will remain in the island, apd the 
people be the better enabled to pry those duties and rents annually 
receivel from them, the best timber befhg procurable near hand 
very cheap “These reasons we doubt not will be, satisfactory to 
the Company, it tending wholly to the benefit and incrgase of 
trade in that port and island. Wherefore we conclude to set two 
ships upon the stocks at thei island of Bombay, one about 200 the 
other 300 tons, and to write home to be sent us by the first ship- 
ping standing masts, yards, guns, pitch, tar, cordage, all other things 
beme procurable here 1 

The Comuussioners reached Bombay onthe evening of the 21st 
September 1068, and His Majesty’s Warrant was at once delivered 
to Captain Gary. A day was spent in preparation for the ceremony, 
and on Wednesday the 23rd the Commissioners landed and were 
received by the Governor with mihtary honours. The island was 
then taken possession of in the name of the Honourable Company 
and the necessary transfers etteeted. 


Of these ‘neccessary transfers’ the Commissioners give the follow- 
ing details in their letter to the President, Surat, dated Bombay Road 
28th September 1668, Our last was from on board the Constanti- 
nople Mcichant of the 20th cunent per hoy Despatch. On the 
21st, in the evening, we happily arrived in Bombay road when 
Captain Young and Mr Cotes went on shore to deliver His Sacred 
Mayesty’s letter directed to Sir Gervase Lucas and Deputy Governor 
Gary, as also a paiticular letter from John Goodier, copy of which 
is herein enclosed, as also Governor Gary’s particular answer 1eturned 
next mormng by Corporal Roby. After this Governor Gary de- 
spatched Captai Young and Mr. Cotes on board, to assure us by word 
of mouth that they were making all possible speed for our reception 
on shoie, and that the next morning would be a convenient time. 
This message we gladly received, and returned by Captain Young 
a civil grateful answer. So we prepared ourselves for the neat 
day’s ceremomes, when according to promise Captain Young and 
others came on board to accompany us onshore. The Commanders 
of the ships showed themselves very civil at our disembarking, as 
well in the term of our voyage. Wherefore we humbly entreat your 
particular acknowledgment to them, for we have found them on? 
all occasions very ready to assist us. Captain Ward has ebeen at 
expense of wine and cheer more than ordinary, which please to 
consider as you think fitting, and so we leave them to, acquaint you. 

At our landing we were met by Governor Gary, and other officers, 
who at the head of their several Companies military drawn up by 
the sea side, received us with very much respect and ceremony and 
so accomrpanied us into the Fort. In the Fort Governor Gary causod 
all the soldiers to make their approach toward usin mulitury order, 
first being by the Chief Officers commanded to lay down their arms 
and to march towards us without them, yet in decent rank, and 


1 Surat President & Couneil’s Consultation, 7th Sept. 1668, Surat Fact. Diary 1 
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tffere in the head.of them all he made a short speech, much in 
the honour and praise of the Honoyrable Company and caused His 
Majesty’s privy Seal to he publicly read. °At which for the gene- 
rality the officers and soldiers were well pleased thateHis Majesty 
had disposed the island to the Honourable Company to whom they 
owned ébedience. ter this we caused the Company’s Commis- 
sion (in parchment) to the President and Council, together with your 
Commission to us to be also read publicly. When the reading was 
over they marched back to their arms, and took them up for the 
Honourable Company when John Goodier made a short speech to 
encourage and confirm them in their obedience by assuring every 
man his former quality and pay, Captain Gary excepted. At 
present Captain Gary is very busily employed in making up several 
accounts, which being effected he intends to deliver the balance in 
unto us, and promises his utmost endeavour and assistance in the 
Company’s service. This we have reason to believe, because that 
hitherto he hath met all our desires with a ready compliance, 
indced it is beyond what we could expect, and therefore we humbly 
request he may be looked upon accordingly. 


The several Officers as Captain Toldery, Lieut. Burgess, Lieut. 
Houghton, Ensign Gollopher, and Ensign Langford were very instru- 
mental in their several degrees andestations to promote our desires, 
and further the Company's interests, when divers soldiers deserted 
thew service, and with their mutinous example had like to have 
infected many more, who laid down their arms, denying any future 
service. Wherefore we were enforced to confine them in a room, in 
order to sending them on board. Which when they saw, they used the 
mediations of Captain Toldery that they might be admitted to their 
arms again, promising much obedience for the future. They were 
received accordingly, only lost this by their refractoriness : that the 
civility and kindness we intended to show them, we are now 
enforced to exchange for a more reserved demeanour. 


By the vacancy of Mr. Price, who was Lieut. to the late Governor, 
Lieut. Burgess at present Licut. to Captain Toldery, claims his place, 
by unifitary right of succession ; also Lieut. Houghton, who is provi- 
sional Lieutenant with but Ensign’s pay, claims his 1ight to be real 
eicutenant. Ensign Langford is also but provisional Ensign with 
Serjeant’s pay, but he pretends to be rcal Ensign as is his due So 
that fo the preventing all discontents and further obliging them, 
we could wish your Honour’s personal appearance here, or that you 
would please to give order for Commissions to be given them 
according to their desires exhibited to us respectively, Samuel 
Burgess made his humble request to us that according to that 
general promise of continuing every, one in their places, he also 
might be continued in his, whose rensonable desire we kindly 
recommend te your Honour’s favourable confirmation, as also his 
wages according as you in your wisdom shall think him deserving 


As for giving the Englishmen encouragement to carn a peny by 
setting and planting and breeding of hogs and ducks, it is a 
wo1k of time, and requires rather our observation and study than 
further reply, -As for hogs and ducks they have been looked upon 
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as the annoyance of this island in the time of corn, being wont to 
break down and through the best fences that the husbandry, of this 
island affords, so that (as we are informed } proclamations have been 
issued out foi their destroying as often as they are found upon the 
corn, Accotding to your orders we shall defer sgtting of land to 
that purpose tall your Honour’s coming, which for many weighty 
reasons we desire may be with all convenient speed. 


The Portuguese Gentus and other mhabitants have made -their 
congratulatory ’addresses, the former petitioning us for mercy and 
redress (being much oppressed, especially in the behalf of orphans 
and widows whom they pretend to be deprived of their lands), 
to which we gave them a civil answer, encouraging them accord- 
ing to order that they shall have all fair fedress at the President's 
arrival, which we hope to be sudden, So they returned to their 
habitations well satistied. ° 


As for the settling of the Customs, we shall punttually observe 
your orders by giving all encouragement toaGerchants. To that 
purpose have settled Mr Cotes at Mahim ayd forthe present are 
necessitated to appoint Mr. Francis in Bombay, who hath orderg to 
comply with the merchants according to your directions to Bs. 


As for the business of Cullian-Biwnde we have not had time or 
opportunity to enquire concerniag it, having been so busily employ- 
ed in several various affairs, and talking so much as some of us 
have lost our voices ; therefore desire your patience till the return of 
the Bantam, when we hope to give satisfaction. 


Concerning Thana and Béndra we shall enquire, and after in- 
formation given to us we shall communicate it to you according to 
order, 


For encouragement to merchants we shall observe your directions 
set down to us, and hope ere long to reap the fruits’of our labours 
which yet requires some time. Captain Gary makes no dispute of 
naioney or anything else, but promises with all expedition to surren- 
der up to us whatever is here, or in Surat or Persia, so that his 
readiness shows his sincerity, for the Company’s service, which he 
lhopes you will in convenient time consider. “+ 

| As for the licenses of tobacco and rents of cocoanuts, we shall at 
imore leisure inform ourselves and send you an account therecf. ° 


_ As tothe soldiers. that are marmers, we find none desirous to 
leave the Company’s service but two seamen who are debauched 
and ill-governed men, therefore are sent on board Capt. Ward with 
the character befitting their deportment. 


. As for the Chesnut pink much charge has been laid out upén 
her, being in a great part repaired, yet will require some time ere 
she is fitted, which we will hasten what possibly we can. For her 
quicker despatch we have this day made Henry White Commander 
according to your orders and have also made Francis Morewood 
Boatswam, and the resé of the officers and seamen we shall place 
according as we see occasion and desert. 


We have acquainted Captain Gary that the acknowledgment for 
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théisland shall be authenticated in what manner ‘will best content 
ehim, at which he is well pleased and satistied and thankful for your 
care. 


For the two ships intended to be built there are some preparations 
made already, ag some quantity of timber and more will shortly be 
procureds after we have learnt the experience of these parts. Which 
may give us further light into what you mention concerning the 
Portuguese Customs, and we do not doubt but expedients may be 
found to regulate their actions. Hirji Modi we shah advise withal 
concerning the timber, at a more leisureable tifhe; in the mean 
time we have used arguments to persuade him to be honest and 


industrious as he promises, 


The 10,000 rupees mentioned are safe in the Company’s fort. 
We should have been plad that the broadcloth you intended 
had been shipped on the Constantinuple Merchant, for we are in- 
formed that some will vend in these parts, wherefore have desired 
the quantity expressed, in the note of other gaods here enclosed, to 
which please to be referged. The Chirurgery Chest is brought on 
shore and in the doctor’s custody. Will. Menchin was intended 
home, but upon second thought desires to continue in the Com- 
pany’s service, and so according to order we have his note herewith 
sent for the Honourable Companys satisfaction. The Constan- 
tinople we were necessitated to continue in the road to this day, 
in regard that yesterday was the Sabbath day and the tides falling 
out so early hath occasioned her stay a day longer, for which we 
crave your favourable censure. 


a 4 
Mr. Streinsham Master doth now return on the Constantinople 
Merchant in conformity to your order. though our extraordinary 
occasions require a person of his abilities and deserts, who as he 
hath been so would have yet further been very useful to us in thiis 
joncture of business; but our oceasions must submit to your plea- 
sure; he will more fally satisfy you of all proceedings in thes 
parts; we wish hima, prosperous passage and safe arrival with you\. 
Captain Young is gn vestod in the charge of Captain Gary’s Com 
pany ,of foot soldiers, a list whereof, as*also of Captain Toldery’s, iq 
now sent. The book ofaccount Captain Young intends to enter upo 
with all convenient speed, for whose assistance we have appointed 
“Mr. Jao. Martyr. 


“ One Peter Stephenson, who at our first landing was very mutinou 
and refractory, and Jaid down his arms, having used many oath 
and imprecations that he would never serve the Honourable Com- 
pany, but among the first laid down his arms refusing to take the 
up again till (by whatever persuasions) the next day, excusing the 
his former error by pretence of being in drink, yet the very same 
night was drowned in a well.and se attained not to the honour he 
was unworthy of, dying thus suddenly as a terrible example. 


Muidan desires to take his passage on the ship which we granted 
him in respect of his urgent and earnest occasions at Surat, whose 
experience here hath made him very able to do us service ; therefore 
if you think fitting, your licensing his return to us again may | be 

‘ 
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useful to us mm our future proceedings; he will inforni you what 
cloth and other commodities will vend here, to whom please to be 
referred, 2 A 

Our occasions in regard of adding some necessary building to the 
house, will require two carpenters anid two bricklaygrs. Those which 
were lately sent for hence are reputed very honest men, ,which if 
procuiable will be very useful to us. 


One Mr Thos. DuPlessis, a French gentleman of quality that 
came over with Sir Abraham Shipman, with whose death he lost his 
hopes of pref. rmeft, having served several years in His Majesty’s 
service and having resolved before this alteration to go home by the 
first, having to that end obtained Captain Gary’s leave and passport 
recommendatory, upon his desire to us expressed we have given 
him lease to take his passage on the ship. 

We have taken out of the Constantinople Merchant 251 plates of 
copper and 2 hhds. of alum, which we hope shortly to dispose of to 
advantage. 

Ramsimar (Riimehandva Shenvi) the Portugal scrivan (clerk) is so 
necessary foi his knowledge of all the affairs of the island by his so 
long residence here, that we are forced to make use of him, desiring 
your approbation, 

Now we are near the concluSion. We find we want the Com- 
pauy’s Seal, wherefore please at your convenient time to afford us 


‘one, which 1s all we have time for at present to trouble you with. 


We shall conclude with our hearty prayers that God would give a 
Jessing to all our labours and that his goodness may successfully 
rown all our endeavours, which we shall never be wanting in to 

_ppreve ourselves. Your Honour’s faithful and most humble 

jervants—John Goodier, H. Young, Tho. Cotes.— Bombay, Septem- 

per 28th, 1848. - 
P.S —The hist of the soldiers, above promised, is not sent because 
the shortness of time we could not conveniently muster , there~ 
fore crave your Honour’s excuse, and for the Bantam we shall 
despatch 1t with all expedition, resolving for the future to be more 
punctual —J. G, H. Y,,T. C2 “e 


In the following year (1669) the Court appointed Sir George 
Oxinden to be President at Surat with a Council of eight, Mr«Geraled 
Aungier, Mi Mathew Gray, Mr. Thomas Rolt, Mr. Henry Young, 
Mr Streinsham Master, Mr. Charles James, Mr. Phillip Gyfford, anc 
Mr Alexander Grigby, five of whom were constantly to reside at 
Surat, particularly Mr. Aungier, Mr.wGray, and Mr. James. Bruce 
notices this as the first example of a regular constitution with 
checks in the Company’s Foreign dependencies.? 


, When the Court of Directors took into. consideration the report 
pf the Presidency of Surat on the events which had attended the 


! Commissioners to Surat, 28th bay Ya phen 1668, Bombay Gazette and Times of 
‘pdia of 1Uth November 1892, from Birdwood’s Records at the India Office, 

4? Bruce’s Annals, II 252~253, Sir George Oxinden died on L4th July 1669 and 
tx. G, Aungier succeeded him as President at Surat, Bruce Annale, IE 361, 
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takjng posséssién of the island of Bombay, and the appointment 
‘of Captain Young to be Deputy Governor, they came to the 
Yollowing*resolutions With respect go the puilding of vessels for 
the defence of the island, ¢hey appointed Mr. Warwick Pett to 
proceed to Bombay and to construct two vessels, for which equip- 
ments and stores *would be sent on the ships of the season,’ explain- 
ing that their reason for appointing Mr, Pett was his practical 
knowledge of ship building, in which he could instruct the settlers 
to thetadvantage of the island. They next appointed Captain 
Smith and Captain Toldery, two of the officers commanding the 
military at Bombay, to act as engineers who were to employ under 
them such persons in the garrison as might be qualified to assist 
in constructing and repairing the fortifications, being of opinion 
that professional men could not be obtained in England without 
large salaries and that they probably might expose the Company 
to heavy charges from the speculations into which men of this 
description usually lead their employers. The Court also intimated 
to the Presidency of Surat that any application to the Crown of 
Portugal for redress woyld be hopeless, and therefore that the 
Deputy Governor and his Council must endeavour to strengthen 
the island so as _to prevent obstructions from Thana and Karanja, 
and to retaliate by exacting customs from the Portuguese till they 
could bring them to a reasonable accommodation of trade. 


On the subject of the claims of the Portuguese to lands on the 
island, the Court ordered that it should be ascertained whether 
the lands belonged to the Crown of Portugal or to individuals in 
1661, the date of thes cession, and that all acquisitions posterior to 
that date must be held to have proceeded from an. imperfect right.) 
Still, as it would be imprudent to delay strengthening the fort or 
building the town, the presidency were authorized to purchase the! 
lands in the immediate vicinity of the fort, provided the expense 
did not exceed £1500, The Deputy Governor was also instructed 
for the improvement of the island, to encourage plantations of 
pepper, and manufactures of the cloths which had formerly been 
brought from the neighbouring continent, and, if possible, to render, 
such cloths a fabric of the island The inhabitants were to be 
allowed a moderate toleration ; but the claims of the Jesuits, though 
admissible by the Portuguese usages, were not to be held valid in 
an Eng¥sh settlement.! 


In 1660, Mr. Young, the Deputy Governor of Bombay, reported 
to the Court that the fortifications were improved ; that the garrison 
required a supply of recruits and accommodation for the soldiers 
and the families of settlers who had arrived in the ships from 
Europe; and that application had been made by the Sidi of Rdjdpur 
(Rajpuri) for an asylum at Bombay in case he should be obliged to 
abandon Réjpuri to Shivaji, The Deputy Governor submitted that as 
Réjpuri had formerly been deemed an object of importance to the 
Company, because, with a small European garrison, it could hold, 


A A ep 


he 


1 The Court to the President and Council of Surat, 2nd August 1669 and inl 
February 1670, Bruce’s Annals, IT, 254 - 256, 
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out against any attack eithor of Shivaji or the Moghal, it might 
be prudent, under the present circumstances, to get. possesion of it,, 
asit would place theeCompahy’s trade and shipping in a better 
situation than they were at Bombay or tven at Surat.! 


Before the close of 1669 Mr. Aungier who had sbecome doubtful 
of the prudence of Mr Young’s administration of Bombay, recalled 
him to Surat Mr Aungier instructed the other Commissioners to take 
charge of the island till he should himself arrive and promulgate the 
evil and military regulations sent by the Court. He was of opinion 
that it would be dangerous to entertain the proposal of the Sidi of 
Rajpuni to protect him at Bombay, as this might offend the Moghal 
and be followed with disastrous effects to Surat, he therefore 
recommended the Council at Bombay to give evasive answers to the 
Sidt’s applications and to lay aside the project of obtaining posses- 
sion of Danda Réjpuri, though it mght afterwards become a 
subject of consideration. The Deputy Governor Mr. Young resign- 
ed his office on the 13th November 1669 to Mr James Addams 
and five Commissioners, and embarked with his family for Surat.* 


A dispute between the Dutch and the Portuguese attracted the 
notice of the Governor of Surat who suspected that the English 
had been paxties to the dispute and that the scheme of the Europeans 
was to ruin the trade of Syrat by seizing on their junks and 
withdrawing to Bombay. This suspicion obliged Mr. Aungier to 
remain at Surat till he could despatch the ships for Europe. 
He directed one of them to touch at Bombay and receive from the 

ommuissioners @ full report for the Court on the state of the forti- 
Fenton and docks, and on the reinforcements required for the 
trarrison This report stated that the stock had been employed in 
}broviding investments, but that the expenses incurred for building 
he fort at Bombay to render it maccessible toa European enemy, 
would require a separate fund from that intended for the provision 
| of the investment The supply of special funds could alone 
render the island a secure residence for native traders and manu- 
facturers. 


In 1669 Captain HenrysYoung who had been Deputy Governor 

of Bombay was accused of many irregularities. At a constfltation 

| on the 27th November 1669 the Surat Couneil decided that Bombay 

was the most convenient place for the investigation, In January 

1670 it was concluded that Mr. Charles James and Mr. Alexander 

Grigby should accompany the President to Bombay to assist him 
in Council.® 


1 Bombay to the Presidency of Surat, 4th August, 6th and 16th October,*and 
2nd November 1669. (Suiat Letter Book, Vol. LVIII. pages 123, 148, 151, 153) 
Bruce, IT 268 

3 The Presidency of Surat to the Commissioners at Bombay, 1st November 1669. 
Bombay to Surat, 15th November 1669. Bruce, II. 269, 4 

3 The Presidency of Surat to the Court, 26th November 1669, Bruce, II. 269-270. 

4 Twenty-one oe were brought against Mr. Young. Thetnal ended with 
sn order that he should be taken on shipboard and sent to England, See Anderson’a 
English m Western India 97-98, and Bombay Consultation dated 22nd January 1669 
(should be 1670) in Surat Fact. Diary 1 of 1660 - 1696, 

5 Surat Consultation 2nd January 1670, Surat Facts Diary 1 of 1660 - 1696, 
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Feesident Aungier embarked at Surat on the 11th January 1670. 
Dn his arzival at Bombay, after investigating the accusations against 
Captain Soane, Governor Aungier ptblishedsthe Company’s regu- 
lations for the aviland milftary administration of the island. He 
formed two Courts of Judicature ; the inferior court to cdnsist of a 
Company’s civil officer, assisted by native officers, who were to take 
cognizance of all disputes under 200 Xeraphins (Rs. 145); and the 
superior court to consist of the Deputy Governor and Council to hear 
appeals from the inferior court, and to take cognizance of all civil 
and criminal cases. The decisions of the superior eourt were to be 
final, and without appeal, except in cases of the greatest necessity. 
Both courts were to meet reyrularly once a week, He next reduced 
the military establishment from two to one company, but made 
provision for the supernumeraries till this small establishment 
should be brought into form. He appointed a supervisor of the 
fortifications, and an accountant to keep regular books of the 
expenditure. Without receding from the principle he modified the 
exemption from taxes for five years, recommended by the Court, 
to encourage the merchants and manufacturers, by continuing the 
old customs on the produce of the island, on cocoanuts and coir 
used as cordgge, and on wine, arrack, opium, and tobacco; he 
exempted bullion and the goods specified in the Court's order from 
all customs ; and, to cover the loss of revenue, imposed a port-duty 
of one per cent. The result of a survey of the land showed the 
land revenue had been over-rated by not deducting the large pro- 
portion claimed and retained by the Jesuits. On the other hand 
the amount of the lésser inland customs had been under-rated. 
When put up to sale they produced £200 more in 1669-70 than 
in the preceding year. With regard to the projected town, the 
expenses incurred in erecting the fort had rendered it a subject 
for future consideyation. As the claims for rights to lands near 
the town had been numerous, he had removed the fishermen to some 
distance, and intended to build houses on the ground where their 
huts stood. It would cequire time to adjust the foundations 
of the rights to lands before houses for the settlers and merchants 
could be erected 

In February 1670 as the Governor had shortly to return to Surat, 
it yas resolved that in regard of his great abilities and experience 
in the fhanagement of affairs, Mr. Mathew Gray should be 
Deputy Governor and Commander-in-Chief; Mr. Ph. Gyfford, 
Accountant and Second in Council, Mr. Thomas Colts, Customer 
of Mahim; Mr. Robert Barbor, Customer of Bombay ; and Mr. John 
Martin, Secretary or Register to the Council. That in military 
affair$ Captain John Burges and the rest of the Commission officers 
be called to Council and that in-eivil matters Mr. Sterling be 
assistant in Council.4 


em, 


iA i aad of Surat to the Court, 30th March 1670. Bruce's Annals, II. 

a Bombay Consultation, 12th February 1670, Surat Factory Diary 1 of 1660-1696, 
On his return to Surat on the llth March 1670, Mr. Aungter found thetown ina 
great alarm from a threatened mvasion by Shivéjze Bruce, II. 272. 
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Before leaving Bombay (February 1670) the Governor decided 


to make use of a resident on the island a Portuguese by name, 


Simao Serrao, a man well rea@ in the civil and imperial faws and 
one who by his experience and practite in the laws and customs 
of the Portuguese was ably qualified to do the Company effectual 
and good service in discovering their just right and privilege. The 
Deputy Governor was to make use of Simao as occasion presented 
for the common benefit, rewarding him as he shall merit and the 
Council deen» convenient : 


He also decidéd that the Company’s proposals concerning the 
building of wharfs docks and cranes being a work of time should 
be reserved to future consideration. As to the suggestion that the 
Company should make Bombay a. free port for five years he desired 
the Council seriously to consider whether this grant would answer 
the end the Company aimed at and bring trade to the port, and 
if so whether considering the smallness of the Company’s quick 
stock in India and the gieat charge they were at in raising the 
fur tifications they could afford to make the experiment.? 


At Surat the affairs of Bombay continued to engage President 
Aungier’s attention The Srfrat Diary for 28th October 1670 
details a consultation on letters received from Bombay. Atter 
serious dehate it was resqlved that the Deputy Governor and 
Council’s proceedings touching the altermg the price of rice, raising 
a breastwork upon the wall of the fort, and setting up the gates, 
be approved ; that Robert Kirby, now carpenter of the ship Oxinden, 
be ordered to repair to Bombay for the servjce of the Company’s 
affairs there ; and that certain idle bricklayers be turned out 4 


On the 10th January 1671 the President resumes ina letter to 
the Court of Directors: Now we are on discourse of your island 
,Bom)ay, we humbly recommend to you certain rude proposals 
which have offered themselves to our thoughts tending as we 
hope to render the colony useful in some measure to England, 
and in a condition to bear its own charge. We entreat you to 
receive these proposals under your debate and what part thereof 
you shall in your wisdomedetermmine worthy to be put 1, practice, 
please to strengthen us with sufficient power or insthuctions 
that your orders may be the more fully obeyed. Your ships 
George and Charles—the former whereof we expect guddenly 
from Queda and the latter now lying in on freight for Pprsia—are 
weakly manned, having lost most of their men by mortality,’ These 
we have supplied from Bombay. Hereafter for the better manning 
of your shipping, as also the brigandines or frigates to be built 
and the hoys, we humbly propose that it would be necegsary 
to require all the Commanders of the shipping you send to these 
ports to bring out supernumerary men according to their respective 
burthens at the owner's charge; that so they may leave some spare 


; Bombay Consultation, 12th February 1670, Surat Fact Diary I of 1660-1696. 
Bombay Consultation, 6th February 1670, Surat Fact. Diary 1 of 1660 - 1696, 


3 Surat Consultation dated Swally Marme, 28th October 1670, Surat Fact, 
1 of 1600 - 1696, : sats Daa aa cf 
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Chapter I.* | mex’ behind” them by which means your ships will be the hetter 
History. supplied without charge to you. Some mates and masters for such 
frigates as shall be designed to be buflt for the use of your island 
Bombay will also be wanted! 


As intimated ig the above letter of January 1671, the President 
and Coungil at Surat submitted the following proposals touching 
Bombay Island 2 


That in regard the general charges of the island, now that 
the customs are given free and the seized lands restored, are great 
and do far exceed the revenue, therefore to the end that the sole 
burthen of the charge may not light on the Company only, seeing 
they reap no benefit thereby, it seems reasonable that a general 
tax or assessment be enordered on the respective inhabitants over 
and above the present foro, which is only a kind of quit-rent and 
very inconsiderable. 


That the said tax be proportioned not only towards defraying 
the charge of the garrison but also all other general charges of 
what nature soever, to wig: * : 


(1) Drawing a line of fortification for the new town to be 
built, ° 


(2) Building a mould and docks for shipping when it shall be 
thought fitting. ‘. 


(3) Building’ a fair common house, wherein may be also 
appointed chambers for the Courts of Justice, warehouses or 
granaries for corn,and ammunition, as also prisons for several 
offenders. 


(4) Salaries or wages for Public officers, to wit: 
a. Governor, y 
b. Deputy Governor, 
c. Treasurer, cere 
. Accountant, and Assistants. 
. Council, 
. Secretary, J 
. Judge of the Courts ofJudicature and officers, 
. Procurator General and his clerks. 
. Public Notary. 
. Sheriff or Chief Constable and officers. 
e k, Other necessary officers. ‘ 
(5) Building of six galleys or brigandines for the guard of the 
port and for convoys. ; 

That the said tax or assessment be appointed and commanded 
by public order from the Honourable Company to their Governor 
and Council, who must be required to levy and proportion it in 
such nature as may be least burthensome to the people and may 


Se ee Senne 


* Surat Government (Messrs. Aungier, Gray, James and Grigbie) to the Conrt 
of Directors, Swally Manne, 10th January 1671, Surat Fac. Out. Letter Book 1 of 
1630-1673, 202, Forrest’s Home Series, Y 44 «45. 


* Surat Fact. Out, L. B. 1 of 1630-1673, 217-227, Fortest’s Home Serics, I. 51-56, 
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not discourage strangers from coming to live with us. “That it?be 


levied only on land and not on any goods or merchandise, the. 


rather for that the land bears fo charge at all, nor hath done since 
it was m the English possession, notwitistanding the great security 
and fieedom they have enjoyed.: Whereas formerly, under the 
Portugal Government, they were forced to make often subsjdies and 
free donations towards bearing the public charge of the State of 
India. An example whereof occurred the year before the possession 
of the island was granted to the Honourable Company, when 
Captiim Gary, then Governor, did demand supply of the povo or 
inhabitants, who wilhngly offered Rs, 12,000 towards building the 
frigates and other charges, which it seems was not received 


That a Pubhe Register or Chamber of Accounts be appointed 
wherein all the present revenues and profits of the island as also 
the general charges of the government shall be entered. And that 
the said accounts be committed to the trust of certain Commis- 
sioners, men fearing God and of honest reputation, for preventing 
any friud or embezzlement of the public stock, and that a true 
and exact balance be drawn every year of the said accounts, and 
that whatsoever the income or revenve of-the island falls short of 
the general debts or disbursements, be levied on the people in such 
ag as may be best accommodated to their ease and satis- 

action. : 


That an excise be set on all drinks and strong liquor. 
For the encouragement of Trade : 

That interest be settled and reduced to nine per cent. and that 
all manner of extortion be prohibited on severe penalty. 

That hberty be granted as a particular privilege to those 
that inhabit on the island of Bombay to trade nvt only to all these 


parts of India, but also to the ports and islands ofthe South Seas, . 


Bantam not excepted ; provided that no English freemen do settle 
their families and trade in those places where the Company’s 
Factouies are settled, nor deal in any of the Company’s commo- 
dities. * . 

That companies or fellowships be erected for the bettcr and 
more able carrying on of any trade, and that certain privileges 
and immunities be granted to the said societies for their greater 
encourayement. . 

That for the greater advance of trade the Company would 
please to give order for the lending out certain sums of money to 
the said societies and other honest merchants, they paying interest 
for the same and giving sufficient securities either in land pawns 
or otherwise for making full satisfaction. This course and 
policy was practised formerly by the Dukes of Florence with very 
rematkable success, to the raising the trade and much enriching 
the Port of Leghorne and consequently to the gréat increase of 
their customs and revenues. 


That for the greater security of the port against Mallabare, 
Savgonas (Sanganians?) and Arab pirates, certain sea laws be 
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established for encouragement of privateers to go out in search of said 
pirates, to whom the Company may lend the frigate, or other versels 
which they build on certain conditions, namely, the said vessel or 
frigate to have so many sh&res af what prizes shall be taken and the 
rest to be divided among the adventurers accordifg to their 
respective proportion, the ship 4rd, provision $rd, the men rd. 


That encouragement be given for, artificers and. handicraftsmen 
of alksorts to come out and live on the island with their families, 
who must be bound to settle on the island, or at least to continue 
so many years there. To whom for the first year or two the 
Company may allow whole pay for their present maintenance till 
they are settled in their way of trade, and that afterwards the 
Company may allow them but half or quarter pay, they having 
means to live and maintain their families by their trades. And in 
case Englishmen are not to be persuaded there, that the’ Company 
would please to invite and encourage artificers and handicraftsmen 
of all other nations to settle there with their families, provided 
they be of the reformed religion, The handicraftstnen which are 
chiefly wanting are husbandmen and gardeners who understand 
planting and improving of grounds, the ground of Bombay’ being 
apt to receive and bring forth any seed or plant whatsoever 
when the times and seasons of planting are sufficiently understood ; 
weavers both of silk and cotton, who in a short time may 
poe to themselves a very comfortable livelihood ; carpenters for 

uilding of houses as well as ships who are minch wanted and much 
esteemed; smiths who also are much wanted; gunsmiths and Jock- 
smiths, armourers, bakers, cooks, shoemakers, tailors, dyers, barbers, 
button-makers, ribbon-weavers, butchers, haberdashers of small 
ware, and others, - 


That there be encouragement for the building of ships and 
vessels, that fs, a particular privilege in the customs or otherwise 
for so many years, provided, that after being built they be not 
suffered to be sold to other place, but to be employed in voyages 
for ten years or more, and that when any such vessels are sold to 


other parts double custom be paid foréhem according to the value 
of tife ship. 


That no English freemen be suffered to leave the island but 
withsthe license and consent of the Governor and Council, and that 
if he design to make voyages abroad, he give in security to return 
at such a tithe to the island after expiration of the voyages, other- 
wise a fine to be forfeited to the Company. 


That for the encouraging good husbandry, by preventing the 
vain and immoderate excess of apparel, as_also for the greater 
consumption of our own native manufactures, a standing law be 
established by the Honourable Company that no apparel or out- 
ward garments, to wit tunics, vest, doublet, breeches, be used or 
worn by any Christian inhabitants on the said island, those of the 


- Eastern Church excepted, of what quality, nation, and condition 


Soever, but such as are made of English manufactures or brought 
out of England in our own shipping whether of silk wool or cotton. 
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The grounds and reasons for establishing this 80° nevessary an 
order, and the good consequences and advantages which will acrue 
therefrom, are so obviows as woll to the Company as to the’inhabit- 
ants, that they need not be enlarged?on, And for the better 
supply of the island with English manufactures that the Honour- 
able Company would please to send out yearly‘such quantities 
of serges, perpetuanoces, shaloons, and other light and cheap stuffs 
such as are usually worn in England in the summer times, as also 
all sorts of fashionable suks according to the mode of England, 
which may be sold at reasonable prices for the greater encourage- 
ment of the inhabitants to wear them; and for the better con- 
fiiination and continuance of this law that certain fines and penalties 
be inflicted on any whomsoever, whether English or other, that 
shall attempt to make breach thereof. 


That for the greater decency of the military order all the 
soldiers, as well officers as others, be required to wear red serges or 
perpetuanoes only in the summer time, or red cloth in the winter, 
which shall be afforded them at reasonable and cheap rates from the 
Company’s warehouse, to which end the Governor, Deputy 
Governor, and the rest of the Council be advised to give the soldiery 
encouragement by their own exainple, 


That in regaid the seas adjacent and pe oogine to the island 
do afford great quantities of fish, not only for the supply of 
the island but for trade into ‘the neighbouring ports, whereof 
neither the Government nor the inhabitants in general receive little 
or any benefit by reason of the evil management thereof, at present 
being committed wholly tothe Kolis, that the Honourable Company 
would please to order some ordinance to be established for the 
encouragement of shipping, either by free customs for a certain 
tame or some other privileges, and also would please to send out 
some fishmongers with their families with rules for erecting a 
company of fishmongers that better order may be observed therein. 


In order to preserve the Government in a constant regular 
method free from that confusion which a body composed of so many 
nations will be subject to, a were requisite that the several nations 
at present inhabiting or hereaftér to inhabit on the island of 
Bombay be reduced or modelled into so many orders or tribes, and 
that each nation may have a Chef or Consul of the same nation 
appointed over them by the Governor and Council whose duty and 
ottice must be to represent the grievances which members of any 
of the said nation shall receive from the Christians or any other, as 
also toanswer for what faults any of the said nation shall commit, 
that the offenders be brought to punishment and that what duties 
or fines are due to the Company may be timely satisfied. His office 
may be also to arbitrate and determine all controversies which 
may arise betwen said nation, in case the parties ate so agreed, 
otherwise they are to be brought before the Judge of the Cou ts of 
Judicature Further, the duty of said Consul must be to make an 
exact toll-book or register of the said nation, prmcipally the number 
of persons inhabiting and settled with their increase, as also 
the voyages cowing in and going out, together with what arms or 
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ammunition iMey bring in orcarry out, which toll-book or register 
must be yearly sent in to the Governor or his Deputy Governor 
and Council as well for security as fer an orjlerly exact knowledge 
how the island increaseth er diminisheth in trade and inhabitants. 
Now as to the choice of these Consuls, it seems necessary that they 
be chosen yearly or at most every third year; that at their election 
they talte an oath of fidelity, in suclf terms as the Honourable 
Company shall please to impose on them; and that such whe merit 
well from the Honourable Company by good service,,advancing of 
trade inhabitants or shipping, or bring any considerable profits 
and emoluments to the island, be rewarded by some particular 
honours and specimens of the Honourable Company’s favour 
towards them, that others alsomay be invited to deserve in the 
same nature, : 


For the more constant and secure supply of the island with 
corn grain and provisions of all sorts, that a stock be employed 
yearly, either of the Company’s or of the island’s, for the supplying 
the island with wheat, rize, butter, oil, wood and other provisions, 
whith being bought at the best hand and in the cheapest times, may, 
as occasion serves, be distributed and sold to a 1easonable profit, 
reserving always such a store as shall be judged necessary to supply 
the garrison in case of danger forthree yearsat least To which end 
sufficient and secure granaries must be built in several places to 
reserve said store from loss, embezzlement, putrefaction, and there- 
fore ought to be entrusted to able and conscientious men who may 
be obliged to render a strict account thereof.to the Governor and 
Council every month or at most every three months on severe 
penalty to be inflicted in case of default, 


That persons of honest report be appointed to visit the shops 
of the Moodys or victuallers which sell all sorta of provisions 
by retail, to oversee and examine the quality of said provisions of 
what sort goever it be that it be good and wholesome in its kind. 
And if on examination it proveth not good, to take it away and 
burn it and also lay some severe fine on the offender. And further 
that set prices be appointed on all provisions regulated m weight 
and mpasure according to justice and thé public good and encourage- 
ment of the inhabitants. . 


.. that English weights and measures be appointed by public 
authowity to be alone used on the island and all others prohibited, 
to whiclt end, that standard weights and measures be sent on 
purpose out of England by the next sbips., 


Whereas hitherto for want of suffiaent number of able English- 
men qualified thereunto, we have been foreed to serve ourselves 
of the native Portuguese for Justices, Constables, and other public 
offices, especially in the Lower Courts of Judicature, who not, 
understanding the English language, the proceedings of the said 
Courts, as alsovof the Upper Courts, have been hitherto of necessity 
done in the Portuguese language, which is not only dishonourable 
in itself but also exposes the government and proceedings of said 
Courts to many inconveniences; Wherefore for the preventing 


Matenalaz 
AND ISLAND. 46 


thereof it is indispensably necessary that all proceédinys in anid 
Comts of Judicature be done altogether in th Enghsh language. 
For the better management whereof that the Company would 
please to send out yearly a convemert number of persons well 
qualitied for said otlices whose charges and salaries must be puid out 
of the fees fines and amerciaments (pardons) which’ shall arise from 
the said Courts, which will be a good livehhood for them,’ so that 
they be not any charge to the Company, having freedom to trade to 
improve their stocks to the most advantage. This will be a means 
to stiengthen the English interest on the island, which at present 
1s low aud weak, and consequently not so much esteemed by the 
natives as 1t ought to be. : 


Whereas, for want of English women, many of the English and 
other Protestant soldiers sent out, do marry with Portuguese mesties 
(half-caste women), natives of the island, who are Roman Catholics, 
by which means the childien of the said Protestants are through 
their father’s neglect brought up in the Roman Catholic principles 
tothe great dishonour and weakening the Protestant religion and 
interest: Wherefore for the preventing ths evil consequences which 
may in time accrue therefrom, that the Company would please not 
only to encourage the sending out of English women, but also to 
establish a standing order that the children of all Protestant fathers 
be liought up carefully in the Protestant religion, though the 
motheis thercof be Roman Catholics, and that severe penalties be 
inflicted on ull offenders, especially on the Padies who shall endeav- 
our to baptise the said children or any way attempt to inveigle 
or entice them away from the Protestant faith. 


That the Company would send out some men who understand 
the making of redlead, which being- of great expense in these 
paris would turn well to account, not only in consumption of great 
quantities of lead, but confining the manufacture thereof solely to 
the island of Bombay, where 1t might be sold much cheaper and 
employ Englishmen thereon. The Moghal government of Surat is 
so jealous hereof that, notwithstanding all our endeavours for these 
three years, we cannot procure any person that, understands the 
making redlead to go to Bombay, nor can we get any frota other 
places, and therefore 1t wee necessary they were sent from England. 


That for the greater encouragement of manufactures either 
of silk or cotton on the island, public liberty be granted to all 
persons to bring in cotton weavers and silk weavers on their ac- 
counts, for the employing their own private stocks And that what 
goods they shall make proper for Kurope markets, the Company 
may buy them at certain reasonable rates to be agreed on whereby 
they may have @ competent livelihood, and that in case, the pro- 
viders of said goods shall desire rather to dispose of said goods 
abroad, and can have a better price from others than from the 
Company, that they be left at liberty to dispose of them to their 
most advantage. 


‘That all Englishmen whatsoever, whether in the Company’s 
service or freemen, as also all others of the reformed religion, marry- 
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ing on the‘islénd of Bombay, do bind themselves on their marriags 
to live on Bombay ten or seven years at least, during which time 


‘they mut not be sutfered to transport thergselves for England on 


any pretence whatsoever, uuless immediate orders shall come from 
the Honourable Company in England to license their*departure, 
and this on the forfeiture of a considerable penalty on all who 
shall offénd herein. 


For, the more strict observation of all laws and ordinances 
already made or hereafter to be made by the Honourably Company 
for the island of Bombay and for the more regular and exact payment, 
keeping an account of all fines forfeitures and amerciaments due 
to the Honourable Company on any account whatsoever, that a 
certain person be appointed of honest reputation having the power 
and office of a Recorder, whose duty must be to take care that all 
penal laws are put in execution and all forfeitures fines and 
emerciaments received from all without respect of persons, and to 


Keep an exact register thereof to be sent the Company every yeur ; 


the said Recorder also may have the office of an Escheater to 
escheat condemn and seize to the Company’s use all lands houses 
and tenements, which in time either by the failing of the lives of 
the present mcumbents or possessors or otherwise shall accrue by 
right in law to the Honourable Company.! 


Anether scheme for the advantage of Bombay in which at this 
time (167I} Governor Aungier interested himself was the settle- 
ment of Surat Banids in Bombay. It appears that the Mahijan or 
committee of the Surat Bania community desired the assurance of 
certain privileges before risking the move to Bombay and that the 
Company had given a general approval to the Mahdjan’s proposals. 
On the 1Uth January the Surat Council wrote to the Company: 
The Mahdjan or Chief Council of the Banids have been much satisfied 
with the answerewhich you were pleased to give to their petition 
sent you by the ship Samson touching their privileges in Bombay.’ 
It seems they have determined once mure to trouble your Honours 
with a letter which they have ordered your broker Bhimji Pérakh 
to write, representing their desires that fhe said privileges may be 
confirmed to them under your great seal, for which their request 
they give you their reason and ground in their own letter which 
they have sent us to be transmitted to you and now goes in your 


-packet by ship Falcon, The argument they use to strengthen their 


request séems to have some weight. They say the Honourable Com- 
pany are perpetual and their ordinances always of force, but their 
President and Council are mutable, and the succeeding Presidents 
and Councils do often alter what their predecessors have granted, 
on Which score they hope your Honours will be pleased to giant 
their petition. As to our judgments hereon, we humbly offer that 
we cannot see any detriment can accrue to you thereby, rather a 
considerable advantage may follow; and as to the latitude and 
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* The petition, the privileges, and the answer, referred to in this extract, have nob 
been traced. 


atatiale | 
AND ISLAND. 47 


extent of what privileges you shall afford them, it must’ be totally , ‘Chapter I. 


refurred to your own wisdomy however you shall please to deter- 
mine in this matter 4Ve judge if your Honours would please to 
favour them with a line in answer to their letter, it would be a 
great comfort td them and no disadvantage to your interest ' 


A despitch from the Surat Council dated 3rd February 1671 
informs the Company that their island Bombay, and their factories 
of Kérwar, Bilhapatam, and Calicut, are in a happy and qrderly 
posture.’ 


About the same time suspicions aroused at Agra in consequence 
of the reported despatch of a French fleet clouded the prospects 
of any rapid development of Bombay. On the 10th January 
1671 the Lesident and Council at Surat addressed the Court 
on the necessity for caution and forbearance, They wrote The 
noise? which the French fleet made in the Court at Agra has 
caused the Moghal to send down another governor with 2000 
horse, being the same that was yovernor five years since by name 
Shaitikhin He formerly was a great, friend to us, and now 
promises fair. Still we expect some trouble from him in regard 
that some ill disposed officers of Surat last year, failing the great 
presents from us which they expected, have given the Moghal 
strange information concerning your island of Bombay, so that 
we judge it necessary to temporise a httle at present and make as 
little noise of Bombay as may be, that we may the better prevent 
a storm which otterwise may be raised. For though we little 
concern ourselves for any danger to your, island, where the 
Moghal’s torce cannot come near us, yet we know it 1s in this 
governor Shdistikhén’s power to bring great disturbance to the 
body of your trade which lies in thiscountry. This we judge most 
sate and consistent with your mterest to avoid by all prudent and 
lawful ways we can contiive, as the state of your*affairs stands at 
present. We take due notice of the wise caution which you 
give us to keep a fair understanding with the Moghal govern- 
unent of Surat and not to think of leaving our settlement here: 
We declare unto you that ave are so far from having any thoughts 
of leaving Surat that we judge it your interest to confimue as 
firm a settlement and large a trade as ever, notwithstanding your 
island of Bombay. For seeing your trade is so much enlarged af 
what it was, there will be a necessity not only to continuo these 
goo ports wherein we are settled, but also to find, out ‘more for 
the better vent of thé great quantities of goods which you send 
out, and provisions of the cargazoons which you enordered for 
Europe, and though our eyes and thoughts are as sincerely fixed on 

s 
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a e 
tie raise of your island of Bombay as becomes us, yet we do not 
approve of over-hasty proceedings, nor shall we ever advise you to 
use force or engage in fatal quarrelg with your neighbours to attain 
that end.! ‘ 

The Despatch continues: Your President had determined with 
some counsel to take his passage on those ships for your ‘island 
of Bombay, having many matters of no mean importance to act 
there, But as circumstances now stand with this new tierce 
Governor Shdistikhan, who hath already begun to trouble our 
neighbours, and particularly the French whon? he threatens to 
turn out of Surat, we do not jadge it prudent to offer him occasion 
of offence by leaving the town so immediately on his arrival, 
but rather to stay till matters are a little more quiet. We intend, 
God willing, to go down by the Advance, by which time we 


‘ trust your coficerns here (at Surat) will be placed in afair posture 


in order to your next year’s investment. However, we have now 
sent a good supply down to Bombay of goods and treasure for 
defraying your great charge there at present.’ 


On the 8rd February ‘the Surat Council wrote: Your President 
had prepared himself to take his passage on the Advance frigate 
for Bombay. He had in a manner taken his leave of the governor 
Shdistikhén, who was well consgnting thereunto, when on a: 
sudden news came that Shivdji was near Surat with an army of 
15,000 men. This put the Surat city in a great fright, and_ made 
us prepare for defence. This new governor ’also hath bestirred 
himself more prudently than any of his predecessors, beating 
down all houses without the wall, which before was a shelter for 
the enemy and ordering strict watch at the gates to keep in the 
inhabitants who were running out of the aty. He also sent 
a civil message to your President, desiring that he would lay 
aside the thoughts of going to Bombay at present. That he could 
not answer for hig departure as things now steod, nor would 
it be well taken by the Moghal king. His argument being reasun- 
able your President thought good to condescend thereunto‘and the 
rather for that you have a considerable estate under our charge, 
which*he cannot leave in danger. Wherefore we have determined 
to send away the Advance with all speed possible, hoping to 
@espatgh her in a few days after the Charles. And for that it has 
unfortunately happened that for two years together your President 
has been hindered from going to Bombay to his own trouble and no 
small detriment to your island, we have thought it our duties upon 
serious consideration of your affairs to offer you our humble advice, 
that 1t seems now consistent with your interest to settle your chief 
government on your island of Botabay and to that end you would 
please to order your President to reside there constantly, except 


~ 
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extraordinary emergencies may require his repair to Surft or else- 
where. And this we-presume yuu may do withont any discom- 
posure to your affairs a Sura’ which will be well supplied by 
Mr. M, Gray and your present Courteil, As to Bombay, we 
judge 1b wil? be an assured way to confirm your interest and increase 
the trade mre speedily, for all strangers will be the sooner invited 
to live with-us; and the English freemen at Bantam and “Masuli- 
patam will be the better persuaded to settle there with their families 
and estates; many on your President’s invitation being prepafed to 
go thither; whereynto we entreat that your Honourg would also 
please to enjoin all freemen in the said places to repair with their 
families thither.! 


Whether as Governor Aungier seemed to be aware his abseace 
from Bombay was injurious to the good government of the island 
or from some pther untraced cause, the latter part of 1671 was a 
time of disorder in Bombay. On the 23rd April 1672 the Surat 
Council wrote to Bombay: Whereas we are given to understand 
that,Captain John Burges hath of late behaved himself with much 

deness and disrespect to the Deputy Governor and as appears 
iby the attestations of several credible persons sent unto us hatly 
uttered several discourses tending to the great dishonour pnd 
eontempt of the Honourable ep ee authority and Govern- 
ment: Upon due consideratién of the evil consequence which 
may accrue from such ‘disorders, we do hereby for the present 
disannul and make void the commission which we have given the 
said Captain Burges as Captain of one of the Foot Companies and 
do suspend him from all command over the soldiery and from, his- 
office and place in Council. We do further. require you the Deputy 
Governor and the rest of the Council that you cause the said Cap- 
tain Burges to be committed a prisoner to the Marshal and there to 
be kept till the Governor shall arrive or till order shall come for his 
trial. And for the better preventing any disorder which may happen 
among the soldiery, we require you fo keep it very private and to 
take a convenient time to put it in execution to wit when Captain 
Shaxton’s company hath the command, of the watch, when sum- 
moning the said Captain Bifrges to Council, you may then pyblish 
and put in execution this order causing the guards to be ready to 
prevent any mutiny that may arise, and afterwards you are to 
publish this our proclamation which we here send yon for thegettex® 
reducing the soldicry in good order and government. Dusing the 
suspension of Captain Burges we order that Lieuterlant Langford 
do command the said Company requiring him with Ensign Adderton 
and the rest of the officers that they keep the soldiers under their 
command in due obedience and respect to the Deputy Governor.® * 

Other disorders took place soon after. On the 16th May the 
Surat Council wrote to Bombay: For the trial of those notorious 
mutineers that tore the proclamation and opposed thg execution of 
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Fact Out, L Book 1 of 1630-1673, 214-216. Forrest’s Home Series, I 49-50, +» « 

3 Burat to Bombay, 23rd April 1672, Surat Fact, Out, L. Book 1 of 1630-1678, 258, 
Forrest’e Home Series, L, 62 65, 


3 1185—~7 


Ghabter I. 
History: 
Bombay the 


Chief Seat, 
1671 


Mutiny 
in Bombay, 
1672, 


Disorders in 
Bombay, 


1672, 


Chapter I: 
History. 
Disorders in 


Bombay, + 
1672. 


Dull Trade, 
1672. 


[iistorical 
50 BOMBAY TOWN 


ustice on the*wench you caused to be shaved and set on an ass, 
Tet a jury be empannelled; whom if they find guilty of mutiny let 
them bé sentenced, condemned, andsexecutgi according to the 3rd 
Article of the Honourable eCompany’s laws for the preservation of 
the peace and suppressing of mutiny, sedition, and rebellion.? 


In 1672 Bombay continued dependent on Surat for cash and 
supplies, On the 6th April the President promised to bring down 
with him the Rs, 5000 Bombay desired, as likewise a recruit of 
limewater and liquor for the Fort’s use? On the 29th August 
1672 the Council wrote to Bombay: We have now consigned to 
you by the Phoenix ketch in moneys, and stores, for the use of the 
island to the amount of Rs. 24,503, the cost of the Hunter frigate 
included ; for alk which be pleased to give our aceount credit. 
We should have sent you now the eost of the ketch which being 
more serviceable for the use of the island than for our occasions 
here, we haye by your order turned her over to the island account, 
The ketch now belongs to the islands ; 3 


As regards trade 1672 seems to have been a contrast to its pros- 
perous predecessors. If spite of Shivdji’s alarms even the lead 
market was dull. On the 22nd October the Surat Council wrote to 
the Company: Al} yotr lead lies dead, Lead is the king’s commo- 
dity, and he has such great supplies of it that he wants it not. It 
was the last month (September) before we could procure any money 
from this governor for the last year’s lead and for this Rs, 35,000 
yet remain due, All our broadcloth and other woollen manufac- 
tures are not ab all in request. No merchants adventure’on them. 
Of the last year's remains here, up at Agra, and other places, are 
quantities sufficient to supply these countries this year. So much 
that finding it to bear a price, so greatly to your loss by its 
sale in gross, we had concluded to keep your warehouses open and 
retail it. But since your Honours have sent out but little treasure 
‘this year, and your other goods are unvendable, necessity together 
with your order will force us for your reputation and honour to 
dispose of the woollens the best we are able, to clear ag much of our 
debts as we can, to prevent the spreading of that cancer which 
insengibly eats out the profits of your stock. If we shall also add to 
these your losses the considerable sums which your island Bombay 
jhath drawn from us and still draws, since the delivery and restora- 
tion df the lands, your Honours will conclude that from such stocks 
as you Send us we shall never be able to clear you from interest, 
bear the charges of your island and factories, and return your ships 
full laden with such commodities as you require. We are sensible 
of an insupportable burden, should any miscarriages happen which 
Géd divert. And in regard we are thus far engaged for your 
Honours’ interest, and know not what event the war may produce 
when we have procured goods sufficient for lading home your 
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this year’s shipping, we shall advise with your President and put 
a stop to your investments until we shall hear further from you 
per 18 Aleppo.? 

Meanwhile President Aungier’s departure from Surat for Bombay 
had been put off from month to month. On the 23rd April 1672 
the Surat Council wrote to Bombay : Our last unto you was of the 
6th current when we advised the President’s intentions to go to 
Bombay and the iealousy we had of some hot service from this 
young and fu overnor who had succeeded according to our 
expectation ror.se President by six several messages sent in the 
most civil manner by the Vdknavis Shawbandar, that is tho 
chief customer (or Customs Collector) and other persons of quality, 
represented to him the effects of your order, the unreasonableness 
of his pretended jealousy, and the just grounds of the President's 
desire, withal declaring that he would return in September. Still 
no argument, reason, or intercession prevails with him. Having 
understood by the broker that the governor demanded a round 
sum of money for his license to the President's departure, we took into 
consideration the injustice of his demand &nd the evil consequence 
which would accrue to your affairs should we consent thereunto. 
We therefore resolved not only to give him no money, but also that 
the President should write him a letter (for he will not be visited by 
any of the Christians) and il the said letter give him leave to 
understand that in regard he was a servant and under obedience 
to order he must obey. But that at the same time as he is a free 
merchant and no slave or prisoner and as he discharged the part of 
afriend in so often giving the governor friendly advice and desiring 
his consent which seeing the governor would not grant he was 
deteruuned to go without it. To this effect the President wrote the 
goveinor a letter couched in civil terms of which your Honours will 
judge when you see the copy which 1s entered in. the Consultation 
Book. In answer to this letter about 3 of the clock the same day 
being the 19th current, the governor sends about 2000 soldiers, 
horse and foot, whereof part entered and possessed themselves of the 
Louse, the rest guarded all the streets andélanes about 16, forbidding 
wood, water, and all mann¢r of provisions and abusing and-keating 
our mmuster who accidentally being abroad was coming in. After- 
wards the governor demanded all our small arms and our trumpet 
which were sent him and to all this force we showed not th€ least 
return of violence but suffered all patiently, treating the commander 
of the soldhery with much civility, About six at nght the governor 
sends the broker Bhumji Pérakh to demand money from us to 
compound the business. We sent him answer that we had given 
him already more than we had given to any governor, that*we 
were not in any fault and would pay him nothing. On this he 
forces from the broker Bhimji Pérakh Rs. 500, threatening to seize 
his house, estate, wife and children if he did not pay. The broker 
being afhighted pays him the money declaring Fnthal it was his 
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owa, not tie Company’s. At length it seems the governor being 

ashamed of what he had done, betwixt eight and nine at night 
recalls all his soldiers, returns all the arms#and the trumpet and 
leaves the house free. The next morning the President sent 
Mr. Gray with the rest. of the Council to the Shawbandar and the 
eminent merchants of the town to declare, to them the Force which 
was put Upon us; showing the letter which the President wrote the 
governor and witha] gave them to understand that as we were in 
no farflt, so if any evil did ensue thereupon they must not blame us, 
The merchants did all bear witness of our innocenee and cried shame 
‘of the governor’s injustice. Since this the governor seems sorry for 
what is past ; still though he is outwardly civil, he will not hear of 
the President’s going down to Bombay. The French and Dutch are 
in the same case with us, to whom he hath not-showed so much 
open violence but forces money from them. A few days since he 
took 40 mans copper from the Dutch besides their great present, 
before he would suffer their commander to go down to Swally. To 
all the merchants in the town he useth such tyranny that they are 
so discontented that it is believed he will not long stay. We know 
not what the issue of this business will be« We trust in God in the 
conclusion no evil but much good will accrue to your scttlement 
both here and at Bombay. This will be effect of time, patience, 
resolution, and a provident caree to provide for unexpected 
accidents, in all which we beg God's gracious assistance to direct and 
pee us in all the difficulties which we shall encounter in your 
affairs. 


On the 9th May &s the Governor of Surat still refused to let 
the President go the Surat Counal wrote to Bombay: As the 
Governor of Surat has positively manifested and declared his 
resolutions of not suffering the President to embark for Bombay 
until he has reqeived order from the Court, which cannot arrive 
tame enough for the President to go down before the rains which 
are at hand, we think good to order that you give us a large 
account of the posture of affairs with you that we may give such 
necessary instructions as: may tend to the well governing of the 
island patil it shall please God the Presiflent can with safety to the 
Company’s affairs leave Surat; for the effecting whereof no oppor- 
tunity shall be omitted, for we are very sensible his presence is very 
Fequisitely necessary for the promoting the Company’s interest on 
the island.’ 


A week later (16th May 1672) the Council wrote: Yours of the 
Ist May came to our hands on the 10th by the artival of the Pheenix 
ketch who had a tedious passage to us, making it eleven days ere she 
anchored in Surat river. In your said advices we are to-our trouble 
given to understand the unparalleled affront used to the Honourable 
Company's authority and likewise the seditious practice committed 
by these irregnlar spirits, that like flies will never leave fluttering 


? Surat President and Council to Bombay, 23rd Aptil 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L. 
Book 1 of 1630 - 1673, 253 - 255. Forrest's Home Series, I. 60-61 

2 Surat to Bombay, 9th May 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630-1673, 260. 
Forrest’s Home Seuies, I. 63, 
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about the candle till they have burnt their wings’ aiid leaveoa Chapter I. 
noisome stink Lagron t them. To redfess these and many other History: 
exorbitances the Preaident was so desirous to pass some time with Feccluad 
you. But it pleasing God to divert his*well grounded resolutions yi ftra pened 
by the untiMely arrival of this avaficious governor who by no méans 1672. 
will hear of the President going to Bombay until: he hears from 

Court, we have thought good to give you what instructions we 

have concluded at present necessary for your government, expecting 

an answer to ours of the 9th instant, a large account of affair’s with 

you that we may durtherdebate thereon. - 


In the first place, in respect we find your Council is not complete 
according to the Company’s order, we have thought good to order 
that there be of Council the following persons: : 


The Worshipful Phillip Gyfford, Deputy Governor, Captain John Bombay Council, 
Shaxton, Henry Chowne, James Addams, Stephen Ustick, George May, 1672, 
Wilcox. Mr. Wilcox being at present here we have thought necessary 
to appoint to his assistance Mr. Saml. Walker, intending he shall 
succeed Mr. Wilvox in a short time, as we have designed the said 
Mr. Wilcox for another employment. “fhe Council being thus 
settled we doubt not but by God’s blessing and your prudent 
pene nel of affairs things will be kept in due order in the 

ubure, 


‘: ‘ 
Not many days later, apparently about the-22nd May, the ide i 
President obtained leave to ss te Bombe: . He settled his deputy — boas 

in Surat with the rest of the Council and went down to Swally to May, 1672, 
embark on his ship the Loyal Oxinden. The voyage was one of some 

eril. In a letter of the 19th June to Fort St. George the Surat 
Bouncil wrote: At such a season of the year it cannot, with the 
south-west monsoon so close at hand, be remembered any ship on 
this coast ever adventured forth. Still so many urgent occasions 
for settling the affairs of the island called the President thither 
that no consideration could divest him from running the greatest 
hazards to serve our Honourable Masters. Indeed by spending 
those rains there he will do them very acceptable service in settling 
Courts of Justice, in the restitutions of the Jesuits’ lands, and in 
reducing our people to 4 more orderly government. God pregerving 
him he will leave Bombay next September in a happy tranquillity. 
On the 26th May ® from such advices as we had we despajred of 
his safety. Now we are most,happy with the good neys of his 
and other friends’ safe arrival on the island the 7th current after 
they had encountered many dangers? : 


Of Governor Aungier’s work in Bombay no details have’ been Mr. Aungierin 
traced in the Secretariat Records. That much which hat’ gone Bombay. 
crooked was set straight appears from references in the Surat 
Diaries. On the 20th July the deputy President of the Surat 
Council wrote,to Bombay: We have perused the general letter to 

=. - 4. tam pl — eee — on bal a 
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the Honotfrable Company and the results of your Council since his 
Honour’s arrival on the island and find many, and very important 
affairs fo the establishment of the peace,Aecurity, and. traffic of 
the island despatched in short time. On the 22nd October 
in forwarding reports from Mr. Aungier to the Company the Surat 
Council wrote: On the 17th current we. received advices from 
the President and his Council in Bombay directed to your Honours, 
which accompany these. They have discoursed to you in brief 
the stute of your island We assure you in the short time which 
your President has resided there, the island ig much improved, 
courts of judicature, and many other important afiairs settled, 
the Almighty blessing his endeavours which are wholly bent to 
make that your colony happy and flourishing. -We shall find 
what further time he shall spend there will be very advan- 
tageous to your interest in the far greater improvement of that 
place. 


The declaration of war between England and Holland (1672) 
prevented Aungier’s return to Surat. In a letter to Bantam of the 
#1st January (1673) the Surat Council wrote: Since the latter end of 
May last our President hath been in his government of Bombay. 
He had returned to usin September last had not the war broke 
out. But his presence by animating the people being so absolutely 
necessary and the great good he hath done by establishing the English 
laws and Courts’of Judicature and still doth in strengthening the 
island, is of such force that he prefers his honours in maintaining 
the place before any other interest.‘ So thoroughly had his 
activity secured thé island that in the spring of 1673, the Dutch 
attempting a surprize, found the fort so well guarded,and everything 
in so good a condition that they immediately gave over the enterprize. 
From that period, each day showing its great importance the 
residence of the,Governor was fixed at Bombay and the several 
factories on the coast of Malabér and in the Persian Gulf became 
dependent on that Presidency.® 


The special charges incurred in making Bombay safe against 
European attack were followed by the natural heartburnings over 
the payment of the bills. On the 17th January 1676 in reply to 
a letter of censure the President and Council of Surat wrote: The 
earnest desire we have to please your Honours in all things made 
us giéw at the perusal of your first clause, wherein you are 
pleased ¢o blame us for disbursing your estate, keeping your 
goods unsold, not clearing of your debt at interest, and in particular 
you blame your President for the great charges expended and the 


1 Surat Deputy President to Bombay, 20th July 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L, Book 1 


"of 1636 - 1673, 279. 


2 The President sent his letter about Bombay to the Company through his Eurat 
Deputy President and Council. No copies have been traced in either the Bombay 
or Surat records, 

3 Surat Deputy President and Couneil to the Honourable Company, 22nd October 
1672, Surat Fact. Out. L, Book 1 of 1630 : 1673, 300 - 301. Forrest's Howe Series, 1 69. 
ae Surat to Bantam, 31st January 1673, Surat Fact. Out. L, Book 1 of 1630-1073, 
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grandeur he used on your island Bombay. As to the first*we cannot 
see wherein we have given you any cause of offence, in regard that 
moneys disposed at Mombay er any other factory in the course of 
your trade cannot be said to be disbursed seeing you have returns 
from the said places, We have -not in our time settled any new 
factories without your order; nor do we keep any of your goods 
unsold but what we cannot possibly put off , nor can we Rave any 
the least pleasure or design to keep you in debt, there being nothing 
ae afilicts us more or prejudiceth your trade more than debf hath 
one, 


As regards Bombay the President wrote: Fame hath aggrandised 
the expense of Bombay more than really it is. The gross sum at 
first sight may seem heavy, whereas considered in parts with the 
reasons of them it will appear otherwise. This will be seen in 
the following heads to omit others of lesser note : 


. 1 Thecharges caused by war were inevitable and indispensable 
reduced as low as could be contrived, and ceased with the first 
news of peace. 


2, The moneys expended in public appearances were, by serious 
debate in Council, made suitable to the decency and advantage 
of your affans free from vanity or superfluity and ended also 
with the same reason that produced them. 


3. The sums laid out in building the fort itself were no more 
than the security of your interest required. They were husbanded 
to the best, your President having added little thereunto and 
only finished some part of what others had begun. 


4, What 1s disbursed on the outworks 1s no charge in the 
least to you, being defrayed by the merchants’ free donation of 
one per cent given on that account to which it is ordered to be 
charged. 


5. The outbuildings for houses, warehouses, piwnary, mint- 
house and court of judicature were also judged absolutely necessary 
by your Council and such as youcannot be without. Yet if you 
shall not approve thereof your President offers to take them to 
his own account provided you will please to allow him redsonable 
rent for the time they have been employed in your service and 
give him leave hereafter to improve them to his best advantage. 


6. That as your charge was increased somewhat by yqur Presi- 
dent’s detainure on the island so the revenue was much more 
increased thereby. For whereas in pursuance of your order for 
restoring the lands seized by the King’s Governors the Commis- 
sions appointed for that affair, being abused by misinformatigns, 
had surrendered up almost all the said lands and thereby reduced 
the revenue to about Xs, 40,000 per annum-before your Presi- 
dent’s arrival, you do now find (blessed be God) not only that 
affair well established but your public revenue insthat and other 


1 surat Prendent and Council to the Company, Swally Marine, 17th January 1676 
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wospects ddvdinced to Xs. 1,00,000 per annum as doth appear by 
the particulars mentioned in our instructions to your Deputy 
Govertior and Council, and we hope it wéll not only continue 
as it is but be considerably augmented in time. 


To conclude our answer to the clause : we do in alt meekness 
entreat yqur Honours to entertain a more favourable construction of 
our services that we may for once rejoice mm your benignity and 
serve God and you in our several stations with comfortable 
apprehensions of your good eye towards us and we do profess a 
resolved obedience to all your commands and humble regard to 
your authority over us, a sincere love and desire to promote all 
your just-and wise undertakings which we pray God Almighty to 
prosper.} 

The Company seem to have taken objection to Governor Aungier’s 
proposal that Bombay not Surat should be the President's head- 
quarters. In the same letter (17th January) the Council wrote 
to the Company: The arguments you are pleased to communi- 
cate to us for your President’s residing rather at Surat than 
Bombay are of such weight that welay our hands on our mouths 
and havenot to answer but by obedience. Your President doth 
most cheerfully receive your commands herein. You may please to 
remember that it was the necessity of your affairs to accommode 
the disturbances then on the island add put in execution those 
important orders from you which called him thither. The war 
and defence of your island and people fromthe enemy kept him 
there so long. Now we hope things are reduced to such a composure 
and your government so prudently managed by your Deputy 
Governor and Council that there will be no need of his return? 


As regards the management of Bombay the Council continued : 
‘We observe your several prudent orders touching your govern- 
ment of the inh&bitants in general, the encouragement of trade, 
retrenchment of your charges in time of peace, touching the 
inconveniences of havens and docks, treaties and correspondence 
with our neighbour governments, and particularly with the Portu- 
gueze (who in truth are our worst neighbours), touching the free 
planters,’ building of houses and your several concessions to your 
servants and directions regarding the manure of the ground with fish, 
touching Captain Gary’s petition and improving the manufacture 
of calicoes, extending the lands of Alvaro Pires de Tavora and 
other particulazs whereunto we shall pay due obedience? 

On the 17th May 1676 the Council wrote from Surat to Bombay 
on behalf of certain Armenians a class of merchants who during 
the previous fifty years had begun to take a leading part in the 
trade of Western India. The Council wrote : These are at the entreaty 
of Khoja Karakuz and other Armenians concerned in the ship St. 


1 Surat to the Company, Swally Marine, 17th January 1676, Surat Fact. Out L, 
Book 2 of niche 30. s 
Surat to the Company, Swally Marne, 17th January 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. 
Book 2 of 1675-76, ar eaigice: seer hei catais 
Suat to the Company, Swally Marine, 17th January 1676, Surat Fact. Out, L. 
Book 2 of 1675-76, 28. : are cata 


Materiafs. 
AND ISLAND. 57 


Francisco that is lately put into Bombay. As they ‘have béen: 


very importunate a us to, write in their affair, we do desire. 


you to countenance dnd assist them ag merchants with boats and 
other necegsaries for the lading their goods as also with convenient 
warehouses to protect them frown the rains, you making such 
prudent contracts with them as to the customs and other duties as 
shall seem most beneficial to the Honourable Company and the 
repute and advantage of their port and island which we commend 
unto you! Ten days later (27th May) the Council wrote regarding 
the same merchants. You have done well to spare the merchants the 
Company’s warehouse and to treat them civilly. They tellus they 
are to pay Rs. 400 for hire of the warehouse which we would have 
charged to the credit of the Fast India House. In regard we have 
here some dispute with Khoya Minaz touching his debt to the Com- 
pany and the owners of the ship are at difference at present which will 
requile some time to be decided, we would have you put a stop to all 
business belonging to the ship and to forbid them carpenters or any 
caulkers or any other assistance whatsoever tall you hear further from 
us and not to suffer the ship go out of port or any goods to be laden 
upon her You may signity to the nocquedah (naékhuda) that the 
reason of the prohibition 13 because Khoja Minaz doth not comply 
with his contract? 


They continue on the 11th July: We write these at the request 
of Khoja Minaz and other Armenians belonging to the ship 
St. Francisco, on whom whereas we formerly ordered you to 
lay an embargo and not to assist her with carpenters caulkers or 
any other necessaries she might stand in need of in regard to 
some disputes which were then depending between Khoja Minaz 
and us touching satisfaction (in some part) for his debt, he having 
lately paid us Rs. 10,000 in hand and given us great encouragement 
that we may receive another considerable sum in & short time ; we 
therefore would have you recall the said embargo and treat them 
as friends and afford them all the assistance they can reasonably 
desire from you. They complain very much unto us that the 
Customers or customs’ farmers are pressing them for the payment 
of anchorage which is a duty the merchants of Surat are strarfgers to. 
We would not have the Customers over-importunate with them 
but suspend their demands until they hear further from ug lest it 
should prove of bad consequence to the Company’s interest here. 
Also we would have yousend us that clause in the cusfom-house 
articles whereby they lay claim to this duty and privilege of 
anchorage and what sum this annual imposition may amount 
to and how much was allowed to the customs for Abdul Gaphur’s 
ship when she wintered at Bombay. Also send us your opinion 
whether you judge it conducing to the Company’s interest to keep 
up that demand of anchorage on the ships that come accidentally 
and for security into the port, or else totally to let, it fall, for we 
find it gives offence to merchants and owners of ships which may 
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catise more prejudice to the port than the benefit thereof may 
samount to, which is all we call to mind at present worthy your 
advice. 


A week later (17th July) the Surat Council agajn address 
Bombay in favour of the Armenians: We lately wrote you a 
letter of recommendation in the behalf of Khoja Minaz and Khoja 
Delaune desiring your assistance to them in the fitting up of their 
ship. «Since then they have again earnestly importuned us to 
bespeak our kindness to them and particularly in reference to the 
carpenters for which they are in’very great want. These therefore 
are to desire you that you use your best endeavours to supply them 
with carpenters and if carpenters are not procurable on the island 
that you use your interest to send for them from Bassein Thana 
or Béndra. See you fail not in this. Also if they desire any 
further assistance or want any of the Company's stores or 
anything the island can furnish them with, let them be supplied 
for their money. Khoja Minaz and Khoja Delaune were with us 
this day and complained of the trouble they received from your 
Customers’ demand of anchorage. Though they were importunate 
yet we would give them ‘no positive answer till we hear further 
from you. They have also laid a very severe charge against 
Captain Birkin and desire leave to prosecute him at law to have 
justice of him which we cannot deny. We hope that Captain 

irkin hath not deserved ill of them as they represent. We would 
have you write us how the case stands between them. In the 
meantime let their business be so despatched that the ship may 
proceed timely on her voyage.’ ° 


On the 26th August the Council resumes: This day Khoja Minaz 
and Khoja Delaune, Armenian merchants owners of ship St. Francisco, 
were with us making their complaints against Captain Francis 
Birkin who hath arrested their ship and entered into a process 
at law against them upon account of defamation and slander cast 
out againsb him by the Nocquedah of said ship. This process 
we have perused and think his suit very unreasonable and 
prosecuted rather for vexation than any justifiable grounds. As 
the safd Khoja Minaz and Khoja Delaune desisted from any further 
demands on him so soon as they had a right sense of the business, 
it wil, cause an- ill name and disrepute to the Honourable 
Company's. port and island to have any ship detained there upon 
such an idle score. We therefore would have you endeavour to 
compose all differences and disputes between him and the 
Noequedah. If you find them obstinate and unwilling to comply, 
then let them try out their quarrel by law, And if Captain Birkin 
hath any charge of validity to impeach the owners with, we think 
good that he apply himself te us here who shall seek to do him 
justice. But by no means let him go about to disturb or hinder the 
ship’s voyage which will not only be a loss to the owners, but to 
many other particular merchants that hold freight on the ship. 
A pe yr PET 
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Also they have again made known their grievance by reason 
of the Customers’ demijnds of anchorage. Such demands upos serious 
consideration we have thought good to lgt fall for reasons formerly 
given you when Abdul Gaphur’s ship wintered in Bombay. We 
therefore would have you make up.the business this year with the 
Customers as well as you can, and in the future we require that you 
make an exception in that article of anchorage so that no vessel 
with three masts belonging to the port of Surat shall be liable to, 
pay any such duty.! 

On the 22nd September the Surat Council writes to the Company : 
Your President hath been confined to his bed near three months by 
a dangerous flux, but by God’s mercy is now in fair hopes of 
recovery. Your Deputy Governor of Bombay is brought up to 
Swally in avery weak condition. He has desired our leave to change 
the air for some time in hopes of his recovery. In his absence 
Mr John Petit with the rest of the Council surviving do manage 
the affairs of your island, to whose assistance we shall appoint some 
of your servants to supply the vacant places in Council so soon as 
our leisure will admit.? . 

During the year 1676 the Company seem to have had under 
consideration the question of the transfer of Bombay from the 
King totheircharge. The refusal of the English Court to accept 
Cooke’s settlement of the English and Portuguese claims and the 
belief that a settlement so unfavourable to English interests had 
been due to Cooke’s corruptness seem to have resulted in an inquiry 
from the Company as to the instructions brought und the action 
taken by the representatives of the King in 1662. On the 11th 
November 1677 the Bombay Government wrote to Surat: Mr. Gary 
has procured for us copies of His Majesty’s instructions to Sir 
Abraham Shipman and Sir Gervase Lucas, which go herewith, 
Mr. Gary never saw any plot of the island, neither does he know of 
any brought over but thinks that in the agreement with our King 
for the delivery, the islands of Salsette Bombay and Karanja were 
likewise intended. John Petit also does remember that in 1662 the 
Earl of Marlborough did send Captain Arnold Brown and some 
others round the island of Sdlsette by way of Bassein to soufd all 
the way and take full cognizance of all places. Captain Brown 
will be the Company’s best informer in this business.® 

In spite of ily advance under Governor Aungier many hindrances 
to the development of Bombay remained. On the 24th January 
1677 the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay wrote to the 
Directors Our rents were not much increased last, year, though 
something they were. Our chief rent, the custom, is farmed for 
Xs. 27,000. We speak it to ourgreat grief that whilst we are so 
encompassed with the Portuguese and Shivaji on all sides, we 


ry 
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ChapterI. cannot expect our trade greatly to increase. The réason of the 
History. flourishing trade of Surat and other sea pprts is this: Merchants 
: bring their goods from other countries in shipping, land them and 
Roodioe transport them up the country for sale or sell them to other 
. merchants who do the same. Again, merchants buy inland goods 
without molestation, any custom, or much charges and bring them 
freely down to port where is always shipping ready for all parts 
‘of ‘India, At present the egress and regress for merchants up 
the country from Bombay is totally obstructed. The Portuguese 
islands of Karanja and Salsette almost surround us, and they are 
ever exquisite seekers of all ways imaginable to do us mischief, 
‘envying as we suppose the sudden prosperity this place is risen 
to, The cheapest nearest and best pass up the country is by, 
Théna where formerly they took 3 per cent of all goods which 
passed by. Now for the sake of only Bombay they have raised 
the rate to 10 per cent which is equivalent to a total forbidding 
of all goodsto pass. Likewise all timber for shipping and houses 
of durance, which we may call the oak of India, grows up at 
Kalyén-Bhiwndi and thust necessarily pass by Thdna where they 
take 33 per cent custom. They have this year forbidden all rice 
to be transported to Bombay, and de often put excessive excises 
upon even herbs and fruit and hens which poor people bring over 
at Béndra. In this and most otfier things their malice shoots 
much short of their intention, for, thanks be to God, we have 
always provision in abundance, our island being eommonly 1ather 
agranary of corn, than otherwise, from -whence it is transported 
to Rajpuri Goa and other placcs, and it shall be our care never 
to see the island unprovided of provisions. We could find other 
ways to pass up the country with little trouble were there peace 
between the Moghal and Shivdji, or that the Moghal would take all 
this country about us. For about two days’ journey up the lull 
between the Moghal’s and Shiv4ji’s dominions hes a perpetual seat 
of war. No merchants can pass without apparent hazard of being 
plundered, so that we cannot expect merchants should land their 
goods here without knowing where or how to dispose of them. 

_ We often wonder how so considerable a custom could be annually 
raised, and we can attribute it to nothing but the justice freedom 
and security people enjoy here above other places. Many families 
of Biéhmans, daily leaving the Portuguese territory, repair hither 
frighted by the Padres, who upon the death of any person force 
all his children to be Christians. Even some of the chiefest who 
still live at Bassein and others build them houses here, therein 
placing their wives and children against a time of danger. We 
dve hopes time will settle these ,parts in peace, that merchants 

. may be induced to bring down their rich goods from the country, 
the custom of one of which ships would amount to what is received 
here in half a year. For in respect of situation and convenience 
this port has‘the advantage of Surat Goa and all the ports on the 
whole ¢oast. Goa les so far down below the great places of 
Gujarat, Dilly (Delhi), Barhdnpur and Aurungabad, where the great 
glut of goods which supplies Murope and all India is made that 
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it is very chargeable bringing down goods thither. Then Surat 
is one of the worst rolls in India and extremely dangerous in the 
freshes and by the distance the transpgrt of goods up the river to 
Surat is very chargeable. Whereas Bombay hes in an excellent 
latitude for the whole trade of India, and is a most excellent harbour, 
winter and summer, whichis a great inviter of meichants, and for 
a small charge we will run up a stone causeway from the fort 
almost to the mint without, in which ships may at any time lie 
ashore, careen and mend or lie there the whole year with as much 
safety as in adock. Upon the country being in peace and our 
landing our Europe goods here, merchants would easier be persuaded 
to transport them fiom hence than from Surat, and though the 
same custom was taken at landing them on the main as at 
Surat, yet all that was transported in shipping to foreign parts 
would be so much custom gained to your Honours. But these 
are happinesses in posse, and to be prayed for.! 


During the years between 1676 and 1680 the chief foreign 
sources of trouble at Bombay were the ‘haughty neighbours’ the 
Portuguese ; the Malabars, that is the pinates of the Malabdr coast; 
and the Sihs of Janjira or Danda Rajpurt. 


The origin of the friction with the Portuguese was in 1676 the 
murder near Bandra of a Serjeant Southerland. In March 1676 
President Aungier wrote from Surat to Bombay: We are 
sorry for the death of Serjeant Southerland inhumanely murdered 
by the Portuguose in cold blood in their own countries. We 
require you stu] to demand satisfaction’ and’ justice for the said 
murder and seud word to the Padre Superior of the College of 
Badudia that seemg the said murder was commutted in their jurisdic- 
tion we expect justice from them, for such bloody violences cannot 
be put up without satisfaction.* 


A second cause of disagreement was the protection given in 
Bombay to a Malabar vessel pursued into the Bombay Harbour by 
the Portuguese, A letter from the Surat Council to the Malabar 
Coast Factories dated 23rd March 1076 describes how a large 
Malabdr vessel bound frofa some port on the coast to «Broach, 
encountered off Diu a Portuguese vessel who would have made 
prize of her. She resolutely resisted and fought them four days 
together. At length, finding them too powerful for her, she was 
forced to disburthen herself of some part of her lading and came 
into Bombay .under the command of the fort. The Portuguese 
vessel pursued her as far as Karanja. There the Captain went in 
his boat to Bombay and from thence took a handole (andov, a 
kind of litter) and went to Bassein, acquainting the Captain Genéral 
of all that had passed. He immediately in a hot passionate 
humour raises 500 or 600 men (and orders the raising more) and 
comes as far as Bandra and sends word to the Deputy Governor 
that the Malabdér vessel was their prize and requfres her speedy 


} Mr J. Petit and Council at Bombay to the Couitt of Directors, Bombay, 24th 
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delivery, or he would invade the island, To this the Deputy 
Governor replied that it was contrary to all’ law and justice, and 
that he could not answer if to his superiorsif he should deliver her 
up; and as to invading the island, they should make such con- 
venient provision to withstand him as they judged most necessary, 
let him come when he would. Since this the Captain General is 
reported to have returned very calmly without achieving anything 
but yeproach and shame, being mightily despised by the Portugals 
in general for his rashness. ‘he letter further notes that at their 
first coming into the port, the Deputy Governér sent @ boat off to 
know what the Malabdér craft was; but the Malabdérs would not 
let them come on board. Then he sent two or three more boats well 
manned carrying English colours. So soon as the Malabdrs knew 
themselves to be under the English protection, they forthwith 
surrendered, weighed and came nearer under the fort where they 
now remain! 

In a letter to Bombay a few days later (27th March) President 
Aungier writes: Through the whole story of the late controversy 
between you and the Portuguese touching the Malabdr vessel, 
we cannot but observe the ridiculous pride and vanity of the 
Portuguese in threatening and mustering forces for war on so light 
and unjust an occasion, and the seaspnable prudent and courageous 
opposition which you made against them. This opposition we 
do well commend and approve, declaring had you done otherwise 
or yielded in the least to the Portuguese in their unjust demands, 
you would have been brought under severe censure. Therefore we 
require you boldly and manfully to oppose all such proud vain- 
glorious and malicious attempts which the Portuguese may design 
against you. Return words with words, design with design, 
violence with. violence, embargo with embargo. And let them 
and all your wfeighbours know publicly that we value not their 
friendship nor fear their enmity. And in regard we understand 
that.some Padres were more busy than became them in this affair 
in casting out evil slanderous reports to the encouragement of the 
inhabitants, we require you to give a strict account what Padres 
they were and what they did, and particularly of that Jesuit 
Padre at Parel and the Padres at Méhim that we may give such 
directions as are necessary therein for the preventing the muschiefs 
they may do us. If you know any of the inhabitants that did 
seem to ‘side with the Portuguese in this affair, give us notice of 
theiv names ; and if anything of proof can be made against them, 
we would have you proceed severely with them.? 

Tndetters of the 12th and 14th April the Surat President writes: 
We perceive the Portuguese bravado is passed over with an imper- 
tinent protest which we presume was done only in point (of) honour 
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to salve the Captain General's credit. Had they any sufficient of 
just cause of complainthey would have delivered their prqtest in 
writing and not by whrd of siouth. You have not done amiss 
to answer it as you did ; we presume the} will be wiser and under- 
stand themselves better hereafter. In the meantime if you have 
raised any men (of which you give us no account though we hear 
you have) we require you immediately to discharge them and not 
put the Company to needless expense ! 


The meident closes with the remark from Surat to the Directors, 
22nd September 1676. Since our last the Portuguese have been 
quiet and have not offered us any disturbance on Bombay, the 
Viceroy having disowned the proceedings of the Captain General.’ 


A third cause of friction was the erection of Portuguese custom- 
houses at Bandra and Trombay. Regarding this the President, on 
the 17th October 1676, addressed Bombay as follows: We observe 
what you write of the Portuguese erecting new custom-houses at 
Bandra and Trombay, and httle wonder at it, for we expect no 
better from them. We wish you had not wrote to Emanuell 
Saldanha, the Captain General, about it. You gave him thereby 
occasion to make reflections and to glory in his httle acts of 
mischief and which is worse to discover the weakness and wants of 
the island. It would be impertinent and import little to protest 
against him, seemg he may lawfully execute his own authority in 
his own jurisdiction. Your best remedy is to slight it, and take 
no notice of such malicious practices, but overlook them and laugh 
at them with a pleasant scorn And to the end the island may 
be always supplied with a sufficient quantity of corn and especially 
of batty we hereby give you order that you buy upon the Com- 
pany’s account 2000 inorahs of batty at the cheapest rates and at 
the best time to keep in store for supply of all emergencies. For the 
laying up and good keeping whereof you have a stor’house already 
built by the custom-house, with which corn you may supply the 
markets in time of necessity, taking care at the next convenient 
season to lay up a store in your granary again and keep it always 
fully supplied, and you must,take care to commit the charge of the 
said granary to some careful and honest man Our grand ‘design 
in appomting this storehouse is for supply of the garrison in case 
of any sudden surpftise of war with Shivaji or the Portuguege or 
other Emope nations. Therefore fail not to go speedily in hand 
with it, fur we know not how soon the face of things «may alter as 
well in Europe as in India, and if you want any assistance from 
us in this affair let us hear from you.’ 

In the same letter President Aungier refers to a fourth cause of 
disagreement in the following terms: We have perused the 
Viceroy’s letter to you touching the Padres run away from Goa. 
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Yor that we have been sensible of some inconveniences caused by 
such vagabond Padres who leave their cloisfers on purpose to lead 
licentious lives in Bombay and besides are apt to encourage the 
people to all disorder and ‘disaffection to the English Government, 
we think good that if such Padres are upon the islafid, you give 
them convenient notice to repair to Chaul or where else they please 
to dispose of themselves, for that we are not well satisfied with 
their continuance in Bombay.’ 


In their letter of the 24th January 1677 to the Court of Directors 
the Bombay Government thus summarises these disagreements: 
We have before took occasion to speak of the bad neighbourhood 
we enjoy from the Portuguese. In the month of April last (1676) 
from a small beginning there had likely to have succeeded a 
quarrel between us and them of no mean consequence. It hap- 
pened that one of their frigates gave chase to & merchant’s 
ship of Calicut-who making his escape came for shelter under our 
fort. The Captain of the frigate demanded the delivery of the 
ship to him. Upon our refusal he makes his complaint to the 
Captain General of ‘Bassein Manoel de Saldanha, who being of a 
fiery nature, apprehended so great an affront in it that he imme- 
diately came hurrying to Bandra with about 1000 men. We may 
say so many in number, but for service just only fitting to run 
away upon looking an enemy in the face, being taken up trom the 
plough and the palmars (palm trees). So aggiavated and resolved he 
seemed to be that he made public protestations never to return 
without our surrendering the vessel or an equivalent satisfaction. 
There happened to be some Englishmen at Bandra who went over to 
buy some necessaries, whom one of his Captains fell foul of, beat 
them cruelly, and killed Serjeant Southerland. The Captain 
General indeed disowned the action. However being performed by 
his ministers, we could do no less than demand satisfaction for the 
mourder and affront. The then Deputy Governor (Gyfford) lay 
desperately sick of a flux and hectic fever, so that John Petit 
went up to Méhim taking with him.a@ division of the garrison 
companies, the militia of Bombay with 100 Bhandaris and about 
100 Moors of the island which with the militia of Méhim amounted 
to about 500 men. The Captain General finding our readiness to 
receive him, and that his menaces had not operated to that height 
as h8 imagined, became something calmer. His demands were 
first for the delivery of the ship to him, pretending she was his 
lawful prize having almost taken her, and that we ought not to 
protect the enemies to the Crown of Portugal, We in answer laid 
before him by many arguments how contrary it was both to reason 
justice and the custom of all Hurope to deny protection to the 
vessels or subjects of any prince in amity with our King as the 
Zamorin then was. The Captain General long persevered in his 
demands, offering many weak reasons for his justification. Find- 


ing us resolufe in our determination and that small effects were to 
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be expected either from his threats or force, he descended"to desir& 
of us to keep the ship m our custody till he could write to the 
Viceroy and we likewist advisetour President at Surat. This we 
likewise told him we could not consent té. For by what pretence 
or reason cold we make prisoners of our allies or how could we 
justify ourselves to the Zamorin for such an action. We said we 
had always the President's order to do no injustice; so that it 
was desiring us to break one order to wait for another. Finding 
nothing would prevail with us he was at length contented ‘as a 
poor salve to his credit to desire only of us that we would not send 
any frigates out in her convoy and that he would send to the 
Viceroy for his order herein and in the meantime their frigate 
should ride without to await her motion. All this could not 
hinder him from being derided of all strangers for his bravadoes and 
effectless threats and protestations, and even condemned of folly and 
rashness by the Portugal Fidalgos and all the Padres. Inthe mean- 
time we forgot not to demand satisfaction for the death of Serjeant 
Southerland and beating our men, for the which and for what 
other damages might accrue by this his unjust proceeding, we drew 
up a protest against him. For your Honours’ more particular satis- 
faction we herewith send copy of the said protest with all the 
papers which passed between us.’ 


The troubles with the Cota or Malabér Pirates dated from 1670. 
In February 1671 the President at Surat writes to Bombay. We 
congratulate your success against the two Malabdrs that were at 
Tull (Thal). Let Ensign Adderton know from us that we esteem 
of his good service well, and shall encourage him’aecordingly. We 
confirm your promise made to those that went out against the 
Malabéars, of allowing them half, although the custom is but one- 
third part We know not what to determine concerning the slaves ; 
only would have them valued and remain on the Company’s 
account, and let the moiety of their value be paid to the adventurers, 
and let the slaves be made to work at the fort, care being taken 
that they do not run away. For encouragement of the soldiers 
bereafter, we have made it a standing order, that whatever (booty 
is made), one-third part theréof shall be allowed them. This js to 
continue till further order from the Company unto whom we have 
written effectually concerning this matter. We hope in very few 
months to send you down a fine frigate for the greater security*and 
credit of the Port of Bombay. And if you can build a frigate or 
two at Bassein at any reasonable rates we would have you 
procure them, concerning which pray advise us with all speed 
possible.? : 

The pirates at Cota took an Englishman ina Daman vessel, The 
Englishman demanded ransom of Mr. Bourcher, and as he refused 
to give it, the pirates basely set the captive against a tree and lanced 
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him to-deatl! Preparations were promptly made to punish these 
insultg, On the 27th June 1677the Bombpy Council wrote to the 
Surat President: The Scipio and ll the Cémpany’s ships shall be 
ready fitted in August for any voyage shall be appointed them, 
We are of your Honours’ opinion that it will be higkly necessary, 
both for the benefit and honour of the Company that Alle R4ya and 
the pirates be made sensible of those affronts py upon us. We 
suppose the charge will not be great. Here is the Revenge and Hunter 
who will hardly get freights and are at a standing charge to the 
Company, the commanders all the officers and:some seamen being 
continually kept aboard them, that we believe they will not stand 
in above Rs. 100 or 150 a month more being at-sea than now haled 
up and suppose those two ships and two machvds will be sufficient. 
Besides if the design be managed with discretion, the prizes they 
take may for the greatest part defray the charges. 20 files of 
soldiers in all will be sufficient, or, if we cannot spare them, 16 files 
will serve. For officers to command the soldiers we have choice 
sufficient. But there will want an able prudent person to command 
in chief who has had experience of India, for the business will not 
be to go down and make what havoe destruction and slaughter 
ean be effected but as your Honour rightly observes, there must be 
respect had to time to come and the-carrying on @ more free and 
honourable trade in those parts forthe future. In one hand the 
sword and in the other an olive branch, and if possible to obtain 
that excellent point of making love and fear together which may 
be effected by avoiding general cruelties or the total ruin of any 
one place , by making those the mark of our anger, who to the 
knowledge of all people have plainly affronted us; by being 
extraordinary civil to all those who have still been our friends, 
and to manifest our intention of embracing all horiourable proffers 
of peace, whereby we may hereafter hye unmolested in our 
trade. Your Honours are better able to pitch upon a fitting person 
to manage this design than we. The Scipio may be very useful, 
though she stay not long there. But we think it very necessary 
the Hunter be sent down in the beginning of August, otherwise 
she will never meet with Alle Réja ships from Mokha and in 
the “meantime our recruits will come from England and we can 
fit up the rest.? 


Meanwhile one of the most difficult questions in Bombay continu- 
ed to be the Sidi’s request, supported by the Moghal Government of 
Surat, to be allowed to winter that is to pass the rains (June- 
August) in Bombay. On the 14th April 1676 the Surat Presi- 
dent wrote to Bombay: We are sorry the Sidi’s fleet is come again 
to trouble your port, The Moghal governor of Surat has not 
made applications to us in the least concerning the fleet winter- 
ing at Bombay. If he doth press very earnestly and will not be 
sR Tenens ree een ee 
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denied, we must govern ourselves the best we can for the Con 
pany’s interest. In the meantime we require you positively and 
in plain terms to declare to the Sidi that you will not “permit 
his wintering there. If he talks of staymg at Bombay or at 
Mazgaon you must tell him that 1 shall never be permitted, 
seemg he and Ins men have already been so chargeable to the 
island. Nor is he a person to be trusted on shore. Therefore 
if he doth desire it you must not grant it except you are sure 
he will go on bvard again in a day or two. Nor must ’you 
suffer his men to go ashore armed or too many ata time for the 
preventing of any, mischief that may ensue. However we would 
have you be very civil in your discourses and arguments to the 
Sidi and all the offieers, representing the unreasonableness of their 
requests, the trouble which we have already sustained, and the evil 
conseyuences that may follow. Also fail not to supply them 
with what they may want—wood, water, and provisions. And let 
them have no just complaint against you in that matter, but 
suffer none of their vessels to hale on shore by any means if you 
can prevent it. This order we would hage you resolutely and 
strictly observe till you hear further from us, for being at Swally 
we know not yet how things will go We intend to start to-morrow 
for Surat where we shall understand more of the Moghal governor’s 
maind whom we will dissuade bysthe best arguments we can from de- 
siring the Sidi’s fleet to winter in Bombay. Ifhe will not be otherwise 
satistied, we shall in a few days send you such directions as shall 
be necessary for your future government.! A week later (April 
21st) the Surat Council resume ‘To this day the governor of Surat 
hath not applied himself in the least to us touching the winter 
ing of the Sidi’s fleet Wherefore we would have you continue to 
prosecute our former directions and not permit them to winter in 
Bombay. Be careful you be not overcome with their subtleties.* 


Six weeks later a change in Surat compelled the President to 
alter his orders preventing the Sidi wintering in Bombay. On 
the 9th June 1676 the Council addressed Bombay: We have 
already wrote you a lettey mm recommendation of Sidi Kasim 
who 1s now made governor of Danda Rajpuri and captait gene- 
ral of the armada against Shivaji, in place of Sidi Sambal turned 
out. Shaistikh4n, governor of Surat, hath commanded the said 
Sidi Kasim to make what haste he can to his charge afid in 
pursuance thereof hath with some importunity prevailed %with us 
to permit his wintering on the island of Bombay till the monsoon 
serves to transport him to Danda R4jpuri. e carries with him 
about 200 peons for his guard on the way, fearing some encoynter 
from Shivéji’s forces. We were very unwilling to admit so mafiy 
troublesome people on the island but our governor here bein 
very importunate with us and having expressed a respectful caand 
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atid favourable assistance to our Honourable Masters’ interest 
and promising to signify this and other ouy good services to the 
king of Delhi we have thought’ good, to gratify him hereia. 
This day Sidi Késim cathe to take his leave of the President 
declaring his great obligations for the kindness received and 
promising all offices of friendship on his part, and whereas the 
President put him in mind of unruliness and disorderly proceed. 
ing of their men formerly, he assures us that he will now, take 
such’ strict care in governing: his soldiers aud keeping them in 
order that there shall not be the least occasionsof complaint here- 
after. 


Wherefore conforming to our former letter of recommendation, 
we desire you to treat the said Sidi Kasim with all ewvility and 
to accommodate him with such lodging during his stay either at 
Mézgaon or Bombay as you can conveniently provide. We judge 
Mazgaon will be the best place for the soldiers to quarter in that 
they may the less meet or intermix with our men for the prevent- 
ing of quarrels between them. As for Sidi K4sim himself if he 
desires a house or some* lodging at Bombay, you may grant them 
tohim. Also at his departure you may assist him with what boats 
are necessary for his transport to Danda Rajpuri. It is reasonably 
expected that he should pay the charge, for we would not have you 
put the Company to more expensé than necessity or the prudent 
laws of civility requires. At the same time in outward respect and 
kindnesses you niay use such freedom and obliging discretion as 
becomes the friendship we receive from the king and his subjects 
and consists with the interest of our Honourable Masters. 
‘When he departs the island, we would have you procure his letter 
to the governor of Surat manifesting the kindness and friendly 
assistances he hath received in behalf of the king’s affairs during 
his stay on the island. Though 1m consequence of these orders 
Sidi Kdésim perforce was allowed to winter in Bombay, apparently 
the directions and warnings quoted above sufficed to relieve 
Bombay of its-troublesome and dangerous guest Sid: Sambal. 


Early in 1677 Sidi Sambal seems ta,have been allowed to bring 
hig freét to Bombay and to stay in the harbour. In April, in con- 
sequence of an application from him to be allowed to pass the mon- 
soonin Bombay, Mr. Aungier, the President, wrote to Bombay: This 
evening we received a very formal letter from Sidi Sambal, wherein 
atter many wain pretences he entreats our leave to winter at Bom- 
bay himself with all his men.and his fleet and accordingly would 
have us recommend him unto you. This we will by no means consent 
unte in regard we plainly perceive his intentions are not for Danda 
Réjpuri but he lies hovering with his fleet about the island. We 
cannot at all recommend you in that you have connived at his 
continuance on the island thus long and never given us any account 
thereof, that, our orders might have arrived to you more season- 
ably. However we do now require you first in fair termy to declare 
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to him that it is contrary to His Majesty's, the Hofioufable Com- 
pany’s, and Our ordersyto permit him or his men or his fleet to winter 
on the island ; and therefore he must prepare himself to be gone with 
all the expedition that may be If yor see he will not Le satis. 
fied with ¢his but obstinately continues on the island, you 
must then by public proclamation require all people belonging 
to the Sit’s fleet to depart the island and prohibit all the mhabit- 
ants of the island after three days to sell to any of the Sidi’s people 
any sorts of provisions or come near their houses or holti any 
correspondence with them, for we will not permit him to winter on 
the island, andif he stays it shall be at his own peril, and you 
must declare that he thereby will utterly break fmendship with 
us This you may declare to him from us who desire your speedy 
performance of our ordeis and answer hereunto ' 


Meanwhile a grievously foolish and unjust action by an officer in 
command of one of the boats sent against the Cota puates strength- 
ened the position of the Sidis in claiming to winter in Bombay. On 
the 22nd April 1677 the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay 
write to Surat. Our Malabar machva whom we sent out in chase 
of Malabdrs was commanded by Ensign Thorp who off Danda Rajpuri 
met one of the Sidi’s boats. Our machva put out no colours so 
the Sidi’s boat pursued her very near, supposing her to be a 
Malabér or one ot Shivdji’s beats. hen our men put out their 
colours and showed themselves. Upon this the Sidi’s boat was 
going away, but our boat spoke to them to come aboard and held 
up a musket at them to make them come. When they had come 
on board our men asked the Sidis why they purSued them ; the Sidis 
answered we took you for Malabdérs. Upon this Ensign Thorp 
seized two coolies, tied their hands behind them, and hoisted them 
up and threatened them till he made them confess they heard the 
captain say he was resolved to take our machva; This confession 
Ensign Thorp thought was sufficient. He took away all their arms 
and what money they could find and keeping the captain and two 
men more prisoners, carried them away down the coast, and let 
the boat go. There was likewise a great packet in which the boatmen 
pretend are letters for Bahadur Khan, the governor of Surat, and your 
Honours; besides several letters for persons on this island and for 
the Governor and Factor of Bassein in Po.tuguese, all which he carried 
down with him. The two Sidis at Danda R4jpuri demanded 4ustice 
of us for robbing their boat and taking their men prisonersspretend- 
ing Rs, 2600 was lost in ready money and cloths. We made very 
strict examination but could find out no money but about Rs. 40 
which the Ensign had secured. his we proffered them but they 
refused it. For Ensign Thorp’s crime in taking and robbirlg ene 
of our friend’s vessels contrary to our orders and instructions we 
took away his commission from him. The boatmen would not 
accept of the money which was proffered them, but are gone to 
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_ Denda Réfpurt to complain afresh, and whether they will complain 


to Bahédur Khan and the governor of Surat ge know not,! 


It seems probable that this unfortunate misconduct so weakened 
the position of the Surat Pfesident that he was forced to abandon 
his intention of refusing Sidi Sambal’s request to be allowed to 
winter in Bombay Onthe 7th May 1677 the President addressed the 
following letter to Bombay: On the 30th April we wrote you by 
express to use your endeavours by all fair means to persuade Sidi 
Sambb] to retire from Bombay. We said we could not permit him 
to winter there for the reasons then proposed. H seems your care 
had prevented us and you had given your express orders to him 
to depart. In this youdid very well, Only we wish you had done 
it more effectually sooner in the year that he might have had no 
pretence to have stayed or that you had given us advice sooner 
that we might have made provision accordingly. Whereas till it 
was too late we were totally ignorant thereof. Upon the summons 
which you have given bim, he immediately despatched a boat to 
the Surat governor by seadesirmg him to interpose the king’s author- 
ity and his interest withas, without which we would never consent. 
Upon this the governor sent a message unto us entreating us m 
the king’s name to permit the fleet to winter in Bombay and that 
Sidi Sambal might remain on shore in regard to his sickness. 
After due advice and considering of the state of the Company’s 
affairs here, we esteemed it not prudent to displease the king and 
the governor for the reasons which are obvious to you. We 
accordingly sent our broker to the governor to represent to him 
the Company’s expréss order to the contrary and the inconveniences 
which they might sustain and have sustained by the Sidi’s winter- , 
ing in Bombay and to desire the governor that he would send 
express orders to Sidi Sambal and the fleet that they might observe 
these following orders: That Sidi Sambal should keep but 50 men 
on shore with him and that the rest of the soldiers should be either 
discharged or kept on board their ships and not allowed to come 
on shore without the Deputy Governor’s license: Further, that Sidi 
Sambal and Sidi Kdsim should take care that their men give not 
the least offence to the Government oro any of the people of the 
island’ and if they did that they should be severely punished. 
This the governor esteemed very necessary and hath given his 
orders-accordingly to Sidi Sambal which we send you here enclosed 
under the governor's seal together with its copy for your perusal 
desiring you td observe it accordingly. 


Now we understand that Sidi Sambal resides at the Hast 
India House where like the hedge hog “he hath nestled himself 
and liking his lodging intends to stay there whether we will 
or no. Asyou will readin the copy of his letter it is one of our 
conditions with the Surat governor that during next rains Sidi 
Sambal shall stay in what place the Deputy Governor and Council 
shall think fitt to appoint him, Our opinion is that it is not con- 
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venient to permit so many strange soldiers to be so near the fort . Chapter I. 


all the rains, but tha? Maézgaon would be a more proper place for , 


them, We offer this as our advice and do not give 1t as a positive 
order Still we do require you to consitler well thereof and having 
a strict regurd of the charge and trust committed to you to give 
such directions in this affair as shall most tend to the security of 
the fort and island and peace of the inhabitants, treating the said 
Sidi Sambals affairs and his people with such civility and reason- 
able assistance as they may expect from you 


Meanwhile the’Bombay Council were doing their best to be 
tid of Sidi Sambal. On the 2nd May 1677 they write the fol- 
lowing letter to the Surat Council We have with much ado 
prevailed with Sidi Sambal to embark to-morrow But he 
intends to stay aboard three or four days in expectation to obtain 
your Honout’s license for his wintering here, having sent express 
by sea and land for that purpose.? On the 18th May they write: 
We have by us two of your Honour’s unanswered of the last of 
April and 32th May We did what was possible to get Sidi Sambal 
out, next to plain force and firing at thé teet, which we know 
not how would be resented at Surat. We have daily for these two 
months tuld him absolutely that he must not winter here and he 
always beguiled us with protestations that he would be gone this 
day and that day till the fleet ‘was not able to stir. They must now 
winter here except we will force them out to be all lost. But he 
himself has promised faithfully to go overland and that he will set 
out to-morrow morning if not be it at his own peril for we could by 
no means suffer him to stay here? 


In the same letter, after the arrival of the Surat letter of the (7th) 
May the Bombay Council add Just at closing there came your 
Honour’s of the (7th) May with a letter for Sidi Sambal which 
we sent him We shall be careful punctually to eomply with your 
Honour’s orders and shall acquaint the Sidi therewith to-morrow. 
We are of your Honour’s opinion that Mazeaon will be the fittest 

lace for him which we suppose he will willingly condescend to, 
he having often professed nyuch.* 


On the 6th July 1677 before the Bombay letter reached’ them, 
forced by the necessity of keeping on good terms with Surat 
authority, the Surat Council write: Sidi Sambal being put out of 
his eroploy and the command of the king’s fleet conferred on Sidi 
Kasim who is now in Danda Réjpuri, Sidi Kdsim® hath ordered 
his vakil Mahmud Hasan to send down to Bombay 150 men under 
the command of Subhén Kuli. We commend his men unto your 
courteous usage, and do desire you to show them all the réspect 
and civility you may with convenience, and gratify them on all 
reasonable requests, At the same time we caution you to have an 


o 
1 Surat to Bombay, 7th May 1677, Surat Fact, Out. L. B. 3 of 1677-1700, 36 - 87. 
2 Bombay to Surat, 2nd May 1677, Sec. Out. L.B 4 of 1677 - 1687, 33. 
3 Bombay to Surat, 18th May 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 33. 
* Bombay to Surat, 18th May 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 34, 
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e¥e over them that they may commit no riots or disorders to the 
disturbance of the peace of the island and suffer not more than ,.. 
men to come on shore at a time? E 


On the 27th June 167% the Bombay Counéil brought to the 
notice of the President at Surat the sort of difficulty which the 
presence of the Sidi in Bombay entailed upon them. Lately a 
Bréhman and two or three more came over from Batty proffering 
their,service to the Sidi, and promising if he would employ them 
they would bring him some prisoners of quality. Sidi Sambal 
was willing to embrace the offer, but yet so cunning not to appear 
in the action that he would not furnish them with any of his own 
boats or men. So they hired a Bombay fisher-boat and soldiers 
from the island and went over to Batty and brought thence 
four Bréhman prisoners, being the principal men of the place, and 
put them aboard the Sidi’s ship? It was not long before we 
had a message from the Subheddr of Chaul, complaming of the 
‘tunneighbourly abuse we had suffered to he done to him-even by 
the inhabitants of Bombay, demanding the restitution of those 
prisoners, and threatenirfg, if this were not performed, no stick of 
wood or anything else would be suffered to be brought from the 
main to Bombay and that the friendship between us was broken. 
We immediately sent to the Sidi taxing him severely with this 
unfriendly dealing, but he pleaded ignorance to all However we 
got the prisoners from him whom we freed. We likewise got the 
Koli who was muk4dam of the boat and ten more of the rogues, 
dwellers on the island, who were all condemned to be hanged, but-we 
pardoned eight and executed three. Those eight are the Company’s 
slaves whom we shall put aboard the Europe ships to be sent to 
St. Helena, with a Bhanddérin who was condemned, for felony 
whose life we pardoned likewise. 


At the close 8f the rains (9th October 1677) the Bombay Council 
laid before Surat the evils attending the Sidi’s, especially two 
rival Sidis’, presence-in Bombay. They wrote: It is now several 
years that the Sidi’s fleets have used this port as a place of refresh- 
ing and retreat on all occasions, with hew much trouble to the Gov- 
ernment and dissatisfaction to the inhabitants, your worships have 
been but too well acquainted. A few months past Sidi Sambal receiv- 
ed orders to surrender the fleet to Sidi Késim. For several months 
he made demurs because his wife and children and his family were 
detained’ in Danda Réjpuri. These he received four days ago, and 
promised to deliver up the fleet excepting one of the great ships which 
heintended to keep to catry himself and his soldiers to Surat. Sidi 
Kégim being impatient of having part of his fleet detained from 


1 Surat to Bombay, 6th July 1677, Surat Fact Out L. B. 3 of 1677-1700, 61. 

* Like the phrase The Corlahs (Anderson, 68; Orme’s Oriental Fragmenta, 198) the 
word Batty meamng alluvial lands seems applied to villages along the west or 
Alhb4g shore of the Amba river oy Nagothna creek. At the same time the Batty of 
the Records may be Orme’s Abita (Ditto, 109) that 1s Apta ten miles north of Pen, 

3 Bom, to Surat, 27th June 1677, Seo. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 37-38. Forrest'a 
Home Series, I, 133. = 
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him and instigated by that unadvised Snbhiia Kéli Who caite 
from Surat about thres months past with 150 men to assist him, 
ere we were aware of it, did @n Sunday last march up with all 
his force to Mézgaon where Sidi Sambaliesided. We immediately 
sent Captain Keigwim with a guard of horse to keep the peace, 
Ere he could arrive they had begun the skiimish, and so obstinate 
were they, especially Sidi Kasim, that they were parted with 
much difficulty having shot four of the Company’s hoises, whereof 
one is dead and another in great danger, though it pleased noite of 
the troopers were hurt. .Upon this we immediately sent for Sidi 
Kasim to the fort, and having expostulated with him the affront 
he had put upon the Government and the bad retaliation he had 
made us foi our extraordmary civilities to him, we disarmed all 
his soldhers except bimself and two or three more and ordered him 
in four or five days’ time to sond all his soldiers off the island 
excepting some few servants for his attendance The like we did 
to Sidi Sambal excepting those guards which were for the defence 
of the ships. We suppose this accident will so arm your 
woiship’s resolutions as never to concede the wintering of the 
fleet here agam nor to suffer any great number of men to remain 
on the island armed. We suppose 1t would be of great consequence 
that your worships made timely complaint of these outrages, not 
only to the governor of Surat,sbut even to the king himself, and 
demanded large satisfaction for the death of our horses and the 
disturbance of the peace of the inhabitants and hindrance of our 
trade, meichants being frighted from coming hither by such hostile 
acts We send this cosset (caimer Guyardti asad) on purpose to pive 
your worships timely notice that the Sidis wight not be befurehand 
with a false representation of the action.' 


A fortnight later (October 21st) the- Bombay Council continue. 
We have at length induced the two Sidis to an agraement so that 
Sidi Kasim is contented to surrender up Sidi Sambal’s wife ‘and 
ehildren and Sidi Sumbal is contented to surrender up the armada, 
so that Sidi Sambal in four or five days intends to embark on one 
of two great ships and go for Surat, and then Sidi Kasim will go 
on board of the fleet. We7were willing to be mediator ig this 
business that we might be rid of them both. And if we respect 
the good and quiet of the island, we have reason to wish they may 
never come here again except it be for a month’s time ta réfiesh 
and then be gone, Sidi Sambal had an excellent horse lelled in 
the broil, which he values at a great price; for which and all other 
damages he demands satisfaction of us; for he pretends his hands 
were bound up from taking his own satisfaction. We must needs 

~ say he was very obedient to our orders, and has lived at Mézgaon 
all this rains so contentedly and quietly that we have not been 
troubled with any complaints of him, So that when your worships 
demand satisfaction of the Moghal'king for our horses and other 


? 
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dd@mages, Sidi*Sambal’s damages may likewise be demanded or 
that they make him satisfaction there,! : 


In March 1677 the General and Council in Surat communicated 
the following instructions “regarding the settlement of Gujarat 
Banids in Bombay : We dosend you several articles offéred unto us 
by Nima Parakh, an eminent Bania belonging to the city of Din, 
touching his own, or some of his sons or vakils, settlement 
on the island of Bombay. This we have not thought good to 
grant until we have first advised with you and taken your opinion 
thereon whether they are consistent with the ‘present state and 
good of the island, and therefore we desire you seriously to weigh 
each particular article and advise us your opinion thereon. He 
hath further requested that ten mans of tobacco may be ailowed 
him free of paying any duty belonging thereunto, but to this 
also we have deferred giving no answer until we have received 
your opinion which we desire may be sent us 80 soon as you can 
with convenience. We desire you not to let these articles or 
Nima Pérakh’s name to be published as yet in regard the noise 
of it coming to the Porttiguese’s knowledge may cause no mean 
prejudice to him and little advantage to us, for we have already 
often experimented upon the effect of their bad neighbourhood.’ 


Whereas Nima Pérakb, an eminenf Bania merchant of the city 
of Diu, has expressed his desire to settle with his family and trade 
on the island of Bombay, from the fame which he has heard of the 
Honourable Company’s large commerce, upright dealing, justice, 
and moderation to ajl persons that live under the shadow of their 
Government ; and in order thereunto has requested a patent from 
us, under the Company’s seal, containing certain favours which he 
begs in relation to liberty and security in the exercise of religion, 
trade, property, and reputable residence on said island: We, the 
President and *Council for the said Honourable Company, have 
thought good, in regard to his eminent worth and good report, to 
grant him the following privileges: 


1. That the Honourable Company shall allot him so much 
ground in or near the present town free of rent as shall be judged 
necéssary to build a house or warehouse thereon. 


2. That he with the Bidhmans or Vers (Gors or priests) of his 
caste shall enjoy the free exercise of their religion within their 
own heuses without the molestation ofany person whatsoever ; that 
no Englishman, Portuguese, or other Christian, nor Mehammadan 
shall be permitted to live within their compound or offer to kill 
any living creature there, or do the least injury or indignity to 
thefn, and if any shall presume to offend them within the limits 
of their said compound, upon their complaint to the,- Governor 
(at Surat), or Deputy Governor (at Bombay), the offenders shall 


A 


1 Bom, to Surat, 2ist Oct. 1677, Sec. Ont, L. B.4of 1677-1687, 56-57. Forrest's 
Home Series, I, 138.: 

* Surat letter from the President Mr. Aungier and Council to Bombay, 22nd 
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be exemplarily punished ; that they shall have liberfy to bufn 
their dead according to their custom, also to use their ceremonies 
at their weddings; and thaf none of their profession of what 
age, sex, or condition whatever they be, shall be ferced to turn 
Christiau’, nor to carry burthens against their wills, 


3. That he and his family shall be free from all duties of watch 
and ward, or any charge and duty depending thereon; that 
neither the Company nor the Governor, Deputy Governor or 
Councn, or any other person, shall on any pretence whatsoever 
force them to lend money for public or private account or use 
any indirect violence or ways to that effect; but that they shall 
with all freedom enjoy their properties, estate, and goods without 
any molestation. 

4, That in case there falls out any difference or suit in law 
between him or his vakil or attorneys or the Banids of his caste, 
and any other persons remaining on the island, the Governor or 
Deputy Gevernor shall not suffer him or them to be publicly 
arrested dishonoured or carried to prigon, without first giving 
him due notice of the cause depending, that he or they may 
cause justice to be done in an honest and amicable way, and in 
caso any difference happen between him ox his attorney and any 
Bania of their own caste, they may have liberty to decide it 
among themselves without being forced to go to law. 

5. That he shall have liberty of trade in his own ships and 
vessels to what port he pleases, and come in and go out when he 
thinks good, without paying anchorage, having first given the 
Governor or Deputy Governor or Customer notice and taken 
their consent thereunto. 

6, That in case he brings any goods on shore more than he car 
sell on the island within the space of 12 months, he shall have 
liberty to transport them to what port he pleases, without paying 
custom for exportation. 

7 That in case any person be indebted to him, and also to 
other Banids, and be notgible to pay all lis debts, his nght may 
be preferred before other Banuds. “« 

8. That in case of war or any other danger which may succeed, 
he shall have a warehouse in the castle to secure hisgoods, 
treasure, and family therein. 2 

9 That he or any of his family shall have liberty of egress and 
regress to and from the fort or residence of the Governor or Deputy 
Governor, that they shall be received with civil respect and be 
permitted to sit down according to their qualities ; that the¥ shall 
freely use coaches, horses, or palanquins and quitasols (that is 
barsuns or umbrellas) for their convenience without any disturb- 
ance; that their servants may wear swords and daggers, shall 
not be abused, beaten, or imprisoned except they offend, and that 
in case any of his kindred or friends shall come to visit him or 
them from any other ports, they shall be used with civility and 
réspect. ra) 
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-10, Thiat he and his assigns shall have liberty to sell and buy 
eocoanpts, betelnuts, pdn or betel-leaves, and‘any other commodity 
not rented out without any molestation on.the island.! 


On the 8rd April 1677 the Deputy Governor of Boirbay replied : 
According to order we have considered the articles of Nima Pdrakh 
Bania, which if we rightly understand we do not apprehend any 
prejudice in their concession, the most of them being what the 
meanest enjoy. 

The first is very easy, the Company having vast ground enough, 
and we daily do the same to Batndés and others who,come to 
inhabit here As to the second, the free exercise of religion is 
permitted to all with the use of their ceremonies at weddings and 
feasts, the Bamids always burning their dead without molestation. 
Neither do we permit any person to kill anything near the Banids, 
who all live by themselves, much less can any person presume to 
enter into anybody’s house or compound without the owner's 
lheense, and, for forcing people to tu.n Christian against the 
wills, the whole world wijl vindicate us-; neither are any’persons 
forced to carry burdens against their wills. No Bama, Brahman, 
Moor, or such man is obliged to watch or ward or other duty, but 
if any person buys an oart or warge (vdda) he is bound on every 
alarm to send a musquiter. But if hg possesses no Jand no duty 1s 
exacted, so the article may be granted to Nima, and when he goes 
about to buy any land he may be acquainted with that small 
incumbrance thereon. ‘ 


The 4th article is nideed a privilege, but no more than Girdhar, 
the Moody and some others have, which does not in the least 
exempt them from the hands of the law or justice, but does only 
ask that justice be done respectfully, which he need not doubt of, 
and for matter of differences among themselves there is already 
his Honour’s patent authorising them to decide such things. 


As to the 5th, the great anchorage of a rupee per ton is wholly 
taken off. There remainsonly a small one of a rupee for every 100 
tons, which is so inconsiderable a matter that wedo not believe he 
will stigk at it. Ifhe does, it will amounf but toa small matter being 
only for his own vessels that the Company may easily allow it, 


The 6th, if we rightly apprehend it, is no more than what all people 
enjoy, who are so far from paying custom at exportation of their 
own goods that they pay none for what goods they buy. But if 
he intends his goods must pay no custom at landing nor none at 
exportation of what he cannot sell, it will be so great a loss to the 
Compgny, they haying farmed out the customs for two years,- that 
the ‘benefit of his settling here will, we believe, not countervail it, 
till it comes into the Company’s hands again. 


As to the 7th, our law is such that if a person be indebted to 
several men, yhosoever gets a judgment first in Court will be 
paid his full debt, but ho man ean be aggrieved at that, nor can any 
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creditor have any pretence to what is once paid, and when judgment 
is given it is already paid in law, so that he is no longer 
proprietor of it. But when a person is indebted to two men and 
the Hist sucs him and uon that the second comes in and sues him 
too, with what justice gan we pay al] the debtor's estate to the second 
_ ereditor, Only ot this he may be assured that all justice shall be 
done hn with speed according to our law and the paity forced to 
pay the full debt if able, and he in prison for the rest till, he 
pleases to rlease him, which we suppose may well content him. 


As to the Sth, m ¢ase of war all persons of quality have liberty 
to repan to the castle and secuie their money and other things of 
value Not that I suppose he intends to fill up the castle with gruf 
(coarse) gools, but tor money, jewels, household stuff, cloth goods 
of value, that take up smail 100m, he may bring what he pleases 
and may have a warehouse apart allotted for himself and family. 


The 9th and-lUth we may juin together, they being only to fill 
up the number They are plain optics to show the nature of those 
they hve under, which, when they have experimented our Govern- 
ment, themselves will laugh at us, enjoying more freedom than the 
very aiticles demand, for the meanest person 1s never denied egress 
and iegtess upon respectful notice given, and for horses and coaches 
and the hke he may keep as many as he pleases and his servants 
be permitted to wear what aims they please, a thmg common to 
all Nothing is more promoted by us than the free hbeity for 
buying and selling which 1s the load-stone of trade. 


That last thing he asked of having 10 mans* of tobacco free of 
all duties 13 the most difficult thing of all, for the farmers will ask 
a vast deal to grant such a heense, it being a very great profit they 
make in the sale of 10 wang, so that we know not which way 
this article can be condescended to, but in this your,Honours can 
judge better than us) 


In reply on the 26th April the Surat Council wiite We 
observe your answer touching the articles proposed by Nima 
Parakh Eania in order to his settlement on Bombay. When we 
come again to treat with him thereon, we hope so to moderate the 
affuir that the island shall not receive any the least prejudice 
thereby, and we do not question but wholly to put him by his 
request of 10 mans of tobacco which he would annually receive or 
bring on the island free of all duties.* 


A letter of the 19th March from Bombay to the Court of 
Directors remarks that 1t would be a very grateful thing to the 
whole city if thew Honours would be pleased to send out a great 
clock and a large bell as these would not only be very satisfactory 
but also very useful to all? 


1 Bambay to Surat, 3rd April 1677, Sec Out. Letter Book 4 of 1677 «1687, 25-27, 
Forrest’s Home Series, I, 129-130 
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Chapter I., In June of this year (1677) the Company’s interests in Western 
History. . Indiaesustained a serious loss by the death of President Auncier, 
Aungier's Death, Lhe Surat letter of the 30{h June to Bombay states: It hath pleased 
June 1677. God to our great sorrow after a tedious sickness to take out of this 


life our worthy President, Gerald Aungier, who ‘deceased this 
morning between 4 and 5 of the clock, of which we thought good 
to give you this timely notice that you might prevent all 
innovations or disturbances upon the island. For the better 
government of its affairs we herewith send. you a copy of a 
clause’ of the Honourable Company’s letter bearing date the 22ud 
February, wherein you will find that they have made provision in 
case of the decease of the Honourable Gerald Aungier and 
Mr. Matthew Gray that they have given full power and authority 
to three or more of their Council of Surat to act as commissioners 
in the management of their affairs in these parts of India. 
Therefore, until the rest of the Council can be conveniently called 
hither -to consider and determine what shall be necessary and 
consistent with the Company’s interest for the more ample 
establishment of their &ffairs, we think good to confirm Mr. John 
Petit, our worthy friend, in the management of the affairs on the 
island to act (with the advice of the present Council of Bombay) 
in as full power and authority as he could or might do by virtue 
of the commission given him by our late Honowable President, 
We hereby require all persons, inhabitants on the island, of what 
quality and degree soever to obey and observe his ordets 
accordingly, and we do commend to your care the preservation and 
good government of the island that all things may be continued 
in such form and order as at present they are established, observing 
for the future such directions as you shall from time to time receive 
from us, and we desire you to strengthen us with your advice and 
counsel in anything you shall find conducing to the Company’s 
igterest. , 


Our thoughts are now taken up in giving orders and directions 
for the decent burial of the defunct whom God willing we intend 
to inter on Monday next in such manyer as the time and place will 
admit. 


In reply on the llth July 1677 the Bombay Council wrote: 
Wetannot rightly express the reality of our grief at the perusal 
of thedeplorable news of the death of our late noble President. 
Multiplicity’ of words may multiply the sense of our loss, but 
cannot depaint its greatness and the knowledge we have of the true 
worth and integrity of his successors. It shall be our continual 
prayers for a blessing on your great affairs? 


Mr. Bolt A letter from Bombay dated 22nd October 1677 notes that 
eee Mr. Rolt was confirmed President in the room of Mr. Aungier.® 


1 Surat, Messrs. C, James and Cesar Chambrelan to Bombay, 80th June 1677, 
Surat Factory Gut. Letter Book 8 of 1677 - 1700, 46-47, Forrest’s Home Series, I 116. 

3 Bombay to Surat, llth July 1677, Sec. Ont. Letter Book 4 of 1677-1687, 39. 
Forrest’s Home Sertes, I. 133. 
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Between 1670 and 1680 the Records contain refcrénces to thé” 
result of the suggestion *that respectable Enghshwomen shogld be 
encouraged to come out and settle in Bombay. In January 1671 
the Surat Council refer the Directors to *the petition of one John 
Simpson a matross (under-gunner German matrose salar) of Bombay 
who had desired that the Court would please to give leave for his 
wife and family to come ont on the next shipping. Touching ths 
matter the Council add- We humbly refer you to his own petition 
which will be presented to you.! 


In Decemb>r 167¥%the Surat Council wrote to Bombay : We have 
considered the request which the gentlewomen have mazle to you, 
touching their allowance for one year and the reason they allege 
concerning it. Though we are willing to gratify them in any thing 
that les ia our power and do believe what they say concerning 
Mr. Lewis to be probable yet we declare we cannot dispose of our 
Masters’ estates without their order. They must therefore excuse us 
if we do not gratify their desire. But whereas you say some of them 
are inso mean a condition that they cannot subsist without help, 
in such case and no otherwise, we enorde that you allow either 
6 or 8 pardaos (pagodas) a month to those that are in real necessity 
that they be preserved from want which witha] they must understand 
as an act of charity from the Company in respect to their want. 
Those who are able we expect*should provide themselves. And 
whereas you give us notice that some of the women are grown 
scandalous to our nation religion and government, we require you 
in the Honourable Company’s name to give them all fair warning 
that they do apply themselves to a more sober and Christian conver- 
sation, otherwise the sentence 1s this that they shall be confined 
tutally of their liberty to go abroad and fed with bread and water 
till they are embarked on board ship for England ® 


Next month im writing on this subject to the Direcfors the Surat 
Council say: The gentlewomen and other women brought out these 
two last years have given us some trouble demanding the former 
allowances which you were pleased to grant to others, namely one 
year’s diet if they were not married before the year expired. ‘They 
pretend they were sent out on the same condition and that so nfuch 
was declured to them at the India House by Mr. Lewis. Notwith- 
standing this we have refused to put you to that charge, declaying 
we tad no order from you. This hath caused some discontent gmong 
them; only we have thought fit to assist those who are more dijecte 
of chamty to keep them from perishing for want of sustenance, 
We beseech you that your orders may be hereafter clear touching 
such persons the better to prevent mistake,® 


Wath regard’ to the order that no Europe ships were to call at 
Bombay, on the 17th February 1677 the Bombay Council wrote to 


e 
1§urat to Directora (10th January 1671), Surat Fact. . B, - 
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2 Surat to Bombay, 18th December 1675, Surat F » L. B. 5 
Forrest's Home Series, I, 74. daiirlenabd Aectesaiea sath 
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the Directors: It is now effectless to {ell your Honours the great 
disappointment the whole island les undtr by the Europe ships 
not touching here. What is past éannot be recalled and we must 
be contented with our lot.£,, 


Jn 1677 (28th Febroary) the Factors at Calicut” wrote: The’ 
rogues of Cota are grown worse than ever. They lately killed one. 
Englishman by name Isaac Watts for ng other reason than because 
he ,would not turn Moor. They lately surprised John Chase and 
Nathaniell Meriton by land in their way to Dharmapatan. Onur hopes 
are that your Worship and other fricnds of Bombay will in tune: 
abate their pride, confound their devices and severely chastise their 
msolences which would much rejcice us.? 


In the following years the management of Bombay continued 
full of difficulty. In 1679 Shiv4ji’s admiral took possession of the 
island of Kenery (Khanderi) at the south entrance to Boinbay 
harbour. After a vain attempt by the English supported by the 
Sidi of Janjira to dislodge the Mardthds some’ Bombay troops 
occupied the smaller rock of Henery (Underi) between Kenery and 
the main land. Shortfy after the English were forced to retire 
from Henery.’ In January 1682 the Surat Council wrote to tho 
Directors: The administration of the island of Bombay has been 
the most difficult as well as the most embarrassing part of our 
duty, on account of the occupation of the barren rocks of Henery 
and Kenery by the troops of Shivdji and of the Moghal; the 
obstructions to trade by the Portuguese; and, above all, the general 
impression that Sambhdaji Radja, the successor of Shivaji, was 
following up the plans of his father and adding on every limit 
of his dominions to his extensive empire.‘ 


In 1682-83 the revenue of Bombay had increased, being this 
season Naa Papi to exceed the two preceding years’ by 4700 
Xeraphins. It was doubtful whether it would yield this amount 
at the next sale,-or farming, in March 1683, because Sambhaji 
continued in possession of the island of Kenery, and had ten or 
twelve armed galivats (galbats), which mterrupted the trade, and 
because the Moghal fleet resorting #2 Bombay had exposed the 
garrison to attacks and danger. These powers, from the situation 
of Bombay relatively to their dominions, had kept the island ina 
constant alarm, the Hunter galley being the only armed ship left 
to progect the trade and settlement. Any scheme of the Bombay 
or Surat Coluncil for the forcible recovery of Henery was made 
impracticable by the receipt of a letter from the Court dated 22nd 
April 1682 reminding the President of the Company’s determination 


} Bombay to Directors, 17th February 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 16. 
Forrest's Home Senes, I, 124, ‘ 

? Calicut to Bombay, 28th Feby. 1677. Surat Fact. Out L B 3 of 1677-1700, 
26, Dharmapatan, three miles north of Tellicherry, appears in the Brihat Samhita 
(XIV. 14) of Vardha Mihiva (4.p 505) as an label whose people traverse the three 
seas of lapis lazuli conch-shellg and pearls. A. M. T. Jackson, I. 0, S, 

3 bir G. Birdwood’s Report on the Old Records of the India Office, 189], 83, 

* Surat to Directors, 23rd January 1682, Bruce’s Annals, Il. 472 - 473, 
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to have no war about Henery-Kenery and adding, ‘all war is so 
contrary to our constitution as well as our interest that we cannot 
too often inculcate to you our aversion thereunto.’+ 


By these events the relations between the Government of 
Bombay, Sambhdji, and the Moghal. had become most embarrassing 
and precarious. With Sambhdji it was expedient to temporize on 
account of his power extending over those commercial stations on 
the Malabar Coast from which the principal part of the investmeats 
of pepper and cardamoms were drawn, as well as over several of 
the stations under the Presidency of Fort St George particularly 
Porto Novo, The power vf the Moghal commanded the provinces 
in which the principal portions ot the Surat investment were 
collected. These alarms were increased by the Sidi’s fleet and 
troops being too strong to be resisted by the soldiers of the 
garrison now reduced to less than 100 Europeans, who were daily 
murmuring at the price of provisions, which their pay could not 
afford. Under these circumstances a reference was made to the 
Court for instructions and aid.* 


e 
Apparently in reply, early in 1683, the Court of Directors wrote : 
After much charge and the wasting of many years in vain attempts, 
we have (we hope) at length thought of methods to make Bombay 
a place of considerable trade and business : 


1. We have ordered the ship Charles to unlade her cowries 
there or so many of them as our President and Council at Surat 
shall give order for and to take in there such homeward lading 
for England as our President and Council shall think fit. 


2. We have ordered the ship we are now despatching for 
Tonqueen in her homeward voyage to return through the 
straights of Mallaca to Bombay and there unload and fill up with 
what our President and Council shall provide beforelrand to le in 
the stores and give order for the shipping aboard her, 


3 We have written to our President and Council to order such 
of our ships as he shall think fit that go down to the Coast of 
Malabar and India to return,to Bombay and _ there disperse those 
goods among any of our ships that he shall appoint to take*in 
their loadings at that place. 


4, That in order thereunto, if he finds it not prejudicial to eur 
service, he should send from Swally one of our small ships ewith 
bales of goods to fill up any bigger ship or ships he slfall appoint 
to take up their full loading ati Bombay. 

5. In the foregoing particulars you will see we have referred 
much te the discretion of our President and Council at Surat. 
This 1s most necessary, seeing they are in the head of our business 
and so near the place; and the more in regard our President hath 
been our Deputy Governor in Bombay and to give him his due the 
best that ever set foot upon the island since the English had it, 


Pub Dept. Court's Letters, Vol, 1 of 1681-1685, 11. Bruce’s Annals, IT. 488, 
3 Bombay tv Duirectora, 22nd September 1682 and 8th January 1683, Bruce's 
Aunals, II. 488 - 490, 
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6. And now we have opened you a way we hope your own 
ingenuity will find out other mediums‘of meliorating the com- 
meree of that place. 


7. We hope to have a considerable trade from China in a few 
years and have ordered an experiment to be made for settling a 
trade at Canton. Although we do but now begin to order 
our ships to return to Bombay from thence, we do intend here- 
after, when you have once a good store of pepper by you and 
some other proper goods for sale in China, to order our Europe 
ships bound for China which did usually stop at Bantam to sul 
directly from hence to Bombay and fill there with pepper and 
other proper goods of Surat and those ports. Next year you may 
expect our China ships shall start from as well as return to Bom- 
bay in the same mauner as they have hitherto done from Bantam. 
The consequences of this change will be exceedingly advantageous 
to the island which we must hope to find our share of in the 
increase of our customs and other revenues. Otherwise it will be 
detrimental to our stock, because Bantam 1s the nearest port to 
oe and pepper 4nd rattans to fill up our ships are cheapest 
there. ; 


8. There go fout factors on this ship at the salary each of £15 
a year. The chief, Mr. Standley, we would have sent to Surat. 
‘The other three you may detain at Bombay if you have occasion 
to employ them there and the President and Council do not 
otherwise direct. 


9. Since business is likely to increase with you, it will be abso- 
lutely necessary that you have just, faithful, sober, and diligent 
men for the godown-keepers. And, though they be never so good, 
we would have our Deputy Governor as oft as his business will 
permit to see after them himself and observe how our business is 
managed in the godowns and frequently inspect their books and 
accounts. - 


10. Bombay hath been so monstrously out of order and 
over-grown with riot, prodigality, carelessness and folly, that 
though in his tame Mr. Child did®as much as we could hope for 
towards a reformation in so short atime, yet such was the 
obstinance of the matter contracted by expensive and vicious 
habits that it was too perverse and hard for him to correct at 
onee. But he having Iaid the foundation of a more frugal and 
careful managery, you will be infinitely to blame if you do not 
perfectly finish that which was with more difficulty begun by 
whim. This of the two is far the easier task there being in 
government as well as in mechanics a great truth in that old 
adage fucile est inventis addere. 

11. That in going through with the work of retrenchment and 
reformation you may remove all old incorrigible lumber out of 
the way? we have given full authority to our President and 
Council at Surat that whoever in their judgment and consciences 
they shall find unfit for our services, they turn out in a summary 
way without the formality of tedious, impertinent, chargeable 
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examinations, attestations, certificates, letters or other trumpery 
as was used in the case of Mr, Petit to no purpose, long experience 
having convinced us of this certain truth that wherever things 
go generally ill, expenses great, despatches slow, accounts confused, 
debts standihg out, the instruments are certainly nought though 
none better furnished with volumes of attestations and certificates. 


12. Aud therefore if there be any on Bombay in our service 
that are riotous, unfaithful or negligent, fail not without 
favour or affection, anger or pieyudice, to give impartial notice of 
them to our Presitlent and Council at Surat, who, we doubt not, 
will ease you of such burdens. 


13 We have now by the Scipio advice of a war between the 
two kings ef Bantam, which confirms us in our resolution of 
erdering all our China ships to return to your place and have 
written to our President and Council at Surat to provide and 
have m readiness in the godowns the value of £20,000 sterling 
by January or Febiuary 1683 in proper goods of India to be put 
on board such ships as we shall send outjext summer to com- 
plete their loadings at Bombay and sail directly from thence to 
China. Butif some of you do not become more serious and careful 
in our business and in your own conversations we shall have 
cause to doubt you will not be capable of managing so great a 
trust and such weighty affairs as we shall have to transact upon 
that island hereafter. We shall suspend our judgments till we 
see how well you will acquit yourselves this year. 


14. We shall send you out by our ships thifty young English 
soldiers with a Lieutenant, one Thomas Child, who is allied to 
our President at Surat, he hath been a Captain of foot in the 
King’s veivice and hath hkewise had command at sea; him we 
intend i the room of Lieutenant Nicolls but not éo be of the 
Company. These thirty soldiers we intend to fill up your 
company but not to make any increase of officers! 


On the 15th August 1683, in communicating to Bombay the im- 
portant news of the grant of a fresh charter the Court wrote: We 
send you enclosed an authedtic copy of a new Charter granted us 
by His Majesty under the great seal of England, for the suppressing 
all interlopmg and interlopers, of which we shall write you more 
largely by our ships In the meantime we do hereby appoint our 
Deputy Governor of Bombay to be our Judge Advocate there, 
and to put all the powers granted us by the said new Charter into 
full and perfect execution # 


On the 7th April 1684, before the news of Keigwin’s revolt had 
reached them, the Court wrote to the President at Surat: We 
have chosen Dr. St. John Doctor of the Civil Law to be Judge 
of the Admiralty Court in the East Indies and of all our maritime 
«.lairs there, to be erected in pursuance of His Majesty’s additional 
charter of the 9th August last (1683) at the salary of £200 a 


' Court to Bombay without date (1682), Public Department Letters from the 
Court, Vol. 1 of 1641-1685, 32-34, Of this letter four pages are missing. 
2 Court to Bombay, 15th Aug 1683, Pub. Dept. Court’s L, Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 55. 
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Governor's table at Bombay, but all otlfer aecommodations for 
himself and his two servants are to be at his own charge and to take 
place at the Governnor’s fable as second. We therefore order and 
direct that a convenient place be assigned him fof holding the 
Court of Admiralty, and that you appoint such officers as are 
necessary to attend that Judicature which is designed for pro- 
ceeding against all interlopers and private ships and persons 
trating in the East Indres or to or from the East Indies, contrary 
to His Majesty’s Royal charter granted tou. For the honour 
of our nation and more perfect information of all persons that 
are and shall be concerned in the proceedings of that judicature, 
we do expressly order and direct that the whole process of that 
Court be carried on m Enghsh and not in Latin in all the Commis- 
sions, Acts, Constitutions, and sentences thereof, and that you do 
take care that a table of, fees’ be agreed on'and published for all 
processes, writs, summons, adjudications, sentences and decrees 
and all other things that are or shall be passed in the said Court 
and to all officers atterding the same, which are not to be exceed- 
ed, upon some moderate penalty to be therein inserted and 
published. His Majesty hath been pleased upon our approbations 
of him to grant Dr. St John a commission under the great seal of 
England to the purpose aforesaid. For which also he hath our 
comruission under our larger seal, 2 copy whereof we herewith send 
you, and he is from time to time to transmit unto you, as also to 
represent unto the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay an 
impartial account of all his proceedings, as Judge of the said 
Court. But all other judicatures upon our said island are to 
xemain in the same condition and order they now are and under 
the management of the same persons, until you receive our further 
orders after we have an account from you of the good deport- 
ment of the said Doctor. 


_ About the same time (April 1684) it was found that the ships of 
interlopers instead of taking in their cargoes at a British port, went 
to Ostend, and took in Europe produce on British capital, and thence 
progeeded to India. On discovering this project, the Court applied 
to the King, who ordered a man-of-war to intercept them, but two 
of their vessels escaped. Instructions were therefore sent to the 
Corfpany’s agents to seize their ships and goods.” 


On the 3nd October 1684 the Court wrote to Surat: We are very 
sensible that the interlopers have given you great trouble, and have 


— COO 


* Court to Surat, 7th April 1684, Pub, Dep. Court’s L, Vol. 1, of 1681-1685, 87-83. 
This Court was to be held at Bombay, as being a possession acquired by the Crown 
a by 16 vested in the Company in fall property, Jt was to consist of the 

udge and two cap naar pay iad servants, ‘che Judge was to take cognizance 
of and to try examine and decide on all cases 1egarding the interlopers or private 
peenante who might attempt, contrary to the King’s orders and in violation of the 
ompany’s exclusive privileges, to trade or establish factomes m the countries 
within ther miss. Court’s letter to Surat, 7th Apml 1684; -Company’s commis 
ror to Dr. St, John, 7th April 1684 ; King’s commission to Dr, St, John, 6th Feb. 
84, Bruce’s Annals, 11. 497, *Bruce’s Annals, JE. 522, 
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been a great interruption to all our business, but ard fully satisfi€d 
that our President and Council are worthy men and havg served 
ug faithfully and as well as aby men could have done under so 
many disappointments.! 


On the Péth November 1683 the Court again state We are 
now much set upon the improvement of that our island of Bombay 
and do esteem 1¢ a place of more consequence than we have former- 
ly done We cannot imagine but a wise and pradent Counci pught 
promote or create a trade there in a place so admirably situated 
and so tull of peojfle ? 


In the same letter the Court administer the following caution 
The increase of our people at Bombay must necessarily increase 
our revenue if you be careful to make the most of it With 
a httle ingenuity you may find out othe: ways to augment our 
revenue, which we require you to make your study and endeavour 
as much for the sake of your common country as your em- 
ployeis Itisa vain and idle imagination for any man to think 
the English nation can ever be as considerable mm India as the 
Dutch until we meas wise as they in creating and thnfty manage- 
ment of revenues in places conquered, fortified, or possessed. This 
necessary providence the Dutch have improved and refined tv such 
a degree at Batavia as to makg that place render to the Company 
clear annually £90,000 sterling (as we are informed), more than all 
the great charge thereof § 


In April 1684 the counsels for the improvement of Bombay are 
repeated: We are now much more concerned for the improvement 
of Bombay. We were concluding it to be a place that may stand us 
in mighty stead in case of a war with the Dutch or that the Moghal 
goveinois should go and affront us as they did last year in the 
Bay. We would, therefore, have you keep that island always in a 
strong posture of defence and our soldiers strictly to their duty and 
in the constant exercise of their arms You should set your wits 
effectually on work to create some considerable manufacture upon 
the island that may augment the number of the inhabitants whom 
we would have modelled into trained bands under English pr other 
officers, as you shall see cause, and make of them one or tw® regi- 
ments or more as their numbers will hold out. ‘They should be ex- 
ercised in arms one day in every two months or as often as you shall 
think may be convement. You need not always waste, powder 
at such exercise, but teach them to handle their arm§, their facings, 
wheelings, marching, and countermarching, the first ranks to pre- 
sent, draw their triggers together at the beat of the drum, and 


1 Pub Dept Court’s Letter, Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 94. : 

2 Court to Bombay Deputy Governor and Council, 16th November 1683, Pub. 
Dept. Letters from the Court, Vol. 1 of 168] - 1685, 59. 

3 Court to Bombay Deputy Governor and Council, 16th November 1683, Pub, 
Dept. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681-1685, 60, The capture of Bantam by the 
Dutch led to the declaration of the Court thatin future they would consider Bombay 
as an independent English settlement, and the seat of the power and trade of the 
English nation in the East Indies. The resolution was incompatible with the 


retrenchments, civil and muhtary, ordered in the two last seasons (1681 - 1683). 
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fall into the rear for the second ranks to advance as is often used 
with leayners in our artillery ground, Still Sometimes they must 
be used to firing, lest in tame of attion they should start at the 
noise or the recoil of their afms! 


In the same letter the Court state’ The ships Réturn, For- 
mosa, Tywan, and other of our country vessels will now all belong 
to your President. We would have their station or home to be 
Bombgy for the security of our island. Notwithstanding it will 
import us much that you keep them voyaging constantly upon 
short trips for rice or pepper, especially when yu apprehend the 
island not to be in danger. Otherwise the charge of those ships 
may eat out a great part of our stock, which we hope our President 
ant Council’s prudence will prevent. They will take care likewise 
that the new military titles which we have now conferred upon 
our President Governor and Second of Bombay, shall make no 
increase of charge to the Company.? 


The Court continues: We promise ourselves by the trade of 
rice besides the pro‘it of it, the following great advantages ’: 


1. Ourships that used to lie idle in Swally Hole will by that means 
be earning us something towards the charge of their demurrage. 


2. Our island and bay will be the better secured by the con- 
stant resort of so many English ships to and frou it, as this trade 
will occasion, which before was managed by boats of no force. 


3 By the store the Company will always have kept of rice 
and paddy, the island will be secured from famine in case of any 
sudden breach or affront from your neighbours 


The truth is it is imprudent for the Government of so popu- 
lous an island to be at any time unprovided_of half a year’s 
store of rice or paddy for all the inhabitants. Or to attempt any 
considerable thihg till their fortifications are all strong and com- 
pletely finished, their guns and carriages all firm and fixed, their 
companies of soldiers full and kept to strict order and discipline, 
and the guards exactly set and relieved every day as if an enemy 
were in port. This we require of ouy Deputy Governor to be 
constatitly performed, and when your emulators see you in such a 
posture, they will not be so apt to affront you as they have been, 
for theugh the old maxim was pax quesvta bello, peace may as 
well be preserved and obtained by being in a formidable and strong 
posture of warend defence as by war itself.* 


The Court continues: Though on tbis occasion we will not 
absolutely order it, we think fit to recommend it to your prudence, 
whethtr it be not convenient at all times to keep the greatest part 
of our estate and stores of pepper or other goods at Bowbay. For 


1 Court of Cirectors to the President and Council at Surat, 7th April 1684, Pubhic 
Dept , Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 77 : 

® Court to Surat, 7th April 1684, Pub Dept. Court's L. Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 80. 

; In the same letter, 7th April 1684, the Court ordered soldiers and weavers to be 
pes partly in rice at Company’s price and partly in money: Pub, Dept, Letters 

‘om the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 81. 

* Court to Surat, 7th April 1684, Pub Dept, Court’s L. Vol, 1 of 1681 - 1685, 82. 
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you see we are resolved so far as in us lies to make it infpregnabie, 
and we hope it may be much more healthful heieafter, when the 
drowned lands are drained as*we hope they may by that method 
we have now propounded ! 

By what’ we wrote you last year you will see we are resolved 
upon the defence and improvement of Bombay 1n another manner 
than ever we were heretofore. Your letters this year intimating the 
encroachment of the Moghal’s governors, and the repeated affronts 
of the Portuguese, give us further cause to hasten you in the 
huilding of such bastions as are wanting and in the prosecution of 
those other methods for the improvement of that place which (we) 
then gave you. 

Besides which we are now resolved that for the future at least 
one-half of our Europe shipping shall load home directly from Bom- 
bay not outgoing at all to Surat or Swally. We thm efvre do hereby 
order you trom Swat and the Coast of Malabar and India to make 
such a provision of all sorts of goods to he ready 1mbaled at Bombay, 
that what upon good deliberation we have now resolved may 
certainly and effectually be complied with.? 


In othe: despatches the Court instructed the President :to tem- 
porise with both Sambhdji and the Moghal. With Sambh4ji by an 
application for permission to ve-establish the Factory at Rajdpur , 
and with the Moghal by presents to the governor of Surat, to pre- 
vent Ins taking alarm from the removal of part of the Company’s 
goods and shipping from that port.$ 


On the 2nd July 1684 the Court wrote Though our business 
is only trade and secu1ity, not conquest which the Dutch have 
aimed at, we dare not trade boldly, nor leave great stocks the year 
about m any country where we have not the security of a fort. 
F or this cause we are now lessening our trade at Qurat and diaw- 
ing our concerns more to Bombay For the same cause hkewie 


' Court to the Surat President and Council, 7th April 1684, Pub Dept. Court’s L. 
Vol 1 of 1681-1685, 86 No details have been tiaced of the method referred to, 

? Court to the Surat President and Council, 2nd July 1084, Pub. Dept Letters 
from the Court, Vol 1 of 1681 - 1685, 91 

3 Court to the Piesidency of Surat, 18th April and 2nd July 1684, Bruce’s Annals, 
TI, 523. In the same year (1684) a despatch contains the following refererte to the 
Perman trade We vety well hke the Persian muimster’s proposals for English ships 
to be constintly employed between Persia and India We shall this yedt spare you 
shipping enough that you may employ two constantly in that trade, if you find you 
can do it to our advantage And we do hereby leave it to your discretion to make 
such an agreement for us as you shall think fit which we will take care to perform, 
First 1t will be requsaite that some end were made with the Persian for the great 
arrears of customs they owe us These we have ordered Sir Thomas Granthain to 
demand of them as soon as he shall arrive in the Gulf of Persia, and 1n case of refusal 
to right us by reprisal upon the king of Persia’s subjects for which purpose we have 
fully instructed him. Of this we do not send you copies nor any copies to our agent 
and council of Gombroon that they and you may much more’ justly plead ignorance, 
In case the Persian should resent anything, Sir Thomas G:antham ghall do in the Gulf 
in pursuance of thore orders we have given him. Thus moch of that affair we 
thought necessary now to impart to i that you may the better provide for the 
security of our estate in Persia and all other places subordinate to your Presidency, 
Court's letter to the Surat President and Council, 7th Apml 1684, Pub, Dept, 
Lettere from the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1635, 85-86, 


Chapter I. 
History. 


Bombay 
Defences, 
1084, 


Tianafer of 
Commerce to 
Bombay, 
1684, 


Tiade and 
Conquest, 
1604 


Chapter 
History- 


Capt Keigwin’s 
Revolt, 
1683. 


pt Keigwin’s 
Measurea, 
1684, 


[Kistorical 
8S BOMBAY TOWN 


we are efilarging our fortifications as well as our trade at 


Kérwar,! 


While these directions for the iniprovement of the position of 
Bombay and the developmént of its trade were on their way to 
India the revolt of Captain Keigwin, the Commandant 6f the Bom- 
bay garrison, had removed the island from the control of the Com- 
pany’s officers and nominally handed it to the King of England. 
‘The main cause of Keigwin’s revolt was the measures which for 
some years had been in favour of abridging the charges of Bombay, 
and particularly the military expenses. ‘The offcers both in their 
rank and pay had been placed lower thanthey had formerly been and 
the‘militia had been so much reduced that not only discipline had 
been relaxed but the authority of the officers over the mon was 
at an end. Discontent, bordering on disobedience, could not be 
easily repressed and an incident only was wanting to kindle this 
discontent into a revolt. Captain Keigwin applied ,for subsistence 
money, there being no Company’s table as formerly. After much 
altercation between him and the Deputy Governor, he was allowed 
money to the extent of 25 rupees a month, but in case the 
Court should disapprove of this allowance, it: was to be refunded. 
Thus the plan of abridging the charges of the officers entrusted with 
the defence and protection of Bombay was unhappily carried to the 
extreme of ordering the half allowauce paid for diet to Captain 
Keigwin to be refunded. This parsimonious measure produced the 
discontent and probably the revolt of the garrison.’ 

Captain Richard Keigwin, who commanded the Company’s garri- 
son at Bombay, assisted by Ensign Thornburn and others, on the 
27th December 1683, seized on Mr. Ward the Deputy Governor 
and such Members of Council as adhered to him, assembled the 
troops and militia,annulled the authority of the Company by procla- 
mation, and deolared the island to be immediately under the King’s 
protection. The garrison, consisting of 150 English soldiers and 
200 topasses, and the inhabitants of the island, elected Captain 
Keigwin to be Governor, and appointed officers to the difterent 
eompanies, with suitable rank, and civil officers, storekeepers, 
and harbour-masters, declaring, that? if their servants would 
acknowledge the King’s government as proclaimed, and did not 
interfere with the administration of it, the Company might 
proceed in their trade without molestation. Keigwin took posses- 
sion of tke Company’s ship Return and the Hunter frigate, and 
landed the treasure amounting to between 50,000 and 60,vU0 rupees, 
intended for the investment at K4rwdr, which he lodged in the 
Fort, and pubhshed a declaration that it should be employed only 
for the defence of the King’s island and government.$ 

The first measure taken, after the revolt, was a proclamation by 
Captain Keigwin, requiring the inhabitants to take the oaths of 
allegiance to the King and to renounce their obedience to the Com- 


‘Court to the Surat President and Council, 2nd July 1684, Pub. Dept. Letters from 
the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681-1685, 92. 
2? Bruce’s Annals, I]. §12-513, 522-523, 3 Bruce's Annals, IT. 512. 
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pany. With this proclamation the whole of the garvisoa, militia, 
and inhabitants readily comphed, the troops from an expectation 
of relief from the grievances of evhich they had complained, ‘and the 
inhabitants from the usual expectationssheld out to mobs of relief 
from taxes.. To such a height did this frenzy proceed that the 
ciews of the Company’s ships, sent first with commissioners and 
next accompanying President Child to Bombay to prevail on Captain 
Keigwin and his adherents to return to their duty, instead of being 
disposed to act offensively against the revolters, caught» the 
prejudices by which they were instigated and could not be entrusted 
in the most necessary services which the commissioners and after- 
wards tho President and his Council thought might be effectual for 
(he resto.ation of order and legal authority. 


Captain Keigwin and his associates then addressed letters to 
Gis Majesty and to the Duke of York, expressive of their deter- 
mination to maiptain the island for the King till his pleasure should 
he known, and enumerated the causes which had imposed upon 
thei the necessity of revolt either to prevent the island being seized 
hy Sambhéj who was in possession of Karanja, or by the Sidi or 
Admiral of the Moghal who with a numerous naval force lay near 
it, each having in view to expel equally the King’s or the Company’s 
forces from a station of which both for a number of years had been 
jealous, and each afraid thatethe other might anticipate him in 
acquiring. Captain Keigwin and the conspirators next represented 
to the Court of Committees that the selfish schemes of Sir Josiah 
Child in England, and of his brother Ma, John Child the President 
of Surat, of whom Mr Ward, the Deputy Governor of Bombay, was 
an instrfment only, had been the ‘real source of their conduct, 
alding that both the gaizison and inhabitants were determined to 
prescrve the place in its allegiance till the King’s pleasure should 
be conveyed to them! : 


‘Bruce's Annals, I, 513-515. During thas crisis (January to September 1684) 
Crptam Keigwin sent Captain Gary to Sambh4y: Raja and succeeded in negotiating 
a tieaty for free trade in his dominions = He also procured:an ordor for the payment 
of 12,900 pagndas due tothe Compeny This service, he represented in a letter to 
King Ubarles II, the Company had neglected, or perhaps could not havé effected. 
He added that the garrison of Bombay consisted of 505 men in full allegiance to 
Ha Majesty, that the island was supported by its own revenue ;-and that none of 
the Comp my’s money, seized on the ship Return, had hitherto been macepuse of. 
These events embarrassed trade, as the ‘natives could not distinguish between those 
who had usurped power and those who really were the representatives of the English 
nation or the Company—an evil which necessarily arose from seethg the subjects of 
the same country assuming the distinctions of King’s and Company’s servants, unin- 
telligible to those who could only judge from appearances and from power, In thig 
situation Prendent Child and bis Council made every exertion to prepare an Invest- 
ment of Surat gocds, pepper, cardamoms and indigo, for the Company’s shipsand to 
despatch them for Europe that the home sales might be as Irttle injured as possible 
by the convulsed state of this seat of their trade and its dependencies. A factory 
was established at Tellicherry under instructions to avoid offending the French who 
had a house of trade at that port, because the arbitrary proceedings of the Dutch in 
monopalizing the whole of the pepper trade, and the depression of the Portuguese 
acttlements from their war with Sambh4y, 1.equired conciliatory fheasures with the 
French to induce them to transfer their house at Tellicherry to the Company. 
Letters fiom the Presidency of surat to the Courts 10th 16th and 26th Apml and 1st 
May, and to the Secret Committee, 26th Se ptember 1634, Captain Keigwin's letter 
to the King, 15th eptember 1684. Bruce, if, 536 - 537, ‘ 
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“When the President and Council of Surat were informed of this 
unexpected and dangerous revolt, they appvinted three commis- 
sioners (Mr. Zinzan, Mr. Day, and Mr. Gosfright) to proceed with 
three of the Company's ships to Bombay and endeavour by promises 
of pardon and redress of grievances to persuade the «revolters to 
return to their duty to the Company. After fruitless conferences 
for a month, in which every expedient was tried on the part of 
the commissioners and refused on the part of Captain Keigwin 
and Mis adherents, they were satisfied that persuasions and threats 
were equally unavailmg. On the 31st January 1684 President 
Child arrived off Bombay with three more of the Company’s ships, 
the three which came with the commissioners having been at 
different times in this month despatched to England with the 
Company’s investments. The commissioners remained on board a 
country vessel, while President Child held conferences with Captain 

eigwin and repeated promises of pardon and redress of grievances. 
This offer also was unavailing, for the animosity of Captain 
Keigwin and his adherents was directed against the President and 
his brother Sir Josiah Child, to whose influence they ascmbed not 
only the suffermgs which had driven them to the measures which 
they had taken but all the evils of which they and the greater part 
of the inhabitants of the island complained, 


After consultations which continéed till the month of March 
1684 and after duly ‘reflecting that he had no military force 
which could reduce the island to obedience, and that the crews of 
the ships so far favoured the revolters that they would not act 
offensively against them, it was determined to despatch to England 
the three Company’s ships with their cargoes estimated at above one 
milhon of rupees, and to station two confidential persons at the 
island of Kenery and two at the Portuguese settlement at Vesdva, 
and by permissign of the Sidi and of the Portuguese Governor to 
employ boats, whenever ships might appear in the offing, to direct the 
Captains not to go into Bombay harbour but to proceed directly to 
Swally. Under these circumstances the President and his Couneil 
returned to Surat, leaving the island of Bombay in the possession of 
the reyolters.! 


Besides the want of force, military or naval, another not less strong 
motive rendered necessary this conduct on the part of the President 
and his Council. The interlopers had for years been increasing. 
During the present season they had been more numerous than in 
any former year Strong apprehensions were therefore entertained, 
either that the revolters had been instigated by the agents of the 
interlopers, or that, could force have been employed, a connection 
between Captain Keigwin and these adventurers would be formed 


?Bruce’s Annals, IT. 515-516. It appears that the President with hia Council had 
returned to Surat.on the 7th March 1684 and employed every expedient to duce 
the revolters at Bombay to return to thew duty, and had been so fortunate as to 
retake the Company's ship Return sent by the revolters to Mr. Petat, the chief of the 
interlopers at Surat—a proof that the opmion which the Presidency had formed re- 
specting the connection between the interlopers and the revolters was well founded, 
Bruce’s Annals, II. 536, 
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(for they had frequently reported that a new East India Company 
had been instituted in England in whose employ they wera), and 
that the interlopers would assisé the insurgents and get possession 
of the island. sg 

As soon as ‘advices of the revolt at Bombay arrived and informa- 
tion was received that Captain Keigwin had addiessed letters to the 
King and to the Duke of York, attempting to explain away a 
public crime by the necessity of preserving the island in its allegiance 
to the King and to save 1t from becoming a conquest to Shivaji 
or the Moghal, the Court appointed a Committee of Secrecy with 
powers to nake application to His Majesty and to concert such 
measures as might be advisable for the recovery of the place 2 

In a letter to Surat of the 3rd October 1684 the Court .observe - 
We are very sorry for the ill news of Bombay. For reducement 
thereof, we have by His Majesty’s command appointed a Secret 
Committee consisting of the Governor, Deputy Governor Sir Benja- 


min Bathurst, Sir Jeremy Sambrook, and Mr. Joseph Herne, whose- 


orders touching that affair you are to pursue as effectually as if 
they came from ourselves as you will perceive by an order of 
Court of 6th August 1684.5 


The Secret Committee stated in a report to the King, dated the 
15th August 1684, that from the period when their charter and 
privileges had been renewed, their officers and soldiers had enjoyed 
encouragements superior to those which the Dutch granted to their 
troops, that the pay and allowances of an English soldier were 
gveater than those of an inferior Dutch officer; that their President 
and Governor, so far from cruel and oppressive conduct towards the 
garrison, had on all occasions manifested every indulgence com- 
patible with the duty of rendering the revenues equal to the 
charges of the establishment ; that since the island had been trans- 
ferred to the Company, they had expended the large sum of 
£300,000 on fortifications and improvements, had construeted an 
excellent harbour to become the resort of the English trade, and 
in the preceding season 1683-84 had embarked 70 soldiers to 
bt. Helena and two complete companies to Fort St. George, 
that they had authorized the President to engage five comp&nies 
of native troops to serve at Bombay ; and that the source of the 
rebellion could be traced to Mr Petit and Mr. Bourcher, two of 
the Company’s civil servants who had been dismissed for engpurag- 
ing the wnteilopers, of whom they now had become the leaders and 


1 Letters, papers, commissions, and instructions from the Presidency of Surat 
relative to the island of Bombay, Report of Commesioners, 80th November, 
29th and 30th December 1883, and let, 5th, 6th, 7th, 10th, 14th and 30th January 1684. 
Account of the revolt at Bombay, January February and March 1684, Addreas fiom 
the revolters, and Captain Kugwin’s letters to His Majesty and to His Royal 
Highness the Duke of York, 28th January and 23rd February 1684. Correspondenca 
between President Child and the revolters in the month of Februaffy 1684 (Indian 
Register Office), Bruce’s Annals, II, 512 ~517 

2 Bruce s Annals, I[. 528 - 524, 

3 Court to the burat President and Council, 8rd October 1684, Pubho Depart- 
ment, Cuurt’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 94, 
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had made application to the Moghal to obtain privileges for a 
Factory at Surat similar to that of the Company, that these 
proceedings tended to seduce the Company’s garrison, who had 
become instruments in the interloping projects as appeared in the 
reasons assigned by the revolters for their conduct ;"and thus the 
evil (in their own language) “had outrun the remedy”; for thoy 
had revived the question (contrary to the prerogative of His 
Majesty) whether a grant from the Crown, without the authority 
of the Legislature, could give exclusive privileges to the East India 
Company? And that the revolt had been ‘blso encouraged by 
the Company’s not having power (as appeared in the former cases 
of Sir Edward Winter at Fort St. George, and at Bombay and 
St. Helena) to seize and bring to trial their servants for dis- 
obedience and insubordination. The Secret Committee therefore 
prayed His Majesty that the rights and powers of the Company might 
be clearly defined ; that a commission might be issued under the 
Great Seal for restoring the island of Bombay to them; anda 
pardon offered to the revolters, with the execption of the four 
principals—Captain Keigwin, Ensign Thornburn (who had been the 
chief ring-leader), Captain Adderton, and Lieutenant Fletcher ; 
and that His Majesty would issue a proclamation ordering all inter- 
lopers to leave India under severe penalties.) 


So far as regarded the reduction of the island of Bombay to the 
Company’s obedience, this request was immediately granted. 
An order issued under the Sign Manual to Captain Keigwin 
and his associates to deliver up the island to the Presidency of 
Surat or to such persons as the Company might appoint to receive it. 
A commission under the Great Seal, dated the 25th August 1684, was 
also directed to President Child, to the members of the Councils at 
Surat and Bombay, and to the comnianders of the Company’s 
ships, empowering them to receive the island from Keigwin and 
his associates, and to offer a general pardon to all (except the 
four ringleaders) who should within twenty-four hours after notice 
return to their duty. 


Under these commissions Presidept Child was appointed Cap- 
tai General and Admiral of the Company’s sea and land forces ; 
Sir Thomas Grantham Vice-Admiral, and the semor “commander 
of the Company’s ships Rear Admiral; with orders to assemble 
the fleet and such forces as they could muster at Surat (the men 
having beer instructed in the use of small arms during the voyage), 
and to proceed to Bombay where they were to intimate the King’s 
commands to Keigwin and require him to surrender the island. In 
tha event of Kcigwin’s refusal, he and all who might adhere to him 
were to be proclaimed rebels and traitors; a Council of War was 
then to be assembled to concert measures for acting offensively, 
and to offer rewards for apprehending the principal mutincers, 
that is Rs. 4000 for seizing Captain Keigwin, Rs. 4000 for Ensign 
Thornburn,® Rs, 2000 for Captain Adderton, and Rs. 2000 for 


1 Report from the Secret Committee of the East India Company to Kin Chases 
II, 25th August 1684, m Bruce’s Annals, If. 52:3 - 525, sad 
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Licutenant Fletcher and Rs 8000 to be distmbuted, according to 
rank, to such persons as might signalize themselves in the service, 
with asstiances to those who might ke wounded, of a smtable 
provision by the Company, or, in the event of their bemg killed, 
of an allowanice to their families. + 


The Cowt by a subsequent application to the King obtained 
an order for Captam Tyirel with His Majesty's ship Phenix to 
accompany the tleet and to command under the President inthe 
reduetion of the rgvolters If Captain Keigwin should refuse to 
deliver up the island to President Child, or to any of the Company’s 
offices, Captain T'yriel, who commanded the King’s ship, was 
authorized to accept the surrender and re-deliver the island to the 
Company This service being performed, he was to continue m 
India with the Phenix at the Company's expense for one season, 
and to be employed under the directions of the President and 
Council in capturing the vessels of interlopers, receiving half of the 
Company’s moiety of such seizures for his encouragement in the 
service 


The instructions given by the Secret Committee to the Presi- 
dent and Council of Surat were in substance to try every expedient 
to induce the revolters to surrender, and to employ force- only 
on ther obstinately refusing te deliver up the place, still however 
keeping to His Mayesty’s orders of excepting the principal 
tuutineeis. In the event of a general pardon having been grant- 
ed before the arrival of those orders, the four ringleaders were 
to be stuictly watched, and, m case of any farther attempts by 
them, they were to be brought to tnal for their first act of rebellion, 
and 1f found guilty, to be executed, that an example might be made 
to prevent future revolts. In the event of their resisting till the 
oiders arrived they were to be tried as rebels and traitors. 


For the better preservation of the island in obedience to the 
Kung and to the Company, the seat of the Company’s government 
was to he removed from Surat to Bombay where the President and 
Counerl were to reside, and a force of three English companies to 
be maintamed with such number of native troops and milija as 
the President might deem it expedient to employ.’ 


On the 3rd_October 1684 the Court of Directors wrote to the 
President in Surat: Though we have been in a hurry of trouble 
and contusivn and foreed to please every body during the cSmpeti- 
tion of the interlopers and the rebellion of Bombay, yet we hope the 
aruival of this and our following ships will put our Gencral and 
Council into such spint and our affairs into such a flourishing 
condition that good discipline may be restored again as well in otr 


1 Oder under the £1,n Manual to Captam Keigwin to deliver the island of Bombay 
to the Company, 231d August 1684 ; Comnussion from the King to the President and 
Council of Sarat and Bombay for taking possession of the island of Bombay, 25th 
August 1604, instructions trom the Secret Committee of the East India Company 
to the Cotmmussiuncrs, 25th August 1684; letter fiom the Secret Committee to the 
Premdcney of Sarat, Zoth Septemhe: 1684; Commission to Captam Tyrrel of His 
Majcety's slup Phanis, 23rd October 1684, Bruce’s Annals, 11. 526 - 528, 
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factories as in our garrisons, thet our General and Council may 
countenance and prefer such as in adversity stood faithful true and 
zealous to our interest, and may discountenance and debase all those 
they found false cold or a8 we usually say hollow-hearted towards 
our interest. We persuade ourselves that you will find upon this 
ship’s arrival in all our commanders officers and seamen a more 
hearty vigorous and active spirit for the ruining of all interlopers 
and their adherents than you have formerly discovered in them, it 
being manifest now to all unbiased men that it is not this Company 
only that such ill-minded men wound but the ‘honour and interest 
of their King and country. If Bombay be again in our possession, 
we would have you pursue all those methods for its improvement 
and security that we advised you in our last year’s and in the 
former years’ letters, by such steps and graduations as you shall 
find most advisable for our service. To this purpose let extracts 
of all those letters of what relates to Bombay be written out that 
our General may take them with him thither and read them in 
our Council of Bombay, that all our Council there may take notice 
of them, and by bearingsthe purport of them in their minds, may 
be always thinking of the most proper means conducing to those 
ends. 

In all their reports on the revolt the President and Council at 
Surat ascribed it to the instigation of the interlopers and to the rest- 
less disposition of the soldiery. After Sir Thomas Granthai’s anii- 
val at Surat, the 16th October 1684, the first subject of deliberation 
between Mr. Child the Surat President and his Council, Dr. St. John’ 


1 Court to the President and Couneil at Surat, 3rd October 1684, Public Depart. 
ment, Letters from the Court, Vol. I of 1681 - 1685, 97. 

2 Before they wete aware of the revolt, the Company had fitted outa large ship, 
the Charles the Second, earrying between 60 and 70 guns, under the command of Sir 
Thomas Grantham, who was also invested with a King’s Commission, and to havea 
vote in the Council at Surat, while at the port. The object of this equipment was 
to recover if possible the English Factory at Bantam; or if that should be found 
impracticable, to proceed to the Gulf of Persia, and there, by the appearance of 
force, to endeavour to re-estabhsh the Company’s mghts at Gombroon  Bruce’s 
Annals* LT. 539 - 540. 

3 Dr, St. John arrived at Surat as Judge Advocate under the Commission from 
Hig Majesty on the 15th September 1684, His Commission was published and the 
Court @rected in'the King’s name at Surat on the 17th September 1684. To 
give 1t greater authority to overawe-the revolters at Bombay, they were mformed 
that their*case would come under the cognizance of a King’s Judge, and be tned 
in a more summary manner (whatever might be the result of the revolt) than if 
their conduct should become matter of yadicial mvestigation and decision in England, 
On this occasten Dr. St. John drew up a very able report, which he addressed to 
the Kipg and Counerl on the general state of the Company’s affairs and the parti- 
culdr causes of the revolt at Bombay, On the first of these subjects he represented 
that the aggressions of the Portuguese and Dutch had been so great and so long 
contmued, that 1+ was :mpossible the English trade could continue in India for 
three yeara, unless His Majesty should adopt effectual measures for restraming thew 
ee and protecting his nghts, and those of his subjects, in the East Inches, 

n the second, that 13 On the revolt at Bombay, after an attentive examimation of the 
conduct of President Child who during the twenty-five years he had been in India, had 
maintained a steady loyalty to his king and country, and an unimterrupted probity 
and activity im his administration of the Company’s affairs, Dr. St. John stated that the 
rebellion of Bombay had ansen f1om the depredations and crimes of the iterlopers, 
with whom Captain Keigwin was intimately connected, wham he termed the “ Oliver 
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and Sir Thomas Grantham, was whether they should’ employ 
force or persuasion to induce the commander of the interloping ship 
Bristol to deliver up that vessel and cargo to Sir Thomas,G1antham. 
‘As the commander refused, Sir Thomas did not think himself autho- 
rized either by his commission or his instructions from the Com- 

any to employ force. Disappointed in this expedient, 1 was next 
resolved that Sir Thomas Grantham should proceed to Bombay where 
he arrived on the 10th November 1684. With promptitude and spirit 
he landed without any attendants and demanded a conference with 
Captain Keigwim, the result of which was that Keigwin agreed to 
deliver up the fort to him as a King’s officer on the 12th November, 
on condition of a free pardon to himself and to his adherents. Some 
difficulties arose on the following day with the garrison, one of the 
soldiers of which, had he not been prevented by Lieutenant Fletcher 
one of the ringleaders in the mutiny, would have shot Sir Thomas 
Grantham For afew days therefore the revolters were again pos- 
sessed of the island. In this mterval Mr Zinzan, who had been ap- 
pointed by the President to be Deputy Governor of the island, arrived 
with Mr Enghsh and Dr. St John as Commissioners from Surat, and 
the island was formally surrendered on the 19th November 1684 by 
Captain Keigwin to Sir Thomas Grantham as bearing a King’s 
commission, and by bim immediately transferred in the King’s 
name to Dr St. John as the King’s Judge by whom 1t was delivered 
to Mr. Zmzan as the Company’s Governor till the arrival of the 
President. 


The money which Kegwin had taken out of the ship Return 
was delivered to Sir Thomas Grantham, without having been 
embezzled, but the revenues of the island had been expended, the 
amount of which was to become the subject of a subsequent inves- 
tigation The new Deputy Governor, Mr. Zmzan, by advice of 
Dr. St John ratified the general pardon which had been promised 
hy Sir Thomas Grantham, and Captain Keigwin went on board the 
Chailes the Second under his protection, with the intention of 
proceedmg to England where he arrived in July 1685.1 Sir 


and Protector of the Island of Bombay” and who though he used the King’s name 
and authority in his proceedings, had, on a full examination of all the facts, been 
influenced solely by predatory and rebellious motives. Dr. $t John therefore gawe it 
as his advice ty the King and Council to appomt President Child to be the King’s 
Lord Admiral in India, with full powers to seize and bring to justice the int&lopers 
of every description. He concluded with repeating that unless the Portuguese and 
the Dutch should be prevented from carryimg ito execution their fixed project of 
expelling the English from their trade and factories, and unless the interlopers in 
Lagland as well as in India should be suppressed, the trade between England and 
the Easc Indies could not continue for three years. General Letter from the Piesie 
dency of Surat to the Court, 2oth September 1684, Letters from Dr. St, John, 
Judge at Suiat, to His Majesty and the Privy Council, dated Surat, 20th September 
1684, and hs Ofheral Report on the Revolt at Bombay, dated Surat, 23rd September 
1684. East India Papers in the btate Paper Otfice Nos. 272,273, Bruce, II. 538, 539. 

1 On this Sir Thomas Grantham’s ship Charles the Second was sent at the same 
time a very large cargo of pepper estimated at Re 4,35,700 that thé freight might 
reward au othcer whose loyalty and fidelity to the Company, the Presidency and 
Dr St John in their letters to the King and _to the Duke of York acknowledged 
iu the strongest and most honourable terms. Duiing these transactions (March to 
November lop4), the President, Mr, Child, remained at Surat ocoupidd in providing 
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Thomas Grohtham was knighted for his services in suppressing this 
mutiny.t 

As a recompense to thgse officers who had rémained faithful to the 
Company, it was dcemed expedient to form the two compames of 
infantry at Bombay into three, and to give comnussions to officas 


“on whose fidelity the Deputy Governor could depend.’ 


On the 7th January 1685 the Court of Directors wrote to Surat: 
Leé Mr. Watson, that scandalous Chaplain at Bombay, have uo 
salary from us from the time of his rebellion, nor any other offices 
there as near as you can, without incurring a few hazard until yon 
are firmly settled mm your government, and let Mr. Watson know 
he is no more our servant; banish him the island and Iet him 
take care to pay for his own passage home, and provide yourselves 
of another chaplain for Bombay out of some of our ships if you 
can meet with any so much to your satisfaction as you have at 
Surat in the room of Badham deceased 


At this time (1685) Bombay was represented in point of allvgi- 
ance to be of a rather,doubtful description from so many officers 
remaining on the establishment who had been concerned in the 
revolt, and who, from their having received pardon, were again 
becoming insolent, and creating apprehensions in the Presidency of 
Surat of a new mutiny. Under sych circumstances the President 
could only temporize till fresh instructions and additional force 
should arrive to enable him to bring the whole under his obedience 
or under a defined and regular subordination.* 


In connection tvith the disputed levy of tolls and their other 
disagreements with the Portuguese the Court’s despatch of the 7th 
April 1684 contained the followmg imstructions: We send you with 
this a book of the whole transactions that have formerly passed 
concerning the injury of the Portuguese at Bombay, the result 
whereof (as you will see) is that the Company are required 
by His Majesty to forbear and refuse the payments demanded at 
Thana and Karanja, and even to resist the same in the best manner 
they can, which if you have hitherto forbore by reason of the 


Ly 


the mvestment for the Company’s shipping and for Sir Thomas Grantham’s slip and 
making every possible effort to despatch them with full cargoes This he aceom- 
plisted with much difficulty, the Dutch having harassed the trade at Karwar and 
along the Malabar Coast, and the Portuguese during the whole of the revolt having 
condndted themselves in an unfnendly manner. Bruce’s Annals, II. 540 - 542. 

Msir Geargs Bi dwood’s Report on the old Records of the India Olfico (1891), 25. 

3 Letters and papers from the Presidency of Surat to the Company relative to 
Bombay; $ir Thomas Grantham’s letters on the same subject, 23rd and 30th 
Octpber, 8rd 12th and 29th November, 8th and 9th December 1684, Oth and 13th 
Sanuary 1684-85, Original letters from Sur Thomas Grantham to His Majesty, notifv- 
ing lus arrival m England, with Captam Keigwin as prisoner, 24th July 3655 
East India Papers in the State Paper Ofice, Pat II No 20. Bruce, [1 540-642 

3 Court to the Geneial and Council at Surat, 7th January 1633, Public Dept 
Court’s L. Vol, ft of 1681 - 1685, 100. 

* Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 3ist January, 
16th and 23rdFebruary 1684-85, Letter from the Deputy Governor of Bombay to 
the Court, 5th February 1684-85, Letters from Dr, St. John to His Majesty and 
to the Duke *f York in favour of Sir Thomas Grantham, dated Buinbay 27th 
January and 5th February 1684-85 (East India Papers in the State Paper Office, 
Nos, 274, 275). Bruce, II, 542 - 543, 
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2 o ? 
weakness of your garrison, we having now strengthened you, do 
hereby require you to put His Majesty's said order into full exeaution. 
And 1f you tind there be occasion for it, you may keep Sir Thomas 
Grantham’s ship at Bombay for your aséistance until this contro- 
versy about the customs of Théna and Karanja be amicably com- 
posed between the Viceroy of Goa and yourselves. But you must 
by no means consent to pay any more customs at either of those 
places, although you may (if the Vice-King of Goa approve there- 
of) agree to a suspeusion of the customs and of all acts of violence 
on both sides, untilethis matter be determined in England by His 
Majesty and the Portugal ambassador. If the Portuguese should 
upon your refusal take any of your small vessels, we can give you 
no better direction in such a case than to follow the letter of His 
Majesty's Royal Charter to us, the clauses whereof in relation to 
such occasions as these are truly recited in Sir Thomas Grantham’s 
Commission under the Company’s seal. 


In August 1686, with reference to Portuguese claims to lands in 
Bombay, the Deputy Governor Mr. Wyborne wrote to Surat 
As tothe Padres of Bandra and others that belong to the Portu- 
gal nation, notice is given to the Chief Justice who will take care 
that no such estates be anyways alienated. But this will be of ill 
consequence, For if the mhabitants of this island be hindered from 
attaching one another’s estates,*they will never pay their debts 
and one will starve the other We therefore pray your further 
directions as to the inhabitants of the island, who are most under 
the nomination as Portuguese As to the damages sustained by 
the Portuguese in our tame we shall take care to give your 
Excellency account, but as for the time past all that we can find 
are in the several books which are at Surat. Ifafter a further 
examination we find anything material we shall advise you thereof.* 


In August 1686 in consequence of instructions from Surat the 
ship Hunter with an eight-oared pinnace was sent to ride before 
the fort of Méhim*® This brought the Captain of Bassein with 
three companies of foot to Bandra to whom on the 15th Sept 
ember the Deputy Governor of Bombay addressed the following 
letter. Understanding that you are come to Béndia with “séme 
forces, I have thought fit to visit you with this letter to acquaint 
you that I do not mtend anyways to molest or trouble your country 
or government. The cause of the frigate’s coming and lying at 
Mahim 1s unly to force vessels to pay their ancient dues and 
customary customs at M&him which is my Lord and Master the 
King of Great Britain’s just due and right, and I design no other 
ways or matter by what Ihave done. Sir,as I have given you, 
an account of what I design by sending the frigate to lie at Mahim, 
so I desire you to let me know your design in coming down to 


1 Court to Surat, 7th April 1684, Pub Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 3 of 1681°- 1685, 84, 

2? Bombay Deputy Governor Mr, bah dria and Council to the Surat Genera) and 
Council, 1sth August 1686, See Out. Letter Book 4 of 1677-1687, @-7. Forrest’s 
Home Series, I 144, 
re amy to Surat, 13th August and 18th September, Sec. Out, Ls Book 4 of 1677- 
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Bindra with ‘your forces, Pray let me have your speedy answer. 
J am xsesolved what in me lies to maintain a good and firm friend- 
ship and correspondence between the Crown of England and Portu. 
gal, but I will not part with anything that is my Master’s dao.! 
Three days later (1Sth September) the Deputy Governor reported . 
The Governor of Bassein and his officers are all gone again. 
We do not hear of any preparations that they are making, hut 
we,keep a good guard at Mahim and shall endeavour to make that 
port secure. At present it is very weak.’ 


Early in 1687 the appearance of a Danish eet off the Thina 
coast caused anxiety in Bombay. On the 18th January Bombay 
wrote to the Directors: Since our last to your Honours the King 
of Denmark has made war with the Moors all over India, and has 
already taken sunk and plundered four eminent ships of the 
merchants belonging to Surat. Two they burned and one they have 
kept to theirown use. The fourth they have'sent in here (Bombay) 
with their goods, and detained their merchants and commanders on 
hostage for near Rs. 7000 on board the Admiral We hear the Dancs 
will not stir hence untfl they have restitution for the wrongs done 
them at or about their factory of Tranquebar. This noise has put 
the Moghal’s fieet into a tattered and distracted confusion.’ On the 
24th March the Bombay Council wrote to the Commander of the 
Danish ships: We desire you as you are our friends by reason of 
the near alliance of the two crowns of England and Denmark that 
you would not cruize too near our island, it being a great hmdranee 


to our trade, our merchants being fearful of going to sea whilst you 
lie so near.! 


The success of the Sidi in capturing several Mardtha or Shivaji 
forts in 1686, by disturbinz the balance of power, caused 
considerable uneasiness in Bombay. On the 6th October the 
Bombay Couhcil wrote to Surat. The Sidi having taken some 
forts from Sambhaji Raja and in one of them a very great gun, 
the Sidi’s officers residing here have been with our Deputy 
Governor to borrow four hawsers and two capstans and two 
large blocks to get the said gun transported to some other 
plate: As yet the Deputy Governor has put him off saying he 
has no gear. But the Moors are very pressing on him to command 
thegear from the Modi and from the ships. This ke will avoid to 
do till he hears from you. If your Excellency pleases that it shall 
be done, pray advise us that we govern ourselves accordingly.§ 


A few days later the Bombay Council resumed: We send this 
to acquaint you that we are credibly informed that the Sidi after 


1 Bombay Deputy Governor Mr. Wyborne to the Portuguese Captain General of 
the North, 15th September 1686, Sec. Out. L, Book 4 of {677 - 1687, 17. Forrest's 
Home Senes, I. 146, 

2 Bombay to Surat, 18th Sept, 1686, Sec. Out, L. Book 4 of 1677 - 1687, 20. 

: Bombay to Nacots 1508 January 1687, Seo, Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 51 - 52. 

ep. Gov. Mr. J, roe and Council to C der D hy 
March 1687, Soap Out. 5. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 69.0 anaer Danish ships, 24¢h 


5 The Deputy Governor and Council at Bombay to His E e at 
Surat, 6th Sct. 1686, See. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - io87, 27, tee 
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having had such success at Danda Rajpuri and other’ places, is Chapter I. 
resolved to attack Cundry (Kenery). If he do, it will méfalhbly History. 

be resigned to him by treachery, and may prove of ill conse- 
quence to this island. ‘This we think fit’to advise your Excellency, 5" a Shiv} 


. 


praying your directions about it,*whether or no you think it 
fit to send a man to the Raja to propose to him to give the said 
Cundry into our hands till he becomes master of his country and 
then to return it to him again; or any other proposal that .you 
shall think fit which must be done speedily, or not at all, for cer- 
tainly the Sida willhave it. Pen is certamly in danger of being 
lost! As to the Sidi’s people we shall do as directed 2 

Jn spite of the wars the trade in firearms seems to have been dull. 
On the 13th November (1686) Bombay writes to Surat: The 
jion guns lie at present on hand, not having disposed of many 
occasioned by the great noise of the Sidi’s victory over Shivdji 
which puts a stop to the merchants’ traffic at present § 


A few months later Bombay writes to Surat: Several of the 
Sidis boats are come from Undry (Underi) and say they are bound 
for Surat with an account to the Moghal governor that Sidi Kasim 
will not Icave Danda Réjpuri and Underi, saying that he has 
enough to do with Sambhdji’s men who are numerous in those 
parts, We give little credit,to that pretence, but keep double 
guards all round the island and do not fear any thing that these 
people can do to us.* 

About a month later (21st February) they continue: Sidi Késim 
is come from Danda Réjpuri to Undry (Umderi). We are in- 
formed he has besieged a small fort called Cullanee at the mouth 
of Nagan river (the fort of Koléba off Alibég) and it is thought 
he wall be master of it. If so, he will cut otf all commerce from 
Cundry, which island will fall into his hands for want of provi- 
sion What the event of it may be God only knows.’ 


Four days later they write: This comes to acquaint your Ex- 
cellency that yesterday we were certainly advised that Sid) Késim 
who had besieged Cullanee, had raised his siege and was gone for 
Rayjapur in search of Sultén Egbert (Akbar), the Moghal’s sog, so 
that we hope he wall not distuib our neighbours any more this 
year.? 

Shortly aftcr a welcome message was forwarded to Surat "Last 
miyht came a messenger from Sidi Kasim who brings neWs that 
the said Sidi had landed at,Jetdpur (Jayatdpur) by Réjdpur and that 
Sambh4yji’s party met him and killed 400 of his people and the Sidi 
himself had received four wounds and escaped very narrowly of being 
killed or taken, He lost four of his galivats. This we thought fit to 


i Bombay to Surat, 18th October 1686, Sec, Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 30, 
Forrest’s Home Senres, I. 147. "6 

2 Bombay to Surat, 31st Oct, 1686, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1887, 31, 

3 Bombay to Surat, 13th Nov, 1686, Sec. Out. L, B 4 of 1677 - 1687, 32, 33, 

4 Bomhay to Surat, 17th January 1687, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 #1687, 50. 

» Bombay to Surat, 21st Feb. 1687, 8ec. Out. L, B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 65. 

® Bombay to Surat, 25th Feb. 1687, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 66. 
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Chaptet I. acquaint’ your Excellency. The Sidi is said to have gone to Danda 
History. Raéjpuzi, but of this we are not sure. 
Pickas On the 6th October 19486 Bombay wrote to Surat: Last night 
1686, Captain Oglethorpe arrived here from Maskat, who lets us know 
that two pirates in the Gulf of Mokha havé done great 
mischief being manned with all nations. One of them wears 
English Colours and the other Dutch Colours, and each has a 
slaop toattend him.2 On the 2nd December, in conseqiience of the 
presence of pirates on the Thana coast, the Bombay Government 
issued the following order to Captain Rathand: Recently on 
the receipt of advice that certain Sanganian pirates, lying and 
cruizing between this and Surat, had taken vessels bound to 
this port to the great loss of the inhabitants here, several 
Moors have been with us to desire the ship Hunter to 
convoy their vessels so faras Daman, or as we shall think fit. We 
therefore enorder you immediately after receipt hereof to weigh 
anchor and make the best of your way to Mahim river's mouth, 
where, when you arrive, fire a gun. Such vessels as come to you 
in order to their lying to Surat, you are to convoy so high as 
Daman, taking a list of what vessels go under your conduct and 
bring to us. We would not have you go any higher than Dainan 
unless you hear of any pirates between that and Surat river's 
mouth which we must eae to your discretion strictly requiring 
you to make the best of your way back to us. This action was 
approved by the Council at Surat. A letter front Bombay to Surat 
dated 26th January 1687 shows that even this precaution was not 
sufficient, The Bombay Council write: We send this to acquaint 
your Excellency that yesterday morning we were advised by some 
Moormen that were taken by three Arab ships that cruize off St 
John’s and between that and Bassein, pretending as we are told, to 
look for the Danes’ men-of-war. These Arabs had taken out of a 
fleet or kdjla that were under Captain Rathband’s convoy, six 
grabs and four shibars, some of which did really belong to Bombay 
and most of the rest had passes from this island. But having 
Portuguese passes as well as ours the Arabs would not believe that 
they, did belong to Bombay saying if they could be well assured 
they did belong to‘our nation, they would not-meddle with them. 
The Hunter and Hoy as we are informed, were fair by them, but 
nevef spoke with them. The Arabs giving some of the men their 
libertyewho came to us and advised us what had happened, we sent- 
out the Righf Honourable Company’s machva to eruize after those 
ships with letters from our Deputy Governor and from the Arab 
that is with us, and two of his men, and hope they may get the 
vésséls and goods clear. This has made Volup Venny (Valabh 
Veni) the rendeir (or farmer), of the customs very uneasy finding 
that no vessels can pass unplundered by one sort’of nation or 
other. We do humbly. pray your Excellency’s directions what to 


1 Bombay to Surat, 8th March 1687, Seo. Out, L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 71. 

* Bombay to Surat, Sec. Out. L, B. 4 of 1677-1687, 27. 

* Bombay Order to Capt. Rathband, 2nd Dect. 1686, Sec. Out, L. B 4 of 1677-1687, 
72, 73. 4 Bombay to Surat, Ist Jan. 1687, Sec. Out, L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 44. 
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do in this case. The customs of this island will he infallibly 
ruined if those ships eruize long on this coast. 


On the 5th February.the Bombay Coupal continue: This con- 
veys the complaints of several Bania and Moor mhabitants and 
meichants of this island that have sustained great losses by three 
Arab ships belonging to Cong (apparently Congoon on the 
Persian coast of the “Persian Guif. Low’s Indian Navy, I. 335 
note {) taking two shibars and a grab laden trom this pert. 
‘They bring with them several attestations of the value of their cargo 
with complaints te’ the governor of Surat and do expect some 
satisfaction, hearing there is in Surat river an Arab ship and consi- 
dering they are our subjects and bring by their trade customsto the 
island. They rely on your Excellency to stand their friend. This 
we thought safe to advise your Excellency of? 


The Bombay correspondence contains the following references 
to the great plague which wasted Western India between 1686 and 
1696. Towards the end of 1686 the Bombay Council write: We 
have abundance of men sick and many of them die. We are 
fimshing the account of His Majesty’s ship Phoenix but by reason 
of some of her men lying sick in the hospital, and we know not 
how God will deal with them, cannot close the account to send up, 
which, as soon as we can, shall pe done.® 


On the 29th December 1686 the Council wrote: Enclosed is a 
list of the English deceased since our last to this instant with 
those that are living. The mortality this year has been so excced- 
ingly violent we shall much want recruits by all opportunities. 
The chiefest reason that can be given is the absolute want of 
good Europe medicines that should have been yearly sent out 
fresh. Here have been none from your Honours since 1682-83, which 
puts us to use the country physic and serves only toaugment the 
charge of the garrison and does men more harm than good, Fora 
supply of what is necessary we now send a list or mvoice here 
enclosed under the hand of the Chief Surgeon and an account of 
what is wanting and necessary to the relief yearly of the stores and 
marine, 


This letter closes with a suggestion which is perhaps the origin 
of what is now one of the chief branches of the import trade of 
Bombay Many of your Honours’ ships take in store of ballast in 
their outward bound voyage. Now in heu of ballast if you please 
to send out about 10 or 20 chaldron of sea coals for the use of the 
smith’s forge, it may in a year’s time save a great part of what 
is expended in charcoal which burns away like dirt, and does little 
service for any great work that must be made for the garrison’s tise™ 


1 Bombay to Surat, 26th January 1687, Sec. Out. L, B, 4 of 1677-1687, 55, 56, For- 
rest’s Home Ser.ea I 154 ° 

2 Bombay to Surat, Sth February 1687, Sec. Out, L, B. 4 of 1677-1687, 64, Forrest's 
Home Senes, I. 155, ‘ 

+ Bombay to Surat, 18th October 1686, Sec, Out. L. B, 4 of 1877-1687, 29, 30, 
Forrest's Home Series, I, 147 as 

« Bombay to the Court, 29th December 1686, ec, Out, L, B. 4 of 1677-1687, 41. 
Foirest’s Home Serica, 1. 148, 
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One of two references may be added to two domestic matters, 
the ogder not allowing women to go on voyages and the order 
against gambling. Regarding the order about women Bombay 
wrote to Surat on the 14thDecember 1686: We will show the women 
that came down tous all the civility we can. Wild Goose and his 
wite, the Deputy Governor has thought of putting to look after the 
hospital in the room of a topass ‘that now is init, which may be a 
comfortable livelihood for them and cost our Right Honourable 
Masters only a soldier’s pay. For the future we shall not permit 
any woman to go on voyages.! 

On the 2nd December 1686 the Deputy Governor and Council at 
Bombay note that they have set out an order prohibiting any officer 
or soldier fyom playing for above 5 Xs, on severe ponaliy. This, they 
add, angers some people, but gaming ruins more.? 

On the 25th April 1687 they continue : Yesterday we despatched a 
patamar® to acquaint your Excellency of the arrival of the ship 
Emerald which came into this port the 23rd instant at night. The 
Commander and chief mate brought out their wives with them but 
perusing your Excellenty’s of the 8th December 1686, find your 
positive order to let none of our countrywomen voyage to and fro 
in ships, in” obedience to which we have kept them here on the 
island.* 

In 1686 delay in the arrival of the Europe ships caused uneasiness. 
On the 29th December the Bombay Council wrote to Surat: This 
comes by express to acquaint you of the arrival of ship Charles tho 
Second, Captain Jonathan Andrews, who came to an anchor off 
Henery-Kenery this morning and is just now come on shore. She 
sailed from Plymouth, which was her last port, the 18th May past and 
arrived Calicut the 29th November, called at Karwar and brought 
up Mr, John Walsall. We are taking ashore the soldiers that are 
aboard her ahd some gunpowder but shall not detain her an hour 
after that 1s out. We immediately dispeeded this patamar, 
knowing the news of the ship’s arrival will be a joy to your 
Excellency after so many months’ expectation of an Europe ship. 
The Captain informs us that there were several ships bound to these 
parts fhat sailed before him. In his company was the Modena and 
Ruby sloop, both which he lost the day after he sailed from 
St. dago. God of his infinite mercy send them to armve your 
Excellency safe. We now hope the greatest part of your Excellency’s 
troubles areeover, and that we shall see the Right Honourable 
Company flourish’in spite of all their enemies.> 


.In March 1687 the Bombay Council wrote to Surat: We have 
recived a letter from the Peshwa concerning the ambassador that 
was constantly employed between Sambhdji Réja and us.” He says 
that the old one is dead and that thereisa new one made. He would 


1 Bombay to Surat, 14th December 1686, Sec. Out. L. B 4 of 1677 - 1687, 37, 38, 

2 Bombay to Surat, 2nd December 1686, Sec. Out. L, B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 37. 

5 The patamar (pdthmér) was generally a Brahman. Compare Commentantes of 
Albuquerque, II. 78. 

4 Bombay to Surat, 25th April 1687, Sec Out. L, B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 79. 

& Bombay to Surat, 29th Decr. 1686, Sec, Out. L, B, 4 of 1677 - 1687, 39, 40. 


Materials | ? 
AND ISLAND. 103 


have us send a boat for him to come and converse with’ us but that 
1s only to get a peshkash from ug as bemg a new made officer, We 
humbly pray your Excellency to give us your directions how to act 
m those cases that if for the tature ahy ambassador or great 
messenger shoald be sent to us by Sambhaji or great princes, how 
wo shall treat them and what preseuts we may make them and how 
they and their rctinue shall be mamtained. We have put off sending 
for this man at present im expectation of your Excellency’s coming.! 

Of the poliey initiated by Sir Josiah Child and attempted to be put in 
practice n Surat and*Bombay after the suppression of Keigwin’s revolt, 
by which the ule of the sca was to be transferred from the Moghals 
to the Company, no 1ecord has been traced. The attempt ended 
in failure On the 27th of February 1690 Aurangzeb passed an 
order giantmg the English leave to trade. The teims of this order 
were humbatmg. The English had to admit their fault, crave pardon, 
pay a heavy fine, promise that they would go back to their old position 
of simple traders, and dismiss Chuld ‘ the origin of all the evil’? Before 
this pardon was granted (14th February 1689) the Sidi fleet and army 
had mvaded Bombay, gained possession of Mahim, Mazgaon, and Sion, 
and held the Governor and the garrison as if besieged in the town and 
castle The treaty with the English contained an oider to the Sidi to 
withdraw from Bombay. But the Enghsh did not 1egain possession 
of Mazgaon, Mchum, and Sion talf the 22nd of June 1690.2 So weak 
were the defences of the island and so powerless was the garnson 
ieduced by pestilence to thirty-five English, that, m Mr. Harris’ opinion, 
xf it had not been for the jealousy of Mukhtyaér Khan the Moghal gene- 
ral, the Sidi mght have conquered the island § ° 


In 1690-91 on the death of Sir John Child, Mr. Harris was 
proclaimed Governor of Bombay, and Mr. Cooke and shortly after 
him Mr. Weldon Deputy Governor. After recapitulating the 
intelhgence of the evacuation of the stations occupied by the Sidi’s 
forces and fleet, the new Governor and Council wrote. The 
rumous and neglected state of the fortifications had encouraged the 
Sidi to make the attack, and to disembark his troops without the 
Moghal’s orders Had the fortifications been sufficiently strong 
to prevent his landing, more favourable terms would have dcen 
obtained than were granted by the Phirman. In fact such was 
the defenccless state of the island that the conquest of it was,pre- 
vented more by the jealousy of Mukhtyér Khan of the influence 
which the reduction of it would have given to the Sidj than by the 
power of the garrison to defend it. To prevent the recurrence of 
similar dangers, the Governor pointed out the necessity of additional 
fortifications. He urged that a walled town should be built with 
ramparts to defend it, which would induce the monied merchants 6r 
traders to live under the protection of the English; that by such 


1 Bombay to Surat, lst March 1687, Sec. Out, L, B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 68. 

2 Bombay Gazctteer, Thana. XIII. Part II. 480-481. Bruce’s Anifls, II. 550-642. 

? Bombay Gazetteer, Thana. XIII. Part II. 480-481, Bruco's Annals, II], 94, The 
Jesuits had been active in helping the Sidi, As a puntshment their lands in Bombay 
were seized. Ditto, 95 The Bombay Seoretamat papers seem to contain no refer- 
ence to these disasters, 
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Chapter I. an influ& of inhabitants the revenue would be increased; that the 
ator merchants’ stores would become a,security for their residence, and 
enable the Governor to carry his orders into effect ; and, in general, 
iene teks would re-establish the Company’s power in the island, and confirm 
: their government over the inhabitants He next edescribed the 

weak state of the garrison, which, from a pestilential disorder, was 

at this time reduced to 85 English soldiers. They had a sufficient 

number of topasses but their military services could not be 

depended on. They could be employed in raismmg the additional 
fortifications, but not trusted to defend them. He stated that 

during the war the Council had employed, with considerable effect, 

a number of black soldiers. Among these, as they could not with 

safety be dismissed, they had divided the uncultivated lands for 

their maintenance—the Company to receive one moiety of the pro- 

duce. An additional stock, and a supply of civil servants, both for 

Surat and Bombay, would therefore be required, and a large rein- 

forcement of recruits to render the European part of the garrison 

efficient. Having thus explained the general circumstances of 

Bombay, the Council signified that the Jesuits on the island had 

been active during the invasion of the Sidi in promoting his views, 

The Governor had therefore seized on all the lands owned or occu- 

pied by Jesuits. He had deferred any final decision on the subject 

till the arrival of the President from Surat who would judge of the 

claims of those people and restore their lands to such of them as 

could exculpate themselves or would confirm the right of the Com- 

pany to such portions as had been the property of the guilty. This 

measure, however expedient, might, it was feared, induce the Portu- 

guese to attack Bombay. The island should therefore be kept in ay 

good astate of defence as was practicable. It was at the same time 

resolved to fortify, as well as their means would allow, Retorah in 

the queen of Attinga’s country, and to erect buildings at Tellichery, 

that they might bring to Bombay a proportion of produce from the 

Malabar Coast or render the investments not wholly dependent on 


such goods as could be purchased at Surat.! 


For several years after their invasion leave to land on the island 
seems to have been refused to the Sidis. In September 1694 Gov- 
ernment issued the following order to Lieutenant Hlanmer: The 
Sidi’s people have obtained leave to buy what quantity of coir 
they"have oceasion for as also’ for some small quantities of corn 
and other provision for their own use, there being five of their 
galivats coming up to Méhim. These are to enorder you to let 
the people belonging to them come on shore as formerly about the 
forementioned occasions.” 

*In December 1694 the Government authorised Rama Kémiti to 
let and to farm all the oarts and batty ground belonging to those 
Moormen that assisted the Sidi Yékutkhén when he invaded the 
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1 Bruce's Annals, ITT. 93-96. 
? Order to Lieut, James Hanmer, Bombay Castle, 12th September 1694, Sec, Out. 
L. B. 5 of 1694-1696, 12. 
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island and to make the best advantage he could thercof for’ the use 
of the Right Ifonourable East Ingia Company.’ 


The 1694 records contain two notices of a timber trado letween 
Bombay and the North Thina coast On the 17th November 1694 
the Bombay Govcrnment wrote to Mr Aislabie: Captain Lund is 
coming up in the sloop to convoy the timber boats to Daman 
Refore he procceds, receive of the owners of all the great boats 
10 Xs and the small 5 Xs. For all others that shall go under Jus 
convoy Rama Kaméati hath wiitten to Narsaji Purvoo (Parbhu) 
On the same accoutff you inust take them to your assistance in 
this affair? In December 1694 the following order 1s issned to 
Sergeant Nason On receipt hereof make the best of your way with 
the bonny boat (Dutch fish boat 1s the Enghsh bum boat) under 
your command to Umbrasary (Umarsddi) and there stay till a man 
comes from Ballfare (apparently Balhaér or Balsdr) to advise you 
that the 15 or 16 boats of tunber belonging to Mery: Néna and 
Rustain Kaka are ready to sail, The three men that accompany 
this you are to takein the boat with you and put them ashore 
at Umbrasary from whence they will go overland to Rallfare 
These well know you are to take all possible care of the boats 
and make what despatch you can with them towards this place ? 


The following examples occu%(1694-95) of the practice of grant- 
ing strangers of distinction and others permits to travel by the 
Company’s ships: 

These are to enorder you to receive on board the bearer Deudates, 
a Armenian, with two chests and a box and transport him to 

urat + 

Receive on board Neury and Diodator (two Armenians) and trans- 
port them to Surat, they paying the chaige of their transpmt.® 

Receive on board Yearmamoed an Aimenian and tuansport him 
to Surat, he paying the charge of his transport.® 

These are to enorder you to receyve on board two Turks with 
their necessaries and also two parcels of treasure belonging to 
them and transport them to Surat.’ 

These are to enorder you to receive on board seven Arabse two 
women and one boy and transport them to Surat. You are to allow 
them water and to take cire none of your people abuse them ® 

These are to enorder you to receive on board such Moormen with 
their necvssaries as Girdhardés shall come with, who being on Board, 


' Order of 21st December 1694, Sec. Out L. B 5 of 1694-1696, 27 

2 Bombay to Mr Auslahie, 17th November 1694, Sec Out. L., B 5 of 1694-16962, 

3 Bomb Order to Serjt Eason, 29th Deo. 1694, Sec, Out. L B 6 of 1694-1696, 28-29. 

4 Sir John Gayer’s order to Capt Abrm Roberts, Commander of the ship Resolu- 
tion, Bombay Castle, 3lst August 1694, Sec Out. L, B. 5 of 1694 - 1696, 10, 

* Sir John Gayer's order to Capt Josiah Hoster, Commander of the ship Defence, 
Bombay Castle, 18th September 1694, Sec Out. L. B, 5 of 1694 - 1696, 14. 

§ Sir John (ay er’s order to Captam Abrm. Roberts, Commander of ghe’Ship Reso- 
Intion, Bombay Castle, 18th September 1691, Sec. Out. L. B, 5 of 1694 - 1696, 14. 

7 Sir John Gayer to Capt, Lewis James, Commander of the ship Emerald Frigate, 
Bombay Castle, 18th January 1695, Sec, Out, L. BR. 5 of 1694-1696, 31, 

* Government order to Capt John Brown, 27th August 1695, Sec. Out, L, B 6 of 
1694 - 1696, 54, 7 


B1185~14 


Chapter I. 
’ History 


Timber Tiae, 
1694, 


Permits to 
Morchants, 
1694 95 


Chapter I. 
History. 


Permits to 
Merchants, 
1694-95. 


King’s Charter, 
1693, 


Special Vigour, 
1693, 


S¥ictorical 
103 BOMBAY TOWN 


wind and weather permitting, weigh the anchor and make the best 
ot the way to the port of Chaul where the said Moormen being 
landed, return with all expedition . us.) > 

These are to enorder you to repair on board of the Right Honour- 
able Company’s sloop with your men and make the best of your 
way with Mabshi Hakim, Moorman, and his people for Underi. 
When you have conveyed him safe return with all expedition to 
m 

hese are to enorder you to permit all the Fakirs on board the 
oy ship to come ashore; likewise let them bring ashore five 

orses. 


In 1693 the grant of a fresh charter gave new vigour to the 
direction of the Company’s affairs. On the 27th October 1693 the 
Directors wrote to Surat and Bombay : 

After a multitude of conflicts with the interlopers and their 
adherents and all others that have envied or emulated the Company’s 
former prosperity, we have obtained of their present Majesties King 
William and Queen Mary a charter of confirmation of our present 
and all cur former charters and are in possession of it, under the 
great seal of England, beariug date the 7th instant. Of this charter 
we shall send you copies by our shipping and think it ft that before 
that comes to your hands, upon receipt of this letter you should 
make suck solemn public intimation of it to the natives as is usual 
upon such occasions.® 


We have also, the Court continue, to acquaint you that we have 
obtamed leense from Her Majesty and Council for the sending oub 
of twelve ships for India this year. Some of these will be ready to 
take in goods the beginning of the next mouth, being by charter 
party.obliged to be ready to sail from Gravesend by the 20th Novem- 
ber now next coming and out of the Downs by the 20th Decomber 
now next conimg. All our first departing ships we design according 
to ancient custom and the propriety cf the scason for the coast and 
bay except the Dorothy which is designed for China. They add: 
Besides the full number of the said twelve ships we propose to send 
if we can two more purposing to drive the trade full, until we 
have replenished our warehouses which 1s the ultimate and never 
failing cure of the English itch of interlopmg. Upon the grant 
ef our new charter we have personally engaged by bond to their 
Majegties that we will send out this year to the value of £150,000 
m cgmmodities of the growth and production of England that 
being thought to be an affair that will be very grateful to the 
approaching Parliament, ‘Uhis we hope may confirm their Majesties’ 
eharter to us, the Hast India trade having been these last tive years 
so much and so long the subject and debate of all councils of the 

1 Si r 
1604S On a Heary Lund, Bombay Castle, 28th Ovtober 


2 Sir John Gayer’s ord C 694, Bec. 
Out. L. Bb of he 1696, = Serjt, Eason, Bombay Castle, 5th December 1694, 


3 Govt. order to Mr, si 3 f . Le 
Bobet lia 1696, rte Thos Lawrence, Bombay Castle, llth May 1695, Sec. Out. L 


$ Court to Surat and f 
1694-1696, 3-6. and Bombay, 27th October 1693, Sec. Out. Letter Book § 0 
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nation that noblemen and gentlemen have much improved their 
understanding therein.! 


A few months later (January 1694) the Court wrote: Since our 
trade is now scttled we hope ona surer foundation than ever it 
was since Englishmen went first té the Indies, we shall return to 
our ancient custom of sending the hsts of what goods are niost 
vendable hee? 


The prosperity which the Directors looked for in consequence “of 
the grant of a fresh gharter was delayed and thar plans thwaited 
partly by the hostility of the French but mainly by the enmity of 
the rival Enghsh interlopmg traders and merchants some of whom 
started a rival company and others touk to piracy. 


Since 1671 when a fleet armved at Vesdva and their shallops 
sounded round the island of Carajaw (Karanja) and about Mélum 
the French had caused no alarm to Bombay.? On the 20th Septem- 
ber 1694 the Bombay Government wrote tv Captain Abraham Roberts 
of the ship Resolution : 


We require you wind and weather perfhitting to weigh your 
anchor and set sail making the best of your way for Surat river’s 
mouth. Where bemg ariived send tho packets herewith to the 
Right Honourable Company’s President and Council at Surat, aod 
fiom time to tune while you are there aud for your sailing from 
thence observe such orders as you shall receive from the aforemen- 
tioned President and Council, We also reqmre you that you keep 
your ship always m a good posture of defence ayd that you keep 
very good look-out that if you should happen to discover enemies 
too strong for you to contend with you may as m your judgment 
you shall think meet, use all possible endeavours to make your 
escnpe either towards Sarat or this port or any other place If 
you should meet with avy ships of the French king or his subjects 
in your passage or pirates that you esteem yourselves strong enough 
to eucounter with and attack them, we would have you put their 
Majesties’ commission im execution and advise of what you have 
done either to us or the President and Council of Surat that so you 
way have the necessary orders from us or them. We do strietly 
require you and the Defence to keep company in this your passage. 
And that Captain Joseph IMoster do observe such orders between 
this and Surat river’s mouth for the better keeping company and 
defeuce in case you should meet with enemies as he shall from time 
to time receive from you. We order you to wear the broad pendant 
at main-top-masthead, and the Defence the usual pendant at mam- 
top-masthead. §o hoping you wil in all things act for the honguy 
of their Majesties and your country and the interest of our own 
established Masters,* 


' Court of Jurectors to the Lieutenant General President and Council of Bombay and 
Sinat, dated London 27th October 1693, See Ont. Letter Book 5 of 1494-1696, 6-7. 

* Court to Surat, 3rd January 1694, Sec Out Letter Bouk 5 of 1694- 1696, 28, 

Mr, Gerald Aungser and Council at Surat to Deputy Governor and Council of 
Pombay, 2uth Jan 1671, Surat Factory Out L B. 1 of 1630-1673, 209. 

‘Bonhay Government to Captain Abraham Roberts of the ship Resolution, 
Bombay Castle, 20th September 1694, Sec, Out. Letter Book 5 of 1694 1896, 14> 15. * 
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On the 218t January 1696 Sir John Gayer wrote to the Surat 
President : Fail not to advise us af all motions and designs of the 
French, who we think are not prepared for such great achievements 
as has been talked of.’ We are much inclined to believe that 
there is no more of ther ships come to India thane the six in the 
list you sent us, whose long passage we suppose has broken their 
measures, for it is our opinion they are bound to Bengal, to which 
place the season of the year will not permit them at present to go.! 
On the 6th February he continued: Seeing you can have no 
better information of the French designs, we taust await till you 
can But fail not to advise what you know to Madras and Bengal 
by all conveyances and if no other offers by expresyes, as we have 
before wrote you. It 1s not our opinion that the French have any 
design against Bombay. If they should, we will be prepared tu 
give them their welcome. We do nob think the ship haled on 
shore at Swally will grow tighter by her lying there.* 


Five days later (11th February) Sir John Gayer wrote to President 
Annesley in Surat: Yours of the 30th past we received the 6th 
instant which gives u$ an account of what you could learn of the 
French designs They were not so quick as expected but on the 
6th instant were seen about two leagues to the northward of Bassein 
at anchor On the 9th from Warlj our people see four come to an 
anchor off Vesdéva. And yesterday evening three of them came 
about Malabdér Point and at sunset anchored off the point of Old 
Woman’s Island, where they yet remain. The other two we 
suppose are at Veséva, These three at anchor here we believe may 
be the king’s ships who probably may’ lie and cruize some time 
before the port in hopes of plunder, if they are not frightened away 
by the Dutch and our ships This probably will be very speedily, 
if the news we hear be true. The Captain and Padre of Chau) 
have both of*them letters that advise of twelve sail of Dutch ships 
off Goa, The letters arrived about a week since but how lony 
they were on the way we do not know, On Sunday last we had 
advices from Chaul that the Friday before eight ships were sven 
off Danda Réjpuri. We immediately despatched a boat thither 
to mform us of the truth of this last report and hope she may 
return to-day. Itis not our opinion that the French have any 
other design than to cruize in hope of plunder. If they have we 
hope-to give them sufficient cause to repent thereof, As we do not 
think’ that the Mokha frigate and the Benjamin can come with 
safety to this island while the French lie between them and us, we 
would not have you order them from Swally Hole till you receive 
further advices from us.’ 


Four days later (February 15th) Sir John Gayer restines: 
Yesterday about 11 o’clock the three French ships that lay at 
anchor off Old Woman’s Island weighed and betook themselves to 
a light pair of heels We are informed by our returned boat 
a a a te ee ae ace gee ee 

: Bonney to Surat, 21st Jan. 1696, Sec. Out. Letter Book 5 of 1694-1696, 37. 

, bombay to Surat, 6th February 1696, Sec. Out. L, B. 5 of 1694-1696, 41 


Bombay to Swat, J1th Feb 1696, & » Bok 1694 1696, 42- id. 
Fouest's Home Beuis, i 158-169, > ‘ i ae eae : 
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they had sight of the ships that went in quest of thein off Danda 
Rsypuii, and we are inchned to believe the report tine for 
that by the manner of working they seemed to be in some con- 
sternation steering sometimes almost before the wind, then bearing 
away again, then staymg one to speak with another, and at last 
stood off close upon a wind making all sail they could possibly 
make ‘he last news we had of the other two was that they 
cued off Vesive, but now cannot hear where they are. By the 
aforementioned boat we received a letter this day from Captain 
Pye and the Conymander-in Chief of the Dutch ships Copy of 
the tormer is enclosed Of the other we cannot send you 4 copy. 
By what we understand the Dutch are in want of wood and water 
aud design to put in here to supply themselves, Their want of 
these we tear will prevent their following the French, Our boat 
left them almost as gh as Chaul. lf they do not pursue the 
French we may expect to see them to-night,! 


Five days later (February 20th) Sir Jobn Gayer continues: We 
have not- been wanting to the utmost of our power and present 
circumstances to put this island in the bes? posture of defence we 
could. And had the French made any attempt against us, with 
God’s assistance do not question but that we should have shewn 
them cause enough to have repented thereof. We thank you for 
your desizned care to assist us’ by wiiting to Captain Edgecomb 
and Mr Brown to come down hither with the Mokha fugate and 
the Benjamin, We also give them thanks for their readiness to 
comply with your orders had the business been practicable, and 
for thei generous offers of hazarding their lives for the Right 
Honourable Company’s interest,? 


On the 10th March Bombay writes to Surat: If your port be 
open and you hear the coast 1s clear of French, fail not to send the 
tobacco the General formerly wiote for hither on’ the Benjamin 
yatch (yacht) with all possible speed, for the Right Honourable Com- 
pany will be sufferers in their rents on this island. As the General 
before wrote the President, the money shall be immediately remitted 
Jou as soon as your advices arrive that the goods are bought.$ 


Six weeks later (30th April) Sir John Gayer wrote to ‘Strat : 
We are heartily sorry after so fair an opportunity of an entire 
conquest of the French, that they should escape untouched. * This 
will keep us in a continual fear about our merchants’ shipping 
in all parts of India, We do not believe the French will now go 
home empty. If the Benjamim and Mokha cannot come down in 
safety sooner, they may accompany the Dutch ships. We cannot 
yet hear where the French are + 


Some weeks later the Company’s servants captured French pirates 
and sent them to the Moghal governor at Surat advising him to do 


1 Bombay to Surat, 15th February 1696, Sec. Ont, L. B. 5 of 1684-1698, 43-44. 
Forrest’s Home heries, I. 159. 

2 Bombay to Surat, 20th February 1696, Sec, @ut. L. B, 5 of 1604-1696, 45, 

3 Bombry to burat, l0th Match 1696, Sec, Out L. B, 5 of 1694-1696, 55. 

4 Bombay to Surat, 30th Apul 1696, Sec, Out. L. B. 5 of 1694-1696, 73, 
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Chapter I. them justice as they were true pirates who had actually robbed the 
History. Ships ef his master’s subjects. 


On the 15th September Sir John Gayer wrote to Surat: Last 
night we were informed that the day before two ships were seen ata 
great distance off from Malabér Hillstanding to thenéithward At 
the same time one that came from Cundery informed us that he suw a 
ship yesterday morning at a great distance off from Cundery which 
hawiny but little wind and that at northward or thereabouts stood 
in, At 12 o’clock she was got much nearer than in the morning, and 
at two afternoon so near that heplainly saw shéwasa ship with three 
masts. When the person came from Cundery which was about 
three o'clock, she continued standing in, but we saw her not, neither 
dowehearanything of herthis morning. But we havesent out a boat 
from Méhim to discover if possible what they are. Aboutthree weeks 
since there was also seen in the offing from Malabar Hill one evr n- 
ing two ships, but it being then thick rainy weather we heard no 
more of them, neither have we had any account from you since of 
any ships arriving at Surat from the southward. If your report Le 
true about so many shijfs being seen, which are averred by sundry 
persons, we know not what.to think they should be except Fiench 
cr pirates, This may occasion us to detain our ships longer than 
we expected” 


A few weeks later the dangers which Sir John Gayer foreboded 
from the Fiench fleet were more than fulfilled. On the lith 
October 1696 the Bombay Council wrote to the Directois: We ure 
extremely sorry for the bad news we have in public newspapeis 
overland concerning the Resolution, Defence, Princess of Denmark, 
Seamour, and Success being taken and for the Heury who it is 
said being in fight with a French privateer was set on fire which 
caused her to run ashore in Bantry Bay where she was burnt.? 


Other more cheering news was received at the same time On 
the 9th October 1696 the Bombay Council wrote to Surat: With 
this we send you sundry Gazeties and newspapers for your perusal 
which return to us ‘when you have read them. In the French Gazette 
printed in Holland inclosed you will see that our Masters on the 1th 
Novémber last had actually laden on board their slips 1,200,000 
ounces of silver, This we hope with the House of Commons voting 
their*estabhshment by Parhament will put life into the biokers and 
all else that wish success to our Masters’ affairs as well as check 
their maliciots adversaries in their wicked caiecer against them 
to their lasting shame. On receipt of this and what you had before 
from us we hope you will instantly lade the vessels and send them 
te us and that you will be ready With as much other goods as will 
speédily lade ship Benjamin, There is other news iu the papers that 
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? Bombay to Surat, 2nd July 1696, Sec. Out, L B. 5 of 1694-1096, 103. 

* Bombay to Murat, 15th Sept. 1696, Sec. Out L, B 5 of 1694-1696, 24. 
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tends much to the lessening France and greatening the’confederates 
espccially our sovereign / ; 


On the 13th March 1696 Sir John Gayer wrote to Surat: The 
Poituguese ave preparing some great design. They say it 1s against 
Maskat Whtther any thing more, will come of it than last year 
we donot know. Muttabdr Khan threatens them verv hard with 
war, This has led to the issue of a proclamation at Bassein for all 
the ovt imhabitants to bring their riches into the Foit. One theu- 
sand Curumbees (Kunbis) have tled from their countiy to Guilan 
(Kalydn) ? _ 

On the 30th September 1695 Bombay was visited by a hard gust 
of wind from the east and south-east with thunder lightning and 
some rain, The rain not proportional to the want there 1s of 1t, The 
strength of the gust continued not above half an hour and did no 
harm 3 ; 


A letter from the Bombay Council to the Court (15th October 1696) 
contains the following reference to Anjengo: At Anjengo they 
have prepared a large quantity of stone ant brick, nearly enough 
we suppose to build the fort and are making what provision of 
chunam 1s possible. By this time we beheve they have begun to 
luuild, but they write that they fear the government will obstruct 
them by forbidding the coohes to afford any assistance This 
‘we believe they will find true enough if the Dutch peshiashis can 
effect it with the queen or her mimsters. For the Dutch do all 
that in them lies to hinde: our fortafying, but we are endeavouring 
to counteimine them by procuring labouring people to send them 
from hence They are also in want of a recruit of Huropean 
sulchers, This we cannot supply them as besides officers we have, well 
and sick, English French and Dutch, only 27 soldiers on the island 
What recrnmts are on the way we do not know. Regarding this 
we aie under earnest expectation having scarce any left that we 
can entrust with your Honours’ several vessels, nor one to send out 
in our mochués and other boats to secure the navigation of the 
island which we have often occasion to do by reason of the Shivajis 
{the Mardthd4s), We also want a recruit of fire-arms, hqlbard- 
drums, ordnance powder and sea coals as we have before advised. 
Anjengo will also want at least 20 good ordnance and supply of 
all garrison stores * i. 


_ The capture of the five ships by the French was a Joss of small 
impoitance compared with the troubles which had recently gather- 
edin Surat The excesses of the European pirates by whom the 
Indian Ocean was at this time infested reached a climax in the rob- 
bery in 1695 of the Moghal pilgrim ship Gunsway and other Mogh’al 
vessels. In consequence Mr. Annesley the President and the 


1 Bombay to Furat, 9th Oct. 1696, Sec Out. L. B 5 of 1694-1696, 49, 

2 Bombay to burat, 13th March 1696, Sec. Out, L. B. 5 of 1694-1696, 57-58, For- 
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other Cémpany’s scrvants at Surat were all inhumanhely used, 
clapped up in irons and kept close prisoners. The Company’s estate 
was seized and the trade of the port stopped.! 


In September 1696 Sir Jobn Gayer wrote to Surat: We and 
the Dutch having entered into a correspondence td consult and 
act jointly in our fegotiations with the government about convoy 
ships, we are not willing you should conclude anything without 
them. It will.be a great breach of friendship on either soto do.* 
A second letter to Surat shortly afterwards shows that the friendly 
arrangement with the Dutch came to nothings Sir John Gayer 
wrote: We are surprised to hear of so much baseness in the 
Dutch though we know they are not to be trusted. Yet at this 
time being under a promise of uniting councils for our mutual 
interests we could scarce think they would have been so openly 
perfidious. Now we know how far we are to trust them, still 
we would have you maintain a correspondence with them. This 
will be much better than breaking off from them, for by that means 
they would become implacable and by our difference we should 
give the enemies great fdvantage.® 


On the 15th January 1696 the Bombay Council sent word to 
Surat that the ship Galliote Vice-Admiral of the Portuguese was 
foolishly lost on the reef otf Old Waman’s Island.* 


In January 1696 Sir John Gayer again writes to Surat Your 
agreement with the Dutch to give no passes till matters are better 
accommodated with the Surat governor we approve of and would 
have you endeavour a fair correspondence with them and advise the 
commodore that it is the General’s orders you should do so for 
our mutual interest, it being very unreusonable that all other 
merchants should have liberty of trade and Europeans be stopped 
This night the General received the Commodore’s letter which has 
lain on the road some time by reason of the bearer’s falling sick. 
‘We have no person on the island that perfectly understands the 
Persian and English languages, therefore 1t will be hard for us ta 
understand the contents of his letter, it being written in Dutch 
But we suppose the design of it is to engage us with them to do 
our utmost against the most Christian common enemy (that is 
France) wherein you may assure him we shall not be deficient.* 


Very shortly after ou the 6th February 1696 the Bombay 
Councfl was able to write to Surat to congratulate the President 
Mr. Annesley on his release from his irons.® 


On the 26th February 1696 Sir John Gayer resumes: Our last 
uate you was the 21st instant by two of our peons ‘who were de- 


‘Sir J. Gayer to Moghal governor of Surat, 31st July 1698, Sec Out L. B. 6 of 
1697 - 1699, 21. For the name Gunsway that 1s Ganja Sawéi, sea note 2a at the end 
of the Chapter. 

2 Bombay to Surat, 15th Septr. 1696, Sec. Qut, L..B, 5 of 1694 - 1696, 22 - 23, 

3 Bombay to Surat, 9th Oct. 1696, Kec. Out. L. B. 6 of 1694-1696, 45-46. 

+ Bombay to Surat, 15th January 1696, Sec. Ont, L. B, 5 of 1694-1696, 35. 

5 Sir John Gayer and Council to the Surat President Mr. Annesley and Council, 
27th January 1696, Sec. Out. L. B, 5 of 1694 - 1696, 39. 
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spatched with yout letters from England by ship Amerita. The 23rd 
‘instant the General received a particular lettex-from the ‘President 
-of the [1th with copies of former-letters apd papets- and the Moghal 

. governor's letter. to him whereim he writes that he daily expects the 
king's orders ¢o him-for your (Mz, Annesley’s) releasement, and 
for re-opening out trade, still we hear fothing of the-arrival of the 
said order from you, though from a private person in Surat we-are 
adyised it is received : 

Sir John Gayer continues: Seeing that thé sessori of the year 
for the ships’ departimg to India, and Mokha approaches very fast 
and that time may not permit ‘us fo waitlonger to hear from-you 
concerning whgt ‘the governor dntéods to do with you and .the 
Right Honourable Company's affairs; we have thought good, that you 
may. be in the betier readiness, to’ give you the following orders : 

If on receipt of the abové orders from the king the governor 
releases “all the Right Honourable Company's servants, and 
other English, from your barbarous unjust imprisonment, delivers 

‘the Right Honourable.Company’s goods t0',you to bé harided by 
you to Aga Pirbhdi, and opens your trade in all parts, permitting’ 
us ta export and import, ta carry on our investmént, bring aur’ 
goods down from all places where bought as formerly, and delivers. 
you the exclusive Phirman, or gives you a certait promise that it 
shall speedily be procured and takes’ care that: the charge ‘of our 

-shipsshall be defrayed by freight of otherwise: Then we would have’ 
you-agree with the Dutch and French, .if they send any ships along 
with ours, that a certain number of the country ships he appointed to 
each nation,to wear their colours. When this is done to,appoint 
such Englishmen as you can best confide ig, one in a ship, to com- 
mand each ship that shall be appointed to,wear our colours, and. 
give such commanders commissions as if they were in our imme- 
diate service. When the Mokha frigate and the Benjauin‘are well; 
manned, then what English you have more to spare, you may algo 
divide amongst said ships according to their force and burthen, and 
we hope the French and Dutch will do the same. By youy cammis- 
sion you may empqwer these native boats not only to defend ‘theni- 
selves against all pirates, but to take the pirates by force if they" offer 
to molest them. Ifthe Danes should happen to mix with pirates and 
assault the native boats under our colours we see no reason why ewe 
should not act towards them as towards the pirates especially cpnsi= 
dering that we never heard of any wat proclaimed between the, 


Danes and the ee es or that the Danes managed any other way ° 


than piratically. It is also to be considered that we do this not out 
of choice but necessity to prevent the murdering’ of all our nations 
in the Moghal’s dominions and the confiscating the Right Honour-' 
able Company’s estate therein. Obligations must also be given by 
the chiefs of each nation to each other and to the governor that there: 


shall be ng acts of hostility between these ships ‘that go: convoy,’ 


and what others of each nation they may meet with in the term 

of their voyage. And orders must be given by the chiefs of each 

nation to-show to the commanders of any'of their ships they may 

meet with to prevent mischief, You must also giye the’ commany 
B 1185-15 - 
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ders of the ‘Benjamin and Mokha frigate orders as in- the above 
mentiened commission in which it is necessary to insert all the 
necessities that cause us thus to employ our ships. The comman- 
ders of all three nations foust have positive orders to join their 
forees against the enemy whatsoever party is attacked as if they 
were all of onenation and one head over them, though they may 
sail as three squadrons with a constituted admiral of each. No 
squadron should have superiority over the other. But all should 
consult together at all times for the safe conducting the ships under 
their charge and the mutual defence of each other. If possible, we 
would keep the Benjamin to be laden home and send the America 
in her*room, in answer to which write us with all possible speed. 
‘he above we have written in hopes all that. we have mentioned 
on the governor’s part will be complied with. If he refuses we 
have no reason to grant what we have promised. Should all things 
answer our expectation, then we would have you contract with some 
merchants for the quantity of coffee, myrrh, olibanum, and aloes 
socatrine mentioned in the list enclosed as you did with Najam 
Khin Réjébhy on the Rahimi last year, but on as much cheaper 
terms as you can. This we hope may be easily effected, seeing 
there is likely to be such a convoy ; but we would have the goods 
laden on our Masters’ ship. 

In the same letter Sir John Gayer continues: Since writing the 
above this morning we received advices from Isa Kuli that the 
king’s Hasbul Hukam (or personal order) was sent to the governor 
of Surat twenty-three days since to seb you at liberty and that the 
Right Honourable Company’s affairs should in all circumstances 
be put into the same condition as formerly, and the other two Europe 
nations the same, on condition they complied with their obligations. 
Therefore seeing there is not time left to procure the exclusive 
Phirman, we would have you endeavour what possible to 
procure the’ governor’s writing or promise for it, and do your 
utmost with the governor to procure -freight, to defray the charge 
of our Right Honourable Masters’ ships for the voyage. 

Enclosed we send you copy of our Masters’ general letters 
from England by ship America. Communicate the news concerning 
thé French to the Dutch director. We have no other news by this 
ship. ‘ Send us an answer to the short general letter from England 
concerning Captain Andrews that we may return answer to England. 
We hourly expect to hear from you concerning what the Surat 
governor intends to do. Care must be taken that the country ships 
in all things observe the commands of the Europe commanders." 

On the 10th March Sir John Gayer writes: We rejoice to hear 
‘of* the enlargement of Captain Brown and Mr. Bendal, but thought 
long ere this to have received a larger account of such matters.” 

A week later (17th March) he resumes: We are surprised that 
after all our condescension to the unreasonable demands of the 
Moors, so small though necessary a favour should be denied us as 


? Sir John Gayer General and Council at Bombay to Mr S, Annesley President and 
Council at Surat, 26th February 1696, Sec, Out, L, Book 6 of 1694-1696, 60-54. 
3 Bombay to Surat, 10th March 1696, See. Ont. L, Book 6 of 1694 - 1696, 54. 
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the shipping of Captain Pye’s provisions. We afe no ‘less con- 
cerned to hear that our Masters’ affairs are still in tho same 
condition they were. In our present circumstances necessity 
would have forced us to have submitted to such terms as you were 
about to make with Cawndas (Kahéndés) and the horrid bloodsuck- 
ing Hurcorra (Hai dara or Intelligenéer). : 

We approve of your letters to Isa Kuli, the Padre, and the governor 
of Surat, also of what you have wrote the Dutch director  It-is 
our resolution till we see cause to alter it, to give no passes to any 
of these country ship.! 

On the 30th Apml'Sir John Gayer resumes. As before hinted 
we ate of opinion with you that Isa Kuli hath boasted too much 
of what he has done and we believe he wants not covetousness. 
However it 1s certain he did the Right Honourable Company a 
singular piece of service in laying the burthen of the piracies on 
all thethee nations. For which reason he ought not to be slighted, 
though we may delay to gratify his avarice till we see what 
further occasion we shall have for him Should we turn him off 
it may be the next we should make choice Of would be of the same 
stamp with him.*? He continues. We are very sorry that the 
(Moghal) governor continues so obstinate as not to suffer any 
goods to be exported for the lading our Masters’ ships one way or 
other, when they lie at so great a charge as they do.® 


Six weeks later (19th June) Sir John Gayer writes: We would 
have you use your utmost endeavours with the governor that the 
Right Honourable Company's money may he no longer dead, 
but that it may be given out to provide goods for the expected 
shipping according to the enclosed list which is copy of what we 
received from our Masters by ship America. We can see no reason, 
especially now the governor knows the king’s orders concerning us, 
why he should not consent. We need no argument to press you to 
this, the time for providing goods slipping so fast is sufficient.‘ 

On the 25th June he adds. We can scarce imagine that after 
the king hath been so well informed of what relates to the Gunsway 
by the governor of Surat, Abdul Rosa Khaén and the Sidi, any 
impressions should be made on him to cause him to be angry with 
us, unless for want of a bribe the decertfulness of his courtiers has 
imposed on him to discredit what they have written concerning us, 
which as you write time will discover So it will of the trath of 
the Cuttaries’ (perhaps Kattidris or Daggerholders that is Bhats or 
newsmen) report 4 

On the &th July Sir John Gayer wrote: We received yourg of 
the 27th past with the enclosed papers, which informs us of your 
releasement for which we give God thanks and most heartily 
rejoice, The bearer of this good tidiugs has proved himself an 


' Bombay ta Surat, 17th March 1696, Sec. Out, L. Book 6 of 160 - 1696, 58-59. 
Compare Bombay to Surat, 6th February 1696, Sec. Out, L. B of 1694 - 1096, 40, 

? Bumbay to turat, 80th April 1696, Sec. Oat. L. Book 5 of 1694 - 1696, 71, 

3 Bombay to Surat, 30th April 1696, Sec, Out, L. Book 5 of 1694 - 1696, 72, 

* Kombay to Surat, 19h June 1696, Sec. Out, L. Book 5 of 1694-1696, 99. 

+ Bombay to Surat, 25th June 1696, Sec. Out, L. Book 5 of 1694-1696, 101. 
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‘unfaithful messenger, having been almost ten days on his way; he 
deserves a reward according to his merits. We hourly expect to 
bear more largely from you. Now that the governor has re- 
leased your persons we hope he will release the Right Honourable 
Company’s estate. When this is done we would have you vigorously 
bend your minds to employing the money you have on invest- 
ment agreeable to the list you have by ship America that we may 
be in readiness to lade our expected ships when they arrive. 

On the 15th October (1696) Sir John Gayer wrote to the 
Honourable Court of Directors: Your Honours’ servants at Surat. 
are still at liberty, and, as they write us, on good terms with the 
government, We do not yet hear that they will be able to 
export any goods towards the lading of the Benjamin and Tonqueen 
(when she arrives) by reason of the clamours of the creditors 
although there be 5 lakhs of rupees worth as they advise us ready 
provided. If part of your Honours’ eight expected shipping bound 
to these ports arrive with plentiful stock (which by public news- 
papers we are informed had 2,100,000 ounces of silver laden the 
18th November), then ye shall be capacitated todo your Honours 
the expected service, though it happens very ill that we have yet 
no advice of their arrival. The season for this year to provide 
goods being in a manner spent, we have left no stone unturned, 
but have used our utmost endeavouys to gain credit with Aga Pery 
(Aga Pirbhdi) the brokers and all other persons to make provision of 
goods according to your Honours’ orders by ship America. The 
many repeated promises of sending out laige stock for several 
years and none coming with the industrious labours of the inter- 
lopers lately in India and those remaining in Surat lately in your 
Honours’ service to asperse your Honours, have put all people under 
an impossibility of believing that ever any stock will be sent out 
to eleax.your Honours’ debts. This with the horrible clamours occa- 
sioned by the pirates from all parts which are universally reputed 
English, causes us to labour in the fire though to small purpose. Be- 
sides the Gunsway, the king’s ship with others that were robbed last 
year near Surat, and barbarously used, Abdul Gaphur has since had 
one robbed of a great sum in the Gulf of Persia, and this day we have 
news ftom Mokha of two ships being taken off the Babs belonging 
to Girdhar and Vardaman your Honours’ brokers, one of this island 
the ather of Calicut.? The loss of Girdhar’s ship in which was to the 
amount of-Rs. 60,000 has almost broke the little merchants of the 


} Bombay to Surat, 8th July 1696, Sec. Out. L, Book 5 of 1694-1696, 104. 

2 Of the Babs is off the Straits of Babelmandeb Compare Pirates and Sea Robbers 
(1847) p. 112. ‘After this Captam Kidd sailed to Bab’s key, on a little island 
atthe entrance to the Red Sea.” It was the news of this Mokha fleet, sbout August 
1697, that tempted Captain Kidd, then an honest unlucky Privateer and Parate- 
catcher, to turn pirate A boat brought word of‘fourteen ships showing English Dutch 
and Moghal colours, ‘ We have been rag 4 my boys,’ said Captain Kidd, ‘ we'll now 

’ 


make our fortune out of the Mokha fleet.’ Four days later the fleet appeared convoy- 
ed by one English and one Dntch man-of-war. Kidd goon fell in with them and get- 
ting into the myist of them 


fired at a Moonsh ship ‘that was next him. The man-of- 
war bore down and Kidd not strong enough to contend with them sheered off. Now 
that he had begun as a pirate Kidd resolved togoon, He crossed to the Malabar Coast 
and captured a Moorish vess 


‘ el, making 1t3 commander, an Englishman named Parker, 
jom his ship as pilot. Drtto, 113. (Mr. J, Walsh.) 
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island. Itis a considerable prejudice to your Honotirs Tor that 
there was in her 400 ‘ bahar’ of good new coffee which was designed 
to be part of the lading of the Benjamin and Tonqueen.! 


In the same letter Sir John Gayer’ continues: Though the 
Moghal governor of Surat spent so much time in writing to the 
cout of Delhi last year concerning the releasing of your Honours’ 
servants and effects and to know what the king would allow the 
Enghsh French and Dutch ships to convoy the Mokha and Jidda 
Heet that the monsoon was lost to all but tive or six ships that got 
away from Gogha and other ports, yet he 1s now very pressmg for 
the three nations to come to a conclusion about each sending two 
ships for convoys this year Still he will allow but Rs 15,000 
for the charge of a great ship and Rs 10,000 for the charge of a 
small one, which he esteems half, besides what freight we can get ; 
teims that both we and the Dutch shall be necessitated to comply 
with or else no goods can be exported by either since the Dutch 
have sufficrently telt the stop on trade as well as we, they com- 
putmg their loss at Rs. 10,00,000. The French seem now to 
dechne giving convoy ships, though they premised it last year. By 
all that we understand they expect when your five ships that sailed 
hence in April last (who are now thought to be gone home) arrive 
in France to give such an account of the stop of their trade that 
their kmg will declare war with’ the Moghal, there being a clause 
inserted 1n all the passes that imphes as much? 


As we have already, he continues, in several letters wrote to your 
Honours of the necessity of suppressing the pirates, we shall not 
enlarge on that subject now We hope your orders concerning them 
are on the way towards us. As before they are universally reputed 
English, the French our enemies, and the Dutch our back friends, 
industiiously helping in blowing up the fire to consume us.$ 


On the 31st October Sir John Gayer sends to Lieutenant General 
Higginson the following account of a fresh piratical outrage The 
broker’s ship of this island and Ratanj: Bikla the Calicut broker’s 
brother, both under Englsh colours with English merchants, 
were taken off the Babs by two pirates, one of 13 the other of 14 
guns, the next day after they came out from Mokha bound to this 
island The pirates set one of the merchants and the ceid4ni (or 
supercargo) on shore at Aden to sell the ships acd cargoes nd 
bring them money for them. As they did not return the pyrates 
burnt both the prizes in sight of them. It is we!l that about ten 
ships of tlis country wintered at Mokha, Had they not it is 
probable we should again have been embroiled * 


The following year seems to have seen little improvement. On 
the 16th Apil 1697 Sir John Gayer wrote: We are sorry to hear 
of the barbarous outrages committed by those villainous pirates 


! Bombay to Court, 15th October 1696, Sec Out. L Book 5 of 1694-1696, 51-52. 

2 Bumbay to Conrt, 15th Oct 1696, Sec. Out. L. Book 5 of 1694 - 1696, 52 - 83, 

3 Bombay to Court, 15th Oct 1696, Sec. Out L, Book & of 1694 - 1696, 53, 

4 Bombay to the Honourable Nathll Higgmson, Lieutenant-General of India for 
Affairs of the Right Honourable East India Company, 3lat October 1696, Sec, Out. Ly 
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who are become so strong by the success they have had that there 
is noetirring for any ships but those of Europe and of force. We 
could wish it were in our power to depress and bring them to their 
deserved punishment.! 
On the 31st July 1698 Sir John Gayer addressed* the following 
letter to the Moghal governor of Surat: It is now almost three 
years that for crimes of pirates the Company’s servants at Surat 
were inhumanely used, clapped up in irons, and about eleven 
months kept close prisoners, the Company’s estate seized on and 
the trade of the Surat port stopped not only te the damage of the 
English and other European nations, but to the king’s and his 
subjects’ great loss. At last Ettémat Khan then governor of Surat 
and other nobles having made the Delhi king sensible that the 
robbery was not committed by the people of the English Company 
but by rogues of several nations combined together, the Surat 
port was again opened. According to the king’s orders at that 
time I sent two of my Masters’ ships (though paid but half the 
charge) to Mokha in company of two of the Dutch Company’s ships 
to convoy the king’s afid his subjects’ ships to and from that port 
to Surat. Some days after, fearing the pirates might be numerous 
and strong, I sent another convoy newly arrived from England. 
This ship though despatched after the usual-season arrived safe at 
the port and through God’s good providence conducted the fleet all 
home in safety to the great joy and profit of the king and, his 
subjects. Though I have not received a pie from. the treasury of 
the Surat port to defray the charge of this last ship, I have again 
this year sent two ships on the same voyage in cqmpany of the 
king’s ships which I hope through the blessing of God will meet 
with the sume success, Also last year, about the time that the 
Mokha fleet was expected, I was at the charge of sending out three 
ships to cruize off Dannue (Déhdnu) for the better security of the 
fleet. according to your honour’s desire. For this I have not been 
allowed anythmg towards the cost. Yet notwithstanding all this 
the ship Quedah Merchant belonging to the English Moody at 
‘Surat, coming from Bengal, having goods on board her belonging 
to Mamud Baukier and others, being taken and robbed by a pirate 
off Kallequilon, the whole blame is again cast on the English 
Company, and the king’s orders (as I am informed) procured to 
your honour to demand satisfaction of the President or to send 
the broker to the court to answer the charge laid against them. 
Therefore I’request that your honour (being as I believe satisfied 
that this charge is false) will truly represent the matter to the king 
and your friends at court and petition his majesty that the orders 
issued, so extremely prejudicial to the English Company who are 
perfectly innocent of what is laid to their charge, may be revoked, 
and that their servants, whom you know are no little merchants 
and subjects of no mean Prince, may be permitted for the future 
quietly and unmolested to follow the merchandize which your 
honour is sensible is of great advantage to the king’s port and an 


* Bombay to Surat, 16th April 1697, Sec, Out, L, Book 6 of 1697-1699, 
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oceasion of the employment of many thousands in his mhajesty’s 
dominions. To which I shall only add that I have several stimes 
written my reasons on the same subject that you lately did 
advising (my Masters of) the pirates that’ infest these seas They 
returned answer about eleven months since that peace being now 
concluded with France, they would petition the King to send out 
some ships of war on purpose to take and destroy the pirates. 
Which ships, I hope, will arrive by the time the rains 1s over when 
I will employ them with all diligence to find out, take, and destroy 
those villains of sundry nations that rob on the high seas. For 
the better effecting this I hope your honour will take care that the 
other European nations trading to the king’s port may contribute 
the assistance which will much facilitate that which has been so 
long desired that the port may be always open to the pilgrims and 
that they and the merchants may cross the seas unmolested.! 


On the 81st October 1698 Sir John Gayer gave the Directors the 
following description of the risks to which the excesses of the 
European pirates exposed Bombay: We have so often wrote your 
Honours concerning our great want of supplies of men, that it is 
needless for us to mention more about 1t. Still we cannot forbear 
without unfaithfulness to our trust to acquaint you that your 
island 1s exposed to extreme hazard should any orders arrive from 
the Moghal court to the Sidi to invade Bombay on account of the 
frequent robberies committed by the pirates, which as we have 
often advised are universally charged on the English nation We 
do maintain a very fair correspondence with the Sidi beyond what-' 
ever has been That to the utmost of his power he is really our 
friend is manifestly proved by his writing to court in our favour 
both formerly and in this last juncture of affairs. On this occasion 
at our 1equest he has written to the Moghal governor of Surat, 
and all the chief nobles at court beyond what we could have 
expected even to the hazard of making Maklis Khan his enemy. 
Yet if orders from the Moghal reach him we must not trust the 
Sidi further than is necessary to trust a Cofferie (Kdéfir at that 
time specially apphed to African slaves shipped from Zanzbér) 
or Moorman, who 1s the chief noble in these parts, to execute the 
Moghal king’s commands by force of arms and jomed with the 
Moghal governor of Surat. These we confess are very melancholy 
stories that we are necessitated frequently to write your Honours, 
Lut we cannot help it since it is necessary for us to give you & true 
account of the state of your affairs.” : 


A letter from Sir John Gayer to the Directors shows that tip to 
the 10th February 1699 the promised pirate-scouring fleet bad 
showed no sign. He writes: We shall be heartily glad that the 
fleet prepared to suppress the pirates may effect what they are 
designed for We hear nothing yet of their being in India.® 


Piece Aen ed OP ac AE ET GORD a PR EA Pee 
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On the 12th January 1699 Sir John Gayer wrote to Surat: The 
copy ef the king’s orders in Persign we have not received, If we 
had it would signify nothing without an interpreter. We .suppose 
the contents of 1t 1s as you write that the three nations shall pay 
Rs. 14,00,000 for what was robbed from Hasan Amidds’ ship and 
give security for what depredations the pirates shall commit. 
Concerning this we would have you write the Moghal governor that 
owr answer 1s that we can pay no part of the Rs. 14,00,000 nor 
give any such security as is required for the future But as we 
have protected the Mokha and Jidda fleet two*years following from 
all miscarriage except what hath been occasioned by the pride 
obstinacy and folly of such as deserted- the convoys, so we will 
endeavour to do the same this year.! : 


A. month later (10th February 1699) Sir John Gayer wrote to 
the Court: Although we have performed‘our part of the 
contract with the Moors, about sending convoy ships to Mokha, 
yet they slight all the good services done them, and not only 
defer giving an exclusive Phirman but deny paying for the ships 
here; and now their demands are infimtely larger on the three 
nations English Dutch and French. Considering the East India 
trade is now established by Act of Parliament, we presume an 
exclusive Phirman, could it be procured, would sigmfy little, except 
to exclude the Scotch company. As circumstances are at present, 
there is no engaging in such an affair.? The unfortunate success 
of one of their ship captains furnished the Surat governor 
with an excuse fpr making the Company specially responsible 
for Hasan Amidds’ losses. On the 20th September 1700, Sir 
John Gayer wrote from Bombay to the Court of Directors 
Captain Louth while he was in the road at Cape Good Hope took 
a small ship that came in there belonging to New York of about 
90 tons named the Margaret, which had been trading with the 
pirates at St. Mary’s and Madagascar. Qn thjs vessel were about 
15 passengers that had been pirating in these seas in several ships 
Amongst these was that grand villain Sivgrs commonly called 
Chivers tliat was commander ofthe pirates that took Hasan 
Amidés’ ship coming from Mokha about two years since by means 
of which your Honours have been at considerable expense and your 
servants involved in a great deal of trouble. Thisis likely to be 
considerably increased by Captain Louth’s bringing his prize hither, 
for tlfat the governor of Surat doth expect that we should deliver 
the ship and all that was in her with the mento them. The money 
goods and negroes that were in her that came into the captain’s 
‘hands, he sayeth might amount to about £6000. How we shall 
get clear of this business we do not yet know for no rational 
arguments arg of force with the imperious Moors. The Captain 


— 


1Bombay to Surat, 12th Jan. 1699, Seo. Out. L. B. 6 of 1697-1699, In a letter 
dated Ist Febrwary 1699, mn the same volume, under Court’s orders of 1698, Mr Colt 
is appointed President at Surat instead of Mr. Annesley retnoved, because Sur John 
Gayer did not hke Mr, Annesley’s paying anything to the Moghal governor, 
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also says he believes his ship’s company may have got amongst 
them as much as came into his possession which hath caused them 
to be very fluent of their money on this igland and occasions many 
little base fellows to be scribbling about it to Surat. The foremen- 
tioned Captai? thinks he has denetyour Honours such a piece of 
service in this action, though it detained him at least three weeks 
at the Cape, that he cannot well be sufficently rewarded for it. 
We wish he had let them proceed where they were going that they 
might have received their due reward at home rather than to have 
filled our prison wit fwenty-one criminals in a place where we had 
before a sufficient number of such as would willingly side with such 

Sparks, especially seeing we cannot sufficiently authorize to put the 
laws in execution against theuf. Perhaps it was the love of the 
guinea that put the Captain on this meritorious piece of service to 
your Honours ! 

In Surat in 1700 the affairs of the Old or London Company were 
suffering seriously from the attacks and misrepresentations of Sir 
Nicholas Waite one of their dismissed servants now Chairman of 
the New or English Company. On the 16th February 1700, 
Sir John Gayer wrote to the Directors: Captain Hudson 
will inform your Honours how that Sir Nicholas Waite said 
he would spend Rs. 20,000, but that he would have your flag at 
Surat struck. Captain Hudson will also inform you of other 
of Sir Nicholas’ follies which render him litile-in the eyes of 
Europeans if not of others, By what we hear Lucas is the person 
that spurs him on to such rashness to the detriment of the interest 
of the nation, not considering what the issue may be, so that he 
may but gratify his malice to your Honours.* 


On the 19th November 1700, in the hope of arranging some 
settlement of Hasan Amidds’ claims in support of which the Surat 
governor had stopped the Company's trade, Sir John Gayer leaving 
his Deputy Mr. J. Burniston in charge started from Bombay in 
the ship Tavistock to go to the Surat river mouth’ The unsatis- 
factory state of the Company's interests in Surat was probably 
another reason why Sir John Gayer went to Swally. Under the 
unscrupulous manwuvring of Sir Nicholas Waite the head of *the 
New or English Company the Old or London Company had lost 
favour in Surat. Stortes of a grand embassy to the great Movhal 
in the interest and at the charges of the New Company and the 
assertion that the Old Company had only one year more to run 
enabled Sur Nicholas Waite to form a strong party in Surat In 
December 1700 the month after Sur John Gayer’s arrival at Swally, 
the Surat President of the Old Company Mr. S. Colt wrote to «the 
Council at St George: Sir Nicholas Waite gives us a great deal of 
trouble here by means of the government. He has charged us with 


18u John Gayer and Council at Bombay to the Court of Dirgctors, Bombay 
Castle, 20th September 1700, Sec, Out, L, Book 7 of 1699-1702, 

4 Sir J, ag and Council to the Court of Directors, 16th February 1700, para. 24, 
im Bee Out. L, Book 7 of 1699-1702. 
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Chapter I. piracy*to the Moghal and his governors and has stirred up the 
History: merehants of Surat to prosecutg us for their losses to the pirates 
are from the year 1685 until October 1698 to the amount of upwards 
va get of 80 lakhs of rupees ‘{'o secure mischief to us he has acquainted 
: the king governor and officers that the King of England has 
ordered him to inform them that our Right Honourable Employers 
are to expire like unto a dead man on the 29th September 1701 
Therefore if they suffer us to depart this empire before all demands 
upon us are satisfied, no other English would be liable to answer 
for us. By such practices and very large expenses'he has 
procured our trade to be stopped and our persons confined to the 
town for near these 44 months past. But God be thanked we 
have at last got the restraint upon. both taken off and are lading 
the Loyal Merchant upon which His Excellency Sir J. Gayer 18 

come to Swally, which we hope will be effected in a few days.’ 


Sw Wilham On the 26th December Sir William Norris the Ambassador sent 
Norus at Surat, out by the New Company made his entry into Surat. He was 
1700. conducted by the governor, his son, the Hurcorra (Harkéra) and other ° 
officers from Roan (R&nder) (a place about two miles out of town), 
to the governor’s house, where they left him, the governor's soldiers 
accompanying him on to Sir Nicholas’ house. He presented the 
governor with one of his best palanquins and 1000 gold mohors, 
to the governor's son he gave 500, and to the Vdknavis (newsman) 
and Harkéra (intelligencer) 150 each—a fine reward for the good 
company he had of them. He is designed to Court in (afew) days. 
We beheve he has, little to maintain bis expense, and Sir Nicholas’ 
abilities are but mean. What supplies he can afford him will’ be 
very slender. The next day Sir William Norris sent a summons to 
His Excellency Sir John Gayer and all English in or about Surat 
to come and hear his commission read.* 
Sir John Gayer In January 1701 hot disputes are mentioned between President 
Poe Surat, Colt of the Old Compeay' and Sir Nicholas Waite? On the 5th 
February 1701 orders from Delhi and from the Emperor himself 
- reached the governor of Surat. On the 8th about midmght the 
governor sent his son out of the gates with upwards of one hundred 
mea. * This was not done so secretly but the old Factory had notice 
from the Secretary their frend and President Colt advised Sir 
Johy Gayer thereof and reached his hand at Swally before 
morning. At Swally the Meer (Amir) appeared early in his usual 
hunting tent and sending notice thereof to Sir John Gayer then 
in bed he immediately arose and invited the Meer within the 
impaileur of the lodge, As the Meer excused himself Sir John 
went out towards him. On thia the Meer’s men being directed, 
secured Sir John and his grenadiers. They then entered the 
lodge and obliged the Lady Gayer to rise out of the bed, and carried 
Sg Sl es es ee ee ee 
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her Mr Somaster and others, to accompany the Genefal fo Surat 
before the Tavistock’s people hag notice or could come ashare to 
their rescue Bemg brought over the river 1m an open boat the lady 
was put into a hackery covered with a Gloth and carried to the 
governor’s, where with Sir John and others she was confined to one 
room. Some hours later the governor sent for President Colt, who 
going with two of his Council kept company with Sir John in the 
prison. This triumphant act,as it is esteemed of the Meer, was 
written that might to the Emperor to the no small dishonour of 
the old Company’s, General of India, that need not have been 
surprised if had thought of that trust reposed in him and will not 
now easily be permitted gomg out of Surat before the whole 
demands of that Company are adjusted + 


On the 14th February on hearing of Sir John Gayer’s and Presi- 
den Colt’s imprisonment the Deputy Governor and Council at 
Bombay wrote to the Surat Factory. Yours without date we 
received the last night by the machva, It was no small surprise 
and trouble to us to find the General with the rest of our Right 
Honourable Masters’ servants fallen into the*hands of the barbarous. 
and treacherous Moors. By this 1t cannot be expected but our affairs 
in these parts will greatly suffer till matters be regulated at home 
between the two Companies. We do sincerely and heartily wish 
that those false asperstons and malicious proceedings of the new 
Company’s agents here to the prequdice of our Masters will meet 
with that reward and punishment which they justly deserve. Sirs, 
we thank you for your advices and desire the continuance of the 
same from time to time. For this purpose we have sent this small 
boat to attend you with four of our garrison topasses, not caring 
to trust any of our Englishmen, fearing they should be trepanned, 
or wiltully desert. We hope your next will bring us better tidings, 
at least that they permit the General to reside inethe factory. 
We shall take the necessary care for the preservation of the island, 
and discharge our trust with all faithfulness and diligence as you 
may imagine, trusting to no false heathens or others of the new 
Company’s servants, who most certainly have a hand im the present 
treachery. We hope you have secured all the goods that were at 
Swally on board the ship Tavistock, which will be a most acceptable 
piece of service to our Masters? 


, ry 

With this the Bombay Council sent the following letter to 
Sir Juhn Gayer: The day before we designed to despatch the 
brigantine with her enordered pepper to your Excellency we 
had advices from Mr. Damel Dubois and Captain Martin of the 
fatal accident happened to your Excellency in falhng imto the 
hands of the barbarous and treacherous Moors, We therefore think 
it not convenient to send the said brigantine but have taken her 
pepper on shore with a design to alter her according to your 
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Excelloricy’¢ directions if time will permit, for we must keep all 
our yessels in readiness for fear of’ any design against the island. 
We do not reply to your Excellency’s last, not knowing but this may 
be intercepted by the infidels or others of our adversaries, We hope 
we shall speedily hear from your Excellency of, your enlarge- 
ment and that they permit of your residing in the factory. Trusting 
in God for your releasement in His due time and that the new 
Company’s agents may meet their deserved punishment for sv 
basely insinuating the heathens against all law and justice to the 
prejudice of our Masters’ interest. We shalldake due care in the 
preservation of the island, not trusting to any of the false and 
perfidious barbarians nor the new Company’s servants.! 


Next day (J5th February) the Bombay Governor issued the 
following order to Lt, William Shaw; The treacherous Moors having 
on the 9th instant surprised our General and carried him with others 
of our Masters’ servants to Surat, is caution enough for us to be 
on our guard, not knowing their evil and treacherous designs. 
Therefore take care that you and all under you be on your defence, 
trusting to none of those barbarous heathens ; and that good watches 
be kept both day and night, advising us immediately if any thing 
more than ordinary should happen which God forbid, They add: 
We received two ofyonrs by the Gentu soldiers ordered down, whom 
we returned to their respective pokts about 11 o’clock that day. 
We would have you see what of them can be brought to use fire 
arms and send us a list thereof. We shall take care to supply 
them with what we can, if they have not their own, only tho 
subheddrs of each company must be obliged to see the fire arms 
returned, We would likewise have you send for the vereadores and 
the chief fazinddrs, and raise the militia making the necessary 
officers of the former as is most fitting and as they can most agreo 
among themselves, sending usalist ofthem. They are obliged to 
find their own arms and ammunition. - If they have none at present 
let us know what may be wanting, which they must expect to allow 
for hereafter.* 


On the 22nd February the Bombay Council wrote to Surat; 
We have ready and well manned a fleet of seven vessels. If his 
Excellency thinks fit we shall send them to the river’s mouth with 
onewf the Council to wait his orders. All due care shall be taken 
of the island, being prepared to defend it against any assaults. 


On the 28th February, gladdened by the news of Sir John 
Gayer's release, the Bombay Council write to Surat: We heartily 
rejoice forthe good news, and we render all due praise and thanks 
to Almighty God for your release from so close a confinement, 
and that it hath pleased Him to make our innocence appear and the 
wicked designs of our malicious adversaries in their true colours 
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before the face of the heathens. Now Sir Nicholas may have time to 
look mio his actions strictly examining himself and at last say. 
“O what have I done!’ May the’shame and infamy to which he most 
mahiciouly exposed his fellow-subjects together with all other his 
undigested politics fall heavy on his head, being but the just reward 
for such evil mimsters. We hopé with your Hxcellency that 
the general certificate sent to court attested by all the eminent 
merchants may meet with the desired effect to the confusion of qur 
enemies. 


A letter of the 23nd March 1701 from the Bombay Council to 
the Ka4rwar factory gives details of what happened during Sir John 
Gayer’s confinement: Having this opportunity by a shibar bound 
to Goa, we are chiefly to advise you of our late troubles since the 
9th of the past month. Hus Excellency, my Lady, and several other 
gentlemen that were with him at Swally, were surprised by the 
governor’s son of Surat, with a retinue of about 50 horse and foot, 
and hurned up to Surat as prisoners in a disgraceful manner and 
there committed to the governor’s house. This was done by an order 
from the Delhi court, procured by Sir Nicholas Waite, the harkdra 
of Surat, and others of his hellish crew. In the time of his 
Excellency’s confinementatthe governor’s house, being about fourteen 
days, several councils or addlats were held. All the officers with the 
eminent merchants of the town were summoned as likewise Sir 
Nicholas To Sir Nicholas the governor said, I have now performed 
the king’s order which by your justification and promise of domg 
great matters was procured 1m seizing the General. Comply with 
what you have written and promised the king, ‘and I will deliver 
the General into your possession. After several debates and evasions 
of Sir Nicholas, he at last denied what he had caused” the harkdra 
to writo, and in a manner everything else. So that the merchants 
derided him for his perfidious baseness, and drew upa writing of 
our innocence, signed by them all and also that rogue the 
harhdéra, and sent up to the king which we hope may procure 
mulder orders and better treatment for the future. You will doubt- 
less have a more full account of these transactions by return of 
your peons, who wait his Excellency’s answer which so seon as 
received they shall be despatched to you. They have all been at the 
factory ever since the 22nd last month but there 1s 8 guard of peons 
set without the gates which the governor says eannot be taken off 
till farthor orders from the king.’ 

Nine months later (31st December 1701) the following Consulita- 
tion is entered in the Surat Factory Diary: Since our last the 
governor has forced the payment of the amount there advised from 
the Dutch and Old Factory, The first are still confined and the 
latter shut up. The governor a few days past sont for Sir John 
Gafer, pretending to see him out of kindness, when in trath it was 
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to deliver him and the Council into the hand and charge of the 
kotwéB The kotwdl gave a receipt for thew persons, and in his 
custody the chief broker cpntinues prisoner, the governor threaton- 
ing, 1f he delivers not a faithful account in three days of the 
surplus which appears by their entries in and out*at the custom 
house to remain m the country, to force him to turn Moor, It 
is said within this nine days the Emperor has sent down an 
ivtevokable order signed by the Prime Vazir, published the 29th 
imstant, for the Old Factory satisfying all demands upon them. If 
sufficient assets are not found the factors are to be ignominiously 
expelled the country, the Emperor directing the Sidi or Admiral to 
seize Bombay that is so slenderly garrisoned, that if attacked 16 will 
be easily carried. All this, they add, might have been provented 
had the Factory employed their talent for the true interest of their 
Masters which has suffered more by their impolite and untoward 
heat, breaking through sacred promises and trusting fo their 
unlimited power for corrupting all that gold will allure in the whote 
managery of their affairs. They mght have compounded and thereby 
established a friendship with these inhabitants for less than has 
been given to the governor. for not executing the several orders for 
payment upon them and for defeating the embassy vainly projected 
for expelling your Honours out of Industén. In which last God be 
praised, they and their adherents being infalhbly disappointed, 
will in favour to themselves assuredly charge all that can be 
invented for destroymg..... ecatTesere .. most valuableto man. In 
such discouraging circumstances are we for preserving your 
Honours bemg obliged to join with their mysterious and 
incumbered stock having not yet found any reason to suspect these 
proceedings can embroil your affairs when your -Phirmans are 
delivered (though most Europeans Jews and Geutiles are against 
that course), governing all our actions with those principles of virtue 
that our wordis........+. with whom (we enjoy) credit beyond 
what we dare make use of as affairs stand in Europe,” 


During 1700 and 1701, while the chief interest and excitement 
centred at Surat, the Bombay Council passed through a time of trouble 
andalurm. Besides misunderstandings with the Sidi and frictions 
with the Portuguese the Mardthés were unusually aggressive and 
Aral pirates played so bold a part against the Portuguese as to 
introduce a new olement of danger. On the 16th February 1700 
Sir John Gayer the General at Bombay, wrote to the Directors: 
For that she had not their pass, the Portuguese have taken a 
small ship belonging to some country merchants and carried her 
inte Goa. Of this vessclan Englishman that did belong to Captain 
Say was master and had goods. The man and his goods Commodore 
Littleton when at Goa required the Viceroy to deliver him. And 
because he did not, as we have heard, gave him threatening language 
in his letter as if he would take one of their ships if he met with any 
for satisfaction. Afterwards between Goa and this place he met in 
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the night with a Portuguese machva bound to Goa with a great many 
letters and papers for the Vicerpy. This machva in the nighf firing 
some guns, though for what reason the ,Commodore knew not she 
being about two or three miles distance from him, gave her chase in 
the moraing, supposing her to be a Shiv4ji or Malabdr pirate. But 
it proving very little wind, he sent his boats armed to her with the 
King's colours flying in his barge’s head. Notwithstanding which 
the Portucuese, taking as we suppose the man-of-war to be pirate, 
discharged a volley of small shot at the barge. Upon this the 
barge fell astern to*the long boat and towed her up and then 
boarded the machra and took her. In the skirmish one of the 
Commodore’s men was killed and two or three wounded and about 
10 of the Portuguese wounded. When the Commodore came hither 
he brought this machva with him and would have left her here, but 
we would not concern omselves with her. At last he delivered 
her to the people that he took in her and sent her to the Captain 
General of the North for the Poituguese, with his letter to him, 
giving an account ofthe transaction. This business and the threat- 
ening message of the Commodore to the Viceroy hath so enraged 
the Captain General, who is very lately come to his station, that he 
hath raised and armed a great number of men and fitted out about 
50 machuis, as we are by all sorts of people informed, to invade 
this island. The machvds last thght were all seen off Méhim where 
it is reported they are designed to land. We can scarce believe 
they will be guilty of so rash an action, though it is certain as we 
have heretofore advised your Honours their exorbitant pride and 
insolence prompt them almost to anything. About five days 
since they fired two shots at one of your machvids as she passed by 
one of their small forts to the northward, though she had her 
colours flying. Since then they have stopped all provisions from 
coming to the island All this puts the poor inhabitants into such a 
consternation that they think of nothing but flying off the island 
to save their little, for fear they should lose all as théy did when the 
Sidi landed. By this your Honours may perceive that if a 
course be not taken some way or othe to coirect the unparalleled 
piide and insolence of these Portuguese, no merchants of any 
worth will ever settle on Bombay whereby to increase its revenue 
On the contrary it will go less daily by reason of the inhabitants 
fears from the Portuguese Moors and Shivdjis, agamst whom 
they are sensible we have not strength to defend the i8land, 
though we may the fort. Should those vain rash” Portuguese 
invade the island, we will do our utmost to repel them But as we 
have formerly advised, we are in great want of small arms and 
hand granadoes, great quantity thereof being embezzled in the war, 
and small recruits come out these last seven years, We also want 
a supply of English powder. 


Five days later (February 21st) Sir John Gayer resumed: In 
our last we advised your Honours of the threats of the,Portuguese 


1 Letter from the General and Deputy Governor and Council at Bombay to the 
Gourt of Directors, 16th February 1700, para, 23, m Sec. Out. L, B. Zof 1699 - 1702, 


Chapter I. 
History. 


Portnguese, 
1700, 


Chapter I, 
History. 

Portuguese, 
1700. 


(Historical 
128 BOMBAY TOWN 


who with the machvds anchored the 15th instant off Mahim river, 
Next day they stood in pretty nedr this road and afterwards pro- 
ceeded to their armada lately come from Goa, which lay offat anchor 
before Chaul, all according to their accustomed pride vanity and folly 
breathing out threatenings against this island. At flight seven sail 
of Arabs appeared before Versiva (Vesdva). Next day they landed a 
number of men (how many we know not) at Manora a little to the south- 
ward thereof, and burnt several of the Portuguese aldeas or farms. 
This put the Portuguese.twenty times faster on the run to this 
island for shelter than they by their threats had caused the inhabitants 
of the said island to filytothem. Next day the Arabs assaulted Vesdva 
fort and took-it, presently putting the Portuguese of all sorts to the 
sword. This hath possessed them with such a panic fear that several 
thousands of the inhabitants of their country are fled hither with 
the Padre Superior of Bandra and several Europeans in offices of 
trust, leaving that place for the Arabs to destroy without resist- 
ance. The Arabs fearing they shall meet with opposition have 
not hitherto been so courageous as to attempt Mahim. These 
last three days we have not heard of any action on one side 
or other. Ifthe Arabs would follow the stroke they might be 
master of all Sdlsette in two days without any considerable opposi- 
tion from the Portuguese though bhnt the day before the Arabs’ in- 
vasion the Portuguese were so proudly conceited of their opinionated 
valour that they had almost divided Bombay in their imaginations 
amongst them. The Arab ships still lie before Ves4va which makes 
the Portuguese thiak that they are fortifying that place more strongly 
in order to their holding it. ‘The Portuguese armada consisting of 
two ships, one about 40 the other 28 guns, with two ketches of about 
14 guns each and two galivats of about 6 guns each, with about 40 
boats of war and about 100 merchants’ small vessels lie at Chaul 
without endéavouring anything that we yet hear of to the relief 
of their country. Neither do we hear that their new vain proud 
Captain General makes any provision by land to oppose the Arabs. 
If the Arabs should fortify Vesdva to that degree as to keep the 
place, they will be ill neighbours. If care be not taken by the 
Evfrope nations to correct their piratical growing insolence, in a little 
time they will be formidable in these seas as they daily increase 
thei# number of shipping of considerable force and entertain all 
rascally deserters of Europeans of all sorts. 


We have put this island into the best posture of defence we can, 
though it is not our opinion that they will at this time assault us. 
Still, if they are not checked in their career, the commodiousness 
6f*the harbour for the winter will hereafter induce them to 
endeavour to gain it.’ Though the place they have now in their 
possession will harbour any of their ships in the river clear of 
all danger, but the going in and out is difficult. We have received 
no letters from Surat these thirteen days; therefore suppose the 
Portuguesethave intercepted all both from them and us." 


s ~ 
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Some months after Sir John Gayer left for Surat, In Janudry 1701 
tthe Deputy Governor of Bombay gent him the following Lieutenant 
Shaw advises us that the Portuguese have placed guards at Bandra 
and over against Sion, hindering provisiSns from being brought 
over, or our inhabitants that are there to return. Of this there is 
no ieal certainty as yet. We believe‘it only a bounce as usual from 
those proud and beggarly people, Their pretence for this action 
1s that we are spies and keep a machva and bouny boat abroad 
to advise their enemies the Shivajis and Arabs of their strength. 
This their foolish jeajousies and fear together with their arrogancy 
and pride will at one time or other prove fatal to them. If we 
hear of any further certainty of this, or that they should proceed 
to any acts of hostility, we shall use the necessary diligence to 
prevent such the evil designs and have a watchful eye over 
them.! 


A week later, on the 30th January 1701, the Deputy Governor of 
Bombay issued the following order to Lieut. Shaw : Mr. Aislabie 
is gone to Méhim, from whom you will receive the necessary 
orders concerning the smack and machva* haying sent Serjeant 
Moore and nine topasses to be employed in them as shall be thought 
fit We have ordered both of them to lie on the side over against 
Curlee (Kurla) Block House at the usual place as formerly, which 
we suppose both this and Boatswain Wright are acquainted with 
to prevent the Portuguese blocking up the passage of the river and 
to protect such boats as belong or others that are coming to the 
island with batty. We have likewise ordered Nr. Wright if on 
occasion of the Portuguese committing any acts of hostility, of 
which he cannot timely advise us, ta follow your orders and do you 
forthwith advise us thereof. In case there be any numbers of 
batty boats coming to the island, we have ordered Boatswain Wright 
with the machva to weigh anchor and sail in company of them to 
protect them from the Portuguese # 


A week later (5th February 1701) the Deputy Governor wrote: 
The Portuguese still continue to impede all manner of provisions 
evming to this island. Various are the reports given out on this 
account. ‘The chief reason, as we can learn, is occasioned by* tlteir 
armada which is at present at Bassein and Vestiva, doing what they 
are accustomed to do whilst they are there. We suppose when 
they are gone there will be free passage as formerly. They are 
bound as we hear for the Gulf of Persia. Hecontinues: About ten 
days ago the Portuguese from their block house at Curley (Kurla) 
fired several small shots at boats coming over to this island with 
rice to command them thither. This being a thing unusual and te 
prevent their blocking the passage of the river we sent to Sion the 
smack and small machva to lie over against the said block house. 
They were ordered to secure the passage of the river, and convoy 


. 
1 Bomb Dep. Govr Mr, John Burniston and Council to Surat, 23rd January 1701, 

Sec. Out. L. B 7 of 1699 - 1702, 23. 

ot Boutey Govt. to Lieut. Shaw, 30th January 1701, Seca Out, L, B. 7 of 1699- 


B1185—17 


Chapter I. 
istory- 


Portuguese 
Obstiuction, 
1701. 


Ciuizing near 
Kurla, 
1701, 


Chapter I. 
"History* 
Cruzing near 


Kurla, 
4701, 


Portuguese 
and Atubs, 
1701. 


fristorical 
130 BOMBAY TOWN 


in all such°boats as are bound hither without giving any manuer 
of ocgasion of offence, but to defend themselves if assaulted, Since 
which we have not heard of any further firing! 


A fortnight later (22nd February 1701) the Deputy Governor 
resumes: The Portuguese flourish is over and provisions are brought 
to the island as formerly.? ‘ 


On the 9th August the Deputy Governor addressed Lieut. Shaw ; 
This evening the Deputy Governor received a letter from Alvaro 
Muzello wherein he writes that the Portuguese inhabitants of the 
Cassabi of Méhim were alarmed with a notion of a parcel of Shivaji 
galivats being abroad (as they feared) with a desigy- upon this 
island. It being now the time that‘they venture out, you are 
hereby ordered to direct (for the present) such as were the militia 
before the wars to watch for the better security of the island and 
its inhabitants.$ 


On the 26th August Lieut. Shaw received orders requiring him 
upon no account except in his own defence to discharge any oné or 
more of his great guns gt any boat that shall pass up or down Méhim 
river, at the same time advising him to prevent any infringement of 
Bombay privileges or any defrauds m the customs or disrespect, 
and promising very speedily to send one of the large machuds to he 
and cruize in the said river. This.order Lieut Shaw was directed 
to observe. When the machva was with him he was, without 
any blood being shed, to cause all boats that passed up or down 
the said river to pay the customary duties except the King of 
Portugal’s own boats which he was to let pass without interrup- 
tion.* 

On the 29th November this order was issued to Corporal John 
Mitchell: These are to order you to weigh your anchor and having 
received on board Captain Stacy’s son-in-law, make the best of your 
way to Robin the Butcher's island, hearing the Portuguese have been 
there and cut down several trees. Examine into that matter, then 
return and bring an account thereof.® 


Two years later (January 1704) the following details are given 
of am engagement between the Portuguese and Arabs: The 22nd 
in the evening the Portuguese, being seven capital ships, weighed 
in fhe road, berthing themselves opposite to the same number of 
Arabs. About four o’clock the Portuguese began to assault the 
Arabs very, briskly. They fought an hour at anchor, and, night 
coming on, the two greatest of the Arabs cut, and making the 
best of their way out to sea, were pursued by all the Portuguese 

"Bombay Deputy Governor and Council to Surat General Sir John Gayer and 
Council, 5th February 1701, Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699 - 1702, 27. 


? Bom. to Surat, 22nd Feb. 1701, Sec, Out, Letter Book 7 of 1699-1702, 3-4. 

3 Bombay Govt, Order to Lient. W. Shaw, 9th August 1701, Sec. Out, L. 3.7 of 
1699-3702, 70, 

‘ Bombay Govt Order to Lieut. W. Shaw, 26th August 1701, Sec. Out. L. B, 7 of 
1699-1702, 74¢75. Foriest’s Home Series, I. 167. 

& Bombay Deputy Governor and Council to Co: poral John Mitchell, 29th Novem- 
ber 1701, Sec. Out L. B 7 of 1699-1702, 103. Forrest’s Home series, I. 168, For 
the name Robla the Butcher, see below note 5a at the end of the Chapter. 
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The rest of the Arabs endeavoured coming over the dar into the 
river. The seven Portuguese’ chased the two largest of their 
sbips that they pretend slipped them in the night and went their 
way down the coast. The Cathe1in relates the largest of the 
Aiabs was ab,one time battered by five Portuguese that got 
nothing but shame and dishonour by the bargain, making no better 
use of such a favourable opportunity for destroying them, three of 
the Arabs’ capital ships being then in the river 3 


The following are instances of the ferry convoy and other petty 
civilities by which the Bombay Government strove to keep on good 
terms with both Sidi and Marétha Orders issued on 17th July 
1701 to Mir Duuren- Permit ten of the Shiv4ys belonging to their 
galivat to come on shore to dinner, but let none of them bring arms 
with them? 


To Ensign William Moore, the 3rd August: On receipt hereof repair 
on board the Right Honourable Company’s double masted machva 
and carry her to the Custom House Bay where you must wait the 
coming out of the passage boat which you are to convoy as far as 
the mouth of Trombay, there bemg a Mo@hal’s officer on board, 
Having conducted him thither return with all expedition.$ 


To Mr Bartlett, the 20th September: On receipt hereof, having 
all your men on board, with the eleven of the Sidi’s people and 
your five Cowrtes (Aha: vig or seamen) whom we have ordered on you, 
weigh your anchors and make the best of your way to Ondry where 
being arrived, land the foresaid people with all convement speed and 
without anchoring if possible That being done, make the best of 
your way hither again. But forasmuch as you are not thoroughly 
acquainted with the passage, we would have you refer to your 
tindal as to carrying the vessel into that port and bringing her 
out again.‘ 

To Mr. George Ward, Master of the Benjamin yatch (yacht), 
the 24th March 1702- On receipt hereof the Sidi being on board, 
wind and tide permitting, weigh your anchors and make the best 
of your way to Ondry. Being there arrived you are to land him 
with all convenient speed and then to make the best of your, way 
back again to this port, While the Sidi is on board let him*be 
treated civilly} 

, To Mr. Lott of the Josia, the 8rd April: On receipt hereof* the 
sxoosberdars (probably Gazbardérs that is rod or mace bearers) and 
their people being on board, and wind and tide * permitting, 
weigh your anchors and make the best of your way to Danda 


_—e 


1 Surat Council, 25th January 1704. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 266. 

®The Secretary Mr. Warring by order of the Deputy Governor to Mr. Van 
Dauren and Mr Hartley, dated Bombay Castle, 17th July 1701, Sec. Out Letter Book 
7 of 1699 - 1702, 65. 

§ Bom, Gov. Order to Ensign W. Moore, 8rd August 1701, Sec. Out Letter Book 7 
of 1699 - 1702, 69 e 

4The Deputy Governor and Council to Mr. Richard Bartlett, 20th September 1701, 
Sec Out, Letter Book 7 of 1699-1702, 83. 

5 Bombay Deputy Governor and Council to Mr George Ward, Master of the 
Benjamin Yatch, 24th March 1702, Sec, Out, Letter Book 7 of 1699 }702, 144, 
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Réjpuri, taking under your convoy and charge the,boat that your 
necessaries and lumber are on bqard of. Being arrived at that 
port, land the said Goosberdars with all expedition. That being 
done make as speedy return as possible. While the Goosberdars are 
on board let them be treated civilly? 


-To Captain Ward on the 9th May: These are to order you to 
receive on board Devaon (Diwén) Abdul Gaphur and his people with 
tReir necessaries and transport them to Ondry. Likewise goes with 


~you one of the Sidi’s boats whom you are to take under your convoy ; 


also take the two-masted maehvas to accompdény you. When yoa 
have seen them safe ashore return with all expedition. 


During the whole two years (1700 and 1701) both Marethds and 
Sidis required constant watching. On the 28th November 1700, 
very soon after Sir John Gayer had left Bomhay, the Deput 
Governor wrote to Surat: We shall according to your Excellency’s 
orders hasten the fitting the smack and two machvds. In the 
meantime we think of sending out the machea and bonny boat to 
eruize between Basseiy and Mdhim to bring in what merchants 
vessels they shal! meet with, the Shivajis having as we are informed 
taken, two boats belonging to the island since your Excellency 
went. 


On the 28th December (1700) they resume: We continue the 
bonny boat and machra cruizing and have not since heard of any 
acts of hostility committed by the Shivajis on any vessels belong- 
ing to the island. They have returned the two shibars with the 
cargoes taken befére your Excellency went hence. The amack is 
launched and with the two machvds shall be fitted with all expedi- 
tion. She will be sufficient for cruizing and convoys. And we 
shall use our endeavours with the merchants to pay sufficient 
convoy money to defray. the charges of all.* 


In the same letter Mr. Burniston notices: Captain Colliere met 
in his way witlf eight sail of Ara“s. As they showed no colours 
at first he obliged one of them by firing » shot thwart his forefoot 
to-send his boat om board and give am account who they were. 
‘Pheystold they were bound to Diu. 


He adds: We shall not molest the Shivdjis if they do not molest 
us, keeping always cruizers out to oblige them to civility. 


On the 13th March 1701, the Deputy Governor , of Bombay 
wrote to Sir Jobn Gayer in Surat: The Mardtbds are become our 
enemies as appears by their taking several vessels belonging to the 
island. Af the same time they came in hete pretending to make 
satisfaction for what they formerly robbed and to restore what was 
ee ae ee a ee et ee ee ee eS 

1 Bom, Gov. to Mr. Charles Lott, Master of the Josia Brigantine, Bombay Castle, 
3rd April 1702, m Sec, Out Letter Book, 7 of 1699 - 1702, 147. 
st ine era to Captain George Ward, 9th May 1702, Sec. Ont Letter Book 7 
* Bombay to turat, 28th Nov, 1700, Sec, Out. I, Book 7 of 1699 - 1702, 1-2, 


; Bom to Surat, 28th Dec, 1700, Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699-1702, 12, 
Bom, to Surat, 28th Dec, 1700, Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699- 1702, 13, 15, 
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lately taken. We find all a mere pretence and ofly to bring 
further trouble on us as your Qxcellency and Council will see by 
Sidi’s letters which we herewith remit together with our answer. 
We assure your Excellency we have not*permitted the Marathds to 
carry the least thing from hence nér of late to stay in the port 
that we may not give the Sidi any disgust. Of two evils it is best 
to choose the least esteeming it better. If forced to be at variance 
with esther, 1t is best to quarrel with the Mardéthds, though we 
shall do our endeavour to keep fair with both. The Portuguese 
take the opportunity to do us all the unkind offices that may be, as 
we are informed. While Dioab (Dorébj) was with the Sidi, he 
caused his Portuguese Sirwan (escrivan) or writer to read the 
Captain of Chaul’s letter then received. The Captain acquainted 
him that the Shivdjis had little o: no powder or ball in Koléba, but 
he knew from whence they would be supplied and that boats were 
gonc for it, meaning to Bombay, as the Sidi told Droab, We also 
hear that while one of the Subheddrs from Cundry was here one 
Manoell Morais De Carvalhios came to Méhim to treat with the 
said Subheddr. On what account we cannot as yet learn, but ina 
day or two shall be able to further advise." 


A fortnight later (26th March) the Bombay Deputy Governor wrote 
to the Comt: The Sidi and the Shivd4jis have had several ski2mshes 
of late The Sidi with a considerable force both by sea and land, 
hath laid siege to a small fort called Koldba (off Alibig) within four 
or five leagues of this port. He hath assaulted and endeavoured 
to scale it, but without suecess, being forced to retreat with the 
loss of a great many men as reported. This loss hath so aggravated 
him that he sticks not to lay the cause of his ill success on us, 
wiiting a very peremptory letter falsely accusing us with assisting 
his enemies with ammunition. Our ill neighbour the proud an 
beggarly Portuguese is not wanting on such occasions to do us 
all unkind offices. He is the person that insinuated the Sidi into 
a belict hereof, but we have undeceived him and fade it appear to 
the contrary to his satisfaction. The Shivajis are in reality friends 
to none, but as pirates and rovers take all vessels they can over- 
power. These disturbances have occasioned us to be on our guard 
and prepared to receive any that shall presume to any attempt.” 


Two days later (28th March) Mr J. Burniston, the Deputy Gov- 
ernor, writes to Surat: At present there is no right understanding 
between the Sid: and Shivéjis. In the latest skirmish the Sidi 
as reported bath had a considerable loss, though by his letters to us 
(Bombay Governor) which go herewith, giving an account of the 
action, he pretends the contrary. He hath been very urgent.with 
us to send a chyrurgeon ta dress his wounded men saying he would 
hear all charges and look on it as a great favour done to the king 
his master. Dr, Thompson proffering his service we consented to 
his going, who desired we would spare the black fellow that assists 


4 Bom, Depnty Governor Mr, Burniston and Council to Sir John Gayer and Council 
at Surat, 13th March 1701, Sec Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699 - 1702, 42-43, 
? Bombay to Court, 26th March 1701, Sec. Out, Letter Book 7 of 1699 - 1702, 46, 
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in the hospital for two or three days in case he should have occa- 
sion te make any amputations , tha there was none to be got here 
that knew how to assist 8Q well as him; and that Dr. Skinner had: 
no cause to complain of our ordering any of his assistants away 
as he did not need them at that time, having but thxee sick inthe 
hospital. The Deputy Governor ordered Mr. Foibes to write 
Dr. Skinner a note, copy of which we here remit. His most scurrilous 
auswer, also remitted, shows the pride and factiousness of that vain 
man of whom we could give a larger character of his abuses and 
disobedience to Government making him sensible of them, -but 
thought it more fit for crimes of the nature to wait your Excel- 
lency’s orders,! 


In the same letter the Deputy Governor adds: The Sidi still 
continues his siege without doing any great matters at Koldba. 
We shall be watchful to give a warm welcome to the Shivajs 
or any others who may presume to attempt any thing on this 
island, 


On the 29th August 1701 Lieut. Shaw has these order's to prevent 
the evasion of customs dues: Herewith comes one of the Right 
Honourable Company’s machvés manned as usual to whom you 
must give orders to constrain any merchants’ vessels that shall 
endeavour to evade it to come to the custom house and pay the 
usual duties there. When the weather is fair, let her every now 
and then go out and cruize off the river’s mouth, but let her not 
fail of returning again every time she goes out to her station in 
the river ere night..She is to remain with you to be employed as 
above mentioned until we shall order to the contrary.’ * + 


Other orderg issue from time to time to keep a watch on 
suspicious Mardtha Arab French and other vessels. ‘To 
Myr. Mercer on the 8th October 1701: On receipt of this repair on 
board the Right Honourable Company’s Sittee and having all your 
men and provisions on board, and wind and tide permitting, weigh 
your anchors and make the best of your way out of the harbour. 
Between the mouth of the harbour and the point of Malabar Hill 
you,are to cruize till we shall order the contrary. If within the 
bounds and time of your cruize you should happen to meet with 
any Shivaji or other boats that have taken any boat or boats 
beloriging to this island, you are to endeavour to retake it or them. 
This you may effect without much trouble. For if you chase them 
we doubt not*but they will let such prize or prizes go rather than 
pretend to stand the brunt unless they know themselves strong 
enough to cope with you, which if you perceive you must not he 
sé r&sh as to run the vessel or yourselves into danger. Likewise 
if in your said cruize you should spy any ship or ships in the offing 
and can discover what it or they be without hazarding the safety of 
your boat and men which you must on no account do, make the 
best of your way into the road and acquaint us therewith. Fail 

e ’ 


1 Bombay to Surat, 28th March 1701, Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699-1702, 48. 

2 Bombay to Surat, 28th March 1701, im Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 1699-1702, 51. 

4 Bom, Gov, Order to Lt. Shaw, 29th Aug. 1701, Sec, Out, L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 76. 
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not, if possibly you can, of returning into this road every night and 
of bringing the vessel to anchay in or nigh her usual berth? You 
are not to molest the Shivajis upon any account whatsoever 
otherwise than as before directed.’ . 


To Lieut. Shaw on the 20th November 1701: We received both 
yours this afternoon. According to the account given you by the 
Serjeant of the machva Raols we believe them to be Arabs’ ships 
which you may have further notice of by to-morrow. Meantime see 
ant call the militia together that you may be ready on any occasion 
if they should make &ny assault on the island to receive them and 
defend yourselves. Give order hkewise to all the outworks at 
Warli to be on their duty, keeping a strict watch taking the Gentu 
soldiers off fiom the work they areabout. And see and order them 
as you think most convenient that they may not be surprized. 
Powder shall be sent you to-night and what else you want let us 
know. You must supply the mihtia. We now send you our small 
fleet which place between Warl: point and Bandra Ifthe Arabs 
should otfer to come into our river resist them, or if they should be 
landed on our island before our fleet arrivé, then let the fleet go 
where the Arab boats are, and use their utmost diligence to cut 
them off. By no means offer to board them lest they should 
overpower our vessels. Send the small machva to see what further 
discovery they ean make, but be sure they take care not to run in 
danger. Wesend up Ensign Moore to your assistance. Be sme 
to let us hear from you as often as occasion offers. By the fleet 
we send you two barrels English powder, a thousand musquet balls, 
five hundred flints, and fifty cwt. of match. Ifthe Arabs should 
come with a great fleet of boats, which they commonly do on such 
occasions and some very large that carry five or six guns and a 
great many men, then let our fleet weigh and retire under protection 
of the fort. But keep firing on them as we retire ‘and take the 
opportunities of destroying said boats if they should land.’ 


To Lt. Shaw on the 25th November 1701- We have ordered this 
night our three mackvds to anchor in the Back Bay, hearing a 
large fleet of the Shivdjis are out Jn case they meet with no Shivajis, 
then in the morning to make the best of their way to MéAim. 
On their arrival we would have you order the Sittee with you to 
join with them, and proceed as far as Vesdva and then retutn to 
their usual berths if they meet with no opposition. We likewise 
order you to deliver powder and ball to the militia and order them 
to be in a readiness in case of any alarm. We would have you 
keep a man at Vesiva to advise the transactions of the Shivdjis, 
of' which give us due intelligence. oe 

To Mr. Ward on the 12th August 1702: On receipt hereof 
uncover the vessel, hoist her yards and top masts, bend all her 
sails, load all her guns with shot and cartridge, and put her in all 
respects in the great readmess and best posture of defence you can. 

id 


1 Bom. Gov. to Mr. John Mercer, 8th Oct. 1701, Sec Out. L. B.7 of 1699- 1702, 81-82. 
? Bom. Gov, to Lieut. Shaw, 20th Nov. 1701, Sec, Ont. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 96-97. 
3 Bom, Gov. to Lieut. Shaw, 26th Nov. 1701, Sec, Out..L, B, 7 of 1699-1702, 100. 
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The ship that was seen to the northward for six or seven days pnst 
came yesterday in the evening abgit the point of Oll Woman’s 
Island. It is as we are informed a French ship. She is now riding 
at anchor off this harbour? 


To Mr. Charles Lott, the 25th August 1702: -On receipt hereof, 
the weather being fair, weigh your anchors and sail out as faras 
the reef of Old Woman’s Island. Between which and this road 
cTuize till the flood is made, with which you must return to your 
usual berth here, unless in the evening you shall see any boats at 
the outermost fishing stakes. In such case you are to bring the 
vessel toan anchor as near the stakes as conveniently you can. 
Continue there all the night, if the weather will permit you with 
safety so to do, to protect them from molestation from the Shivays 
or others, returning next morning to inform us what occurrences 
you.shall have met with? 


To Lt. Shaw, 19th December 1702: When the machva goes out 
a cruizing, order her not to go far off and not to go near any large 
vessel she may see, unless they know her full well to be no enemy but 
to belong to this island, for that we hear Kénhoji Angria with a 
grab and ten or twelve galvets is abroad to the northward.? : 


To Lt. Shaw, 22nd December 1702. This accompanies one of out 
matrosses and five European sentinels to go-on board the machea, 
who on their arrival, put on board her, and give Corporal Mitchell 
orders, wind and tide permitting, to weigh and stand out early 
to-morrow morning to cruize between Vesdva and the point of 
Malabar Hill to dbserve as far as possible the motion of saan 
Angria and his fleet. If they shal] attack or take any vessels 
bound to this port, order Corporal Mitchell to use his utmost 
endeavour to defend or redeem the captures ; but on no other account 
to molest the ,Angrids unless they assault him In such case he is to 
do them all the damage he can. What ammunition she will now have 
occasion for more than is on board her, you must supply her with ; 
an account of which send us and the same quantity shall Le 
returned you from this garrison.‘ 


Among the civil or domestic orders of these years the following 
may be noted: To Ensign Shaw, the 8th April 1695. These are 
to enorder you when any Callimbimes and Bundcrines (Kunbis 
and Bhandaris) which live in the addas (vAdis or gardens) come to you 
for a thit to have the country music that you give them one without 
taking anything from them. Likewise you are to take notice that 
the Serjeant of Sion is ordered to give chits to those people that 
ljve near to his post. You are to give no chit for the country music 
on the Sabbath day. Similar order to Serjeant Swan.® 


* Bom, Gov. Order to Mr. George Ward, Master of the Benjamin Yatch, 13th 
August 1702, Sec. Out. L B, 7 of 1699-1702, 183. 

*Bom Gov. Order to Mr. Charles Lott, Master of the Josiah Brigantine, 25th 
es cae 1702, h&c. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 186. 

om. Gov. to Lieut. Shaw, 19th Dec, 1702, Sec. Out. L B. 7 of 1699-1702, 215. 
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Of domestic difficulties the Deputy Gevernor reports the following 
to Surat aud to the Court in‘ November 1700 and Mareh,1701 
On the 24th instant (November 1700), m the evening happened a very 
unlucky passage betweea Mr. Enoch Walfh and Mr. Ralph Hariley, 
the latter bemmg wounded im threo places ‘'hese at trst we did not 
know buat mght prove mortal. But by God Almghty’s providence 
he 15 finally recovered and the doctor says there 1s no danger. 
Mr Walsh 1s close prisoner im one of the chambers over the prisou 
im the fort, where he shall continue till your Excellency’s fuither 
pleasure 13 known concerning lnm, as hkewise about Mr. Hartley.t 


On the 27th March they write: Mr. Thomas Woodford one of 
your Honours’ factors that came outin the Thomas and was ein- 
ployed m your Custom House here for the receiving of the revenues, 
proved very unfaithful in squandering and making away a consider- 
able sum of your Honours’ cash as appears by the enclosed 
account He did clandestinely leave the island and was absent 
about two months, bug returnmg we secured him and is at present 
under confinement in the garrison. We should have sent him home 
by the ship but that there were too many swch ordered on her® 


Oa the 28th March they resume (to Surat): As to Hall, had 
there been any hopes of reclaiming him by being reduced as your 
Excellency 18 pleased to duect, we should have done it. But as 
he 1s a restless factious and turbulent spmited man ever promoting 
and carrying on his rascally designs he would be always seducing 
others to be confederates with him. ‘Therefore as you were pleased 
to leave 16 to us, we thought it with submission much better to be 
rid of such a scabby sheep that he might not infect the flock. So 
have sent him home on the Tuvistoch? In the same letter they 
contmue. Mr. Harbin 1s reclaimed and diligent in busmess, promis- 
ing never to be guilty of such errors m tuture We hope now 
Mr. Walsh and other factidus persons being goue, we shall fiad more 
qmetness If any prove disobedient and disturbers to the Govern- 
ment, we shall not fail to advise well knowing your Excellency will 
order them their due deserts.* 


The wished-for quietness does not seem to have come On the 
26th August on areport from Jaeut Shaw that a Proclamatidn had 
been torn down by some person unknown, the Deputy Governor 
regretted there should be any person on this island so disrespevtful 
to Government as to tear a Proclamation Since there 1s and that 
so high a misdemeanour may (if posstble) be duly rewarded, Lieut. 
Shaw was ordered to give public notice that any person that shall 
discover the said offenders shall be liberally rewarded.5 


On the 19th September 1701 in consequence of the robbery ¢f 
several Moormens’ houses orders were issucd that no Cofferies 


1 Bombay Deputy Governor and Council to Surat, 28th Novembor 1700, Sec Out. 
L. B 7 of 1699-1702, 2 

? Bombay to Court, 27th March 1701, Sec. Out. L, B 7 of 1699-1702, 46 

3 Bombay to Sarat, 28th March 1701, See Ont J. B 7 of 1699-1702, 47 

* Bombay to Surat, 28th March 1701, Sec. Out. LB. 7 of 1699-1702, 49 
» > Bom Gov, Order to Lient. dhaw, 26th August 1701, Sec, Out Letter Book 7 of 
1699-1702, 74. Forest's Tome Series, I, 167. 
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that is Zarfzibar slaves be permitted to go off the island, either at 
Mahim Warli or Sion.! : 

The 1702 records contain notices of three matters of some interest, 
the mmprovement of Mahim fort in J une, the celebration of the 
accession of Queen Anne in early November, and hate in the same 
month a severe hurricane, Of the improvement of Mahim fort the 
following details are preserved in a consultation of the Surat Council 
dated 12th June 1702: 


About the beginning of last rains (1701) the governor of 
Surat having given .us cause to suspect that he had a design to 
invade Bombay, we ordered the Deputy Governor and Council to 
consult with the engineer and commission officers about adding 
some strength to the little fort at Méhim with all possible speed, 
allowing them to spend three thousand Xeraphins thereon if need 
required it. Now after they had made some progress herein they 
wrote us that it would cost more than we had allowed them to 
bestow on it. In answer to which we wrote that though it did, they 
should use all possible diligence to finish it, When we thought 1t 
had been near done, tifey sent us a model of what they designed to 
erect, noting how far the work was carried on and how much it had 
and would cost, Thesum expended was Xs, 3397, and the work was 
not more than one-sixth completed, At all this we were extremely 
surprised, but they laid the blame on Mr. Van Duuren who made 
such an erroneous computation. Now we were not only surprised 
at the extraordinary charge that it would amount to, but that the 
work was not abpve one-sixth part done, which we designed for 
an immediate strength to the island, in case it should be invaded 
by the Moors or Portuguese, with whom we had reason to expect 
a breach and that speedily, Another thing that troubled us much 
was our fear that in time the sea might wash part of it away, 
and then sé much money would be ill bestowed. However, 
seeing they had gone on so far and that it would add great 
strength to the island when finished and greatly augment the 
custom of Mdhim, we ordered that if they could be assured that 
it would be in no danger from the sea, they should use all 
possible diligence-to get it finished.? ‘ 

In the matter of Queen Anne’s accession on the 4th November 
1708 Lt, Shaw received the following orders: The enclosed is copy 
of the proclamation for Queen Anne by which do you about the 
hour of 10 to-morrow morning proclaim her at Mahim in public, 
the militia and all your garrison soldiers being under arms, and 
all the eminent merchants and inhabitants of the Cassaby assembled. 
Asaoon as the proclamation is read, give three Hussaees. Then causa 


1 Bom, Gov. Orders to Lieut. Shaw and Serjeant Barlow, 19th September 1701, 
Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 79. Lieut Shaw was m charge of Mahim Warland 
Sion ports and forts and Serjeant Barlow of Maézgaon 3 ae See page 71 of the same 
volume, Capfain Mitchell George was in charge of Dongri fort (11th August 1701) 
When he became sick he gave over charge to Ensign William Sheppard. 

? Surat Consultation, 12th June 1702, Surat Fact, Diary 3 of 1701-4, 31. Forrest's 
Home Series, I. 241, 
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the mulrtia to fire three volleys, and then discharge as many of your 
great guns as conveniently you,can. In the evening pertor a the 
usual solemnity for the day by making a bonfire * 


About three weeks later all the small boats of the island are said 
to have been destroyed by afurious storm? On the 80th November 
the Bombay Government issued the followmg orders to Lieutenant 
Shaw Al the Right Honourable Company’s mango and such like 
trees blown down in the late hurricane, you are to take under 
your care preserving for the Company’s use such part of them as 
inay be fit for timber. The rest we would have you sell to the 
chunam makers at the best rate you can, 1b being good wood for 
their use? About a fortnight later a second order issued Sell 
what you can of the Right Honourable Company’s palincers that 
were blown down; also of the jack trees that are not fit ior plank, 
but such as are, preserve for that use * 


The first main division of Bombay history closes with the union 
of the Old and New Compames Notice of the union and details of 
the articles which had been accepted in London on the 1.t January 
1702 reached Surat in December 1702 A Consultation at Surat 
dated the 9th December reeords the following details The 4th 
instant late at mght, received letters dated the 12th October fious 
the President and Council of the Coast, mclosing 21 articles for a 
union agreed between the two Compames m January 1702, the 
same confirmed by a letter they received by the Colchester from 
the Court of Directors dated the 10th January last (1702) (copy of 
which lkewise enclosed), mformmg them that the general Courts of 
both Companies (English and London) had veaune contiaduente 
avreed upon a union, which was then bemg diawn into form by 
Council,and would be completed in alittle time — Resolved im Council 
next day 5th December that copy of the said articles and letter 
(bemg the first notice we had received from any factory on the other 
side aud to this day no general Hutope letters) should be tanly 
transcribed and enclosed in a private letter. Sir Nicholas Waite 
was then desired to write Sir John Gayer (a letter} to be delivered 
hum by the Secretary. Sir John Gayer accordingly published m 
their factory the purport of the said umon the same or the day 
after he had received it from us Then their chef broker and 
an emment Persian merchant told the governor the certain unien of 
both Companies Sir John Gayer also explamed anew General and 
Couneil were commg out upon the next ship, and that the new 
factory was to embark away. He therefoie desired leave for him- 
self and Mr. Colt to go down to Bombay to repan the Castle and 
other damages sustained by the late violent storm promising when 
finished they would return. 


1 Bom. Gov Order to Lieut. Shaw, 4th Nov. 1702, Sec Out L B 7 of 1699-1702, 202, 

2 Surat Diary, 8th Jan. 1703, Surat Factory Diary 4 of {702 - 1704, 74. 

3 Bom Gov Order to Lieut. W Shaw, 30th November 1702, Sec Out L. B.7 of 
1699-1702, 210 

4 Bom, Gov. Order to Lieut, W Shaw, 15th Dec 1702, Sec Out L. B. 7 of 1698-1702, 
a14 

5 Sir Nicholas Waite and W Proby’s Consultation at Surat dated 9th December 
1702 and 19th January 1703, Surat Factory Diary 4 of 1702 1704, 20-21, 88, 
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The Surat Diary of the Old Company céntains the following entry 
dated® 25th May 1704: This morning Vanmélidés came~ and 
acquainted us that the New Company’s broker Rustam had been 
with the governor and told him that all the Old Company’s servants 
were tarned out; that Sir Nicholas Waite was made chief; that 


the ship arrived at Bombay was consigned to him, and that the | 
‘Old Company had given the Queen of England one or two kbs | 


vf rupees to make their peace. When the governor asked him 
whether he night with safety cause us to-dehver the mney that 
we had seized of Abdnol Gaphur’s, Rustam said Yes, make them 
deliver. Sir John Gayer is nothing now, he cannot stop the port or 
do it auy mischief. Allthe power now isin my master’shand. The 
said Rustam told the governor he must secure Sir John Gayer and 
the Old Company’s servants to be answerable for the seeunty 
paper and the many lékhs of rapees the town merchants had, been 
robbed by the pirates. And all demands or debts that any people 
might make upon the Old Company’s factory he must make them 
give satisfaction, for his master would not be answerable for any 
thing} : « : j 
The Surat Diary contains the following entry regarding an 
enquiry made on the next day the 26th May: This day about 12° 
o’clock we were ordered by the General President and Council to go 
to the governor's house and answer such questions as should 
there he put to us relating to the settlement of the unrted trade 
according to their instructions to William Mildmay and the broker, 
Accordingly we went and were seated in a public place with the 
diwdn (the governor being in his private apartment), who ab firat 
coming asked several indifferent questions and despatched several 
persons to call the New Company’s people. After some time Mr, 
Jeremiah Bonne] and Mr. Edward Crowe came just as the governor 
was coming but of his apartment to go to prayers. Inthe yard the 
governor asked which was the New Company’s people and which was 
the Old. He then bid the diwdn sit down and examine’ into the 
papers and business we came about. Wilham Mildmay bid Vanthdli 
to ask the diwdn why the governor sent for us. He answered, To 
ask to whom that’ ship belonged that was lately arrived at Bombay. 
William Mildmay said it belonged to the united trade of both Com+ 
paris, Then who was Chief and General? FE answered Sir Nicholas 
Waite and John Gayer, Then who was President of Surat? I 
answered Sir Nicholas Waite. ‘Then the- diwién turned to Myr, 
Bonnel and Rustam their broker and asked them what they had 


‘to say. Mr. Bonnel said he was come there to talk with the 


egvernor not to the diwdn. Then the diwdn asked us if we had 
brought the papers from the Company to prove Sir John Gayer was 
General. William Mildmay said we had brought no papers, neither 
would we ever show our Masters’ orders to them, and sifco 
Mr. Bonnel would not answer to his questions we-would not 
answer to any morg neither, and desired liberty to go home. ‘After 


Surat Diary (of'Sir John Gayer and Messrs. Stephen Colt and E Bendall) dated « 


ing os 3704, Surat Factory Diary 3 of 1701-1704, 151, Forrest’s Home Serica, 1, _ 
uy 4 A) x » * x , 
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some time this was granted upon promise that we would come again 
at five o’clock if sent for. ‘ - 

In the evening we were sent for again by the governor, where 
we found Messrs. Bonnel and Crowe disconrsing with the diwd. 
So-scon as wecame the dwodn asked, us again fo whom that ship 
belonged that was afrived at Bambay. We answered we had 
told him before to the united trade of both Companies. ‘Thea who 
was General and Chief ; I answered, Sir John Gayer was General and 
ordered to reside at Bombay. "Who was President of Surat? [ 
answered Sir Nichelas Waite. Mr. Bonnel in Portuguese bid 
Rustam tell the diwdn Sir John Gayer was General, but it was but 
for three months. If he did not clear all the demands that were upon 
the Old Company mm that time, Sir Nicholas Waite was General, and 
must godown to Bombay. Wilham Mildmay was asked if that was 
true. He answered that if it pleased God Sir John should die or 
any unforeseen accident should happen to him in that time so that 


he could not go to Bombay, then Sir Nicholas Waite was General.’ 


But as to clearing all the Old Company’s accounts before he went, 
there was no occasion, for there would he those of the Old Company's 
servants left that would take care to pay What any one could justly 
demand of them. Then the diwan asked 1f neither of them could 
go, who was General then. We said his Worship Burniston, the 
present Deputy Governor, Wé2 desired to know upon what occasion 
all these questions were asked us, to which no answer was given. 
Then Mr. Boanel pulled out of his pocket the Hononrable Enghsh 
Company’s seal and Idid it before all the company and asked if 
Wilham Mildmay could deny that to be the Company’s seal, and 
whether the letters that now came were not sealed with it. Wilham 
Mildmay said he could not deny but that it was, and the letters were 
sealed with it as by agreement between the two Companies ‘in 
England when they nnited. Then Mr. Bonnel opeped the inden- 
ture of union in a page tarned down, clapped his hand upon it, and 
asked if we could deny the Old Company being turned out and 
the trade brought under the management of the New which that and 
the seal testified. William Mildmay said he did not deny anything 
contained in those writings, neither had he any orders to answer to 
sych questions, and asked the gentlemen the reason of their bringing 
these thmgs upon the stage. At this time (we stated) we had been 
-sufficiently depressed already: had they a mind to bury u& quite 
under ground. Mr. Bonnel said he followed his orders, we might 
follow ours. Mr, Crowe made answer, You may tifank yourselves 
for it: all this comes upon you through the message that was sent 
- by Sir John to Sir Nicholas that he designed to acquaint the governor 
of the settlement. Vanmdli told Wiliam Mildmay the diwdn asked 
if Sir John went away, who was there left so great as to giva 
answer for what demands might come upon the Old Company. 
William Mildmay said he knew well enough there was sufficient to 
satisfy all just debts that any one had upon us, therefore what 
matter who was left. He might give the diwdn what answer he 


pleased, those there would be left that would take care that-none’ 


should be sufferers on the Old Company’s account, 
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Then we Were all carried before the governor; Here'we wera 
again «asked who was General ang’ who. President, to’which we. 
auswered as before, The seal was again shown to the governor, 
What else passed there Was in Moores, which Wilham Mildmay. 
did not understand. Therefore, John Brangwin gives a deposition 
apart. But Usher Beag (Asa Beg) was ordered. to put a guard upon 
the General (Vanmélidas refusing tobe his security) and came home 


‘with us in the coach to see it done, and ordered fifty men to follow 


him to the factory. To this we can make oath.—(Signed), Willia 
Mildmay, Secretary, and John Brangwin, Senior Factor. ca 

In spite of the advantages secured by the union of the twa 
Companies affairs in Surat were farfrom prosperous. In June 1703 
and again in January 1704 the Directors called on their Councils: 
in Surat and in Bombay to. consider how .best the whole trade. 
could be centred in Bombay + Whether the merchants might not by 
some means be united:to come and take up their residence in 
Bombay,'or whether the transfer could be effected in any other 
way. On the 4th June 1703 they wrote regarding Bombay: 
"We will grudge no tolerable charge to make every part of the 
island defensible against any invasion, and to render it healthful,’ 
and invite inhabitants to reside on it! 


_ In spite of the Directors’ efforts life in Bombay seems to have been 
‘by no means agreeable. Two years later (January 1706) in a letter 
to the Qourt, Sir N. Waite the Deputy Governor of Bombay, gives 
the following details of the island: We are only eight covenant 
servants including the Council and but two that write, besides two 
raw youths taken ashore out of ships, and most of us often sick in 
this unhealthful depopulated and ruined island.* Three months 
‘later (18th April) he continues: We are now seven on the island 
and some of us greatly indisposed, and, but six commission officers. 
two of which often sick, artd under forty English sentinels, a parti-' 
cular true state of Bombay. vs 

Three weeks later (9th May) he writes: We axe six including, 
your Council and some of us often sick.: It is morally impossible 
without an overruling Providence to continue longer from going 
under ground if we have not a large assistance.® 

Nine months later (23rd January 1707) he moins: My continued, 
indisfosition and want of assistance in this unveryhealthful island’ 
has been laid before the managers and your Court. Yet I esteem 


‘Surat Consultation dated 26th May 1704, Surat Factory Diary 8 of 1701- 
17@4, §53-155, Forrest’s Home Series, I, 267-268. * 

2 Directors to Surat and Bombay, 12th January 1704, Compilation of Standing 
‘Orders, Vol. I of 1715 - 1721, 109. ae 

3 Directors to Bombay or Surat, 4th June 1703, para, 39, Compilation of 
Stendmg Orders, Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 141. 

4 Sir Nicholas Waite to the Conrt, Bombay Castle, 31st January 1706, Surat Fact. 
Diary 2 of 1699 - 1707, 396. : 

5 Sur Nicholas Waite tor the Court, Bombay Castle, 18th April 1706, Surat Fect. 
Diary 2 of 1699- 1707, 297. ‘ 

6 bir Nicholas Waite to the Court, Bombay Castle, 9th May 1706, Surat Fact, 
Diary 2 of 1699- 1707, 39% : 
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‘ 


myself -bound in gratitude and I will briefly inform what material 
occurs till I leave this place or the world « 


One reason why the early years of thg eighteenth century were 
unprosperous in Bombay was that the union of the Companies in 
1702 was only formal. So strong had been the rivalry between 
the two Companies and so opposed were the private interests of 
their servants that for several years, though outwardly hid, dis- 
trust and rivalry continued fresh and avtive. Though 1702 is the 
date of formal amalgamation, opposing interests were not united 
#111708. During these six years (1703 - 1708) occasional skirmishes 
at the outposts sometimes grew so warm that there was danger 
lest the war should be renewed. As the instructions from home 
to live in peace und quietness were positive, neither party ventured 
openly to disobey them. Sir Nicholas Waite, who had pertina- 
ciously endeavoured to prevent a union and to persuade the 
directors of his own Company: that it would be to their detriment, 
a8 soon as he heard that his remonstrances were unheeded and that 
a union would certainly take place, wrote and assured the directors 
of his resolution ‘to obliterate all past™heats’ and to hold 
friendly intercourse with Sir John Gayer and his Council The 
communications between the two Chiefs and ther Councils never 
went beyond formal civility. There was constraint on both sides ; 
nor did either place any reliange upon the good dispositions of the 
other.’ Probably neither party understood its own circumstances, 
certainly not the circumstances of the other. The difficulty of 
arriving at a complete agreement was enhanced in India by the 
rival interests of their servants which gave rise to incessant bicker- 
ings. At last the representatives of the two Companies consented 
to appeal to the Earl of Godolphin, Lord High ‘lreasurer of England, 
who after a most patient investigation of the questions in dispute 
published on the 29th of September 1708 his famous award. From 
that date the two Companies became in fact as well as in style 
‘The United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
East Indies.’ § 


‘Sir Nicholas Waite to the Court, Bombay Castle, 23rd January 1703, Surat 
Fact. Diary 2 of 1699 - 1707, 401 - 402 

3 Diary of the Enghsh Company’s Factory at Surat, 7th Feby. 1708. Anderson's 
English mm Western India (1854), 166. 

* Anderson’s English in Western India, (1854), 176, 
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Union‘of Companies (1708) to French War (1744). 
SECTION I—MILITARY AND POLITICAL. 


Perhaps the subject of ketnest local interest in Bombay during the 
first half of the eighteenth century was the discovery of the treasonable 
dealings with Angria carried on by a Bréhman named Rdma Kéméti, 
one of the leadmg Hindus of Bombay, In 1720 after long inquires the 


‘matter came for formal tnal. A Consultation of the Bombay Council 


dated 26th February 1720 records the following entry: The President lays 
before the Board translation of several papers, and letters containmg 
several informations of Réma Kémati having unlawfully and treacher- 
ously held and carried on a correspondence and trade with Kanhoji Angria 
both before and since the present war to the great dishonour and prejudice 
of the Right Honourable Company, All which are now read, and foi 
methodieal proceeding against him, it is ordered that Messrs. Walter 
Brown, John Courtney, Owen Philipps, and John Horne collect and diaw 
up from the said informations a regular charge and lay the same before 
the Board with all convenient speed ; that tall we can bring him to a tnal, 
lis moveable effects be gecured‘ under the Company’s seal;! that the 
receiver of the revenues take charge of the tobacco farm ; and that the 
vereadores of Bombay and Méhim take care of his oarts and those of the 
Right Honourable Company rented to him. The aforesaid papers 
likewise giving us some reasons to suspect that Dalba Bhandari has 
been an accomplice with Rama Kéméti in carrying on the said corre- 
spondence, resolved that a guard be immediately set on Dalba’s person 
and’goods till we can examine farther into this affair.’ : 

A Consultation of the 7th March continues: Conformable to an 
order of Council of 26th ultimo the charge against Rama Kaémati, 
consisting of seyen articles drawn up by Messrs. Brown, Courtnoy, 
Phillipps, and Horne are now read with the respective proofs to each 
article as “entered hereafter—Ordered that the Secretary deliver Réma 
Kémdti acopy of those articles in English signed by him, together 
with their trandlation in Portuguese, and require that he prepare to 
answer to the said charge before this Board on Thursday the 17th of 
this month (March 1720).5 

The seven articles of charge were as follows: Articles of treason 
and other high crimes exhibited by the Honourable C. Boone Esquire 
President and Governor of Bombay and Council on behalf of the 
Right , Honourable United Company of Merchants of England 
tradmg to the East Indies, against Rama Kdéméti Bréhman inha- 
bitant of Bombay, for several offences done and committed by him 
the said Rdma Kémé4ti, by advising abetting and assisting the 
enemy Kénhoji Angria, whereby he hath endangered the safety and 
welfare of the said Right Honourable Company by endeavourmg 
to introduce the enemy into the said island in order to subvert and 
extirpate the English and their Government thereof and to seize and 
biing into great peril the person of the said Honourable thé Gov- . 
ermor : ’ 

e 


1 Details of his trial are given in MS. Selections, Vol. 86 of 1720. 
2 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 26th Feby, 1720, Pub, Diary 1 of 1720, 18. 
3 Bom, Gov, Consultation, 7th March 1720, Pub, Diary 1 of 1720, 20. 
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1. That in or about the month of December in 1717 when the sad. 
Governor and President was in*treaty with Kénhoji Angria for the 
delivery of the ship Success belonging to Govardhandas, late broker to 
the Right Honourable Company, which had been some short time 
before taken tp by the said Angria, he the said Réma K4mati wrote 
a letter to Angris advising him that. the said ship did not belong te 
the Enghsh or any of ther dependants but to some merchants ip 
Surat and that therefore he need not deliver her up without a consider- 
able ransom. . 

2, That in Octobér 1718 after the breaking out of the war, he 
the sad Rama Kémati wrote a letter! to the said Angna telling him 
of the preparation and readiness of the English fleet to proceed against 
bm and particulaily that 1 had been resolved in Council at Bombay 
to make a descent on the island of Cundry (Kenery) on the 17th of 
said month and withal advising hm the said enemy to be on his guard 
and lay in provisions anda sufficient number of men and warhke 
stores for the defence of the said island of Cundry. 

8. That in or about the same month of October 1718 he did 
intercept or eause to be intercepted a letter Wntten by the directions 
of the Portuguese General of the North to the Honourable Governor 
and President of Bombay intimating an inclination in the Portuguese 
to enter upon a treaty for joining their forces to the English for the 
more vigorous carrying on of the war agamst Angria ; which letter 
he not only kept deo the knowledge of the said Governor and 
President but privately sent to the enemy with another from himself 
containmg further advices on that occasion. . 

4. That the said Réma Kéméti did counsel and advise the said 
enemy to attempt and invade the island of Bombay with armed force 
and to seize the person of the Honourable Governor thereof, laying 

“down a plan of the time and manner for’ putting in execution the 
said wicked purpose. - 


y 


1 Letter from Rima Kamati to Angria, 12th October 1718: To the opulent and 
magnificent as the sun, valorous and victorious, always courageous, the liberal, 
pradent, and pillar of fortitude, the essence of understanding, the protector of Brah- 
inang, defender of the faith, prosperous in all things, honoured of kings above ail 
couneillors, Senhor K4nboj1 Angria Sarqueel—Réamay Kaméti, your servant, writes 
with all veneration and readiness for your service, and with your favour I remain 
as always, Our General here has resolved in Council to attack and take the foft of 
Cundry, and thus 6 19 agreed to environ the said fort the 17th October, ang the 
armada powder and ball and all other necessaries for war are read I therefore 
siite your honour that you may have the said fort well furnshed. As Tor the side of 
Ra4jpuri, 1 have spoken to and agreed with Ali Naik Lokandi that they of Raypuri 
shall not help either party: thus I have given this notice. I do not write more ; 
only eee that you wall retain me in your favour, Bombay Government MS. Selections, 

6 0! 0. 

Another letter from K4méti to Angria runé: This is to lep your honour 
know that the Portuguese of Passein have wruts to our Chief which letter is 
concerning you and therefore Dalba Bhandéri has sent it to you by which you will 
understand everything. Dalba Bhandéri and myself are with one mind, the least of 
ail your servants, and we assure you on our part we shall never be wanting in _your 
eervice. We further adviae you that our chief is ek both day and night at Parel 
and he bas no powerin his company only his own chamber servants; and for this 
reason we write you that by n1 he you may send. six or seven galivata who landing 
will gain a victory without dou Upon the whole your honour 18a prudent man. 
When you have read this letter we desire you would keep it and not put it in the office, 

either the othets at present. I do not write more, always hoping for your protec- 
“Ng Date the 22nd of ‘ Suffar.’ Bombay Government MS, Selections, 86 of 1720. 
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e 

5. That he did carry on an unlawful trade and commerce with 
the’said enemy at several times, notwithstanding the known orders 
and proclamations to tha eontrary, and particularly in batty which 
he purchased in Anguiia’s country during the war, as also some 
woo] and potashes which he sent with Jus grandsen-in-law Garru 
Smay (Gharu Shenvi)! to the enemy’s country and received turmene 
in return thereof, : * 

6. That about the month of November 1718 the Honourable 
President and Governor thought fit to put into his hands the imme- 
diate care and command of gll the fighting sepoys which were then 
to be employed against the enemy ; when the better to carry on and 
effect lus malicious designs and purposes, he secretly endeavoured to 
intimidate and discourage them fiom the peiformanee of their duty 
to the Right Honowable Company ; and particularly when Antonio 
Francisco D’Costa, subheddr of a company of sepoys, spoke of an 
offer madé to him by the chief officer of Mopont under Angra 
(perhaps Mohop4da ahove Panvel) for the delivery of that fort, he 
xeceived the notice thereof with coldness and neglect, and was further 
told by Druga (Durfa) son of said Réma Kaémati, not to be too 
busy in such matters, lest he meet with -the fate of Antonio D’ Mello 
and be sent to St. Helena. 

7, That on a rumour of a discovery of these practices, the said 
Réma Kéméta being apprehensive of the consequences, did in the 
month of December 1719 1emove and convey off the island to Thins 
or elsewhere, part of his moveable estate and particularly 14 chests 
of treasure, All which matters and facts charged in the several 
articles before-mentioned aie proved and made out by hving witnesses 
now on the spot and the certificates of other persons, together with 
letters of the said Réma Kémati, directed to the said Kanhoji Angria, 
contraty to his duty and obligations. Whereby he appears to be 
the prmetpal author of the war and the occasion of its so long 
contmuance by thus secretly and wickedly combinmg with the enemy 
against the dignity and interest of the Right Honourable Company 
and the liberty and hfe of their Honourable Governor and all the 
English inhabitants of the said island. 

*This day (24th Murch 1720) bemg appointed for the trial of Rima 
Kéméti, the President being informed that some persons have pro- 
mised to make a further discovery of the treasonable practices 
comaitted by Rama Kéméti and Dalba Bhandéti provided a pardon 
may be secwred to them—Ovrdered that the Secretary draw out a pro- 
elamation to that purpose.$ ; 


The following is an abstract of RAma Kédmdti’s answer to the seven 


‘afticles exhibited against him: In the preamble is nothing material 


more than that the defendant asserts the witnesses are all brought over 
to swear against him by bribes, fair promises, threats and punishment 
for which reason their evidence ought not to be taken and insinuates 
his former good services deserve better treatment. In answer to the 
first article he says, the charge is of no significancy as his giving notice 


father.’ See MS. Selections, Vol. 86 of 1720, Zand below page 147 line 28, 
2 Pub, Diary 1 of 1720, 22-23 
® Bom. Gov, Consultation, 24th March 1720, Pub Diary 1 of 1720, 28. 


1 Public ogre 1 of 1720, 22-23, Apparently this should be ‘his grandson-in-law's 
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2 
to Angria could be of no advantage because as soon as he has taken any 
ship or vessel, he mmediately makes a strict inquiry who she Belongs 
to of the officers and others abroad and iy perfectly well acquainted 
with every individual ship belonging to Surat for which reason he adds 
it would be folly in him to send such advices. In his defence to the 
second article he alleges that when our fleet came before Cundry the forts 
avas so ill provided with men and ammunition that the enemy ran the 
visk of throwing succours of both inte it after it was besieged by us 
From this he infers that the enemy would of course haye taken better 
care in furnishing the garrison (which was so weak that even the women 
were obliged to assist in the defence of it) had he given the notice he is 
charged with, He further adds for his justification that it was he who 
first told the Governor of the weakness of that place and after the 
Governor was gone thither he desired Mr. Parker to confirm the same 
by writing to his Honour which he thinks is a sufficient proof he is not 
the author of these letters. Touching the third article he alleges there 
is no proof the letter mentioned in his accusation was delivered to him 
and seems to insmuate there was no such letter sent. To clear himself 
of the charge in the fourth article he pleads kis former good services 
and the many obhgations he lies under to the Right Honourable Com- 
pany and the English nation in general and to the Governor in parti- 
enlar which would make it the highest ingratitude imagimable in him 
to be guilty (even m thought) of Such a piece of cruelty and thinks it 
would be a great folly to attempt such a thing considering how well the 
island is guarded by several stout frigates and forts and a number of 
good English officers. As to the fifth article he denies to have had any 
dealings with Angria during the war and says the Governor gave Garru 
(Gharu) Smay leave to come hither to celebrate the marriage of hig 
grand-daughter and that what goods he carried with them were bought 
pubhcly during the cessation of arms and were only designed to defray 


-his charges which he looks on as no crime. To invalidate the charge in 


the sixth article he alleges that if Antonio Francisco D’Costa had any 
such offer made him, it is probable to believe he would ‘have revealed 16 
to the Governor or Captain Stanton who was his commanding officer and 
not to the defendant, He therefore thinks that a sufficient reason to 
conclude it was not communicated to him and further adds that all.the 
sepoys were not under his command, some of them (the Pattanees) being 
under the direction of Umerji. He defends himself from the charge 
of the last article by insinuating that the three letters mentioned in the 
other articles are all false, becauge they were not his own handwfiting, 
He concludes with saymg it iseasy for those who can férge letters to 
make a false seal also. He repeats that bis accusers have made use of 
bribes threats and fair promises to procure evidence against him, He 
humbly hopes that what he has represented and his former goo 

services wil] induce the Board to clear him from the charges laid against 


, him, urging it is highly improbable he would trust a secret of such 


importance to any body else when he was able to write himself! 

The following is the reply to Réméji’s answer: His assertion in the 
preamble that the witnesses weré all brought over to swear against him 
by bribes and threats is a reflection on the justice of this Board and 
ought te be looked upon as a reproach and no testimony since he has 
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not brought one single proof of it. ( 1) His answer to the first article 
is only*a. bare denial and evasion of the charge without bringing any 
evidence to clear nmself of it. (2) The enemy’s neglecting: to follow 
his advice is no manner of proof that he did not send it nor against the 
evidence of the person that wrote it. (8) The oath of Govinj: (who 
wrote this letter) is proof enough of the 8rd article. (4) His former 
good services (for which he has been well rewarded) are not a sufficient 
‘Yeason to. believe that he is not guilty of what he is now charged with, 
when we have a letter under his own seal and owned by the person who 
wrote it by his direction. (5) His alleging the’-gpods were carried off 
the island during the cessation of arms is a mistake because there was 
no cessation of arms at all. (6) That Antonio Francisco -D’Costa did 
not tell the Governor nor Captain Stanton, can never be esteemed a 
suffinent proof that he did not tell Rémaji especially sunce Captain Stan- 
ton swears he the prisoner owned to him that Antonio Franciseo 


“D’ Costa, had told bim so and Captain Stanton was at that time gone 


down the coast. (7) His answer to the last or 7th article is foieign to 


the purpose and we have a cloud of witnesses to make good the charge 
contained in it,! e . 


In the diary of the 11th April 1720 the entry occurs: Rama Kaméta 
was this day found guilty of high crimes and misdemeanours as by 
the trial will more fully appear.? The Board ordered that his person 
be confined in prison during hfe and his estate forfeited to the 
Company. In the diary of the 29th April 1720 the following 
eceurs: Published a proclamation requiring all persons that have any 
demands on Réma Kamétito lay their claims before the Court of 
Judicature in ten days from this date. The President having a 
demand on Réma Kéméti for Rs. 12,791 qrs. 3 and res, 22 directs 
this minute to be made of the same.* 


The indictment against Dalba Bhandézi was prepared on the 13th 
May 1720, oof which date the following Consultation is recorded: The 
Secretary by the Puesident’s order having prepared an indictment 
against Dalba Bhandézi, the same was now read as follows, Dalba 
Bhanddri,—You stand indieted of several high c1imes and misdemeanours 
by you done and eommitted contrary to your duty and allegiance to 
the? Right Honourable Company and the known order and proclama- 
tions of their Honourable Governor, by advising and persuading the 
inhabitants of this island to take their passes of the enemy Kanhoji 
Angria during the present war and concealing a treasonable coi1e- 
spondence which was carried on by Réma Kéméti with the said enemy 
K4nhoji Angria in or about the month of December 1718, whereby 
you have as much as in you lay endangered the safety and welfare 
‘ef this His Majesty’s Castle and island Bombay, the estate and 
prerogative of the Right Honourable Company, and the hfe and liberty 
of the said Honourable Governor and all the other English inhabitants 
there. What do you say? Are you guilty of this charge or not guilty is 
But it being late we defer the examination thereof till the afternoon. 

ao 
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Dalba Bhandéri being called in, the indictment against him was Chapter I. 
yead (18th May 1720) m the Enghsh and Portuguese languages. He Sea 


: oem History; 
pleaded not gualty and said the President was his witness, and related a» ess ; 
long story of bis services in the time of the troubles with the Portuguese ct aa 


and lately in adjustang the articles of peace with (Angria’s) agents, which 
he was told was foreign to the present purpose, Copy of his charge in 
Portuguese being delivered him, he was to prepare to answer to the same 
tomorrow morning (14th May 1720), But behaving himself disrespect" 
fally, he was checked for it and ordered to withdraw.! 


Next day the Consultation resumes: This meeting being appointed 
to go on with the tmal of Dalba Bhanddri, he was called m and told 
by the President that his behaviour yesterday was very unbecoming ; 
that he was now a pnsoner and called upon to answer to a heavy charge ; 
that everything he had to offer in-his own vindication should be heard 
with all the patience imaginable, but that it became him to carry 
humself more respectfully to the Board.* 


Then the President proposed (14th May 1720) to the Board the 
issuing out a proclamation for quieting the minds ef the people and 
granting a full pardon to all persons who hifherto have been concerned 
with Raméji and Dalba Bhandéri in their treasonable practices agamet 
the Government, provided they return to their duty and obedience and 
behave themselves as faithful subjects for the future (Réma Kémati 
and Dalba Bhanddri excepted), which was approved and agreed to. 
Ordered the Secretary to prepare the same agaist the afternoon for our 
approbation? 

The diary of the 16th May 1720 has this entry’: The proclamation 
of granting grace and free pardon to all persons that had been con- 
cerned with Rima Kdémati and Dalba Bhandari in carrying on a tieason- 
able correspondence with the enemy Kénhoji Angra was this day (16th 
“May 1720) published according to the order of Cguncil of 14th 
instant, 


On the 20th June 1720 the entry oceurs: It beinfg necessary that 
some person should be appointed to dispose of the effects and settle the 
account of Réma K4m4ti—Resolved: (20th June 1720) that the Secre- 
tary do take the charge upon him and make a report thereof .to, the 
Board ; ordered that he get everything ready for the sale of Rémji’s 
effects on Monday next (27th June 1720), and that he give public potice 
thereof accordingly and hkewise settle his account with all conveni- 
ence, ° 


On the 4th July (1720) the following is recorded : There being a large 
warehouse 86 feet long in the bazar belonging to R4éma Kéméti, with 
ap upper room over 1b which last will be very proper to bold the Qouet 
of Judicature and which the President has caused to be valued by Major 
ane and the master carpenters and britklayers, who report it worth 
Ra. 6000, And as that is much less than we can build a proper place 
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for the court fo sit in, besides the benefit of the warehouse—Resolved 
that we purchase it at that price on te Right Honourable Company’s 
account, and that the upper room be filted up for that use and that the 
two per cent fines levied on persons cast in the court shall be applied im 
part of payment thereof, and the warehouse may be appropriated as a 
granary for batty or other goods, which we sometimes stand m need of.! 


On the same day this report was considered: Letter from Messrs, 
#. Midford and J. Horne to the Honourable C. Boone President and 
Governor and Council, dated Bombay 29th June 1720—Pursuant to an 
order of Council of the 13th mstant we have carefully examined the 
valuation of Rama Kémdti’s cocoanut orchards and batty grounds 
made by the vereadores and mhdtdrds of Bombay and Méhmm, On the 
strictest inquiry we find they have valued them after the usual custom 
of this island, which is not to reckon anything for the wells walls or 
other fruit trees, and that they are really worth Rs. 37,989-0-58 as 
will appear from the account of particulars herewrth delivered. We verily 
believe the Right Honourable Company will be no sufferers by taking 
them at that price.” 


The above report of Messrs, Midford and Horne of their examination 
of the valuation of Rdma Kdméti’s cocoanut orchards and batt; 
grounds, amounting to Rs, 87,989-0-53, was now (4th July 1720) ni | 
After some debate, agreed that we take them on Company’s account, and 
the accountant is hereby ordered to bring them on the books accord- 
ingly. 

A Consultation of the 18th August contains the following: There 
being two warehou%es near the Custom House belonging to Réma 
Kémati for the hire whereof the Right Honourable Company pay 
Rs. 24 per month as granaries, and the same having been valued at 
Rs, 2750—Resolved that we purchase them at that price on our Honour 
able Masters’ gccount in consideration of the contimual occasion we hava 
for them and that the interest will not amount to the hire,* 


The same Consiltation continues: Ambaid4s Takid4s and Santari Govar- 
dhan presented a petition in behalf of Dalba Bhandari, requesting he may 
be allowed a further time of four months for the payment of his fine of 
Rs..6000 and his former debt of Rs, 1493-2-87, settmg forth that he 
is not capable of paying it soon, and offering themselves for the secunty 
therepf. After some debate on the affair it was iesolved that as the 
fine we have laid on him is considerable and that if we make a sale of 
his estate (agreeable to a former order of Council) the money cannot 
be soon collected, that their request be granted with this proviso that if 
it be not paid by that time, they shall pay the interest thereof from thie 
day (13th August 1720).5 ° 


In the same year (1720) Mulla Muhammad Ali, the great Surat mer- 
chant whose ships had been carried off by Angria’s vessels, addressed 
the Bombay Governor with the object of arranging a league against 
Angria, He takes.notice of Angria’s being possessed of several forte 
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and countries whereby he is become the terior of the seas and that there- 
fore it 1s necessary now to destrdy him or else he will become s¢ power- 
ful 16 will be practicable. He advises he has theking’s orders to 1epre-» 
sent to his Honour the affairs of Ahmadabad Surat and other parts as well 
as his own, and, desires his Honour to‘ndvice him whether he shall make 
known to his majesty the insults and robbenes of Angria and procure a 
Hasbulhukam to Sidi Yékutkhén and the Nabob of Surat to make war, 
agamst the said enemy, Yakutkhan to attack hini by sea and Sou (Shahtt) 
Raja Subha of Kalyén to invade him by land. He continues: If his 
Honour is so pleased he will also procure orders to his Honour and to 
the Portuguese to unite for this effect until Angria is destroyed and he 
beheves his Honour will not be wanting in what is agreed to. Yet he 
1s not the only person who desires this, there bemg many others and that 
they may be the better persuaded he desires ns Honour to write 
to our people in Surat to assure them Af the same. He says farther 
he very much desires and believes that his majesty will send the said 
orders and that his Honour will gain a great name and fame in: the 
execution of this and desires an answer, 


One Shaikh Isldm Khén addressed anothef letter to a similar effect ; 
T have lately head that Angria has taken some ships of your Honour’s, 
of Muhammad Ali’s, and of some other merchants and that he commits 
his piuacies on the seas without restiaint and thereby disturbs and hinders 
trade. It is therefore now necessary to chastise him concerning which 
I bave spoken to Mr, Hope (Chief at Surat), who will write your 
Honour what I told him, On receipt of the answer I will represent in 
a good manner to the king the method that the said pirate may be 
totally ruined and I hope in God it will be done in a few days. Con- 
cerning the best: manner for doing it your Honour may consider of and 
write me 


At a Consultation on the 6th September 1720 the President 
acquainted the Board this meeting was summoned to let them know 
he had set on foot an expedition against Angria; that he had 
appointed Mr. Walter Brown to go Commander-in-chief of the same ; 
and that for the greater secrecy mn carrying on this affair he has 
‘thought fit (agreeable to our Honourable Masters’ directions) to pitch 
upon Messrs. John Braddyll and Walter Brown with himeelf “tobe a 
secret committee for managing thereof, Resolved that the President 
and Meesrs, John Biaddyll and Walter Brown or any two of theft, the 
President being one, be a seciet committee for managing the present- 
expedition agaist K4énhoji Angria, and all the land and sea officers and 
others concerned are to observe and follow their orders and duectioné 
as fully and effectually as if signed by us all.? 

° 


a 


1 Translation of Mulla Muhammad Ah’s letter abstracted, Public Dury 1 of 1720, 
92 Vorrest’s Home Series, II 18. Of the great fortune and power of this Mulla 
Muhammad Al: details are given in the ftat Acct. of turat, Bombay Gazetteer, II, 
110-111. The founder of the family mn Surat was Abdul Ghafur not Jéfar ag there 
stated (p.110 note 2) The suggestion he was a Rohora is also incorrect. The family 
a ona from the Arab house “ bonis hey Be rae known at Panchdviwdiés 
or Enghty fivere a remimecence of their  fort-buildin - i 
ancestor’e fortune of 85 lakhs of rupecs, — euprise fain 

? Translation of Shaikh Islam Khin’s letter, Pub. Diary Lof 1720, 9%. Forrest's 
Home &cnea, II. 18 ‘ 
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e 
Chapter I. On the 10th September the Presidept and secret committee signed ' 
History: * Mr, Bfown’s instructions as Commander-in-chief of the expedition 
a * against Angria,! - ; 
with dogia, On the 15th October, the Defiance, Elizabeth, and a galivat fiom 
1720: our fleet before Gheria brought the President two letters fiom Mr, 


Brown, dated. the 2nd and 10th instant, and abstract of one dated 7th 
ot come to hand) advising that he had landed a detachment of men 
who had killed a good number of the enemy with very little loss on our 
side; that the prahm was carried within pistol shot of the fort and that 
the enemy kept continually firing on her which she’returned as briskly, 
Also that he had sent some vessels up the river with orders to burn all 
the enemy’s shipping they could not bring away, which they executed 
very well having burnt to the ground two large ships and seven smaller 
vessels without any loss. He likewise advises that the prahm had entirely 
ruined two of Angria’s best grabs which were hauled up close to the fort 
but that one of her guns bursting not only killed four people on board but 

ave fire toa gun loaded with partridge on the other side against which 
fey one of our boats with almost a whole plattoon of the black soldiery 
of whom above half were filed and the rest much wounded, which very 
much eowed the volunteer sailors. He adds Mr. Taylor advised him Kemp 
(Khem) SAvant.was drawing out an army of 5000 foot and 200 horse that 
way and that he had sent a subhedér to,him to concert measures. Taking 
the whole into serious consideration, resolved that we send Mr, Brown 
a reinforcement of soldiery with a supply of ammunition and provisions 
which the President is desired to advise him of accordingly ; and also that 
if he finds Khem S4vant sincere in his promises of sending so large a 
force against the enemy that he continue with ours there, otherwise 
that he retarn part of our fleet and leave the rest to cruize off the 
enemy’s port.” 


Portuguese In 1720 the suspicions and ill-feeling between the English and the 
se Roman Catholic pnests in Bombay came to a head. A much damaged 


despateh (para 107) from the Directors which reached Bombay by the 
ship Addison early in 1720, shows that the Bombay Council had com- 
plained of the practice of the Portuguese priests of stirring the Roman 
Catholies of Bombay to oppose the orders of Government. And that 
in reply the Directors had brought to notice the success which had 
attended Governor Pitt’s arrangement in Madras under which 
some class of Catholic clergy whom he could trust were made supreme 
on the understanding that they would support the Government and . 
keep the Governor informed of any designs of rival clergy hostile to 
Government interests Ata Consultation dated 13th May 1720 the 
Governor laid this despatch before the Bombay Council suggesting 
that*in accordance with its advice authority over the Roman Catholics 
of the island should vest in the Bishop sent from Rome. 

The Consultation continues: The Italian Bishop being furnished with 
proper powers to take upon him the care of the Roman Catholics on 
this island, the President now proposes to the Board removing the 
Portuguese Padres agreeable to paragraph 107 of the Right Honourable 


1 Bom Gov. Diary, l0th September 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 137, 
2 Bom, Gov, Consultation, 15th October 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 145, 
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Company’s general letter by the Addison. He lays down several ill 
consequences that have risen frem the Portuguese Padres “being 
permitted to reside in Bombay, as reaping ,the benefit of the labours 
of our people and carrying 16 into foreign countries, stirrmg up the 
Roman Catholies to sedition, especiallyewhen we have any dispute with 
the Portuguese, by inculcating notions into them that they ought not 
to fight against ther religion, and adding that the prelates of the Portu- 
guese countnes seemed so little té regard the priests sent to Rombay 
that the very scum of the priesthood had been their pastors for some time. 
He proposés supplying the places of the Portuguese with the said 
Italian Bishop and some priests of the Carmelite Order now on the island 
on their swearing allemiance to His Majesty King George, and under- 
takang that they will not directly or indirectly teach preach or 
practase anything contrary to the mterest or digmty of the crown of 
of the prerogative of the Right Honourable Company, ; and that they 
will in all respects pay a due obedience to the Governot and Counel for 
the time bemg ‘This 1s unammously approved and agreed to. Ordered 
that the Secretary provide orders and a proclamation accordingly.’ 


Two days later, 15th May, a proclamation was published requiring 
all the mhabitants of the Roman Catholic religion to pay the samé 
obedience to the Bishop Don Frey Mauritio D’Sancta Teresa and the 
priests appowted by him as they formerly paid to the Portuguese 
bishop and priests, and orders were issued to the Portuguese priests 
to leave the island in twenty-four hours.? 


Next day, 16th May, the Italian Bishop Don Frey Mauritio D’Sancta 
Teiesa and the Carmelite priests took and subscribed the following 
oath before the President: I, Don Frey Mauritio of Sancta Teresa, 
bishop of Anastatiopols, Vicar General in: the empite of the great 
Moghal of the island of Bombay and the jurisdiction thereof, do swear 
upon the holy Evangelists (in which I have placed my right hand) ta 
obey His Most Serene Majesty of Great Britain, aud that I will 
never directly or indirectly teach preach or practise anything contrary 
to the honour and dignity of the crown of his said Most Serene 
Majesty or to the interests of the Right Honourable English Company 
and you. I will pay all obedience fo the orders of the Honourable 
Governor for the time heing and will exercise the Roman Catholic 
religion according to its primitive institution without any alteration, 
In witness whereof Ihave hitherto set my hand this day 16th May 
1720. Padre Frey Pedro of the most Holy Trmity and Frey Hlizel 
D’ St. Joseph took and subscribed the same oath’ : 


In consequence of these orders on the 9th May 1720 Luie Gonsalves 
de Camara Coutinho, Portuguese General of the North, addressed the, 
following letter to the President and Governor: The surprising resolution 
that your Honour has taken to banish to this side all the parish 
priests of your island is what I much admire and wonder at, by 
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reason of the weighty charge the Bishop Don Frey Mauritio has 
taken‘on him in offering with his assistants to administer the Sacra- 
ments, they not having the necessary powers, I consider on this 
particular that your Honour has been misinformed or moved thereto 
by some high resentment. This I judge not only grom the expul- 
sion of these religious, but from the scandalous manner in which 
<it was done, which [also judge from the assurance given me that 
your Honour has passed orders that no priest of the Portuguese nation 
shall come to your island. AsI am at present obliged to send two 
learned prudent priests to treat on this important affair, I hope, on 
your Honour’s consideration of the weighty circumstances theieof, you 
will permit them to come in your presence and there to dispute and 
discuss the point of royal patronage and the ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
with the bishop.! . 


One reason for the suddenness and strictness of the orders forcing 
all Portuguese priests to leave Bombay was the treasonable dealings 
between the Portuguese and the Mardthés, of which the traitor Rama 
Kém4ti had been the medium. A week before his letter regarding 
the expulsioh of the Portuguese priests the Captain of the North h 
{the 12th May) addressed the following to the Governor of Bombay 
on the subject of Rama K4méti’s trial: Iam very sorry the news of 
Antonio Felloe’s imprisonment has reached your Honour, it being the 
consequence of his infamous practice for which he justly merits the 
confinement he is under, as well as the further punishment which will 
be inflicted on him. This rigorous proceeding does not arise from 
his going to your island with my leave, though he hdd it hot so 
full as to accuse any person falsely, yet I was ignorant for what he 
was sent, neither did I believe he would be full of such villany. His 
handwriting and the signing of his name show your Honour the faleity 
of his accusation against Rama K4méti, it being him alone that seeks 
Kéméti’s rin, I have also the goldsmith that falsified the seal, bribed 
or induced. ..... by some other means to do it by those who wished 
to satiate their revenge. Iam also not_ignorant on what account the 
boat belonging to your island went by Thdna to Kalva under the 
pretence of buying horses, but trust that your Honour did it only 
te obtain the pure truth. I was not so careful to (warn) you of these 
practices, for I ought not on any account to consent that a person 
under my jurisdiction should enter into or be concerned with such 
like, calumnies. What I have signified to your Honour I can prove 
from authentic papers. But for the little interest I have in the 
freedom of the said Kéméti, I only procure punishment for those who 
have wrongfully meddled herein. Iam concerned I cannot comply with 
your Honour’s pleasure in the release of this subject, I having giver 
(charge) of him to Goa. In all other things I am ready to serve 
your Honour being with great respect. 

To these two letters the Governor Mr. Boone replied on the 28rd 
May: I little expected to have received from your Honour an 
expostulation on the justice of my proceedings against the parieh 
priests late of this island, much less to have my conduct thereon 


! Pob. Diary 1 of 1720, 77-78. . Forrest's Home Series, IT, 14. 
% Pub Diary } of 1720, 77. 


Materials] 
AND ISLAND. 165 


questioned, as you have pleased to do in your letter of the S8lst May 
1720 N.S. Yet being resolved as much as 1m me hes to prevent a 
misunderstandmg and to cultivate the frendly correspondence I have 
always desired to hold with your Honour, “I shall, as a fiesh instance 
thereof, acquaint you that this proceeding was not only the just effect 
of ther own musbehaviour and the earnest longings of the people in 
general but also a strict command from my superiors, agreeable to 
the orders of my sovereign Lord King of Great Bnitam who 1§ 
supreme in all causes and over all persons resident on this island, 
To this I presume your Honour is no stranger though you have 
thought fit to make mention of another royal personage which I have 
no power to admit or suffer to have any control or jurisdiction here, 
and my resolutions hereon are strictly conformable to the articles 
stypulated by the two sovereign crowns on the delivery of Bombay as 

our Honour may perceive by the enclosed copy of the article of the 
ay of marriage. Whoever insmuated to your Honour that those 
pniests were sent ignommously or scandalously off the island have 
represented that action ma very mjurious manner, The guard that 
attended them on that occasion was to prevent a disturbance, which 
one of them endeavoured to raise in the minds of the people whom he 
indiscreetly strove to stir up to sedition As this circumstance has 
been unfairly 1epresented to your Honour, so I find a misconstruction 3s 
passed on other parts of the resolutions I have taken. I will, however, 
assure your Honour I never meant tq hinder any of the people of your 
nation or subject to you having free access to this island and residing 
as long as they think fit more especially such as shall be (conformable 
to the) hmutation that I cannot permit them to (neglect, namely not 
to gainsay) Bishop Don Fiey Mauritio in the nghts and pnvileges I 
have lately invested him with here. That is a port all determined and 
justly due to his learnmg and imtegrity. Of the powers he has for 
this purpose received from Rome, he will by my permussiqn send a copy 
to the Archhshop of Goa. 


I had fully purposed to have written an answer to your Honour’s 
letter dated 22nd May, N.58., im relation to Captain Antonio Felloe and 
shall here give you the trouble I designed your Honour on that subject. 
It is your pleasure to pronounce Rama Kéméti an mnocent man end 
in some measure to reflect on my proceedings towards him which as 16 
as not agreeable to the gallant character your Honour bears in the world, 
might well excuse my silence in that partacular both as it relates to 
affans of a foreign state, and seeing that you condemn gn action to 
which your Honour is a stranger. However, such is my desire to oblige 
you and defend my own reputation that I affirm to your Honour you 
are misinformed and Kéméti must indeed have had both artful and pofend 
friends to mduce your Honour to a contrary belief, The circumstances 
of the seal and Captain Felloe’s information are but a small part of his 
charge, I had good reason to be offended with his conduct and to cause 
an enquiry thereof to be laid before me and upon manifest proofs passed 
a sentence, which I am convinced the offender himself thmks mild and 
much less than his dement, What your Honour has written me on 
these subjects inclines me to say thus much, and I hope you will be of 
opinion with me that to say more on either side cannot be necessary ox 
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agreeable. I ‘have chose to put this in English to prevent mistakes which 
might*otherwise happen for want,df a thorough knowledge in the 
Portuguese language. However I transmit herewith 11s translate.! 


The reply of the Bassein General to this letter of Governor Boone’s 
was the issue of an order forbidding the passage of supplies from Portu- 
guese territory to Bombay and enjomng.the amest of any British 
subjects entering Bassein limits, In consequence of these orders on 
“the 6th June 1720 Governor Boone wrote to the General of the North: 
I am advised of the orders your Honour has been pleased to publish for 
prohybitung the bringing to this island any manner of piovisions or any 
ace to come over. Though contrary to the amity between both nations 

shall not at present ‘trouble myself to enquire into the cause that, 
moved your Honour to this proceedmg. The ‘usage several woikmen 
(who were returnmg from this island te thew own habitation) met 
with from your guard at Bandra by beating them and forcmg them 
into the passage boat again with the loss of their goods and at the risk 
of their lives are actions both unjustifiable and dishonourable, and the 
denying our people and patamars a passage to and fro mm your [onour’s 
territories is inconsisten? with the fmendship aforesaid. I therefore 
hope your Honour will issue (orders) for a free passage to our people 
and hberty to transport to (Bombay) two cows which were bought at 
Béleghét and are detamed at Thina, otherwise I shall be obliged tu 
enter on (reprisals) .? 

_ Next day (7th June) the President acquaints the Board that he was 
informed the Portuguese had stopped several of our patamar's and that 
uf it was true and they continue such unreasonable practices he intends 
to forbid their fishing in Mahim nver, which is approved. 


In reply to the Governor’s letter of the 6th, the Bassem General 
wrote on the 9th June: I’do not doubt but your Honour has notice of 
my orders fox prohibiting the transportation of all sorts of refreshments 
and people going to your island, and it 1s certain the contmuance of 
friendship between both nations must be by a reciprocal correspondence, 
Tacknowledge it is not necessary for your Honour to enquire at present 
the cause of this proceeding, because you are not ignorant of it, and 
without affairs return to they usual channel I will not alter any of the 
least of my dispositions, I am sorry for the extravagance committed at 
Bandra The Serjeant who did it has been well chastised and broken. 
To*avoid the like for the future, I have despatched my orders that 
no person whatsoever belonging to your side shall be permitted to land ; 
and this will be the better complied with, if your Honour stops the 
passage boat on your side, which will not then be of any use at all. 
As your Honour governs absolutely in your island, I do the same by 
‘the powers my superiors have vested me with in the countries under 
my jurisdiction; therefore your Honour ought not to wonder at your 
Ase and the people of your island bemg hindered a passare 

hrough them, The same you ought to understand of the cows which 

you say were bought at Bdleghdt. There being done on your side 

a 
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actions unreasonable in the highest degree, I find these but a reciprocal 
return And as I suppose your ‘Honour remembers the last paragraph 
of your letter of the 24th May 1720, wherein you insinuate that for us 
to write mote cannot be necessary 1 agreeable, Ido not doubt that 
your Honour will agree with me that, since what I proposed on that 
particular was 1ejected, wnting any further on the matter we are now 
treating of wall be unreasonable ! 


At a Consultahon on the 13th June, after reading thisletter, the Piesi~ 
dent also acquaimted the Board that Mr. Courtney wrote him yesterday 
that the Portuguese Kolis at the fishing stakes i Mahim river told the 
persons he cent for the Welgate (that 1s local Mardth delyet guard-pay 
a woid still m use for presents to sepoys) that the English would receive 
payment no more, for thee would be a guard to keep them off Upon 
which he had given Mr, Courtney ordeis to send for it as usual; and 
that if any one offered to imsult our people, he should keep a gahvat 
ready to protect them , whichis unanimously approved. The President 
then added, in his opmion the proceedings of the Portuguese would 
give oecasion for a rupture.” 


On the 23rd June the President laid bef@e the Board a letter he 
received this moimng fiom Mr, Courtney advising him that some Moor- 
men belongimg to this island who swam over from Salsette last mght 
told him that about 14 days ago (9th June 1720), at Daman they met 
one of our patamars gong to Surat who acquainted them that as they 
wele going to Madras with letters from hence they were stopped at 
Bandra, had thei letters taken from them, and hoth the letters and 
themselves sent to Bassem, where they were imprisoned some time and 
what money they had taken from them At length they were whipped 
and set at uberty without having the letters returned.? 


On the 30th June read a short letter from our Chief and factors at 
Surat, advising several of our patamars were returned, being afraid 
to come into the Portuguese country on mformation that they should be 
confined Among the rest were the patamars we despatched for Madras 
the Ist ultumo (May 1720), who mformed them they were put under 
guaid at Bandra and sent to Bassem, where after examination their 
letters were taken from them and they confined four days, after which 
they were released without having their letters restored. Wroté to our 
Clef and factois at Surat enclosmg copy of our last.* 


The 5th July the Portugnese still continuing their probbitiofi and 
having been so unmannerly as to stop our patamars and take their 
letters from them, the President proposes issuing out a proclamation 
requiring all persons who live in other parts and have estates on ths 
island to repair hither with their arme 1m the term of twenty-one days 
on pam of having their estates confiscated to the Right Honourable 
Company. Also that all persons who have any money goods or effecta 
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belonging to any of the inhabitants in the Portuguese territories do give 
in an decount thereof to the Secretayy within the said term.’ This is 
approved and agreed to, Ordered that the Secretary prepare a 
proclamation accordingly 

This day (6th July 1720) was published the proclamation requiring 
all persons who have estates on the island and live in other parts to 
repair hither in twenty-one days.* : 

The 21st July 1720 the President received a letter from Mr, Courtney 
at Mébim advismg the Portuguese had erected a gibbet at Bdndra, 
After hearing (one or two) great guns he could see two men hoisted up 
to the top of the gibbetand let down again three times, after which they 
fived another gun. When the men who had been served so were come over 
in a canoe they proved to be D’Chaves and another man, both inhabitants 
of this island, who were sent hence to give Fernando d’Suilvera notice of 
the proclamation requiring all persons who are, inhabitants in other 

arts and have estates on this island to repair lther on penalty of 
orfeiting the same. They were very sore and mightuly terrified 8 


The 80th July the time limited by proclamation for the inhabitants 
of other parts, who have estates on this island to repair hither being 
expired and none of them appearing, the Council ordered that the 
vereadores enter upon and receive the produce of such estates on the 
Right Honourable Company’s account and pay the same into their 
treasury. And whereas several persons have presented petitions to the 
President setting forth that they have demands on such estates, ordered 
that said petitions bg delivered to the Chief Justice of the Court of 
Judicature to be thére examined, and that he make a report in writing 
to the Board for our adjusting the same.* 


The 80th July 1720, it appearing to the Board that the practice of 
Portuguese and other foreigners making land purchases on this island has 
been prejudicial to the Government, it was unanimously resolved that 
no person who is not an inhabitant on this island shall for the future 
purchase any estates, and ordered that the Secretary prepare a procla- 
mation accordingly.® 

The Ist August a proclamation to the above effect was published by 
beat of drum, 


In May 1724 the diary records: A letter is received from Kdnhoji 
Angtia to the Bombay Government, wishmg for a treaty to be made 
between him and the Government. This being debated, itis the unani- 
mous opiniow of the Board that the Englishmen prisoners be first 
delivered up to us before we enter on a treaty and that the President 
return him an answer in a style suitable to his rank as follows’: 


* When I acquaint your Honour that I do well remember your com- 
mencing to annoy this island in the time Mr. Burniston Governor here 
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under His Excellency Sir John Gayer, General, then at Surat, you 
will beheve Iam no stranger tos your proceedings ever since? You 
must therefore excuse me if I accept not of entermg into any treaty 
with you until you give me a proof of your smeerity by immediately 
settmg at liberty the people of our nation you have with you pnsoners 
taken by you without givmg you any offence. When the prisoneis 
are released I shall be ready to receive from"you any proposal towards 
an accommodation you shall thmk proper to make as well as I shall 
demonstrate to your Honour you have to deal with one who knows 
how to return your avility.? 


The 7th August followmgthe President (Honourable Mr. Phipps) reads 
to the Board Kd4nhop: Angna’s letter to him of the 28rd_ July* wherem 
he shows an inchnation to treat for exchange of prisoners, proposmg 
for that purpose a person of character to intervene and act as guarantee. 
Theie bemg none among our neighbours who we think will engage in 
the same that are fit to be trusted, 1t is agreed that the President wnte 
an answer to that part of his letter only concerning the release of our 
prisoners, that for so many as he shall release of ours, on their arrival 
here we will release a ike number of his$ * 


The 13th November the President represents to the Board that Sidi 
Saut of Anjanvel or Débhol has at sundry times sent off to our 
vessels provisions and refreshment while cruizimg off that port and been 
othei wise very couiteous m his advices in relation to Angria; in order 
to keep him m the hke good disposition it is resolved to make him a 
present of three yards of scarlet cloth, a pair of pistols, and a gilt 
sword Dnuected that the Fort St George galley with the Shark and 
Antelope c.mze between Débhol and Malabar Hull 4 


Four years later (15th November 1728) the President acquaints the 
Board that he has received notice of Shéhu Réja’s mtention to come 
and visit his garrisons along the sea coast under the command of 
Angria and that he is at present within three days of Koléba witha 
considerable army. Whetefore the Board decide it will not be advis- 
able to deprive ourselves of any of our cruizers so early as we intended. by 
sending them along with the Prince Frederick to Mokha, and resolve 
that the bomb ketch be anew 1igged to be sent with a proper detaghment 
on board her for that service.® 


The diary of the 12th March 1781 has this entry: The Paymaster 
brmgs m a bst of the sundry widows of the men who were killed m the 
Bengal galley in the late unfortunate engagement with Afigria’s 

vabe. We are convinced they are objects of charity and therefore and 
or the encouragement of others in the service we think it but reason- 
able to allow Rs. 2 per month to such as have no children and Rs. 3 to 
such as have, while they continue widows.® = 


1 Bombay Governor and President's letter to Kénhoji Angria, May 1724, Pub. Diary 
2 of 1724, 71. Forrest’s Home Series, II. 38. 

2 Correspondence between Angra and Bombay Government, Pub, Diary 2 of 1724, 
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Two months later, May 1781, an engagement took place with Angria 
near Strat, A Bombay letter to Suat (9th May) has the followmg: 
We read with particular sgtisfaction your success in intercepting twa 
of Angria’s galivats that were loadmg in your*river and bound to 
Colabby (Kolaba) and we are glad to find that the Sidi’s vakil acted ad 
friendly in this afar! ; 

In 1731 the threatening increase of Mardétha and Angria power ti 
the decline of Moghal authority led the Portuguese and the English to 
set their grounds of dissension on one side and to some extent to maka 


-common cause against the advance of their common enemy. Tho l}th 


Apml 1731 the President (Honourable R.. Cowan) acquaints the gentle- 
men of the Board that he calls this Consultation to lay before them a 
request that yesterday he received from the General of the North that the 
300 sepoys lately enlisted for the service of this island might be lent him 
durmg the rainy season to garrison Thana and Persik for the better defend- 
ing that pass into Sdlsette. He at the same tame acquainted them that 
the Viceroy of Goa had made him the hke request in a letter that he had 
lately received from His Excellency. The said 300 sepoys to be pune- 
tually paid by the Portugese the time they shall remain in ther teri- 
tories, This bemg taken into consideration and duly pondermg of 
what importance it is for the safety and tranquillity of this island to 
prevent the Maréthds from getting footing on the island of Sdlsette 
which seemed last rains to be their main intent,’ and sundry efforts 
were made by them in order thereto; eonsidering likewise that it is 
much easier preventing thew getting possession than it wall be expelling 
of them if once possessed ; and that we have no great occasion for the 
800 sepoys at present, as the two brothers, sons of Angria, have divided 
their forces, the younger being gone to Gheria with four grabs and nine 
galivats and no more than the usual garmson remaining at Koldba ; 
that our garrison will be reinforced durmg the rains by the crews and 
detachments oft board the three galleys and two grabs that arc to be 
hauled up It is agreed that the President comply with the General of 
the North’s request and immediately order the 300 sepoys and ther 
proper officers to be sent to Th4na for the defence of that place. 


Two years later (1733) a correspondence with Madras shows how 
welt tite Bombay Counal were aware that the prospenty of Bombay 
depended on the continuance of Portuguese rule. The 5th October 
173P the President acquaints the Board that yesterday he received a letter 
from the Viceroy of Goa complaining that he had certam advice from 
St. Thomas that the Governor of Madras had publicly prohibited all 
inhabrtants of that place from trading with the Portuguese ship Luropa 
that lay at anchor in the road of St. Thomas, and had likewise endea- 
voused to prevent the other inhabitants of that coast from trading with 
her. This bemg so contrary to the amity and good correspondence that 


‘subsist between the two nations, it the more surprised him and might be 


the means of interrupting the same good harmony and correspondence 
as he found himself obligéd to give the like orders for treating in the 
same manney all Enghsh ships coming from that side to Goa and the 


’ Bom, to Surat, 9th May 1731, Surat Fact, Diary 614 of 1729 - 1732. 
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other Portuguese ports on this coast Desiring the President to apply 
a remedy to this meonvenience. ° 7 

Taking the same into consideration as oFort St. George is entnely 
independent of this Presidency, the only remedy we can think of 1s that 
the President write a letter to the Governor of Fort St. George and 
send him a copy of the paragraphs of the Viceroy’s letter concerning 
this affair representing the ill consequences that may attend the trade 
on this side from the Viceroy’s resentment, which he may probably carry 
fuither than at present he threatens; noting that it has been recom- 
mended to us by our Honourable Masters to cultivate and keep up a 
good correspondence with the Portuguese nation in these parts, and 
that this 1s the moue necessary at present as we are entirely deprived of 
all manner of provisions from the Sidi’s country which 1s now in 
possession of the Mardth{s and Angria and our chief dependence 1s upon 
our Portuguese neighbours.) 

Similarly the recoids of a few years later (1733-1733) show the Portu- 
gnese on more than one occasion anxious to conahate the Enghsh by 
reduemg their tolls on Bombay vessels and goqgls, A Consultation of the 
5th Deeembe 1735, notes thatin the year 1733 the Portuguese laid a duty 
of one 1upee per mud on all batty exported fiom thei termtones which 
the late President complarning of to the Viveroy of Goa, he was pleased 
to rehnyush, The Consultation eontinues: And as we do not know of 
any nght the Portuguese have to receive the said duties of one per 
cent for Thina town wall and two per cent on yagi (sugar) for Bassein 
on the trade passing through the rivers, while the collecting of them 1s 
contrary to the 11th article of the treaty of marnage, the President 
has prepared a letter to the General of the North, now 1ead and approved, 
demanding that the said duties be relmquished, and desirmg him to give 
the necessary oiders to desist from collecting the same.” 

A few days later the President (Honourable J. Horne) agquaints (Dec- 
embe1 1735) the Board that the General of the North had assured him he 
had given orders not to collect the duty for Thina towr wall and the city 
Bassean on the trade passing through the rivers to and from this island.$ 

Three years before this (1732) the defeat of the Sidi by the -Mardthas 
gave the Company an opportunity of attempting to secuie the,Sidi’s 
important post of admiral of the Moghal and protector of the tiade of 
Surat * A Consultation of the 7th June 1733 contains the followyng; 
The President (Honourable R. Cowan) acquaints the Board that he desir- 
ed this meeting to communicate to them regarding the revolution that has 
lately happened m the Sidi’s country by the Shdhu Raja’s forces 1n con- 
junction with those of Angria taking several of the Sidi’s forts and the 
country adjacent, and more particulazly on their getting possession of all 
his fleet Onhearing of the Sidi’s defeat the President wroteto Mr. Henry 
Lowther, Chief at Surat, to endeavour to learn the opinion of Teg Beg 
Khé4n, the present governor of that place, on the present posture of 
affairs and to sound him if by his means a Phirmanor grant could be 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 5th October 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 227 - 228. 
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obtained from court assigning a jégir or ,estate.to the Honourable. 
OCompiny for protecting the trade of Suiat and this coast since the Sidi 

to whom an annual jégur of three ldkhs of rupees has been hitherto pad 
for that purpose 1s now no longer in a condition to protect them ; and 
the common enemy by the addition of the Sidi’s fleet zis become moig 
formidable ,than ever. To this Mr. Lowther returned for answer 
that he believed such a thing might be brought about and he would 
take the most effectual methcds to accomplish xt. The President had 
teceived a further letter from Mr. Lowther under date 26th ultimo 
(May), importing that the 24th of the same month the governor Teg 
Beg Khan sent for-Mr, Lowther and of his own accord proposed to hing 
that, since the Sidi had lost the gueatest part of his country with his 
whole fleet and was thereby no longer in a condition to protect the 
trade of the coast against pirates aud pickaroons, he was no longer 
entitled to the jégir that was annually paid him by the court out of the 
Surat customs on that account, and as we are most capable of any powey 
‘whatever in these parts to undertake that affair, if we wee willing, 
he would endeavour by means of his patron Caundaura (Khin Déia) at 
court to obtain for us Phirman for a cortam sum to be paid is 
avnually. To whom the ‘Chief returned for answer that he was 
obliged to him for the good opinion he had of the Enghsh nation and 
for his good intention towards us, that indeed the Honourable Company 
had hitherto been the only protectors‘of the trade of Surat and of these 
seas and that the Sidi had never the least contributed towaids it, 
notwithstanding the annual ji gir that was paid him out of the Surat 


-customs for that purpose. This had put the Honourable Company to 


so gteat an expense that they ‘were become weary cf 1t and inclined to 
lessen it by making a peace with the sons of Angria who hid lately 
offered them very advantageous terms and as a token of thei sincerity 
had aheady released all the prisoners which they had taken from us with- 
out ransom. « However, if he the governor could obtain from court 
an annual jégir adequate to the charges we should be at in protecting 
the trade, he beMeved he might be persuaded to come into his measures 
aud put a stop to the treaty of peace that was now on foot with Angus 
and desired he might have leave to communicate to the Governor of 
Bomkay what had passed between them and receive his instructions how 
to act m this affair. This the Smat governor approved. Taking 
thege advices into consideration and debating thereon, it is observed our 
marine charges of late years have been very gieat and are likely to in- 
creas® by the additional strength the two cons of Angria have acquired 
by their contuest of the Sidi’s country. With the Sidi’s fleet of grabs 
and galivats in theit possession the Angrids are hecome too formida le to 

kept in awe with the small sea foree we have at present in our service. 
So*that unless a more effectual and speedy method is taken to pata step 


, to their growing power, the trade of these seas will become very preca- 


rious if not impracticable, and our Honourable Masters will be under an 
absolute necessity to increase their marine forces for prot ootng the rf 
own trade and settlements on this coast, however grievous and heavy 
the burther may be. On the other hand should we succeed in obtauung 
such a i ix as we may reasonably expect from court for protecting the 
trade of the Moghal’s subjects in these seas, it will not only lesen greatly 
the expenses our Honourable Employers have been at for so long a tune, 
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but at is to be hoped will entirely defray their whole marme: charges. 
We therefore approve the answex* Mr. Lowther gave Teg Beg? Khin 
in the conference he had with lium, and agiee that Mr Lowther 
be fully empoweied and authonzed to enter into a treaty with the said 
goveinor and bring thus affar to a happy conclusion if possible, and 
that whatever sums of money shall be expended im this service, shall be 
allowed him on our Honouiable Masters’ account, not doubting but he 
will act with the greatest caution cireumspeciion and frugality m an 
affair where success is doubtful Yet we can never hope for an 
opportunity so promismg as the present when there 1s no longer any 
prospect of the Sidi family bemg ever again able to make any figure 
at sea since the Marth is and Anguia are in possession of their whole fleet. 
Equally httle ean the Sidis hereafter claim the jigir fornierly paid them 
in consideration of their keeping up a fleet to protect the trade, the only 
use of which was, when the Sidi was 1m possession of it, once a year to 
go to Surat Bar to demand and enforce the payment of thew sad jdgur 
fiom the Surat Government without ever minding the trade. As 
Teg Beg Khin has of his own aecord proposed to Mr. Lowther that the 
English should undertake the protection of the trade, we have iesson 
to hope that he will be the moie hearty and smcere m soliciting at the 
Moghal’s court the perfecting and brmgimg to a speedy conclusion this 
lus own scheme and proposal. 


The main point will be what sum to msist upon Though the Sidi had 
three lakhs of rapees allowed him by the Moghal, we know that the whole 
sum was never paid him by the Surat governors though they charged 
it as paid im their accounts with the lang On the other hand when 
this j4gur of three lakhs was allowed the Sidi, Angria and the other petty 
Tuates on the coast were of httle consequence to what they aie now, 
and a small force by sea was sufficient to oppose them Now with the 
addition of the Sidi’s whole fleet of grabs and galvats the two Angriis 
aie become very formidable and will require a considerable marine foice 
to suppress them or prevent their depiedations on the sea, Such duties 
will consequently oecasion much greater expense than ever the Sidi 
was at with lus fleet which was seldom fitted out but once a year and 
that only for two months in the fanest season. 


Resolved therefore that the President and John Horne, Esqtiré, be 
appointed a commuttee to transact this affair with Mr. Lowther, and 
that this consultation and all transactions relating to this aftr be 
entiusted {o the Secretary and entered apart from the diares and 
eonsultations of this Presidency as some letters will require a speedier 
answer duimg this negotiation than will admit of first laying them 
befo1e the Boaid. Resolved hkewise that a letter be mmmediately 
prepaied pursuant to this consultation to be sent to Mr. Lowther by, 
patamur express.” 

A Consultation of the 13th July shows how seriously Angria’s sucees- 
ses affected Bombay. The President observes to the Board: The great 
progress the junction of Shéhu Réja’s forces with those of Angna has 
made in the reduction of the Sidi’s country to their obedience since the 
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death of the Nabob Ydékub Khén is more owing to the dirsension 
of the*Sidi’s officers than to the forde of the Mardtha arms. However 
it is certain the Mardthds fave got into their possession the town of 
Rajpuri (or Danda Réjpun) anda sort of fortress called the Cocree 
{Khokri opposite Janjira island)’ with all the Sidi% fleet of grabs 
and gahvats, their guns and warlike stores, and nothing but the 
fort upon the island im that harbour holds out against them. , The 
strong fort of Rairi, formerly the chief residence of the Shivéji Raja 
and others the piedecessors of the present Shéhu Raja, has m like 
manner fallen into their hands through treachery And we have certain 
intelligence that another separate body of the Shéhu Réja’s forces ae 
ordered ta march against, Anjanvel and two other of the Sidi’s forts 
to the southward But a few days smce Angria has taken the fort 
of Upper Chaul belonging to the Moghat and within less than a mule of 
the city and fortress of Chaul belonging to the Portuguese He has 
likewise taken the small fort of Ravani (Revas)? in the river of Pen and 
the laiger fort of Thal situated on the western point of the south 
land that forms one side of this bay and contiguous to the island and 
fort of Underi. He is*likewise preparing to attack Underi as soon 
as the weather will permit him to make use of his galivats for that 
purpose. If he should succeed in that attempt he is entuely master 
of the south entrance of this port, and 1b will be impossible for any small 
embarkations or ships of little force’ bound to this port to escape his 
galivats. Consequently an end will be put to the greatest- part of 
our country trade, as all the Sidi’s grabs and galivats aie given to 
Sakhoji Angria for his share of the plunder of Rajpuri and he has 
carried them to Kolsba to join the rest of his flees which now consists 
of 11 grabs and 25 galivats, besides 4 grabs and 20 galivats under the 
direction of his brother Sambhaji at Gheria 


The Consultation continues: Upon this emergency we have been 
frequently sdlicited by the Sidi’s officers for assistance and succouls 
both from Réjpuri and Anjanvel but more immediately from Undert 
nearest, in our neighbourhood. Even were theie no other political 
reasons for preventing our so far interfenng to grant the necessary 
assistance to all three is not in our power beth fiom the weakness of 
our garrison and the great distance of the places But the consequence 
of Underi’s falling into the enemy’s possession claims our more 
imnrediate consideration, as that’ will more sensibly affect us both 
with ,respect to the trade of this port and the procuring of pro- 
visions for the use of the island. These considerations bemg duly 
pondered and debated it is the unanimous opinion of this Board that 
in duty to our Honourable Employers we are indispensably obliged to 
use,our utmost endeavours to prevent the island and fortress of Undeni 
falling into the enemy’s hands by succouring the same and preserving it 
either in the possession of the Sidior taking it into the possession of our 
Honourable Masters by the Sidr’s consent : Subject to this condition that 
if the heirs or successors of the late Sidi Yaékub Khan should he restored 
to their country command and authority, and should desive the restitu- 
tion of the fortress of Underi, the same shall be delivered up to them 
on, their paying the full expense and charge that the Honourable Com- 
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pany may be al in preserving the said fortress with the usual interes¢ 
thereon at the rate of nme per cent perannum. But should the MavdtbAs 
remain possessed of the Sidis’ dermtories without any hopes of the 
Sidis’ 1etuieving them, then the foitiess of Underi shall remain to tim 
Honourable Company as their sole right and property, To put m 
execution this our resolution it is agiced that we give oideis to 
Captam Thomas Holden, Commander of the Marg, to proceed with that 
ship under his command as soon as wind and weathcr will permit and come 
to an anchor as near tothe said fortress of Under as he with safety can 
with the said ship in order to cover the galivats and boats that we may 
have occasion to send from hence with men artillery and ammunition to 
the succour of the said fortress, Aguieed that the said succours to be 
sent at present do consist of 1 heutenant, 2 ensigns, 4 serjeants, 
4 corpotals, 40 European musketeers and 60 topasses, 6 njne-pounders, 
6 s1x-poundeis, 60 barrels of powder, 10U spare muskets and sundry other 
stores as per hst entered below. Durected that Lieutenant James 
Inchbud havé the command of the detachment and chief direction of 
this expedition with Ensign James Sterbng and Ensign Forbes to his 
assistance The President to give the necessary mstructions to Lieut, 
Inchbird particularly meuleatmg that before any of the artillery or 
ammunition 1s ,landed, he is to take such exact survey of the foitress of 
Undert and its fortstications as will enable him to frame a judgment 
whether or no the same is capable of bemg defended against any 
atternpts that may be made by the enemy through the succous that we 
may be able to give. If he finds that the fortis not tenable either 
through the deficiency or irregularity of rts fortifications or its too near 
situation to the mammland on which the enemy may érect batteries sufli- 
cient to make a practicable breach in the body of the place, he 1s not m 
such case to land any of the artillery or stores before he has made a _re- 
gular repoit to the Président of the condition or state he finds the place 
in and received lis answer thereupon. Directed that Captain Robert 
Macneale be sent to the assistance of Lieutenant Inchbird, whose know- 
ledge of the language and customs of the country people renders him 
the fittest person to treat and transact any affairs with them, and as we 
have had a long experience of his capacity prudence and fidelity, agreed 
that Lieutenant Inchbird be directed to consult Captain Macneale on 
all occasions and that he do not undertake anything of moment without 
his advice and approbation,! 


e 
The details of the ammunition and stores sent with the detachment 
to Under ate : 

Guns—6 nine-pounders, 6 six-pounders, 

Shots—600 round nine-pounders, 2U0 double-head nine-pounders, 
600 round six-pounders, 60 lead grape shot for nine-pounders, and 
30 four-ounce shot. * : 

Cohorn mortars—6, Shells for cohorn mortars fixed 300, grenado 
shells fixed 300, powder horns fixed 12. Ladles and Worme— 
for nine-pounders, 6; for six-pounders, 6. Sponge staves fixed-— 
for nine-pounders 12; for six-pounders, 6. Gunner's bits—6, 

Hand syikes—66, A gin with spare blocks and tackle, 


1 Bom, Gov. Consultation, 13th July 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 146 - 149. 
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Muskets 100, cutlasses 100, cartouch boxes 100, blunderbusses 6, 
sbras musketoons 6, brass pistols 6 pair, harquebusses 12, flints 
8U0, country match 1400 scaines (skeims), ' , 

Gunpowder—60 barrels Bombay eannon, 9 barrels fine, 2 barrels 
Europe cannon. Balls—I11. 

Medicines and hospital stores. 


Besides the above there are to be sent with this detachment sundry 
artificers as carpenters smiths bricklayers and stone-culters with 
the necessary implements and such stores as may be wanted after a 
survey is taken of the island and its forfafications, a particular account 
of which will from time tqtime be delivered by the proper persons into 
the accountant’s office.’ 


Next day (14th July) Governor R. Cowan issued the following 
instructions to Lieutenant Inchbird: You are hereby appomted Com- 
mander-in-chief of the expedition designed for suceourmg and defend- 
ing the fortress of Underi against the common enemy with Ensigns 
James Sterling and Henry Forbes to your assistance, together with 4 
serjeants, 4 corporals, 60, European musketeers, 60 topasses, and a tran 
of artillery, provisions and warlike stores accoiding to the hist herewith 
delivered you. You are to sail with the first opportunity of wmd and 
weather with the galivats and other vessels under convoy of the dary, 
Captain Thomas Holden, Commande, who has orders to bring the said 
ship to an anchor as near to the island of Underi as he can with safety, 
the better to cover your landing on the said island with the said galivats 
and other vessels to secure your so doing from any attempts that may be 
made by theenemy from their galivals or from the mam, As soon there- 
fore as the said ship comes to an anchor, if the tide will permit you, 
you are to proceed with the galivats and boats under your command to 
the usual and most commodious landing-place on the said island, taking 
directions therein from the Sidi’s people and boats that accompany you, 
as they aie “best acquainted with the place. If upon the J/ury’s 
anchormg the tyde is, so far spent that you cannot securely 1each the 
said island, you ate to come to an anchor with the galivats and vessels 
under the guns of the said ship and there watt until a proper oppoitu- 
nity of wind and tide offers for your proceeding to the said island. 
I dotbt not but the ship Bary will be able to proceed so far to the 
southward as to discover whether any of the enemy’s galivats are lying 
at Cundry or not and with the assistance of the four Company’s fighting 
galivats to protect you from their attempts, xf there should be any, of 
preventing your landing as you axe above directed.’ You are to embark 
yourself and detachment on board the four Company’s galivats and to ac- 
commodate them in the best manner,you can, Upon your arrival at Underi 
You are to secure the vessels and people as well as you can from any 
random shot there may be sent by the enemy from Thal or any batienes 
they may have erected on the mam, Then landmg youiself with 
Captain Macneale whom you are upon all occasions to consult in this 
undertaking as a person perfectly well acquainted with the situation of 
the place and disposition of the people as well as the disposition of the 
enemy, and leaving the care of the detachment artallery and ammuni- 


— 
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tiun to the two ensigns, you ate to go to the fort and deliver my letter 
to Sidi Balél, the Kalledix or governor, which will acquamt hum with 
the design of your coming and the service you are sent on. 

You aie next, before you condescend to land either your detachment, 
artillery or stores, to make a thorough survey and exammation of the 
island and its fortifications, the number*of the guns therer, thew quali- 
ties and the carmages they are mounted on, the quantity of provisions 
water and wailke sto1es, and the number of fighting sepoys so as to he 
able to flame a perfect judgement whether or no, with the suecouis you 
now cary and I may heteafter be able to send, the island 1s capable 
of bemg defended from any attempt that the enemy may make against 
it You ae particularly to consider the distance 1t 1s from the mam- 
land of Thal and the effect that any batteies 1a1sed at Thal might have 
against the fort of Unden. Likewise the depth of water on all sides 
and how near the enemy’s grabs may approach Under so as to batter 
the fort by their piow or side guns in such manner as a, practicable bieach 
may be effected. More espemally you are to consider how the main 
gateway 01 entrance is seemed and whether or no there 1s any place upon 
the island whee the enemy may Jand a body of men sufficient and 
diaw them up so as to make a regular attack without bemg exposed to 
the fire of the aitilery from the fort so as to frustrate the attempts. 
Fiom the best aformation I have been hitherto able to obtain, there 1s 
not sufficient depth of water for fheir grabs to approach near enough 
so as to do any execution without being at the same time exposed to 
our galleys aud giabs whom they must always expect to watch their 
motions. If you find that with the assistance you now carry and what 
hereafter I may be able to send you, the place is tehable, you aie then 
to land your detachment, provision, and ammunition, But if you find 
that the artillery that is already in the fortand the carnages to mount 
at on may, by the assistance of the carpenteis and smiths that we 
now send with you, be iendered sufficient for the defenge of the place, 
there will be then no occasion for landing the artillery we now send 
with you or at least only such part of 1t as you and Oaptam Macneale 
shall judge absolutely necessary. 

You aie next to send off im the nme galivats belongmg to the island 
and such othe: boats as you can spaie to send hither with the ytmost 
expedition, all the women children old men and other persons unfit for 
seivice under convoy of the Company’s four galivats, who, under gover 
of the Mui y, may see them safely so far m their way to this port as to be 
out ef danger and then the four Company’s galivats may return tb you 
fur your futther orders If at one trp the nine galivats 4nd your boats 
cannot transport the whole of the unnecessary people, you may order 
the boats back to make a second tr1p’so as to clear the garrison of every- 
tlung but such a number of men as may be sufficient for its defdnee, 
which I compute 500 effective fighting men must be at all events, 

In my letter to Sidi Balél I have signified to him as my opinion that 
on the present emeigency it will be for his interest and that of the 
Sidi his master, to hoist the Englich flag upon his fort and deliver up to 
you the defence of 1t with his assistance and that of his present garrison, 
with this condition that whenever the Sidi thinks proper to demand the 
restitution of it to him on his affairs takmg a different tw than what 
they seem at present, to promise the same shall be delivered up on the 
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Sidi paying the Tonourable Company the expense and charge they have 
been and may beat in preserving oft with the usual lawful interest of 
nine per cent per annum. In case that the Sidi’s affaw will not adnut 
of reclaiming the said fort, that then the same shall xemaim to the 
Honourable Company as their sole right and property,and the gaiison 
of sepoys shall become the subjects of the said Honourable Company 
and remain in their pay and service at the usual pay that is now paid to 
the garnson sepoys of Bombay. The hoisting of the English flag and 
the taking of the island and fortress of Underi mto the Honourable 
Company’s immediate protection and defence will convince the enemy 
that we are fully determmed to defend it and support it to the last. 
This, I flatter myself, that Sidi Balal and all honest Musalmdns will 
prefer to the giving 1t up to the Mardthds on their specious but most 
false promises ; believing that we have no other motive in making this 
proposal but to give a cheek to the growing insolence of that treacherous 
set of people, since I shall be much better pleased to see the Sidi’s family 
and his-heifs restored to their ancient authonty and command in this 
neighbourhood and in restoring to them the said island and fortiess 
than being at the expense of entertaining it on the Honourable Com- 
pany’s account without any other prospect of advantage than that of 
keeping it out of the common enemy’s hands. 


If on your taking a survey of the island you find it impracticable 
with the succours you now carry and what you are capable of judging 
we may hereafter be able to send you to defend 11 either through thede- 
ficiency of the fortifications, the contiguity of its srtuation to the main- 
land of Thal, and the batteries the enemy may raise thereon against it, or 
the 1epugnancy of the Sidiand his people to the conditions under which 
I propose to give them the present assistance, you are then to forbear 
the landing of your detachment, artillery, provision or stores until 
you have made a report to me of the condition and circumstances you 
find the place in, and wait my answer thereof. If my expectations 
are answeied, as I have no room to doubt they must be, you are then 
to expedite as mich as possible the putting the place in a proper posture 
of defence and sending hither all the unnecessary people, completing the 
number of the garrison to what you may think sufficient of fighting 
men.» On so domg you may acquaint Captam Holden of the Mary 
that there is no farther occasion of continuing in his station but that 
he reay 1eturn with his ship into Bombay harbour. 


The charge of the provisions you are to put under the care of some 
serjeant or some person of trust and that of the ammunition and war- 
like stores under another, with the assistance of two lascars who ae 
best versed in those affairs, and each of them is to keep a regular book 
of xeceipts and issues of each species to be laid befoie me as often as 
required. 

Antonio De Mello who goes with you as chief gunner I have advanced 
to the pay of a quarter gunner for his encouragement, If he exerts 
himself with as much zeal and fidehty as I know he has capacity in 
that employment I doubt not but he will deserve the advance, 


If at the first and second trip of the boats with the women and 
children they cannot send off the whole number you may send the 
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remainder on board the Mary when she proceeds to this port, whose 
commander has orders for recerviny them and treating them in the best 
manner, > 

Mi. Kellet has sent you six bullocks for your Europeans with which 
you must make ‘the best shift you can jill we can send you more. _ But 
{ would havé you inculcate to them to eat mee and khichadt which is 
moie nourishing and wholesome than any flesh meat that can pos- 
sibly be procured at this wet season. When fair weather sets in we 
can supply you fiom tame to tame both with fresh and salt provisions as 
you may have occasion. But I believe when you are once settled you 
will not want more than 20 Europeans and you may return the remain- 
der hither, Of one thng I must put you in mind, immediately to 
set about malang more tanks for water, as many at least as will con- 
tain sutlicient water for all the fair season. You are no longer to 
depend on having any water from Thal as formerly, and to send it from 
hence will be very troublesome. It will be much more easy and 
less expensive to make tanks to contam a sufficient quantity of water 
for your garrison the year round. 

In the foregoing part of these instructions I have ordered you not 
to land your detachment and artillery until you and Captain Macneale 
had talked with Sidi Balél. In case you find that the enemy fire 
upon your boats and people from.Thal side and are likely to do them 
damage, you may land your people as soon as youcan. Oras it is 
now moonhght, I believe xt will be safest gomg im durmg the night time, 
the Sidi’s people that sailalong with youlene sufficient pilots to carry 
you in either by night or day. Should Sidi Balél of bis own aceod 
propose to you his coming hither to discourse with me, you may agree to 
1t. But you are not to propose this to him from yourself. 

T have talked with Antonio de Mello, and he assures me that the walls 
of the fort are very good and that st 1s not possible for the enemy to do 
them any damage from Thal. Neither is 1b practicablé to bring any 
giahs or other vessels capable of car rying a sufficient gveight of metal 
to batter 1t by sea on any side, because of the foul ground that lies all 
round at a considerable distance, so that only shilars or galivats can 
epproach it And that you with your cohorns may make the enemy very 
uneasy at Thal af they offer tomolest you. However, I would have tou 
very frugal of your ammunition since their fiimg against you can be 
of very little consequence ° 

Tam most apprehensive that the Sidi’s people will be very dilatory in 
transporting thei: wives and families and occasion the Mary to tary 
longer in her station than I can allow for at this season of the year 
You taust expedite them as much: as possible, and I would only have 
you keep such a numbe® of sepoys in garrison as you think wilk be 
absolutely requisite. I believe you will find the fort is not so large as 
1t has been described and that 300 men will be sufficient. However that 
i one enturely to your discretion, I commit you to the Divine pro- 

ection. 


a a Re I ey 
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On the 26th J uly the President acquaints the Board that pursuant 


to ouf resolution of the 13th instant*(July), the Mary, Captam Holden 
Commander, weighed anchor the 15th of this month and stood towards 


- the island of Unden with four of the Honourable Company’s Sghting 


galivats and under their convoy sux Théna boats withs the detachmen 
artillery and stores sent to the succour of thatisland, The galivate 
and boats happily arrived at Under1 that evening, but the Bury was 
obliged to come to an anchor five mules distance, the Commander not 
esteeming 1¢ safe this season of the year to approach nearer. Upon 
their arrival Captaim Inchbird and Captam Macneale, according to the 
President’s instructions to Captain Inchbird, went to the Killedéy Sidi 
Baldl and delivered to him the President’s letter and acquainted lum 
with the occasion of their coming and the succours they had brought. 
After having taken a survey of the fort’ which they esteemed tenable, 
they proposed to the Killeddr the hoisting the English flag to which they 
believed the enemy would pay a greater regard than to that of the Sidi. 
To this the Killedér agreemg the English flag was accordingly hoisted 
on the 16th m the morning under the discharge of the artillery of the 
fort and the galvats. Tleen the enemy from Cundery and their battenes 
from Thal began and continued to fire pretty briskly at the fort of 
Underi for that and several following days but without doing any 
damage. On the 19th the galivats and boats returned with seveial 
famihes of women and children from* Underi and the weather having , 
proved very boisterous for two days before, the Mary being no longer of 
any use where she lay, the Commander slipped his cable, not being able 
to purchase his anchor and came into port. 


At the same Consultation the President likewise acquaints the Board 
that he had received a letter from the Emperor’s secretary of state 
Shamshad Daula, (formerly known by the name of Khén Dara) 
requirmg him im his majesty’s name to assist the Sidi m conjunction 
with the Porsuguese in recovering his territories that have lately been 
overrun by the Shéhu Réja and Angria. To this the President re- . 
turned answer: If his majesty would defray the whole expense of such 
an undertaking and send his royal army we should be glad to act in con- 
cert with them or with such other forces as may be procured from the 
Partuguese for restoring the Sidi to his dominions. But that as our 
business in these parts of the world is trade and not to increase our 
chaxges, we keep up such a number of troops only as are capable of 
defending and protecting our commerce, without mterfermg with the 
too frequent guarrels of the neighbouring powers.’ 

At a Consultation dated 11th December 1733, Messrs. Lowther and 
Dickins being returned from Réjpuri give in their diary of their tians- 
actions there and the treaty of alliance concluded with this Government 
under the seals of seven of the principal governing Sidis. The counter- 
part signed by the President and Council and sealed with the Company’s 
seal, is to be returned to the Sidis of R4jpuri? 


1 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 26th July 1733, Pub, Diary 5 of 1732-33, 156-157. 
Forrest's Home Series, II. 53-54, ~~ ° ; 
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At a Consultation dated 13th September 1784, fhe President 
acquamts us that yesterday arrived from Underi 52 prisoners wi were 
taken m an expedition the Sidi lately made up the nver of Pen without 
the Pieadent’s knowledge or consent and’econtiary 10 the articles of 
agreement between us. The President observes that a great many 
merchants come hither by the smd river from the Ghit country 
who carry away considerable quantities of goods, and he appiehends if 
such yiolences are contanued, 1¢ will deter the merchants from ventumg 
hither to the no small detimment of our taade Therefore to convince 
the said merchants that we do not approve of such proceedirgs and are 
inchnable to prevent them, he proposes to 1eturm the puisoners to then 
habitations. This as unanmmously agieed to.! 

On the 22nd November 1784, having received advice that Méndji 
the younger Angria, had, on a quarrel with his elder biother Sambha}, 
deseited from Koliba and retired to Chaul, the Council agree in think- 
ing 1t a good opportumty to endeavour to weaken our enemy’s force by 
keeping up the dissension between the two brothers. Wath this object 
the President (Honourable J. Horne) proposes to send Captain Inchbird, 
who 1s well acquainted with the tempers of these people, to Chaul to 
discourse with the said Maén4ji on the situation of his brother’s affairs. 
And, if he ean, to prompt Mandji to seize on some of his brother’s forts 
to the northward as this would gieatly distress Sambhéj1, whose whole 
county depends upon the teiritones about Koléba for grain. And also, 
if he finds that Mandji has a party sufficient in any of the said forts, to 
give him hopes of our assisting him with what he may want towards 
becoming master of them and keeping them against his enemies.? 


On the 6th December, the President acquaints the Board that 
Captain Inchbird bemg returned from Chaul informed him that Méndji 
Angiia had taken Upper Chaul from his brother Sambhiji, that he had 
about 600 men with him, and had an interest with the people m Koldba 
and several other of his brother’s forts by which he hoped to get them 
into his possession. But he is greatly m want of money and ammuni- 
tion which he earnestly solicits to be supplied from heice. Weare con- 
vinced that it would be a very great advantage to us to keep up the 
dissension between the two brotheis and thereby divide their force. 
For xf M4ndji sueceeds in his design on Koldba he will greatly distress 
his brother, who, for want ofa fleet, will not have it in his power to pre- 
judice us, should be hereafter be inclined g0 to do. It 1s thevefore 
agreed that for the present we advance Méndji Rs. 4000 and supply 
him with the stores desired, bemg 7 small iron guns, 200° shot, 
30 barrels of powder, 20 slabs of lead, 8000 small shot Yor partndge, 
and 20 pieces of coarse cloth (dangrz), That Captam James Inchbird 
return to Chaul to supply Mén4ji with the money as he may have 
occasion for it and to take all opportunities of spinting him up to carry 
on his resentments against his brother. 


In January 1736 the Bombay Council received the following letter 
from Captain Abraham Anselm and others of the Company’s outward 
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bound ship Derby, then prisoners at Angria’s fort of Suvarmdurg: Our 
long absence we suppose will he vary surprising to you. The occa- 
sion is as follows. On the 18th March Jast (1735) our pilot ran our 
ship aground on a place mm the Swinn called the Mouse. We lay seven 
hours beating and recerved so much damage that we weye ordered by the 
Tfonourable Company into Sheerness where we unloaded and repaired the 
ship. This detained us five weeks. The 27th Apml arrived in the Downs, 
on the 30th April sailed from thence, the 1stSeptember arrived at Johanna, 
and sailed the 13th October, the 26th December at five in the morn (in 
17° 50’ north latitude about 16 leagues from shore) fell in with four 
galivats and five grabs belonging to Angria. ‘They attacked us by six 
o’clock in the morn, having so little'wind all day that our ship would 
neither stay nor veer. They took care we should not bring any guns to 
bear on them but what we got out of our stern ports which we kept 
elose. By eight o’clock they destroyed most of our rigging, at ten 
carried the mizen mast by the board at one shot away, the mam mast 
at the same time received two double-headed shots between wind and 
water abaft which was secured, found two feet water in the hold and 
still proved leaky. Soon after they lodged two double-headed shots in the 
foremast. Continued on m our engagement till four of five o’clock in the 
afternoon, Then thought1n vam to proceed, so submitted. Seven of ow 
men were lulled, five more had their legs shot off, and many others 
wounded, There is one hundred and difteen of us now prisoners with 
Angria, He seems to insist on peace or no redemption for us which we 
leave to your Honour’s disposition if convenient to restore us who ale 
your Honour’s obliged and obedient humble servants to command, 
(Signed) Abrahams Anselm, Robert Cuddon, Christopher Banow. 
P.S,—Our Chief Mate Mr. Thomas Rogers received a shot in his thigh, 
of which he died. We particulanse this to your Honour seeing his name 
is not signed hereto. 10th January 1736.! 


Two days before (8th January 1786) the President had acquainted 
the Board that he had this morning received the melancholy news of 
our Honourable Masters’ ship Derby being taken about twelve days ago 
(26th December 1785) by five of Sambh4ji Angria’s grabs and caimed 
ynto Southern drook (Suvarndurg). He has no other particulars of the 
action than that all her masts were carried away and several of her people 
killed? The Consultation proceeds: As it is probable that a light buat 
may, overtake the departed shrps before they leave the coast, it is directed 
that a short letter be immediately prepared to advise our Honourable 
Masters of this unhappy disaster and that a boat be despatched with it to 
proceed as far as Anjengo if she does not overtake the ship sooner. The 
President observes to the Board that by the fatal loss of the Derby we 
shall not have treasure sufficient to provide a loading of coffee at Mokha.’ 


On the 7th May 1736 the President communicates to the Board a letter 
received from Caitan deSouza, Captain of Chaul, advising him that one 
Moro Pant was arrived there with full powers from Sambh4ji Angria 
to treat with us for making peace and had desired him to send down 
Captain Inchbird to hear what proposals he had to make, intimating 
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that this might prove a favourable opportunity for gettuhg away our 
people prisoners with Angria. Though we have little hopes of c»ming 
to au accommodation, yet as our complying so far may be attended 
with the release of our pusoners who we believe Sambhdji may be tied 
of keepmg, it is agreed that Captain Inchbird be sent on this service as 
soon as ow vessels return from the northwaid ! 


On the 14th May the President communicates to the Boaid o letter 
received (13th May) fiom Captam Inchbird who on discoursmg with 
Sambhajr’s vatil found his intended offers for malang peace weie with 
dengn to get master of Koldba, expecting we shall not assist- Mandji 
ro order to prevent the success of that undertaking, desiring that we 
will send a person down to Gheria, promising also if we come to terms 
of peace to deliver up the ships and prisoneis. But as such a conde- 
scension would bring us into contempt with our neighbours and having 
httle hopes that he would long contmue mm peace with us after he had 
gamed the present port when he would have 16 mn his power moe than 
ever to molest us, the President has drawn out an answer ordermg 
Captain Inchbud to acquaint Sambhaji’s vakil that we cannot agice to 
any such conditions ; but 2f his master 1s so desirous of a peace as he 
pietends, that he first release all the prisoners of our nation as a maik 
of his sincerity when we shall be ready to hear and agree to any 
1eascnable terms for making peace. This is approved by the Board.® 


On the 27th September the Président communicates to the Board a 
letter received from Sambhéj: Angra acquamting him that to show his 
desive of making peace he had sent fifteen of our people to Chaul ; that 
he had sent Moro Pant to offer what he had further to say on this subject 
and desired Captain Inchbird might be sent down to Gheria to conelude 
the treaty Which being considered, it 1s observed that Sambhaj’s 
sending fifteen of the sailors to Chaul is but a slight mark of his 
sincenty ; that as we cannot think of makimg peace while oui prisoners 
are im his hands, it will be needless for Moro Pant to come hither, nor 
can we condescend so far as to send Captaan Inchbiid to Ghena. Such 
a concession would expose us to the contempt of all*our neighbouis, 
as Sambh4ji would immediately spiead a report that the Enghsh had 
sent to beg a peace. 


On the 1st October the President communicates to the Board letter 
m answer to Sambhaji Angria’s, which is approved. As Sambhijr’s 
messenger Moro Pant 1s at Chaul, the sending Captam Inchbied to 
discourse with him may forward the release of our prisoners or at least 
keep them in heait by lettzng them sce we are not semingtyl of them ; 
and we ate apprehensive that if they thought we neglected them, many 
of them would be driven to enter into Sambh4ji’s service: Ii 1s therefore 
agreed that Captain Inchbird 1epair’to Chaul. And the President epm- 
municating such orders as be thinks proper to be given him on this 
occasion they are approved by the Board.‘ 
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On the [2th October the President communicates to the Board sundry 
letters from Captain Inchbird at €haul who thinks nothing can he 
done towards the release of the prisoners unless we consent to his going 
down in our fleet to Gheria. “But as we apprehend such a condescenswn 
would bring ug mto contempt with our naghbours, apd that if Anenia 
refuses to deliver up the prisoners on the President’s signing a cessation 
of arms, he cannot have any sincere intentions to do so on the bare 
hopes of commencing a treaty, and has a design in some manner to 
deceive us. Since therefore we cannot agree to Captain Inchbird going 
to Ghema it 1s directed that he return forthwith, one of the galleys now 
in port being sent to bing him away. : 

The Bombay Diary of the 23rd November has this entry: Imported the 
Prince of Wales, King George, Princess Caroline, Victoria Rose, and 
Neptune from off Ghena having on board all the English that were 
prisoners with Angria (except three who entered into bis service), their 
release having been obtarmmed by Captaim James Inchbird’s management? 


In their Consultation of 24th December 1736 the Bombay Government 
observe: Our eruizers importing this morning from the southward |ring- 
mg im one of ‘Angria’s grabs with a vessel belonging to the suns of 
Muhammad Ali, inhabitants of Surat, whom they had rescued from the 
enemy ; Itis agreed, pursuant to the Consultation of the 19th November 
1731, that the value of the said grab, her stores and ammunition, be 
divided amongst the captors for their encouragement. As ta the Surat 
vessel 16 1s directed that for the present she be put under the care of the 
marine ‘paymaster, hé taking an mventory of what she has on board, 
concerning whom we shall defer coming to any resolution till we find 
whether and in what manner the government or the owneis at Surat 
may make demands on her actount. 


Ordered that the two subhed4rs taken in Angria’s grab be confined 
without irons and that they have a full allowance of provisions and 
that the rest-8£ the prisoners be put in irons and employed on the 
works with such.an allowance of provisions as is necessary for their 
subsistence, 

The President then takes notice to the Board of the promise made 
by the late President and Council in the above consultation to give 
Rs. 2000 at their own expense to the captors for every grab of Anguia’s 
taken in battle, and leaves it to them in what manner to proportion the 
same, The several members who were present at that time acquaint 
the Board that though they signed the Consultation the late President 
and Messrs, Lowther, Kellett; and Dickinson promised to bear the whole 
expense. It is observed that though the said gentlemen are all abseut, 
yet as the said promise has been made public on board all our vessels, it 
wotld be a great discouragement to the people in general should it not 
now be complied with. The President therefore in his own name offers 
to give Rs. 1000 and the rest of the members declining to bear any 
part of the remainder, it is agreed for the encouragement of our people 
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that the other Rs. 1000 be paid out of the treasury on our’ Honourable 
Masters’ account which we cannotsthink they will disapprove of.'> 

During these years (1784-1736), as a,make-weight against the 
power of Angria, the Bombay Government cultivated fuendly relations 
with Sidi Masut. A Consultation of the 6th December 1784 has the 
followmg eutry : Sidi Masut represents that the people belonging to hus 
shups have for sometime been very uneasy for want of thew pay, and 
requests we would advance him money to discharge the airears due to 
them without which he apprebends they will all desert him. He hkewise 
desues a few guns and other stores for the use of his fleet. As we 
have already been at a considerable expense in assisting the Sidis to 
prevent the danger that would attend this settlement fiom their 
country. falling mto the hands of the Shdéhu Réja or Angria, m which 
ease we should be obliged to make a very large addation to our force and 
consequently to our charges, we think 1t but prudent to endeavour to 
prevent so great an evil by continuimg our assistance to the Sidis, which 
expense we have a prospect of being repaid out of the money they may 
recover from the Surat government if by our means they can mamtain 
that part of their country now in their poaséssion It is therefore 
resolved that we let Sidx Masut have Rs. 5000 in money and the stores 
he desues for the use of his fleet.” 


On the 10th January 1735 the, President acquaints the Board that 
since his arnmval be and several of the members had conferences with 
Sidi Saut on the state of the Sidt’s affairs and the subject of the tankha 
or Moghal pension. That Sid: Saut will listen to no proposal for 
relinquishing the least part of the grant and seems much dissatisfied at 
our endeavouring to get it from them, urging’ that it ie all they have 
to depend on for the support of thew country, That Sidi Saut also 
represented the ill state of their affairs, being indebted to their soldiers 
and people, and so destitute of stores and ammunition that 1f we do not 
continue our assistance to them, they have no hopes of keeping their 
country out of the hands of Shihu Raja; that they intend to proeeed 
to Surat Bar with their fleet for recovering the money due from that 
government, out of which he promises to pay us what they are already 
indebted and for such farther assistance as we shall affoid them. 


The Consultation continues: We are well convinced of the trathrof 
what Sidi Saut sets forth m regard to thew poverty and the danger of 
their country. We greatly appiehend that if we deny them our assistance 
at this time they may be so far disgusted as to stnke up a peace, with 
the Shah» Raja by submitting to his yoke (which is the ,evil we have 
Intherto been guarding against) Thereby we should not only lose what 
they now owe us but they would even become our enemies in conjunction 
with Sh4hu Raja and Angria SHould not this be the immedyte 
consequence, we are certain they would proceed with their force to 
plunder the country bordermg on Pen nver which would entirely puta 
stop to the trade carried on thither from this island, On the other hand 
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we have good reason to believe they will recover a large aum from the 
Surat government, and that, upon their fleet appearing at the har, our 
Chief will be applied to for adjusting their demands which will give ua, 
an opportunity of repaying ourselves as far as the circumstances of the 
Sidis will admit, For these reasons it is agreed to advance the Sidis 
Rs. 30,000. ‘We hope we shall not be blamed for so doing when our 
Honourable Masters consider the danger this settlement would be 
exposed to on the destruction,of the Sidis; and that by our assistance 
they have hopes of maintaining their country and we a prospuct: of 
being reimbursed the expense we have been at on that account oul of 
the money they may recover from the Surat government! } 

Shortly after (February 1785) the Councils at Surat and Bombay 
were further able to benefit the Sidi by helping to settle the quarrel 
between him and the Moghal governor of Surat that rose out of the 


‘seizure by the Sidi of certain Surat vessels to compel the Moghal 


governor to pay him his allowance as Moghal admiral,? i 
A Bombay Consultation of the 3rd March contains this entiy$ 
Wrote aletter to the Chiefand Factors at Surat in answer to theirs 
of the 22nd February, *and directed them, in case our trade should be 
impeded by the Moghal government on account of the Sidis, to detain 
such freight belonging to the Moors that might be on board of any 
English ship. This we judged would, induce the merchants to intorfure- 
is putting a speedy end-to the differences between the governor and 
e Sidis. 


A fortnight: later (March 16th) the Bombay Council record the’ 
following entry: «Imported the London sloop from Surat with Mr. 
John Robinson on board who brought us a letter mgned by the Chief 
and himself, dated 14th from the Bar, advising that the Bidia had 
carried away the Moors’ ships, and requesting us to use our good offices 
with the Sidis for returning the ships to prevent fatal consequences. 
The Surat gévernor has signed an obligation to stand by the dension of 
the Chief and syndry merchants therein named who intended to have 
awarded. the Sidi a large sum for admiral’s arrears ; to have settled Sidi 
Masut in Surat; and to have fixed the admiral’s allowance to be paid 
annually in future. The President acquaints the Board that he has 
desired this meeting to take into consideration the advices reveived last 
night (15th March) and this morning from Surat giving an account of 
the*Sidi seizing and’ carrying away the merchants’ ships which would 
oecagon thé rain of the city if by our persuasion the Sidis were not 
prevailed on to return them. Debating hereupon, it is observed that aq 
the Surat merchants are jealous of the Sidis they will not consent to pay 
them any money while their ships and éffects remain in the Sidis’ hands. 
Therefore the first. step which to us seems necessary is to endeavour fo 
prevail on the Sidis to let the merchants’ ships and targoes ba brought 
into this harbour which we think will in some measure pacify the 
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merchants as their goods will not be lable to be plundered as when in 
the Sidis’ own port. Mr, Braddylt being nominated to proceed to Janjwa 

ato discourse with the Sidis on this occasion, is unammously approved. 
And itis agreed to direct him to use all possible arguments for prevailing 
on the Sidis to let the merchants’ ships and cargoes come hither and to 
engage on our behalf that they shall not be restored to the Moors till the 
Sidis’ demands on the Surat governor are complied. with to satisfaction. 
That he acquamts them with the term offered by the Surat governor 
and endeavour to persuade the Sidis not to insist on too unreasonable 
terms, and at the same time to let them know we will use our good offices 
for obtaining them as large a sum as possible. That he also endeavour 
to prevail on the Sidis to send Sidi Masut immediately up to Surat Bar 
to tieat with the governor Andas soon asanything is concluded to send 
advice thereof express to Surat that such of the merchants whose ships 
aie almost in a readiness to proceed on ther voyages may take the 
proper measures so as not to lose the benefit of the season. Dnected 
also that a letter be now wrote to Surat to give them notice of this our 
resolution and that they acquaint the merchants therewith,! 

On the 27th March the Council record: ° Received a letter from 
Mr Braddyll advising that the Sidis had at last consented to let the 
ships come hither, but on condition that in case the Surat governor did 
not comply with their demands and finish their affairs to their satisfaction 
within twenty days after their arrival at Bombay, they should have 
free liberty to return with the ships. For our comphance therewith 
Mr, Braddyll in our behalf gave them an obligation under his hand and 
seal He is preparmg to sail with the fleet and as the cruizers may be 
very serviceable, he keeps them to help tow the heavy ships and sends 
this advice that we may give the proper oiders to Surat The Sidis 
assuied him that the ship’s hatchways were all sealed down to prevent 
piferage, and he thmks nothmg has been landed except some timber 
which the Sidis very much wanted and its value may be deducted out of 
the sum to be paid them by the Surat governor.’ . 

On the 28th March: Imported the Cowan frigate from Surat with a 
let'-1 from Mr. Lowther, dated 26th March, ownmg the receipt of ours of 
the 22nd He says that from our endeavouring to get the ships taken 
by the Sidis returned and his preventing the second Sidi flect of 
galivats carrying away the other ships from the Bar, the merchants and 
people of Surat seem thoroughly satisfied that we have acted a véry 
dismnterested jait Letween them and the Sidis He has communicated 
our ordeis to the gentlemen im town and as soon as he has an answer 
from them will advise us of their proceeding? 

On the 2nd May the President reminded. Sidi Saut of the singular 
services we had from time to time done them. That Underi was stfll 
garrisoned by us and that.at this juncture our fleet was upon their service 
at Anjanvel. That by all these means they had incurred a debt to the 
“ompany of near Rs. 1,50,000 and that all this was done while there 
was little hope of their being able to repay the Company in any reasonable 
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time.’ As regards the Underi charges the following entry occura in a 
Bombay Consultation of the 10th ‘January :? We must remark that 
though the charge of defending Underi appears on our books to be 
Rs, 40,785-3-47, the same is no more than we should have been at in our 
own garrison except for provisions to the soldiers, ammunition expended 
and guns remaimng there, which two latter articles are charged at 50 
per cent, and the sunt of Rs, 16,275-2-31 for assisting the Sidis wholly 
arises from stores supplied them at that advance. 


On the 28rd August the Bombay Council record: The vesse’s 
belonging to the Sidis bemg about to depart for Rajpun and ther 
commanding officer having represented that they are bare of provisions 
and requested us to assist them with a supply we would not willingly 
disgust them by a refusal at this time as we hope to i1ecover good 
part of thew debt out of the money they may receive from Surat. 
It 1s therefore agreed to let them have 50 mudids of batty which the 
waiehouse keeper 1s ordered to deliver to them. ‘The President at the 
same time aequaints the Board that on receipt of the last advices from 
Surat he immediately wrote to Sidi Abdul Rahimdn and Sidi Saut to 
give orders to Surat that the ldkh of rupees deposrted in our tieasury 
might remain heie by which means he 1s in hopes of recovering that 
sum for the Company.® 


During the next two years (1736-37) their common dread of the 
Mardthés seeured the continuance of friendly relations between the 
Enghich and the Sidi. One result of these fmendly relations was the 
establishment of a body of Sidi troops at Sion Fort to help the 
garrison in repelang any Mardtha attack. The mevitable difference 
of opinion arose regarding the pay due to the Sidi contingent. A 
Consultation of the 5th May 1737 records the following: The 
President acquaints the Boaid that he has several times heard the 
Sidi people at Sion weie uneasy for want of pay. He now lays 
before the Board a letter from Captain Inchbird at Sion advising lim 
that the Sidi contingent had publicly declared they would not 
continue without being regularly paid. ‘This being debated, it is 
observed that we could not well refuse to credit the Sidi’s account 
for the charges of sending and maintaining these people while 
they continued here, At the same time should we consent to 
‘pay them in ready money, it would amount to a very considerable 
stim as they pretended to ask much greater pay than our own 
people. While from the unruly disposition of the common people 
and the little obedience they bave shown to the orders of their 
commanding officers we can expect no service from them but what suite 
their own inclination and we are apprehensive that they may commit 
Gisorders and occasion uneasiness among our own inhabitants. We 
are in daily expectation of our flees and when they arrive we hope to be 
in a condition to defend the island should the Mardthis make any 
attempts against us. It is therefore agreed that we send the S:di’s 
people back to Réjpuri. And, that they may not go away disgusted, 
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that we give each of them one month’s pay according to the rates 
allowed our own sepoys and Rs.°100 each to the two chief oflicers.! 


Meanwhile Angria’s hostility continugd to cause uneasiness, Av 
Consultation of the 4th April 1737 records: The President 
acquamts the eBoard that yesterday (8rd Apul 1737) he received 
a letter from Sidi Bald], the commanding officer at Underi, 
wherem he says he has certam advice that Sambhiji: Angria was 
pleparmg to made Underi with seven grabs and thity galivats, 
and if his advice was tine they mght be expected about ts time, 
Whereupon the President immediately gave notice to Captam 
Withamson to put is ship in a propel postwe and the said Captam 
now presents the following letter to the Board: Hearing that your 
Honour has received certam advice that Angria’s fleet 1s expected 
here every day and that your Honour has some thoughts of sending 
the Decker out with what other force you can make to frustrate lus 
designs, this 1s to acyuamt your Honour that now I am ready with 
the said ship to obey your Honowi’s commands, But Ihope you 
will consider that the sad ship is sent out asa ship for trade m the 
Honourable Company’s service. She is by®°Charter Party obhged to 
defend herself agaist any ships or vessels that shall attack or molest 
her in fer said voyage; but I do not apprehend she is to be fitted 
out as a man-of-war to seek an enemy without some security to the 
pwners to make good what damages may theieby accrue either to the 
ship furniture or stores, This I hope your Honour wall consider of ; 
and as you have a precedent of the Fordwich at Bengal, I hope the 
owneis may have the same security which will oblige me very readily to 
obey your commands.? 

On the above letter from Captain Williamson, it is observed that 
by the Charter Party the Company aie entatled to the use of 
the ship both in trade and warfare, and we could produce imstances 
to prove that the same has been practised and never before objected 
to, Wherefore we cannot consent to what the Captain desires, 
Yet as it 1s reasonable that the Honourable Company should be at 
‘the chaige of what ammunition may be expended on this occasion, it 
is agiced that im answer to the Captain’s letter the Secretary sgmfy 
the same m wniting, leaving any damage the ship may 1eceiva tos be 
adjusted between the Honourable Company and the owners in England, 
As we have not vessels of the Honourable Company at presentable 
to cope with such a fleet as it is reported the enemy designs tg send, 
the Pie-idieni on this occasion offers the ships Carolina and Fama 
Lelongiig to himself and others to be employed as shall be fotind necessary, 
the Honourable Company putting on board such stores and ammunition 
as may be wanted and making gotd any damage either of the sbips 
may 1eceive. This being so reasonable the Board unanimously accept 
the offer.8 

The same Consultation (4th April 1787) contimues: As we hourly 
expect the Prince of Wales galley from Surat, ordered that the ships 
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proceed as sdon as possible without the mouth of the harbour, If 
they dascover the enemy’s fleet, that they immediately attack them to 
prevent their landing any foree upon Underi; and should the Pronce 
of Wales galley appear and*the enemy stand towards her, that our ships 
make the best of their way to her relief, Ordered that the Prince of 
Wales galley likewise jo them and that they lie near to the mouth of 
the Tae to observe such signals as shall be made from the Fort.! 


The rumour of Sambhd4ji’s invasion seems to have been false. Four 
days later (8th April) the Council write: Having reason to believe 
that the report of Sambh4ji Angria’s design to come to the northward 
with his fleet is without foundation, it 1s agreed that the Decker be 
ordered to return into port as it is now time to get her in readimess to 
prosecute her intended voyage.” 


With the close of the rains Sambh4ji and Ménéji Angria who had 
made up their quarrels again became troublesome. On the 26th 
August the President a¢quaints the Boaid that two days ago (24th 
August) he received intelligence that the Shthu Raja had got together 
a body of 20,000 foot and 50,000 horse. ‘I hat 20,000 of the horse were 
designed against Goa, and as many against Daman, and that with the 
remainder of the force they were resolved’ to attack Bombay. The 
patamars who arvived last night report that they were detained three 
days at Thana during which time 5000 men came to that place, Resolved 
whether this intelligence prove true or not, it is our duty to be in constant 
readmess to defend ourselves. It is therefore directed that strict orders 
be given to the commanders of the several outforts to keep a careful watch 
in their respective posts to prevent the enemy getting upon the island 
by a surprise’ 

On the 1st September the President acquaints the Board with the 
substance of a letter received two days before from the Sidi officer at 
Underi advising that Sambh4ji Angria had fitted and sent out part of 
his fleet to infercept the vessels expected from Mokha. That on receipt 
of this notice hg had desired Commodore Massey to get his ship in 
readiness and had ordered two of the eruizers to be also got ready 
which would-be done by to-motrow night (2nd September), and he 
now desires the opinion of the Board on this occasion. A messenger 
wht arived this day from Goa likewise informs the President that he 
put into Gheria in his passage hither where there lay only four grabs 
though as we are told Sambhdji has not leés than 13. ‘The 
Consyltation proceeds: ‘he Victoria from Mokha is indeed this instant 
arrived. Buf the King George and the -ship laden with coffee do not 
yet appear and the Heathcote also from England is daily expected. In 
these circumstances as our vessels are nearly in readiness we think we 
should be mexeusable not to send them out whether the report proves 
true or not. For if by neglecting so to do any accident should happen 
we should justly incur the censure of our Honourable Masters. 
It is therefore agreed that the Wilmington, Britannia, and Princess 
Carolina be sent out as soon as they are ready to cruize the latitude of 
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about 184 and about 40 to 50 fathom water which is in the tract that 
vessels from Mokha generally come, and near the place where the 
enemy’s vessels may be expected to eruize should the report of their 
being gone out prove true! fo 

On the 19th September 1737 a Consultation records: As the 
monsoon seems now broken, the President recommends to the consideration 
of the Boaid in what manner to employ our fleet the ensuing season 
ro as to prevent the enemy domg*muschief and provide for the safety 
of theisland, We are convinced of the necessity of blocking Angna 
in his ports, or 1t will be umpossible for any of the tradmg shups or 
vessels to go up and down the coast. And as Angmia’s fleet have often 
endeavoured to push out while our vessels have been lying before his 
ports, we apprehend the Wilmington will not be of so much service In 
that respect as our own cruizeis, as she cannot go so near m shoe 
noi should they attempt to push 1 can she follow the enemy so close, 
pot salmg so well as our vessels. The Britannia, King George, and 
Prince of Wales galleys will be in 1eadiness for this service to go 
down with the Mountague, The Victorva Rose and Princess Carolane 
can relieve them by the time their provisions taay be expended. Not 
to weaken ourselves too much by the detachments to be sent on board 
our fleet, the soldicrs who shall go in the Britanma and the two 
galleys may be put on board the other eruizers who reheve them, It is 
theiefore agreed that the said three vessels, the Britannia, King 
George, and Pisnee of Wales galleys, be sent to he off the enemy’s ports 
and watch the motions of his fleet, as we judge them of sufficient 
strength to cope with any foice he can put to sea” , 


Gieatly as the spread of Matatha power disquieted the guardians of 
Bombay them position was one almost of safety compared with that of 
the Portuguese, who, except to the courage and devotion of their 
Geneial of the North, had little to trust in opposing the flood tide of 
Maratha success which, unchecked, they knew must destroy all trace of 
their long-established power, To supplement the shortcomings of 
theu own preparations they could look nowhere except to the vigorous 
forcsight of them former mval Bombay. 

The 28th March 1737 the President acquaints the Board that he had 
desised thus meeting to consider what steps are proper to be taken dy ‘us 
on the progiess made by the Mardthds in their invasion of the island of 
Sdlsette He informs the Board that last Friday he received a letter 
fiom the General of the North wherem he wnites he has advice of 
Maratha designs to invade his territories but he does note seem under 
any concern thereat, as he says he had prepared for their reception 
so far as in 1eason he ought or could do. But yesterday he received 
another letter from the said General advismg that he was then under arms 
and that the enemy were come over the river of Thana, which he sup- 
pored would be sufficient to induce him (the President) immediatel 
w send him what suecours he could spare, consistent with the friend 
ship and alhance between the two nations, Whereto the President 
answeied that he was very sorry for the unhappy situation of their affairs 
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and the mor® so since it was not in his power to give them assistance, 
For besides the application commg: too late (the enemy having passed 
the river), all our spare force is absent from the island on boaid our 
fleet and at Tellicherry. Several people come from Sélsette this moming 
confirm the loss of Thana, and that the General of the North was re- 
tured from thence. Advice is just now received from Captain Douglas 
Commander of Méhim fort that the Mardthés are come within sight 
of Bandra, and this morning one pf the Padres came over to request 
us to send assistance to defend the convent which is fortified with two 
bastions. The President farther acquaints the Board that upon the 
first notice of the Mardthds’ success, he ordered 1cinforcements to be 
cent to the several out-forts, with orders to be upon thei guard against 
any attempts the Mardéthds might make upon them, and he now desires 
the opinion of the Boaid in what manner to proceed. Taking this into 
consideration we are not to doubt, if the Mardthds fix themselves upon 
Salsette, but they will prove very troublesome neighbouis and be en- 
couraged to make attempts upon this island, At least (as we can never 
trust them) that will oblige us to be at a constant additional expense in 
keeping double guards,in the several out-forts fronting Sélsette. 
The Board being of opinion that if by our sending assistance to the 
convent at Bandra which lies within gunshot of Méhim fort, we can 
defend the plice from the Mardthds, it will give the Portuguese soma 
little spirit and prevent for the present the molestation the Mardthds 
may be inclined to give us. It is therefore agreed that we send them 
an officer and 50 men if the place is found tenable, provided the Padie 
Superioi will engage under his hand that the expense we may be at shall 
he rermbursed, and? make over the convent with the lands appertainmg 
thereto for our secumty. Directed that the necessary prepaiations be 
made and the proper orders issued with the utmost expedition. 

Two days later, the 30th March 1737, the President observes to the 
Board that as the Maréthds are become masters of the whole island of 
SAlsétte except the church at Bandra and thesmall fort at Varsova(Veséva}, 
and as we have httle reason to doubt but such an easy conquest will 
encourage them to make some attempts upon this island, 1t behoves us to 


_ thmnk of putting our garrisons in a proper posture of defence, and as be- 


tween Mshim and Suri three or four places in theriver, that parts this island 
from Sélsette, are fordable at low water and but ill provided against an 


- attack, the securing them ought to be first thought of, The Presideat 


therefore proposes to the Board to raise breast-wo1ks opposite to each of 
thosé passes that can be commanded from the shoie, and that the giab 
taken from Angria be mounted with guns, and that a flat boat belonging 
to the Honourable Company be fitted up and hkewise mounted with guns 
to lie as near as possible to such -of the passes as are not commanded 
frdin the shore, and the President offers the Fume frigate now in the 
1oad belonging to himself to be employed on this occasion as she may 
be wanted. ‘These preparations bemg so absolutely necessary for the 
safety of the island we must agree to them, though the same may be 
attended with some expense, Further the Board aie sensible that the 
number of men at present in out pay is far short of what would he 
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wanted for the defence of the island, should it be attacked? And as the 
safety of the island does in a gitat measme depend upon preventmg 
an enemy’s landmg, the Boaid aie unammously of opmion that we 
ought to meiease the number of our fightfyg men and put our forts 
and gatsons yn a condition of making the best defence possible. 
It 1s accordiugly agieed that we raise 400 or 5U0 sepoys with all con- 
vement speed, that the necessary 1epaars be given to the several forts 
upon the islaud, and that they be fuiniched with everything that shall 
he judged necessary for their defence, and that stiict_ orders be given to 
the several commanding officeis to be watchful in their posts to prevent 
@ suipiise, 


The President then observes that our cruizers are oideied*to touch at 
Goain them 1eturn from Tellicherry and to wat for the Prince of Wales 
galley, who we pioposed to send thither to jom them and brmg up 
ariack for the service of the island. It 1s now thought convenient 
to alter this 1esolution, as the eruuzeis waiting any time at Goa might 
be of very bad consequence, and as we know not what occasion we may 
have fo: them, and as we suppose the gentlemen at Tellicherry have 
concluded a peace with the Kanaris, we hope*they will be able to spare 
some of the people fiom ther garrison, It is therefoie agieed to de- 
spatch a bout instantly to call at Goa, and theie Icdge oideis for our 
vessels making the best of their way hither, and that then she proceed 
to Tellicheiry with our directions to the gentlemen (in case the veseels 
thould not have left that port) to send up mm company with them such 
of the galivats and as many menas they can possibly spare. But should 
the cruizeis be sailed, that they send up the galivats with as many men 
as they can take m. And debating whether it would not be proper on 
thas occasion to detain the Decker, 1b 1s observed that though her men 
at this juncture might be of great service to us, yet as the keepmg her 
till 1t 1s too late to touch upon the coast would overset our Honourable 
Masters’ scheme mm sending her this roundabout voyage, we are very 
unwilhng todo it. But it 1s agneed that we do not despatch her till the 
10th or 12th of next month (April 1737), when wé shall be able to 
judge whether we shall be m such absolute want of her men as to 
detain the ship longer. Itis hkewise observed that the Hallifuz is 
expected every moment to arrive at Surat and the detaining that ship till 
July or August will be attended with less mconvenience or detimment, 
as we do not apprehend that there will be any gieat difference i the 
piice of cotton im the Bay between May and September. Therefore 
it 1s agieed that we direct the gentlemen at Surat to oider the Com- 
mander to call at this port in his passage to Bengal, that if it shall be 
found necessary we may detain the ship here.? 

The 4th April 1737 the President communicates to the Board, the 
substance of sundry letters he had received from the General of the 
Noith and the Commanders of other forts in the hands of the Portuguese, 
regai ding assistance of men and ammunition, all of which he had answered 
to the fullowing effect: That the enemy bemg so near our own 
doors we are obliged to provide for our safety, and that we have not 
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more men and ammunition than will be necessary for our defence in 
case ve should be attacked. Otherwise we should have readily assisted 
them as far as we could spare and they could pay for. This the Board 
approves,! ‘ : 

The Chief and Factors at Surat in a letter of 20th April 1737, 
express their concern at our situation occasioned by the Mardéthés, and 
shall endeavour to enlist 200 sepoys for the service of the island.® 
Ordered that the gentlemen at Surat enlist on the best terms they 
can 100 or 150 good sepoys and that they send them down hither with 
such cattle and gram as they can procure and get conveyances for 
before the rains, having reason to believe we shall be in want of the 
latter articles? ~ 

The 27th April 1737 the President communicates to the Board the 
substance of a letter which in answer to one from himself he had 


“received since our last meeting from Chimndji, the commanding 


officer of the Mardthés at Thdna, In this Chimndji seems to 
consent to accept of the President’s mediation between the Portugneso 
and the Mardthds providgd he will send a person with his proposals. In 
answer whereto the President wrote him that he should be very glad to act 
as mediator to accommodate matters between them and the Portuguese, 
but ashe could not tell what terms either the Portuguese or Mardihas 
would msigt on, he apprehended it would be more proper for Chimnéji 
to send a person with his demands hither, and he would signify the 
same to the General of the North that he might also authonze one to 
treat on his part when the President promised to use his gocd ollices 
for bringing aboute. réconciliation, This answer the Boaid approves. 


At the same Consultation (27th April) the Piesident acquaints the 
Board that he has received a letter from the Viceioy of Goa, advising 
him thathe is preparing to send up his fleet with succours for regaming 
their territorigs from the Mardthds, the vessels being provided with 
provisions and ammunition for their own expense. But that he could 
not send up any powder for Bassein, which he depended upon the Presi- 
dent to furnish as wellas such other stores and ammunition as should be 
wanted, The President also last night received letters from Basse 
requesting him to supply them with 150 barrels of gunpowder, whereto he 
had drawn up an answer acquainting them that we have not more powder 
in store than will be sufficient for our own occasions, and therefore 
cannot comply with their request. It is observed they had already 160 
‘barrelg, and we have not more than about 800 in store. If we com- 
ply with their daily demands of 10 or 20 barrels at a time, we shall 
drain ourselves, and never be free from their importunities. The Presi- 
dent’s answer to the above letter is therefore approved.5 ” 


The same Consultation continues (27th: April 1737): The 
President recommends to the Board:to take into consideration what 
part it will be proper for us to act in the present juncture though 
it will not be prudent to come to a final resolution tall we know four 
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eeitam what foree the Poitugugse can raise. An idle proposal has 
been made for permittmg the Ma:dth{s to conquer Salsette and pu- 
vately treat with them for dehvermg it to ws Besides the pertidy of 
such av action m regud to the Portuguese and the mischiefs 1t might 
bimg upon our Honourable Masters from that nation, so many objections 
aad difficulties ceey against so treacherous a scheme that we can by no 
means think of undertaking rt, were we even secure of the event. It 
1s then debated how far 1b may be prudent to assist the Portuguese. Ip 
this revaid it 1s observed that, so long as the Marathds contmue on 
Salsette, we shall be put to an extraoidmary expense mm mamtaming an 
additional force for the security of the island. We shall be obliged to keep 
the outposts well guaided to pievent a sudden mvasion of which we should 
otherwise be continually appiehensive as that island hes so contiguous 
to this, and there bemg so many passages fordable at low water. If 
therefore the Portuguese can raise such a force that with our assistance 
the diving the Mardth‘s from Sélsette may be attempted with hopes 
of success 1t will behove us to jom with the Poituguese. On the 
othe: hand should 1t be judged that the Maidthds ase too powerful for 
us both, we must be content to sit quiet under a heavy eapense, as there 
will be no dependence to be had on the faith of the Mardthds, even 
should they engage to live on the strictest terms of friendship with us ; 
but our safety will (as aleady observed) depend on our bemg constantly 
prepaied to frustrate thezr attempts.! 


The next day (April 28th) the President acquaints the Board that he has 
desired this meetmg to communicate to them the substance of a mestage 
he received this morning by a subheddr from the Portuguese Captam m 
the fot of Sabage called Bella Flor,’ amporting that he 1s in the utmost 
distiess for want of water and ammunition, and that unless we send hm 
succouis before mght he shall be obliged to deliver up the place to the 
enemy The said subhedér reports that there are 500 of the enemy’s men 
very near the fort: and about 4000 at some further distance. The Presi- 
dent desires the opmion of the Board what resolution it will be proper 
to take on the present cecasion. It 1s observed that even were it in our 
pov er to send the necessary supplies for relieving the said fort, the tame 
given 1s too short for us to make the necessary preparations. Fuxthar, 
as the enemy are so near as to have immediate notice of our undertaking 
such an expedition, we should expose the island to ther attempts as 
we cannot pretend to send any succours without taking off the people 
stationed to guard the passes from Sélsette to this island. Even ‘with 
the best foree we might send the enterpmze would bé extremely 
hazardous, considering how closely the fort is blocked up and the number 
of theenemy, We are sensible that by this fort falling into the hands of 
the Marétha4s, they will become masters of a large tract of land and may 
the more easily get the entire possession of one side of this bay (when 
they wall have it in their power to distress this island) which we should 

_ be glad to prevent. But the short space of time, the danger our own 
island would be exposed to while our forces were absent, and the 
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hazard of the attempt to relieve the place with the small number of men 
in comparison with the enemy’s force, are too waghty objections 
against the undertaking. Whe Captain Commandant being called and 
entirely concurring with us in this opmuon, 16 is resolved to decline the 
attempt. 

Next morning (29th April 1737) came news thati the fort of Sabage was 
yesterday delivered up to the Mardthas, the garrison being permitted 
to march out under arms with their baggage.” 


A week later (the 4th May 1787) a Portuguese frigate arrived from 
Goa with about 800 soldiers and some ammunition to defend ther 
northern territories from the Marathas.8 


Next day (the 5th May 1787) the President acquaints the Board that 
having had a long conference with Pedio de Mello? commandant of the 
forces cent fiom Goa by the Vicetoy, he finds the frigate has nought up 
only 800. men, little ammunition and no spare arms, the Portuguese 
expecimg we should furnish them wiih everythmg they might want. 
Accordingly the said Pedio de Mello had applied to hm for men, powder, 
and arms. In reply the*President gave him to understand we had no 
more than sufficient for our own defence and therefoie be could not thik 
1t consistent with prudence to part with any. At this Pedso de Mello 
seemed lnghly disgusted, telling the President the Portuguese natiun 
were not actually obliged to us for any assistance we gave them, since 
it was as much our interest as theirs to prevent the designs of the 
Marathés. However he having been since very piessing for a supply of 
powder, as their depending upon us had prevented their binging up a 
suffiment quantity from Goa, and upon enquiry finding we have about 90) 
barrels in store besides what has been delivered the gunner and the several 
out-forts, it is agreed that we let him have as far as 100 barrels 4 


The 21st, May 1737, as all the forces which the Portuguese can 
possibly have this seqson from Goa, consist cf only 300 men, the 
debate 1s resumed what part will be most prudent for us to act in 1cgaid 
to the Mardih4s. The Board is unanimous that, if our force, 
jomed with the Portuguese, should be judged capable of withitand- 
ing the Mardthds or sufficient to regain the island of Sulsette, ow 
coming to hostilities with the Mardthdés would be more eligible {han our 
continuing mm our present state. Because if the Marathés weie removed 
from Salsette, we should be under no apprehensions of danger fiom them, 
nor*be obliged to continue the gieat additional expence we aie now at to 
secure ourselves against them while they 1emaim upon that island Stall 
when we consider the great number of men the Marathds can at any 
time bring nto the field, they appear too powerful for the Portuguese 
afd our united force to stand against, and (according to information we 
have received) they are too well secured in Thana for us to hope to expel 
them Therefore seeing that.as we might draw great inconveniences upon 
ourselves besides a heavy expense by declaring against them, it is resolved 
not to do it unless a very favourable opportunity offers of effecting 
a Ss 
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some‘hing conriderable against them. We do not want pretegts for 
breaking with them, as they have not only refused to permit provimions 
bes brouché to this island from any part ef ther country, but have 
actually seized and detamed several boats belonging to this island, some 
of whom were cert with money to procure batty from other parts. 

A proposal 1s then made for sending over a person to Chimnoji, the 
commanding olficer of the Mardthés at Théna, to demand the iestitution 
cf the boats they have taken and the free trade of the rivers as formerly ; 
to desne to know how far he 1s resolved to proceed against the Portu- 
guese, whether to make an entire conquest of their countiy, if not, 
what terms he wilt accept from them and to hint to Chimndéyj: that 
according to lus answer we shall frame our future conduct As we 
think no ill consequences can attend this step, 1b 1s unanimously agreed 
to and debating whether to send an Enghshman or a native, we thmk the 
Former nnght look like too great a condescension, nor could we depend 
upon their not detaming hm, It is therefore resolved that Ramji 
Paibhu, a person of capacity and experience, be appointed on this 
seivice ! 

The 3rd June 1737 the President acquaints the Board that he has 
received a letter from Rémj: Parbhu at Thana, advising him that he 
has discoursed with Chimnéji on the pomts he was ordered ; who 
promised to return the boats that had been taken belonging to ths 
asland and to grant us the free trade of the rivers, provided we will 
undeitake to protect them from the molestation of the Portuguese. 
In answer to which the President had ordered RAmji to represent to 
Clumndji that we can by no means enter into such engagement, but 
that we will msk dur own boats, not apprehending that the Portuguese 
will offer to molest them; that he also hint to Chimnéj. that such 
delays of complymg with lis promises cannot but give us room to 
suspect he aims at deceiving us, and that therefore the President insists 
on his positive answer whereby we should be guided in our future 
resolutions, which answer the Board approves.* ° 

The same day (3rd June 1737) the Marine Paymaster lays before the 

card an account of timber bought at Bassein on the Hon’ble Company’s 
account which was lying at Thana when the Marathds took that place; 
and was there seized by them, amounting to Rs, 2098-8-23. Whereupon 
the President 1s desired to order Rémji Parbhu to demand the restitutaon 
thereof from Chimn4ji their commanding officer. 


e 

The same day (8rd June 1737) the President observes toa the Boaid 
that on the commencement of the present troubles in the Portuguese 
country, the grab of Angria’s taken py our cruizers was statianed to 
ruard one of the passes in the river between this island and Sdlsetée, 
{t 18 stall thought proper to continue her, for, as there is little room to 
hope but that the Mardthés will remain on Sélsette, we shall be in want 
ofa vessel to give convoy to the northern trade, as the guarding the passes 
will employ the greatest part of our galivats. The captors have been 
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brought to consent to part with the eaid grab on condition she was taken 
for Rs. 4000, which being so much cheaper than we can propore to build 
a vessel for and a vessel bergg absolutely necessary, it is agreed that we 
take her on the Honourable Company’s account at that rate, and directed 
that the amount be paid out of the treasury.! - - 


The 10th June 1787 the President acquaints the Board that Ramji 
Parbhu returned from Thana since our last meeting, and brought with 
him an order from Chinnéji for restormg the boats and cargoes belong- 
ing to this island taken by the Mardthés Chimn4ji also promised that 
we should be permitted to trade up the rivers as formerly, ‘but desired 
we would desist from sendmg boats into the mvers of Thana or Panvel 
while their disputes with the Portuguese continue, as it will not he safe 
for them to trust any boats passmg up and down those two nvers ; 
that Chimnéji declares he will accept of no terms from the Portuguese, 
being resolved entirely to conquer their country ; but that itis his mclma- 
tion to preserve a strict friendship with us, Rémji Purbhu having been 
at the expense of Rs. 74 for travelling charges and during hrs continu- 
ance at Thana, directed that the came be paid him out of the treasury.’ 


The 4th July the President observes to the Board that at the com- 
mencement of the present troubles between the Portuguese and the Mard- 
thas, a stop was put to the exportation of all warlike stores fiom this 
island, to prevent the Mardth4s getting the same into their hands, in which 
prohibition lead was included. As it will be necessary to continue the 
prohibition during these commotions we are assured that the lead lying on 
our hands will not fetch more than Rs. 7 per paka man, and, fiom the 
course of the market m Bengal having reason to believe it will sell for 
more there, and our Hon. Masters in the 48th paragraph of their com- 
mands of the 2nd July 1736 received by the De ker, m such case recom- 
mending to us sending it thither, it is unanimously agreed that after 
reserving what shall be judged sufficient for the service of the island, 
the remainder be shipped on board the Grafton’ 

The 8th July’ 1737 the President acquaints the gentlemen that the 
reason of desirmg this meeting is to take into consideration what part 
1s proper for us to act in the present state of the island. Atthe same 
tunehe lays before them the following abstract of our forces, military 
and marine . 


: Bompay Forces, 1737. ' No. Total. 
A Mihtary 2s Sig ve en 2269 
1, Europeans (including Officers) . o 449 
: ag sae re 817 
5, Sepoys Got ng ‘ 7 943 
B Mariners ‘ ‘ ase ‘ —— 4th 
1. Europeans (including Officer) * ws 299 
2, At Mokha F 115 
Total . 2023 


— 


He then desires the opinion of the gentlemen present whether with the 
above force and the assistance of three’ Europe ships it will be prudent 
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to undertake any thing against the commonenemy Angria by land. If Lhapter I. 
not, whether we can with hopes of sucess attempt to destroy his grabs History. 
in his ports Observing at the same time that as the Mardthis ave Sis aiacrennbiag 
go near us it will be necessary to keep such a pait of the above force  ‘Sitack Anguia, 
upon the islandeas shall be thought sufficient to frustiate the attempts 1737. 

they may make agaist us. 


The gentlemen unanimously agree that the safety of the island 
ought to be first considered. Not one of them is of opmion that with the 
force we can ventme to send any thimg can be attempted agamst 
Angria by land with hopes of success, as fiom the best mformatiun we 
have been able to obtain, the enemy has constantly m pay 15,000 or 
16,000 men and upon a very short warning can raise 6V00 more. 
Ag we could not expect to undertake any such expedition without the 
enemy gaining intelligence of our design, he would have time to make 
appheation to Shahu Raja, who can and im such cases would send a 
large number of men to his assistance. For these reasons 11 1s thought 
convenient to lay aside all thoughts of making an expedition by land 
against the enemy. 


The motion, whether the destroying the enemy’s grabs in his own ports 
could not be effected, being next taken mto consideiation and the opmion 
of the gentlemen asked thereupon, Captam Walker, Captam Inchbird, 
and some of the commanders of the cruizers who have been m the river 
of Gheia and are acquainted with the situation of the fort, mform the 
Board that when the enemy’s grabs are m that river, they are 
constantly hauled up intoa bay quite round the fort which forms a half 
moon and that they he cloce to two lmes of guns near the water side and 
a new towe: lately built which entuely commands the iver and bay 
where the grabs he; that in dark mghts there are lights constantly 
bummg upon the river and a careful and stnct watch 1s kept by the 
enemy And whatever vessel or boat goes mto the nvey, must pass so 
close by their fortifications that the said gentlemen apprehend it 1s not 
postible for them to do 1t undiscovered , whence 16 1s*believed that the 
making such an attempt would prove meiffectual,and 1t is therefore 
dropped. 

The Piesident then recommends to the gentlemen to consider whether — should Bombay 
with our present force we could make any attempts with reasonable attack Thana, 
hopes of dislodging the Mardthis from Thina fort, acquamtmg*hem isis 
that by Ins latest advices there were 2000 men im the place and more 
daily retuining from before Bassem. Capt Inchbid, who 1s acquainted 
with the situation of the place, being asked concerning it, informs the 
Boaid that no attack can be made by us upon the maim fort without 
passing by a small fort built in the muddle of the river, and three batteries 
lately raised by Mén4ji Angria’s people who assisted the Mardthds m ther 
present expedition, and also being exposed to the fire from three other forts 
that did belong to the Portuguese and are now m the Mardthds’ posses- 
sion, That there are also two strong lines of guns along the water side 
which must be passed in order to come at the proper landing place. 
The gentlemen are unanimously of opinion that whatever can be done by 
us must be by a surprise, as should the Mar4th4s have the least notico of 
our design they could immediately draw together such a number of men 
that we could not venture to attack them with all the foree we could 
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spare, and chould we even resolve to attempt to surprize Thana fort, 
we must tiansport om men in open boats and galivats. As they would 

History. ehave so many difficulties to gencounter in bemg oblized to pass by such 
thoukl Bombay a large number of fortifications before they could land, it 1s 1earun- 
ee able to presume that the loss of men would be greaterethan we could 

‘ bear and the success of the enterprise very uncertam. These several 
objections carry such weight with them that the gentlemen are unam- 
mously of opmmon that we ought nob in prudence to attempt an under- 
taking attended with so much hazaid and difficulty which it is therefore 
agreed. to dechiné.! 

The 12th July 1737 the President lays befo1e the Boaid the pio- 
ceedings of the council of war held last “Fiiday (8th July 1737), the 
result of which appears to be the unanimous opmion of all those 
who were present that with our present force no extraordinary expedition 
can with hopes of success be undertaken agamst the common enemy 
Angria; nor that we shall be able to dislodge the Marath’s from 
Thana. We therefore judgeit unnecessary to put the Hon. Company to 
the expense of demuriage in detammg any of ther ships except the 
Wilmington It is accordingly agieed that we continue im our 1¢:0- 
lution to despatch the Grafion from Surat Bar to take in a loading 
of cotton for Bengal, if we find the gentlemen are able to procure it; 
and that we despatch the Mounfague with the saltpetre and redwood in 
warehouse as soon as thé season will admit of her touching at ‘Telli- 
cherry to take m her cargo of pepper as we designed? 


Pintuguese The 11th August 1737 the President lays before the Council the 
are followmg: Memouial of Padre Rcdugo d’ Estiada on the part of Don 
1737," Antonio Caidin Froes, General of the Noith for the Portuguese, dated 
Mahim 9th August: Honoured Sir, - The Captam General of the 
forts and termtories of the North Don Antonio Cardin Fices has been 
pleased to appqmt me to treat with your Honour of the interests which 
the two most serene crowns of Great Biitain and Portugal have in the 

expulsion of the Mardthds out of the island of Salsette. 


The Captain General Antonio Cardin Froes in the first place repre- 
sents to your TLonour the good alliance and friendship betwixt the two 
most serere crowns of Portugal and England in Europe. Conse- 
quently there ought to subsist the like in India betwixt the generals 
of beth nations, the better to resist the ‘power of such of ther 
enemies in Asia as would oppress them. To which cod [ws 
Excellency the Count Viceroy recommended to the said general in 
strong express terms that he should keep up a good harmony with 
your [fonour and be constantly attentive to the interest of the most 
serene crown of Great Britain and ‘the advantage of the JIonourable 
Company, as the said general declared. personally to your Honour at the 
visit he made you on his arrival at this port of Bombay in his passage 
up from Goa. In obedience to this order of his Exeellency the 
Viceroy and conformable to the cordial friendship he has hitherto expe- 
rienced, with respect and view to give your Honour satisfaction as well 
as to consult the interests above mentioned, he represents to your 
Honour and Council the following proposals : 
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That wheieas the Marathds are now masters of all the island of 
Sdlsette except Vesava and the tonvent of Bandra which your*Honour 
has sueccomed with men and ammunition gt the expense of the Portu- 
guese; that this suecour should have been given free of cost to the Portu- 
guese on account of the danger of the Reighbourhood of the Marathas, 
who, having im they minds the great weglth supposed to be in Bombay, 
have supnised Salsette, whilst thew ultimate pomt of view is Bombay 
itself; and as Thana the prinexpal fort of the island of Sdlsette 1s 
actually now gaaisoned with 20U0 men, their troops being divided into 
several bodies, some employed m the sege of Bassem and others of 
their pumeipal leaders bemg returned up to their country; and the 
General Caadin not having a sufficient number of troops for the garrison 
of the places besieged by the enemy and likewise at the same time to 
attack Thina and drive owt the enemy, implores the succour of your 
Honowi for the joint attackmg Thaéna on both sides of the iver, and 
reduemg the forts, This will not be difficult to your Honour after 
bemg strengthened with the ainval of three Europe ships, and with there 
yow foices jomed to ouis, may be effectuated the expulsion of thece 
Mardthds fiom the island of Salsette, fron? which must result to both 
nations the pubiic benefit of getting md of so powerful an enemy and 
chastiumg their peinicious pnde. This must be a gueat service to both 
then Majesties and a gieat obligation Jad on the serene King of 
Portugal, whose inteiest it is to 1egaim possession of the island of 
Salsette, besides which his most serene British Majesty will reap the 
benefit of Bombay bemg furmshed with provisions which cannot be 
expected from the present bad neighbouhood, =, - 


And as the said General Antomo Caidin Froes has notice that your 
Honour demgns an expedition agaist Sambhéj: Angra, he promises 
that after the recovery of Thdna he will assist your Honour with a body 
of troops for a certam time-to-be agreed upon betwixt your Honour and 
the said General. If it shall be necessary he will eéme to Bandra, 
and fiom thence pass over to Méhim to conclude an, affair of so great, 
impoitance to both nations. And conformable to the powers granted him 
by his Excellency the Viceroy, he promices to fulfil all the terms of such 
a treaty notwithstanding the appearances of peace betwixt our Govern- 
meni and the said Sambh4ji which having been negotiated by this very 
genileman Antonio Cardi, was agreed to by the Viceroy purely 
with the mmtention to procure the success of certain negotiatiotts your 
Honour had set on foot in behalf of the Honourable Company with the 
said Sambhay: Angria a, 

Further, the said General of the North represents the great necessity 
there is for your Honout’s assisting him im this intended expedition with 
all possible despatch before the beginnmg of the month of September. 
Because the delay of the said succours may be very prejudicial, as with- 
out doubt the Mardthds would come down with frech troops and more 
forces, which will render the enterprise more hazardous, And whereas it 
is reported that some of the English gentlemen have expressed their 
opmnion that the Englich forces could assist the Portuguese only in case 
the latter had got power on foot equal to cope with and drive out’ the 
enemy, it is submitted to your Honour and Council for their consideration 
whether it will not be of the most ruinous consequence to both nations 
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if all their forces be not forthwith joined and employed to expel the 
enemy dut of Sdlsette, and at the same time to hmder and command 
sthe passes that no fresh tioops may be mtioduced. Besides all there 
arguments diawn from the mterest and convenience of both the crowns 
as well as the friendship and alliance betwixt the Engkch and Portu- 
guese nations, the General offers to your Honours copy of two letteis of 
his most serene Majesty the Kmg Dom Affonso VI. of Portugal wiit- 
ten to the Viceroy of India, Antonio d’Mello e Castro, plainly proving 
our right to demand succours of his most serene Butish Majesty in 
India, which letters we1e written at the time that Bombay was delivered 
up to the crown of England, and are incorporated im the Act of suriender 
of the saad island. 


These, Sir, are the reasons which I am ordeied to represent to your 
Honour by the General of the Noith who entreats your succours for 
the expulsion of our enemies the Marathis from the island of Silsette. 
As the matter is of so gieat weight I hope your Honour will deter- 
mine upon it with all possible despatch that I may return to Baseein 
with your Honour’s answey 


The Consultation continues: After debate Padre Manoel Rodiigo 
@’Estiado bemg called in, delivers to the President the substance of 
the instructions given him by the General of the North, whereto are 
annexed the copies of two paragraphs*of letters from his Portuguece 
Majesty concernmg the sunender of this island to the English from 
which he infers the Portuguese can claim a right to eur assistance in all 
their difficulties. The Padie uses many arguments to induce us to jon 
with the Portuguese’ in this undeitaking ; that there would be little 
doubt of success with our united force; how great credit our nation 
would gain thereby and the returns of service we might on any occa- 
sion so justly claim from the Portuguese , and he assures us that’ the 
General will m¢he King’s name oblige himself to make good the expense 
we shall be at. Being asked what force the Gene1al of the North 
can send on this expedition, he says about 200 Europeans and 1000 
natives, and that he expects from us about 1500 men, The Padre 
then withdiew. 


Takipg the above into consideration we find that from the pie- 
sent disposition of our military we cannot possibly spare above 120 
Europeans, 100 topasses, 220 sepoys, being in all 440 men, unless we 
draw off the people stationed to guard the several passes, and trust to 
our miltia to defend them which would by no means be prudent. Further 
when our cruizers are sent out they will take away nearly ‘the above 
number of Europeans for their detachment, so that the assistance we 
could venture to give the PortugueSe would be considerably lessened. 
Tf indeed our umted force is judged sufficient to attack the enemy with 
hopes of success, we ought undoubtedly to jo im the undertaking. 
Since, when the enemy are dislodged from thence, we shall not be under 
the necessity of putting the Honourable Company to the great expene 
of keepmg so many men in pay for the defence of the island as we are 
now obliged to do. But, though weare not well enough acquainted with 
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the strength and situation of Théna to judge exactly what force would 
be requisite to 1ender the proposed undeytakang successful, yet as by 
the best mtclhgence we can get the Maydthds have not les than 
2000 or 3000 men constantly im the place, xt would m ou opmion 
be too hazardous to make an attempt without double that number, 
especially smee the Portuguese and we are able to furnish so small a 
number of Europeans. The nver of Thana we aie told 1s too shoal at 
low water for even our galivats to float, much less any vessels fit to 
carly mortars or cohorns upon the service of which we should so much 
depend foi the 1eduction of that fort that we esteem it almost imprac- 
ticable without them. Besides upon notice of our design (which it 
would be impossible to conceal from the enemy) they could reinfoice the 
place m a few hours with a considerable number of men from before 
Bassem and the other parts of the island of Sdlsette We are also to 
consider the great expense our Honourable Masters are at to supply us 
with European soldieis, every man they send standing them in between 
16 and 2U pounds sterling (including those who die before their arrival 
here) ; and should we be repulsed with any considerable loss, this island 
would be gieatly weakened and exposed, and 1t® would be two or thiee 
yeais before we could be recruited with the hke number of Europeans, 


Tt.is also to be apprehended that upon the enemy knowimg that a 
gieat part of our strength was sent, off the island against Thana, 
they might in the meantime attempt to mvade us, as they can at a 
very short warnmg diaw a considerable body of men together and in 
one day march them to the side of the mver between this and Sélsette. 
And should they foice a passage over, the mischief and ravages they 
might commit are not to be desembed, and we should find 1t a most 
ditlieult 1f not impracticable task to beat them off the island agam 
Besides 1t 1» to be feared the Mardthds erther have or will attempt the 
same practices with our subjects as they have done too sucessfully with 
others, the endeavouring to corrupt them with large brib& and larger 
plomses of futwie advantages, 


Admitting we were to jom with the Portuguese, it would become 
neevssaty to constder how and when the charges we have and may be at 
on their account wall be reimbursed Their paying and maimtaming our 
people wlule employed on their service 1s the least we could dentan? 
Strictly they ought to make us satisfaction for the extraordinary expense 
we have already been put to m providing for the safety of our islahd, 
since if was occasioned entirely by the all conduct and neglect of» the 
late General of the North But even were they to engage to comply with 
all our demands on this head, we are sensible (ther poverty 1s such in 
India) that 1t would not be in their pqwer. We might justly demand 
a free passage by Thana should the Portuguese regain that fort wah 
our assistance In their prerent distress it is probable they would 
promise it, yet we much doubt their performance afterwards as 
the late Viceroy gave it under his hand, it was not in his power to grant 
that favour without particular orders fiom the Court of Portugal. 
And if 1 could not be obtained m consideration of our having defended 
the place for them at our own charge, we think there is httle hopes they 
would grant it when we msist on thew engagig to make good the 
expense we shal} be at before we agree to eend our assistance. Nor can 
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we help observing that in his instructions to the Padre the only equiva- 
lent the General of the North piopBses to be given for the succours we 
nay afford him on this occasion is that he will engage (notwath-tand- 
ang the peace between the Portuguese and Sambhaji Angria) the Vicetoy 
will afterwards assist us against that pirate, which, yot to mention the 
little service they could do us, is a condition the Viceroy might not 
think himself obliged to perform, 


The strict alliance between our respective sovereigns in Europe and 
the natural interest of this island render us heartaly inchned to assist 
the Portuguese for regaming their territories, Still we cannot help 
remarking that their affairs in India are in a very declming if not 
desperate and irretrievable condition. The President assures the Boad 
that fiom the letters he has received from the Viceroy, and the late and 
present Generals of the North, as well as from the frequent discourse he 
has held with many of the gentlemen and Padres of that nation, at 
seems as if they themselves had little hopes of doing anything but 
depend upon us to fight their battles, We are therefore very apprehensive 
that if we were once engaged in the war they would afterwards take 
very little upon themstlves but saddle us with the burthen of the 
whole chaige and trouble. If we declare openly against the Maré- 
this, the trade of the island would be entirely stopped and our 
Honourable Masters be great sufforers in the loss of the customs, and 
we be diiven to great straits for provisions for our inhabitants and other 
stoies and necessanes greatly wanted for the service of the island and 
which are furnished from the Mardth4s’ country. Another objection 
that occurs against joining with the Portuguese on the present occasion 
is that some years ago when we acted in conjunction against KAnhoji 
Angria, though our force was four times greater than what we can now 
raise and strengthened with the assistance of the squadron of men-of-war 
under the command of -Commodore Matthews, we were not able to effect 
anythmg, and therefore we cannot hope for better success at present. 


The foregoing reasons and objections being duly weighed, the Board 
is unanimous in opinion that we cannot join with the Portuguese iu the 
present undertaking with any hopes of success against the enemy, but 
that we should involve ourselves in numberless difficulties and bring on 
am excessive expense. It is therefore unanimously agreed to decline it, 
and the President is desired to wnite a letter im answer to the General of 
the North drawn from the substance of the foregomg resolutions.! 


Tevo months later (1]th October 1787) the President acquaints the 
Board that having received advice that 15 of Sambhéji’s gahvats and 
14 of Man4ji’s were cruizing to the northward and had intercepted 
some boats bound to this island.with grain, and heing apprehensive 
they would prevent our receiving the expected supplies, he had ordered 
the Britannia frigate to cruize between Daman and Bassein in order to 
protect the vessels bound hither. He now communicates to the Board 
his instructions to the commander which are approved.’ 


The 10th April 1738 the President aequaints the Board that two 
days ago he received a letter by two persons sent from the Sidi’s 
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commanding officer at, Under earnestly requesting us to supply that place 
wath batty for the rains, as otherwise they cannot possibly maimtan 21, 
The Board debutang thereupon it is observed that we have not gran to 
spare and our Honourable Masters’ oiders &re very positive against 
making any further loans to the country governments, We hopethe Sidis’ 
necessities for grain may not be so pressing as they set forth, Should 
they be obhged for want thereof to quit the place, we shall, by with- 
drawing the guns and stores fiom thence, in some degree lessen their 
debt, We are sensible that ill consequences will attend tlus island 
falling mto other hands, yet for the reasons before given we do not 
thmk it prudent at present to comply with the Sidi’s demand and the 
Piesident 1s desired to write the proper answet.! 


Three weeks later (29th April) the Piesident acquaimts the Board 
that (since our refusing them mee) the Sidis had frequently 1epresented 
to him that unless we supply the garrison of Unden, the place must 
inevitably fall mto Mandji’s hands. He has aleady been tamperng 
with their people, some of whom had deserted to him and assured him 
that the rest would deliver up the fort 1f he furnish them with provisions, 
The President gave the reply that they could>not be supplied unless 
they could give security for the payment of what we should Jet them 
have. This thew necessities for provisions have at length obliged 
them to do. They now offered two of our mbhabitants Ddudj 
Noequa Sunker (Nigdshankar) and Sabu Pdndia, persons of some credit 
and substance, to be bound for them. The Boaid considering the 
convemences that would attend Under fallmg mto Man‘jy’s hands, 
agree to let the Sidis have 1000 bags of Bengal ice at the rate 
ut 1s charged tous, on the abovesaid persons giviig ther bond for 
payment of the amount.” 


The 22nd May 1788 the President acquaints the Board that he has 
recerved two letters from the Viceroy of Goa wheiem he seems willing 
to come to terms of peace with the Mardthds and desited the Pre- 
sident’s rhediation for that purpose, acquainting him that he had given 
the necessary orders and full powers for concluding the same to the 
General of the North, which letters the President immediately forwarded, 
We shall be extiemely pleased if an accommodation can be bought 
about ; but we presume it will bea difficult task asthe Mardthg wall 
no doubt msist on keepmg Sélsette, and it must be with the greatest 
reluctance if ever the Portuguese consent to relmquish it, as 1t 1sqthe 
opinion of the most eapable persons among them that the said island 15 
s0 ve1y necessary for supplying their other plies with gram” that 
without it they could not long maintain thei other possesstons,? 

The 25th August 1738 the President acquaints the Board that bo has 
just received letters from the General of the North and Kond4j1 Ménkar, 
the commanding officer of the Mardthds at Thina, advising that they 
had agreed to send persons hither with power to treat of an accommo- 
dation between the two States, The President will accordingly use his 
oest endeavours for concluding a peace. Still itis much to be feared 
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Chapter I. that the denfands of the Mardth4s will be of sucha nature that the 
History. Portuguese will not submit to them.* : 
English A month later, 25th September 1738, apparently m reply to a propose 
Mediation, general attack on Angria, the Council note ; We cannot with a prospect 
1738. of success undertake anything agaist the common enemy more than to 


prevent his makmg any depredations. Considering the notorious 
treachery of the Mardthas it would be highly imprudent to leave the 
island defenceless, as we must doif we engage in anything of consequence 
with our whole fleet against Angvia.? 


Ménayrs On the 6th October they contimue: Méndji Angria’s galivats having 
pee afew days ago carried into Koldba a batela which we suppose was 


coming to this island with grain and provisions, 14 is observed that 
our suffering such practices will deter the northern traders from 
venturing hither when they find they run so great a mek. It is 
therefore agreed that the new prahm and three galivats be ordered to he 
at the mouth of the harbour between Kenery and the reef (the Prongs) 
to protect our own trade and prevent Maénéj: giving molestation to the 
vessels bound hither.’ On the 4th November Sambhdéji Angria’s fleet 
bemg im sight and goin into Koléba, Captain Balchen of the Onslow 
was ordered instantly to get his ship m readiness to pioceed against the 


enemy.‘ 
British About this time Sambh4ji’s position in making terms with the Fnglish 
Prisoners, seems to have been again strengthened by the Sdvants or Malvans’ 
1738, capture of the wrecked crew of the Company’s Anglesea, On the 9th 


December the Bombay Council record: It appears to us that the 
Malvans are far from being desiious to detain our people, but that 
the Killedfér is influenced by Sambhdji Angria to write im the 
manner he has done concerning the grab and prisoners. We therefore 
think 1t rmproper to take any notice of that part of his letter farther 
than to observe that our people fell mto the Mélvans’ hands by ihe 
unfortunate “loss of the ship through stress of weather, whereas we 
took Sambhéji Anona’s grab and people in open war; therefore that 
our keeping them is just and ought to be no hmdrance to the releasing 
our people. To give a complaisant answer to the other parts of jus 
letter and to Jet him know we shall be ready to listen to any offers of 
peace the Réja has to make on sending up persons with the proper 
powers after releasing our people. The Presidentis accordingly deared 
to reply to the Killedér’s letter and also to write to Sambh4jz Raja to 
the gbove purport. This we judge more eligible than to make any 
concession oy promises in regaid to Angria’s plisoners, as we ale well 
assured it would-only mduce the Mélvans to demand higher terns tor 
the release of our people and be attended with the like disadvantage, 
sheuld they think proper to send persons hither to treat of peace. 
Agreed that a person be sent with these letters to serve asan interpreter 
in treating for the release of our people and that the President give & 
letter of credit on Zachania’s son at Goa to furnish our people with 
io eit BS a aoe ee ee Oe ee 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 25th August 1738, Pub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, 106-197. 

? Bom Gov. Consultation, 25th September 1738, Pub. Diary 1] of 1737-38, 214. 

3 Bom, Gov. Consultation, 6th October 1738, Pub Diary 11 of 1737-38, 232. 

4Bom. Gov. Order of 4th November 1738 to Captain J. Balchen, Commuanctet of the 
ship Onslow, Sec. Out. Let, Bouk 8 of 1738-174), 31, 
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necessaries for their subsistence should they arrive there. That a letter 
be also lodged at Goa to the commatding officer of our fleet expected from 
Tellicheriy to take the Angleseu’s people on board should they be there, 
otherwise to demand them from the Malyan’ on their coming off their 
pout, sending a person on shore for that purpose.’ 

On the 22nd January 1739 the Bombay Government write to 
Commodore Bagwell: We have perused your narrative in which you do 
well to be so paiticular and full for our clearer notion of your state and 
procedure. We observe duly your account of the engagement you had 
with Angia’s flect and doubt not your having used your best endeavours 
for the destruction of the enemy, and we remark with great pleasure the 
spirit and resolution of your people both before and im the action. It is 
likewise very agreeable to us that you have sustained no greater damage 
in so warm an encounter.* 

In the same letter Government further observe: We are the more 
desirous of your coming up, on account of the notice we have that the 
Marathd4s aie im the neighbourhood with a strong army with which 
we judge they will make a push for the entare reduction of the 
Portuguese territones when our own wil] not? be exempt from danger. 
At least we shall be glad to be in the best condition for all 
events, as at present we have few or no Europeans upon the island. 
Proceed instantly for Bombay, keeping the shore so as to look into all 
ports and hatbours for the enemy tall you aie past Suvarndurg when 
you should spread at proper and convement distances for the more 
extensive look-out, yet keeping carefully within 1each of each other. 
On arriving off our harbour you may anchor immediately despatelung 
to us a boat with notice, when we shall give you further orders 
whether to come in or otherwise as circumstances may require. 


While Angria’s aggtessions forced the Bombay Government to keep 
men and vessels ready against any attack from the south, swarms of 
Maréthdés weie gathering round what remamed of tht Portuguese 
possessions in the North Konkan, The 13th October (1738) the 
Bombay Government warned Commodore Bagwell: The Mardthds are 
augmenting ther forces im all the places this way in order to proceed 
vigo1ously in their war against the Portuguese.‘ 

In spite of the concern with which they viewed ruin gathering’ round 
Bassein the Bombay Government contimued to reject all Portuguese 
proposals for joint action. On the 20th October 1738 in a Fetter 
to Pedro D’Mello the Governor thus upholds his decision: As you 
observe the restoration of your dominions would lighten us of our 
present great expenses for the guard of our island, it 18 in that 
prospect we bear these charges till we have a proper force to enter upon 
action and expel these faithless neighbours. Still I dare not hazard to 
increase our charges by a rash and abrupt declaration of war against these 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 9th Dec. 1738, Public Diary 11 of 1737-38, 335. 

2 Bombay Government to Commodore George Bagwell, 22nd January 1739, Public 
Diary 12 of 1738-89, 36. 

3 Bombay Government to Commodore George Bagwell, 22nd January 1739, Public 
Diary 12 of 1738-39, 37. 

4 Bombay Government to Commodore Bagwell,.13th October 1738, Public Diary 11 
of 1787-38, 255, 
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people, not only without the order of my superiors, but without a force 
to support it and carry it through with digmty and reputation, 
Neither, without such an appearance of success as our present condition 
does not afford us the hopes of, can I destroy the commerce of the 
island which is our only dependence, solely to pay you a compliment 
without service to you and highly prejudicial to ourséives. This you 
will xeadily grant when I assure you that our dependencies abroad 
oblige me to employ our whole fleet abroad, when our force left ashore 
is as you may be informed but inconsiderable and just sufficient fot the 
guard of the island against all attacks. I have reason to believe the 
Honourable Company is concerting proper measuies in Europe with the 
Crown of Portugal upon this event. And as their determinations must 
govern me, which I hope to have in May next, I can only till then 
continue our defensive alliance which mndeed 1s a pomt of necessity in 
our present circumstances, and which, without presuming to advise you, 
I offer to your consideration. I shall never lose sight of the close union 
betwixt our two crowns, and our common united imterest m these parts, 
which can never consist in ruinmg ours without benefitimg yours. 


The 18th January 1739,the account charges for Bandra from Ist 
August 1738 to 31st December following, amountmg to Rs, 9795-35-64, 
translated into Portuguese, ate laid before the Board, when the 
President takes notice that the Portuguese government had not even 
cleared the arrears of the four preceding months from Ist April to 31st 
July amounting to Rs, 6893-2-212 


Next day (19th January 1739) the President communicates to the 
Board a letter received from Kond4ji Ménkar the commanding officer on 
the island of Sdlsetté for the Mar&thds, the substance of which is to 
acquaint him that Chimn4ji brother to Bajirév has redueed Méhim, 
Kellum (Kelva), and Daéhanu and was bent on subduing the remainder 
of the country. That this early and frank advice was given us of 
his intention te attack Veséva and Béndra, that we might withdraw 
our succours from the latter place where they are in garrison and which 
they look on asetheir right and belongmg to their domain, and even 
offermg on the reduction of Bandra if we are jealous of a troublocome 
neighbourhood, to agiee to its demolition. In case of our continuance in 
Béindra he says he cannot answer for the consequences that may result 
to the Peaceable correspondence we have hitherto maintained with them. 


It is then remarked that were there any dependence or faith to he 
given tp such an assurance as of the demolition of Bandra it might he 
more expedient to withdraw our succours rather than hazard a rupture 
with the Mardfhés, On the other hand when it is considered how much 
the Portuguese would be dispirited by such a procedure and reproach us 
with abandoning them in these coftjunctures; that they would never 
consent to our demolition of that fortification whilst they are yet masters 
of it ; that we could not justify its demohtion without their formal leave, 
and that we can have no security for the Mardthds’ performance of the 
promise of it, on mature deliberation the Board comes to the following 
SAF seers Sg ee OE Oe rd re Re I 

1 Bombay Governor and President Honourable John Horne’s answer to Pudro 


D’Mello, 20th Oct. 1738, Pub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, 264-265, 
2 Bom, Gov. Consultation, 18th Jan, 1739, Pub, Diary 12 of 1738-39, 21, 
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. . -? 
resolution: That the due preservation of our own frontier, our engage- 
ments with the Portuguese, and* other indispensable 1casons oblige us 


to mamtain and continue our succours to the fortafication of Bandra, , 


which we judge may hold out agamst the Mardthds unless they brng 
cannons against dt. In such case the place bemg no longor tenable, 
that care shall be taken to secure the retreat of our people anda mine be 
sprung for its bemg rendered unserviceable to the Marathis. Of this the 
President is desired to advise the General of the North and at the same 
time of the indispensable necessity of demolishing the battery at the 
foot of the hill of Senora de Monte on Sdlsette which entirely commands 
the channel that gives passage mto the Mihm river. 

The President then acquammts the Board with the fhame of his 
purposed answer to Kondaji Ménkar, which is agreed to and 1s as 
follows: That he has 1eceived lus letter and considered the matter 
with due attention ; that he takes notace of his advices of Chimndj’s 
plogress in lis conquests and esteems his ingenuous declaration of his 
intentions upon Vesdva and Bandia Touching our withdrawing our 
succours from the latter place, which is the principal pomt of hus letter, 
we (the President and Council) answer. TRat im the fist place our 
engagements with the Portuguese nation oblige us to such au assistance, 
and that 16 1s an established maxim with the Enghsh to adhere to all 
their tieaties and pacts with othe: governments , that besides it 1s the 
piacaee of all nations to consult the secunty of then frontiers , and 
that Bandra bemg confessedly necessary thereto, they could not take 
amuss the measures we took to preserve it, so that if thew nation persists 
1 the design to attack 1 the fortune of war must decide it, that xf at 
appeased to them their mterest to reduce it, we thought it as much ours 
to mamtam it, That for the rest they could not but be convinced by 
the free trade and open communication we bad with their territones, of 
our peaceable disposition, and that our only views and desires tended to 
the restoration of the pubhe tranquilhty in these parts, amd the pieser- 
vation of our own dommions nghts and privileges.' 


The 27th January 1739 the President communicates to the Board 
that he had proposed to the General of the North the demolition of 
Bandra and the batteries commanding the entrance mto Méhm river 
conformable to the resolutions m the Consultation of the 19th. .To ¢his 
he had 1eceived for answer that the Geneial of the North did not 
conceive hé had power to authonze or grant leave for such a step but 
A he jrould forward copy of the proposal to the Viceroy for his order 
therein. 


The 27th January 1739 the President laid before the Board the 
following letter from Martin D’Sylveira the General of the North, 
dated Bassein 24th January 1739+ I communicate to your Henour 
the advice I have 1eceived that, besides the large force they have got to 
carry on the siege and batteries at Térdpur, the enemy have with 
another body of troops invested the fort of Vesava in the same manner, 
against which they have got cannon of eighteen pounders ; a cause of 


1 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 19th Jan. 1739, Pub Diary 12 of 1738-39, 26-27, 
2 Bom, Gov, Consultation, 27th Jan, 1739, Pub, Diary 12 of 1738-89, 41, 
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not a little anxiety considering the weakness of its walls, Though 
with relation to the fortifications and batteries of Bandra I answered 
your Honour’s proposal of demolishing them that I could not come to 
such a resolution without “the express order of the Viceroy, I have 
since determined from the trust I repose m his person pn sending to the 
fort of Bandra the Captain Commandant John D’Souza Ferras in the 
same station he was mm before, that with your concurrence he may 
execute what may be most convenient for the service of the King my 
master. So great is our necessity and want of provision in this place, 
having found httle or none m it when I took charge of the government 
of this province, that I dare not trust the waitmg the ieturn of the 
grabs I have sent to Daman in quest of a supply, after having drained 
the island of Karanja, as the commandant of that place acquaints me 
was done im the time of my predecessor, As I instantly expect the 
enemy at Dongri (hill-fort four miles south-west of Bassein) with the 
same intentions as they aie now before Vesdva, I must apply to your 
Honour as General for his most serene Majesty of Great Bnitam to 
assist me with five hundred morahs (mudds) of batty or as much as you 
can spare. This I will eher repay you in specie out of what I expuct 
from Daman or in money at the price your Honour will advise me, with 
the incident expenses, besides being eternally obliged to your Hunour 
to whom in such case I shall confess we owe our preservation. 


To this letter the President proposed to send the following answer : 


.To the General of the North, Bombay Castle 27th January 1739. I 


have this instant received your letter of the 24th January, and at the 
same time attended to the repiesentation of Senor John D’Souza Ferras 
on your part. I observe with much concern and anxiety the progress 
of these Mar&thds whose principal aim appeais to me no less than the 
destruction of the European interest and dominion m these parts, As 
to what concerns the demolition of the batteries and fortification of 
Bandra I sheuld not have over proposed such a step to you but in the 
extreme necessity of present conjunctures. It is very agreeable to me 
that your opmios concurs with mine in this matter for the common good 
of both our governments. Conformable thereto I have despatched ordera 
for the immediate demohtion of the batteries, and as the fortification of 
Bégndra will require some days before the mmes can be in entire 
readmess to take effect, there shall be no care wanting to put that place 
out gf danger of falling mto the hands of these people. 


In guswer to your urgent 1equest for a loan of batty I assure you 
with great truth that our island is entirely out of capacity to furnish 
any quantity ‘being itself in imminent danger of scarcity. We expect 
to procure a httle from Surat and Semdy. ‘However even that 
we gannot depend upon. Neither* from Mangalor nor the Masdtha 
countries do we find it possible to get the least quantity, through the 
rigorous prohibition of such exports from thence. With all this nob 
many days ago we relieved the straits of our factory at Tellicherry at 
the hazard of disfurnishing our ownselves with the quantity of near 
three hundred bales, so that we are now in extreme tecessity ourselves, 
considermg the number of people that it hes upon us to maintain and 
the store of gram it requires. Some'days past I gave permission for 
exporting a convenient quantity of wheat to'Bassein, and if any mone 
can be procured and spared, I shall not fail of accommodatmg you with 
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all m my power, I have explamed all these circumstances with the 
greater particulanty that you may not have any umbiage or doubt left 
of my bemg extiemely sensible to the prgent necessities of your 
government aud imelmed to assist and suecour you with all that 1s m my 
power and dependence, being well assued that these Mardth.s fimshing 
with you, or perhaps before, will sooner or later proceed to the execution 
of then il designs agamst our teri1toues ? 


The same day (27th January 1739) the President acquamts the Board 
that they are summoned purposely to deliberate on the most expedient. 
measutes to be taken on the occasion of the above letter he has received smee 
moining fiom the Genetal of the Noith and brought by the Poituguese 
commandant of the Island of Sdlsette John deSouza Feiras, who 1s sent 
hy the General to represent im the strongest manner thew deplorable 
ciicumstances. That they expect Bassem and Dongn will be soon 
attacked bv the Maiathés. That m Bassein, thiough the neglect of the 
preceding General, they are barely victualled for fifteen days and that they 
therefore beseech us as fiends and allies to succour them with a quantity 
of batty That with icgard to BAndia and the batteries at the foot of 
Nossa Senora de Monte, the urgency of eucumstances obliges him to 
retiact his answer as before mentioned im the consultation of this day, 
and not only gives the President his consent for their being razed, but 
oiders John de Souza Ferras may second and see to the execution, 
That the fort of Ves4va gives him gieat appiehensions, the Mardathds 
having hought eghteen-pounders to batter 1t, which he 1s of opimion 
the walls will not hold out against. The President observes that with 
1eguid to the razing those batteries and demolishing the fortifications 
of Bandia, it 1s of the utmost importance to Bombay that we lay 
hold of the permission and lose no time in the execution. Upon wlach 
the Proadent 1s desired to issue orders immediately to the Engimeer to 
set to work, first with the battenes abovementioned, and that the prahm 
and other vessels be stationed ata proper distance to cover the men 
employed m 1azing them, Also that the mimes to blow up the 
fortifications at Bandra be likewise prepared with all expedition, caie 
lemng taken to secure the retieat of the garnson. In order to lessen 
the debt of the Portuguese government incurred on the assistance 
given that place with men and stores: Agieed that we receive wltat 
remaans of the latter back at the same price their account stands charged 
with, whuh in their present desperate crrcumstanccs we judge the Most 
expedient means to reduce the debt. 


The re yuest of the General of the North for a loan ofbatty falling 
next under consideration: Agreed 1t 1s no time now to make 1eflections 
on the naprovidence of that government, or the returns we have hitherto 
met with for all the good offices in our power, Its our incapacity atone 
that hinders us fiom such an assistance as they require. Our Honourable 
Masters cannot but be satisfied thereof from our consultations of the 
18th and 23rd precedmg this application where our just dread of 
wanting provisions ourselves 18 already set out. It is agreed then that 


1 The Portuguese General of the North to the President and Governor of B 
dated Bassein 24th January 1739, and the President’s reply dated Bontay red 
ait in aoe in Public Diary 12 of 1738 39, 47-49 Forrest’s Marutha Series, I. 
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Chapter I. a satisfactory answer be given the General by the President as subjoined 
History. to the’ letter on this oecasion.! 


About two months latery 25th March 1739, the Diary contains the 
followmg entry: The Bdndra fortifications are blown up, with the 
consent of all parties, ours, the Portuguese, and Mardthds, which last 
had often pressed the President by letters and messages to have it 
effected? _ 

Mardtha On the 4th February 1739 a consultation was held at which the 
Desens Santis President acquaints the Board that the meeting is to consider the best 
1739.” and safest measures to be taken on the intelligence he has lately received 
that the Maréthd4s would be on Sélsette this day or to-morrow with an 
additional force of thirty thousand men; that he is credibly informed 
a number of boats are gettrng in readiness for some expedztion both at 
Arnéla, Thana, and other places belonging at present to the Marathiss 
‘and that they give it out publicly and confidently that their deagn 19 
against the island of Bombay. The President remarks that whether 
this force and preparations are really directed against this island or not, 
and however weak we are m the absence of our fleet, 1t behoves us in 
all respects to put ourselves in the best posture of defence we are able, 
either to prevent or deter any attempts of the people to get upon the 
asland, To this the Board unammously agreeing the following orders 
and dispositions are resolved: The Company having no vessel at 
present 1m port proper for the purpose of defending to the seawaid the 
Breach and Backbay, the President makes a tender of three versels— 
the Success, the Anne grab actually under despatch for Pereia, and the 
Robert for Sarat—sto be employed in this seryice, with condition only 
‘of a reasonable demurrage and allowance for damages in case of accident, 
These are accordingly accepted and they are ordered to be stationed off 
Mahim and strengthened with such a force as we can raise. Thyt for 
the defence gf our passes in the river, two luggage boats, the Honourable 
Company’s balloon and Jaunch and Ménekji’s boat with twelve Warli 
fishing boats he forthwith equipped, fitted, and distributed in proper 
places, That thé militia be ordered on strict duty and that fifty 
Bhandéris be added to the guard already at the Breach and fifty more 
at the extremity of Malabér Hill. Resolved hkewise that aa entered 
‘ heredfter a letter be sent express to Commodore Bagwell to hasten his 
commg up with the fleet which the President acquaints the Boaid, by 
advices received this morning in seven days from Goa, was scen import- 
ing there by a tindal of a boat arrived here in the time abovementioned. 
Ordered that one month’s provisions he supplied the out-forts as usual, 
besides two months’ for reserve as stores not to be used but in case of a 
siege ‘or other necessity.3 r 

The letter to Commodore Bagwell runs : Haying certain intelhgence 
that the Mardth4s will be on the island of Séleette either to-day or 
to-morrow with a body of thirty thousand men with a design to make a 
descent on this island, you are hereby directed to make the best of your 


eee’ 


1 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 27th Jan 1739, Pub Diary 12 of 1738-39, 46-47, ; 

2Bom, Gov, Diary, 25th March 1739, Pub, Diary 12 of 1738-39, 10% Forrest's 
Maratha Series, ¥. Pt. J. 34, " 

3 Bom, Gov, Consultation, 4th Feb, 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738 39, 61-62. 
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way hither with the squadron under your command, But should the 
expected meichant ships from Téllicherry be under your convoy, you 
with another cruzer are to take care of them and despatch all the 
others lather without loss of tame.! 

It 1s agreed te despatch a buat express to Tellicherry, with a letter 
to the Chief and Factors there, advismg them of our necessities nm 
point of grain, with dnection that in case of having entered upon any 
treaty or composition with the Karndtak Rija, so that the export of 
Mangalor ice 1s no longer prohibited by them, they then contract for 
twelve thousand robins of 1ce on the best terms they are able, 
returning the boat as soon as may be, with advice of what conveyances 
they can possibly piocure to send up the quantaty contracted for, that 
we may Judge what tonnage will be necessary to speed to them from 
hence. But that if the misunderstanding still contimues to such a 
degree as to render the export of rice fem Mangalor impracticable, 
that they then 1m consideration of the urgent necessities of this 
Piesidency set on foot such an accommodation as may open the way to 
the 1elef of our straits, yet without hazardimg or endangerng the 
pepper trade, the safety of which they dre to prefer to any other 
consideration, and finally af they can fall upon any other way or 
expedient to supply us we would have them spare no endeavours towaids 
it as a most acceptable service tq this Presidency.* 

The 10th February 1739 the President acquaints the Board that last 
night he recerved advice that the Poituguese had abandoned the fort of 
Vesava, and that on the Portuguese ietreat to Bassem the Marathds 
were actually m possession of that place. Also that the siege of Bassemn 
was more vigorously pressed than ever by a very considerable pait of 
the Mardtha army, so as to be in mmment danger.$ 


The 14th February 1739 the President lays before the Board a letter 
fiom the Viceroy of Goa, dated the 3rd February 1739, advising that 
the Mardth4s are masters of the island of Sdlsette adjommg to Goa. 
Salsette 1s so destitute of men, bemg drained by suceours sent up to 
the Noth, that he apprehends st will be with the utmost difficulty 
they will be able to defend Goa itself should the Mardth4s attack rt 
vigorously, especially as Khem Sdvant and the Sunda Rdja had 
through fear or othe: means declared agaist them, and jonfed the 
Maratha party. He requests in the most pressing terms our assisting 
them with men and ammunition with all expedition, Jest the suecour 
should come too late. Addmg that their preservation or destruction 
wall depend greatly on our resolution with regard to»them on this 
accasion,* ‘ 

To the aforesaid Viceroy of Goa’s letter the Bombay Governor 
and President sent a reply to the following effect: That the President 
has received His Excellency’s letter and is extremely concerned at the 


1 Public Diary 12 of 1738-39, 53. 
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situation he is in, That this Presidency now surrounded -with the 
same ewemies has absolutely no men to spare from the defence of the 
island itself, so that he dare not send out the fleet even upon the occa- 
sions of the Presidency for fear of being too weak in its absence. * That 
we might strain so far as to spare afew warlike stgres, but that’ we 
have no conveyance to send them: That he desires His Excellency to 
consider our own situation, and to believe, as it is really true, that we 
want not inclination but-abilities to assist him in this present distress. 


The 20th February the General of the North takes notice of the’ 
opposition complained of by the President from the Superior of the 
Jesuits at Bindra against blowing up fheir college. This he docs not 
know how to answer as he cannot understand how the college can 
subsist. when the bastions are blown up.? < 


The same day (20th February 1739) the President communicates to the 
Board two letters from John de Souza Ferras Commandant of SdAlsette 
remonstrating against the obstruction he meets with from the Superior 
of Bandra in completing the works for the enture demolition of that 
place and threatening him with the worst consequences if he goes ou 
with the destruction. e President had before received a protest 
against the same from the Superior: Upon this it is remark- 
ed that the power and influence of the society is so great that this 
Commandant dares not execute the oxders given him by the General of 
the North; and that to leave the college standing may be of great 
disservice to this island, affording the Mardthis a convenient retreat or 
place of arms whence they may greatly incommode us. That therefore 
since it is for the evident benefit of both nations to destroy the place 
entirely, if we cannot procure their consent, an expedient be tried to bring 
the Padres to reason by refusing them the protection of this Govern- 
ment for their persons and effects, which they may keep at their college 
and defend against the Mardthis ; or if they abandon the college may 
leave us at liberty to pursue our measures for the safety of our frontier, 
without engaging us in a controversy with the Portuguese Government. 
The Secretary is ordered to repair to Bdndra to enforce and -explain 
our sentiments of the Padres’ conduct, as well as to excite John d’Souza 
Ferras to the full performance of his orders.! 


“The? 5th March 1739 the President communicates to the Board a 
proposal made him by sundry inhabitants of the island of Karanja to 
take possession of and hold the same for the Honourable Company, 
This proposal being now taken into consideration, it is observed first that 
this tender comes from only a few private people without authority or 
powers sufficient to treat of or conclude such a matter, which therefore 
is no foundation to proceed upon. »Admutting that the necessity to be 
urged from the situation and conveniency of that island together with 
its surrender from the Portuguese to an enemy, which must inevitably 


‘ 
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happen, gives us a might to seize it for ourselves, we apprehend the 
attempt m our pesent encumstandes 1s no wise prudent or fit to mek 
for the’ fullowmg reasons . It would requare the raising at least twelve 
or fifteen hundied men to dislodge the trodps now on Kaianja with 
Mandj im person. And though it 1s probable, unless opposed by the 
Manathés, we might carry the attack thiough with success, yet as a 
sutticient force could nut be got together without disarming our passes, 
and that the President has certam mtelhgence of a large number of 
Maidthds assembled at Marol (about eight miles north-east of Bandra) 
appuently with no good mtention, such a step might and probably 
would be attended with bad consequences to our island, as it 1s reasonable 
to expect the Marathis would attack our passes when they found them 
unguaided, Nor would our seizme or taking of Karanja be attended 
with any secmie maintenance For so long as the Marithds continue 
m the neighbourhood, the chatges must exceed the revenue which we 
ate sure our Honourable Masters would be httle mclmed to support. 
The fort itself at Karanja is m its present condition entirely untenable, 
bemg a large rumous fortification commanded by a neighbourmg 
emimence A new fort would be necessary for the preservation of the 
place and the Maréthds would not fail of attackmg it, as they consider 
Kaianja part of the Portuguese domain, and even now avow that 
Mandji Angna has taken possession of 1t for them In which case 1t 
would 1equue at least twelve huttdred men with competent ammumtion 
and stoies to garmison it with any hopes of holding out. Especially 
since the Agns or salt Iabomers, who made a body from seven to 
eight hundied men well armed and chiefly depended upon fér the 
defence of the place, aie gone over to the enemy and were indeed the 
means of his mtioduction, All which considered, though we cannot 
but be sensible of the gieat mconvenience to Bombay of this new 
neighbuut, 16318 agieed that we forbear any attempt of this sort that 


may either endanger the safety of our own island oranvolve us in 
iner eased charges." 


Hope of help from Bombay failing, a few days later (12th March) 
Karanja suriendeed to Méndji, the garrison being permitted to depaat 
vith ther baggage. Captaim Inchbid returnng fiom Katanja 
reported that agreeably to the orders given him for destroying Méné}’s 
galivats,the bomb ketch and Triumph were stationed at the northmost 
point of the island and himself with the Defiance and all our darge 
galivats to the southward, and that they had the good fortune tq bung 
away eight fighting gahvats and thirteen fishing boats, setting fire to 
one other galivat which they could not get off. The vessels were ordered 
back to their station at the passes, except the Butannia and Carolina 
who are to continue mm Pen mver’ to prevent any of Mandji’s boats 
passing.” 

The 16th April 1739 the President (Honourable Stephen Law) offers 
to the consideration of the Board the necessity of agreeing and fixing upon 
some measures to be observed with our new neighbours the Mardthds, 


1 Bom. Gov Consultation, 5th March 1739, Pub. \* 2 
Forrest's Maratha Seiies, 1 Pt 1.33. nbs Duty 29 E188 ap, 88-89. 


3 Bors, Gov, Consultation, 12th March 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 93-94, 


Chapter I. 
fistdry> 


Offer of 
Karauyja, 
1739 


Karanja 
surrenders to 
Mang Angua, 

1739. 


Lead supplied 
to the 
Mardthas, 
1739, 


[Historical 


206 BOMBAY TOWN 
Chapter I. Sundry paragraphs of our Hon, Masters’ letters concerning’ our 
Eagiory. conduet with the country governments being read and considered, the 
President remarks that their whole tenour recommends and enjoins our 
Lena supphist cultivatmg a fmendly correspondence with these people, avoiding all 
Mar athds, just occasions of rupture or enmity, to which accordmgly it becomes 
1739. our duty to conform To this end, he observes, 1t 1s not sullivient to 


profess a neutrality mm words, while the Mardthis have the contrary to 
reproach us with im actions such as furnishing the Portuguese with 
warlike stores and ammunition, while we contmue to proluhit the 
export of lead iron and other commodities to their country, which they 
cannot but resent as unfriendly treatment. That therefore it may be 
expedient to try what effect a cautious and well managed compliance 
may have in such aaticles as they may require of us, and which if they 
cannot obtain immediately from hence, they can always come at (though 
perhaps at a greater expense) by another channel, the commerce for 
them bemg free to the northward. So that this condescension of ours 
may, without any prejudice tothe public good or safety, in some 
measuie correspond with the orders of our Hon. Masters, and serve 
to remove any occasion of complaint from the above prolubition. Upon 
this it is agreed that~the President do, on any such application fiom 
the Maréth is, discretionally farnish them with the articles they may 
require and in the quantity he may judge convenient,’ 


Money and The same day (16th April 1789) the President communicates to the 
Stores tothe Board the pressing instances he has received in two letters from the 
P ogy ~=—-Viceroy of Goa to assist Bassem and Chau] (at least Bassvin) with 
. money and munitions of war. He specially notices one letter fom 
Cartan d@’ Souza demanding in the name of his Portuguese Majesty a 
loan of Rs 1,00,000 and so very large a supply of mulitary stuies, as 
in its present situation this place could not possibly afford without evident 
danger and imprudence. The said demands bemg taken into consi- 
deration—-It 1s unanimously agreed that we have not authority sullicient 
from our Hon. Masters to hazard any loan but at the msk of our own 
fortunes, as mdy be evident from the strict tenour of thar orders, 
That we will readily afford them whatever stores we can spare from 
the demand of our own garnsons, and they can pay or give sufficient 
sacunjy for. The President is accordingly desired to explain to the 
Commandant of the North the restriction the constitution of our 
govarnment lays us under, and the readiness we are in to fuinich what- 
ever gssistance to them we can without disobedience to our Supetivis, 
or endangering the safety of our own island, contrary to the (rust 
reposed in fs, bemg otherwise justly sensible of their distress and 
willing to assist and relieve them.? 


Next day (17th April 1739) the President acquaints the Board that he 
has summoned this meeting expressly to lay before them the repeated 
application from the Portuguese for some assistance of money and 
stores, being reduced to the utmost extremities and in imminent danger 


See ncenaaaememenanaianl 


? Bom. Gov. Consultation, 16th April 1739, Pub Diary 12 of 1738-39, 128, 


*Bom. Gov, Consultation, 16th April 1739, Pub, Di f 1738-39, 129-190. 
Forrest's Maratha Souies, I, Pt, I. 35. ie ge eater 


Matenats.] 
AND ISLAND. £07 


of losing Bassein their capital city in the north, without our immediate 
comphanece with their demand , and to desire their opmion whether and 
how far ths extraoidinary emeigency may justify us to our Hon, 
Masters, should we ventuie on affording them a small supply to prevent 
the instant loss of that town, a 


The President goes on to 1emaik that however direct or positive 
{hei orders may be agamst on any pretext whatever hazarding any part 
of thar estate in foreign loans, yet m the present conjunctures some 
expedient appears unavoidably necessary for the assistance of the 
Portuguese. 


That sinee the Maidthds have hitherto given us no opportunity of 
making any overtures foi settling a peace or fnendly correspondence with 
thew government, and seemg that, on ther reduction of Bassem, we have 
just ieasons to apprehend they may give us trouble, the preservation of 
Bassen appears to be greatly for the mterest and safety of this island, 
T£ Bassem shouhl at once be foiced to surrender for want of a small and 
seasonable rehef, besides the 1eproach we might give 100m for in dealing 
too hardly with a nation so strictly alled to ours m Europe, the troops 
of thesc Maidthis are too near our island not to justify our entering 
upon some measures to prevent their designs or at the least to gam time, 
by enabling the Portugucse to support themselves till the 1ains set in, 
when the enemy will not be able to contanue in their tienches before the 
town Even before the rams a favouable ciisis may possibly ensue, 
and either the Maiathds be called off by the approach of Shaw N&dir’s 
tioops or on the suecess of an embassy cent fiom Goa to the Shabu 
Raja be obliged to give over ther siege. 

On all considerations it is unanimously agreed that the trust 
veposed in us of consultmg above everything the interest of our Hon. 
Masters m the seeuity and preservation of this place, iequires our 
venturing a loan on this oceaston even at the hazard of ou; own private 
fortunes, m case of the same bemg disavowed by our Employers It is 
accoiling ly resolved that a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,000 be advanced 
the Poituguese, taking such secuiity as may be got for 1epayment of 
the same, on the Hon Company’s account, and the President js 
desired to sigmfy to the Portuguese Commandant that this is done by 
way of ptvate contribution, and not m contradiction to the refitsal We 
wee limited to mm our public capacrties ! 


The Ist May 1739 the Hon. Stephen Law Esgq., President and 
Governor of Bombay, laid before the Board the following lettel from 
Cartan d'Svuza Pereira Commandant of the North, dated Bassem the 
24th April 1789: I received your Excellency’s letter of the 16th 
Apu regarding the loan of Rs, *1,00,000 as hkewise some assist- 
ance of ammunition, m the consternation and extremities to Which 
this place is reduced. Upon which matter your Excellency is pleased to 
write that such assistance does absolutely not depend on you to give, not 
withstanding your friendly disposition to favour and assist our nation, 
These expressions I hold for true and sincere knowmg the particular 


tBom Gov, Coneultation, 17th April 1739, Pub. Duary 12 f 1738- 2 
Forrest's MarAtha Series, L. Pt, 135-36. a Same 


Chapter I. 
Eustory. 


Money and 
Stores te the 
Portuguese, 

1739. 


Chapter I. 
—s—- 8 
History: 


Money and 

Stores to the 

Po.tnguese, 
1739, 


{Historical 
208 BOMBAY TOWN 


regard you fave always shown to 16. But sceing this place absolutely 
cannot? preserve itself without sucdour from abroad, and that J ean 
obtain succour nowhere but from your Excellency, as well by reason of 
the mutual union betwixt our two nations, as of the mterest your island 
has in our preservation considering the great and dangerous conse- 
quences that may result from out ruin, 1 must again importmie your 
Excellency in the hopes that your generosity and good disposition will 
be against the losing this place and the caprtal of this provinee, whilst at 
lies so near a nation which in Europe maintams a strict fnendship with 
us, and who do not want for means to prevent a ruin of such 
importance, 

Your Excellency is not unapprised that in your island there are 
several vassals of this state who have taken refuge thither from sevoral 
parts with effects to a considerable amount and have resiled under 
your Government with what they had thus brought away, though the 
greatest part of rt did not belong to thems Upon which matter, the 
senate of this city has been convened with the Pielates of our teligniots 
orders and private persons, Your Ixeellency’s letter was laid hefuie 
them with proof of the Want of necessaries to defend the place Upon 
which 1b was unanimously agreed that recourse should be had to these 
refugees, and that extraordmary and even forcible means shunld be 
used with them. That, m the meantime, while these eilects ate 
thus withheld by persons taking refuge under other junsdictions, 
applications should be made to those governments, with request cf 
their favour and assistance in raising a loan to the royal treasury. 
By copy enclosed of an Act of Council in the said senate, your 
Excellency will see 1t is agreeable to our rights and Jaws thal vassals 
shall be obliged to furnish assistance to their king, and that his officers 
have lawful authouity to oblige them to help. 


I am certainly mformed that on your island the persons named in 
the accompanymg hst hold considerable effects, of which they aie 
subject to 1endeg account as well because the effects do not belong to 
them as by reason of their vassaldge. As this benefit to us cannot be 
dbtamed without your Excellency’s favour and protection mtersenng 
to that effect knowing your particular desire to assist and favour our 
ution I request that your Excellency will be pleased to pernnt or give 
leave for searching the houses of the persons named im the said hst 
givittg order for all assistance and favour to the officers I send on this 
employment. Or that our end may be obtamed wilh move care" an 
well as with, less noise, that your Excellency will be pleased to send 
for them before you, and order them to give a farthful account of 
what they have m their possessign, that on discovery of the amount 
whieh must not be meonsiderable, it may be used as-a pledge for 
payment of the ammunitions which the place is in want of, aud which 
your Excellency tells me ave ready on our paying the value or giving 
security for 1t. 

In, this city on our using extraordinary measures, in virtue of the 
abovementioned Act of Counal, we have discovered a small parcel of 
plate, which I likewise am determined to apply to tho payment for 
ammunitions and warlike stores that your Excellency may grant me. 
But as the plate belongs to the churches, and that a considerable loss 


Materials | 
AND ISLAND. 209 


will arise on breaking 16 down, I would fain know of your Excejlency 
if the Company would allow such a benefit to our state, as the taking 
it m pawn for a debt to the amount of ¢ts intrinsic value without 
interest ; or whether it is necessary that it should be sold, that I may 
xemit it weighed qith exactness ; trustitg that your Uxcellency will in 
this matter as in all others act for the best in favour of the wgent 
necessities this place is at present reduced to, 


Fiuther, in ease all this 1s not sufficient to engage an assistance 
in our present extieme, distiess, m order that the Company may have 
seuuty for momes advanced to this place, I offer your Excellency some 
pieces of biass ordnance either im payment or pawn for the debt. 
Ilavmg this consideration that 1t is most becoming my nation that 
1 should be known to the world how for the pieservatjon of then 
King’s erty it was stmpped of its artillery (the prmeipal mstruments vf 
is defence) whilst they put thew trust more 3n their personal valour, 
im their constant fidelity and zeal, than m the extraoidimary force 
or hardness of metal. So that if your Excellency will please to accept 
of this pledge, on advice fiom your Excellency, I will send the pieces 
of ordnance that may be necessary to pay the debt meuned. If 
to all these proposed measures your Excellency o: your Council shall 
object as weonvenient, I have no others nor any recourse besides 
fur the preservation of this place. Considering the reasons above 
declared, and the fatal ruin we must otherwise undergo, I hope that 
your Excellency, for the service of His Most Serene Majesty of 
-ortugal, at least will consent to succour us with some ammunition to 
enable us to persist in the defence of this place. And for the payment 
of this advance His Majesty will be bound by his agent and all his 
vassals, as T have wrote yom Excellency m my last letter, if they have 
not lost all credit and reputation with your nation, which they aie so 
caicful to preserve. 


By ieason of the great want of people for the defence and service of 
tlus place, through the dispersion of a number of our vassals in different 
parts, I came to a resolution of publishing a proclamation recalling, 
i)em all with their effects withm the term of fifteen days, undei 
penalties m case of contravention. And as seveial persons have res 
prevented to me their apprehension of trouble in obeymg this oder for 
fea of their creditors, considermg it as my duty to consult m ikese 
evnjunctuies what may be most useful to the King’s service, I have 
oidered another proclamation to be published, ot mdemmity im ‘such 
cases as \uur Excellency may see by copies enclosed of said proclama- 
tions. That these proclamations may meet with due observance, 
T request of your Excellency free leave for all the vassals of this state 
tu retuin to this place without impediment or molestation to their persdns 
and effects that they may bring with them. Also that these proclama- 
tions may be published on your island to remove any pretext of ignoiance, 
considering the great advantage may accrue from this expedient to the 
King’s service and towards the preservation of the place, the enemy’s 
approaches to which and method of attack may appear more clearly to 
your Excellency by your officer’s delineation and report which are now 
sent for your Excellency’s observation. 


At the same meeting this second letter of the same date (24th April) , 
was also read + As the vessels which I have here aic soun to proceed 
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° : 
to Goa, and I know not when thosg I have sent to Daman may aie, 
I request your Excellency to do me the honour to send to this Dar 
with all possible expeditiog a secure vessel of war, for our seuding upon 
her the small stock we have discovered to be applied to payment fur 
ammunitions as I have before wrote to your Excellency. Our want 
of ammunition 1s so urgent and the season is so far advanced your 
Excellency well knows how necessary it 1s I should make the best nse of 
the little tame I have left, Inthe hope the ammunition may be icady to 
come without delay I have given instructions to the Captain Commandant 
John d’Souza Ferras to adjust this matter with your Excellency, and 
at the same tame to 1equest your Excellency to send us such huklayers 
and carpenters as belong to our jurisdiction, and a1e now upon your 
island Our want of them for the service of this place is great, as well 
as our need*of chunam for which we must depend upon your Excelluncy’s 
finendly disposttion.! 

After due consideration of these two letters we come to the 

following iesolutions: That we will accept of the pledge tendeted in 
plate or wrought silver, and will advance the amount of its mtumsie 
value redeemable withuf the term of one year without interest. That 
whatever biass guns are not absolutely necessary to the defence of the 
place, we shall be the more willing to accept on the like tems, as wo 
aie not without great apprehensions of the place falling soon into the 
Mardthds’ hands, when the cannon found there will propmtwnably 
strengthen and enable the Mardthds to carry on any further designs 
they may have. That we cannot admit of the proclamation 1cferred 
to m the said Iptters being affixed or otherwise published in the 
manner the Commandant desires, as such a practice is repugnant to 
the forms and authority of our own Government. Much less can we 
suffer or connive at any compulsive measures to be used with ther 
subjects that have taken 1efuge here, it being inconsistent wilh the 
hberty and‘privileges granted to all who take protection under this 
Government, though we shall gladly give all encouragement in our 
power to prombte all voluntary contributions and assistance to them 
ein their present distiess. That we will send them whatever stores 
for the defence of Bassein we can spare without unfurnishmy tlus place. 
what any bricklayers or carpenters they may procuie here to go 
voluntarily upon their service at Bassein shall have fiee liberty to 
tepair thither. The President is accordingly desired to answer the 
aboye letteis in these terms. : 

Debating what price to fix on the stores to be spared them from 
this Presiddney, it is observed by the President that as the sparing 
these stores in order to save or at least enable the city of LBas-em 
to,hold out some time longer, ig neither a point of profit or favour. 
(consulting as we doim it chiefly our own safety and interest) we 
ought in this case to omit the charging of the twenty yer cent 
advance, usual on stores sold to any but the Honourable Company’s 
servants, by which 1emission the Portuguese will gam a faith sm the 
quantity to be furnished them, and consider, the same as o 1eal and 
timely obligation. To this the Board concurs and agiees.? 

Ale Sine mee a an ee ee ts Me te a 
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Six days later (7th May 1739) the President aequaints the Boud that 
yesterday he reeerved the melancholy news that on the 5th mstant the 
eaprtulauions had been signed for the surrender on the 12th of the city 
of Bassera to Chimndji the Maidtha general. The cduse of smrender was 
the snecess of the twelve or thuteen mines the Maidthis sprung on the 
ewitams aud bastions The place is so surrounded with water that only 
thiee of the eleven bastions were subject to be attacked. Stall the mmes 
made such breaches m two of the thiee as rendered the stormme very 
practicable This the Maréth4s attempted with the utmost fary and 1esu- 
Jntion Several times repulsed they as often returned to the attack, and at 
length gamed lodgments on the bastions. The Portuguese weaned and 
haiassed with so warm an action lasting over two days, having several 
of thew officers and many people killed, and ther ammunition near 
exhansted, observing the place was no longei tenable agamst such 
numbers, hoisted a white flag and sent one of then officers to treat of a 
smiender Chimndji allowed them the space of a week to evacuate the 
town un the very honowable conditions noted below, 


The Consultation continues: The Commandant of the Noith having 
made application to the President for assistance from this Government 
of boats and vessels to bmg away the mbhabitants and thew effects 
accoiding to the terms of the capitulations, orders have been given 
immediately to prepare what number of boats could be proeured, to be 
sent to Bassem to assist them m this distressful conjuncture The 
Prince of Wales and thee galivats were appomted to convey them 
sate fiom any attempts on the sea Resolved likewise, as the Command- 
ant of the Noth is obhged to seek harbour here avith his people till 
the 1amy season 1s over, that the most honourable 1eception be 
gtven him, and a lodgmg be prepaied for him suitable to his station 
wilh such aecommodation as can be got fo1 lodgmg his people This 
tieatment we think due to a nation in fuendship with ours, especially in 
theu piesent distiessed deplorable condition. We hope the cireum~ 
stances will appear m that hght to our Honouable Masters.) 

The following were the conditions of surrender . “ 

} The said Chimn4j: Appa shall peimit fice passage out of the 
town to all the troops as well regular as auxiliaiies, with then arms w 
oiler, diums beating and colouis flying, also with four pieces of cannon 
and two mortars, 

2. Te shall likewise grant fiee passage out to all the noble families 
that are now in the town, with all their moveables and effects, as also 
to all the Christians Gentus and Moois who do not chooge to remaim 
10 the place, and that with all their goods and effects 

3 He shall permit fiee and unmolested passage out of the por$ of 
tlus place to all vessels of war now m it with them artillery and pro- 
vided at all pomts for defence as well ds to all other vessels whose 
owners do not choose to 1emain. 

4. Tle shall furnish all the vessels that may be wanted (charges 
paid) to convey away to Bombay, Chaul, or Daman, as well the noble 
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famalies as the common people, with all in general that choose to leave 
the plSice with their good: and effects, which they shall cairy with 
them ; and shall engage that Angria shall not rob or stiip them of 
what they carry, upon the sea, until they have ariived at thew destined! 
port. ; 

5. He shall hkewise grant fiee passage to all in religions orders, 
and to the priests in general (who do not choose to remain m the place) 
with leave to carry off their goods and effects such as they may not 
sell befoichand. 


6. Ie shall pernut the shipping off and carrying out vf the place 
all victualling stores and ammunitions of warim the town belongine 
to the Inhabitants and defenders ; and in general all treasuie in gold 
or silyer with every one’s provisions and moveables, as likewise every 
thing belongmg to the churches of whatever sort or value. 


7. That the Christians who remain voluntarily in the place shall 
enjoy the liberty of worshipping God in the farth théy profess, as 
likewise all over the district belongmg to that jurisdiction without 
being robbed or strippedef what they have got. The same is to le 
observed 1m every respect with the Gentus and Moors that shall choose 
to stay behind, each according to his law. 


8. The said Chimndéji shall forthyith release all the prisoners m 
his power, that they may have the benefit of coming away in my 
company. And I wall restore all that Ihave got, Tor him to dispose 
of as he thinks proper, in return for those of our side, 


9. On the day appointed for the garrison’s evacuating the place 
which is the 12th May (23rd of May N.S.) his army shall retreat tu 
Madrapur, that I may with my troops go over the walls and embark 
free of any fear of molestation from his army, . 


10, Chimnfji Appa himself shall engage not to enter the town 
with his troops till Iam safely embarked with mine and all the people 
that go with mo, and got out of the reach of the artillery of the place, 


. 1). Chimn4ji Appa shall purchase whatever provisions moveables 
or effects the mhabitants or others in the place may have and want to 
eg}l, by the means of persons of eredit or trust, and to that end shall 
send into the town thirty such Banians to agiee the price, paying the 
valug to the propiietors, and recerving the things so purchased. 

12, That whilst Chimndji Appa shall be in possession of this city, 
he shall for ever maintain the privilege of three chuiches within it, 
(besides) one’in the district and one on the island of Sulsette, for the 
Christians that shall remain in the said city, or places stipulated for, 
whee they may frecly exercise all the acts of their religion. The sad 
churches shall have ther curates subject to the most illustrious and 
reverend Primate of India, for him to settle their proper jurisdiction 
for the cultivation of the said Chnstianity. Whatever images I may 
leave behind shall be suffered to remain in the said churches, with the 
most necessary ornaments for adornng them. And for the security of 
the peiformance of all the above articles of capitulation, the sad Chim- 
niji Appa shall sign the same according to his custom, and shall hke- 
Wise confirm and iatify them with his own seal and that of Bajudy (he 


Materials J 


AND ISLAND. 213 
general of all the Shahu Réja’s tyoops. This being executed, the said Chapter lL 
Chmngji Appa ehall send one of his principal officers to my satisfac- History. 
tion, to remain as an hostage on board a vesgel of war in the channel 5,5 ¢¢ Bisbain: 


of the bar of this place, out of the reach of the artillery, And for the 1739, 
security of such an officer, I will send one of mine to stay in his army 

till these stipulations have ‘been performed, when I will 1etwin his 

officer m exchange of mine. Likewise as soon as he has ratified 

these capitulations, he shall order his people te 1etive from the foot of 

the walls into their batteries and tienches to the distance of twenty 

paces ; evacuating also the breaches, leaving m each the number of 

twenty men. In the mtemm there shall be no jnnovation on either 

side, or any new work be carried on, To this is added: 


I Chima4j. Appa accept of the above articles of surrender, except 
the sixth relating to the munitions of war which I will purchase 
and the ninth which I will not engage for. For ratification thereof 
Lset my seal to them m my camp before Bassem the 16th May 
1739 (N.8.)? 

The terms of capitulation were honourably garried out on both sides, Poriugueso 
On the 13th May 1739 the King George and three galivats arrived °° Honeys 
fiom Bassein Bar, bringing several boats and two grabs under their , 
convoy, with the garrison and inhabitants of Bassein and their effects, 
ie with Caitan d’Souza Cotamandant in the North and Governor 
of Bassein? 


Two days later (15th May 1739) the Board agreed that, as Bassein Maratha 
is reduced, 1t will be highly proper to send a letter, of compliment to —_ Negotiations, 
Chimn4j: Appa with a small present in the eastern manner, to consist of 1198s 
six yaids of red velvet, six yards of green, and six yards of cloth. This 
present Bhiku Smay is pitched upon to carry, a person the best qualified 
we can find for such an employ, as the same may be an opening or intro- 
duction toa further knowledge and insight into Chimn4jr’s movements 
and designs 


Three weeks later (8th June 1789) the President acquaints the Board 
that Bhiku Sinay was returned with a civil answer from Chimndji who 
had given the said messenger a friendly and favourable reception, Soon 
after anived two deputies from Chimnéji with a letter to the Presider, 
and assurances of adesire on the part of the Maréthés to maintain 
peace and fnendship with this Government, concerning the regulatiof and 
establishment of which they proposed treating and coming to egree- 
ment, According to Bhiku Simay’s report the conference he had with 
Chimn4ji passed chiefly in some exceptions taken by him at our conduct 
since their invasion of the Portuguese territories. To these Bhiku 
made suitable answers and explanations, wherewith Chimndji seemed 
satisfied, When he was about taking leave Chimndji gave him an 
hint, as if he expected we should assist him with a loan of money, 
for which he quoted what aids of that sort had been furnished the 
Sidis and Portuguese. The deputies since arrived having in their 
discourse with the President confined themselves chiefly to general 
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assurances Of their master’s good mtentions to our nation, and Chim- 
n4ji th his letter desirmg that Captain Inchbird may be appointed to 
confer with him more pai tyeularly about the means of setiling a good 
harmony and understanding with this Government, the President 
proposes the sending of Captam Inchbiid, as no, ill conseyuenees 
can be apprehended from his gomg On the contrary as we may 
expect the more fnendly overtures m consequence of our gratifying 


‘him with his choice of a person to treat with, it is agreed that Captain 


Inchbud be instantly despatched to Chimndji with proper mstructions 
and a competent present, 


The same day (8th June 1739) the following instructions were 
conveyed to Captain James Inchbird : Chimn4ji Appa, the Maritha 
general, having applied very urgently fora person to be deputed 
to them, and you being named by him as one that would be accept. 
able for a personal conference, wherein it may be requisite to 
treat of several matters of great importance to the welfare of this 
island, we have on mature deliberation come to a resolution of 
sending you on the part of the Honourable roan on this 
deputation. You will herewith receive my credential Ictter and 
such presents as I could judge (or were to be procured) the most 
fitting and adapted to the liking of these people, to whom I would 
have you take proper notice of my friendly disposition in gratify- 
ing this their particular request of my sending you. You are by 
experience so well versed in the nature, customs, and manners of 
the Gentu governments round us that I need add no instructions 
on those heads. As to the most material points which you may 
want authority or directions to propose, or answer, and for your 
general puidance in the management of your conferences with 
Bajiréy, Chimnéji, or those authorized to treat with you on his or 
their parts, you will find them contained in the following articles : 


(1) If the Maréthds are desirous sincerely to improve a good 
understandiag, so we are the same. 

(2) We will not suffer the Portuguese to attack the Mardthas 

from any part of this island; therefore it will be needless for 
the Marathas to erect any work near the passes, as such can be 
of ho other use than tocause us jealousy. They must be sensible 
we have no sort of intention to violate the friendship which we 
openly profess a desire of maintaining. 
(3) That as the real end of our holding Bombay is to circulate 
a free trafle round us, so we wish to have some favour showed 
usin the duties of the rivers, which will encourage the resort 
of merchants, and prove thereby of more utility to tlfe Mardthis 
than can arise to them by heavy impositions. - 

(4) That we on our parts are desirous of fixing on some terms 
of agreement tending to encourage the inhabitants on each side, 
and if any manufactures of goods proper for us be set about in 
the places subject to the Mardthds we shall willingly be pur- 
chasers thereof, provided we can be furnished on reasonable 
conditions, 


a a Ss a a 
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(5) That our force now maigtamed as well by land as sea is 
merely intended for ow preservation. And, therefore, on Ifaving 
a suitable security of a friendly disposition on the part of the 
Mardthas we shall in no wise molest,their navigation. Contrary- 
wise we shall afford a becoming assistance to them therein, to 
which end the waters leading to their rivers will be kept fice 
Since Angria under a borrowed nanie may attempt passing Mahim 
river, and aim to injure us thereby, we hope no other vessel 
than those employed in taade will pass that way, as vessels of 
war may easily enter between this island and Karanja. 

(6) That such persons as have fled hither from the Mardtha 
countries have now leave, and shall hereafter be peimitted to 
return 

(7) That as Chimnaji may surmise we have attempted by 
our messenger to his master to establish matters on a footing in 
prejudice of him (Chinn4j1), I now commit to you copy of my 
letter sent from hence. 


(S) Should, as Bhiku Sinay has hinted, any demands be made 
for loans of money, you may say that although wo might in 
times past favour the Sidis theron, yet we have been since 
ordered so puremptorily by the Company to avoid such a 
practice as puts it out of our power to comply therewith. 

(9) Should tribute be demanded you may reply that, as 
Chimnaj well knows, the trade of our island has been so 
reduced by the bordermg troubles, and the heavy expense in 
supporting 1t with provisions brought from distant countries 
(when denied by the Ma.dthds), that we are unable to pay tribute. 

(10) If we are accused of assisting the Sidis and Portuguese 
in preyudice of the Mardthds, you may reply that what we did 
then was on a supposal that the destruction of tither by the 
Mardthds might tend to injure us But on a farther knowledge 
that the Mardthds consider the welfare of their*dominions, we 
have for some time observed a becoming neutrahty. 


(}1) If we should be required to assist in 1educing Mandji 
Sainbh4j: and the Sidis, you may reply that Méndy boing at 
present on good terms with us, we cannot justify the entering 
into any measures against him , nor would 1t become us to mblest 
the Silis, as they are the immediate subjects of the Meghal, 
through whom we enjoy at our several settlements very advan- 
tageous privileges. But Sambhdji, whilst he continues an enemy 
to us, WHI] be annoyed as muchas possible by the fleet we have 
for long been olliged to madintam in the protection of our trade 
against his attempts, 

The above several points you will speak to and enforce as occa~ 
pion offers, being what at present occurs most material to caution 
you upon. Should any other matters arise wherein you are not 
furnished with replies, apply hither with all speed for our giving 
suitable directions, iets 
a a te 
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Three weeks Jater (20th June 1739) the President communicates 
to the Board a letter received froni Captain James Inchbird, dated 
Bassein the 27th instant, eontaining a relation of his procedure and 
negotiations with Chimn4p, the Mardtha general, and enclosing a 
draft of nine articles proposed on the said Chifandji’s part for 

rounding a treaty of peace and commerce upon. Also a draft of 
fourteen articles proposed by Captain Inchbird on our part for 
the establishment of a peace with those people, on which he desires 
such instructions and powers as may enable him to come to a 
conclusion in this matter with all possible despatch. The Board 
approves of Captain Inchbird’s conduct and management hitherto ; 
and proceeds to take into consideration the terms contained in the 
said articles of Chimndji. Upon the whole of which, itis remarked 
that the success of these pedple has so much elated them that, os 
appears by the style of those articles, they are far from treating us 
upon equal and moderate terms. At the same time as it is undeni- 
able that we have neither forces nor authority sufficient to enter 
on any measures of opposition to them, and that on the contrary 
we are positively enjoiied by our Honourable Masters to seek by 
all fitting means the establishment of a friendly correspondence 
with these people, there appears no preferable method for us to 
pursue than showing such a disposifion to settle a state of peace 
and commerce with them, if they are sincerely inclined to the like 
on their side, as may leave no reasonable pretence to come to a 
rupture with us, nor give our Honourable Masters any occasion 
to blame or censure us for deviating from their positive express in- 
junctions with regard to our conduct towards these new neighbours. 
For the clearer explanation of the sense and opinion of this Board 
on the terms proposed by the Mardthds, each article is in order 
and separately debated upon. The Consultation continues : Having 
gone through the above articles, and taken into consideration 
a sketch of an agreement digested by Captain Inchbird into 
fourteen articles—Ordered that in accordance with the tenour and 
parport of the above recited resolutions on Chimndji’s proposals, 
with the additions and alterations that may appear necessary, a 
set of, articles be immediately collected and framed with the 
approval of this Board, to be transmitted to Captain Inchbird for 
a groundwork to the treaty in hand. And the President will in 
his angwer to Captain Inchbird take notice to him that there is no 
material difference in the concessions made by us to their several 
demands, so that if they are in earnest or sincere in their profes- 
sions of desiring a friendly correspondence, we see no obstacle to 
an accommodation on the terms they propose. In ease of their 
starting any such objection to any one or more particulars of 
consequence, that he cannot get over, he is not by a peremptory 
refusal to break off the negotiation, but advising us thereof with- 
out delay, wait for further orders from hence. At the same time 
it may be recommended to him to press the fixing the customs of 
their ports and rivers at the same moderate rates ag ours, as the 
same will greatly encourage the introduction of s flourishing 
commerce into their country, The President will likewise signify 
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to Chimn#yi that Captain Inchbird has his power to ednclude and 
ratify a treaty and agreement ‘with him on the above declared 
footing } , 

Meanwhile (5th May 1789), when there was still hope in Bombay that 
Bassein might hold out till the rains the President Honourable Stephen Law 
acquaint the Board that in his opinion the present state of affairs and his 
own recent entry upon the charge of the Government made it expedient 
to send a letter tS the Shihu Réja as a proper step and introduction 
towards obtaining a friendly correspondence with that court, which 
scems the more necessary now those owning him for their sovereign are 
become and are like to continue our near neighbours. Te observes that 
such an advance on our part is entirely agreeable to“our Honourable 
Masters’ directions for improving all occasions of cultivating a peaceable 
disposition towards us in the country powers. Further that, consider- 
ing the little assurance or certainty we have of Bajirév’s and Chimn4ji’s 
deans this duect application to the Shéhu Raja, whom they acknow- 
ledve for their master, may produce a good effect, and cannot possibly 
be attended with ill consequences, as we have no such dependence on 
,the success as to lessen our guard and cautwn. The Board unani- 
mously agreemz to this proposal the President remarks that it will 
be necessaiy to accompany the letter with a few presents at a moderate 
expense, such as looking-glasses and other Europe curiosities as may be 
procured on the place. Asa garni y to carry these presents he had 
pitched on one Blukéji Pant who had heretofore been employed on 
messages to. that court by the Sidis, and was therefore the properest 


oO 


person for this purpose. This the Board approves.” 

Two days later (7th May 1739), the day after the news of the fall 
of Basrein, the President communicates to the Board that since the last 
consultation Captain Wilham Gordon had been represented to him as 
a person well qualified for deputation to Shahu Raja, as he understands 
the country language tolerably well and is acquainted with the humour 
and manner of these people. He observes the sendimg a European will 
on the one hand give more weight to any verbal éxplanation that 
may be requisite or serviceable to make at that court and on the othey 
may be more safely depended upon for gaining information of their 
policy and designs than one of the country people. The Board approver 
this choice; and desires the President to give Captain Gordon the 
necessary instructions for his conduct.? 


The same day (7th May 1739) the following letter from the President 
to Shéhu Bija 1s approved: On my entering upon the charge of, the 
Government of this island of Bombay, 1t becameimmediately and naturally 
my care to pay my respects to your majesty whose-health God preserve 
with increase of prosperity for many years. To this end therefoxe I 
send Captain Gordon a person of trust to your majesty’s presence, 
there to testify the great zeal and desire I have to deserve your friend- 
tlup and approve my readiness to serve your majesty on all occasions, 
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wishing thereby to establish a good correspondence betwixt your 
majesfy’s subjects and those under éhis Government, more especially 
as they are become such near neighbours. It is known to the 
world how much benefit and advantage may 1esult from a fee tiaffic 
and commerce being maintained with the countries not belonging to 
your majesty, situate as they are with respect to this place whenco it 
may be carried on, and I do not doubt but your majesty will be pleased 
to allow this consideration its just weight and attention, as the same 
is of so great importance. The consequence is plam that your 
territories which border upon our$ will become the centre of traffic, 
whereby your subjects inhabitants of them will become more 1ich and 
opulent than those of your other provinces. I wish your majesty a 
happy and prosperous reign, with mciease of greatness, and to myself 
many occasions of being employed in the service of your majesty,’ 


Three days later (10th May 1739) the Board approved the 
following instructions to Captain William Gordon: We have appointed 
you asanenvoy to Shéhu Raja, and for the management of such 
concerns as you will find by the following instructious are committed to 
your care and discretion, On receipt of this you are to set out with all 
convenient expedition for Sdtara in the Deccan, or in whatever place you 
shall learn that the Prince for the ‘time resides, having in your 
charge the said letter and the presents we send accompanying 1t, as by 
the list annexed, You will hkewrse receive herewith some other 
letters addressed to his chief officers, with suitable presents, of the 
delivery of which you are to take care. As you cannot be so well versed 
in the language and forms necessary to be used with these country 
governments, I ser with you a proper person well acquainted in those 
matters having heretofore been employed by the Sidis in messages to 
Shéhu Raja, who may therefore be serviceable to you’ in the course 
of your negotiation. He isa Gentu by name BhikAji Pant, On your 
arrival at Shéhu Raja’s court you are to see the letter and presents 
delivered with the usual ceremonies, which you are beforehand to get 
yourself instructed in, 


, Asone great inducement to the step at present taken in sending 
you is the view of gaining some information and insight into the 
government, interests, and designs at that court, I would have you 
use your best industry and management to obtain a sufficient knowledge 
of Shahu Ré4ja’s government. Who aie the principal men that direct 
or influence his resolutions, what-are their several views or interests, 
and the general disposition and drift of their councils. These if may 
be the easierfor you to come at as they dbserve little or no secrecy 
in them, and may serve not only to guide you for the present in your 
application and conduct, but be useful to us in future. As we are 
inférmed Baju4v does not want for great and powerful enemies at that 
court, you will do well to inquire who they are and how much they 
may be depended upon; and xf you see proper occasion and opening, 
it will not be amiss to instil a jealousy of is ambition and growing 
power, which must be much increased by the accession of these conquests 
from the Portuguese, and consequently it must be high time to check 


resent 
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01 put a stop to (influence already) but too prevalent. Attle same time 
I have also thought proper to send Bajrdv a letter on this occasion, 
with a present m the eastern manner, andit will be necessary you 
guaid agamst making him an enemy, lest he might be exeited to aam 
at dong’ us ill offiees, * 


In the conference you may have with Shdhu Raja or his mmisters 
you ate to assure them that on my coming to the Government my first 
care was to seek the means of ienewing the ancient goud comespondence 
and frend: hyp betwixt our Governments, to which end I had pitched on 
this expedient of sending you as an early mark of the smcenty of our 
intentions, You are at the same time most carefully to guard agamst 
then suspicions that any fear or apprehensions of Bijiév’s arms may 
have a share mm this iesolution ; letting them know that though we 
prefer peace and good harmony with our neighbours, we are determmed 
to defend ourselves im the best manner we are able 1m case we are 
attacked, You aie to 1epresent to them also, and this is mdeed the 
most mateual matter, how much it 1s their interest and advantage to 
live upon amicable terms wath us, it bemg notorious that our nation 
las never meddled with their 1ehgion, or had dhy views of conquest or 
extending dominion in these paits. The sole busmess and end of our 
residence 1s Trade This must be equally a benefit to their country, 
the superflurtes of which we take,off their hands, and import treasuie 
and other commodities advantageous to them both im consumption 
and eustom All. which you may at large explain and enforce, 


By this means I would have you diaw out some declaiation of that 
Prince’s intentions. If, without bemg amused or deceived, you find lus 
intentons favourable to our purpose, you may intimate how agreeable 1t 
will be to me as they ale now become our neighbours, that some treaty 
or negohation be set on foot for estabhshing and settling a firm 
frendstap on terms to be mutually agreed, concermmg , which I shall 
willmgly heaken to any just and ieasonable proposal. As their new 
conquered te11itomes he at present contiguous to or sq near our island, 
you may insist how greatly the preserving of a free and unmterrupted 
trade will naturally benefit them, and serve to render their new possessions 
the most flourishing and nch part of their dominions. If any overtures 
are made that you judge may be depended upon and require % 
conclusion, advise me fully that I may give you suitable instructions. 
Otherwise when you have done your busmess, you aie to come way 
Peet & diary of your procedure and transactions untib your 
acturn, . 

The 15th May 1739 the President communicates tothe Board the 
substance of a letter from one Lakshman Pant a Martha officer in 
post at Bandya, requesting the resettlement of a passage boat at Méhim, 
it having been stopped on some apprehensions upon the blowing up 
of Bindra. It is agreed that, on the terms we are at present, it will be 
inconsistent with the declaration of our friendly intentions to keep up 
any show of diffidence more than is necessary for our safety, that our 
safety can be no ways endangered by restoring the hberty of the passage 
boat under a strict inspection from our,customs house at Méhim, 


rr nm en ge pe pen pare nena enreniiamstverr oem 
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Chapter l = and that th€ boat may be an advantage to the island, by bringing in 
History. provisions, green trade, and other nec8ssaries from Salsette : Resolved that 
the passage be again opencd and freedom, given for all unsuspected 
Mahim-S4lsette, ‘ ? ete % . aa ‘ aA 5 
Ferry Boat persons to have free egress and regress to ourisland ; and should hereafter 
1739 any abuse or inconveniency arise from the present ,settlement of the 


passage boat we may either timely remedy or remove it. As regards 

Lakshmanj)’s further request that leave be given.for the return of such 

ersons as have forsaken Sdlsette and axe at present on our island, as 

s pointis strongly insisted upon the part of the Mardthd4s and as 

a refusal may be attended with great disgust: Agrecd that fiee 

hberty be given to such as have a mmd to return under the Mardtha 
government.! 


Negotiations The same Consultation (15th May 1789) the President proceeds 
baa to offer to the consideration of the Board, whether it is most eligible to 


contmue Angna’s prisoners in their present state of captivity or to 
try the effects of 1eleasmg and returnmg them. It 1s observed that 
the expense of maintaming them exceeds the value of the labour and 
also service they are put to on' the public works, The release may 
induce Sambhéji Angma to 4 like return of our people now actually 
pusoners with him, or m case of future captures. As the beach 
has been hitherto kept so wide, and all hopes of an accommodation 
seem cut off, this friendly advance on the part of the President, at his 
commg to the chair, may look hke an overture, or disposition to 
receive proposals of peace, and enter on treaty towards it. And as this 
procedure appeais to be entirely conformable to the tenour of our 
Honourable Masters’ orders and directions for embracmg all means 
of re-establishing and cultivatang a good correspondence and harmony 
with the country powers round us: Agreed that the President 
order the release of the prisoners in the manner he may judge the 
most conducive to the foregoing purposes ; and that Captain Inchlurd, 
@ person usually employed in any negotiation with him, be directed 
to set this matter in'a proper light to Sambhaj.” 
Aid due by The 29th Jute 1739 the President communicates the following letter 
iecabe from Caitan de Souza Pereira, dated Bombay 27th June: Ih my 
aa letters of the 10th and 24th April, witten at Bassein, I represented 
sso your Excellency the great perplexity and strarts I was involved in 
through the urgent necessity that place (being the principal one of this 
Province) stood im of money for the payment of the troops. This was 
the true justifying motuye that obliged me to request your Excellency 
in the name of his most serene Portuguese Majesty to assist us with 
a loan from’ the Honourable Company of Rs. 1,00,000, being driven 
even to offer in pawn certain large brass cannon, as having no other 
seeyrity to give for the said loan. This proposal of mine not takmg 
effect for the reasons your , Excellency was pleased to declare in your 
letter of the 28th (16th) Apml and others that occurred, I was obliged 
to fall upon extraordinary methods, ‘With the consent of an assembly 
of the senate prelates and nobility, I gave order for a search into tho 
convents.churches and private houses, and the seizuwe of the gold 
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jewels and silver that might be found in them. These the King took 
by way of loan, certificates befng given m order to repayment, 
whenever it was possible, The money this search produced has 
hitherto served to pay the troops and defray other the most necessary 
expenses for the King’s service. Of this there 1s now none remaiming. 
And the Jesuits, though they have on this score received a letter of 
thanks fiom his Excellency the Count Viceroy in the name of his 
Majesty, have fasled of the promise théy made of contmbuting 40,000 
Xeraphins, out of their gieat capital in Bombay. I cannot compel them 
to a contmbution of the said sum, as they are now within the junisdiction 
of the Government of your Excellency. This difliculty, joined to the 
pressing necessity there 1s of money to pay the troops and the necessary 
expense for fitting and preparmg vessels of war, oblige me to have 
recourse to your Excellency, :eminding withal that on my retreat 
fiom Bassem I could neither pass down to Goa through the lateness of 
the season, no1 to any other place of this Piovince, for want of victuals 
and other necessaries in them for the support of the troops under my 
command I sought shelter here, presuming from many concurring 
reasons to find on this island a favomahle protection fiom your 
Excellency and the Honourable Company, and hkewise expecting 
recovery of the abovementioned loan as promised by the Jesuits with 
the help of which our expenses might be defrayed for the four months 
that remain, till some provision tay be made fiom Goa, Even in this 
there will be no small difficulty, Goa, as your Excellency well knows, 
being greatly straitened and exhausted by the late treaty of peace. 


On these considerations I hope from the good disposition of your 
Excellency, and that weighing the justice of my reasons, you will please 
to apply proper measmes for obhging the Jesuits to contribute without 
delay the loan which they promised of 40,000 Xeraphins As 
vassals of the state they aie in duty bound to concur with the rest in 
these urgent necessities. And if these troops were im any place of 
our jurisdiction, I could obtam from the merchants a supply of all 
necessaiies for their subsistence till money could be ratsed to pay them, 
an allangement which 1n this island is in no soit practicable. For thys 
cunrideration your Excellency ought not to permit that the said troops, 
being under the jurisdiction of your Government, should, for want pf pazy 
be reduced to so miserable a state as not only to disband and seck other 
recourse, but to put themselves on the terms of taking some desperate 
resolution the consequences of which might be very piejudicial to his 
Portuguese Majesty. At the same time it would give me the deepest 
concern to see them suffer, with the vexation of having no fheans to assist 
them for want of money and ciedit upon this island to supply their wants, 
my teputation and eredit not being ’ little concerned in this important 
matter, bemg obliged to give an account of them to his Excellency the 
Count Viceroy, I wait for your necessary determination in this affazr, 
and wish for many occasions fo serve and eblige your Excellency.! 

Ata Consultation of 6th July 1789 was read the President’s answer, 
dated Bombay Castle the 30th June 1739 O. S, tothe Commandant of 
the North: I received your favour of the 27th June (9th July N, 8S.) 
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and likewise the enclosed letter of the Jesuits on which you ground 
your dfspute with them. The whole matter has been deliberate? upon 
in Council with due attentjon, and to see if any expedient could be 
found to give you entire satisfaction, which my own inclination leads 
me to procure you in every thing within my power. However in this 
case I am obliged to reply to you that according to the constitution of 
our laws and Government (which yourself must be acquainted with) no 
other ways can be used with these Jesuits who have taken refuge under 
the protection of our Crown, but those of persuasion and advice, wluch 
failing, as m effect they have failed, the abovementioned considerations 
together with the regard due to national proteotion hinder me from the 
pursuance of this affar with the Jesuits by other means. To this I 
hope you will not take exception, as you will do me the justice to 
believe that I shall always be desirous of serving yourself in 
particular and favouring the interests of the Portuguese nation m 
everything that depends upon my Government and is not out of my 
power as this is. Wath this I return you enclosed the said letter of 
the Jesuits. If they have failed in their promise or civil’obligation as 
loyal subjects, I do not doubt but on their return under the junsdiction 
of your nation, to whom alone belongs to judge in ths matter, 
justice will take its due course, as for the above declared reasons thus 
Government has no authority to interfere.! 


The 6th July the President communicates the following reply from 
Cartan d’ Souza Pereira Commandant of the North, dated Bombay 
the 8rd July 1739: I received your Excellency’s most esteemed 
letter of the 30th, June im which I observe what you are pleased 
to say with respect to the matters proposed mm mine. To this I 
amrin the necessity of replying, that the policy of a Government, 
belonging to the most serene Crown of England (considermg the 
friendship subsisting betwixt our two nations) as well as the respect 
owing to all national protections, is the most forcible reason why your 
Excellency and Council and the Honourable Company should, im such 
extreme necessity as the present, attend to the preservation and sub- 
sistence of the King’s tioops. These under the protection of your 
Excellency’s Government are now on this island in want of all the 
means, of sustenance, having already consumed the little gold and 
silver that 1emained in the churches convents and private houses in 
Bassein, and the agent of his most serene Majesty of Portugal not 
having any supply left wherewith to furnish the requisite charges. 


In the abovg declared circumstances I have again recourse to your 
Excellency, hoping that by all possible ways and means you will concur 
to the making a loan to the state of Rs.30,000 to serve for the 
subsistence of the troops, fitting of vessels, and other indispensable 
necessary expenses. Having no better secunty to pive for the said 
loan, I convened the officers of my couneil, and agreed by act thercof 
to oblige the Factor and Padre, administrators of Bassein, to remain 
on this island as pledges ‘all full repayment be made by the Court of 
Goa of the whole sum. As either of these persons 1s bound to give 
account of receipts and issues’ to a very considerable amount, I am 


a eer 
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persuaded that the loan will be made good without demy that they 
may Le forthcoming at the said oourt of Goa. Seeing the ganerous 
disposition of your Excellency voluntanly and liberally contmbuted 
such copious sums in charity to the poor widows who took refuge on 
this island after the unfortunate retreat from the aty of Basscin, 
besides assisting all those who are in distress and have recourse to your 
Excellency, it does not seem just that the ticops of his most serene 
Majesty of Portugal should experence a less degiee of patronage 
fiom your Excellency’ bounty. In case all these reasons are not of 
weight enough to gam due effect, as I have no other means for the 
preservation of the King’s troops, I deliver them to your Excellency and 
Counal, as you shall be answerable to lus most serene Majesty of 
Great Britam for the damage and prejudice that fiom the ruin of 
these troops may result to the state and service of my sovereign. Or 
your Excellency wall give me leave to pass with them to the island 
of Karanja or Salsette, seeing it wall be better that I with the 
Portuguese officers and soldiers die in fight with the enemy of our 
faith and nation, than expire under the termble torment of hunger.! 


After debate, the President remarks that the substance of the above 
letter bemg to borrow money for the immediate subsistence of the 
Portuguese troops, witha tender of the best secunty they had for the 
present to give, he had discoursed with the agent for the King of 
Portugal about the sum that might be precisely necessary for this end. 
Upon the closest calculation this could not well be less than Rs. 4000 a 
month for the support of seven to eight hundred men, :ncluding officers 
of distinction. ‘This delay cannot now last longer than thiee or four 
months befoie an opportunity offers and the season answers for the 
transport of these people to some place under the Portuguese jurisdiction. 
As in such creumstances this Government cduld not have justified the 
refusal of a retreat to the subjects of a European Prince in alhanee 
with our Sovereign, 1t cannot be matter of dispute whether we should 


supply them with the necessaries of life, of which they are m want ' 


dung their stay on the place It is therefore proposed that a sum not 
exceeding Rs. 4000 be issued monthly out of the treasury to the order 
of the Portuguese agent, upon the secunty mentioned in the General’s 
letter To this the Council unanimously agreed, adding ~ It is here to 
be noted that through the sudden surrender of the city of Bassein, the 
loan to the Portuguese approved im our Consultation of the 17th August 
last (1738) was never made.? 

The 7th August 1739 read the translate of a letter from the 
Commandant of the North to the President, requesting the advance at 
one payment of the loan agreed to in our Consultation of the 6th July 
last for the three months of residence in Bombay presumed to bg for 
August September and October, with a further sum for the repairs of 
the vessels belonging to them, and necessary to carry him and troops 
off the shore to some place of retreat within the Portuguese fjunsdiction, 
After debate considermg that though the permission and leave given 


' Pub, Diary 12 of 1738-39, 262-263. Forrest’s Mardtha Series, I. Pt. I. 47-48, 


?Bom, Gov. Consultation, 6th July 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of, 1738-89, 254 - 265, 
Forrest’s Maratha Series, I, Pt, I, 44-45, ; es : Lovee 


Chapter I. 
History. 


Aid to - 
Portuguese, 
1730, 


Chapter I. 
History. 
Aid to 
Portuguese, 

17389... 


(Historical 
"224 BOMBAY TOWN 


to the Portutzuese to retreat hither after the surrender at Bassein, was a 
step that could not be avoided witholit a breach of national regards, it 
proved to be attended with some ill consequences both to the tran- 
quillity of the place from?their unruly mutineering soldiery, aud by 
engaging us in loans of money for their immediate sybsistence, aa their 
quick departure and thereby ridding the place of the load of their 
maintenance and other troubles depends on qur advancing this sum 
now requested: Resolved, if sufficient sécurity for their speedy depar- 
ture is obtained, that Rs. 12,000 be issued and advanced in full of the 
intended loan of Rs. 4000 monthly for the three ensuing months. Also 
that a sum not exceeding Rs. 2000 be allowed for refitting the vessels 
to carry them off the shore, and such supplies of stores as may serye 
for their defence ; the management to be entrusted to the President, on 
the same security as before accepted.! : 


The 28th September 1739 read letter from the Commandant of the 
ies to the President, dated Bombay 21st September: Last Thurs 
Alay, on my ordering a company designed for garrison to go on board 
a grab that lay ready, they made great objections on account of their 
not being paid their amwears for one quarter or three months. To 
oblige them to embark, I was forced to interpose my authority, and go 
myself on board with them. As those that remain behind make the 
same clamour, I convened my Council, and on enquiry of the Factor it 
appeared there was no money left of the loan be had received of the 
Honourable Company, all being disbursed in the ordinary payment of 
the troops. Having regard to the importance of the matter, I, with 
my said Council, waited upon, your Excellency to request the loan of 
Rs. 10,000 to supply the aforesaid demand, and provide some neces- 
saries to go from this place to the assistance of some soldiera that are 
sick. As on the part of ‘your Excellency certain circumstances were 
represented in opposal to the grant of the sum requested, I assembled 
the officers ordering them to lay before the soldiery the state of our 
affairs, Thereby the soldiery were reduced to be satisfied with the 
payment of a half quarterage, for which and other necessaries the sum 
of Rs, 7000 is indispensably wanted. This I desire your Excellency 
will please to lend, considering the condition the soldiers must otherwise 
~€0 in, without pay, to enter upon any action, and the prejudicial conse- 
quences that may arise to the King’s service, if before they embak 
theyare not paid atleast one-half of their quarterage. Besides obliging 
my Council to the payment of the said sum, I promise your Excellency 
that out of the first money that comes from Goa, the whole amount of 
what hag been lent by the Honourable Company shall be paid, or I will 
give your Excellency a pledge equal to the said loan.* After debate 
the President observes the unreaschable and growing demands of these 
peofle. Notwithstanding an urgent expostulation against: this method, 
of proceeding with the General himself and the King’s agent, he 
found it impossible to procure the retreat of the Portuguese troops 
without either proceeding to violent measures, or at ouce cutting off 
all pretences for their longer stay by a compliance in part with thie 
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e 
unreasonable request. Being very unwilling to embroil matters for a Chapter tf. 
small sum, he had at last prevailed on the General to make tle best Histor: 
shift he could to satisfy his men with akout Rs. 3000 for less than ; 7 
which 16 appeared impracticable to get yd of them by fair means. He Pp oe S: 
therefore proposed to the Board to consent to this last tmal, the necessity on eD. Bs 
of which seemed evident. The same was unanimously agreed to,! 


The 9th October 1739 read letter from the Commandant of the 
North, dated Chaul the 6th October: Advising his safe arrival and 
amply acknowledging the favour and protection shown to the troops 
and subjects of his Portuguese Majesty Stating on his arrival at 
Chaul he had made dispositions to attack Manji Angria who besieged 
it and had thought proper to offer him terms of peace, to which the 
situation of affairs and a desire of obeying his Excellency’s orders for 
repairing to Goa with the troops under his command had obliged um 
to condescend, He requests that conveyances be sent him from hence 
to Chaul, for the transport of some men designed for reinforcing 
Daman Debating on this last request, the Board is of opinion that 
our giving such a convoy as is desired up to Daman would alarm: the 
jealousy of our new neighbours, and afford fhem matter of complaint 
which ought by all means if possible to be avoided. Agreed therefore 
that a civil answer be returned, expressing that the occasions of this 
presidency for its vessels are such as that they cannot be spared on 
other service. But on the first expedition of a convoy to our trade 
up to Surat, they may embrace the benefit of it for the safe transport 
of their intended suecours to Daman.? 


Meanwhile dummg the rains care was taken to culttvate good relations © Mandyi Angria, 
with Ménéj. Angria. The 6th July 1739 the President acquaints the 1739, 
Board that im pursuance of the step resolved upon in Council of the 7th 
May last, of withdrawing our vessels from the mouth of Pen river, m the 
hopes of bringing on some overtures of a friendly accommodation with 
Manji Angria, and hkewise as set forth m our Consultation of the Ist 
May, by our release of a vessel directly bound to his port, Méndji 
Angiia had sent over deputies with authority to make proposals, and 
treat of terms of agreement. After several conferences had fully settled 
every point m dispute, and the terms were ready to be ratified on each 
ride, Mdndji’s deputies of a sudden unexpectedly flew away from all the’ 
articles they had agreed to, and without assigning any reason broke 
off the treaty abruptly and took their leave to return to thei master. 
For this unaccountable behaviour the President can assign no other 
motive than some underhand management of the Mardthds who might be 
jealous of any union that they thought would tend to oppose their 
apparent and avowed echeme of galting the whole domunion of this 
coast into their hands. And Ménéj1, although frequently warnede of 
the chain he is preparing for himself by an implicit obedience to them, 
haa hitherto openly abetted and assisted that growing power without 

*nmy care or security for his own interest and independence. 
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The 27th. July the President acquaints the Board of advice that 
Miéné@ji Angris has proceeded so far towards an open rupture as to 
seize and detain at Revani,(Revas) four boats with the people sent from 
shence to Négothna, where they were to receive an equivalont in batty 
for the same quantity as was taken out of a baiela freighted by the 
Chief and Factors at Surat on account of the Honourable Company, 
by the Maratha cruizers off Arnéla (aboyt ten miles north of Bassein) 
as may be seen in the Consultation of the 19th March 1789. That he 
insists as the four boats had not his leave or safe conduct: to pass that 
way, he will not deliver them up until his galivats and boate shall be 
returned him, which were in the action at Karanja taken and brought 
away by Captain James Inchbird. This he alleges although an article 
of the treaty provided that the Karanja boats should be returned to 
him, on his paying the sum of Rs, 7000, being a most moderate 
computation of the damages and demands of this Government since his 
last rupture. Upon the whole it is the opinion of this Board that there 
is no further trust or dependence to be ‘placed in one who haa given 
such repeated proofs of perfidy and disregard to all obligations and 
engagements. That this last step of his in the detention of our boata, 
whieh he effected not only without the least management or regard 
for us, but for the Maratha government, as the boats were bound 
thither on an express order of theirs, is an evident mark of his ill 
intentions. That for the present’ having no opportunity for any 
attempt to bring him to reason by forcible means, and to prevent the 
immediate inconveniences which might be expected from a total ruptare, 
such as stopping our communication with his rivers, which is yot left 
open to the small frading boata, we take no notice of this incident, as 
writing has been ever found ineffectual, and in the meantime keep a 
watchful eye over his motions, until occasion offers for seeking a proper 
satisfaction in this matter one way ot other.’ 

At the close of the rains (26th October) the President acquaints the 
Board that on receiving intelligence of a grab of Manéji Angria’s boing 
designed to push out of Koléba for Maskat, he had ordered out the 
.Victoria in the morning in hopes to intercept her, by way of reprisal 
for the several hostilities and robberies exercised on our subjects. Of 


e—=this action the Board approve.* ; 


On the Ist November the Bombay Government addressed Mr. Rigby 
Superintendent ef Marine: The President had on advice of a vessel of 
Manaji Angria’s being to sail out of Koldba, despatched the Victoria 
out in order to intercept her ; but on receipt of yours, directions were 
immediately given to recall and fit her instantly for proceeding down to 
join the eq im under your command, soreuble to your proposal,® 

Whe same evening (November Ist) part of Sambhaji Angria’s fleet 
were seen off Bombay by the Carolina and Prince of Wales stationed 
off the port, who immediately came in with the notice, The Council 


_ ordered the Princa of Wales, Carolina, and Neptune’s Prize to join the 
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Victoria and Rose galley, and accompany them down to Rdjdpur, 
making a staetch to the westward, m hopes of meetang with Angria’s 
vessels, On. the junction of the fleet at R&jépur, the Prince of Wales 
Carolina and Neptune's Prize bemg « sufficient strength im case of 
meeting the enemy were to return fo their stations off Bombay. 
Accoidingly they all sailed the mght of this day, the Rese bemg bound 
to Tellcherry. 


On the 6th November M4n4ji Angria hoisted his flag on the island of 
Elephanta about half a mile distance from Butcher’s Island, having 
taken possession of the same some days before, and fortafied it with a 
redoubt by the water-side and a small fort built on the highest hull of 
the two of which the island 1s constituted.* 


The 14th November 1739 the President lays before the Board a 
piece of advice received from good hands, importing that the Mardthds 
intended to attempt a descent at Mahim. For this purpose they were 
assembling about fifteen thousand foot near the hills of Gontara 
(Gumtara), Mauli (Mébuli), Karavi (Khaérbhao) and Tungér and mn 
another part of the country near Bacumallangah (Béva Malangad) 
ten thousand horse. When all was ready the foot were to pass one 
nght m_ galivats from the Serra Cortada to Sélsette and thence to 
the pagoda at Canarah (K4nheri) on Sélsette, and there encamp till the 
horse should jom them by lands They would then attempt to force a 
descent on Bombay in the manner they did at Thana, though it should 
be with the loss of ten or twelve thousand men. That Chimnd4ji was 
not m Poona, but was coming down to the seaside or the truth of 
all this the President says in will vouch no furtHer than that extra- 
ordinary preparations are certainly on foot, but it 1s uncertain whether 
they are directed against the remams of the: Portuguese possessions or 
against Bombay. At all events, till these peoples’ views or designs are 
known, we ought not to part with any of our strength or forces. He 
therefore proposes detaining the Europe ship and northern convoy one 
spring longer Some of the members moving for the recall of our southern 
fleet the President acquaints the Board, with recommendation of secrecy, 
that, Mr. Rigby had by an express boat wrote him a private letter with 
intimation that he proposed going down with the Rose galley as low a 
. Telhcherry, as he heard a part of Angria’s fleet was to the southward, 

and that there he should get mtelligence of the Dutch movements, this 

season, and whether they had any design on foot against Angria. In 
these circumstances as it was probable our orders might not reach him 
m time, 1t was necessary to detain the vessels before proposed. To this 
the Board accordingly agrees.® 

The 15th November 1739 the following disposition of our vessels 
was made to prevent any attempt or descent upon our island, *The 
Trial sloop, the Dolphin and twelve of the lesser galivats were ordered 
to eruize between Cross Island and Mauli point (M4hu] west of Trombay) 
and the Prince of Wales, Neptune's Prize, and Sallamander bomb 
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Chapter I. ketches were sent to he off the Breagh, and guard the coast thence to 
History. the méuth of Mahim nver. 


The 30th November 1739 the following further disposition of veavels 
was made for securing that island: The Robert galley and Adrentuye 
grab merchant vessels with the Neptune’s Prize were*stationed off the 
port and in the bays, and the Hmedia sloop was ordered up the river to 
strengthen the guard? 


Surender of The day previous (29th November 1739) the President comnmnicated 
en to the Board two letters from the Viceroy of Goa. On these the 


following resolution was passed After dehberation it appears to thus 
Board that the proposal therem made of the capitulations for the 
surrender of Chaul being left to our discretion and management, and 
the brass artillery to be appropriated to the payment of the Poitu- 
guese debt to our Honourable Masters might bave produced a very 
good effect, besides ensurmg so large a sum in the best. manner now 
attainable, had the Viceroy left it 1n our choice to treat with Bajiniv 
upon the cession of Chaul, a place which we know he long has had 
an eye upon, and which must sooner or later fall into his hands, 
since it 1s evident the Portuguese are now thoroughly disabused of 
the hope of any timely succour from Portugal. Further, Jus letter 
distinguishes in such a manner betwixt the Shahu Réja and Bajirdy as 
might on our undertaking to treat with Bajirév give the Viceroy a 
pretext hereafter to disavow our measures and Eaoaiats therein. We 
are sensible that as matters are circumstanced, treating with the Shuhu 
Raja directly would be ta no purpose, since Béjirdv’s power is so firmly 
established that sueh a step would give him a jealousy that we are 
amuing at subverting his interest. On the qther hand the tender to 
him of a place of such strength and importance will be the strongest 
proof of the reahty of our assurances that we have no ambition of 
extending our, possession, or placing gariisons in his country We hope 
this measure may produce a further confidence and good disposition in 
the Mardthis towards us or at the least leave them no pretence for mis- 
trust or complaint. It is true the annexing so strong a place to the 
Maréthas will greatly increase their power. Still it is better they should 
owe the obligation to us than to let it fall into the possession of Mandy 
“Angria with whom no measures can be taken, or of the Sidi who we 
know is not in a condition to defend it. Agreed that an express boat 
be inStantly despatched to the Viceroy with a letter from the Premdent, 
setting forth the necessity of treating with Bajriv or Chimndji for the 
surrender of Chaul and requesting an immediate reply engaging mean- 
while that the secret required in this affair will be duly kept. 

The 11th December 1739 the Bresident acquaints the Board that 
the express boat despatched to the Viceroy of Goa with a letter agreeable 
to our resolution in Council of the 29th ultimo is returned with an 
answer, wherem the disposal of Chaul is left to us without reserve. 
Agreed that we accept of this procuration and assignment of the brass 


} Bom. Gov, Consultation, 15th Nov 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 173$-89, 450-451. 
; Bom. Gov, Consultation, 30th Nov. 1739, Pub Diary 13 of 1738-39, 491. 


Bom, Gov, Consultation, 29th Nov, 1739, Pub, D: 12 of 1738-39, 480-401. 
Forrest’s Maratha Senes, I. Pt, I om . 1739, Pub, Diary , 


Materials.) 
AND ISLAND. 229 


aitillery and proceed on our first, scheme of tendering the fort to the 
Marathds and endeavomimeg to make a ment to them of this prefetence, 
since they will see it is erndently m our hgnds to keep 1¢ ouiselves or 
eheose a possessor for 1t. Meanwhile Captam Inchbird to be appomted 
to tieat with Bajigdv or Chymnaji, carrymg with him proper credentials 
and the following mstructions (13th December) from the President.! 
Ileewith you will receive translates of the Viceroy’s letters to me by 
which you will observe that the two forts of Chaul and Moro are left 
entnely to my disposal. These letters will hkewise serve you for your 
guidance mn the tieaty which I now trust to your conduct and management 
to cary on m regard to the delivery of these places to the Maratha govern- 
ment. You are as far as practicable to seewe the issue desired in these 
leticrs, At the same time you are to make with the Mardthds all the 
meiit you ean of the preference given to them over the Sidis Angnis or 
other possible possessors. You are likewise to remark to them that we 
cannot give a gieater proof of the smce1ity of our assurances of friendship 
than puttmg mto ther bands so strong an hold and so fine a sea-port, 
which must prove that we have no views of extending our dominions, 
or seeking to establish new fortresses m thew country since we volun- 
tarily and mamfestly part with so fair an occasion. As it 1s not un- 
hkely they may affect to undervalue this offer on the presumption that 
the place must sooner or later fall into their hands, you will natmally 
reply that in whatever hands those forts came, thew natural strength 
and advantageous situation would make them so great an accession to 
the power im possession, that 1t would cost any one else the expense of 
much blood and treasure to wrest them out of rt. ,All this, with the 
hazard of the event, is now plainly saved to them by this mediation of 
onrs, and our warrantmg the delivery of the fortifications to them, For 
this service we insist upon nothmg for oursefves but the confirmation 
and firm establishment of our treaty of fmendship and commerce, which 
1s hkewise an advantage to ther own state. I would have you then 
use your best endeavours to gain for the Portuguese the most advan- 
tageous capitulation you can according to the tenour of ther own pro- 
posals_ If the Mardthds will hearken to no terms of pacification, you must 
shill take notice that you are to conclude for the delivery of the forts on 
the best or any conditions you may obtain. The Sidis we know are note 
able to maintain possession of the forts, and to let Maéndji Angma seize 
them would only increase the power of a faithless treachcious piwate. 
Either such disposal would disobiige these moe powerful naghbours 
and give them an handle of complaint without any benefit to ourselves, 
since we are determined against maintainmg more country than we have 
at present. On the whole you have my full power to treat and ulti- 
mately conelude and ratify the treaty you shall transact with them in 
this matter, for as 16 will bear no delay or loss of time in wnting back- 
ward and forward,-you are to put the last hand to it without further 
order from hence. Adjust the means of delivery and return hither as 
soon as you have completed this affa. You herewith likewise reccivo 


my letters to Bajirév and Chimnéji, for the delivery of which you are 
to take care} 
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The 21st December 1789 the President acquaints the Board that the 
Marathds had seized and detained fourteen of our Koli boats carried away 
from the fishing stakes wjth eighty-four men of the number of those 
refuged on our island upon the Maratha invasion of Sdlsette, who had 
since voluntarily remained with us. Upon which as we are of opinion we 
have no means to seek satisfaction any other way, it is agreed that ihe 
President write Captain Inchbird to make a suitable remonstrance to 
Chimnéji for this open insult.! 

On the 26th March 1740 the Pyesident received intelligence that 
Sambh4ji Angra was making preparations of vessels and men with 
which it was reported that he designed to fall either upon Anjanvel 
Chaul or Kolaba, which last is esteemed the most probable. Whereupon 
the Board mnstantly wrote a letter to the Cluef and Factors at Smat by 
an express patamar advising them of the Boaid’s intention to detain the 
Neptune's Prize to strengthen the marme foree in Bombay and obstruct 
the enemy’s measures or designs against the coast: telling them not 
to depend on any remforcements of the northern convoy from Bombay 
being otherwise sufficiently- secure ; and especially recommending to 
them to secure the passage down of the Bombay timber boats as any 
disappointment in that article would be of very ill consequence.” 


Four days later (30th March) the President addressed the following 
letter to Commodore Thomas Langworth : The intelligence we have 
received of Sambh4ji Angria’s attempt to get Koldba into his hands, in 
person bringmg up a force which he has actually landed, has engaged us 
1m order to defeat his designs to send what vessels we had in port manned 
and equipped under the direction and command of Captain James Inchbud. 
This is therefore to require you immediately to repair with the Prunes 
of Wales and Trial sloop to the assistance and reinforcement of the 
expedition before Koldba, proceeding to the command of the vessels 
employed therein according to your station, withall strenuously recom- 
mending to and enjoining you to consult and concert all measures with 
Captain Inchbird whose experience and knowledge of these people, 
their port, and other essentials, aré of absolute necessity for the conduct 
end success of this expedition. We do not doubt of your co-operating 
with him for the common good and prosperity of the service and he 
will communicate to you our instructions for your perusal and guid- 
ance. By the best mtelligence we can get the enemy has fifty-eight 
galivats and two grabs, his number of troops uncertain, though we 
suppose he has brought up with him the choice of his men on this enter- 
prize. To oppose whom we have sent what force we had in port witha 
bombardize ‘and all necessaries. You are therefore to join and do your 
utmost with the whole force under ‘you, to annoy offend and destroy 
theenemy and their vessels, using your best skill and art to come at 
them so &s to burn sink or endamage them as much as possible. As 
Captain Inchbird is charged with the negotiations of all concerns with 
the country governments, you are to wait his notifying to you that the 
matters committed to him admit of your coming away peed proceeding 
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hither, in which you are to conform yourself to Captain Inchbird’s 
intumation and the necessity of the service.) ; 


Ou the same day the Piesident went m person on board the vessels 
desngned fm the expedition to Koldba, as well to hasten the piepaiations 
as tu animate tle people and see that every thmg was in order to 
proceed early the next morning. 


Later on the same day thes President acquaints the Boaid that this 
meeting 1s extraordinamly summoned to consider of the most eflicacious 
measures to be taken ux the present conjuncture, having yester evenmg 
received ceitain advice that Sambhéji Angria was actually come up im 
person to the northwaid with two guabs and fifty-aght galivats which 
served for the transpo.t of his men whulst another body of his troops 
marched overland thiough the skirts of the Sidi’s countiy who 1t seems 
allowed them fiee passage. Sambhéj. Anguia was himself landed at 
Kolaba with ns forces with Irttle or no opposition, all the forts and 
strong places being surrendered to him m consequence of the private 
intelhgence he had managed with Mdnaji’s officers. Only Kolaiba itself 
and one small out-fort depending on it, still held out for Maindéji: But 
that Sambhaji having raised battemes agamst the place 1b was much to 
be feared that fiom the treachery of the besieged and ther melination to 
Sambhdji the place would soon fall mto hs power if Méandji’s hands 
wele not unmediately strengthened by succours from hence or fiom 
the Mardthas. The Piesident had thereupon without loss of time pro- 
visionally wiote Mdénéji an encouagmg letter to give him hopes of 
relief fiom hence, since which he had received one ina very humble strain 
fiom Mandy acknowledging his past misconduct and praying immediate 
euccouis, And as our marie force is almost entuely out of port on 
other service, he had instantly at all events prepaied the loans of the 
merchaot vessels m poit to be equipped out of hand on any expedition 
this Boaid may resolve upon on this occasion.’ 


Consideration bemg had of Sambh4ji’s present attempt, the Board aie 
of opmion that the success of 1t would be attended with very ill conse- 
quences to Bombay in proportion to the great merease of power men 
1venues and vessels which would enable him to be so much a mort 
mischievous neighbour than Ménéjr (allowing them melinataons to piracy, 
and robbery to a equal) ; that 1 would oblige the Honourable Company 
to increase their marine force (the expense of which 1s already intolerable) 
to secure in any measure the navigation of the coast or even our harbour 
itself from insults as well as provide for the other mdispensable occasions 
of this Presidency, It is agreed therefore that all possible means be 
used towaids frustrating the success of Sambh4ji’s expedition,* 


The 2nd‘Apmil the President acqtaints the Board that he has certain 
advice that Sambhéji Angria’s coming up to Kolaba was in conceit 
with some of Ménd4ji’s own officers, that he had accordingly got posses- 
sion of the fortress of Ahbég where he had established his head- 
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quarters, ‘and wou!d have infallibly got Kol&ba im his hands at the first 
insulf had not our fleet despatched out of port the 31st ultimo (March) 
appeared in that ertical jyncture off Kolaba and revived the spirits of 
Mandjr’s party.’ 
The 3rd April arrived in Bombay harbour frone Koldba three of 
Mé4n4jv’s galivats in quest of water for supplymg the Koléba garrison, 
whom received advices from the flee} that Sambhdji’s two giabs on 
sight of our vessels had made off to the southward ; and his galivats 
were hauled up a creek under cover of his guns where the water was 
too shoal to admit of our vessels getting at them, That M4naji expressed 
great joy at the coming of our succours; and Captain Inchhird finding 
there could be nothmg effectual done for him unless sendmg him a 
mortar ashore with a gunner and a few of the people, had complied 
with his desire and that sundry shells had been thrown into the enemy’s 
fort and batteries with good success.? 


The 5th April the President lays before the Board letters received 
from Captain Inchbird, written m the hurry incident to his present 
situation and purporting that he had been obliged to supply Mandji 
Angna with a mortar and that the bombardize (Mr. Joseph Smith) and 
the gunner’s mate (Mr. Waters) ‘were both on shore to assixt 10 the 
management of their artillery. Commodore Langworth, with the 
division under his command, had on the 8rd mstant (April) joined 
the fleet before Koldéba. That he was ill provided with certain 
intelligence of the Mardthds’ designs, and whether they proposed to 
assist Méndji or not, of which he wanted the speediest advice for his 
better guidance. That he had sent trusty people ashore 1o inspect the 
store of powder im his magazines, which appeared to be more than what 
one Malhérji had told him, who was it seems disaffected to Mindji’s 
cause ; that Manji was, however, in want of many necessaries and 
money especially of which he had none ; that Sambhaji had undoubtedly 
a strong party for him withm Koléba, who would open the gales to hua 
were it not for fear of Mandji; that m the danger the place then was, 
it would be highly expedient to send a body of our sepoys to thiow 
into it, and especially to help garmson a small out-fort called Sarga 
Truse (Sarja Buruj) a post of the utmost importance to the preserva- 
“tion of Koldba itself.’ 

The same day, 5th April, the Bombay Government reply : The aeces- 
sioh of Koldba to Sambhéj1 Angma, a faithless and declared enemy, would 
we think be attended with such ill consequences to theysland that 
we are entitely for preventing this dangerous revolution. Sinco you 
write that a few men might be of service to defend the place, we now 
send you two hundred sepoys with thei officers, with what stores and 
ammunition you write may be wantmg; the disposition of all which 
together with the terms of their security, we leave entirely to you ; and 
as you may want a small sum of money for proper expenses we send you 
a supply of Rs. 1000. 


As to the fort of Sarga Truse (Sarja Buruj) the importance of which 
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you represent so strongly, we should not be against ror throwing such  (hapter L 
men into it as may maintain it against the enemy, but we are afyaid of History: 
hazarding either Mr. Smith, Mr. Waters, ‘or indeed any Europeans 
even within Mandji’s power. Though if you’think the place is so tenable 
and of such essential necessity to preserve with so small a garrison, you 
may take your méasures at discretion for fortaying it with what people 
ae can spare, getting from Mandji such security or hostages for the 
_ Freedom of their persons as you shall think necessary. 

Next day, 6th April, received certain information that the Maréthig Advance of 
had got together some forces with which they proposed, seizing for them- eta 
selves Karanja and Elephanta at present in M&néji’s possession. 

Chimn4ji himself with Bajirdv’s son is marching with a body of men by 
“land against Sambhaji Angria, who is encamped against Koléba ; so that 
Mandji must be every way straightened.* 

The same day the Prince of Wales galley came in from the fleet for 
water and provisions, and returned the same evening. No news, only 
the firing continues briskly on both sides. 


_ Next morning (7th April) descried from the fort a number of vessels Mardthas 
belonging to the Mardthds, standing from Sélsette towards Karanja oe 
where they landed their men, and took possession of the fort with ‘ 
ees no resistance, so that they are now in possession of that whole 
isiand, « 

The same Consultation continues: Captain Inchbird in » letter of Mardthés’ 
the 6th Apmil sent per boat writes to the President that the Mardthés Perino 
under Chininéji’s command are coming down on the, back of Sambhéji © ““ a740, « 
who will be infallibly destroyed if he stands the consequences, as, his 
power and forcea are so much inferior, At the same time, he adds, 
741s much to be feared that Chimn4ji being-so-near Chaul with his artny 

“may think it a fair occasign to seize it immediately without waiting 
the delays and issues of a negotiation ; and the place is ina defenceless 
condition for want of men and money. Ménaji Angria having received 
@ reinforcement from Karanja declined admitting into Koldba our 
sepoys sent for that purpose, sa that Captain Inchbird is in doubt 
whether it will be best to send thenr back’ or keep them. The Mardthie 
have already taken a frontier place called PAli (in Bhor State, six miles — 
south-east of Nagothna) on their way to Ablbég, where Sambhdji is” 
encamped and pretends to fortify.® P : 

Next day (8th April) the President received a letter from a com- Marithéstake 
manding officer of the Mardth‘s notifying his having taken possession ae sie) 
of Karanja, and intending to do the like instantly by Elephanta. In ° 
‘copformity to which, he forthwith sent a few men who seized that island, 

-findmg* ga resistance from M4néjr's people, and set about demolishing 
9 fort Mand4}i had built on ona of the hulls. id 
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The same ‘Consultation continues : Received advice from Koléba that 
the Maratha army was actually atvived before the place, and the 
vanguard had a skirmish with Sambhdéji Angria’s people 1m which the 
Mardthis had greatly th8 advantage. Sambhdji Angria findmg his 
retreat in danger of being cut off both by sea and land has recourse to 
making overtures of peace to Man4ji Angria, who finding the Maidth‘s 
under colour of assisting him had already sewed Kaianja and Elephanta 
to their own use, and were besides masters of some out-forts that 
commanded a great part of his country, is now afraid of losing all, and 
is the readier to hearken to his brother’s proposals, and forget in their 
present common distress the quarrel that is between them, Accord- 
ingly seyeral of their relations and Bréhmans keep open an intercourse 
betwixt the camp and Koldba, and a tieaty is set on foot, wherein 1t 
is proposed that Sambh4ji Angria shall have frank passage from the 
fort of Koldba, and M4n4ji Angria will conmive at and favour his 
return, but not admit him into the fort where he dare not trust hmm,! 


The arrangements for the transfer of Chaul to the Mardth4s contin- 
ued toreceive attention, The 21st April 1740 the Board read the follow- 
ing letter from the President to Captain James Inchbird: After many 
delays and demurs the Viceray has at length nominated and delegated 
his power to Don Francisco Baron de Gallenfells for the conduct and 
conelusion of the Chaul treaty, who being now arrived will proveed 
directly to Chimnéj: in order to set this negotiation on foot. In 
pursuance of my engagement I now constitute and appoint you to 
proceed in company with the said Baron de Gallenfells to Chimndji, 
with whom he is to treat and conclude. You are to act on my part 
in the office of mediator, using your best endeavours to bring matters 
to the best accommodation, At the same time to avoid any future 
meonveniences or reflections you are strictly to take notice that you 
are éngaged no farther than sucha friendly office requires, without 
warranting vr becoming surety on either side. Any engayement of 
that sort on our part might expose us to many ill consequences and 
after-reckonings, Simple mediation and attesting of transactions is 
all T would have you be concerned in, As you are already acquainted 
with the Mardthas’ demands and the Viceroy’s answer, it is needless to 
say more in the way of instruction than that you do your best to level 
and Temove the difficulties and objections on either side. You will 
occasionally have to impress on the Mardthds that in this aflaw we give 
the greatest proof of the reality of our professions and views, wluch 
evidently aim at nothing more than a peaceable good understanding 
with the country powers in order to carry on our trade and eomuucree. 
The protection of our trade is all that arms us or makes us desirous 
even of holding Bombay, without® extending our dominion or gaining 
forts or settlements that might give them a jealousy, smce they cannot 
but confess that we had a fair opportunity of getting Chaul for our- 
selves, had not those maxims we profess been against it.* 

The 16th May 1740 the President lays before the Board » lelter 
received from Captain James Inchbird acquainting the Board that, hy 
a ee ee See 
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Captain Inchbnd’s report and other concurrent advices, the Mardthds 
aie so jealous of Sambhaji’s power, and so many hostalities have already 
passed between them that they are bent upon reducing him and will in 
all probability attack bum as soon as a proper season will allow, Chimndji 
bavig at presen® retreated with his forces up-country to secure his 
fannly interest and suecession on Bajwav’s death. The Mardéthds have 
hkewise been very pressing to gain a declaration of our intention in case of 
then attacking Sambhéji Angra whether we will assist them with our 
fleet or not. The President therefore desires to know the opmion and 
resolution of this Board m such case, that on application from the 
Maidtha government, he may be furnished with a proper answer, 
On this, afte: consideration, the Board are unanimously of opinion that 
m our present situation and state of war with Sambhdji Angita and the 
hittle prospect thexe is of bringmg him to any reasonable terms of peace, 
we cannot do better than embrace the Mardtha party, and, so far as 
our forces will permit us, assist them in any expedition against 
Sambhiji, especially smee no new charge would be meurred, as mdepen- 
dently of this alhance the same force would be employed against this 
enemy. We are sensible that such a discreet use may be made of ths 
assistance, as at the same time to oblige these neighbours and humble or 
weaken a resolute bold enemy. Meantime we may benefit by their 
enomty, It 3s certam we should, have many ill consequences to dread 
fiom their umon, and no good ones from our refusal to act in concert 
with the Matdthés against Angna, Agreed therefore that in case of 
the Mardthds pressmg us to jom them agamst Sambhéji, a favourable 
answer be given by the President to their proposals, containing an 
assurance of a 1gasonable concurrence with them, as far as our situation 
and aftaurs will permit us, 

The 18th July 1740 the President acquainting the Board that 
Chimniji has applied to him very pressmely for his speeding the con- 
clusion of the affair of Chaul, and that ‘he proposes despatching Captam 
Inchbird up-country to him in company with Baron ge Gallenfells to 
put the last hand to that negotiation on the plan and footing contained 
in his instructions of the 21st April last, the Board entirely approves» 
As it will be necessary to advance some money for defraying the 
chaiges of this expedition 1t is agreed that whereas there is no-other‘ 
piovision made by the Portuguese State, and that we are too far em- 
barked m the mediation of this affair to rid our hands of it, without 
aftording the Maréthés a handle of complamt; that the same as far 
as absolutcly requisite be advanced by us as a loan to the Portuguese 
State on the Viceroy’s engagement to see the [Honourable Company 
repaid, It,is to be hoped this will be the last call upon us, and as the 
Honourable Company’s mterest requires this additional trust, we 
presume they will not disapprove.? 


The 16th September 1740 the President acquaints the Board that 
Captain Inchbird is now returned from the Mardtha country in com- 
pany with the Portuguese deputy, bringing the following report: 
As the Mardthds and Portuguese are unwillmg to trust each other the 
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only expedient they could agree upon was for us in # neutral quality 
and 4s mediators to take provisionally possession. of, the forts af 
Chaul and Moro, with .condition -to deliver them to the. Mardtha 
power as soon as certain -advices shall arrive of their having agreeable 
‘to articles entnely evacuated the Goa territories of Sélsette and 
Bardes. Captain Inchbird, without engaging further than to represent 
this matter. to the Government here, has now -left it open ; for us 
erther to accept of this deposit or reject.it. It is now redommended to 
the Board for ther deliberation which is the best part to pursue, Debat- 
ing thereon it is observed that many ill’ consequences may arise fiom 
our taking such a step as receiving immediately the charge of that 
place in respect especially to- the Portuguese, whose government may 


; poe ‘be changed by’ this time and we shall run a rik of their 


isavowing our procedure, and perhaps impute the blame of it to us, 
On the other hand, should we refuse to act in their behalf they would 


, then reproach us with inconsistence with our promise to assist them it 


quality of mediators, and of indifference to their preseryation.” Alt 
sides of the question bemg duly weighed, it is the opinion of the uard 
that the best expedient to gain time, and secure the fullest authonty 
for our intervention will be for the President to write the Viceroy to 
send him,a fall power, nay anda request to take charge of these forts, 
he supplying us with all the incident expenses. The letter to be can- 
ceived in the plainest and most managed terms for.our security. | 


The 4th August 1740, the President thinks it necessary to acqnaint 
the Board ‘hat fe has certain intelligence that Sambh4ji Angria is prepar- 
ing and inereasing.his sea force for some enterprise and that it, bchoves 
to take under serious’ consideration the state’ of our marnie, 
and whether as it 1s it will he sufficient to watch the enemy’s motivns 
and answer all the exigencies and occasions the service will require after 
the opening of the season, until the azrival of the Commodore ship, 
Concerning Which he is advised by Captam Freeman and others that from 
the seventy of the season at Home and the great difficulty there is to 
ptocure men for their ship the Hongurable Company will hardly be ible 
go get theirs for thie side. out in time to reach this place before Decem- 
ber next (1740), and desires Captain Freeman (who attends without) 
may De called in and examined as'to his opinion and the grounds 
for it. Captain Freeman being accordingly called m and interrogated, 
confirms the above declaration and withdraws. ‘ ieee 
The President then sums up the number of vessels to be anyways 
depended upon, These are the Rose galley, Prince of Wales, Nepiune’s 


-Proze, the new grab, the Salamander bomb ketch, the Trial and London 


sloops with the galivats. .He proposea the question to the Board, 
whether or not this force is sufficient without the Commodore ship 
both to watch the enemy’s motions (whose increase of power and designs 
have been already noted) and to protect the trade m, convoy to the north- 
ward and southward, The Board all agree that our present force is 
not sufficient, Mr. Geekie excepted, who gives his opmion that’ it is. 
The President then proposes ‘that since the Montague’s domurrage 
en pee eee 


? 3 
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will not commence till the 17th November next (1740), she may be Chapter I. 
kept 1n remforcement of our marine till the Commodore ship or’ somo History. 
other arnves us te relieve her, which ean be of no ill consequence or 

méreased expense to the Honourable Company. And for the present 

she may be oidead up to Surat, thence to bring down coffee and picce- 

goods for this Presidency, as with proper management she may be 

down tine enough for apy gervice she may be wanted for. Thus is 

agreed to,! 


The 8th October 1740 this letter to the President was received  Shéu Rijaon 
from a messenger sent by Shéhu Réja: God preserve you m your a aa 
Government of Bombay. - After assurmg you of my fricndship, I am : 
to mform you that on a disunion between the valiant Mandj. Angra 
and Sambhiy, I was induced, on a knowledge had of the former’s ment, 
to preserve him in the possession of Koldéba, who acquamts me of the 
assistance and favours you have bestowed on hm, and with which I 
am extiemely pleased. On the first, advice given me of Sambhéj’s late 
attempt against the other, I despatched my secretary Jivdji Khanderdv, 
but on bis arnval the said Sambhdji retared thence being struck with 
fear. Mandjiis my faithful servant and therefore shall not want my 
protection, whether against Sambh4ji or any other that may presume 
to molest him; and as you are his neighbour I hope you will continue 
to favour him on all occasions. Your sendmg me frequent letters will 
be always pleasmg to me.? ‘ 

The Piesident answers to the Sh4hu Raja, styled Mabdrdja or the ‘The Prosident 
great king, who values the honour of carrying the Umbrella, 9th Octo- © Tee ras, 
ber 1740: Fiom the hands of your messenger I was honoured with . 
your letter and vestment ; and beg your majesty will be assured of my 
just sense of this ‘token of your favour, As we are situated so near 
your donunions, in order to conduct our commerce with all possible 
justice, I thuught 1 necessary on my arrival to despatch a gentleman to 
your piesence for paying my respects, who did on his return hither duly 
relate the wvilities your majesty showed him, and 1 hope we shall 
expericneoss contmuance of the same. Sambhaji Angria persisting to 

_ disturb our navigation, as well as of others trading in these seas, we have 
been compelled to maintain a considerable force for protecting us against, 
his atteinpts, ever being disposed on our parts to concert tefms of 
frendship with him ; but his well known perfidy has hitherto prevented 
@ conclusion we so-much desire. When I arrived here, we had many 
of his people prisoners to whom liberty was granted with marks of 
courtesy exercised to them. Yet notwithstandmg this, he now detains 
with severe treatment three Englishmen taken last year in a small 
grab. But as your majesty is his sovereign, and are pleased to honour 
us with your favour, I hope through your goodness to see their release 

‘effected, which will lay us under a high obligation. It gives us great 
pleasure that your majesty approves of the aid we bestowed on Ménéiji 
Angria for preserving his fortresses against the attacks of Sambhaji; 
And we shall readily contmue our friendship to Mdndji provided he‘ 


1 Bor, Gov. Consultation, 4th Aug. 1740, Pub, Diary 18 of 1789-40, 306-307. 
3 Pabhe Diary 13 of 1739-40, 359-360, wt eae 


Chapter 1. 
History. 


Maratha 
Seizure of 
Bombay Boats, 
1740. 


Chaul and 

Moro held 

in deposit, 
1740, 


[Historica] 
238 BOMBAY TOWN 


will duly exercise the means towards rendering his country beneficial 
to his dwn people and others, by observing a sinet justico, which we we 
assuied will prove much more advantageous to lim than crmzing on 
the fair traders, as he has hitherto done. N.B.—According to the 
custom of ihe country a note was put im the packet bag containing the 
above letter to the following purport: The English Government beys 
the Serene Mahdréja will accept of a statue of a cow and calf; also a 
clock with chimes and several moving figures.’ 2 


The 10th October 1740 the President acquaints the Board with the 
arrival of a person from the Shéhu Raja (as noted in the Diary under 
the 5th mstant) who brought a present of a sirpdy together with a 
letter from him, translate whereof is read, and whereto an answer had 
been prepared which 1s approved.” 


The 27th October 1740 the President informs the Board that. the 
Mar4thds have lately seized four boats belonging to thig wland and 
actually furnished with our pass and colours; that he had mate apph- 
cation to the commanding officer at Arn4la where they had been eared, 
but had hitherto met with evasive answers and pretexts to elude the 
claim. Even though the release of these boats should be effected, the: 
Marathés’ action showed how little them observance of treaties w to be 
depended upon. Some time since he had sent the Mardthas the iniprestion 
of a seal affixed to the passes so that they must have known the boat- 
men belonged to Bombay. That the whole Maratha proceedings show 
a proneness to dispense with all engagements when not immediutely 
subservient to they inclinations. As we have it not in our power to 
oppose them by force, it is indispensably necessary to proceed with the 
utmost caution, and as far’as possible prevent the evil designs which 
sooner or later they may attempt to put more effectually in execution, 
The Board, duly considering this representation, and that frequent 
captures of trading boats will strike a terror and dis-spint in the 
merchants, ihe securing of whom calls for some regard, agree that 
a part of the marine force be constantly stationed on convoy betwéen 
this port and Surat, With this object we direct the superintendent of 
the marme on their return to prepare the vessels now employed to the 

~northyard to proceed back on that service} 


The difficulties in the way of the peaceable transfer of Chaul and 
Moro from the Portuguese to the Mardth4s again occupy a leading 
place m the Consultations. The 14th October 1740 the President 
acquaints the Board he had called this meeting +o communicate a letter 
received yesterday from the Viceroy of Goa with an authentic instru- 
ment enclosed, expressing his full 4nd clear declaration and request of 
our feceiving the deposit of Chaul and Moro, under the terms meserbed 
in the treaty concluded between the Mardthds and their commissary (a4 
mentioned in Consultation the 16th September last) his acceptance and 
ratification of which he has now returned, he President remarks that 
the Portuguese inabihty to supply the expense unavoidable on the occasion 
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of the delivery of Chaul, which by a moderate computation raust amount 
to Rs. 8000, gives him the utmost concern. That mdeed he should 
have been averse to entering into the present measure but from a con- 
vietion of the benefit that may acerue to the Portuguese which depends 
on the preservation of those fortresses until the proper time for the 
cession. He assumes the Board he has disbursed out of his own private 
fortune between exght and ten thousand rupees for that purpose. And 
urges as it 3s our national poliey to assist the Portuguese and since on 
the sssue of this negotiation rests thar future quiet in India, the 1¢- 
payment of the incidental charge whereof will be secured by the most 
vahd writing from the Viceroy so as to avail at the Court of Portugal, 
he is willing to hope our Honourable Masters will not disapprove of 
our adyancmg the sum requisite for this service. Especially as, should 
the affar fal of bemg brought to the desired end, the result may 
subject us to many ill-consequences both from the Marathas as well as 
the Portuguese. In this opinion the Board concurs and agrees, 


A state of the military 1s then laid on the table, in order to appoint 
a garrison for the security of the Chaul fortifications, for which two 
hundred of our military with proper officeis together with the Portu- 
guese now there are esteemed sufficient As it is uncertain how this 
proposition may be treated by those in possession, who may shaw a 
chsinchnation to vacate the place, it behoves us to proceed with great 
cireumspection. Therefore the President proposes instantly despatching 
Captain Inchbird to acquaint the Commandant Don Francisco Baron 
de Gallenfells of the Resolution received from the Viceroy, and to be 
particulaily informed by him (whose veracity we may rely on from 
his general good character) of the present disposition of the people, 
and whether they are willng to (give charge of the forts) Of all this 
Captain Inchbird is to forward immediate notice, we delaying further 
movement until its receipt. This precaution being judged highly 
necessary 18 approved and the following instructions for Captain Inch- 
bird are prepared :! ' 


As when you-were at Poona the Maréthds would not finish the long 
debated treaty with the Portuguese unless we absolutely assumed the 
charge of Chaul and Moro as a deposit until the fortress of Cocolem 
(Cancolim) and the village of Ansolna (Assolna in Goa Sdlsctte) should 
be vacated and restored to the Viceroy, we, on a willingness to assist 
Ins nation, did represent this matter to him at the same éime 
assuning him of our readiness to comply with the part desired, 
provided he would furmsh us with a proper instrument in wniting 
requestiny our so doing. This being come we are now preparing 
some people 10 proceed on the service, but our numbers being small and 
having many services to employ them on, we are obliged to act with 
caution, lest unsurmountable difficulties might be thrown in our Way. 
You are, therefore, to embark on the bomb ketch and repair to Chaul, 
where you are to deliver the Viceroy’s letter now given you as well as 
another from the President to Don Franciseo Baron de Gallonfells 
the Commandant, and explicitly know from him whether the soldicrs 
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and ‘people flow in charge of the garrison will without hesitation consent 
to our assuming the* deposit, of the’ place, and also-assiet willingly in 
Hts security until the proper notice comes from Goa, that the Maraihds 
having performed their ‘parts we may surrender the fortrugses sa 
deposited with us unto the order of Balaji Bajirdy agreeable to the 
articles stipulated and now in your possession! : 


The 5th November 1740 read the following letter from Captain 
James Inchbird to the President, dated Chaul 4th November 1740: 
Don Francisco discovers such a mahgnant spirit in the Padrea, 
that he is apprehensive they are combining in some ill designs, and is 
afraid if not prevented they will put the city in flames. Sure, such 
unheajd-of ‘Villains and inconsiderate men are hardly to be met 
with.- I tell Don Francisco the consequences of such actions may be 
highly resented. And, as the Mardthis may not easily forgive 
such proceedings, they may probably return measure for measure ; aud 
what we are doing for the relief of the miserable state of the Por- 
tuguese may prove fatal, and involve us in a labyrinth of trouble. 
This, and the mearts to prevent it, I pressed him timely fo consider, 
Don Francisco says the only way is without los¢ of time to draw off 
the Portuguese garrison and to keep all preparations secret, till the 
arrival of the vessels, when he will have all his men in readiners 
immediately to embark. When the Portuguese garrison embaiks he 
advises me to place guards in all the convents and oblige the Padres 
to withdraw and prevent further mischief. He hints to me that Chaul 
may be in as bad a situation as Moro was, For he reasonably ap- 
prehends evil results from the malignant spirit of the Padres. I can 
plainly see the Don’s whole garrison look on themselves as little better 
than prisoners. As they have been long here starving and without 
pay, they are afraid the? shall be forced hence to Goa or some other 
place with their families to end their lives in misery, This I believe 
at the hazard of their lives they would prevent. I urged the danger 
of delays, and that it would be proper he should write your Honour. 
To this he agreed and forwarded the accompanying letter. Should 
your Honour think it advisable to withdraw the Portuguese garrison, 


‘Don,Francisco will want fifteen or sixteen shibars, Each of the thir- 


teen companies must have one for them and their families. The others 
Don'Franciseo will want for himself and the Captain of the place, 
Exglusive of the Portuguese the present garrison is three handred of 
our troops, of whom I propose one hundred for Moro and two hundred 
for Chaul. At the same time, as it has already proved in the case of 
the Sidi, the main security from foreign attempts toust be our 
dependence upon the Maréth4s, This confidence in them is great, but 
it cannot be avoided, At the foot of the Moro hill isa body of four 
huhdred Mardtha sepoys and in a fort adjoining the limits of Chaul ie 
another body of two Scared and fifty. If any attempts should Le 
made against Chaul, we must permit he Mardthdés to remain in and 
defend the limits, “This is all that we shall expect from them. 
Should the Moro be attacked, we shall be obliged to admit the 
Mardthds to defend the lower towers, as our own people will be unable 
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to do more than defend the upper, and main place. We “daily expect 
the arrival of the body of men that Chimnséji is to send to the’ camp 


of Saint John. I have written to 


Captain Walker, but humbly submit 


the whole to your Honour’s consideration! 


The accompanying letter from the Baron de Gallenfells, dated Chaul 
4th November 1740, was m the following terms: I am to inform 
you that yesterday on burning the principal altar belonging to the 
Dertinient Convent, where Captain Inchbird and I are quartered, the 
lire seized the roof, and had presently consumed the whole, if the 
necessary assistance had been delayed. This accident (though unde- 
‘signed) greatly alarmed the officér appointed by Chimn4ji Appa to 
take an account of the artillery and ammunitions..... to be delivered. 
As Iam apprehensive what in this ease happened by ill fortune may 
arise in another convent through malice, lam with all earnestness to 
request that yon will please to transport: my people with all expedition 
to Bombay and so prevent the many fatal consequences that may 


attend the state by the least delay. 


The three hundred men you have 


sent hither will be sufficient for its security at this time,‘as there is 
no room to expect that Sambhéji, Manji Angria, or the Sidis will 
make any attempts. For the transport of my people I shall want 
fifteen boats, which I beg- may be hastened for the reasons above 
recited, and so overcome this dilliculty as you have done several others 


which were much greater,’ 
At the same Consultation after 


debate agreed : The only expedient 


to prevent further ill consequences is the ummediate removal of. the 


Portuguese garrison to Bombay. 


may incling to evil designs, they are not’ ,to be permitted to land in, 


As so many impoverished people 


Bombay with warbke arms; and are to be quartered at the habitations 
designed for the weavers, with a proper body of our sepoys patrolling 
their quarters. To the unavoidable expense until they can he again sent 
away, we must submit. That the Meptune’s Prize be directed to 
proceed to Chaul to strengthen the place against any,attempt, , Her 
detachment and crew with the sloops now there will be a considerable 


reinforcement. As we are uncertain whether the Neptune’s Piize can‘ 


safely be earried into the Chaul iver, we leave the issue of orders to 


Captain Inchbird.* 


On the 14th November 1740 the President wrote to the Viceroy of 
Goa: On the 17th and the 31st of October I had the honour to 
address you, copies whereof are now transmitted." Tam truly con- 
ecrned at so great a delay in recciving the expected advice forour quitting 


the fortresses of Chaul and Moro 


. Our continued keeping of these 


fortresses is unsupportable exposing us not only to heavy expense, 
but. to the absence of a considerable part of our forces and of.the wlfole 
cf our fleet, At the same time we are so excluded from any dependence 


on your people that all of them 


are withdrawn hither, It must be 


+ Clear to your Excellency that in mere zéal for your service we assumed 
_ the holding of those places, always supposing that in’ten or at most 


heen 
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in fifteen days we might resign them, As in this we are unhappily 
disappbinted, this boat is L. tened express to convince yon it will be 
mnpossible for us to eontinug longer in Chaul than one month in all, If 
through any’ default in the-Mardthds the treaty you have made with 
them cannot be instantly ratified we beseech you ous your own 
forces to repossess Chaul and Moro, otherwise their abandoning will te 
unavoidable, For your Excellency will nowise desie that we risk the 
eoncerns of our Employers by persistinfr in holding Chaul. I am 
moreover obliged to represent to you that according to the Company’s 
standing rules we cannot employ their money otherwice than for their 
own immediate and actual service; and although for assisting your 
state we have in some cases deviated from those so positive orders, yct 
your Excellency will not desire we should increase our guill and 
endanger our own proper fortunes which may probably be rendered 
hable to satisfy all loans so advanced without their permission, 
therefore entreat your Excellency to provide for the support of your 
troops withdrawn from Chaul, and restore with all possible speed those 
sums we have issued for your service. “I should not be thus pressing 
with your Excellency were the matter less important. After effecting 
the business he went for, Sambhéji Angria is returned from Sdtdra. 
Tlis success at Sdtdra and the fact he is preparing to send his flet this 
way, increases our uneasiness. 


Three weeks later (2nd December 1740) a Consultation contains 
the following entry: Received a letter from Captain James Inchbird 
with advice that the Mardthds had given assarances their people should 
be down and receive possession of Chaul by Thursday. We therefore 
desires five shibars may be sent for conveying our people away, and 
a large boat for the baggage and remains of ammunition, To this 
a reply was instantly given expressing our satisfaction on the hke- 
hhoood of getting clear of that troublesome trust: and the beats 
required wer8 accordingly ordered.’ : 

Aweek later,(9th December) a Consultation records the successful 
issue of this troublesome trust: Captain Inchbird returned from 
Chaul with all our people, having delivered that place to the persons 
appointed by the Maréthés, to the entire satisfaction of Loth parties. 


Th fafety of Henery or Underi and the recovery of the Sidi’s ouf- 
starlings are once more prominent in the 1741 letters. A Consulta~ 
tion of the 28th February 1741 records: Certain it is this charge for 
defending Underi is productive of no advantage or utility to our 
Honourable Masters and only tends to increase the Sidi’s debt. As 
1ecalling our people must be first al a to the governing Sidi and 
the withdrawing the cannon may possibly give some handle of disgust 
whith from the mtelligence we have of a large body of the Moghal’s 
forces being on their march against the Mardthi#s and even advanced 
near these parts, we cannot think if would be pradent te move therem 
at this juncture, though we shall watch a proper. opportunity for 
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efecting itin future.’ Regardipg this same subject tho 8rd Apnil 
3741 the President proposes, co soon as a vessel can be spared, to send 
Captain Samuel Walker to discuss this, matter with the Sidis at 
Rijpun and bing it about upon amieable terms. This the Board® 
approval? . 

The 29th April 1741 The Honourable Mr, Stephen Law, Governor 
and President, addressed Captain Walker: Though you have already 
instructions from myself and Cquncil under the 28th instant touching 
your present deputation to the Sidis, yet I shall remark some necessarv 
points, Asit is proper you should carry a present to the head Sidi and SHi 
Sambal his second, the subsequent things are provided to be given as 
vou think most suftable ; two presents of fine cold chints, value Rs. 90, 
two chests of 1osewater, two fuzzees (fusees) value Rs. 50. What little 
gratuities may be necessary for the servants about the Sidis, you will 
bectow im the manner you esteem most consistent which must he left 
to your discretion, The charge of defending Underi, including pay and 
provisions to our men now there, amounts to nearest Rs, 1900 annual, 
which matter your instructions point out to you. I think should the Sidis 
not consent to our withdrawmg our guns, yet you should prevail on 
them to our having the granadoes and such like articles that are not proper 
to remain in their hands. By our present calculation the Sidi’s debt to 
the Company, which includes the value of the stores at Underi, amounts 
to neaest Re, 40,000. In case they do agree te our possessing said 
stores, wluch we chall take at the value they were rated, then a consi- 
derable sum will be deducted. Forthe 1emainder they must be pressed 
to give us an assignment on the éarkia of Surat which is hinted to you 
im the instructions, There has been a rumour that the Sidis and 
Sambhaji have lately come to a good undérstanding with an intent to 
execute certain projects against Mandji Angria, the Marathds, or ug 
You must therefore endeavour to get at the reality of what has passec 
as it may be of service to us to know, Should the Sidis stat the 
subject of our appearing as mediators between the, Portuguese and 
Mardthas in the cession of Chaul,as you know this was a point we 
could. not withdraw “from, without totally leaving the Portuguese 
remaining: possessions to the extremest hazard, your own judgment will 
suggest the needful reply} ~ . 
- The above instructions given by the President to Captain Walker are 
read to the Board and meet with their approval.4 


The ith May 1741 Captain S, Walker writes in reply: I acquainted 
the Sidi with your Honour’s orders to this garrison and the several 
posts round Bombay not to suffer any armed sepoys commg from the 
neighbouring powers to land upon this island ; that, however well assured 
your Honour was of thew friendship to this place, you could” not 
exempt their people from being subject to this order, which could not be 
done without the other neighbouring powers taking exception, He said 
he had received a letter some months age from your Honour acquaint- 
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Chapter I. my tum with the order and regulation you had issued to be ceived 
History. in futare, with your reasons therefor. THe said he was very glad that 
Ate your Honour had made such yegulations and that he was well acquainted 
prin with the situation of Bombay, That it was a place of trade whee many 


people 1esuit under the denomination of merchatts from all parts of the 
eonjinent ; and that it behoves the government of this placo strictly tu 
obeerve im future the regulation your Honour had made, and that for 
his part he was co far from taking 1t aufiss that he was glad of at as at 
tended to the security of his friends.! * 


The 15th May on his return f1om his deputation to the Silia Caytain 
Samuel Walker delivers a 1eport of his transactions which is read, 
On this the President informs the Board that in discourse with Coptam 
Walker, learning the Sidis had consented to return certain stores from 
Undeu, as also the withdrawing our people, he immediately gave ordur 
and appowted a vessel to convey them hither? The final-ecttluaent 
of the Sidi’s outstandings was for eome time delayed!* At last in 
Maich 1743 the Court of Directors wiite; The Sidi’a debt teing at 
length likely to be cleaed is pleasing to us. The’ many delays obsta- 
cles and difficulties that constanly attend rceovering money from the 
country powers mnust warn you against making Joans to them un any 
pretence whatever ® ; 


P ieatdr ne The Mardthés in Sdlsette, who as noted above in October 1740 
eal. _ carried off certain Bombay fishing boats, were not long before they 
agai gave trouble: Ata Consultation of the 12th June 1741 the 
President reminds the members of the frequent intimations he. has 
given of Mardtha insolence, Their conduct gave him great uneasiness. 
Constant attention and even on some occasions the disbursing . of 
small syms, had hitherto: kept things tolerably quiet. Lately they 
had gone so far as to inte:fere in the process of the Bombay Courts of 
Justice though the cause of action aroce on the spot and the parties 
were inhabitants of the island, On this occasion Konddji Mankar, 
commanding on,Sdleette, appointed a person to discuss the question in 
dispute, When discussion was refused Kond4ji’s agent passed over to 
Mdhim with a body of armed attendants. In afdition to this Kondiji 
threatened to send orders for seizing all boats and effects belonging to 
“our swbjects at Kalydn. Submission toso gioss an imposition will bring 
on us great discredit and in the end will prove an introduetion to the 
Mafath4s’ still greater demands and insults. In this case it appeared 
most cligble through Captain Inchbird to expostulate with Kond (ji- 
and endeavour to make him hearken to reason. If this fails and 
redress cannot otherwise be obtained, appheation to Poona will be 
unavoidable, In this opinion the Board are unanimous.! 


SettL nent A Consultation a fortnight later (28th Zune 1741) approves the 
a inka following letter of instructions to Captain Inchbird ;+ Konddji Ménkar 
1741. : 
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the Mardtha vovernor of Sdlsette, having as you well know treated us 
lately ina very unkind manner, myself aud Council have thourht it 
converuent that you do proceed to him for expostulating on the same 
and endeavou to prevail on him that he may in consequence of the 
artides of friendship with the late Chimnaji Appa behave to us m a way 
eongsitent with the amicable te:ms we have ever been eaeful to main- 
tain on our part and which we mean to observe in future. Some time 
since one Shankarbhat Brdébtuan, inhabitant of this island, having a 
dispute with Gammabai (Gangibai?) widow, also resident here, relating 
to cettain lands situate on this place, the cause came to a heating befogg 
the Mayor’s Court On a full discussion and exammation the matter 
terminated in favour of ShankaiLhat pursuant to the rules observed by the 
caste of Brahmans, who, we understand, were consulted on the occasion ; 
Gaugibéi not being satisfied made complaint to Kondéji Ménkar the 
governor of Thana. When Shankarbhat went that way on his proper 
lus‘ness he was detained and after near two months corgpelled to assign 
the said Gang4bii one-half of the lands in dispute, On this Kondaji 
Méukar wrote me a short intimation that Shankar bhat from a know- 
ledge of the other’s right and moved by conscientious motives had given 
the same to Gangdbéa voluntarily, desiring that she might accordingly 
enjoy it and be exempt from any trouble or molestation for havmg 
sppled to him As this matter so evidently tended to deprive us of the 
authority we ought to maintain over our people, I evaded sending a 
positive reply intending that you should discourse with him personally 
how nhjust, not to say insolent, it was m the Maratha government to 
assume the cognizance of what in no sense comes under their jurisdic- 
tion, and that we never will or can consent fo alfow them any such 
power. If Shankarbhatavas of himself disposed to part with his own 
right, we should not intexfere. .. 


Again, lately, on some Europeans deserting, we made application to 
Kondaji Maénkar who was at last so kind as to permit their return. 
For that end by my order you did send over an officer and four sepoys 
to conduct back the deserters. But under pretencé that the ‘said 
otliccr’s father owned money toa Mardtha, he was arrested, detaine 
several days, and in the end was not suffered to leave till he had paid 
Ks. 25." This was surely a most absolute act in arresting our officers 
when on application made here we should readily have compelled him, as 
‘Wwe have done others, to satisfy-any just debt, provided the party-had 

, wherewith to that end. You must therefore endeavour to convince 
Mankar and others in authority that such incivilities are a manifest 
breach of the friendship we are desirous of cementing with them. 


Again, we are frequently trouble regarding the cession of slaves 
even although they may have been in captivity here for many years, 
and the ascertaining the right is so difficult that we are sadly incom- 
moded by such demands. Seeing our agreement comprehending the 
delivery of slaves is but of two years’ standing its enforcement should 
be limited to such slaves as may have come here since that time. Yet 
in this in order to gratify the Mardthds we have made great advances 
paying money for slaves long since in dispute, merely because we would. 
nob appear slack in doing all that is possible for pleasing them. On the 
other band we are unable to get any slaves that haye lately fled from 
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hence, as they are wenetally sereened, by the petty or superior ofinse, 
and iA cases of debt even im the most obvious cases we hardly ever 
obtain any rele. e : 


In consequence of our solicitation the Marathis have long sinee con- 
scented that no people come over hither with arms as 4 different conduct 
might be prejudicial to our reat from the numbers that resort not 
only from the Mardtha country but also from Maniji Anguia, the 
Sidis, Cutch, Scindy, Cambay, Gogha, Surat, Persia, and elewhue, In 
spite of this it happened lately that on Mankar’s Parbhu Jeing 
prevented repwring hither with many armed men, Mankar so highly 
resented this as to threaten the stoppage of all our effects in Kalyan 
and other parts. I must say this was a notable piece of arrogancy and 
hope when you come to lay this case.before Minkar he will be brought 
to consider he had no reason to be provoked. Thongh‘we cannot with- 
draw the eantions we exercise stil] if after previous notiee, on auy 
occasion he 1s intlined to send over a person of sveight with three or 
four armed men, we shall readily acquiesce. 


Though I have represented the foregoing chief points you are well 
yware of many others wherein we are ill treated. You must strive to 
convince them we are determined to maintain all our engayrements, and if 
Ménkar and others near us will not manifest the same desire on their 
part, wa shall be under a necessity of remonstrating all their injuries 
to Poona for obtaining a due redress, not at all doubting but we muy 
prevail there as we have hitherto prevailed in matters of the like Tiature. 
Our island is evidently advantageous to their country, our trado bene- 
fiting the Maréthd4s more than it Lenefits the Company. All impedi- 
ments and obstructions to oyr trade must prejudice fhemsclyes—a fact 
so plain as to require no argument, Custom has fixed the necessity 
of making some presents on visiting these people. You may therefore 
carry with ypu a silver rosewater bottle, some flasks of rosewater, and 
a little' fruit to be given to Kondéji Mdnkar, governor of Silsctte, and 
the same for Gapgddhar Pant who commands in Thana Fort, If you 
think anything clse more acceptable and it does npt cost much, I leave it 
to you to do therein as you shall approve. I presume you will hold it 
convenient to retain your presents until you see what temper they are 

"in and how far they are disposed to regard our complaints, 1 wish 
you success in this deputation. a 

The 27th June 1741 Captain Inchbird forwards the following 
account of his negotiations, with Kondd4ji Ménkar: We had a long 
discourse in segard to slaves and matters of debt arising between the 
Mar4th4s and our people. J remonstrated how impracticable it would 
be for either them or us to decide matters begun long before the 
Mariith4s acquired the Poitugueso dominidns. At last this was 
admitted and promises were given that it should be considerad a rule 
of conduct, . ‘ 


As regards the question of retinue they were very pressing for us 
to allow that such officers belonging to them as may have occasion to 
come to Bombay on business should be permitted the attendance of ten 
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sepoys. After my representing the inconvenience thercof'as the same 
would Le expected by Mdndji Angria the Sidis and others, they were 
contented that such officers should have po more than five armed 
sepoys. 

~ When I set forth that while we are ready to gratify them in every 
thing within our power, the slaves which run hence are not to be got 
and in other respeets we aie, unkindly treated, they desired that all 
which is passed may be forgot, and undertook that no further cause of 
complaint shall arise.! 


The 10th July 1741 Captain James Inchbird returning some days 
since from his deputation to Kondéji Mankar delivered the President 
a narrative of his proceedings, by which it appears, notwithstanding all 
that was urged, the Mardthis could not be brought to acquiesce im 
the order forbidding their officers passing to this island with an armed 
attendance. It was therefore necessary to-allow an officer to come with 
five sepoys and the usual arms. This had accordingly been mutually 
stipulated. Ordered that the same be signified to the eustom-masters 
of Bombay and Mahim for their guidance, and that it extend also to 
the Sidi and other neighbouring powers who undoubtedly will expect to 
be mdulged in the hke mark of distinction? : 


Two months later (8th September 1741) the President observes 
that the Mardthds are in the habit of opening all letters coming to 
Bombay. This and other suspicious actions had its rise in jealousy con- 
ceived'&om some misrepresentations of the plan we should pursue if the 
expected Portugnese armament came this way. As our Honourable 
Masters have in their last commands approved the treaty entered into 
with the Mardthds and. recommended the cultivation of their friendship, 
he had seriously considered whether it may not be highly expedient by 
@ proper agent to represent the exact neutrality we design to preserve 
and the uprightness of our intentions. The Board being fully con- 
vinced of the justness of the’ proposal and Captain Inchbird being 
esteemed the most proper person to conduct such a>deputation, the 
follgwing instructions are ordered to be prepared.$ 


On the same day 8th September 1741 the President writes a letter 
to Captain Inchbird, in which he says: The President has received: 
certain notice that the recent Maidtha practice of opening all our 
letters proceeded from their jealousies of our joining the Portuguese 
against them. This has its rise from letters from-the Commanding 
Officer at Pundem (Panjim) near Goa wherein it is expressly said. that 
our Honourable ‘Masters had sent positive orders for us to join the 
Portuguese. That this has rendered the Mardthds extremely suspicious 
of us and may produce some ill effect Bhould we omit to use all the means 
in our power for removifig their distrust. This is therefore to direct 
you, with all convenient speed, to repair to Thdéna and there in our 
name to assure the commanding officers that by the last shipping the 
Honourable Company have approved the agrecment made between us 


’ Pablic Diary 14 of 1740-41, 252 - 254. ° 
* Bom. Gov. Consultation, 10th July 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 247, 
3 Bom, Goy. Consultation, 8th Sept. 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 346. 
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ChapterI. and the late Chimnéji Appa, and that we shall strictly ar inviolably 
=< ; ; 

History. observe the same on our parts in every hd ede Should the Portuguese 
make any attempts against them (of which intention we are at present 
totally ignorant) time will discover the reality of our profon-iond 
After performing the above at Thina you must proceed to Basseui and’ 
make the very same declaration to the commander there and as he and 
the others have some confidence in you, we believe you will be atle to 
convince them of our upright meaning} * ‘ 


Homptatinn During 1741 efforts were made to establish friendly relations with 
wine 4#  Sambhéji Angria, The 18th October (1741) the President received 
1741, this letter from Sambhaji: I have seen your letter. Observing the 
contents and what has been sigmfied te me by your messenger Amadji 
Kotha, a war has long been maintained between us, and it is my Aesite 
that a peace be estabhshed for the public welfare. I ought to hive 
sent capable and intelhgent, people to you, bus, as yours is so, I have 
told him what 1s necessary, J£ you are willing to adjust a peace, 
write me so by the persons I now send. Afterwards I shall appoint 
others versed in things to proceed to you, and then on your sending 
able men with your pealed. agreement, each of us must observe the 
same You desire the release of the people I have in prison which is 
of small importance; on your sending men hither, the prisoners st 
proceed with them. [am willing to be in friendship with you, and, 
if God pleases, this will be effected I leave Amadji Kortia fo rilate 
every thing, I wait for your answer and desire your affection’ 


Stricter On the 28th January 1742 the President observes to the Board that 
user considering the ‘situation of this island with respect to the several 
Ys ; P : 

1742 neighbouring governments the various and large numbers of people 
whe continually resort hither either on trade or otherwise fatou 
cause of anxicty: Further even as regards those properly esteemed 
inhabitants we are not sufficiently acquainted either with their character 
or their trustiness: Bearing in mind that it is the undoubled and 
fundamental maxim of all states to enforce such cautionary mea-ures 
as may be best caleulated for the prevention of any designs whether 
attempted from open force or sceret treachery, be is induced to propose 

, the following points for the consideration of the board as tenling to 
greater safety and security. That as the Bazdr Gate, where i a 
continual concourse of people either to or from the town, has at preseat 
ouly’a few privates on duty under a serjeant’s command, be appreliends 
it would be better, both in point of security as well as discipline, that 
an ensign be, stationed in that post with two serjeants two corpurals 
and thirty private men, and that a proper apartment be provided for the 
accommodation of the officer. Further that for shutting the town 
gates hours should he fixed namely for the Apollo and Church Gates at 
sunset and for the Bazdr Gate within half an hour after sunsct. That 
a large bell be placed over the Bazdr Gate to be rong about a quarter 
of an hour after sunset and to continue ringing a quarter of an hour when 
all the inhabitants living within the town are to repair home artd those 
living without are to go out before the bell has done ringing, and that 
the signal may be still better heard the For$ and Church tell to ring 
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at the same time. That, as at present cach gate has not*a bell, until 
hells are provided a drum may begin beating at the time mentioned and 
coutinue a quarter of an hour. ‘That such servants aa live without the 
fort and are employed by gentlemen in the fort may have leave to go 
out by the Bazar Gate aft or postern at any time till 94. That no 
housekeeper on any pretence presume to entertain any strangers after 
the hour fixed without previous leave being given by the President or 
in his absence by his second.* As number of boats and vessels con- 
stantly le in Moody’s Bay, that the people belonging to such vessels or 
boats do repair on board every evening before the gates are shut, 
except, with due permission, such ndkhudds or others from foreign 
parts as may be confided in. In order to have an exact account of all 
inhabitants on this island Mr, Robert Rawdon and Captain Thomas 
Stoneham to be appointed to take a list of all housekeepers living 
within the walls ; to examine into their characters, how long they have 
been inhabitants, what is their family, what arms or ammunition they 
may have, and also at the same time to enforce the prohibition of furnishing 
any offensive weapons or ammunition of war as ordered in Consultation 
of October 1740. That after the above list is perfected all of whose 

. fidehty we are not thoroughly satisfied, be eaiaqelicd to live without the 
walls on a reasonable recompense being made for removal. And that 
with the assistance of the vereadores and other proper persons, Messrs. 
Charles Crommelin and George Sadlier do proceed on the like examina- 
{ion with respect to those living in the districts of Mahim, Sion, Warli, 
Parely and other parts of the island distant from the town, and Mr, 
William Davis and Mr. Edward Say with respect to those districts which 
be nearer as Dongri, Gregao (Girgaon), Malabér Hill, and Apollo which 
are esteemed in the district of Bombay.! The space between the bandéif 
and the marine yard, a large area in which Bre several open passages 
to the water side as well as back doors belonging to private houses which 
may afford opportunities to people to get off the island and sometimes 
clandestinely to bring goods ashore, he proposes all be shut, except the 
marine house and the old bandar. That the old bandar is to 'be shut 
precisely at 10 every night and that except by that passage after sunset 
no person be suffered to pass or repass without license, That with 
the view of rendering the streets more regular and uniform persong 
living within the town be required to state the nature of the* houses 
they propose to erect, and that leave to build be refused until the 
applicant’s character be ascertained, and that work be not allowed to 
begin till the engineer has lined out such house in a regular manner 
for bringing the streets into order. For this service the said engineer 
to be allowed if a tiled house Rs. 5, if a cajan house belonging to any 
in the Company’s service nothing, if to any one else Re. 1. It 
would also be highly proper to reserve vacant spaces within the swalls 
for accommodating families of Europeans, topasses, sepoys, and the 
better sort of Christians, the gunroom lascars carpenters smiths 
sawyers and other handicrafts, as well asthe most trusty of the Bhan- 
d4ris which on occasion may have to be brought within the fortification 
for its defence. 


1 The lists or reports’ showing the result of the enquiries by these specially 
appoiated officers are not available, 
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The Board being well convinced how little faith can, be. had on 
our neighbours the Mar&th4s, and fhat the’ security of the, place must 
in a great measure depend on a constant guard and gieat circumepece 
tion, accord their “unailimous approval to the above proposals, 
Directed the proposed rules be ag soon as possible put into execution 
and a publication be immediately issued notifying the same to the in- 
habitants.! Four days later (Febraaty Ist) issued the above publica- 
tion by beat of drum and affixed the same at the usual public places.?. _ 


A Consultation of the next day (February 2nd) records: Several 
merchants attendmg and being admitted, they represent many incon- 
veniences that will follow the denying lodging to strangers within the 
town. The chief inconvenience will be denying such a license ‘to ‘the 
Vanjérds or heads: of caravans, for whom hitherto the brokers and 
merchants with whom they deal have provided proper lodging within 
the town. These Vanjarés are inhabitants of the Ghat country, 
who in the fair season resdri hither bringing considerable sume of 
money with which they purchase large quantities of goods, and then 
return up-country. ‘The number at any time upon the island is very 
uncertain as they are occasionally long delayed waiting the arrival of 
shipping. As the trade carried on by these Vanjdras is beneficial to 
the island, we should be loath to give them any disgust, We therefore 
resolve that any -Vanjdrds who come directly to the house of. any 
merchant or broker may be permitted to remain provided the person to 
whose house they resort make a report thereof immediately. to tha 
Governor and be auswerable for their behaviour during their ecntinu- 
ance on the island, To this the merchants readily acquiescing are 
ordered to withdraw.5 


At a Consultation the, 12th February 1742, a list of the several 
inhabitants living within the town taken by Messrs, Rawdon and 
Stoneham is laid upon the table. On this list the Board proceed to pasa 
the following” notice and orders: That it will be highly necessary to 
abstract the said list distinguishing the several castes and separating the 
old inhabitants from the new who have come since the commencement of 
the Sidis and Portuguese troubles. That to accommodate within the 
town such of the new comers as may* desire it, Messrs. Edward Owen 
Robert, Rawdon and Thomas Stoneham, with the assistance of, the 
engineer, be appointed ta allot vacant places, suitable to the: abilities of 
everyone inclined to build, And that they examine into the characters of 
all with the town and order those whose fidelity cannot, be trusted 
to withdraw from the town, choosing others of good repute to take 
their places, ‘To provide the necessary sites the Moody and others who 
have vacant ground must either themselves build on it or resign the 
same,recovering a reasonable ground rent from the occupiers to be fixed 
by the forenamed gentlemen. At the same time a particular regard is to 
be had that the main streets have the best houses and that any houses 
of very small value now standmg on the main streets are removed for a 
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reasonable consideration to be paid by those wanting té erect good 
houses in their place, So far as may be without detriment 40 the 
public every sect or caste should be suffered to remain where it is most 
agreeable to them. Again in consequence of the recent Resolution en- 
forcing the complete clearance of 300 yards round the town wall several 
houses within that line must be demolished or removed. Directed that 
Messrs. W. Sedgwicke Richard Saunders and George Scott be appointed 
aCommittee to consider and determine how and where to accommodate 
those evicted, having a regard that Moors and the several sects of 
Gentus may dwell where it is most easy and agreeable to them in their 
respeetive qualities. In case there shall not be ground of the 
Comp uny’s to receive them, that they prevail on the fazinddrs or other 
landholders to receive all they can without great mconvenience. As the 
rites of certain miserable habitations of bucket-makers, of the Phards or 
sweeper caste at Dongri are likely to be useful to the trading Moors, 
the same may be appropriated for this purpose, proper satisfaction being 
given the bueket-makers for their compulsory removing. Ordered that 
the Secretary signify to the respective persons these our Resolutions 
and at the same time recommend the several points to their attention 
as conclusive to the general good of the place. 


The 18th March 1742 the President aequaints the Board that having 
lately been to see the several houses erected by the inhabitants who 
have been obliged to remove their former houses for clearing round the 
town wall, he finds that to accommodate some it will be necessary to 
appiopriate the spot now kept for the Company’s garden. It is 
farther thought a part of some private oarts will be required as well 
for the benefit of the people as to make the building uniform and 
regular. The Board agree and note that a proper place for a gardef’ 
should hereafter be fixed.? ; 


At a Consultation the 3rd August 1742, apparently in consequence of 
the Directors’ strictures on excessive expenditure connected with the 
fortifications, the President notices the following items are still un- 
expended : Counterscarp wall from the Bazér Gate to the Church Gate, 
Rs, 17,350; -Bridge at the Church Gate, Rs. 1560; Wall along 
Moody Bay, Rs, 29,716 ; To removing 167 houses, Rs. 36,052, On this 
the President puts the question—Shall the whole be finished ; if pot the 
whole, what part? To this the Board answer that as the ditch is now 
so far advaneed the counterscarp must be finished, otherwise the tarth 
will be continually falling in and filling the ditch, and that the work 
be pressed. on so soon as the water in the ditch is sufficiently low, As 
regards the Moody Bay as the place is open and laces escent from 
boats the wall seems a necessity. . The members wiltthemselves view 
the place that they may the better judge whether any alteration can 
be made in the present design so as to answer the intent and at the 
same time lessen the cost. With regard to the houses not yet removed 
without the town walls, the Board agree they shall remain as at 
present until Mr. Wake’s arrival, the President adding he esteems 
their removal most important and not to be delayed for the reasons 
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Chapterl. stated when’ it was determined to remove both houses and trees. The 
History. President further remarke that towards the end of the dry season the 
xe water in the town wells often fails, And as there isa large tank 

Edda ate near the foot barracks and fronting the fort, it would seem to him 

1742, +~+proper to have the same closed in by a small wajl to exclude cattle 
and keep the water sweet and clean. The expense he apprchents 
will not be considerable. Directed that the land paymaster prepare a 
calculate of the expense and Jay the samt before us.! : 


At a Consultation of the 27th August the Board vonsiler the 

estimate of Rs. 432 for a wall from the pay office to the tank house. 

After debate the Board apprehend the wall is unnecessary as ihe 

sentinel who is constantly on duty at the pay office may he ordered 

to suffer no persons or cattle to come to the tank on that side, but 

direct them to go to the usual place. Directed that the first mentioned 

| work (the counterscarp) be set about and completed as soon as possible.*® 


IPsplanade At a Consultation the 3rd December 1742 the President desires 
Clearing, the Board will determine whether the remaining 187 houses valued at 
* 1782, Rs. 36,052 within 300 yards of the town wall ought to be removed, 
On this it is agreed that as the answer of our Honourable Masters 
may be expected by the first ship froma England, no resolution need 
be passed especially as no immediate necessity for the work is appre- 
hended.3 = 
In this connection in a letter dated the 18th March 1743 the Court 
writes: We observe with satisfaction a stop was put.on receipt of 
our orders by the Somerset to the removing any more houses. Accord- 
ing to a minute 6f Consultation upon our present Governor ‘Mr. 
Wake’s arrival, there is no pecessity for it, though the late President 
urged the clearing as strenuously as if our all upon the island depended 
onit, As regards the Moody Bay wall they were glad to learn it would 
be completed, for Rs. 5000 instead of the original Res. 29,000 and 
withal more commodiously. This they describe asa pleasing speci- 
men of our President’s attachment to our true interest, the saving 
our money; an instance from which we: persuade ourselves that thé 
reduction of our charges will be effected talceren prudently can. «+ 


Musalmin . The 24th February 1744 a Consultation notes that Mr. Thomas 
de Marslf coming this morning from Mahim, informed the President that 
last night a Mardtha officer came from Sélsette demanding some women 
which were in the Sidi’s galivats who sailed in company with the 
Restoration. The other gentlemen of Council being in the Fork in 
ordef to atterd the President to the Town Hall for holding a Quarter 
Sessions, the following letter was immediately prepared and communi- 
cated to them and being approved the President signed and sent it 
away: Being informed that the Mardthds are greatly disgusted with 
the Sidis for having seized and forced to turn Muhammadans, cerbain 
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your convoy, this being a religious affair in which we have nothing to 
du, you gre to advise the people of the said galivats, ta take the best 
care of themselves they-can, for that your grders are not to interfere 
in such religious matters. In case the people of the Mardtha vessels 
demaud the women of you or attack the Sidi’s galivats, you are not to 
give the Sidis any assistance or: protection. Give the lke orders to 
Captain Lyell. 

A letter from the Directors dated 11th March 1742 contains the 
follawing entry: The Mardth4s we observe with pleasure continue 
good neighbours. We would have you cherish their friendship by all 
proper means ; thus a beneficial commerce for us and the whole island 
in general may be carried on. No umbrage must be given by siding 
with the Portuguese against them, upon any pretence whatsoever, but 
an exact neutral state must: be maintained.? 

A second letter of the 13th March 1743 records to the same effect: 


We take notice with satisfaction that you contmue on good terms with. 


the Mardthds upon Sdlsette, there bemg no manner of complaints in 
the advices before us of their conduct. We persuade ourselves that by 
a prudent management and behaviour, they will be very good neighbours 
and forthe welfare of the island we would haye you cultivate a lasting 
friendship with them being at the same time duly upon your guard 
against all treachery and deceit.$ 

Of the Portuguese the same letter notes: We expect by your 
renewed solicitations the Portuguese at Goa have before now honour- 
ably discharged their debt. The relief afforded them im the times of 
their great distress .should be a strong motive to,them to pay what 
they owe without further delay* =. 


i 


‘ Union of Companies (1708) to French War (1744). 


oy SECTION II-—GENERAL, 1708-1 44. 
- The following- are the main general and trade yeferences in the 
records for the period between the Union of the Companies bind the 
French War, that is between 1708 and 1744. : 


In a letter to the Bishop of London dated 5th October 1715, the : 


Reverend Mr. Cobbe, to whose energy Bombay owes its Cathedral, 
gives the following description of the Town and Island at the begipning 
of this period : 

The island is about eight miles long and twenty in*circumference. 
It is much healthier than heretofore, or than is usually reported ; partly 
perhaps owing to the prohibiting the Buckshaw (Baushe)* or smaller fish, 


‘ § Publie Diary 17 of 1744, 70-71. hd 
# Conrt to Bombay 11th March 1742 para, 56, Pub. Dept, Court’a L, Vol 3 of 1742 

1731; and Comp. of Standing Ord, Vol. I of 1715-1721, 131. . 

; 3 Court toBombsy 13th Maz, 1743 para 56, Pub. Dept. Court’a L. Vol 3 of 1742-1751,39. 
4 Court £o Bombay 13th Mar. 1743 para. 58, Pab Dept. Court’s L. Vol 3 of 1742-1751,39. 
*Colonel Yule (Hobson-Jobson, 89) under the word Buckshaw gives the Konkani 

Bouse little tish of all kinds, He donbts whether Loussa is the correct form and also 

whether it is correctly 4 | pee more than one and of fish. Enquiry in Bombay 
and in Karw4r support the correctness of Col. Yule’s authority. The word is baushe 

‘or buushem a Konkan term for iry still in use in Goa and, Kénara (Dr. G. Da Cunha ; 

Ng, J. Davidson, 1.C.S.). 4 
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Chapter I. with which they used to dung their ground-and trees; partly to thé 
Ristéry- stopputg repair of several sea-breaches, through which a third part of thd 
island was formerly overfigwed. The soil is poor and bairen, » sandy 
rock, yielding little besides rice cocoanuts and a few greens. Stoll 
the neighbouring coasts plentifally supply us with a variety of 
provisions, Syrah (Shirdz) wine, our chief liquor, we have from 
Persia, very strong and wholesome, but not so well tasted ; arrack from 
Goa or Batavia; and extraordinary good wheat from Surat, with which 
we make the best bread in all India, We have thre good forts here and 
one strong built and well fortified castle. Including the Envlish, the 
inhabitants are reckoned about 16,000, They are of different languaves 
and religions. The Moors and Gentus have their mosques and pagodas, 
The Portuguese, several, I think five, churches supplied with Padies and 
Clencos from Goa; the English have only oa private chapel for ther 
public deyotion. Here are indeed the remains of a sparious Church. 
formerly intended but never Brought to perfection, the rwus of which 
ave to this day a standing monument and byeword of reproach to us 
aniong the heathen. This reproach we hope in a htte time to wipe off, 
having already gotten considerable large contributions from the 
neighbouring factories, as well as this e, in order to rebuild it. 
Generally speaking the inhabitants of this place are a people wholly 
given to idolatry and superstition, ignorant.and poor They consist 
chiefly of Moors Gentus Portuguese and Cooley Christians somo 
converts which the Portuguese have made by marrying into their families, 
the better to ingratiate themselves with the natives.’ 


Government As regards the Government of Bombay, Aislabie, with whose rule 

of Bouay, the title of General ceased, left India in 1715, and after a brief 

; . inter-regnum during whieh’ Stephen Strutt the Deputy Governor 
discharged the duties of the executive, was succeeded by Charles Boone, 
usually styled either President or ‘Governor; who again in 1720 
was succeeded ‘by William Phipps. The Governor’s salary was £300 
a year; the Deputy Governor who was also Accountant, received £100, 
and Lawrence Parker, who succecded Strutt in the office, received 
another hundred pounds as Chief Justice. The third in Council had: 
£70; the fourth and fifth £50 each; the sixth seventh and cighth, cach 
#40, Thencame the Minister, as he was called, whose salary was £50," 
and as usual another £50, a gratuity, if found deserving. A’ physician 
and teo surgeons received £36 each. Altogether in 1720 there were j 
46 covenanted servants in Bombay — Military officers not being then 
included under that head—-whose salaries were paid half-yearly, and: 
amounted to £786 14s, 9d. or Rs. 6293 annas 3 pies 7 exchange being at 
the rate of 2s, 6d. to the rupee. here was also a monthly charge of 
Rs. 2620 made on these gentlemen’s account for dict and ‘vther ' 
allowances, and. horses were provided for them at the Company’s charge. 
A separate account too was kept for extraordinary disbursements, under 
which head came the Steward’s bill of Rs. 1170, for festivities on New ' 
Year's and Christmas Days. There were no restrictions on private ‘ 
trade, so that Civil and Military Officers were openly engaged in large ' 
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¥ Cobbe’s Letter to the Lerd Bishop of London, Sth October 1715, in his account of 
Bombay Church (1766), 21-22, a - a ar, 
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mercantile speculations with the. Company’s sanction, as may be seen in 
the extant ledgers, called the Latty Customs or Records. Occasiondlly the 
Government remunerated their servants for,special services, as when in 
this year (1720) they recovered Rs. 9,05,000 by the payment of debts 
long due to the Fgctory at Surat, they ordered with great hberality 
that five per cent should be presented to the Governor and two per 
ecnt be divided: amongst the other Members of Council. Governor 
Boone’s share is entered in thé books as Rs. 43,255, and each Member 
of Council obtained Rs, 2876, prizes which they richly deserved for the 
adjustment of the Company’s’ claims was éntirely the result of their 
spirited efforts.t . 


The domestic concerns of the Presidency were for the most part of 
an ordinary and prosaie character. The Governor’s ordinary duties 
were in the main those of a merchant; he not unfrequently might be 
seen chaffering like a very petty tradesmag. A cursory glance at the 
archives would satisfy any inquirer that the heads of Govérnment were 
engrossed with trade rather than with polities. If they were occasionally 
compelled to discuss questions of administration or of war and peace 
these were but digressions, and they soon reverted to the business o 
the warehouse. The duty of His Honour the President was to make 
himself acquainted with the state, variations, and prospects of the 
markets, to cheapen calicoes, criticise investments of pepper and haggle 
in lus Council Chamber with natives for the disposal of a European 
cargo. He and his correspondents used a surprising jargon of terms, 
most of which, since English drove Indian fabrics out of the market, 

“have become obsolete. They wrote a great deal about ‘dutties,’ 
‘lungees,’ ‘tapseils” ‘guinea-stuffs,? ‘scarlet drabs,’ ‘ porpetts,, 
‘Lrawls, ‘chelloes,? small or large ‘flecganees, and ‘ chints’ o: 
sorts. His Honour of Bombay, when writing to His Worship of Surat, 
would wish to know ‘ what was doing in large Broach, blue Brodera, 
and Cambay cottons;’ he had received a supply of cldves nutmegs 
and mace, with ‘a very choice assortment of sword blades ;? he ,would 
be glad to hear that the gentlemen of the Factory* could purchase 
plenty of cotton-yarn, and he took that opportunity of enclosing an, 
invoice of ‘ flowered cloth? which had been forwarded as.an experiment 
to see whether such an article would be in'demand ; he lamented that 
their supply of elephants’ teeth had fallen short that year; found fault 
with the way in which the chelloes had been ‘ calendered and papered ;’ 
he and’ the Honourable Members of Council, having measured three 
pieces ont of each hale of the neccanees, had decided that they were far 
too coarse, and had not found a piece which was not defi¢itnt in length 
and breadth; they were now on the Jook-out for a supply of ‘chints’s, 
including ‘ coloured and white grounds,’ with so many ‘pairs green 
grounds small running: work,’ and a few ‘with large nosegays and 
bunches of flowers, or ‘small dittoes and stripes” Then after having 
despatched these important advices, the Honourable the President and 
Council would perhaps, like any respectable auctioneer of the present 


time, give notice that they would hold a public outcry, when a large - 
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Chapter I. variety of goods would be offered for, competition ; or that there would 

Hiatory- be ‘a fale by candle! the conditions of which were that tha articles 
would be disposed of fog ready money to the highest bidder who 
must remove them at his own risk. Such acentury or a century aud 
ahalf ago were the official despatches and the gccupations of an 
Indian Governor and Council? 


Encouragement The Court of Directors under date the, 24th Maich 1710 order that 
1710-1714. special care be taken that all who pay the dutics and deal fairly, Le 
encouraged to trade; that none be suffered to engross all or any 
commodities imported, or to do anything elso that may discourage 
merchants frequenting the port or the inhabitants that, reside on the 
island. They add: It 1s vain to expect to sce Bombay flourish till these 
orders are religiously and constantly obeyed, and that you take care 
that not only yourselves but all under you do their dutics therein.® 


F Aare In 1716, to defray the expenses of fortifying the town, the merchants 
ri ta and other inhalutants agreed to pay additional duties at the rate of two 
percent, At the same time, on condition that they should be exempted 
from their former duty of raising train-bands or militia, the vereadores 
see to contribute 15,000 Xeraphins s year for the defence of ihe 

island. 


Plan for | In a letter of the 5th April1715, for the further encouraging of trade 
— Losin —_ the Court direct: If at a Gees any country voyage is set on fuot and 
Wise a sufficient stock cannot be otherwise raised, and if you have euch a 
: surplus of money or proper goods as will not be abeolately necessary 
for despatching the ships on our hands for the ensuing season, you may - 

join what you think fit on our accounts as far as eight or ten thousand 

rupees ; because we are sensible, a small stock will not bear the charge 

of an Europe ship’s demutrage, when a larger will. In case any of our 

ships by their late arrival or otherwise cannot be despatched the same 

season, it is better they should be employed on such a country voyage 

than lie idle, At the same time we also expect they be made to earn 

their demurrage or thereabouts. Take care to rend us the account 

current of every such voyage, with the vouchers for each article. 

‘Whenever such a ship is sent to China, take care to provide gold 

esufficient to send to Kdrwdr and other of the pepper factories. We 

note this because we find in your Consultations gold is so much better 

than silver. In the Consultation of the 5th February 1712 gold is said to 

be upwards of twenty per cent at Calicut more than at Bombay, and in 

that of the 12th there is an order for selling erusadoes and buying more 

gold for the subordinate settlements, Also the said factories’ books 

show a loss on foreign silver. Further if the entry of the 1]th June 

1718 is true the produce of silver sént from Bombay to Karwar and sold 

there for pagodas, makes the pagoda stand in about eight shillmgs and 


1 It {a evident from the Records that eale by candle was frequent at Bomtay 
and Surat. It appears to have been ordinarily adopted in London at least during 
the previcaa century. Dryden describjng the a ogres of Wild's poetry, saya 
that he had seen people reading his /ter Boreale in the midst of ‘ Change,'-~‘ ha: 
so vehemently were they at it, that they lost their bargaina by the candies-enda,' 
Bom. Quar. Ret. (1856), it 32, 2 Bom. Quay. Rev. (1858), ITI. 31-33, 

5 Court te Bombay 24th March 1710 para. 82, Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol. 3 of 1715+ 
1721, 145, 4Bom. Quar, Rev. (1856), III, 34. ee 
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eight pence.t Of this, as we do not know the weight of the silver sent, 
we cannot be sure; nor unless we know whether the pagodas tkere are 
of the same weizht and fineness with those, at Madras, Therefore do 
you advise us the true weight and fineness of the Karwér pagoda for 
our future government, and whether we might not be allowed. to coin 
pagodas at Bombay, as we do at Madras, This would save the loss in 
exthanye? 


In the same letter, 5th April 1715, the Court write: Be careful fo 
pieserve to all the natives their civil rights, They add: Whatsoever 
Fnglish have liberty to reside at Bombay and do merchandize, must on 
pain of not continuing under our protection, if they are of age and have 
nat done it already, enter into the covenants of a free merchant.® 


Fightecn months Iater (30th November 1716) the Court resume: We 
have written to the Bay (Calcutta), and shall ta Madras as we now 
write to vou that no fiee merchant be permitted to return to England 
till the five years’ residence for which he has covénanted under a bond of 
£1000 be expired. . Our design in giving merchants liberty to reside at 
our settlements is for the increase of our people and of the country 
trade. If these aims are not attained we are deceived—a sufficient 
reason for recalling the gfant. You will find their covenants give you 
power at any time to send them home if they do anything in La ae 
to our interest. They can scarce do anything worse than assist these 
new soit of interlopers. We are told some of our servants at Surat did 
assist the Victoria. If this be true root them out that they may not 
have an opportunity of doing so a second time. We understand at Surat 
the Moghal governor asked the English Chief, whether the Victoria was 
@ pirate, and the Chief answered, No. For the future, if any ships of 
th» like sort come to your ports, let our people, if we have any at Surat¢’ 
and, 1f we have none, do you represent to the governor of Surat, and all 
others of the city and port, that you do not know to whom such ships 
belong, nor can you say whether they are pirates or not. That you 
have reason to suspect that their pretence of foreign commissions 
little or no truth in it, and that such commissions are either counterfeit 
or have been procured underband and with an ill design from some 
persons who pretend authority to give out such commissions, and whe, 
mall likehhood granted them for a little money. That such commission’ 
were obtained as a cover to show the European nations who have 
eeltlements in the East Indies, if they questioned their authority for 
coming thither, That the Company are so little satisfied with vessel of 

. this class that if any English are on board them, you are ordered if 
possible to seize and imprison them. That if the Moots permit them, 
trade, or so much as hberty of getting supplies at Surat, or any other 
ports, they may thank themselves for the ill consequence of it. .That, 

, if any piracies are committed on Moor ships, the Company do declare 
they are innocent, and have ordered you to acquaint them. We are 


, > Pagoda au Indian coin worth 7s. 8d. Grose’s Voyage Vol. I. Nyeral Y 12, - 
-3 Court te Bombay 5th April 1715 para. 71, Comp. of Standing Ord. Vol, 1 of 1715 - 
1721, 147-148 : : 3 
3 Court to Bombay Sth“April 1715 paras 78, 85, Standing Ord. Vol, T of 1715- 
1722, 149, 112, 2 : ; 
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exedibly informed that a crew of ill+lisposed persons of several nations 
are pot.together, who pretend to obtain commissions from the Kmahts 
of Malta who are always at war with the Turks to fight againet the 

«Muhammadans, and, thinking such commissions will screen ther frm 
bemg accounted pirates, will cruise on all Muhammadans beeause tbo 
Turks ac Muhammadans ang when they think it their interest ther 
call all Muhammadans Turks. We hear they will also endeaw our to 
get Muscovite or other commissions to méke use of ¢ither sort as they 
think will most contribute to their ill designs.! 


On the 8th September 1718 the Bombay Council wiote to Surat; 
The Right Toneurable Company having im their letters to us by these 
ships been pleased to give the President, at a rate to be settled in India, 
an allowance of consulage on all goods of English meichants livimy 
under their motection in India, imported or exported at Bombay or 
Surat, we have fixed the rate at two percent, and do direct that Mr. John. 
Ilope collect the same according to the orders that sball be gafen him by 
ihe President on all English goods excepting those of the Company's 
servants residing at Bombay and Surat to which the President lays no 
claim? 

The Surat Diary of the 16th September 1719 notes: Our shrofls 
have provided ten goldsmiths to go down to Bombay pretending it must 
he kept secret lest they come inte trouble. We have paid the shroils 
Rs, 100 and Rs, 20 for way charges atid the Surat Tanlsdl Dd oga or 
mint master Rs, 100 for connivance? 

The Surat Diary of 4th October 1719 contains the following: We 
received a letter fiom the Secretary written by the President’s order to 
inform us that on bemg paid the year’s peshhush he has sent a present uf 
bioadeloth amountmg to»Rs, 4540 for the governor of Swat and 
Rs. 2000 to be given his divan if it will facilitate our business.t 


In the matter of the Indian country shipping trade, on the 9th March 
1719, the Court wrote: The more ships come to Bombay the greater 
encouragement and reputation to your port Therefore do you on the 
first opportunity write to our setileenents at Madras and Benyal, and 
let them know we earnestly recommend them to direct that such of 
their shipping as trade to the coast of India, do call at Bombay, where 
they shell have such fair and just usage as may invite their return. 
That for so far only as they trade with you, they are to pay the custem- 
acy duties of the port excepting they are such goods as have paid the 
duties at Fort St, Geoige. If the Company’s grant of being 
custom free at, Surat is continued, then they are to pay consulage, 
otherwise not, nor on any goods not sold at Bombay.* 


The 4th November 1719 the Court wrote: We send you by this ship 
the Act of Parliament forbidding any of His Majesty’s subjects being 
concerned in the Ostend Company’s trade. Among other things you 


joe to Bombay 30th Nov. 17/6 para 15, Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1735-1721. 


cara eon Surat, 8th hate 1718, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 68. - 

> Surat Diary 16th Sept. 1719, Surat Factory Diary G11 of 171990, 
‘Surat Diary 4th Oct. 1719, Surat Factory Diary 611 of W719-205 0 7", 
5 Court to Bom, 9th Mar, 1719 para 22, Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1624, 116. 
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will note a particular clause providing for our seizing’ and’ cending to 
Eueland, te answer for their offence any subjects of His Majesty 
found in any place within the limits of our Chaiter. With tlus we 
hereby positively require you and all under you to comply to the 
utmost of your power and endeavour? 

The 4th November 1719 the Court wrote: Do not forget what we 
lust year wrote In regard to the Suraters taking your passes. Remember 
Anptia’s pass-duty 1s one rnpee a Ahandi; yours, one rupee aton. lf 
you bumble Augria, wé think with good management you might raise 
the daty on the Suraters to or near to what Angria levies. You might 
also make good use of his taking any vessel, who hath not your pass, 
by enlarging the number, and raising the price of your passes so far as 
the prudential consideration of affairs will allow.? 


The same letter (4th November 1719) notes: In the Consultation of 
tLé 1-t October we finda very good order to put our boats, which were 
pattly employed by the warehouse keeper and partly by the master 
attendant, under the master attendant’s care and that he look parti- 
culaily to it that our boats neither ship nor bring on shore any private 
gosds without receiving boat hire. Also to employ on our boats no more 
than the necessary lascars, and that only when in use. We doubt not 
the same good care for saving charges, which melined you to make 
this order, will prevail to ensure its constant and careful observance. 


The 13th June 1720 the Surat Diary records: This afternoon 
came in two pairs of patamars (or post messengers) reporting that 
they were despatched from Bombay on the 3rd mstant one pair 
with letters for Surat, the other for Madras; that having passed 
Méhim river and coming ‘ashore at Bandya they were carried to the 
Poituguese Cabo (Captain) and sent by him under a guard to the General 
at Rasscin, where they were confined, and their packets demanded of them 
wluch they delivered accordingly. . After four days confinement they 
were’ discharged without their ‘letters and bid to go about their 
Insiness.4 To prevent further inconvenience it was. arranged, that 
durmg the dispute with the Portuguese letters between the Bombay 


a 


1 Court to Bom, 4th Nov. 1719 para 12, Standing Orders Vol. 1 uf 1713-1721, 23. 
Jn 17194 fresh Company of European traders sent a ship to Surat Ting was, thé 
Ostend Company whieh started in 1717 under the protection of the Empcror of Austma. 
At Surat the heads of the Dutch and English factories joined in domy ‘all dissyrvices 
possdde? to the people of this ship But the deputy governor of the city favoured 
them, and two more ships that arrived m 1719 seem to have been allowed to trade with- 
ont disturbance In 1720 the Surat Factory Diary under date the 4th February (Vol. 
Gil cf 1719-20) contains the following entry : Arrived at the Surat Bar ship Coneor dea 
of Ostend with Emperor's colours (formerly said to be the Nottingham ian of-wesr). 
She hag touched at the several ports on thé Malabar Coast The supercargoes give ont 
the La» procured a considerable quantity of pepper and is come here to mahe,sale of 

.tlephants teeth jron and broadcloth They employ Samal? Haridis for ther broker, 
In the same volume an entry dated the 23rd October 1720, .refefs to the arrival at the 
Bar of the Ostend ship Haremberg. A few years later opposition 1eviyed In 1727 it 
rose to sucha height that the Austrian Emperor was forced to suspend the Ostend 
Company’s charter,, Bombay Gazetteer, Surat, IL. 116; Maépherson, 295 ; Milburh’s 
Or Com, L. xlvix. and 411. The Ostend charter seems to have been suspended only for a 
time As Tate as 1743 the Court of Directors warned the factors at Surat to be on their 
guard against the slaps of the Ostend Company. Bom, Quar Rev. {1856), THI. 3). 

2 Court to Boni. 4th Nov, 1719 para, 63, Standing Qrd. Vol, 1 of 1715-1721, 153. ~ 
* Court to Bom. 4th Nov, 1719 para $1, htanding Ord. Vot. Lof 17315-1721, 153-104, 
4 Surat Diary 13th June 1720, Burat Factory Diary 61f of 1719-20, ~ * 


Chapter I.” 
History: 


Convoy Duty, 
“1719. 


iHistoncat 
260 BOMBAY TOWN : 


Chapter L and Surat Councils should be sent under rover to some Parsi or Danian 


—— 1 
Histery. at Kalyan. 


icwicaaas On the subject of the Ostend Company the Directors on the 
1729.” © ® 28th January 1720 wrote: That we may do our parts to prevent 
the repetition of Messrs. Hill 4nd Say’s assistance to the Ostenders, 

we have thought fit to lay down the following rule and standing order: 

That you nerther directly nor indirectly, by yourselves or others, 

ufford the least help countenance or assistance to any Ostenders 

or other new upstart traders coming to Mokha. If you are honest 

your own reasons must tell you that for such people to wet any 

share in our privileges and trade at Mokha, is mischievous to the 

interest of your native country as well as to us, and ought therc fore 

to be opposed by all those who eat our bread. <Any one found break~ 

ing this our order we will endeavour to treat according to thur 

deserts. If on the other hand you are faithful, and do your ulmost:to 

prevent all such interloper8, you may depend on our favour amt 
encouragement, We are assured the Dutch have fall instractions 

from their Company to join with you in all endeavours against intes- 

Topers. Therefore on all occasions consult and concert with the 

Dutch what is proper to be done.” : 


The same letter (18th January 1720) notes the despateh of 
bane Act of Parhament;"made last year, to prevent any of His 

ajesty’s subjects trading to the East Indies, under Foreign Commis- 
sions, and calls attention to the power granted the Directors to seize auy 
of His Majesty’s subjects found within the limits of our Charter contrary 
to this and other Acts of Parliament, and to send them to England’. 


A year later (24th March 1721) the Directors continue ; 
Herewith we send you twe Acts of Parliament passed last springs, to 
prevent His Majesty’s subjects being concerned- in the Ostend 
trade to-or fyom the East Indies. You will observe that whenever 
found out, all concerned are liable to penalties, and are oblged 
to make diseoveyy upon oath, how far they have been concerned 
im such trade and are subject to punishment in proportion to their 
interest therein. That all contracts whether for money on bottomry, 

loading Advances, supplies of stores,“ wage agreements, or copartner- 
ships ofsall sorts relating to such trade ate void. Do you draw ‘out 
the substance of these provisions and hang it up in tables for general 
noticd’in Bombay and Sarat and all other subordmate factories. 


Presents of In the choice of presents on the King’s birthday economy seems to 
are have been carefully studied. A Consultation of the 22nd May 1724 
1724. contains the following entry: There, being four horses in the stables 
altogether unserviceable and if offered to sale not likely to fetch any 

thing? the President proposes presenting them to four of the most cor; 

siderable Banian merchants on the island. To render the horses the 

more acceptable, the President suggests the dressing of them with a 

yard and a half of red cloth. The Board agreeing, the warchouse- 


oo aOR ERR Sremenencne een eaEREneemeemenenmnantmd 


t Surat Diary 30th July 1720, Surat Factory Diary 611 of P719-20.°7°° 
2 Court to Bom. 13th Jan. 1720 para 8, Standing Ord. Vol, 1 of 1715-1721, 24 25, 
* Court to Bom, 13th Jan. 1720 para 9, Standing Ord, Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 25." 
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keeper is directed to issue six yayds for that purpose to be presented 
ou Ils Majesty’s bitthday the 28th instant (May 1724),! , 

A Consultation of a few months later (14th August) records a less 
ceonsmical gift: Rustam Ali Khyn, the new governor of Surat, though ° 
au oppressor of the people, having as yet given us no molestation, we 
have thought it necessary to make him a present. We have according- 
ly chipped on board the Bombay a curious clock with chimes which, 
provided his behaviour gives you no good reason to the contrary, we 
would have you deliver him in the name of the President.* 


Next year under date 20th December 1725 a letteris sent along with 
the Company’s broker Laldds, directing the Council in Surat to present 
hin with a horse not exceeding Rs. 400 in value? 


Euvlish deserters from the Company continued a cause of disquict. 
The 22nd September 1724 the Bombay Couneil wrote to Surat: We 
understand several English deserters from’ Bombay now in the service 
of the governor have been so audacious as to insult commanders of our 
vesculs as well_as the Factory. Learn how many such the governor has 
entertained ; and represent to lum the improbability of their being of 
any service to him, Persuade him it is through such vagabonds that 
pirates, common enemies to mankind, become so numerous and try and 
mduee him to deliver them up. ‘ If be refuses, give him fo understand 
you havé made demand according to our o1ders, and that you must 
acquaint us of the denial he makes you. 


Fiom the Company’s view point the transition from deserters and 
pirates to interlopers and Ostenders is small. The 8rd March 1731 the 
Directors wrote: We have good reason to apprehend that several ships | 
with English officers and seamen are designed for the East Indies now 
fitting ut in a collusive manner, If any should arrive on the Malabar 
Coast under the conmission or pass of any Foreign Prince or State, 
who are not used to send ships to. your ports, we direct that no manner 
of assistance be given them, ng, not so much as water or provisions. 
We positively forbid any of our servants trading witl them. ‘Let these 
our orders be transmitted to all the subordinate settlements, for we will 
excuse none that act contrary to them.® . : 


After many years of rest the question of gaming once more gxercises * 
the conscience of the Court. On the 28th February 1727 the Duectors 
white: We are greatly concerned to hear that the mischievous vice of 
gaming for great sums of money continues and even increases among 

“our covenant servants, free merchants, and others residmg at out 
settlements in.India, and that the women are also infected therewith, 
to the ruin of many as well on boardship as on shore. In England by 
Act of Parliament under severe penalties all gaming for above ten ppunds 
value is strictly forbidden. That we may do what in us hes to prevent 
the crils which sooner or later generally attend and frequently rum 


' Bom Gov. Consultation, 22nd May 1724, Tub. Diary 2 of 1724, O& Forrest’a 
- owe Serie, 12. 37; Bor, Quar Bev, (1856), TT, 54, 

° Bombay tu Surat, Mth Aug. 1721, Surat Fact. Diary 612 of 1723-1725. 

+ Bombay to Surat, 20th Dec. 1725, Surat Fact. Deary 613 of 1724-1726. + 

4 ambay to Suraty 22nd Sept. 1724, Surat Fact. Diary 612 of 1723-1725. » 

* Coart te Bombay 3rd Mar, 1781 para 10, Standing Ord. Vol, 1 of 1715 - 1721, 32. 
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gamesters, We peremptorily forbid all manner of gaming whatscever in 
any ofsour settlenents ar elsewhere in India, te the amount of ten pounds 
or upwaids, If any of ,onr covenant servants or othera in our 
employ whether ofl, maritime, or military, or any free merchants 
under our protection, or aty women whether marmed er womarricd 
belongmg to our covenanted servants or others unter our protection 
shall ever be discovered to have played at one time atany suit of pram 

foi the value of ten pounds sterling or uptuids, and be thereof convir tec 

before you by two ciedible witnesses, such offender, be he who he wall 
and in what station soever, shall ipso facto be dismissed ihe survive 
and sent home by the first shipping. 


The Court proceeds: We easily foresee that the reproach of infu: ming: 
may keep persons silent who may know of such gaming. ‘To prevent 
this we direct that you enter in your Consultations a particular ae ount 
of the persons who shall from time to time be proved guilty of such 
gaming, and also of the accuser or accusers, For the encourage ment of 
such accuser, it he be a covenant servant, we direct that he shall be 
allowed a year’s standing m our service and be further entitled to ous 
favour as a person inclined to check this vile practice, 


We further direct that as soon'as may be, copies of these orders be 
sent to all the subordinate factories and be theie, as well as at ow head 
factories, publicly read and made known within teh days after the 
receipt thereof, and copies be hung for general notice, that uo person 
whatsoever may plead ignorance. 


The 1731 records contain two somewhat interesting applications fur 
house-buldmg. A Consultation of the 9th July 1731 has the foluwime 
entry: Mr. William Henry, Draper presents a certificate from the 
eldeis or mahdtards ofeBombay regarding the measurage of a piece of 

round, part of that called Umbercarry (Omarkhdédi) situated near the 
full Visorain (Vajra?) productive only of grass, contaming accordimy to 
the measurage of the country 80 barges (or bargds of 60 square yards 
equal in all fo 189U square yards or nearly 2ths of an acre) valued by 
the said mahdtdrds in Res, 24 (that is nearly three pies the square yard). 
This the said W. H. Draper offers to pay into the Monourable Com- 
pany’s treasury praying he may be therefore entitled to the sad spot of 
ground «to build a small houge thereon he paying the Honourable Cum- 
pany the annual pension over and above the said Rs. 24 purchase money 
which is agreed. ; 

A Consultation of the 38rd December has thé following: . The 
humble petition of Léldds Vithald4s, the Honourable Company’s broker 
at Surat, Bombay 8rd December 1731: That your petitioner 1s desirous 
of building a commodious house on Bombay Island for the residence. 
of hirhself and family at any time when they may” be called from 
Surat to attend your Honours, and for the entertainment of such. 
persons as your Honours shall, from time to time, think proper to order, 
and direct. As he farther conceives the building such a house may be 
a means to induce the merchants of Surat and other ports to.the north- 
ee font to Bombay 28th Feb, 1727 paras 50- 52, Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 4733-1722, 


3 Bony. Gov.Comsultation, 0th July 1731, Pub, Diary 4 of,1731,70-71,! 0° 7 
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waid to frequent and reside in Bombay, he humbly prays your Honour Chapter I. 
ta cyant him the same indulgence as is allowed the Rustam family; who, aro 
he understands, are exempted from paying the Honourable Company 
auy greund or quit-rent for their house! After debite the Board are 
of opinion that the building of such a house will not only be a consider- 
able ornament to Bombay, but by sending one of his family to reside 
here the broker may encourage other merchants of substance to follow 
him. ‘The Board agree to grant bim the indulgence he requests.? 


anentry ten days later (18th December) shows how important a Present to 
constituent was Laldds the broker, and with how much honour he was teoker, 
treated: Laldis, the Surat broker, having bought all the woollen goods ' : 
lead copper and iron received by the ships last armved from England, on 
Lis return for Surat requests to be dismissed in the usual manner with a 
present or sirpdév. Agreed that we give Ldld4s a sirpdv to the value of 
T's 500, and, as we have none on the island fit for that purpose, order our 
gentlemen at Surat on his arrival to present Léldés with a horse to the 
value of Rs. $003 


A Bombay letter to Surat, dated the 17th September 1782, notices 
that it has blown and rained so bard for those three days past as to 
cause great uncasiness regarding the Company’s galleys at Surat: Bar.* 


A Consultation of the 13th March 1733 contains the following — Trade‘in Guns, 
reference to the sale of brass guns: The Mar RAja (Mahdrdja) 1723. 
Abocsingh (Subba 1733-37) now subha or governor of the province of : 
Gu srdt has for some time solicited us to sell him two large brass cannon 
mounted in the fort weighmg ewts. 155-3-25 valued m the general 
stures at Rs, 48 the ewt. amounting to Rs, 7486-0-57. Seemg the 
Mar Rajah 1s a person of great authority and‘wapable of obstructing uy 
im making our investment in Cambay and other places within his juris- 
diction, and still more because the price offered far exceeds anything we 
could have expected, the guns also being at present of no great service, 
we agree to let the Mahdrdja have the sad two guns for Rs. 20,000 
ready money; and diect the storekeeper general on receipt of the said 
Rs, 20,000 to dehver- the two guns to the Mahdrdja’s agent or valil.$ 


A letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 7th Mareh 1739, Country Trade, 
contains the following on the country trade: It is matter of surpriss * 1733. 
to us that our servants should take 1t for granted that all their silver 
might be carried from one port to another freight-free upon our vessels ; 
when as a late instance in the Bay shows they make us pay freight 
on parcels carried. We therefore direct that all goods and treasure, 
jet them belong to any person whatsoever, be charged aecording to the 
usual method of computation when put on board country ships, that the 
amount be paid into our cash; and for our satisfaction let separate 
accounts be opened on the general books for the forementioned duty of 

“ eoinage and for this of freight, that we may see at one view what 
profits acerue to us every year from them.® 


Histary. 


1 Fab. Diary 4 of 1731, 166-167 : : 

2 Bom, Gov, Consultation, 8rd Dee 1731, Pub. Diary £ of 1731, 163-164, 

3 Bom, Gove Cuasultation, 13th Dee. 1731, Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 173. > 

4 Bombay to Sorat 17th Sept. 1732, Surat Fact, Diary 614 of 1729-1732, 101, 

5 Bom, Gov. Consultation 13th March 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732-1733, 68. . : 
Court to Bom. 7ih Mar, 1733 para. 63, Standing Ord. Volv 2 of 17154 1721, 156+ 
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At a Consultation in Bombay (18th May 1733) Government directed 
that Messrs. John Horne John BraddyWand John Lambton be appoint- 
ed a committee to inspect the sundry letters received from our Lonoi- 
able Masters since the year 1729, and abstract from them such genarat 
standing rales and orders as have been given for the better managenient 
of their affairs and likewise such as have been made here, That tho 
same be entered fair in two books together with those that preecded 
that date ; one of which books to lie constantly on the Council table and 
the other to remain in the Sceretary’s office. 


TIow confined was the authority of the Bombay Government im 
1788 and how full of distrust were their relations with the powers 
across the harbour, appears from the Consnitation dated 21th August 
1733 regarding the advantages and the risks of maintaining a furry 
hoat to Revas at the mouth of the Négothna river. The President 
represents to the gentlemen of the Board that when it was first acreed 
to establish a passage boat betwixt this island and Revanee (Revas) in 
the river of Pen, the said port’ of Revance was under the jurisdiction of 
the Sidi. Since his reducing that place and Thal, Revas is now under 
Angria That therefore when on that side the farmer of the said 
passage must be under Angria’s direction, In these circumstances at 
will be impossible to prevent his gaining intelligence of all things 
transacted on this island. -On the other hand should we prolubit the 
said passage boat going to and fro, it will bea great detriment to the 
tiade of this port as the said passage boat brings sundry provisions 
for the use of the island and the Benjars (Vanjdris) from the ghit 
country come hither.and return with goods and merehandiso Taking 
this into consideration we are but too sensible that with all the precau- 
tion we can possibly uge, fhe enemy is but too well nequainted with 
most things that pass on the island, the port being free for'all that do 
come hither under the notion of traders, and we esteem it .more 
advantageous to this settlement to receive intelligence of what passea 
in the enemy’s country than it is to him to learn what passes here. As 
the Revanee passdge boat is the most immediate and frequent means of 
securing such intelligence, it is agreed that #he said passage boat be - 
permitted to go to and fro. To prevent any inconvenience it is agreed 
that Mgnkoji Putl4ji Parbhu, inhabitant of this island who being two 
years a prisoner in Angria’s country is so well acquainted with most of 
Angria’s subjects, be placed at the custom house to inspect all boats 
with passengers and to distinguish such as are traders from those that 
may come on pernicious designs, and that for his trouble he be alloyed 


Rs, 6 per month to be paid by the customer.? . 
Six weeks later (5{h October 1433) a Consultation reconls: No . 
body appearing to rent the passage from hence to Revanee, and because 
of the wars in the adjacent countries the former renter not being willing * 
to continue it on the terms of the last contract, it is agreed that until: 
the times are more settled and we see what turn is given to the Sidi’s 


Bom. Gov, Consultation, 18th May 1733, Pub, Diary 5 of 1732-33,127. 
4 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 24th August 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1733-33, 17% «178, 
Forrest's Home Series, IT, 58, - , 
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affairs, ‘we continue the boat on the Honourable Company’s accounts, Chapter Kk 
giving the charge and management to the custom master.! are 


A Consultation of the 21st December 1753 records a shipping diffi- . 5, ute with 
culty with the Raja of Porbandar in south-west Kdthidwir (described fend: 
ns Pers Bunder “in Cutch): The President acquaints the Board 1733, * 
ofan application by Jaganndth Léldds, the Honourable Company’s ‘ 
Moker at Surat, representing that a grab belonging to him coming from 
“Maskat and having in bad weather lost her mast, was obliged to put into 
Port Bunder (Porbandar) on the coast of Cuteh. On armval at 
Porbandar the Raja or governor seized the vessel and cargo, and still 
detamed her in sptte of a certificate from Mr. Henry Lowther Chicf at 
Surat that the vessel and her cargo belonged to the English broker. 

The President_wrote to the Raja, demanding that the vessel and her 
carco be handed to Vandrdvan Ldljithe representative of the Surat 
Ivoker, In reply the Raja offered to deliver the vessel and Rs. 8000 
in heu of such part of the cargo as he had disposed of. Vandravan 
refused to accept the vessel and the Rs. 3000 alleging the eargo 
to be worth Rs. 25,000. On this the merchants of Porbandar applied 
tu the Raja representing the risk that the Governor of Bombay would 
make a reprisal on the Porbandar vessels trading to Bombay. The 
Raja was inflewble, saying he had given his ultimate answer to Van- 
drivan Lélji. In consequence the broker applied to the President 
requesting that some of the Porbandar vessels in Bombay might be 
stopped. The President taking into consideration the little regard paid 
by these petty governors to-the Friendly offices and good treatment 
shown to their subjects at this port, and that if we tamcly submit to 
the insults too frequently offered at their ports to those trading undcg, 
tle Honourable Company’s protection, our authority would be daily 
mcre and more despised, and hearing there was-a vessel now in the 
road belongmg to a merchant of Porbandar, who had, the greatest 
intimacy and influence over the “R4éja, and that the said vessel had on 
board in money the sum of Rs. 8800 bound to the Malabdr Cogst; he 
advised some gentlemen of his Council and ordered the custom master 
to stop the said vessel and seize the money to be deposited in the custom, 
Louse until the R4ja made satisfaction for the grab he had detained.* 


History. 


On the 4th March 1733 (1734?) the Directors impress ot their. Union 
three Presidents the necessity for harmonious action: Nothing we can Enyomed, - 
think of will more effectually conduce to the benefit of trade than Aas, 


entire union and harmony among the three head settlements, We haye 
therefore recommended to Fort St. George and Bengal, and now 
recommend you, to frame an equitable scheme for carrying on the trade 
- to the several perts in India, jointly settling the number of ships 
between you, and allotting to each settlement a proper share of the 
trade carned “to China, Persia, Surat, Mokha, and Manilla or elsewhere. 
In case such an happy union is brought about, we hereby direct that 
no other ships be permitted’ to go to those ports but what shall be 
_agreed on by our several Governdrs and Councils.’ 


. 


4 Bom, Gov, Consultation, 5th Oct. 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732°33, 227, 

2 Bom Gov. Consultation, 2ist Dec, 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732 33, 308-309, 

3 Cuurt to Bombay 4th March (1733 34 ?) para 84, Comp. of Standing Ord. Vol. } 
of 1715-1721, 125, % 
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The Court continues: That our servants and the free merchauts 
may not be discouraged or debarred the liberty of raising their fortunes 
we hereby direct that all persons who have an inclination and can find 
ready money towards the buying and fitting out those ships to sea, may 
be allowed to join and that if they have any goads proper to those 
maikets, they must be taken according to their value, without any 
commission. It may at first seem difficult to reconcile so mauy different 
interests. Yet we are fully persuaded, if it is heartily set about, and 
every one concerned ia willing to forego a little private gain for the 
public emolument, this matter may be brought about; and in a few 
years the advantage arising from such an union will be very con- 
spieuous.! 

The 13th September 17384 the President acquaints the Board that 
having noticed the Kolis to the northward were fitting out fifteen 
galivats at a place called Sulténpur (on the river Kurla six miles south- 
east of Taldja on the south coast of Kaéthdwar) he had sent the 
bomb ketch wjth seven of our galivats to be joined by the Surat sloup, 
to take or otherwise destroy the pirate vessels gathered at Sultinpur, 
This, he hopes, will render our trade that way more secure, The Board 
approves." 


A Consultation of the 27th February 1735 has the following note 
regarding the Factory at Gombroon; As the Arabs and Sunnis are 
entirely reduced, we apprehend the gentlemen of the factory at Gom~ 
broon will have no great occasion for their garrison, which we must 
leave to their discretion, As the garrison is the main article of their 
charges, it is agreéd to recommend their return provided it can be done 
with safety,$ . : 

On the 5th March 1785 the Court wrote: In your letter of the 18th 
August (1734) you complain of a want of husbandmen or Corumbces 
on the island. You state that since the Royal Charter was published 
our Corumbees refuse their subjection, and will not manure the Latty 
grounds upon the ancient established terms, causing us to lose half the 
produce of such batty grounds, We cannot help saying this is a strange 
unheand-of doctrine, The Charter, was never intended to deprive ua 
of our property, but to secure you and the inhabitants in the free 

ssession of such estates as you were or from ‘time to time might 
tacos legally entitled to. The Charter by no means conveyed to the 
Corumbees « title to lands or an exemption from their prior obligations 
tous. You ought to exert your authonty to prevent such an abuse and 
at the same time by good usage excite these useful men to continue 
among you on the former terms. At the same time we are willing you 


“ shquld grant them relief, if, on serious consideration, you are 


% fd r 
1 Court to Bombay 4th March (1733-34?) para 85, Comp, of Standing Ord. Vot.1 
of 1715-1721, 125-126, he - 

3 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 13th Sept. 3734, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 137. Cnder 
Capt. Radford Nonn the expedition against the pirates of Sultanpur was completely suc- 
cessful. After an absence of eight days Capt. Nunn returned to Surat with five gang 
and fourteen boats. Fifty-five more boats had been barned, five by Capt. Nunn end 
fifty by the Kolis to'prevent them falling Into Capt. Nunn’s hands. This victory was 
sectred with the loss of two Eare and two Native soldiers. Surat Factory ’ 
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that prohibiting the use of kuf or fish manure has sensibly lessened the 
produce of the lands,! 


In 1735 the question of irregular levied on Bombay traders came 
before the Council. On the 5th December 1735 the President acquaints 
the Board that cofplaint had been made by some Vanjérds that the 
Bombay merchants whom they employ as brokers charge extraordinary 
duties amounting in some cases to 14 per cent, The details are: 

Bombay Customa 5° per cent; 
Weighing Duty 0°5 per cent; 
Broketage to Ambaidds 0°5 per cent ; 
Other Brokerage 1-25 per cent ; 
Cooly Hire 0 125 per cent; 
Karanja Duties 3 0 per cent ; 
Théna Town Wall 1 0 per cent; 
Bassein. Duty 2-0 per cent ; 

Total 13-875. , 

Inquiry shows it has been customary to pay the three per cent 
Karanja duty on all goods passing by that island. On the other hand for 
the one per cent Thana and the two per cent Bassein duties no authority 
is known. Ndrandds Takid4s (Sakhidds) confesses to have defrauded 
the Honourable Company in their customs to the amount of Rs. 839 in 
three years and has in like manner defrauded the Portuguese of part 
vf the duties which he had collected for them, Wefurther find that the 
sad Nérandd4s Takidds has advanced tothe renter of the customs at 
Karanja Rs. 500, Négardés Lalji has advanced Rs. 500, Lakhmidas 
Shankar Rs. 250, and Lakhmichand Govind Rs. 100; the account to 
be adjusted at the end of the year, when doubtless each reserves a 


thare to himself. Without permission from this Government to,, 


presume to collect dutics under our flag for any other nation, is an 
unpardonable insolence calling for a very severe punishment. At the 
snme time as the practice has never before come under notjce the people 
would plead that they did not know it was held objectionable. We 
must therefore think of preventing the like for the fufure, rather than 
of punishing the.offenders for what is past. ‘ 


It-heing proved that Ndrandds Takid4s has defrauded the Honour’ 
‘able Company of Rs. 839 customs, we think it just that he restore that, 
sum and fine him and the three others above mentioned half what they 
have advanced for the Portuguese duties, namely Ndrandds Rs. 250, 
Nagard4s Rs, 250, Lakhmidis Rs, 125, and Lakhmichand Rs. 50. 
This being agreed to, the several persons are called in and acquainted 
with what we had ordered. As Lakhmichand had been a very small 
time,in this business, and was instrumental in making the discovery, it 
is directed that his Rs. 50 fine be remitted, and that the custom master 
recover the fines as well as the other Rs 839 Nérandds had defratded 
the Honourable Company. Ordered that for the future except broker- 
age and reasonable expenses no merchants belonging to this island 
ehall presume to charge or receive from the Vanjdras or others any 
_duties but what are immediately payable to the Honourable Company.’ 


Sa . . ee 

; ai to Bombay 5th March 1735 para 70, Comp. of Standing Ord. VoL 1 of 
15-1721, 157. uae 
3 Bom, Gov, Consultation, Sth Dec. 1735, Pub. Diary 8 of 1734-35,270-271. ° 
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On the 25th Mareh 1736 at the berinning of a fresh tebacco farm the 
farmers’ bonds and articles are signed and delivered. As usual Ghiku 

. Sinay is presented -with twb shawls and Manoel de Jesus with five 
yards of scarlet cloth.! a 


A Consultation gf the 7th May 1736 records the foan of Rs. 200 fy 
tbe Mukddam or head of some new Bhandaris conse front the other side 
to settle in Bombay to provide them with houses and other cunvenien; 
cles, - 


On the 6th January 1737 the Court of Directors wrote: We have 
very maturely considered the many evils we have suffered from having 
an Ttaliabed broker. Weare satisfied our Investment may be carried 
on better by contracting direct with the merchants, and that our 
duties and the pavaleye at Surat may be collected equally well by a 
proper person appointed fox that purpose, We therefore abolish the 
otlice of Broker ; and de order that the presént broker, if you have any, 
do act: no more in that capacity, and be considered no otherwise than 
as other merchants, This we hope will also restore to our servants 
trading from all parts of India to Surat, that perfect freedom of trae 
we would have them enjoy, which they have made such continual 
complaints they have never hitherto been able to obtam being 
always-obstructed by the power, interest, and influence of the bicker. 
For- these and the like weighty reasons we not ouly abolish this office 
at Bombay and Surat, but also at all our subordinate settlements.’ 


Tn 1787 a prosecution of the Company’s brokers occupied much 
attention in Bombay. On the 16th March a Consultation has the 
following entry: The President moves the Board to lay a restraint 
upon Jagannath Govinda’ the Company’s broker at Surat, A proporal 
is made for suing him in the Mayor’e Court, But sinco this might 
have opened questions connected with the heirs of Sir John Chul, the 
proposal is abandoned, Agreed that from the openness of the fort 
on the ‘sea sidey as there will be no security in keeping Jagannath 
within the town walls, he be allowed in the -day time liboty to go 
‘where he thinks proper, to converse with whom he pleases and only to 
eleep in the fort at night, and that the deputy accountant’s apartments 
be kept for his use. To this the members agree except Mr, William 
Hengy Draper who next Council day will give his reasons for being of 
a different opinion,* ° 


In a Consultation of the lst April 1737 it is unanimously agreed that 
Jaganndth Gévindés and Manordds Lildds be dismssed fiom the post of 
nokers to the Honourable Company.at Surat and that Manekji Navroji 
be appointed in their stead and proceed to Surat by the first propor 
conveyance, and we make no doubt bat our Honourable Masters wil 
experience the benefit of the exchange.® . ‘ 


‘ 


‘ i 
i Bom. Gov, Diary, 25th March 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 136. 

? Bom. Gov. Consultation, 7th May 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 236. . 

3 Court to Bombay 6th Jan. 1737 para. 86, Standing Order Vol, 1 of 1715-1721, 207, 
This order was comprised in the Court’s L. of $3th Jan. 1738, para 3, ditto 207. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultgtion, 16th Mar. 1737, Pub Diary 10 of 1736-37, 59-60. ° 
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It being an established custom upon the appointing of a new broker 
to give him a sirpde and horse as a mark of favour, the not complying 
therewith would be construed to the discredit’ of the broker. It is there- 
fore agreed that we continue the old practice in regard to Ménekji who 
heing called in, is*accordingly presented with a sirpdv and horse, 

The 15th August 1737 the President observes to the Board that 
of late-the Sanganians and other northern pirates have been very trouble- 
‘some, having during the last season taken several boats belonging to 
Bombay That as several of the trading R4jés connive at these robberies 
and share in the booty; the making reprisals on some of their vessels 
might have a good. effect. This bemg the proper scason for such an 
undertaking as their vessels from Mokha are shortly expected, and as 
we cannot spare ahy of the Company’s vessels for this service, he offers 
to send the Mobert and Success. belonging to himself, the Honourable 
Company being at no other charge than the putting on board each a 
detachaient of soldiers and some European mariners. This is agreed and 
the vessels directed to proceed on this service with the necessary 
expedition? 

On the 6th January 1738 the Court write: By the advices before 
us, it plainly appears that, for many years past, our servants at Surat 
instead of paying hard rupees for carrying on our investments, have 
imposed their own goods on the undertakers ; and by fictitious transfers 
in account, have fallen into the like bad practices which our servants 
at Bencoolen formeily carried on to our very great hurt and damage. 
We positively. forbid every thing of this nature in future 

On the 2nd July 1733 the Court wrote: We are informed our 
Fort and Castle at} Bombay is now in & manner forsaken by our Gut’ 
vernor, This is not right. We apprehend it to be the most defensible 
place ou’ our island remembering how in former wars the Castle held 
out when all the rest of the island was taken. This may happen again 
in future. If it be well garrisoned its sea communication will enable 
the Castle to. be maintained agamst all the’ force tliat ean be brought 
avainst it in those parts. We therefore order that the Fort be the 
rvstdence of our Governor who ought never to lie out of it, aad that it, 
Le kept in good 1epairs ; 2 

. The 2lst July the Court wrote: We hereby acquaint you that 
to encourage our servants at Bombay and the subordinate factories 
to carry on the China tidde in a defensible Europe ship, we shall in 
future send out yearly to Bombay, on or before the 2Uth of May, a ship 
which may arrive at Anjengo or Tellicherry in December following. 
‘¥Ylus ship shall be o1dered to take under her convoy any English 
-eountry ships or vessels bound up the Malabdr coast. After delivering 
her outward cargo at’Bombay and doing other service, she must about 
the end of March be Iaid in at Surat or Bombay for a voyage to China 
and back to Bombay. Our servants at Bombay and the subordinates 
, may be concerned in the whole or part of the stock as they shall think 


4 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 8th April 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 93. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 15th Aug. 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 191. ‘ 
3 Conrt to Bombay 6th Jan. (1738?) para 40, Stand, Ord. Vql. b of 1715+1721, 100. 
4 Court to Bombay 2nd July 1788 pare 45, 5% Ord, Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 207 - 208. 
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ChapteyI. —fit, and the rest shall be made up by- and upon our account; all the 
History. accounts of the voyage shall be-stated and finished and laid before 
anes you ; and an attested copy thereof be yearly transmitted us, whether 
1738. ~~" We are concerned or not. Our servants residing at Bombay, who are 
concerned in the said stock, shall appoint the supertargoes and order 
such a cargo to China and back as they think proper. The back 
cargo the said ship shall deliver at Bombay and afterwards take in 
her loading there and on the Malabér Coast for England. That che 
may be the better prepared for this, she shall carry out her whole kentledge 
{or ballast) in iron to be left at Bombay until her return from China, that 
so the freighters may have the benefit of the whole tonnage she is let for, 
On her return to Bombay and delivery of her cargo there, the freighteis 
shall pay us Rs. 25,000, which will be cheaper than any country 
ship of that buithen. Our servants will also have the benefit of 
bemg freed from so much degd-stock of sapping, Further there will 
be no need of staying for convoy, which is so great a charge in the 
case of country ships trading to China. At Canton the freighters shall 
be obliged to take on hoard upon our account one thousand pecul 
(pecul = 133} Ibs.) of tea for certain, and as much as one thousand pecul 
more,-or any pait thereof, if the freighters desire it, and we shall order 
our supercargoes to load it accordingly, For all this tea on. the *ship’s 
arrival at Bombay the said freighters shall be allowed one tale and thiee 
quarters per pecul (tale or tael =; A495 of a pecul), freight to be deducted 
out of the before mentioned Rs. 25,000.. As the tea shall be landed at 
Tellicherry and Anjengo, to be disposed of as we shall order, the ship 
will go clear and unpesteied up the Malabar Coast! 


President's On the 2nd February 1789 the President represents to the Board: 
rye As the Honourable Compahy have always esteemed a coach and four 


a just allowance to keep up the state and appearance 1equisite in his 
post, he has hitherto made use of his own eoach and fonr horses. As 
the Company ate unfurnished with such a suttable equipage, he makes 
a tender of his own coach at Rs. 800 and of four good and serviceable 
grey hoises at Rs, 350 each The Board taking the same into con- 
stderation, and noting that among ten horses on the Company’s books 

© some are superannuated and unfit for*service, and that the prices set 
by tho President on his present tender are really a moderate valuation, 
it is ggreed to accept thereof; and to lighten any needless expense in 
heeping, it is ordered that the old and unserviceable horses be sold for 
what can be got and the sale-proceéds be carried to the Honourable 
Company’s accpunt.? 


Pei vain At a Consultation on the 28th September 1739 the nature and intent 
oreie739.”~=—«oOk- the new regulation for issuing to foreign vessels certificates instead 
of passes being considered, it is unanimously agreed that as the cers 

tifieates are in English, the Honourable Company’s seal should not be 

affixed, as this might serve to mislead such as through ignorance of 

English cannot understand the distinction between a pass and a cer? 


4 a sit 
1 Courtto Bombay 21st July 1738 39, 40 and 41 Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715+ 
W190. ay tata rare 
Bom, Gov. Consultation; 2d Feb.1739, Pab, Diary 12 of 1738 39, 50. 
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tificate. Further that with the withdrawal of our right to issue Chapter I. 
passes our power to collect the tonnage must cease. 7 History. 


A Consultation of the 8rd April 1739 records: By the last we , Nisauecread 
received a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat, advising us that Delhi, 

a paty of the late Mogbal’s forces having raised a quarrel in Delhi 1739. 
on account of some religious debate with Nddir Shah’s soldiers, 
five hundred Persians had falJen. This so greatly incensed Nddir Shdh 
that he gave a general order to his whole army to massacie at 
diseretion. After the massacre had lasted two days the Shih issued 
a proclamation to forbear any further effusion of blood. These troubles 
had put a stop to all busmess in Delhi and bred such insecurity 
that Tarwary shroff—the drawer of bills to the amount of Rs, 50,000 
on the Honourable Company’s account—had offered repayment thereof 
with the growing interest in a month’s time. This proposal they had 
accepted and request us to advise the President and Council in Bengal 
of this affair? 

A Consultation of the 9th October 1739 recorded the following: Ona Encouragement 
riotion to renew the promise of Rs. 2000 extraordiiary gratuity for to af 
every fighting grab taken im battle, the President offers to contribute oe 
six hundred, Mr. Rigby two hundred, and Mr. Stonestreet on behalf of 
Mr. Waters two hundred, the remaining one thousand to be supphed 
out of the Honourable Company’s treasury. This gratuity their servants 
engage to give purely that the cruizers may be encouraged to exert 
themselves against the enemy with spirit and vigour 


On the 19th February 1740 the President mentions the formal Marnage Present 
announcement to him of weddings at Poona in Bajirdv’s family. As to Bajrrav, 
at the time of the announcement it was insinuated that on such occasions clas 
it, was customary to send a person with 4 compliment accompanied 
by a present, the President had ordered some fire-works to be sent and 
some gold joys and trinkets adapted to their use om the occasion. 
This the Board entirely approves as such things duly timed may have a 
good effect in establishing and improving a friendly correspondence with 
these people. The account cost of Rs, 1439-2-26 is also passed.* 


e 

Fasten ct a a aaa a ee 
, ~ sf 

X Bom. Gov. Consultation 28th Sept. 1739, Pub, Diary 12 of 1738-39, 380. The fol- 
lowing 1g the form of certificate agreed upon by the President in Council} Apnit 
1734: To all commanders of ships or vessela or whomsoever subject to His Majesty 
George II. King of Great Britain France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith &c. 

These presents are to certify at the request of. .....,. ,mhabitantof ..... 
. +», and owner of the......., burthen........Candy&: Whereof goes 
acess e With......~ guns laden with ...+..-.. and bound to... 2.3 

‘That in consideration of the friendship peace and amity between our respective 
hations and governments, I, James Hope Esquire, Chief for affairs of the @ntish 
nation in Surat, do accordingly require all or any subjects navigating or trading under 
the protection of the Hononrable English East Indian Company that may happon to 
meet with the said ....«...e. in her mtended voyage, not to give her the least 
hindrauce or molestation, which certificate 1a to be in full force dunng the term of 
woes ee months and no longer. Given under my hand in Surat this. ... day 
of... «+, Anno Domini 1739. By order of James Hope Esquire, Chief for affairs 
of the British nation in Surat. Diary of the Surat Factory, 10th Aug. 1739, Vol 629 
of 1739-40, 3 ; Bom. Quar. Rev. (1856), IV. 188. : : 

* 2 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 8rd April 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 112 «113. 
3 Bom, Gov. Conaultation, 9th Oct. 1739, Pub, Diary 12 of 1738-39, 397. 
4 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 19th Feb. 1740 Pub, Diary 13 of 1739-40, 82. 
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A Consulfation of the 19th March J740 records the following 
petitiort from the Bhanddris of Chaul tothe Governor and Tresident, 
Bombay: Your petitioneys and their forefathers have for many 

*gencrations Jived under the Portuguese government at Chanl and 
‘have hitherto mamtarued the character of true and fagthfu) snbjects to 
that government. , In March last (1739) to our great misfortune Mandji 
Angria entered our limits, burnt our houses, and cut down our trees 
depriving us of the means of subsisting ourselves’ and families os 
Bhandéns. The straits and wants to which we have been redueed have 
not in the least lessencd our affection and fidehty to tho Portugnese 
government. Had we any way or means left of valycetings ourselves and 
families we are still ready to venture our lives in ther service. 
Want of subsistence alone drives us to put oureelyes under the 
protection of some other government, We choose to make a tender 
of our service to your Honour and Council if we can be entertained and 
provided for in our way of lffe as Bhanddris. We promuse to be with 
all fidelity good subjects to this government, Our requusts are, 
namely : 


1, That when the Portuguese at Chaul give us liberty or they with- 
diaw from that garuson, we desire your Honour will assist us with 
boats and transport us and our families ta Bombay; ”° 


2, When we atrive at Bombay we beg your,[[onour to supply 
us with means of building our houses, and we will pay as “soon as our 
ability will, permit us ; 

3. We require sixteen toddy trees for each man; and the number of 
ee that may’come are one hundred and seventy-five, ten mure 
or less ; . 

4, That your Honour ‘has let or farmed the vendage of country 
arrack to the Bhand4ris of Bombay for the sum of Rs. 12,500 by ihe 
year. In thetame manner as these Bhandéris pay, we oblige ourselyea 
to do the samen proportion ; : 

5. In case of war and the invasion of this island (which God forbid) 
if we are deprived of the benefit of drawing our trees, we request the 


~ rent may cease till peace is restored; and during that time that we 


tnay be,allowed a subsistence for us and our families ; 


8, ‘The Mukaédam, Chaughulds, and Trumpeters, with colour-Learers, 
desire you will give them pay monthly, as your Honour shall think 
our service shall deserve ; ‘ 


7. What Bhandéris care to serve the Honourable Company as sepoys, 
your Honour will please to admit them upon the same footing as tho 
Bombay sepoys.' ae 

In seconding the Bhandéris’ request the President remarked they 
avere a useful body of people fit for action and always esteemed faithful 
to the government they lived under, The Board concurs in the opinion 
for giving the petitioners a favourable answer, leaving it to the Presi- 
dent’s management and disposal to admit them-on” such termg of 

> ‘ 


¢ 


3 Public Diary 13 of 1739-40, 422-123, 
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“entertainment as he shall please to adjust with them for the good of | Chapter I, 
the service! History. 
Ata Consultation of the 18th January 1741 thehead or mukddam of the , Weavers? 
weavers represented that a late fire had destioyed most of the weavers’ Houses 
houses and prayed an advance of Rs. 2000 to be repaid in five years destroyed 
without interest, offering to pass his own bond with Rupji Dhanji as Sa Fh tag 


sceurity, As both were mensof property and as the weavers deserved 
encouragement the advance was sanctioned? 


A Consultation of the 9th January 1741 has the following note on — Pepper Trade, 
the pepper trade: Reperusing the letter from Tellicherry by the Pria+ jal, 
eess Louisa, it is observed that the gentlemen particularly desire our 

divections in regard to the assistance necessary to be given the prince 

to enable him to frustrate the encroaching schemes which the French 

are pursuing ; wherein should they meet with success, our Honourable 

Masters will infallibly be deprived of thelr share in the pepper trade. 

After fall consideration it 1s agreed we signify to the gentlemen that 

seeing the occasion was urgent and its consequence so immediately 

tending to continuing our Honourable Masters a share in the pepper 

trade, we acquiesce thereto. At the same time we recommend a constant 

care to keep the charge within the sum specified and when it can be 

done with prudence to bring to an end so heavy an expense.® 


A. Consultation “of the 80th January 1741 notes that for several Armd Escorts 
years when a messenger comes from the neighbouring governments, a 
armed sepoys hive been permitted to land with him. This the Pre- 
sident conceiving to be a dangerous practice which no other European 
nation would allow, had represented the same to the Mardthds and so 
far prevailed on them that the Mardtha tessenger now came without! 
any retinue. As the Sidis had shown displeasure at being denied 
their former state, the Board. agreed that a letter couched in the most 
complaisant terms be despatched,* pas 


The 14th February 1741 the following, publication was. issued : No Bombay 
Whereas treaties and agreements with several powers in these parts stipu- Merchant 
late freedom of commerce to the inhabitants of this island, and thereby Roars 
their goods and vessels are rendered more secure than those*of other » Goods, 
governments ; In consequence of this security some persons eesidmg 1741, 
on this island have conveyed in their vessels merchandise belonging 
to foreigners in nowise entitled to the protection of this Government. 

This practice furnishing a pretext for the seizure of the ships, 
the President and Governor, by and with the advice and consent of 
his: Council, doth hereby publicly order that in future no” inhalitant of 
this island, to whom a pass under the Honourable Company’s seal shall 
be granted, do presume to carry any merchandise other thanewhat 
appertains to, them or is the property of others the subjects of this 
State. To the end that no one may plead ignorance of this order the 
said President and Governor hath caused these presents to be published 


1 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 17th March 1740, Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 115. 

2 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 13th Jan, 1741, Pub. Diagy 14 of 1740-41, 13, 

* 8 Bom. Goy, Consultation, 9th.Jan. 1741, Pub, Diary 14 of 1740-41, 6-7. 
* # Bom. Gov. Consultation, 80th Jan. .1741,-Pab, Diary 14 of 1740-41, 52. 
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by beat of drum and affixed in the usual places, Given in Bombay 
Castle this 14th day of February 1741,! 


__A Consultation of the 20th February records the following petition 
of Vandrivan, Rupji Dhanji, Vithaldis Keshavrim, and others the 
principal merchants of Bombay: That your petitioners being inform. 
ed the Honourable Company have been pleased to forbid the sending 
a commisstonary to Mokha, beg leaveeto lay before your Honour 
the consequences that will attend the public and your petitionors 
by not receiving that Jarge sum which for these many years has been 
brought to this island through the countenance and credit of a pers 
sent from hence and from the security of the Honouralle Company's 
vessels. Though the Mokhs freights are at first no more thau consign- 
ments to us from the merchants to the northward, yet from your 
ae returning them such goods as they want, this moncy is 
kept on the island and greatly tends to maintam a current of trade 
equally advantageous to the public as to your petitioners. On the 
other hand, if the opportunity of bringing this freight is missed, the 
noithward merchants would cause their money to be brought at once 
into their own hands and we would then have no tie upon them to send 
their boats to us for cargoes. By the loss of this beneficial trade fiom 
the north the Honourable Company would lose imports which contri- 
bute no tniflmg sum to the customs. To your petitioners the failure 
of the north trade will be fatal, as it is mainly with this money and 
from the profits of this trade that we are able te carry on our business 
and maintain ourselves and families. 


Except Mr. Morley, who thought such action might subject him 
to the displeasure of his Honourable Masters, the Board agrees that 
to cease sending a commigsion and escort to Mokha would imperil the 
trade to the northward. After debate agreed that a calculate be framed 
and laid before us at next meeting of the excess cost involyed in sending 
a ship and a servant over the expenses incurred if the vessel were to 
remain iff Bombay. . ‘ 

At a Consultation held the 26th February 1741 the calculate for the 
Rose galley thowed an excess cost fox the voyage to Mokha of Rs. 1224 
nd exqgss earning of Rs. 4600, that is a balance of Rs, 3376 in favour 
of the voyage compared with the result of keeping her ashore in 
Boniday and of Rs. $345 compared with the result of keeping her 
afloat in Bombay harbour, Agreed, Mr. Morley excepted, that the Rose 
galley be ordered to Mokha in the proper season Mr. Charles Crommelin 
taking passape on her.8 The details of the estimate ate interesting : 


‘ 


° : . 

1 Sec, Ont, Let. Book 8 of 1738-1741. 2 

3 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 20th Feb. 1741, Pub Diary 14 of 1740-41, 85, 38, 89, 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 26th Feb. 1741, Tub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 97, 100. 
Voyage to Mokha: Dr. To expenses, Rs, 2000; a present for the (Rose)* galley, 
Ba, 200 ; extraordinary charges that will be incurred by the Jfose galley going to 
Mokha more than by lying ashore in the rains as per calculate, Ts. 12z32-44; total 
Ra. 8423-2-44. Cr, By freight of treasure last year (1739-40) amounted to Rs. 5600, 
Deduct the captain’s one-fqurth part, Rs. 1400; add coinage duty ane per cent on 
about Rs, 2,60,000, Rs. 2630; total Rs 6900. Deduct per contra Ra, 3423 2-44, 
Balance (gain) Ra, 3376-1-56. Publie Diary, 14 of 1740-41, 9% * 7 i 
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Maintenance of Rose Galley, 1741. 
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° 


A Consultation of the 26th February 1741 reeordst Our whole 'fleet 
being now lymg m port, ordered that, should the enemy be abroad, so 


ron as the Restoration, Drince of Wales, and Neptune are-wictualled, | , 


they be sent to cruize to the southward. to protect the trade.! 


. At a Consultation, the 30th July 1741, the Board notes: Recourse 
to the Couit’s commands of the 11th March 1735, shows the Court has 
already pointed out a method for preventing their affairs being involved 
through the sale of ghips by private persons, Resolved and o1dered_as 
a standing rule {hat no ship or vessel under the Enghsh protection do 
proceed to the Gulf of Persia till tae owners have previously entered into 
a bond undera penalty of Rs. 40,000, not to dispose of such ehip or 
vessel either at Scindy, Maskat, Persia, Basra, or other place or port 
in the Gulf, without. the eonsent of the President and Council of Bombay 
.or the- Agent and Council of Gombroon. And that’ by the fist 
opportunity we apprise the Presidencies of Bengal and Madras of this 
iesolution transmitting at the same time copy of the above paragiaph 
from the Honourable Court of Directors in hopes of their acquiescence for 


wrest a 


? 1 Pabhe Diary 14 of 1740-41, 98 : 
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. 
avoiding the ill consequences that. will otherwise’ sooner ot Inter 
ensue, : 

At a Consultation, the 19th Jane 1741, the President acquaints the 
Board that since tite latest advices ftom Europe scem to consider war with 
France unavoidable he had been consulting the most proper measures fur 
obviating any attempts on Bombay from the sea. To that end he bad 
ordered the gunner and bambardier to mount the largest and most 
trustworthy guns on the seaward bastions. They had represented that 
notwithstanding the number of caniages eeemingly in readiness, want 
of iron capsquares male them useless for action. As all the smiths ou 
the island were employed on other material work, agreed we write to 
the Chief and Factors at Surat to procure 25 smiths to whom they may 
promise the Bombay rate of Rs. 4 for every ewt. of iron wrought. As 
a further encouragement we agtee to a monthly allowance for proviriott 
which we leave to the Surat Cpuneil to fix on the most reat onable terms. 


At a Consultation, the 8rd November 1741, the President 
communicates to the Board news that a small chip belonging to the 
Portuguese and a large French man-of-war were arrived at Goa. The 
Portuguese ship gave out she parted with four others and the French 
ship with five of her nation bound toe India, with which it was hinted 
the French were to assist the Portuguese in regaining their country, We 
are afraid this will end in giving the Portuguese a footing in these parts, 
Besides should a war break out between our nations, the three larye thi», 
with whom we have none that aie able to cope, would prove terribly 
destructive te our affairs, In this uncertain situation it is deemud 
right to put our island in the best posture of defence that can be devised. 
Tt is therefore directed that a line of guns be mounted on the platform 
before the Bandar. A prottction is much wanted for the secunty of the 
landing place and dock’ ' 


Ata Consultation, the 15th May 1741, the President moves to the 
Board that since, notwithstanding all precautions and orders, the escape 
of people? more particularly of our European seamen and soldiers, is bo 
frequent as greatly to injure the public service and the island in geneial, 
4. publication be issued, offering a reward of Rs. 10 for every pcron 
{excepting laboureis) who shall be stopped or detected in an attempt to 
eonvey themselves secretly off the place. Also that in oder that the 
punishment may bo adequate to their crime it is  eesdece that if the 
persons so attempting to elope are employed by the Honourable Company, 
the amount of the gratuity be afterwards deducted from their pay. To 
this the Boardsagrees . ; 


At a Consultation, the 10th Jely 1741, read several depositions 
relating to the recent conveying away one Babu with his family and 
the flight of Wodou (Udhav) Néik the treasury shroff. The President: 
remarks that he had been under the necessity of promising a pardon te 
Rémset Danbéji to secure his evidence. At the.same tume Rimset 


1 Bome Gov, Consultation, 30th Jaly 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 272." These, 
rules were framed to guard against, the establishment of a navy by Nadir Shah (1736 
3747}. See below page 287 note 6. - Sh i bate Se 

3 Bombay Gay, Consultation, 1%h June 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 23) 
“3 Bombay Gov, Congultation, 3rd Nov. 1741, Pub, Diary 14 of 1740-41, 449. ‘ 

* Bombay Gov, Consultation, 15th May 1741, Pub; Diary 14.of 1740-4}, 19). 
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is suspected of contributing to the departure of others, the Board agrees 
he should be directed “te remove from this island receiving such 
recompense as may be found reasonable fo1 eny loss he may sustam from , 
leaving his house or otherwise. Chaya Thakur admits he assisted in 
cariyimg off Balu and his family. For so heinous an offence he is 
directed to receive a public whipping at Bombay of 39 lashes, and, within 
a month after, the like nupaber at Mdzgaon, then to be confined at 
labour on the town ditch for the term of six months, and afterwards 
to be transported from this island, never more to be permitted to return. 
The charge against Bhiku Sinay junior of beingin company with Udhav 
Nvik is not proved At the same time as several of Udhav’s effects 
were found seereted in Bhiku Sinay’s house, there is just cause to 
suspect him. It is therefore directed that Bhiku be dismissed his 
present employ in the custom-house and be deemed meapable of holding 
any trust im any branch of our Honourable Masters’ affars. 


Since such people as eseape from Bombay are generally entertained 
by the Mardthds to be made use of hereafter if occasion serve, agreed we 
eannot be too cautious and nice in our enquiries who comes or goes 
from this island. The better to be informed on this point, proposed 
that two capable upright and intelligent persons be stationed at the 
passages of Bombay Mdhim and Sion, to keep at each place exact 
registers of all that come and go, noting the day of landing, to whose 
hous¢ they say they will repair, and the time of deparhure, reportme 
every fifteen days to the President of all strangers remamuing on the island, 
To seoure the accurate record of all resorters, no stranger shall be 
allowed to leave the island except at the place he lafded. Nor may any 
one go ashore at Mdzgaon or elsewhere wythout making his appearance 
at Bombay Custom-house, at Mahim, or at Sion, to be there registered. 
Tins proposition is approved and ordered to have effect from the Ist of 
August (1741).! . ° 

At a Consultation, the 10th December 1741, read the following 
letter from Captain James Inchbird, dated. Sion Fort lst December ° 
1741: The last five years of my service have been spent m the 
command of Sion Fort with its dependencies, On tlus post, when first 
I had charge, were large detachments of officers, Europeans, topasses, 
supoys, and the Company’s slaves, For some time there was no house 
or place convenient for the provision or entertainment of the officers of 
£0 large a garrison. To meet this want I built a convenient house not 
only for the officers but to provide room for the Coffrees (Zanzibar slaves), 
provisions, as also a cookroom and all other conveniemwes. As the 
detachments are now removed, except the rice store-house for the four 
companies there ‘vill not be so great a necessity for such house. ,Thig 
induces me to petition your Honour and the Honourable Couneil to take 
thé buildings off my hands on the Honourable Company’s account at 
such a price as you shall think most reasonable.? 


Considering on this matter we must own the purchase of the said 
house does not appear absolutely requisite, and indced we might do 
‘without it. Yet as the services of Captain Inchbird ought undoubtedly 


ne ne arte A LR 


41 Bom, Gov, Consultation, 10th J aly 1741, Pub, Diary 14 of 1740-41, 243-246, 
® Pablic Diary 14.0f1740-41,50,. °° ~°-~ : 
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s 

to entitle him to some marke of indnlgence,,and as our Tunsurabte 

Masters m their commands by the Priucess Louisa expressed therusclyves 
not against a gratuity whie& they had conceived had been given him 

by the late President and Council although in reahty he received no 

such favour, we presume they will not censure us fof gratifying bin. 

Me fete agree the buildings be taken over at the cost price of 

Rs. 1283. . 


A Consultation of the 6th November 1741 records: The watch that 
eame out in the Queen Caroline packet for Béprdv having been sent 
to his son, and the receipt thereof acknowledged with a complainaut, 
answer for the favour, the Board think it will be best to omit ehargmg 
Bajirdv anything for the mendmg but make him a compliment therevf, 
in regard to the frendship which subsists between our governments. 
The land paymaster is therefore directed to pay unto Captain Inchbud 
the sum of Rs. 216-2-28 whoch was disbursed upon that account by 
lis order in England? 

A Consultation of the 22nd February 1742 records: The intended 
marriage of one of the late Bajirdév’s sons having been in the 
aecustomary manner notified to the President, and in such case, 
as has been already observed, a present is unavoidable, it is therefore 
agreed that the following articles be sent by a proper messenger*: 


6 Shawls of Rs. 20 each... a ree wae EN 
1 Gold chain ‘ ale Ss 105 
1 Sare or covering for a woman see “ we «40 
Putaks or goldeans a. eT ee Ce 
Charges that will be incurred for the person gent 1. 50 

- .  Fotal Bs. 390 


At a Consultation, the 2nd February 1742, the President represents 
that several boats and vessels being in readiness to proceed northward 
the merchants bave been very pressing for a convoy: At tlus juncture 
it is eerfain any of our vessels can be but ill spared from the ummediate 
guard and protection of dur island. The repeated daily reports of the 
Maratha designs and of’ large bodies of troops in our neighbourhowd 

, aro so generally known as not to need a rental, and though the 
"President does not take upon him to assert the trutly or falsity of those 
rumours, yet prudence forces him to declare that the perfidy: of those 
people can never admit of confidence in them. Consequently that our 
safety must depend on a constant guard being observed and showmg a 
readiness to the utmost of our power to resist ther designs, The 
protection of the trade more immediately carried on hy the subjects and 
dependents of this island is a duty equally incumbent onus mot 
espegially considering the numerous rovers who infest these parts aa well’ 
tothe north asta the south. Any incapacity to protect our subjects must’ 
inevitably simak our credit and render us mean in the eyes even of our 
own people, Still it is extremely difficult for our force to provide for 
these several services. In the present case, were we fo order. the: 
gtabs now off Warli to start as convoys te Surat, their return would 


~ 1} Bom. Gov. Consultation, 10th Deg: 1741, Pub, Diary 14 of 1740-41, 497-498," « 
® Bom. Gov, Cougultation, 6th Nov. I741, Pub, Diacy 14 of 1740-41, 452...” 
- * Boni. Gov. Consultatiod, 22nd Feb. 1742, Rub. Tuory 14 of 1741-42, H4- 115, - 
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depend on the @oming back of the vessels and boats, who proceed to 
Cambay ‘and other ports further northward. Meanwhile the extent 
of this island from Malabir Point to the°entrance of Mahim river, » 
wuuld be exposed to a descent from the Mardthds. On the whole 
therefore the President, proposes that the Trial sloop with one of the 
largest galivats be appointed to proceed with the merchant vessels for 
Surat; and that orders be privately sent to the Commanders of the 
Bombay and ftestoration grabs to see them as high as St. John’s and 
then instantly return back. This will not require many days and 
the others may with little danger go on to Surat and with the addition 
of the London sloop and Tiger galivat now there, they will be of 
competent force to protect the boats to the other northern places, 
That the gentlemen at Surat must be directed to give us precise 
information of the day they intend to despatch them back, when we 
can take the proper measures and order ,vessels to meet and secure 
them in their passsage hither. After full consideration the members 
agree with the President ; and the Superintendent is directed to give 
the proper orders to the vessels conformable to this resolution.! 


At the same meeting (2nd February 1742) the Board consider the 
request of the Bombay custom master for directions regarding the 
rates of convoy to be levied on small sAibars, According to the 
present, scale, a boat of only 20 khandis pays equal to one of 100, In 
order to put the same on a more equitable footing it is directed that 
in future all boats under 20 khandis pay no convoy duty, from 20 
to 50 kAandis Rs. 5, and from 50to 100 khandis Ks, 10 each trip or 
voyage. The existing rates on larger vessels to be continued,? 


A Consultation of 2nd March 1742 records the followihg: A person 
now on the island belonging to the Cutch R’jja requests some brass 
and iron guns may besold him. It is certain we have brass guns in 
store, and, though for many obvious reasons the Board afe against the 
sale of such articles, as our Honourable Masters were at a great 
expense in procuring and sending the guns hither with the ébjgct of 
securing a profitable sale, it is agreed to empower the storekeeper to’ 
dispose of the number desired, being eight of 2, 8, 4, and 6 pounders’ 
brass cannon, charging at the rate of Rs. 120 the ewt,$ . 

A letter from the Court dated the 11th March 1742 notices that by 
the Consultation of the 3rd April 1741 it appears that three of our ve&sels 
ordered on a cruise to the south, instead of continuing the same, put 
into Goa and stayed there for some time at the Viceroy’s desire, 
Though this met with approbation at Bombay, we ean by no means 
acquiesce init. Our marine force js not designed for the defence of 
other people’s territories, to the neglect of our own trade and othe 
exposure of it to Angria’s depredations.* 

Inthe same letter of the 11th March the Directors continue: We ar¢ 
greatly dissatisfied that the Rose galley should again be sent to Mokha 
contrary to our former orders, Once for all we ‘absolutely forbid the 


tt 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 2nd Feb. 1742, Pub, Diary 15 of 1741-42, 63-65,. 
2 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 2nd Feb. 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 66. —. 
3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 2nd March 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42,-122. 
“4 Court to Bombay 11th Mar, 1742 para, 9, Pub; Dep. Ct.’s L, Vol. 3 of 1742-51, 2, 
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Chaptey I. sending any of our vesscls to Mokha‘in future, Our design in main- 

History. taining them can be answered only by their constant employment 
eagainst the enemy and in witching ius motions. 

Storm, A Consultation of 11th September 1742 records: This day had an 

viAz exceedingly hard storm of wind and rain. The ships in the road drove 


from their anchers, and a large Moor ship parting her cablea ran ashora 
between Cross Island and Dongri. The Momereett and Sadisbury van 
foul, the Somersett breaking her main yard and part of the quarter valley, 
and receiving, it is believed, other damage; the Salisbury’s head was 
carried away and part of the eutwater. The gale was so excvesive ag 
has not been exceeded in the memory of many now on the spot. 


Three days later, 14th Séptember, the President Jays before the 
Council reports from the several outposts of the damage done through 
the late storm’: Mézgaon Fort house untiled ; the thatched posts at Cooley , 
Bandar and Sidi Bandar Wlown down; also Drong Battery, thoug 
having a thick wall of stones and covered wjth tiles; Suri houses or 
sheds untiled, and the gnard rooms to the eastward very leaky, though 
paved’ with stone cemented with mortar; Candala and Marine Batteries 
untiled and the roof so damaged that the sepoys guarding there can hava 
no shelter when if rains, The President goes’ on to observe that 
Mazgaon is of no strength and that Cooley and Sidi Bandars are all 
the same as is Drong Battery, ‘These places are of no furtheruse than 
to prevent boats landing front Sdlsette or the main, and Innder people 
going off this island, no boats being permitted to land in any of the 
bays or creeks betwixt Sion and Suri or Suri and Bombay without 
first having a permit from the customer of Bombay or Méhim. Suri 
commands a large bay and his been thought a necessary security that 
way. As he conceives all.the pre-mentioned small posts are requisite for 
auswering the end proposed, he notes that making light cajan hutches 
or roofs with ‘ordinary tiles only draws on a constant expense and in the 
end is much more chargeable than doing them well at firet, Provided 
they are thought necessary, he proposes to direct the engineor to 

estimate the expense at every place for rendering them firm and seeure, 

. subjécteonly hereafter to the turning of tiles, which is but a small 
*matter, To this the Board agree, and will form gheir determination 
when the estumate is laid before them.* ‘ 


That two days later (16th September) details were submitted showing 
in the Mahim and Bombay orchards the storm had blown down J} jacks, 

517 eocoa-palms, 3 brabs, 20 betelpalms, 7} mangoes, and 2 poons.* 
Bombay the . Onthe 18th March 1743 the Court write: In case you have 
Be iene reason to apprehend that any speties of goods will at some periods 
: sell better at Surat than Bombay, we would have them disposed of 
accordingly, although in general we choose that the sales should be’ 
made on the island in ade to render it the grand mart on your side 
of India ~ ; : ‘ 

t a 


. 
é 


} Court to Bombay 11th Mar. 1742 para, 65, Pub. Dep. Ct.’s L. Vol. 3 of 1742-51, 9. 
® Bom. Gov. Consultation, 1th Sept. 1742, Pab. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 428. 

® Bom, Goy. Consultation, 14th Sept. 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 433-432... 

4 Bom. Goy. Diary 16th Feb, 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 441. Ih eee 
.» Court $o Bombay 13th Mar. 1743 para, 41, Pab. Dep. Ct.’a L, Vol. 3 of 1742-1751. 
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French War (1744 to 1808). 


tation of war with France and Spain requires you and all our History 
servants to exert all possible sagacity | or the preservation of our : 
property trade and estate. “Our Secret War Committee for the eur- Re ee 
rent year are Sanmel Feake, Dodding Braddyll, Alexander Hume, and w4. 
William Mabbott, Esquires, or any thretof them. What orders and 

directions may be given by those gentlemen for the security of our 

shipping and settlements must be strictl'y complied with and obeyed 

aaif signed by the whole Court of Directors.' 


On the 10th January 1745 the Court \wrote: With respect to the Etfect of the 
Surat piecegoods, as the war has put a stop to the Guinea trade, we are bead 
obliged to direct you, if it can convenietitly be done, to lesser the 
jnvestment pet ae | last year. As you may depend upon having very 
small orders from us this year for Guinea goods, we desire you to 
forward a large stock of treasure to Bengal for carrying on our 
important investment there? 


A Consultation of the 26th April 1746 records: For the protection English Fleet, 
of the Honourable Company’s trade {n these parts against the 1746. 
depredations of the French and Spaniards, the King has been pleased 

to send out eight men-of-war who have ‘taken all the French ships 

teturnme from China with those from the Gulfs of Mckha and 

Persia with some others of less note. One of His’ Majesty’s ships is 

now here and. four more are expected.$ 


The 7th May 1746 the Directors wrote: His Majesty haying 
judged proper that a squadron of his ships should cruise agaist the 
Frenchand Spaniards in the Indian Seas, \you must not enter into 
any neutrality.* : ; 

At a Consultation of 23rd October 1746 the Gouncil tecord: French take 
Reports of the French having taken Fort St. George being Madras, 
come to our black merchants from their correspondents af different 1746. 
parts, as likewise to, the President from Tellicherry and Goa, with the 
additional circumstance noticed in all those advices that thé next 
designs of the French are against this place and the Honourable 
Company’s pepper settlements, it behaves the Board, as the coast 
settlements were supplied by the Pelham with such stores as could be 
spared, to provide for the safety of this island. Although Bombay is 
in good condition against all country enemies, yet as the European 
manner of attacking a town differs’ widely from that of the Indians, 
some additional works are judged necessary towards the sea side, the 


On the 10th April 1744 the Court oP ren wrote: The decla- Chapter I. 


1Court to Bombay 10th April 1744 paras. 2 and 3, Pub. Dep., Court's Letters 
Vol, 3 of 1742-1751, 105. These orders were repeated in letters of the 2lat Dec. 1744 
“and of the 10th Jan. 1745, Vol. 3, 113, 114, 117, 
‘4 Dourt to pomhey 10th Jan. 1745 paras, 12 and 13, Pub. Dep Court’s L. Vol. 3 of 
1742-1751, 118. 
2 Bom, Gov Consultation, 26th April 1746, Pub Diary 19 of 1746, 139, 
ase a to Bombay 7th May 1146 ,ara 29 Pob. Dep. Conrt’s L, Vol. 3 of 1742 - 
1751, 129. : 
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better to annoy such ships of jthe enemy as may be stationed jn the 
road to bombard the town ;f considering also that the ruhe slanp’s 
complement of sailors andedetachment of soldiers will he @ considerul.loe 
addation to our force, the Boatid is of opinion she had better be detained 
for that purpose. This is specially suitable as the Success galley, a 
good sailing vessel, is now under despatch to the Gulf of Persin, by 
whont our advices to the Honqurable Company may be forwarded when 
we can learn more certain ajnd particular accounts concerume the 
misfortune befallen Madras. { Resolved, therefore, that the Dock Pier 
Head be enlarged so as to/mount nine guns in the faco towuids 
the road and two more for flanking the face of the Royal Bastion ; that 
the wall of communication be duly repaired, the foundation of whuh 
not being at first properly syistained is much weakened by the constant 
avashing of the sea and /part of it actually fallen; that os the 
eondition of the casemated part of the said bastion is sy bul u to 
vender any guns placed theré unserviceable, it must be pulled down and 
‘a dry ditch made along the face of theSaid bastion, the enclosures af 
that casemated part not being above two fe2t from the surface uf the 
ground! 


The same Consultation continues: With regard to the reinforcements 
required to preserve this island against any attempts of the Fiench, 
the President acquaints thé Board that the French have wntlen to 
Goa for wheat, arrack, and} other necessaries to be provided there for 
their fleet. In return for this 1b may not be unreasonable to conjecture 
that the Portuguese will get the French to assist in retaking their 
northern territories from thé Mardthas. Should the French agive and 
succeed, our enemy wall hajve the use of the port of Bassemn within 
seven leagues of this island! Instead of joining the Portuguese, should 
the French directly on coming attempt this island, itis observed phat al 
advices notice that in return for presents they were befriended by the Nabob 
of Arcot, Though wé have no reason to doubt Bajirdv’s willingness 
to keep on good terms {with this Government, yet some of his petty 
governors of sea-ports Had probably be brought over by presents to 
assist our enemy. Taking all the circumstances into consideration, it 
is unafiimously agreed | that the President write to the Chief of Surat 
to raise with all possible expedition for the present season 2000 
men of arms consisting of Arabs Turks and others of different 
nations, preferable to their being all Moors or of any other one 
nation, Further, as the Sidis are a very resolute and warlike people, 
and from the assistance they have often received likely to be 
attached to this Government, xt is resolved to send to Janjira Captain 
James Sterling, who speaks the language, with the President’s letter 


‘toethe Sidi asking leave to enlist 200 men. Except a party of 
about 200, the Sids and the 2000 reeruits from Surat will be 


encamped in the body of the island ready on the shortest notice to be 
sent to any part where they may be wanted. That the Honourable 
Company’s covenant servants, with such other English inhabitants as are 
capable of bearing arms, be stationed upon the works in such manner 


a A re sete td resener anon taenynare crtreserananierncnal 
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as the Governor shall appoint, and- that arms }be accordingly delivered 
out to them. As the French are represented} to beso very powerful, 
it is judged proper that the treasure at th coast settlements, more 
than what is necessary for their immediate ex jpenses, should he removed. 
{op some nentral port or other place of sequrity. Agreed that the 
President write te the Chiefs of Tellicherr'y and Anjengo what is 
necessary ou this subject. In ease the Frencji fleet intends to come 
upon this coast, they will in all probability ari about the end of next 
month (November). To secure our having the quickest advices of them 
it will be necessary that Tellicherry be not without a small advice boat ; 
and that it be wrote to Anjengo to send all necissary advices thither in 
the most expeditious manner, The French majy be expected to call at 
(ha for such provisions and necessaries as are jthere in readiness ; it is 
judged proper that a beat with an intelligent {person be hkewise sent 
to Goa to bring such advices of the French as nay be necessary? 


Four days later(27th October 1746) a Consultation records : Received 
hy patamar express a letter of the 23rd October from the Chief and 
Factors at Surat, acquainting us that the French Chief there has 
received letters from Pondicherry, under date the 10th September, 
advising that Monsieur La Bourdonnais went ly land to M with 
550 Europeans and for three days bombarded ‘the fort by land, as did 
‘their ships by sea, and that on the day of writing\ (September 10th) they 
toukit ; that none of their people were wounded, biit they take no notice of 
the loes of the English; that Tarwari had likewtise received letters in 
28 days from Madras and 25} from Arcot, advising that the French, 
to the number of 5000 Europeans and Indians, ‘had attacked the place 
for two days, while eight of their ships bombarded\ it from the sea; that 
Governor Morse, not finding the place ‘defensifle, delivered it up 
on the 10th and afterwards ransomed it for 1] lakhs of pagodas 
(its, 33 lakhs), eight to be paid immediately and the rest to be made good 
in a few days when the French were to deliver the place to the English.? 

Next day (28th October 1746) has this entry: Received by patumar 
a letter from thé Chief and Factors at Surat, dated the 21st October, 
acknowledging receipt of ours of the 3rd and advising us that the 
French took Madras on the 10th September (O. 8.); that the Frénch had 


£000 Europeans and 10,000 of the Karndtak men, dnd thatstheir fleet” 


was actually in Madras Road. As there was no news of our men-of- 
wart it was supposed they were gone to the eastward, not finding 
themselves a match for the French fleet. 

A Consultation of the 30th October recordsthe follajwing further 
information; The French had 5000 men whom by giving the governor 
of Arcot one lakh of pagod4s they were able to land at St, Thomas ; 
that in three days they had about 100 men killed and that our men suffered 
likewise ; that though the place was well stored with ammunition, pro- 
vision and tuen, on the fourth day Governor Morse thought proper to sur- 


1 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 23rd Oct. 1746, Pub. Diary 19 of 1746, 445 - 447, 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 27th Oct.1746, Pub. Diary 19 ef 1746, 55£- 355, Forrest's 
Tome Senes, IL. 79. ~ / 
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render on the following ter(ms: To pay the French eleven lakhs of pagodis 
and to deliver them the (lompany’s goods that were on the spot, after 
which the place was tobe restored tothe English; that the first 
payment of eight Mkhs off pagodas had been made and the Company's 
goods sent on board the jFrench ships, and that if a day or two the 
remaining three ldkhs would be discharged. The French would then 
deliver the place and reflurn to Pondicherry, That the French did 
not plunder one house, )nor did a private person lose a rupee; thut 
dunng the three days the gates were shut the country peons whom 
the English had entertained had broken' down several houses and 
committed some robbieries. That the English at Tellicherry had 
removed. their effects to Calicut, expecting every moment to be attacked 
by the French who had {some ships cruising there, and that they lad 
taken a vessel out of Telli Road Certain Armenian advices added 
the followmg details: That the French bombarded Madras three days 
and on the fourth day Giovernor Morse delivered it to the Trench, wis 
seed English goods jewels and money to the amount of ten millious 
of pagodas and sent it by their ships to Pondicherry ; that they touched 
nothing that was claimed by the Armenians or country people; that 
after the place was pifndered, Monsieur La Bourdonnais agreed to 
dehyerit to the English i consideration of eleven lakhs of pagodés. With 
this Governor Dupleix fras displeased and desired Mon. La Bourdonnais 
either to raze the place’ or to keep it till orders arrived from France 
This La Bouidonnais frefused to do, saying he would be auswerable to 
the King for his actio The French were to leave Madras the 29th 
September and pracee¢] to other conquests.) 


A Consultation of/ the 3pd April 1747 records: It being psobable 
that during the rainé weshall have no occasion for the northern forces 
that were raised against any French attempt on this island, it is 
agreed that, except the 200 Sidis who, if willing, may go to Fort St. 
David, they may with a month’s wage be discharged and sent to Surat 


on the Princess,A ugueta and the other vessels now bound thither.? 


The 24th April the Council record: Considering what supplies of 
men can be possibly spared for Fort St. David, it is agreed that Ensign 
Willianis, with 68 European soldiers, 200 good topasses, and, as the 
Sidis decline to go, 115 of our garrison sepoys, including their officers, 
be sent to Madras under command of Captain Thomas Andrews ; also 


‘six quarter gunners under the direction of Mr. Hugh Flinn, our 
-gunner’s first mate, Directed, therefore, that Captain Andrews with the 


Furopean soldiers take passage on board the Warwick; that Ensign 
Williams with the topasses proceed on the JIchester; and that Mr. 
Fhon, with the quarter gunners 4s also the sepoys, be sent on the 
Princess Augusta j 


The 25th February 1747 the Court wrote: The trade to Guinca 


continuing very dull -and not -likely to -improve during the -war, 


1Bom, Gov. Consultation, 30th Oct. 1746,-Pub Dusry 19 ‘of 1746,' 353-358. 
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our servants at Surat must not exceed the quantity of piecegoods 
mentioned in the list of investment.! 


‘ : 
The 2nd December 1748 the Court wrote: A treaty of general ° 
peace is happily concluded between Great Britain France and Holland, 


to which Germany Spain and the other powers engaged in the late 
war have acceded,? oP 


During the time of uneasiness the relations with the Sidi and the 
arrangements regarding Underi continued satisfactory. A. Consulta- 
tion of the 10th May 1745 records: The Sidi’s commanding oflicer at 
Underi having written the President of his necessity for laying in 
provisions for the rainy season, the Board decide that Rupji Dhanji see 
SU moruhs of batty and other stores be duly provided by the Sidi’s 
agent and the amount be paid out of the treasury and hills taken for 
the same, @ 


At a Consultation the 26th April 1746 Government observe that 
notwithstanding the Sidis are somewhat backward in discharging 
their debt, yet as the expense of assisting them to keep Underi is now 
only about Rs. 650 a month, it is agreed that we continue helping 
them to preserve that island from falling into the Mardthds’ or the 
Angrids’ hands.! 

The 7th May 1746 the Court of Directors write: We observe with 
satisfaction that our Chief and Council at Surat have at length fully 
recovered the Sidi’s debt. We acquiesce in your taking the island of 
Underi under our protection for twelve months, the Sidis having 
engaged to pay the whole expense, and made over the island to us as 
pisiced ig See to it at the year’s end that they duly reimburse the ” 
charge. 


A Consultation dated 19th June 1747 records: The>Sidis having 
some few days past desired to be eased of the charge of maintaining 
our people at Underi, the President acquainjs the Board that, as at 
this time of the year the Sidis are under no apprehensions of being 
attacked, he ordered the account to be made up to the end of April: 
The result was a balance of Rs. 2001-2-47 against the Sidi, of which, 
Rs, 681-1-64 were the charge of maintaining our people at *Underi 
from the end of January to the end of April, and the remaining 
‘Rs, 1320-0-83 were for sundry stores the Sidis desired to keep for 
the defence of the island. This account was accepted by the govern- 
ing Sidi and laid on the Council table. The President further acquaints 
the Board that he has received a letter from the Sidi’s Killedér or chief 
officer at Underi, informing him df his having surprised the fort of 
Thal, which was in the possession of Man4ji Angtia. To maintamn the 
garrison at Thal the Killeddr desires he may be supplied with 400 


a Oourt to Bombay 25th Feb. 1747 para 44 Public Dep. Court’s L, Vol. 3 of 1742- 
St, 139, , 
2 Court to Bombay 2nd Dec. 1748-1751 para. 4, Court’s L, Vol. 3 of 1742-1751. 
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Musalmém sepoys for the space of dne month with sundry warlike 
stores, On this the President observes that as in 1737 this Govern- 
ment mediated a peace betWeen the Sidis and Ménsji Aderia, wherein 
on certain conditions it was stipulated that the district of Thal should 
belong to Méndji, especially while Underi was under the Company’s 
piotection, it was wrong in the Sidis, unless from some speeial cause, ta 
commit any hostilities against Manaj: without previously advising the 
Bombay Government to prevent Ménaji taking offence. The President 
proposes writing to assure Méndji that he was entirely unacquainted 
with the capture of Thal till the affair was over. The President further 
proposes to write to the Sidi to know his reasons for seizing the fort of 
Thal, and to say with regard to the stores that it is not consistent with 
the Honourable Company’s orders for us to spare them. Still as they 
are in fmendship with us they may purchase them m Bombay if they 
are to behad. As to the requjsition for sepoys, the President obsers es we 
have none of our own to spare, but as they lately permitted us to cnlut 
people in their country it is but reciprocal they should have the hke 
liberty here, although, it is believed, they will be able to find few 
in Bombay that will prove of much service. All this the Buard 
approves. 

The 13th October 1747 the President acquaints the Board that a 
letter received on the 11th from Ménéji Angria gives information of 
his retaking the fort of Thal from the Sidis. As Ménéji and the 
Sidis have Intherto been backward in coming to terms, the President 
proposes to endeavour to settle their differences on the same good 
terms as hefore—d result of great advantage to the Sidis who, in a 
manner, are mainly supported by this Government, This the Board 
approves.* 

The 8th December 1747 the President acquaints the Board that he 
is informed tlte Sidi’s killed4r at Underi has had some thousand rupees 
remitted from Shéhu Réja and by various formations seems to be 
setting “up for thimself ¢ndependent of the government of Janjira. 
This, the President is well assured, is contrary to the intentiois of 
‘the Janjira government. As only 80 of our men, including officers, 
eave ab Underi, to prevent treachery on the part of the kulleddr, he 
judges’ it necessary to send to Underi the Defiance prahm* with 
‘miltary officer and-40 men to assist our people asbore in case of neces- 
sity. Toths the Board agrees. 


A Consultation of the 8th March 1748 records: The Sidis at Underi 
as well as the*goyerning Sidi at Janjira, wishing our peoplé and prahms 
to be withdrawn from Underi as the misunderstandmg between them 
is aan end, resolved that our men and boats be accordingly recalled 
and the accounts transmitted to Janjira for the Sidi’s approval and for 
giving bills on Sidi Masut at Surat for the amount.5 


7 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 19th June 1747, Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 212-213, 
e Eom, Gov Consultation, 13th Oot. 1747, Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 367 -368, 
ra a forthe Duteh praam, a flat-bottomed boat) Forrest's Mardtbr Senes, I. 
4 Bom, 'Gov, Consultation, 8th Dec, 1747, Pub. Diar 
WG : . Diary 20 of 1747, 461 
. Pees Gov. Consultation, 8th March 1748, Tob, Miary 21 of 1748, 88, 
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Two days later (10th March} the Defiance and Triumph prahms 
returned to Bombay from Underi with all the people that had been at 
Underi! 

On the 16th August 1745 in the, Diary of the Court of Oyer and 
Termmner, the entry occurs: The Justices beng this day assembled 
agieed that the office of scavenger should be abolished and that the 
clerk of the market see to it that the inhabrtants clean the streets before 
therr respective doors, or otherwise they are to be fined. The Justices 
fmther ordered that the prisoners should be :emoved to the allotted 
louse in the Marine Yard and that the Shenff charge no commission 
upon the assessment? 


A Consultation the Ist July 1746 records : Sidi Masut requesting to 
be supphed with two four-pounder and six six-pounder iron guns for the 
use of Ins grab, the storekeeper is directed to dehver them accordingly 
at the rate of Rs. 18 per ewt. the price sharged our own inhabitants, 
taking care duly to receive the amount before the guns ave delivered $ 

As regards the relations between the Bombay Government and the 
local powers, the Court wrote, 7th May 1746. We are very glad 
that you continue on good terms with your neighbours the Mardéthds, 
For the benefit of our island you will do well to cultivate a friendship 
with them, always being watchful against any surprise. So long as 
their suecessors (successes) 1n the countries adjacent to them do not 
encroach upon our property, or impede our investments, you must 
keep neuter with respect to the contending parties.‘ 

In the following year (25th February 1747) the Court resume : We 
are nghly pleased that you still .continue on good terms with the 
Maréthis, and entirely approve of spariiig them a small quantity of 
shot mm order to avoid all manner of disgust. Although for the 
Lenefit of the island we recommend harmony and agreement with them, 
yet at the same time in the best manner to guard the passes or ferries 
we must caution you against surprise, by a strict discipline of the 
military stationed at the passes and in our vessels.6 * 

Of Nadir Shah’s (1740-1745) efforts to make Persia a maritime power, 
a Consultation of the 19th January 1747 records: As the’ common 
people belonging to Nédir Shah’s two ships have been lately very 
tioublesome to the poorer sort of our inhabitants, the President 
acquaints the Board that to prevent the ill consequences that might 
otherwise ensue, he has given orders forbidding those people to go out 
of the town gates? 


s 

¥ Bom, Gov. Consultation, 10th March 1748, Pub, Diary 21 of 1748, 89. 

% Diary of Court of Oyer and Terminer, 16th Aug. 1745, Vol. 119 of 1749-1745, 
61-€2, Fovrest’s Home Series, IT. 412. 

3 Bom. Gov Consultation, Ist July 1746, Pub. Diary 19 of 1746, 212, 

*Court to Bombay 7th May 1746 paras, 26 and 27, Pub, Dep, Court’s L. Vol. 3 of 
1742-1761, 128 
© SConrt to Bombay 26th Feb, 1747 para 47, Pub, Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 8 of 
1742-761, 139-140. 
- 8 Bombay Gov Consultation 19th January 1747, Pub, Diary 20 of 1747, 27, When 
the mind of N4dir (1745) was m its most disturbed and frensied state, he contimued to 
brood over those plans which he had chemshed m his happrer days. He ‘gnmously 
desired ta encourage trade; and thought that lus country would not only become 
wealthier, but more powerful, sf he could form a navy, ~ The aid of an enterprising but 
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Tn their lefter of the 25th Hen y 1747 the Court approve the 
punishment inflicted on contraband trade with Angria, They write: 
The laudable fine and confisgation for the contraband trade with Angria 
carried on by one of your inhabitants, will deter others from such 
illicit bad practices. 

In the same letter (25th February 1747) the Court add: We 
entirely approve the protection granted $o a wealthy merchant who 
retived from Surat. We perceive with satisfaction that the Moghal 


government at Surat was not offended or at least shewed no resentment 
upon the occasion. 


Some inhabitants of Bombay having been detected in letting out 
six fishing boats to freight to one Trimbak Pant, a merchant of Sdlsvtte, 
contrary to a pubbeation issued by this Government in February 1740, 
the Bombay Council at their Consultation on 7th September 1747 re- 
solved that the owners of five of the vessels burthening 100 khandis be 
fined in the sum of Rs 100 each, and that the owner of the sixth being- 
above that burthen be fined Rs. 200. This, it is hoped, will deter other 


people from a practice which may involve this Government in disputes” 
with our neighbours.® 


A Consultation of the 10th August 1747 has the following entry on 
dear grain and cheap cloth ; Mr. Fraser urges that at Surat duttys and 
baftas are now bought from fifteen to twenty-five per cent cheaper 
than last year. In reply the Council are satisfied that though thts may 
be true with respect to small quantities or ordmary sorts, the Honour-: 
able Company’s mvestment being in large quantities and ona muster 
of a certain mantffacture, the contractors are obliged to advance 
considerablersums to the weavers who are generally poor. Itis well 
known the calamities in and about Surat were so great that people 
perished daily for want, or sold their children to support themselves. 
This doubtless,rendered it hazardous for the contractors to advance any 
money lest necessity should oblige the undertakers to disburse it or at 
least some part ef it for their present support. These circumstances 


indisereet Englishman (Mr. Elton) enabled him to commence the exceution of this 
prosect onthe Caspian, But the effort produced no benefit to Persia; and, by exciting 
he Jealogsy of Russia, proved destructive to an infant commerce, winch British 
merchants had estabhshed m that quarter. Nadir had also ordered ships to be built on 
the shores of the Persian Gulf; and, with the true spit of an unreflecting despot, 
commanded that timber for that purpose should be conveyed from the forests of 
Mavenderan, a distance of more than six hundred miles, and through a country which 
had neither canals roads nor wheel camages, The inhabitants of the intervening 
provinces were compelled to contnbute ther labour to this object, which waa never 
accomphshed, The rude ribs of an ill-constructed vessel were to be seen some years ago 
on the beach at Abusheher, and seemed spared to be the memorial of the folly of tins 
attempt, He also directed an immense quantity of marble to be carried from Aderbejan, 
to ornament his palaces at Kelit and Meshed, the transport of which caused almost as 


much misery as conveying the timber. In 181i I (sa: 
y C . 810, ys Sir John Malcolm) visited the 
quarry where this marble was found, id : a 

: : a y AN saw & great nunber of half-fimshed blocks, 


is death. This quarry is on the banks of tho lake of 
a eae and about eighteen miles from the town of Maréga. Malcolm’s Persia (1829), 


4 
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and the dearness of indigo (which Mr. Fraser allows) confam us that 
he draws an unjust conelusion in asserting that the whole of the 
investment might have been contracted for ten per cent cheaper than 
last year. Mr. Fraser is the only person thit ever used any arguments 
to prove that an inyestment could be made cheapest in a time of famine. 
We are as anxious in reality as Mi. Fraser pretends to be that the 
Honourable Company’s mvestment should be provided on the easiest 
terms, For this purpose wetave lately pressed the Surat gentlemen 
to stir up as many competitors as possible (exclusive of Manekji whom 
we had dismissed the service), nor for the reasons before given can 
we justly deem Négar fit for the present investment, neither can we 
consider the untimeliness and manner of preferring his proposals in 
any other light than as already set forth, whatever gloss Mr, Fraser 
may put upon this transaction! 


In reply to these strictures, on the 18th November 1747, Mr. Fraser 
wrote from Surat: I will first lay beforesyou reasons which perhaps 
did not then occur to the Honourable Premdent and Council why in 
years when grain is deaest, cloth is cheapest and comes in greater 
quantities to market. In years of dear grain those who spin the yarn 
wok twice as long as they do in times of plenty that thew earnings 
may m some measure compensate for the dearness of provisions. By 
this means yain comes in greater quantities to market and is cheaper, 
Still 1t is mainly owing to the weavers that the great difference in the 
price of cloth anses. For whereas they formerly took five days to 
weave a piece of dustis and three days to weave a piece of baftas, they 
now do it in half the time and so proportionately in all sorts of cloth. 
Ths occasions a much larger quantity coming to market and the 
weavers are obhged to sell them off speedily that they may be enabled 
to buy a httle grain and-more yarn to go to work anew. I have this 
season bought a conmderable amount of duttis and baftas from 20 to 
25 per cent cheaper than last season. What confirms the truth of 
tlue Leyond all contradiction is that our contractors agreed this year 
for the 16 and 9 duttis for chints which arg two very conaderable 
articles in the present investment at Rs. 85 and 81 per corge, for which 
sorts they last year paid 96 and 55 (85 ?).? 


Upon this the Bombay Government observe (24th November 1747) : 
With regard to Mr Fraser’s assertion that cloth is cheapest whet gram 
1s dearest, it is what we cannot comprehend, nor consequently have we 
any reason to alter our former sentiments on this head as expressed in 
our Consultation of the 10th August. However, it is agreed to defer 
this, as also what he asserts concerning the certificates said by him to 
be signed and sealed by several principal merchants (which the Chief 
and Factors seem to doubt) and the low prices given by the Dutch for 
ther investment to be fully enquired into by the gentlemen at Sulat ; 
though with regard to the latter it may not be improper to remark 
thai it is notorious that the Dutch accept such goods as are from time 


ut 


*y time rejected at our Factory for being inferior to muster.’ 


mt tl NR, 


3 Bom, Gov. Consultation, L0th Ang. 1747, Pub, Diary 20 of 1747, 266 - 267. 
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On the ¥5th March 1748, on the subject: of the general improvement 
of Bombay, the Court write: We are encouraged to believe our iskund 
of Bombay may be rendered a very advantageous settlement aud loss 
expensive to us. To this end therefore we positively direct and 
require that by the’ exercise of a mild good government, people from 
other parts may be induced to come and reside under our protection, 
Let there be entire justice exereised to all persons without distinction, 
an. open trade allowed to all, and as often as necessary or as the furce 
allotted will efable you, let convoys be provided to the ships and vessels 
ina body. In this we require exactness asmuch depends upon it. An 
able honest man must ever direct the custom-houses at Bombay as 
well asat Mahim. No preference must be given to any merchant over 
others, for as all must and will pay our duties, no distinction should 
be made under any pretence. A constant steady pursuance of these 
rules will naturally draw people to leave the oppressions of other 
countiy governments, and gome to you while freedom and exact justice 
subsist m our settlements. And because the inhabitants will constant 
require materials for building and provisions for their families, wluch 
must be brought to the island, we direct that no obstructions he given 
in this or more duties charged thereon than may be publicly established. 
Be particularly careful that our servants take no fees or perquisites 
that are not consonant with reason or the ease and freedom of the 
inhabitants, We are determined to resent oppression, be it by whom- 
soever exercised. 


On 18th June 1748 a fire in the chawls where the topass soldiers 
usually reside congumed 170 houses belonging to those poor people. 
As they were entirely unable to provide themselves new habitations, 
the Bombay Council, on 14th June 1748, agreed that the topasses be 
advanced out of the Land Pay Office the sum of Rs. 2414 to be 
stopped out of their monthly growing pay. The Couned add: As 
this unhappy aceident happened through those houses being built of 
tatters-(tutts) and roofed with cajans which are not only jable to eatch 
fire but*diffieult*to quench, to the great danger of the merchants’ 
houses and warehouses, it is resolved that for the future no person 
"be permitted to build any house warehouse or out-houses withm the 
on unless the walls be of stone or mud and the roofs be covered with 

es, 


Ten days later, 24th June, the Council add: There being rearon te 
believe that the fire of the 13th June was greatly spread from a honse 
full of hay, the President had ordered the provisional clerk of thr 
market to take an exact account of all hay and straw kept within th 
town, This account being now (24th June 1749) laid before the Boarc 
and eduly considered, it is agreed that such inhabitants as have hay o 
straw in their dwelling-houses be fined the sum of Rs, 500 to be die 
tributed by the land paymaster and captain commandant to such poc 
soldiers and other people as were sufferers in the late fire? 


A 


1 Court to Bombay 15th March 1748 + ee 
para 48, Pub. Dep. Court's L., Vol, 8 
ae 1751, 168-169,” Compilation of Standing Ord, Vol. 1 of 1716 - 1721, 131-15: 
ie Gov. Consultation, 14th June 1748, Pab, Diary 21 of 1748, 188. 
om. Gov. Conaultatron, 24th June 1748, Pub, Diary 21 of 1748, 198 - 109. 
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As regards the protection of trade the Court writé (17th June 1748) : 
We rely on your continuing te employ the cruizers in the best manner 
for the protection of trade on the coast against Angria, and that you 
will also keep his brother Ménaji in due subjection.* 


Entries during the next fair season show the form of protection that 
waa required and supplied : 

The 6th October 1748 sailed the Trial snow to join the Triumph 
prahm and ernize between (Kenery) and Vesdva for endeavouring 
to protect the small trade bound mto this port from any enemy’s 
galivats.? 

On the 21st October 1748 the President acquaints the Board that 
instead of cruizing as he was ordered Captain Taylor in the Trial snow 
with the prahm under his direction lay three days at anchor off Mahim, 
and that in consequence the enemy’s galivats had taken eight of our 
fishing boats from Warli stakes, That as Captain Taylor was in all 
respects unfit for that service the President judged it most for the 
safety of the Trial snow to order her into port and to keep in port till 
the season permitted of returning her to the other side, This the Board 
approves? : 

A Consultation on the 20th November 1748 records; Sundry gali- 
vats of the enemy’s being in the offing, for the better security’ of vessels 
that may be coming in, the followmg sailing orders are issued to 
Commodore Richard Crabb: On receipt hereof you are to weigh anchor 
and proceed on a cruize between the island Canaree (Kenery) and the 
fort of Vesdva about a league to the northward of Mahim Bar, keepmg 
in from 10 to 15 fathom water and standing in tow4rds this island once 
in 24 hours so as to be able to observe the signal of an Union Flag 
and Blue Flag under it, with one gun that may be made either at Warli 
or Old Woman’s Island, upon which you are to make the best of your 
way into port again‘ . ; 

On the question of the opium trade with -the Straits and China 
the Court write (17th June 1748): As to the Dutch pretensions to an 
exclusive right of trade in opium in the Straits of Malacca and te‘the 
eastward as advised from Bengal and your place, we utterly deny such 
right, In case our ships are.molested in carrying on our commerce, 
da you empower the commanders ta resist such hostilities and to make 
ieprisals not only in defence of themselves but also of English country 
ships with your passes and British commanders that may be in their 
company. Public notice must be given hereof by fixing this our order 
up in the several languages at every factory, as we are, informed the 
Datch fixed theirs up at Surat and other places.’ 

On the recerpt of these orders a Consultation of the 4th April 1749 
directs that a copy of the following notification be transmitted fo the 


4 Court to Bombay 17th June 1748 para7, Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol, 3 of 1742-1751, 
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Chief and Bactors at Surat to be affixed at the usual places in that 
factory _ ‘ : 
Notification.—Thomas Dorril] Chief and one of the Council for all 
forces and affairs of the Honourable United English East India Company 
under the Presidency of Bombay to all to whom these presents shall 
come greeting: Whereas the Dutch East India Company by the ehiefs 
of their several factories in India said to be by the authonity of their 
Genera] and Counol at Batavia did in the year 1746, by notification 
affixed at their respective factories, pretend to an exelusive right of 
trade in opium as set forth in said notification: To the end thereof that 
those trading under the protection of the Honourable United English 
East India Company may not be discouraged from carrying on their 
lawful trade and commerce, they have thought proper in their commands 
to their President and Council of Bombay, dated the 17th June last, 
not only utterly to deny such a right to belong to the Dutch East 
India Company, but in case any of their ships should be molested in 
carrying on their commerce to empower their said President and 
Council to give the commanders of such ships positive orders to resst 
such hostilities and to make reprisals not only in defence of themselves 
but also of English country ships carrying their pass and navigated by 
a British commander, The said Honourable United English East India 
Company being resolved and determined to suffer no imfrmgement: in 
their trade and commerce and that every one may be apprised thereof 
ane egas is ordered to be affixed at their several factories in the 
ast Indies, 


Given at Surat in the factory of the Honourable English Company this 
einlesets day of April 1749, by order of the Honourahle William Wake 
Esquire, President of and fov all affairs of the Honourable United Com- 
pany of merchants of England trading to the East Indics, on the 
coast of India Persia and Arabia, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of 
his Majesty’s Castle and Island Bombay, and its dependencies.* 

In their letter of 80th August 1749 the Court repeat their well 
worn hdmily ageinst ganting. It has been intimated to us that a spirit 
of gaming has lately prevailed among our servants at Bombay. As 


“we can place no trust or confidence in persons guilty of- that pernicious 
‘vice, you must immediately make a strict enquiry mto the behaviour 


of our several servants in this respect, and send us a particular aceount 
of such enquiry and in the meantime reprimand suspend or even 
dismiss them from our service according to the degree of their guilt.* 


A Consultation of the 10th February 1748 records: Received by 
patamar a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat, dated the 3rd 
february, acknowledging receipt of a Bombay letter of the 25th 
January and acquainting us that the situation of affairs in that 
city will not possibly admit of their sendmg hither the sloop and 
galivat. That the city gates were all shut, batteries built by both 
parties in every quarter of the town, and, besides the cannonading 


ner ta ef te mnt 
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between the Castle and Darbér, there are almost daily skirmishes 
and street fights. As the place 1s‘m the utmost confusion and distiess, 
the people belonging to their vessels are their only dependence, should 
anything happen im their part of the town.! * 


A Consultation,two days later (12th February 1748) records: A 
further letter from the Chief at Surat, dated the 3rd, stating that on 
the Ist mstant Safdarkhdn Ind fair for burning the whole town by 
setting fire to some camphor warehouses which notwithstanding several 
messages sent by Achan to the Daibér to desist firmg that all nught 
jom mm putting out the flames, occasioned 400 houses to be consumed 
with a damage reckoned at 15 likhs of rupees. That a counterpart 
of this would have been executed the mght after by the other party 
by way of revenge had it not been for the Cluef’s remonstrances, the 
plan being laid for beginning with the officers’ houses who commanded 
at the above piece of eruelty.? 


After discussion agreed to forward the following letter from the 
President to the Clef and Factors at Surat (February 1748): Lf 
Safdarkb4n alone suffered the town to be set afire, surely such an 
abommable transaction must cause his own destruchon Doubtless you 
did well in sending down the sloop and galivats, and I desire you will 
consider whether the treasuré and what else she can take m of value 
would not be more safe on board the sloop. I know not what danger 
or inconveniences there aie in gomg up or down the river ; but I wish 
all of value were on board the sloop and the Augusta as soon as possible 
after her arnval at the bar. I imagine the force you have with the 
detachment and gunners from the Augusta, are as many people as you 
know what to do with in respect to the defence of fhe Factory against 
any enemues except fire. Your preventing Achan’s commanding the 
hke abommable practice with Safdarkhdn *was very commendable, 
which barbarity if pursued must mevitably and totally destroy the 
place You do not take notice in any of your letters what is to be 
apprehended from Damalji’s (Ddmaji Gdekwar’s) being admitted into 
the city, namely, whether and if so on what terms he will leave, should 
Achan carry his point in driving out Safdarkhén The same question 
arses in 1espect to the coolies whom Safdarkhdn has called to his 
assistance While the contest is in progress it will be absurd for us to. 
side with either party as great aspersions would afterwards ensue. 
But swely by this time you must know whether the Nizim be sincere 
in Achan’s cause. If he is I judge this to be your most sure guidance, 
T imagine ere this you have Nazirjang’s army not far distant from 
you when [ should think you mght engage with safety in favour of 
Achau whether he has the Moghal’s authentic sanad or not. The fact 
that Safdarkhén set the town on*fire would fully vindicate all the 
European factors siding with Achan. I can only further say*that 
I pity your situation and wait with such patience as I am able the fate 
of the now miserable city of Surat.$ 


A Consultation of the 2nd October 1748 continues the account of 
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affairs at Sutat: An express boat from Surat brings x letter from the 
Chief and Factors there, dated the 28th ultimo, wherein they inform us 
that m violation of the treaty subsisting between him and Mia Achan 
on the 25th ultmmo Safddrkhdén took by surprise three pates of the 
outward wall of Surat city, and on the 26th by bribery possessed himself 
of the Killeddr’s serai, a strong building near the outward wall, That 
he has raused batteries against the inward wall and made an attack upon 
the town so that the gates were all shuteand war actually commenced. 
Since then Safdarkhén had been daaly increasing his forces which then 
amounted to about 5000 men. That Moidin Khain had about 6000 
men in the town and castle, That these troubles had-put'an entire stop 
to that part of the investment manufactured in and about Surat ; neither 
could the finest part of the investment, the goods in warehouse that 
require whitening and calendering, be sent out to be finished.! 


At a Consultation the 24th November 1748 the President lays before 
the Board lettes from the Chief of Surat, dated the 11th 12th and 13th 
instant, showing they were still in want of a number of sepoys for the 
security of the Honourable Company’s factories and effects, Resulved 
that we take the opportunity of ten merchant shibars now hound 
thither to send them 200 sepoys with their officers It 1s hoped that 
the Surat troubles will be settled without the Factory entermg upon 
action Still conformable to our resolutions of the 8rd October this must 
he left to the, discretion of the Chief and factors at Surat. The Board 
further held that as the present troubles at Surat were an hindrance to 
the merchants of that city sending their agers to bid at the Bombay 
sales, the sale of the Honourable Company’s goods which was to have 
been held to-morrow be deferred till the 23rd December.” 


Five days later (29th November 1748) the Diary records the receipt 
by patamar of advices fiom the Chief and factors at Smat, dated 
the 20th, acknowledging receipt of the detachment of military and the 
train with the mortars and shells sent upon the Restoration grab, and 
advising that as the consequences of Safdarkhén’s cruel disposition in 
case of hts enterimte the city was so justly dreaded by all sorts of people 
they found it necessary for thé security of the Honourable Company’s 
factories and effects to employ those forees in support of Mia Achan, 

*whose cause is also unanimously espoused by Sidi Masud, Chelabi, and 
all othdy principal merchants. The Dutch had declared themselves 
neuter, though it was well known they had assisted Safdakbin with 
money and ammunition. That they should kcep the grabs at Surat as 
they had been obliged to take out part of their crews, And that the 
merchants had desired to have the sale of the Honourable Company’s 
goods put off till the troubles in town were over.® 


On, the 16th December 1748 the President received word from the 
Chief of Surat, dated 9th instant, acquainting him of the success of the 
Surat government against Safdaikhin by taking three of his tatteries, 
spiking several of his guns, and killing his chief officer.* 


eT see nection? 
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: ng Gov. Consultation, 24th Nov. 1748, Pub. Diary 2! of 1748, 369-369. 
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In the following years (1750\-1752) the unsettled stcte of Surat 
continued one of the most important questions for the Bombay 
Government. 


5 

At a Consultation on the 18th April 1750 the Chief of Surat 
having represented to the President that a few more military and 
sepoys may be necessary to coun ce the Honourable Company’s 
afiuus during the present unsettled state of the Surat government, 
the Bourd agreed to send om the Drake ketch 18 Europeans with 
an oflicer and 12 sepoys and that they detain the ketch sloop and 
galivats with the detachment on board them during the rains.! 


A Consultation on the 14th January 1751 reminded the Chicf at 
Surat that in respect to the quarrel between Mia Achan and Ali Navdz 
Khén they were strictly to observe the Honourable Company’s orders 
not te make themselves parties in any disputes but to use all their good 
offices in bringing disputes to a happy issue? 

In their lettér of the 9th April 1751 "the Surat Chief and factors 
write: Since the capture of the Darbdr the Sidi and Safdar Khdn’s 
elayes have seized on four merchants and shroffs and forced from them 
upwards of Rs. 40,000. ‘hat Achan’s people had that day made a 
sally and destroyed the batteries which the other party were raising 
agmmst the castle, the cannon of which also greatly annoyed them. 
‘\hat Achan reports he has y,rovisions and ammunition for two years 
and that he will defend the fort to the utmost. On the other hand, 
the Sidi declares he intends to take and make himself governor of 
the castle and establish Safdar Khdn governor of the Darbir. That 
the Ghenims, that is ghanim robbers or Mardthds, are retired out of 
the town and stop provisions and trade of all kinds from comint# 
into it, threatening to return with a nufnber of men to revenge the 
Sidy’s burning the house of one of their principal officers, That it is 
reported the Didi has promised the Dutch that they shall again begin 
ou their works in two days; that the Factors hold the factory in good 
posture of defence, keep their vessels near at hand, and have possession 
of the aity gate to the water side near their factory3 * 


Ata Consultation on the 17th April regarding the contents of this 
letter the Board decide to direct the Chief and factors to 8bserve a+ 
strict neutrality since the season is so far advanced that ever if they’ 
were inclined so to do the Board would find it difficult to send them 
any reinforcements.‘ : 


At a Consultation on the 4th September 1751 the Board read 
letters from the Chief and factors of the 22nd August and the 2nd 
September 1751, telling that as one of their Portuguese soldiers waa 
coming from church he was attacked by an Arab belonging to the Sidi 
from whom he snatched his scimitar and wounded him in two Places. 
That they immediately sent to the Sidi to complain of this insult who 
instead of giving redress answered that his people were very ungovernable, 
That soon after they were informed the Arabs were assembled in a 


} Bom. Gov. Consultation, 18th April 1750, Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 137, 
$ Bom. Gov, Consultation, 14th Jan, 1761, Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 19. 
4 purat Letter of 9th April 1751, Pab, Diary 24 of 1751, 131. 
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Chapter I.,  fumultuousemanner, threatening to afttack the factory, That on theiy 
Histary. Bombay sepoys making ready the /Sidi’s people fired on them as they 
. did on Captain Sterling who marchéd with a guard of 60 men to view 
cae vound their quarters. On’this a bajttle ensued and all Safdar Khén’s 
1748 -1752, party joined to attack the factory and continued attacking it from 
adjacent houses till ten at night when they agreed to the Sidi’s desire 
for a cessation of arms for twenty+four hours. They had nine soldiers, 
three Bombay sepoys, and twelve (Surat, dalled and 40 wounded. That 
Captain Sterling was wounded, in the foot with an arrow and 
Lieutenant Levick in the shoulder with a musket ball. That Mr, Pym 
had likewise received a shot trough -the calf of his leg and Mr, 
Delagarde one through the thigh. That their keeping in the houses 
rendered 14 impossible for them to do any significant mischief as they 
were to leeward of the Sidi’ and therefore could not conveniently 
dispossess them hy fire. That they should do their utmost for the 
good security of our Honourable Masters’ affairs and that against any 
Joss which the Honourable Company might sustain in stock they had 
sufficent in Bombay now on the Mokha and Jidda ships belonging 
to Sidi Masud, Sid: Mafta, and others of that faction to make them 
ample satisfaction. That upon their signal being made Captain 
Condens had fired ten of the Sidi’s galivats and entirely destroyed 
them. 


Bombay After weighing the present unhappy situation of affairs at Surat 
Pattie the Board held that the general decay of trade must greatly affect the 
Burat Castle, Honourable Company’s sales and that Sidi Masud’s pretensious to the 

751, government are founded on no other authority than his ambition. 
Considering the great indignity put on the Honourable Company by 
the attack on the factory the Board conclude that should the Sid 
ever get into the quiet+ possesion of the government of Surat, we 
shall not be able to carry on our Honourable Masters’ business 
in a free and reputable manner, and that therefore the only 
expedient for recovering trade at Surat is for us to take possession 
of the castle. To effect,this it is agreed to send what force we can 
spare with proper officers and ammunition under the command of 
Major William Mackenzie.?_ 


A Consultation on the 11th November 1751 records that Ramdji 
Pant Being come over to Karanja and having intimated his desire 
to the President that some person might be sent to confer on Surat 
affairs and other ‘matters, the President despatched Mr. Wiham 
Andrew Price with directions to treat on the following articles as 
agreed to by,Gangadhar Pant: i 

1. To assist in driving out of Surat Sidi Masud, his son, and 
Safdar Khan, or if taken prisoners, that they be delivered 
to the English ; 4 4 

2. The tankha now enjoyed by the Sidi to be preserved tc 
the English ; 

3. Mia Achan to remain killeddr of the castle ; 


Le etc 


» Saret Letters in Bom: Gov. Consultation, 4th So 1751, Pub Diary 24 of 1751] 
305-306, Bom. Gav, Consultation 6th Sept. 175 Pub, Diary 24 of 761, 311, 
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4, All charges and expenses to be made good to the English 

- _ by the Surat government ; 

5. The Dutch wall to be demolished by the mortars ; 

6. To have a settlement at Jambusar with the same privi- 
leges as at Cambay ; , 

7. We to build our factory at our garden in Surat in such 
manner as we judge proper for our trade ; 

8. The castle to be kept by us till every thing is settled and 
all the Honourable Company’s privileges to be preserved in 
full force ; 

9. That Nana the Pandit Pradhén (Balaji Béjirév, 1746 - 1761) 
shall enjoy one-fourth of the revenues of Surat as offered by 
Achar ; 

10. If any disputes happen between N&na’s people and the 
Moor’s governor the English are to be umpires. 

On the other hand, that the followirg articles be agreed to by 
the Honourable Richard Bourchier, Governor of Bombay, in 
behalf of Pandit Pradhin (the Nina) and by Gangadhar 
Pant his agent : 


1, The said Pandit Pradh4n shall enjoy one-fourth pet of the 
revenues of Surat City and the district thereof, for collect- 
ing which one of his officers shall assist with afew people 
and a house to be allowed him to dwell in; 

2. If any Mardtha merchant shall come to Surat with Pandit 
Pradhan’s license he is not to be molested ; 

3. Whatever goods are bought and sold at, Surat for the use 
of his Sarkér and Réméji Pant, no customs to be collected 
and all those merchants under his protection shall pay no 
more than half customs ; ° 

4, Should it upon any urgent occasion be necessary to call 
any of the said Pandit Pradhén’s armies for their assistance 
their pay and other charges to be paid out of the whole 
amount of the revenues ; . © : 

5. When the Surat government is settled, the English shall 
join their forces with those of Pandit Pradhén and assist in 
reducing Jéfardbéd in South KAthidwdr where the Englishe 
shall have a factory when the Mardthés are possesséd of it." 


On the 26th November 1751 a Consultatidn on Surat affairs 
resumes; In spite of our agreement with Ram4ji Pant on behalf 
of Nana for his joining us with a body of men in attacking Surat, 
since Ndna is at present obliged to draw the greatest part of his 
forces to his frontiers to defend hem from the Moghals, we cannot 
at this juncture expect his assistance. It is therefore agreed that 
the President write to Nek Alamkh&n (governor of Broach) to know 
what forces he can send to Surat.* 


The noxt day (27th Novembér) the President Hon, Mr. Bourchier 
laya before the Board the following articles of agreement between the 


' Bom, Gov, Consultation, 11th Nov 1751, Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 897 + 398, 
? Bom, Gov, Consultation, 26th Nov, 1751, Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 416, 
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Chapter I. Honourable Ggmpany and Nek Allam Khén through «Khoja Vertanes 
ori Nicolaos his Vakil : ‘ 
: (1) The Honourable Company to assist,in conjunction with your 
areata “forces in driving out of Surat Sidi Masud Safdar Khén and their 
sok. teeks sons, and if both or either of them are taken prisoners they are to be 
Surat Castle, . delivered to the Government of Bombay ; i ar 
1751, (2) The tankha now received by the Sidi to be preserved to tho 
Honourable Company, and they are to protect: the port of Surat by 
the sea side; 

(3) Mia Achan to remain killeddr of the Castle of Surat and 
the said Nek Alam Khan to be governor of the town ; ; 

(4) Allthe Honourable Company’s charges and expenses on account 
of these troubles and in making him governor of Surat to be made 
good by Nek AlamrKhén ; : 

(5) The Dutch are not to be permitted to build any wharf; they 
must demolish any works, they have raised; and must obtain no 
privileges in addition to what they have ; ar , 

(6) The Honourable, Company shall build a factory at their garden 
in such manner as they shall judge proper for their trade ; 

(7) The Castle to be kept by the Honourable Company till every- 
thing is settled ; 

BAY All the Honourable Company’s privileges to be preserved in 

Ll 


Histoxy- 


At a Consultation on the 6th December 1751 the President suggests, 
as the situation of affairs at Surat is drawing to a crisis, a committee 
be appointed to proceed to Surat Rar with full powers from the Board 
for accommodating all the unhappy disturbances of the city in the, 
manner most advantageous to the Honourable Company, ‘The Board 
desire until Tuesday next (the 10th) to consider this proposal. At the 
meeting on the 10th the Board unanimously approve the President’s 
proposal fora committee proceeding to Surat Bar. The President 
then proposes that Major William Mackenzie be a member of the 
committee and also take upon him the command of the whole foree 
there and of that now proceeding. In this the Board also concur as 
# is judged his presence is absolutely necessary on the present service ; 
at beng the Honourable Company’s intention that he should be’ more 
immediately consulted on all military operations without which in all 
probability affairs ave not likely to be brought to-an advantagéous issue, 
Upon this Major Mackenzie acquaints the Boaid that he must decline 
going on this service esteeming the number of men and officers inferior’ 
to his commang. Decided that adetachment of 100 military, 33 people’ 
of the train, and 800 good sepoys with proper supply of ammunition 
and three months’ provisions go up with the committee; likewise 
consid&rable supply of wood agreeable to Captain Best’s request. 

Treaty with At a Consultation on the 5th March 1752 the Board approved the 


ae La following proposals for a treaty of: peace with Sidi Masud ': 


qd) ‘The treaty made by Mr. Lambe and Council and witnessed 


Ot yt rt patna pettoyateieahiaresie naar 


oe 
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by the European chiefs to be null and void, and the Ra330,000 then 
paid to Sidi Masud Khén to include our peshkash to September next, 
till when, nothing 1s to be demanded of us ; 

(2) Rs. 2,00,000 to be allowed and paid us immediately in con- 
sideration of our charges durmg this war as also for the losses in 
our Latty (or customs) ; 

{3) The two sons of Mia Achan to have posts of considerable 
honour and credit under thd government and granted at our desire ; 

(4) All the coaches oxen and horses taken from the English to be 
returned ; 

(5) The Company’s Phirman privileges to be preserved and our 
goods to pass the Mulla or water-gatg as heretofore ; 

(6) The Company’s garden and house with whatever may belong 
to them to be delivered to us ; 

(7) Our Chief and people to be released and our Latty with our 
factories to be secured to us ; 1 

(8} All hostihties to cease and all batteries to be taken away , 

(9) All people under our protection that have absconded duing 
these troubles niust be suffered to return and to remain in future 
without molestation ; 

(10) That the Castle be given to Sidi Masud Kh4n_and the 
City to Safdar Khén, but that Safdar Kh4n be turned out as soon 
as convenient ; - 

(11) That the Dutch wall shall be pulled down.'~ 


A Consultation of the 31st October 1752 records the following decision 
on Angria’s affairs : Mandji Angria having been guilty of many insults 
to the vessels belonging to the inhabitants of this island, and in particular 
lately seized four vessels coming from Maskat which he plundered of 
goods to the amount of Rs. 1500; It is resolved to deter him from the 
hke in future by the issue of orders to the commanders of the Honour- 
able Company’s vessels to treat him as a common enemy by taking 
sinking and destroying his grabs and galivats or otherwise distressing 
lam. This we doubt not will soon bring hinx to reasdn? : 


_ At a Consultation held on the 2&th January 1751 in view of the 
Surat disorders, and also with the object of centering trade at-Bombay, 
the Couneil agree that the True Briton’s cargoes be landed at Bombay” 
and disposed of at public outery on Friday the Ist of March next, of 
which the Secretary is directed to give proper notice, The Council 
also directed that a Totter be wrote to the Chief and factors at Surat 
enclosing them a list of the said cargo and ordering them to give proper 
notice at that place of its intended sale. Likewise thata list of such 
articles as the supercargoes request in part of the True Briton’s 
returning cargo and can most properly be poms at Surat be egclosed 
to the Chief and factors and they be ordered to comply therewith as 
near as possible if to be procured at such-prices as will turn to an 
account at the rates mentioned in the Canton price eurrent. Copy of 
rhe goods to be sent to Bombay during the month of March at 

test.$ - 


} Bom. Gov. Consultation, 6th Mar, 1752, Pub. Diary 25 of 1752, 87 «88, 
2Bom. Gov. Consultation, 31st Oct.1752, Pub. Diary 25 of 1752, 824. 
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A Consuilation om the 15th February 1751 on the competition of 
foreign broadcloth from the Persian Gulf records this decision : 


Several parcels of French and other foreign broadcloth haying of 
late been imported from Basra and Surat, whose slightness of fabric’ 
enables the importers to sell at cheaper rates than the Honourable 
Company, and as, 1f this traflie is permitted to eontinue on easy terms, 
it is likely in time to greatly prejudice the Honourable Company’s 
trade in woollen goods, the Bombay Government resolve that a duty 
of nine per cent be asséssed on all sorts of woollen goods imported by 
any person or persons except the Honourable Company, and the same 
duty on exporting any of said woollen goods again to any other parts, 
and that no person may pleadeignorance hereof, they order that this 
resolution be published by beat of drum through Bombay and Méhim 
and afterwards affixed at the usual places. 


On the 15th December 1752 the President acquaints the Board 
that he has received advice from Shankréji Pant, the commander of 
Bassein, that a peace is concluded between the Mardthés and Moghals, 
As this agreeable news will be attended with the opening of the inland 
trade especially for woollen goods, the Council resolved to acquaint the 
Chief and factors at Surat that they shall put up to public sale the broad- 
cloth and long ells and likewise the elephants teeth, which are now in 
demand, on Wednesday the 3rd January next, being the day affixed for 
the disposal of other articles. 


On the 4th March 1752 the Court write to Bombay: ‘faving great 
reason to believe that the commanders and officers of our ships earry 
out in a clandestane manner large quantities of goods, particularly 
woollens, greatly to the Company’s prejudice, yon are hereby directed 
to observe it as a standing rule to take and cause to be taken an exact 
account of all private trade Janded from every ship at Bombay or any 
of the subordinate settlements, and ‘transmit eopies thereof to us for 
our information. If any unlicensed goods are found, they must be seized 
and confiscated for the use of the Company. In order to diseover un- 
, licensed trade, we do her’by promise and agree to pay to any person 
_or persons that shall diseover any goods or merehandase gare’ out jin 
any ofeour ships, by the commanders officers or any other persons 
whatsopver, without our license, so as the same shall be seized and 
confiscated to the use of the Company, one moiety or half part of the 
net produce of the same, law eharges and all other charges whatsoever 
being first deducted, to be paid in England to such person or persons 
or their representatives. And in ease any goods or merchandise shall 
beso discovered and confiscated, you are to send us exact accounts 
thereof, and sueh full and necessary information of the whole trans- 
action as may enable us readily to comply with our beforementioned 
promise.® 

In the same letter (4th March 1752) the Court add: It gives us 
great satisfaction to observe that the demand for Europe goods at 


; Bom, Gov. Consultation, 15th Feb. 1753, Pub. Diary 24 of 1761, 50. 
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the Bombay market continues, increasing, As we Jave so often 
pressed you to encourage the sale of: European goods, particularly of 
woollens, we shll now only say that in so doing you will merit the 
favour of your Employers as well as serve your country,! 


In 1758 (Mareh 14th) the Coukt write to Bombay: We cannot 
help most earnestly reminding you of our frequent recommendatioris 
for your encouraging substantial traders to reside under our protection 
at Bombay. We cannot but believe this may be easily effected if set 
about heartily, especially when it is considered how much more secure 
they will be in their persons and estates than they are or ever can be 
under the precariousness and oppressions of the neighbouring govern- 
ments. Theadvantages resulting to us in drawing trade to Bombay by 
these means, are too obvious to require particular mention ? 


On the 4th September 1753, at a meeting of the Board, agreeable to 
the orders of the Court of Directors per Stafford, the exemphiication of 
His Majesty’s Royal Charter was read to the Board and the copy 
examined by it, a few mistakes being carefully corrected. The Board 
resolved that Friday next be appointed for publishing this Charter of 
which the Secretary is directed to give the proper notice. 


Accordingly onthe 7th September 1753 His Majesty’s Royal Charte™ 
‘was pablished. at the New Bandar a tent being pitched for the Gov- 
ernor and Council covenanted servants and others. The regiment 
was drawn up and fired three volleys of small arms and the Fort 21 
pieces of ordnance.* 


On the 26th’March 1755 the Court addressed the following Jetter 
to Bombay : It is very agreeable to us to observe that notwithstanding 
the superstitious attachment of the Indians to the places of their 
nativity, the number of inhabitants are greatly mecreased and that 
some very substantial people have settled among you to the great 
advantage of the island. As it is our earnest desire that as many 
people as possible, especially those of circumstance, be encouraged 
to settle at Bombay, we strongly recommend it to you, te use the 
most prudent equitable and encouraging methods for that purpose. 
In particular we direct that so long as it incommodes not the 
defence of the place, you suffer new-comers to build houses wherever it 
shall be convenient to them; that they have free liberty *to build 
and repair their own ships themselves in what manner and how they 
please, and be supplied out of our stores with what materials they want 
at the rates and prices allowed to Europeans ; that they have hkewise 
free liberty of appointing, as commanders, subjects of Great Britain 
and Ireland for their own ships agreeable to their own choice and 
election, without any persons whatsoever interfering inthesame. And, 
in general, that they have all the reasonable privileges that cah pos- 
sibly be given them. In addition the Court specially takes notice 


1 
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that Mulla fakr-ud-din appears highly deserving of encouragement, 
Weshallexpect to hear he meets encouragement at Bombgy in all respects 
to his satisfaction. And ag freedom in trade is another the most pro- 
bable method and inducement for increasing the number of mhabitante. 
and encouraging a general resort to the island, you are hereby directed 
to suffer all persons to buy and sell publicly or privately as they 
themselves shall choose, to deal freely and without restraint with 
whoever they shall think proper, and, if any of our servants shall 
prevent or endeayour to prevent such a freedom of trade on any 
pretence whatsoever, they will incur our highest displeasire. The 
more effectually to prevent all combinations monopolies and attempts 
against the freedom of trade, you are to affix wp in the most pubhe 
places, in the usual languages, publications for the notice of all persong 
of these our intentions that they may be entirely free from appre 
hensions of being hindered, imposed upon, or oppressed by the Gov~ 
ernor, the members of the Cewncil, our inferior servants, or any other 
persons whatsoever. You are to transmit to us for our information 
copies of such publications, The same rules are, allowing for difference 
of circumstances, to be observed by our servants at the subordinate, 
settlements! 


On the 25th September following (1755) the Bombay Diary 
records : Issued a publication, translated in the several languages, and 
notified by beat of drum offering the many advantages contained in 
the 86th paragraph of the Honourable the Court of Directors’ commands, 
received the 16th instant, for the encouragement of «merchants aad 
other persons of sulstance to settle on the island of Bombay.* 


A Consultation of the 13th May 1755 records: The house situated 
near the horse stable being in so rumous a condition that it will 
cost Rs. 1000 to repair it, and when repaired will accommodate one 
servant only ; it is judged more for the Honourable Company’s interest 
to dispose of it, together with the -compound, which, as the black 
inhabitants are much in want of ground within the walls, we jude 
wilkinduce them to bid libérally, We order therefore that the Secretary 
affix notifications as usual that we will put it up to public outery on’ 
this day seven nights. 


A week after (20th May 1755) several people attending in conse- 
quence of the notifications fixed for the sale of the house agreeable to the 
resolution at the Board’s last meeting, they were admitted and being. 
first informed that the purchaser must pay the Honourable Companys 
quit-rent as ugual for the ground, which measures 839 square yards, 
and that we should allow two months’ credit, the house out-honee and 
compound with some old stores belofging thereto were put up. Mr, 


’ Hugi Symmons being the highest bidder at Hs, 2705,'was oidered to. 


take charge thereof in his own, name,t 
On the 26th March 1755 the Corrt writes: To our great 
s rare p fh tine 
* Court to Bombay 26th March 1755 , 
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satisfaction you have for Jong been on very good terms with the 
Marithds. A strict friendship with the Maréthas has been and in all 
iespects will continue to be of the highest advantage to the Company ; 
especially in the probability of thew becoming masters at some time 
or other of Surat. We therefore xecommend the cultivation of 
Mardtha friendship as a point of the greatest importance, 


On the 6th December 1755.the President acquaints the Board that 
by articles of agreement with the Mardthdés in March last, when our 
troops went with them on an expedition against Tuléji Angria, it was 
stipulated that the forts at Pancote (Baénkot) and Himmatgad with 
their dependent villages should be yielded to our Honourable Masters and. 
the other conquered places to the Mardthdés® In consequence of this 
stipulation the Ma1dthds have offered and are now ready to comply with 
their engagement. The chief motive for this stipulation is the 
advantage of securing a certain supply of cattle and other provisions 
in which the island of Bombay is wanting,’and the need of obtaining 
wich from the Sidis at Réjpuri has often exposed us to their insolence, 
Till about eighteen years ago, when Angria gained possession of Bankot 
from the Moors, it was a port of considerable trade, and there is much 
reason to conclude its neighbourhood to Poona and Sétdra, where most 
of our woollen goods and other Europe staples are carried, and the 
large export of salt from Bombay will render it a beneficial settlement. 
Hoping the possession of it will prove agreeable to our Honourable 
Masters, the Board resolve and the President nominates Mr. William 
Andiew Price Chief of Baénkot as he is perfectly acquainted with the 
“manners and customs of the country-people and their language. This 
is unanimously approved, and Messrs, Henry Moore and Nicholas 
Starke are appointed to his assistance, also,a company of military, 
another of sepoys, and a detachment of the train to beheld in readiness 
to garnson it As Captain Jacques De Funck, our engineer, is wanted 
for the immediate service of Bombay, Captain Hugh Cameron Clerk 
of the Works to proceed to carry on necessary additions and repairs to 
the Bankot fortifications, and Mr. John Hatdeastle, who has served 
many years as surgeon at Gombroon and Anjengo, to be entertained 
as surgeon at Bankot.5 


About the close of 1755 Government resumed consideration of an 
expedition against Gheria on the Ratnagiri coast,* 


: Court te oe hay 26th Mar, 1755 para 70, Pub Dep Court’s L. Vol. 4 of 1752-56, 214, 
Bankot Ser ccas Fort Victoria in the north of Ratndgiri seventy three mules 
saa at oe a ea ginbay Gazetteer, Ratn4giri, X. 320-321. 
bom Gov at 4 ath Dee 1755, Pub Diary 28 of 1755, 466 - 467. 
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ictee a and een oes “1a and demolish Tul4ji Angria, Tt wag then resolved 
one pividae inode che: tread & to Rim4j:pant, who was appointed by Néna to 
the best manner for the Honourable of malt ete = oe. ee, ra 
n ~ompany’s anterel residen' er AG. 
quaints the Comunttee that at o late in ovo with Rémgjipant he was very presemg 


for ou oe — in pp a pvith Nana’s forees, On considering the late- 
pulls ela te dupa. <i fa bemg dispersed on different services, it was 


: endl ‘a8 at length determined that the Marathds ‘should 
attack Severmook (Suva: ple Aemlo we Ddiockade it y sea to “prevent Angria’s 
throwing im any succour that War" Resolved therefore that the Protector, the ketch 
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The’ Bombay Diary of the Ist December 1755 records: It not 
being in our power to proceed any further in regard to the 
expedition against the Franch and their allies in Deccan and Arcot, 
the President acquaints the Committee that he has conferred with 
Admiral Watson concerning the design against Gheria, which the 
Committee appointed last season under orders received by ship 
Hardwicke, were instructed to undertake in conjunction with the 
Maréthis. The President has learnt from the Admiral that if the 
Admiral assists therein with His Majesty’s squadron, a clause 
in his instructions obliges him to stipulate that our Hononrable 
Masters shall make good what ammunition may be expended, and 
that the men-of-war shall be refitted in case of damage. As such a force 
shall be a means of our reducing Gheria with greater ease, the President 
gave his word of honour to the Admiral those conditiong should be 
complied with. This the Committee unanimously approve and 


confirm. A week later, 9t December 1755, another Consultation was 


held to settle the command of the troops to be sent on the 
expedition against Gheria. The entry in the diary of that date runs: 
The. President acquaints the Board that as he has remarked that 
Colonel, Clive is the one appointed by the Honourable the Secret 
Committee to command in case of our proceeding on their plan against 
the French and their allies in the Deccan and Arcot, and that in the 
supplement to their commands, under the 26th Mareh last (1755) 
which is now read, they are pleased to mention that they thmk it 
improper that Sir James Foulis should be absent from the island 
during the unsettled state of affairs with the French in Europe; and 
Colonel Clive making a tender of his service, which he says he thinks 
is but his duty on this occasion, as-well as any other, from the 
Honourable Corfipany’s h&ving obtained him a superior commission to 
Sir James Foulis, it is ‘unanimously decided that agreeably to the 
Commands of the Secret Committee Sir James Foulis shall not be 
absent fromi the island and that Colonel Clive’s offer be accepted. 

Five ‘weeks later, 15th January 1756, the President informs the 
,Commuittee that, in consequence of the assurances given him as regards 
ammunition and damage in attacking Gheria, Rear Admiral Watson 
had ngueed to proceed with the squadron under his command to act in 
conjunction with the Mardthd4s, It being the opinion of the President 
and Mr. Samuel Hough that there is depth enough at low water to 
admit of His Majesty’s capital ships going sufficiently near the batt=+1¥8 
to make a breach, and the Committee unanimously agreeing *uat, by 
embarking the detachment of His Majesty’s Royal Regime of vice 
together with such of the Honourable Company’s fore-$ 8 can be spared, 
the Mardtha army investing the place at the” same time, the attack 
of Gheria with such a force will be attended wit the greatest prospect 
of success. Admiral Watson, in obedience His Majesty’s instructions 
to him dated the 2nd March 1754, agre®’ to undertake this service, 


—: 


Swallow, and the prabm Travmph be immediatd'Y 8°¢ in readiness for this service. Ou 
the 21st March 1755 the instructions to Commode’? of Commander William James bearing 
on this expedition were signed and debvered, \Stvarndurg fell the 6th April 1755, 
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. The throe following weeks were spent im preparatiot. On the 
wth February 1756 the expedition started and within a week 
Ghevia had fallen, The Dianes of the 7th and 15th February 1756 
have the following entries: About eight this morning (7th February 
1756) Siiled His Majesty’s ship Kent, Rear Admiral Watson, which, 
on weighing anchor, was saluted from the fort with 15 guns, the 
Cumberlund, Rear ednural Pocock, with the Tyger and salisbury 
men-of-war, the Hardwicke store and hospital smp, Viper, Warren 
and Despatch ketches, Triumph prabm, and 20 fishing boats with 
sepoys to join His Majesty’s ship Bridgewater, sloop King Fisher, and 
the Honourable Company’s cruizers off Gheria, and proceeded on the 
expedition agamst Talij: Angna, 

On the 13th February 1756 at 6-23 p.m. the flag in Gheria fort was 
struck, and an officer with sixty men marched mto the fort and took 
possession, At 6-34 p.m. Enghsh colours were hoisted at the fort. 
On the 14th February 1756 Colonel Clive with all the land forces 
matched into the fort, despatched away an express boat with advices to 
the Honourable Richard. Bourchier, Esquire, President and Governor of 
Bombay, of having taken Ghena and burnt all Angna’s fleet, which 
cousisted of the Zestoration, eight ketch grabs, and two large three- 


yar grabs on the stocks ready for launching besides a number of small 
eraft. 


The following entiy from the Bombay Diary of the 19th February 
1756 relates how the success at Gheria was proclaimed at Bombay : 
The President having received advices from Rear Admiral Watson that 
the Fort at Gheria surrendered to him the 13th instant (February 1756) 
21 guns were fired this evening (19th February) from the Castle and 
the military discharged three vollies on the” parade to manifest our joy 
on this happy eccasion.! 


On the 9th April 1756 Captain Jacques De Funck, Company’s Engi- 
neer, wrote to the President and Council: Captain Cameron asked me 
whether the Company’s garden or the next batty gyounds would be 
any hindrance to the cannon at Dongri as the Governor thought proper 
to line out the streets upon the paddy grounds ‘for the people’s houses, 
I told him the houses would cause no interference. At the same time, 
as the place lay 80 low as to be for some months liable to be under 
water, it was my opinion that Old Woman’s Island or Mézgaen would 
he a healthier situation? 

On the 31st March 1756 the Court of Directors wrote on the 
snhject of the vend of woollens: As our great object is the vend of our 
woollen manufacture we shall depend upon your endeavours to extend to 
the hest of your power the consumption of woollens, not onty wherever 
if may be done in the Persian Gulf, without prejudice to the sales at 
Gorioon and Basra, but also at any poits near Bombay, especially at 
Scindy, which we are assured yearly takes off a considerable quantity of 
woollens and many other European goods, cloth and long ells, lead, 


: ‘Bom Gov Pub Diary, 7th and 19th Feb. 1756, Vol 20 of 1756, 65, 87. For full 
gittals see Secret and Political Diary 1 of 1755 and 2 of 1756, and Forrest's Marétha 
eres, I. Pt 2, 87-421, “2 Pub Diary 29 of 1756, 172. 
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steel, ironp clephants teeth and cochineal imported by the Dutch, 
Seindy has the fuither advantage of producing putchuck, the favourite 
Chmese incense, saltpetre, salamoniac, and.cumin seeds besides chints 
ginghams and most soitg of cotton cloth. Itis also a very plentiful 
country for rice, wheat, cattle, and other provisions Asin the vitw given 
us Scindy may not only be useful in opening a new channel for our trulo 
in woollen goods, but in many other respects affords a pleasing prospect 
of further umprovements, we recommend you to consider well what 
advantages may result from imports and exports at that place, Ifyou 
are of opinion 1t may be for the mterest of the Company to cultivate a 
trade there, you should, at as little expense-as the nature of the service 
will admit, appomt under your orders a Resident and an Assistant 
constantly to reside at Scindy.. You are to communicate to us your 
impartial thoughts upon this project, and give us an expheit account 
of your proceedings herein from time to time.? 

On the 31st March 1756 the Court explained that rivalry with 
the Dutch was one of the reasons for the Court’s anxiety for the 
maintenance of friendly relations between the Bombay Government. 
and the Maréth4s. They write: It gives us pleasure to observe that 
harmony and friendship continue between you and your neighbours 
the Mardéthés, We cannot too earnestly recommend you to exer- 
cise the utmost care and attention in preserving friendly relations. 
Among other advantages from their friendship we hope to_be 
informed that the Maréthas will not permit the Dutch to establish 
a factory at Bassein. As this is a point of the utmost importance 
to the Company, we approve of the measures you have already 
taken in this matter, and shall depend upon your assurances of 
using the most effectual means to prevent’ the Dutch getting a 
footing in the Marétha dominions. We are sensible that the 
exclusion of the Dutch must necessarily be attended with some 
expense, the extent whereof and the manner of its application we 
shall leave to your discretion and good management, remindiny 
you only that the present situation of the Company’s affairs 
requires the utmost frugality in every outlay.® 


In the same letter (31st March 1756) the Court continue: The 
very being of the Company will in great measure depend upon our 
several settlements being in the best possible posture of defence. 
We cannot too earnestly recommend you in particular to be con- 
stantly on your guard that you may be in a condition to defend the 
island yen any hostile attempt. Your attention to our affairs 
on the Coromandel Coast and the considerable detachments of 
military you had sent thither, pt times when they were greatly 
wanted, are extremely agreeable to us, and convince us that you 
will always have in view the good of the service in general, when 
ge oe Ae eee ee Senet ea so 
en Bombay Sst Mar. 1756 pars 60, Pub Dep Court's L, Vol. 4 of 1752- 
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your circumstances will admit of, and those of our other Presiden- 
cies require assistance * 


A Consultation on the 21st August 1756 has the following entry: 
Reperuse the advices received last night (20th August) from the 
select committee at Fort St. George? After consideration remark 
thercon- These advices do not acquaint us how many of our 
Hon Masters’ ships are arrived from England, nor when, nor up 
to what date, they bring intelligence of the secret committee We 
theretore conclude the select committee must have despatched 
other patamars immediately on those ships’ arrival, by whom 
we may expect to receive a packet from our Hon. Masters, 
As to the large force which the secret committee are apprehen- 
sive the French have sent to India and which the gentlemen at 
Madras expect are destined to attack the settlements on their coast, 
¥we“ecannot but think there is equal or more reason to imagine the 
French force will be employed against thjs place rather than against 
Madias or Bengal, This seems the more hkely considering that the 
French are fully aware that Mr, Watson’s squadron has been 
stationed on the other coast all the fair monsoon, and that Coloncl 
Alereron’s (Abercorn’s?) regiment is there to assist the squadron, The 
French may also think from the report, which was current on the de- 
paa ture of our last year’s ships, that Colonel Clive with His Majesty’s 
three compames of the Royal Regiment of Artillery proceeded 
iminediately thither. They may also be deterred from action against 
Bengal, because of the great risk to largeships going up the Hugli and 
because of the ease with which Mr. Watson’s squadron mght come 
to the relief of Bengal. For these reasons we cé#nnot but conclude 
that the French will look on Bombay as the easiest conquest, and that 
we have the most reason to expect an attack, especially as we well 
know that the French have long been anxious to get a seaport on. 
this side of India capable of sheltering their ships from the monsoon, 
We have fully acquainted the gentlemen at Madras that it is not 
in our power to send them even the Protector exsept fitted as a 
merchant ship. As to their present strenuous requisition for both 
the Protector and the Revenge, it appears to us very improbable. 
that Mr. Watson will not be sufficiently reinforced from “Kurope, 
especially as the secret committee mention they had applied to the 
Munistry. We are fully concerned for the bad situation of our 
fon. Masters’ affairs in Bengal and are aware they have required 
a reinforcement from Madras. Still the ships recently arrived at 
Madras have doubtless brought out the usual number of recruits, 
and from the best accounts we can get of their strength it consists, 
including the King’s troops, of about 2500 Europeans. On the 
other hand, as Sir James Foulis’ accompanying statement shows, in 
consequence of draughts sent to Gheria and Fort Victoria our garri« 
sou consists of only 1571 men, including all the military, sick and, 
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well, of eveyy denomination,’ In these circumstances our unanimous 
opinion is that we are not able to reinforce the gentlemen at Macias, 
in the manner they desire, though, agreeable to our former resolistion, 
we still intend sending tle Protector. 


In the present state of affairs thinking it highly inctmbent on us 
with the utmost expedition to take all proper measures for rondermg 
Bombay as defensible as possible, especially’ on the side next the 
sea, resolved, as the works which Captain’ Jacques De Fanck intends, 
though we believe extremely well calculated, catmot be completed for 
‘a very considerable time, that fascine batteries ‘made of cocoanut 
trees and bamboos and mounted with heavy cannon be erected 
between the bandar and the fort, and wherever ‘else thé artillery 
officers consider the coast most exposed to the attack of lurge ships. 
Resolved further that steps be taken to ascertain that Captain Dg 
Funck has the proper number of cartridges’ fled with shot, w4ds; 
ironcrows, and handspikes as are wanted for working all the cannon 
at the first alarm ; thd the two prahms to be got ready to block 
up the entrance between the two Pier Heads; that. Major Chalmers 
with the King’s and our own artillery captains (the Chief Engincer 
being one) be consulted regarding our present situation and .what 
is necessary to render the place more defensible. And that the 
Hon. Company’s covenanted servants and other inhabitants be 
destined to such services as the President may think fit when 
occasion. requires,* 8 


At the same Consultation (2Ist August 2756) the President 
acquaints the military gentlemen that the unsettled state of affairs 
between us and the French in Eerope renders it probable the 
French might make an attempt on this place, and that the eom- 
mittee hac proposed ereeting fascine batteries, the better to guart 
against attack. This the military gentlemen judging very proper, 
they were desired to state what places in their opinion were best 
suited for such batteries, Major Chalmers was further acquainted 
that in ease of service His Majesty’s ‘troops should act where he 
liked best, and the Hon. Company’s troops elsewhere. Captain 
Jacques De Funck’s plan of the town was called for and inspected. 

-The gentlemen ehoosing to reconnoitre the ground next tho sea, 
as well &s to take the soundings of the harbour, before they came 
to a determination as to the works necessary to be set about and 
the best situation for them, they were desired to proceed accord- 
ingly, and Mr, Hough offering to give them all the information (in 


e 
The abstract of all the troops on Bombay, August 21st, 1756, is: 
Exteotive, Sick, Total. 
o King’s Artillery ... 0 ue we +2200 me 56. mm |, 276 
Company's Artillery 4. ., 199 — 16 — 211 
Enfantry oe eee 1080 8S 
» Total .. 1445. . 126° =. #459] 


Of these troops 986 are Europeans and 585 mesties (half castes) and topasses (ha 
= ee Of the whole number 337 are on“duty in town, 288 ) itancatay: 126 a 
sick, and 820 are in reserve, Bam, Gov, Consultation 2lst Aug. 1756, Secret an- 
Pies! Diay 2 of 1756, 126. e i 
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his power, his offer was readily accepted. The military» gentlemen 
were next informed that, on account of their expectations of the 
French, the select committee at Fort St. George had desired us to 
assist them with two principal eruisers °and a ieinforcement of 
Ewopeans, - In order that they might form a proper judgment, if 
it was in our power to send the cruisers, the state of the garrison 
given in this morning was laid before them, and they were asked 
whether m our present situdtion they thought 1t prudeut to comply 
with the Madras Committge’s request. All conclude that it was 
highly necessary for the safety of this island that we should keep 
all the torce we had on it, and $hat, was it their own case, they 
would not part with a single man, Finally, as 60 artillery lascars 
are on duty at Gheria, the services required from the artillery 
people are more than that corps is able to perform, Ordered that 
100 lascars be hired to assist in this emergency.! 


At a Consultation held five days later, 26th August 1756, the follow- 
ing letter from Sir James Foulis and other. mulrtary officers to the 
Piesident and Council, dated Bombay 21st August 1756, was read: 
Judging that an European enemy who should form any attempt agamst 
this place would do 1t on the side towards the sea, as the town has at: 
present but httle defence on that side and ships of force can cast anchor 
very near the fort, we have carefully examined what seemed most’ proper 
for strengthenmg the sea side. Under the Tank Bastion, rocks that 
advance some yards into the sea are dry at low tide and at high have 
about four or five feet of water over them, On these rocks a battery 
of cocoanut trees earth and stones may soon be raised and will be of 
gieat use against any ships that mht attack the Port. The site has 
been measured by Captam De Funck, whos reports it can he so disposed 
as to hold twelve guns, In case of an attack»in boats ths battery will 
have the advantage of being well flanked with small arms. <A sketch 
of the fort and*proposed battenes done by Captain De Funck, engineer, 
accompanies? On the other side of the fort, betwixt the Flag 
Staff Bastion and the further end of the bandar, # the ground 1s 
cleared of the Grand Chauki and some other ruinous buildings, there 
wil be 100m for thirty-four ‘or thurty-six guns, Other spots may bee 
found proper for batteries, But as the two places above mentioned 
are convemently situated for the defence of the fort and the ‘haibour, 
and as their batteries will lie low, and their works can soon be 
finished, we judge it will be proper .to set about these first rather 
than to take too much in hand, Lf we are straitened for tame it is better 
to have a small number of works all in good condition than a Breat 
number all undefensible, These will add forty to fifty guns to the de- 
fence of the fort, and may be set dbout as soon as materials, particu- 
larly cocoanut trees, are brought.’ After consideration resolved’ that 
two batteries, one on the rocks next the Tank Bastion, the other 
Letween the Flagstaff Bastion and the further end of the bandar, be 
approved and ordered to be immediately set about, In this connection 


the President mentions that to keep ‘the expense within the lowest. 
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possible bounds, he has ordered cocoanut trees to be provided, bemg 
such as are dead and of the least value with respect to bearing frut,, 


“though equally fit tobe used for batteries. Resolved, in case of an 


enemy attempting to land, that the field train be got realy in all 
respects to march on the first notice wherever it may be wanted and that 
the Major enquire exactly into the state of the militia and their a:ms+ 


At a Consultation, the 6th Septembey 1756, read the following 
further letter from Majors Sir James Foulis and John Chalmers to the 
President and Council, dated Bombay 3rd September 1756: If there 
is the least reason to apprehend that this place may be attacked by the 
French, it appears past dispute ‘that one grain of gunpowder onght 
not to be sent off the island, In order to put this 20 the clearest light, 
we will consider our own situation and what is likely to be that of an 
enemy that would attack us by sea. Captain Hough confirms the 
opimon that it is not to be imagmed that any attempt would be formed 
against this place with less than seven or eight ships of considerable force, 
Without magnifying the strength of the encmy, we may calculate that 
this ficet reckoning but one side of the ships will present agaist the 
town and castle near four hundred guns, If we have time to finel 
the batteries begun within these few days, we will be able to answer 
them wit five mortars and above ninety guns. In calculating what 
powder our guns and mortars will expend we find that im the space of 
twelve hours at; the ordinary rate of firing, which must take some inter- 


, mnission for respite both to men and guns, the powder used will amount 


to about nme hundred barrels, besides what may be requisite for the 
use of small arms. With regard to this calculation it is also to he 
observed that in order to husband the small quantity of powder we 
have, we propose to use guns ef lower dimensions than we would choose 
to use, if our magazines were filled im such a manner as ‘so important a 
service requires, This too is supposing things im the most favourable 
light for us, that. we are to be attacked only by seven er eighé ships, 
and that we lose no powder but what is expended on proper service, 
Tt oughteto be considered, that our powder, which is now laid up in 
masonry magazines, supposed. secure from accidents, must be brought 
out and im great part be laid ready for the use of the batteries, in maga- 
zines seedred only with beams and earth and made ina hurry. In 
these cireumstances nothing is more hkely than our losing fifty sixty 
or fourscore barrels at once, blown up by a casual shot or shell from 
the enemy. Our situation would be much worse if, instead of seven or 
eight ships a greater number should come against us. In such a case, 
though they might not have room to present their whole line at once. 
they could haul off their disabled ships, and supply their places with 
fresh ones, This would certainly erfable them to hold us in play for 
more than one day. If we part with any of our powder now, we will 
not have’ enough for two days, and what will our condition be if an 
cnemy should attempt to land, wheri our ammunition is spent. .At the 
very highest calculation we do not find the powder mills can make 
above three hundred barrels a month, that is about one-third of what 
we may have to spend in one day. Moreover the powdey-maker assures 
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us that dumng tlus rainy season within any limited tinte he cannot 
answer for finishmg any powder at all, Madras may have pressing 
occasion for gunpowder, but please to consider that when you did us 
the honour to ask our opimons and that of the Captams of the King’s 
and Company’s artillery at the Committee, August 21st, you seemed to 
be of the same sentiments with us that for the reasons then given it 
was most hkely'an attempt mght be formed on this place. If you 
think this the case, your owls ui gent necessities are first to be provided 
for Weare therefoie of opimon that so far fiom bemg able to spare 
any of your small stock of powder, no care ought to be omitted to 
merease what; you have, Resolved for the reasons stated in the above 
letter no gunpowder can be spared for Madias.! 


At a Consultation, the 6th October 1756, the Picsident acquaints 
the Boaid that the occasion of this meeting 1s to mform them that he 
last mght 1ecerved a packet from the Honourable the Secret Commitee 
(m England) enclogng some of Ilis Majesty’s printed declarations of 
war against the French King, These declarations of war bemg Jaid 
before the Board, directed that the Secietary réqune all the Honourable 
Company’s covenanted servants and other European mhalitants to 
attend at the Hon Wok to-morrow mormng by nine o’clock to hear 
the same proclaamed and that he hkewise send an ode: to the clerk 
cf the market for beating the battica to summon the Black inhabit- 
ants for that purpose. Also that one of the declarations be sent to 
each suboidinate settlement by the first_conveyance.” 


At a Consultation, the 12th October 1756, read the following letter 
from Captain Jacques De Funck to the President and Council, dated 
Bowbay 7th October 1756+ Yesterday, as a French War is declared, 
your Honours were pleased to order mt to deliver this day a plan 
of, Bombay showing the situation of the’fortaticd works and to 
mark out the necessary batteries to oppose any enemy As I 
mentioned in my last description submitted to the Board, the 
fortified work round the town is in a very bad condition, and 
the most of the sea side is quite open. » At the’sca sid® to the 
right and left of the fort are two batteries in A and B of the 


draught? and now in execution by your Honours’ appxobation.” 
To make the front of the fort stall more defensible I here propose” 


one battery in C, which shall cover the foot of the curtain from alt 
danger from attack. As this battery is to le horizontally out 
upon the pom of the rock it will force the enemy to keep off to a 
further distance. On this side of the fort under the curtajn is 
alrcady contrived a httle souterain with a gate, whieh will render 
it more convenient for a passage to and from this battery. This 
battery is to be made of the stems and leaves of the cocoanuf tree 
in the same manner as I have begun for the other battery below 
the fort by the Tank Bastion. It will be very necessary that the 
upper part of the Governor's house is taken down, as its ruins will 
prove a very ready material to throw over the curtain and fill the 


1 Secret and Political Diary 2 of 1756, 137, 139 - 140, 
2 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 6th Oct. 1756, Pub. Diary 29 of 1766, 410-411, 
3This plan has not beca tiaved (1892), 
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open space *which forms the battery. Upon the bed of rocks, before’ 
the” Méndvi and Royal bastions, I have proposed two similar 
cocoa-palm batteries marked D and E. These two batteries are to 
second the other batteries below round the fort, and likewise tho 
intervals between the two abovementioned bastions and the 
Castle. They will further secure the full flanked defence at present: 
wanting at the faces tof the Mandvi and Royal bastions. Dongri 
is a dangerous place. It ought to b& sustained with some gool 
battery to prevent the hill falling into the enemy’s possession. 
The plan will show in F and G the battery I now propose contrived 
with a full flanked defence which i{ necessary as that fort had none 
before. This battery may be made of ground and fascines which 
will make the expense as little as possible. It will be necessary to 
join this battery to the fort with chevaux de_frize, which I have 
ordered to be made, 


On the land side opposite the Banian bastion a small hill rises. 
about as high as the Town Wall. On this hill, a work which will 
not take long, a battery must be cut into the ground. This baltery 
will command much of Back Bay northward and southward. It will 
keep the enemy at @ distance, and hinder their approaches, or raising 
any batteries near the fortifications of the town. I have proposed 
another battery of tho same kind outside of the Apollo gate, which 
will be at the least expense possible. One thing must be observed, 
that the hedges and trees which surround most of this and the 
north parts ought to be destroyed or they will enable the enemy 
to come under the yall without being seen from any of these'works 


By the entrance of the Old Woman’s Island near Mr. Broughton’s 
house a fine spot commands one part of the entrance of the road 
and likewise Back Bay. Upon this place I propose a redoubt which 
can easily and speedily be cut downwardsin the ground. his 
redoubt will keep the vessels far out in the road and hinder an 
enemy entering the island.” 

After consideration the Secretary is directed to acquaint Captain 
eDe Funck that he has mistaken the verbal order we gave him the 6th 
September, which was to dehver in a plan of the whole works as they 
now stand, with the alterations he proposed making. As Captain 
De Funck represents 1+ to be necessary, agreed the trees and hedges 
within four hundred yards of the town wall be immediately cut 
down conformable to an order of the Board dated the 6th July 1739. 
In regard to the destruction of the upper part of the Fort House, shonid 
a Board of officers deem it absolutely necessary, the President wall issue 
orders to have it pulled down. At the same time a proper house must 
be first found for keeping the Secretary and Accomptant’s offices 
Resolved, when the batteries now raising are finished, that should they Ix 
cies necessary the others now proposed by Captain De Funck be 

gun. ; . 

At a Consyltation-held the same day (12th October 1756) approve 
the following opinion of the Council of War, dated Bombay 81) 

I aa a ee wee ee eer, 

4 Secrot and Political Diary 3 of 17 6, 173-176. yi 

2 Bom, Gov, Consultation, 12th Ont ae, ae and Political Diarg 2 of 1756, 172, 
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October 1758: Sir James Foulis acquainted the officers that he was — Chapter I. 
directed by the Goveinor to take their opimons of the best’ method of ae 
quaitermg the troops, mulitia, and other inhabitants of this island for 
vis defence, should an enemy attempt to land upon the island, The Soman War, 
following arrangements are proposed.” The several corps of military = 
and mnbltia are to rendezvous at the alarm post assigned them, from 

whence they may be immediately detached to oppose the enemy in their 

attempt to land. A propertionable train of field artillery 1s to 

accompany each party, which is to be remforeed by part of the garnsons 

of the adjacent forts. Should the town be attacked, the guards, 

officers included, w:ll amount to thjee hundred and sixty-three, and as 

it 1s probable that the attack may be from the sea, eight hundied more 

would be requisite to work all the artillery that might be biought to 

Lear upon ships in and coming into the Road. Now the garrison 

consisting but of twelve hundred military, 1t appears that the whole 

must be upon constant duty, without expecting a relief, a fatigue that 

could not possibly be long sustamed. This difficulty indeed is seemingly 

obviated by supposing that attacks made by sea are of a shoit 

continuance and therefore the fatigues of the defenders being short may 

be supported, Even granting this, a great inconvenience must 

necessanly happen for this reason that if any place should be too hardly 

pressed by the enemy, there would be no troops to spare for its 

assistance. To remedy this and other inconveniences, such a disposition 

of the military and other troops must be made as to make a relief 

possible. 


To employ the whole militia without distingtion on military 
duties would in all probability rather create confusion than further 
the service. It is therefore thought more proper to pick five 
hundred out of the whole, and four hundred sepoys, and to appoint 
a proportion of them for gnard, to do duty with the regular troops 
in such places particularly as are farthest from danger. By these 
means the duty will be eased, and more men may be spared for the 
service of such places as may want help. . After All this 216 men 
will still be wanted to complete our relief. This defect may be 
supplied by European seamen or lascars, of whom no disposjtion 13 
or can be made at present, since it depends upon the number of 
vessels that may be in port, or the occasional use that may be made 
of those people. If ordered ashore for land service, they may be 
appointed to rendezvous behind the marine banksaul (or storehouse) 
in the street leading to the Apollo gate. The European inhahitanta 
who make up but aninconsiderable number, may be reserved for a 
po guard, Such of the militia as are unfit for military duty may 

e usefully employed in helping to extinguish fires, in assisting to 
bury the dead or to carry off the wounded, to remount cannon or 
bring ammunition, For these, the upper baz4r seems a proper place 
of rendezvous. In case of an attack by land, two hundred men 
‘would be sufficient for the service of the cannon and mortars that 
might be eraployed against the enemy’s batteries and approaches. 
If, on the other hand, sallies are to be made, breaches repaired, and 
retrenchments cast up a much gxeater number must constantly 
attend for these several services. Nor ia it to be forgotten thet in 
B 1195—40 
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the preceding estimate no allowance is made for loss of men, nor 
for such as may be disabled by sickness wounds or other accidents, 
In fine, it seems in any case necessary to employ the ahove 
mentioned number of militia and sepoys or an equal number of 
equally good men in the manner and for the purposes already 
explained.! 

On the above ‘letter the select committee passed (12th 
October 1756) the following orders’ Sir James Foulis delivers 
in the opinion of the Council of War held agreeable to last 
Consultation. This is read and agreed to be carried into execution 
as fast as possible. Also that orders be sent to the subordinates 
(that is subordinate settlements or factories) and elsewhere for 
entertaining all the able bodied and useful men that can be met 
with? 

At a Consultation, the 1st November 1756, read the following letter 
from Captain Jacques De ‘unck to the President and Council, dated 
Bombay Ist November 1756: Agreeable to your Honours’ commands 
I now deliver the plan of Bombay fortifications’ as they now stund 
with the additional works which I have proposed to render this place 
more defensible in the same manner as I have long since shown tlic 
Board. Iam now at work upon another project to fortify this place 
on the land side to a larger extent, by which means many of the build- 
ings now without the town will be included in it, which I hope will 
prove to your Honours’ satisfaction as well as to that of the inhabit- 
ants, With this plan and proj Till clearly demonstrate the 
advantage and disadvantage of the expense. I must humbly beg to 
be-excused that this rough sketch I now lay before your Honours is 
not so completely finished a8 I could have wished. My time will not 
permit 1t otherwise. I am constantly employed about the fortifica~ 
tions, and have very little assistance either in that or in the command of 
the train, I cannot charge myself with any neglect or delay in the 
performance of anything my superiors have ordered me and hope to 
be commended by my Honourable Employers for the same.‘ 


Resolved that as Captain De Funck represents he is so fully 
engaged with the duty of Engineer that he cannot attend properly 
to thee train, the Major put the next officer in command of the train 
till Captain De Funck has more leisure. This is not in any shape to 
prejudice Captain De Funck’s emoluments arising from the train 
during such interval & ; 

Ka Congultation, the 19th November 1756, reperused a letter 
from Captain Hugh Cameron, Clerk of the Works, setting forth that 
he had complied with our order of the 13th October for cutting down 
all frees or hedges within four hundred (400) yards of the Lown wall, 
Agreed, in order to prevent their growing again, that Captain Cameron 
be required to turn up the roots, 


2 War Council's Opmion, Bombay 8th Oct 1756, Secret and Political Diary 2 of 
3756, 176 © 177 3 Secret and Polstical Diary 2 of 1766, 172-173. 
x his plan not traced (1892). 4 Secret and Pohtical Diary 2 of 1756, 205-206 
; Bom. Gov Consultation, 19th Nov, 1756, Secret and Pohtical Diary 2 of 1756, 212. 
Bom Gov. Consultation, 19th Nov. 1756, Secret and Political Diary 2 of 1756, 212 
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At a Consultation, the 30th November 1756, the President 
informs the Board that since the declaration of war the Chief 
' Engineer has represented to the select committee that he deems 
it necessary that the upper part of the Fort House should be pulled 
down. Resolved that Sir James Fouls consult with Major 
Chalmers and His Majesty’s and the Honourable Company’s 
artillery Captains on a survey of the same and report what part 
they judge ought to be pulled down, as we imagine a considerable 
part. of the House may stand without incommoding the defence of 
the fort. 


Ata Consultation the 7th Dezember 1756 read the following 
survey report on the Fort House, dated Bombay 2nd December 
1756: After having considered the disposition of the buildings, it 
seemed absolutely necessary that the back part of the accountant’s 
office and of the Secretary’s apartments and the stair leading 
thereto should be pulled down as far as the inner arch of the gate- 
way in a line parallel to the curtain , because in case of an attack 
on the fort, the ruins of these buildings would fall on the ramparts 
and be an obstacle to the defence The curtain itself ought to be 
strengthened by walling up part of the embrazures and thickening 
the parapet with parts of the materials of the buildings pulled 
down. When that 1s done and the space cleared by the demolition 
of the places mentioned, they will then be able to judge more 
exactly whether and how far it is requisite to pull down more. 
Resolved that these recommendations be carricd out immediately 
after all the Europe ships are despatched and that in the mean 
time a proper house be provided tor keeping the secretary’s and 
accountant’s oflices ? 


A Consultation of the 22nd February 1757 resumes: The regis- 
ters belonging to the secietary’s and accountant’s offices being 
ready for removing as soon as a proper house can be hired for 
that purpose and the fair season being much advanced, resolved 
that the chief engineer be ordered to begin pulling down the back 
part of the Fort House agreeable to the artillery officers’ opinion 
and our determination thereon.? 


A Consultation of the Ist March 1757 continues: Netwith- 
standing the report noticed in Consultation of 7th December last 
as Captain De Funck insists that most if not all the upper part of 
the Fort House must be pulled down in order to render the fort 
sufficiently defensible, and as this will make it impossible for +he 
President to continue therein or to keep the public otfices where they 
now are, and as there 1s no proper house to be hired, resolved the 
offices may be kept in any remaining rooms of the Fort House. - At 
the same time since the tank-house 1s wanted to accommodate the 
admirals on their coming here, the President will be destitute of 
a house for his town residence and Mr. J. Spencer’s house is to 
be disposed of on his departure for Anjengo. This house from 


1 Bonr Gov. Consultation, 30th Nov. 1756, Pub Diary 29 of 1756, 582-533. 
2 Bom Gov. Consultation, 7th Dec. 1756, Pub. Diary 29 of 1756, 538, 541. 
3 Bom, Gov. Consultation, 22nd Feb. 1767, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 59. 
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the late additions and improvements may easily be made fit for 
the President. It is therefore unanimously resolved to offer 


‘Mr. Spencer what the house has cost. Mr, Spencer being present 


accepts this offer and declares he will subscribe to a particular 
account of the cost of the house as it stands on, his books, which 
he imagines will be about Rs. 15,0002 


At a Consultation the 18th July 1757 the President then 
informing the Board that on consulting the chief engineer re- 
garding the sand-hill without the town wall and opposite the 
Banian bastion, which from its height and situation might annoy 
the gariison extremely in case of being attacked by the French 
on the land side, the engineer recommended its being levelled, He 
therefore proposes ordering the major to set the mulitia imme- 
chately about it and that no person belonging to that corps be 
excused from this service without sending a man in his room. 
This 1s approved? 


At a Consultation, the 23rd August 1787, the new fortification 
paymaster reporting that some sepoys who were sent the middle 
of last month (July) to work at the Prince’s bastion have refused 
to receive the usual pay-of 4 piee a day hitherto allowed them on 
being employed in making the old and new dry dock, he i 
directed not to allow them or any other sepoys anything more 


At a Consultation, the 2nd August 1757, it being necessary thal 
we should know the exact number of covenanted servants such a: 
belong to the private merchants’ ships and other Duropeans a 
mestee inhabitants capable of bearing arms now on the island 
exclusive of such as belong to His Majesty’s detachment of artiller: 
or serve the Honourable Company in the military marine o 
mihtia; Ordered that the Seeretary require their attendance at th 
fort on Friday morning next in order for their being mustered. 

Three days later (5th August 1757) a Consultation resumes 
Having this day mustered the Honourable Company’s covenante 
servants and other persons belonging to the island noticed in oy 
last Consultation for the better defence of the place in case of bein 
attacked by the French, and finding them to consist almo' 
entirely of Huropeans and no more than 94 in number, resolve 
that they be all formed into an independent company under 11 
command of Charles Crommelin, William Sedgwicke, and Geor; 
Scotti, and that whenever the attendance of those gentlemen | 
ary of them is required by the President, the next eldest cov 
nanted servant in standing command the company in their stead. 

At a Consultation held the 27th September 1737, the Preside 
ea reg: the Board that in consequence of his request the N& 
(Bal4j, Peshwa) has sent him an order to, Raméji Pant, govern 
of the neighbouring country, for receiving the European lad. 


Re 


} Bom, Gov, Consultation, 1st March 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 63-64, 

: Bom Gov. Consultation, 18th J uly 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 2764 

; Bom Gov, Consultation, 23rd Aug. 1757, Pub, Diary 30 of 1775, 322. 
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and children and affording them suitable accommodation at Thana 
in case of our being attacked by the French} 


On learning of this proof of the friendly feeling of the Maréthés 
the Directors wrote 25th April 1753: "Your comphmenting the 
Nana’s gencial Rémdji Pant in the manner you did on the mvita- 
tion to his daughter's marmage meetS with our approbation, as 
such civilities are the best means for conciliating the Mardthds to 
our interest. It gives us pleasure to observe the sttong and recent 
istance of the friendship subsisting between you and the Marathds 
in the Ndna’s giving an order to Raméji Pant for receiving and 
accommodating at Thana the Ejropean ladies and children in case 
of your being attacked by the French. We shall depend upon your 
assurances for cementing and improving this good understanding 
by all fitting means.? 

Shortly after the Bombay Government received Nana’s friendly 
assurances (27th September 1757) the, following letter regarding 
the war preparations of the French (dated 25th March 1757) reached 
(27th December) the President from the. Directors: Great pre- 
‘parations are making for carrying on the war between the British 
and French nations with the utmost vigour. The French .have 
been very industrious 1n fitting out an armament at Port L’Orient 
for the Kast Indies, It consists of twelve of the French Company’s 
ships to be jomed by six large ships of the King’s and two frigates, 
on board of which four thousand land forces were to be embarked 
under the command of Mr. Lally. 


About the same time (27th December) arriyed a Despatch of 
the Court’s, dated the 4th May 1757, in which the Directors write : 
The general situation of public affair’ so far as they affect the 
Company, and the necessary directions in this time of danger, as 
well with respect to the French as your concerns with the Mardthds 
and othe: country powers, will be communicated by the gentlemen 
ot the Secret Committee to our President and the rest of the 
Select Committee at Bombay.* 


The Despatch continues: Your care and vigilance are not to bg 
confined to your presidency. In this dangerous juncture they 
must extend to the general interest of the Company whenever and 
whenever 1t is in your power ta be of service. For this purpose 
a good harmony must be kept up with our other presidencies that 
you may mutually assist each other.® 

At a Consultation, the 21st October 1757, the President lays Sefore 
the Board translate of four French papers intercepted yesterday 
by a petamar from some gentlemen at Goa and at the Isle of 


+ Bom Gov. Consultation, 27th Sept 1757, Pub. Diary 80 of 1757, 868, 
= ace tae 25th Apri 1759 para 90, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 5 of 
1757 - 1761, 182. 
Ae A we cd 25th March 1757 para 9, Pubhe Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 5 of 
o7-1iel, 2. 
- Cure ts Bombay 4th May 1757 para 79, Pub. Dep. Court’s Lettors Vol. B of 
67-1761, 25 
5 Cowt to Bombay 4th May 1757 para 80, Pub, Dop. Court’s Litters Vol & of 
4757-1761, 25, 
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France for Messieurs Le Verier and Boucard at Surat. These letters 
advise that the first division of the French fleet, which we suppose, 
must be the ships which passed Tellicherry the latter end of August, 
is arrived in India; that a second division was expected at Mauritius 
from Brazil where they say they heard it was already arrived, and 
that a third was promised “to leave France before the end of the 
year. The writer acknowledges he does not credit the last division, 
and we think it‘highly improbable tkey could have advice of the 
second division being already at Brazil. We hope there ma 
be nothing but gasconade in either the second or the third divi- 
sion. We have the satisfaction tor perceive they are so greatly dis- 
tressed for wheat at Mauritius that'they order a very large quantity 
to be purchased and sent by any means possible from Surat. One 
of the letters in cipher, dated at Mauritius 19th August last, 
addressed to a committee of their India Company and strenuously 
recommended to be forwarded overland, is referred to the Select 
Committee to decipher it, With directions that if they fail copies 
may be forwarded to the Honourable the Secret Committee and 
the Select Committee at Madras that they also may endeavour to 
decipher it.! 


At a Consultation the 22nd November 1757 the President 
acquaints the Board that so long as the French war continues he 
thinks it proper that the town gates should be shut at beating the 
retreat, but that the wicket be kept open till the usual time. To 
obviate any inconvenience arising from this regulation he intends 
ordering that the gates shall be opened to admit any gentleman and 
his company who has the parole or may be engaged with him at 
Parell. This is approved.’ 


On the 5th February 1757 several houses near Dongri Fort 
were accidentally burnt. As, if rebuilt in the same place, these 
houses would interfere with the fortifications, Government ordered 
(7th February 1757) the Collector to take the necessary measures 
for preventing their rebuilding. Next day a publication was 
issued requiring all persons, who, under pretence of assisting them, 
‘had robbed the sufferers by the late fire of any effects, to deposit 
the samg in the Bombay custom house on or before Saturday next, 
otherwise any person in whose possession such property might after- 
wards be found or who might be proved to have purchased ar 
secreted the property would be prosecuted agreeable to law? 

In4757 a new issue and translation of leading publications or 
regulations was prepared. On the 15th April 1757 at a meeting of 
the Board Messrs. Crommelin, Byfeld, and Whitehill were appoint- 
ed a committee to inspect the different publications and select certain 
of them for issue.* 


On the 20th September following (1757) the committee Jaid 


-before the Board such publications as in their opinion ‘ought to be 


rrr er 
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renewed for preserving good order and government ow the island, 
The Council agreed that the collection should be sent round to the 
members for perusing them at their leisure.! 

On the 25th November after certain alterations and additions the 
publications weredirected to be translated into the country languages 
and read at the usual puble places. As they were bulky, and as 
the inhabitants could not. be sufficiently informed of their contents 
by one public reading, it wa$ agreed that copies should be lodged in 
the Collector’s and clerk of the markets’ office, and the inhabitants 
required to read them there that none plead ignorance thereof.? 


In Surat the year 1755 seemé to have been quiet and prosperous, 
On the 4th May 1757 the Court write: We observe with satisfac- 
tion the good understanding with the Surat government, and trust 
our affairs are likely to be carried on at that place without the 
interruption and difficulties you have experienced for some time 
past. All prudent measures must be used to continue and preserve 
this tranquillity.® 

The same Despatch (4th May 1757) contains the following refer- 
ence to the result of the capture of Gheria by Colonel Clive (13th 
Febroary 1756): ‘The umbrage which the Marathds have taken on 
the capture and plundering of Gheria without their assistance and 
participation, bears an unpleasing aspect. We observe a treaty 
was on foot when your last advices came away to accommodate 
matteis. We hope it has been attended with success. If itis at 
all times greatly for the Company’s interest to be upon friendly 
terms with the Mardthds, it 1s more particularly-so in the present 
dangerous situation. In this connection we cannot a\oid observing 
that the Fresident has shewn his attenjion to the Company’s 
interest in procuring a grant from the Mardthas for excluding the 
Dutch from trading in their territories. This was a great piece of 
service and meets with our entire approbation * 


In the same letter (4th May 1757) the Court continue: We 
shall depend hkewise upon your using all prudent measures to 
prevent the Dutch settling in the Sidi’s country at Rajpuri. Ase 
you represent the applying of some money among the Sidi'8 peoples 
was very necessary on the occasion, we do acquiesce thereir as well 
as give you a liberty of making use of this method when it is 
absolutely necessary and done with the utmost frugality.® 


The 1757 records contain a few references to the increase af the 
Company’s military strength at Surat. A Consultation of the 
26th September records: ‘The chief and factors at Surat acknow- 
ledged the receipt of our commands of the 12th by the eonvoy 
and advised that as soon as some Arabs which they were enlisting 
were ready to go on board they should return such part of 
the convoy as wasordered, That their thinking the service required 


1 Bom Gov. Consultation 20th Sept. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 383. 
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expedition if the despatch of the sepoys had induced them to embark 
five companies on the Afonmouth ketch and three country boaty 
hired for that purpose as no other opportunity was likely to offer. 


On the 6th October 1757 the Council remark: As we esteem the 
Arabs the best country military and as they are rot to be alluwed 
provisions on shore we would have the chief and factors at Surat 
procure another company of Arabs.® 


References also continue to difficulties arising from Enghshmen 
taking service in Native States. On the 27th September 1757 the 
superintendent reporting that he hgs been informed the two officers 
of the Anne snow when formerly éttached to the ships ZZector and 
Protector, ran away with their boats and entered into Angrw’s 
service, Government direct that the superintendent confine them iu 
order for their being examined.’ 


Ata Consultation, the 22nd November 1757, the Council record 
the following: As the town has become very dirty in great measure 
owing to the little regard the inhabitants pay to the scavenger on 
account of his being always a junior servant, agreed that a 
member of the Board be appointed to that office, and that all houses 
within the town be proportionably taxed for maintaining a sufliciont 
number of labourers, carts, and buffaloes for keeping the towa 
clean. 


A Consultation of the 3rd March 1758 records that as fires have of 
late frequently broke out in and near the town and as the procipal 
envineer has represented how much the risk of fire is increased by 
pot or tile-makers carrying on their business among or near other 
houses, agreed that a publieation be issued by beat of drum requir- 
ing all potters and tile’makers to move to the suburbs within a 
month from this date under the penalty of a fine or of corporal 
punishment.! 


That the security which followed the destruction by Coloncl 
Clive ahd Admiral Watson of the pirate stronghold of Ghena on 
,the Ratnagiri Coast (18th February 1756) should have proved of 
more advantage to the Dutch and French, who had no shelter on 
the west coast of India, than to the English who enjoyed the secmity 
of Bombay, though natural, was an unexpected and most un- 
palatable result to the Court of Directors. In a despatch of the 
dth July 1758 the Court wrote: It is with infinite concern we plainly 
see ee the destruction of Angria proves a happy event to our 
rivals in trade. After all our immense expenses the Company's 
affairs are brought into a worse situation. For although from year 
to year we have been amused with the most specious promises that 
the Dutch should be drove from Réjépur, and this indeed is one of 
the strongest articles in your treaty, yet the Ndna has not driven 


1 Bom Gov. Consultation 26th Sept, 1787, Pub Diary 30 of 1757, 305-366, 

3 Pub, Diary 30 of 1757, 375. 3 Pab, Diary 30 of 1757, 368, 

4 Bom. Gov, Consultation 22nd Nov. 1767, Pub. Diary 30 of 1767, 428, Forrest's 
Home Series, II, 93. 


* Bom, Gov, Consultation 3nd March 1788, Pub, Diary 3) of 1758, 168. 
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them out. And now Gheria is gone, we are in douké if he ever Chapter I. 
will. Now as we esteem 16 & matter of the last importance to Hastory. 
Bombay that the Dutch should be dislodged for ever from Réj4- ean wien tl 
pur, we call upon you in the most strious manner to exert Wefabat. 
yourselves, using every prudent.and political step with the Gheria, 
Marathds and Sidis to shut out these dangerous competitors in 1758. 


trade. Indeed when we consider the great influence you have over 
the Sidis both of Surat aad Rdéjdépur, and your cemented interest 
with the Mardth4s, it is a matter of wonder that this has not sooner 
been effected. 

In the following year (25th A}ril 1759) the Court add: We shall 
depend upon your seeing that article of the Gheria Treaty with the 
Mardthds at all times effectually observed and executed, whereby they 
promise never to permit the Dutch to have any settlement or to 
carry on any trade in their dominions through Rajdépur or any other 
port. Your utmost endeavours must 49 continued to prevent and 
frustrate all Dutch attempts to settle at Bassein,* 


The recent novel and erushing disasters, the capture of Madras in 
17548 and of Caleutta in 1756,* brought to the front the urgency of 


1 Court to Honey 5th July 1758 para 30, Pub. Dep. Court's L, Vol. 5 of 1757-1761, 134. 
In this Despatch the Court seer to confuse the Mar4tha R4j4pur where the Dutch 
had a factory with the Sidi Réypurt (Janjira) where the Dutch never had a settlement, 
In the record the name 1a written Rojepore once and Rojapore twice, 

= Court to Bombay 25th April 1759 para 91, Pub, Dep. Court’s L. Vol. & of 1757- 
1761, 182, 

3In Janaary 1756 the Bombay Government write to the Court; It 18 the greatest 
satisfaction to us to observe your Honours’ approval of our sending a reinforcement 
to Madras. We do not doubt ere this your Honoufs have been unformed of the treaty 
which the President and Council concluded with the French, the 11th January 1755, 
to contmue in force till your Honours’ pleasure is known. The Roard have since 
settled with the French for the mutual returning each other’s deserters on that 
coast, and hope your Honours may succeed in your endeavours for establishing a lasting 
peace, should not a war break out between the two nations Bombay to Court 31st 
Jan 1756 para 103, Pub Dep Letters to Court, Vol. 4 of 1756-57037 . 

* Letter from Chinsura, dated the 11th of July 1756, advised the troubles at 
Bengal wero occasioned by the Enghsh giving protection to the family of Réja 
Dulab, the governor of Decca, who had been summoned by Surdj-ud-Daula on his 
succession to the Nabobship {on the death of ne grandfather Ah Verdikhin) ta, 
come to Muxadavad to give an account of his admmistration. On thi, through 

‘apprehensions of losing ha head and treasure, he despatched all his family with 
Ins mches to Calcutta and repaired to Muxadavad. That the Governor and Coanait, 
Messra. Holwell Mannmgham and Frankland excepted, agreed to give the protection 
of the British flag to Dulab’s family. The Nabob being advised thereof demanded 
them from the English, and, enraged at thew refusal, came down with an ar of 
100,000 men ond a large tram of artillery, attacked Fort Walhay, and afte¥ two 
days’ cannonading got possession, That the Governor, some of the Council, and 
others had retired on board the shipa the day before, but ajl the prisoners taken 
were in irons That the castle and town with the factory at KAsimba: were, totally 
sumed, the houses all plundered, and the inhabitants fied or murdered. That the 
Governor bad carned on board with him all the money and jewels which the inhabitants 
hod lodged in the fort for security, put Amichand in irons, and sewed 82 lakhs (of 
rupees), with the money of Raja Dulab, That by the mediation of Khoja Vand the 
™abob on his approach to Calcutta would have accommodated matters, but the Enghsh 
would not come to terms. That the Moors had erected a battery under Fort Wilham 
without receiving @ shot from the fort. That on the surrender of the fort the 
Nabob had confined ell the prisoners m 8 close warehouse where most of them perished 
«ther for want of ar or through the noisome vapours. But Mr. Holwell, Court, and a few 
othcra were carried up in irons, and Mr. Watts and the second of Késimbazir sot at liberty 
to go to the coast, for which purpose they wore gone tg the French: That Mr, Watts 
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determining the limits of civil and military responsibility and control 
in any of the Company’s settlements during a state of siege, In a 


on gomg out to treat with tho Naboh before Késimbazdr, wag by him detained a 
prisoner. That the next day Mr. Collet proceeded on the same errand, but soon 
returned with some of the Naheb’s people to deliver up the ammunition. That the 
Nabob had given Calcutta the name of Allnegger and made his mamster Monhs Gent 
governor of 1+ That the Prnssans would on this oc€asion lose 24 lakhs, the Armemuna 7, 
and the Danes and Portuguese would suffer considerably, That the Dutch had paul 500,000 
and the French 400,600 rupees to the Nabob. He further advised that the Engheh had 
apphed for a re-estabhshment in Calcutta. (Extract from a letter, 1th Jaly 1756, from 
a gentleman at Chinsura giving an account offthe troubles in Bengal. Pub, Diary 1st 
Oct, 1756, Vol. 29 of 1766, 403-404; Forrest’? Home Serics, If 91-92.) | 

On the above the Byard observe (ist October 1756): Taking into consideration the 
unhappy situation which private advices lately received give of our Honourable Masters’ 
affairs m Bengal, resolved that we send directions to the Chicf and Factora at Tollicherry 
and Anjengo to procure all the pepper they can without paying an exorbtant price, 
and that we advise the gentlemen m Bengal that in case they cannot return ther 
ships home and send a second skip round to Tellicherry, having resolved the 21st 
ultimo (Sept, hes to provide for one (we will do our utmost endeavours to load them 
both at that place) and Anjengo, but at the same time repeat that they will lade what 
redwood and saltpetre they can, in part of both ships’ tonnage ; and shouid it so happen 
that they cannot send us a supply of saltpetra kentledge in the ships, we must desire 
that the ships may come properly ballasted, as no ballast but sand, which is lughly 
improper and dangerous, is procurable on the Malabér Coast, (Pub, Diary let Oct: 
1756, Vol 29 of 1756, 400 ) 

On the Lith October 1756 received a letter from Mr. John Zopbenmh Holwell 
at Muxadavad, dated 7th July, advising the factory at Késimbazdr bemg goven up 
to the Nabob the 4th June by the most unhappy and unaccountable infatuatwa im the 
Chief and Council there The foundation of their ruin was lund. The accession was too 
impoitant to the Nabob to be relmquished, For further details see Pub. Diary, 1th 
Oct 1756, Vol, 29 of 1756, 413 to 419; Forrest’s Home Senes, II, 89-91, In thor 
letter to the Cowrt, 30th October 1756, the Bombay Government wnte: Our lust ad- 
vised your Honours our having learnt by private advices that the old Nabob of Beugal’s 
death had occasioned disturbances there, and 1t is with the greatest concern we have now 
to acquaint your Honours thét we despatch the Phenw sloop quick up to Dasra 
purposely to communicate to your Honours the melancholy situation of your affairs in 
Bengal, for which purpose we shall lay before you extracts of two letiors for eae 
Honours from Messrs, Watts and Collet, dated at Chandranagar the 16th and 17th of 
July (1756) received the 7th instant (October 1756) under a flying seal by Surat , also the 
extract ofa letter from Mr. John Zepheniah Holwell to ns, dated at Muxadabad tho 
17th of July and received the 1ith instant (Oct. 1756) by patemar, bemg as follows, 
That of the 16th of July from Messrs Watts and Collet advises that Fort William was 
taken the 20th of June (2756) by the Nabob of Bengal, grandson of Aliverdikhén, who 

edied last March For further details see this Bombay letter to the Court dated 80th 
Ast, 1756, Pub, Dop. Letters to the Court, Vol. 4 of 1756-57, 100-119. 
__ Of the hostihtics between the English and the Nabob and the troubles at Caleutta 
in 1756-57 the following extract from a subsequent (10th May 757) letter from Bombay 
to the Court gives some details; We ekall hkemse herd lay before your Honours 
an extract of the account transmitted the President respecting the hostihties carried 
on against the Nabob. The squadron had but a very mdifferent passuge from 
Madias to Benga) in which Admiral Pocock in the Cumberland and your Hosonrs’ ship 
Malbro were separated from them (bat the former got mito Ballasore Itvad ond we 
learn hag proceeded to jon the Admiral and the latter got into Rogues River about the 
10th of January), After a few days’ stay at Futtah to refresh such of the people ax were 
affected with the scurvy, the squadron went up and attacked Budge Badge Fort. 
This employed them near a day, Colonel Clive and his party landed overnight on the 29th 
ef Decomber and the next morning fell in with Manekchand, the governor of Calcutta, 
‘who came down with a strong party to relieve Budge Budge. After a smart akirmieh 
‘the Colonel put them to the rout and would have pursued them had he been well 
acquainted with the country, However they heard forty of them were drowned in hastily 
igee arivulet, Ménekchand’s state elephant was killed by @ piece of artillury and 
o got a shgbt wound himself on the head and lost: three or four of ine best Jamundérs. 
ur Joss was nine killed and as Many wounded and Ensign Kerr in your Honours’ service 
bi shot through the heart, Before noon the 80th of December the sp had mgh 
imlenced the guns of the fort and ovorset all the carriages but two, Towards night the 
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Despatch dated 12th May 1758 the Court write: In ordet to guard 
as much as lies in our power against those striking calamities 


Admiral sent ashore 4 party of seamen to the Colonel’s assistance, one of whom leapmg upon 
the wall fired lus pistolsand gave three eheers whith occasioned the alarm of a storm 
runnng through the whole and made them rush upon (from) the enemy in such a manner 
that in Jess than ten monutes there was not one found remaming in the fort It was 
currently reported that the governor of Budge Budge who was a favourite of the 
Nabob s and a good soldier was found°’among the dead. The Keng had two men wounded 
there by a six-pounder and Captam Dugald Campbell was killed on shore, The next day 
(31st) was spent in sprikmg up and dismounting some guns and oversettimg others. , 
On the Ist of January they reached Tapna Fort and ats opposite Mocha Tanna, 
which forts immediately began firing on th 'm but were deserted on their getting abreast 
of them. They set fire to both sides m the’ evenmg and spiked up and overset the guns 
asat Budge Budge The following morning (2nd of January) the Kent and T'yyer 
get under weigh and Captam Martin in the Salisbury had orders to lay between 
those two last forts as a guardship (but from which he was expected to yom the Ad- 
mural on the 8th) and the Adimral had hkewise ordered Tanna Fort to be blown up 

‘The enewy in Calcutta hegan firmg on the Xent and Z'yyer mm less than half an bour 
after they waghed. The Tyger led and was thrice dulled from the fort but warmly 
returned the comphment as soon as she had got her broadside to bear upon it; the Kent 
brought up presently after and discharging about 150 of herlower deck shot made the 
encmy cease firmg, the whole of which did not exceed three-fourths of an hour and our 
forces once more got possession of Fort Wilham and Calcutta. The Kent did not receive 
a single shot, but the 7’yger had 7 lniled and 8 wounded Next day being the 8rd of 
January the Admiral went ashore in form and delvered up the keys and reinstated 
Mr. Drake and his Council mm the Government Many of your Honours’ godowns were 
full of your stores which had not been touched and many houses not much hurt, in- 
habitants begin to flock in daily, and bazdrs increase That other accounts said ag 
soon as the Nabob heard of our success at Budge Budge and the other forte he 1mme- 
diately determmed to march down with his whole army consisting of 80,000 men to 
drive us away and had accordingly detached Ins advanced guard commanded by one 
J4fur Ah Khin who came ag far asa place called Plessy (Plassey) and there halted That 
it was also reported that our forces commanded by Major Kilpatrick consisting of the 
grenader company with 200 sepoys, and a detachment of seamen besides the Bradyewater 
and King Fisher sloop, bad in ther way to Hugfi taken @ Moor's town called Cow 
Culchee where they met with great mches A party*of 8000 men commanded by 
Maunikchand, late governor of Enteutta, was sent to remforce it but arrived too late. 
That Captain David Ramue of the Success galley, who left Calcutta the 7th of February 
and armved at Madras the 22nd, brought advice that Houghley (Hugh) was taken without 
much opposition and the loss on our side only seven killed and 10 or 12 wounded The 
plunder found m the place was in goods to the value of only about one lékheof rupees 
awing to the Dutch at Chmsura baving given protection to all the Moors’ effects that could 
be ¢ nvemently carmed thither, and all that were found beg shipped off the town of 
Hugh and every thing within two leagues round it on both sides the ziver were 
varnt to ashes. That about the Ist of February the Nabob’s advanced guard came dowr 
and encamped tpon Dum Dum plain at some distance from where ColoneleClive had 
strongly mtrenched himself, bemg the only avenue by which the Nabob could go to 
attack Calcutta. The “Nabob sent word he was willng to accommodate matters 
anncably and would receive any proposals for us at Barraset On this Colonel Chve 
ecnt two gentlemen with bis demands, They were scarce got out of our camp when 
they found themselves at the Nabob’s quarters .at Amichand’s Garden House (buylt b 

Mr Halsey) On their expressing surprise at his bemg therewhen he said he shoul 

wait at Barraset, the Nabob replied it was true he had made such a promise, but hie 
people had brought them on contrary to his design. After some time spent in discours- 
ing upon trifles he referred them to lus mmisters. But ther conversation vath the 
ministers bemg of as little consequence they got «way as soon as they could, In 
addition to the above proof that nothing could be effected by way of negotintion the 
Moore had begun to set fire to the houses at the extremities of the town, Colonel 
“hve determmed to attack the Nabok immediately and the next morning marched 
with all lus military force and sepoys. The Admiral had landed with about 500 seamen 
to attack the Nabob’s quarters and take all hus artillery. He set out about 3 o'clock 
and arrived at the Moors’ camp about daybreak, but it bemg an excessive foggy 
mornng Ins guide mistook the way and they missed the Nabob’a quarters and hig 
artillery They, however, continued their march through the camp im a column keeping 
a constant fire on all sides, which mowed down numbers os they went on and drove 
the Moore before them without any loss on our part till about nine o'clock, when thp 
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that have befallen us in ‘the captures of our settlements 
of Madras and Bengal, we have appointed a succession of 


fog dispersing they found themselves in front close to the Nebob’s cannon situated 
upon an eminence with @ trench before it. The enemy discovering heir advantage 
began immediately to play upon us and before we could get out of the line of fire 
killed some men and officers Colonel Clive immediately retreated towards the Bread 
and Cheese Bungalow Road and about 11 o’clock got safe into Calcutta, having made 
@ ercint of six miles from lus intrenchment in lus march through the camp 
avhich gtood on that extent of ground, as the number of the Moors was near 
100,000, After refreshing his men in the afternoon he returned to Lis intronchment 
near Perins, Our loss that day was about forty Europeans killed and 30 wounded 
Among tho former were Captain W. Pye of the Grenadiers and Captam ‘Tumothy 
Bridge who acted as Aid-de-Camp, Mr. W. Belches Colonel Clive’s secretary, and 
some inferior sea officers. The wounded were Captain Nicholas Weller of thy King’s Re- 
piment, Captain Fraser in your Honours’ service and Lieutenant Rumbold though but 
shghtly, with some others whose names are not mentioned. Mr. W Ellis, one of your 
Honours’ covenanted servants, had also his leg shot off, and, his thigh bemg much shattered, 
it‘was believed he would not recover. ‘The Nabob moved his camp to a greater dis. 
tance that day, but it is said came the next day and posted it within a mile and a half 
of Colonel Clive’s intrenchment, and to prevent his being again surpriscd and to keep 
his people more alert, continued firmg guns all night Jong. It was reported he lost 
between four and five thousand men inthe action. Bombay to the Court 10th May 1757, 
Pub. Dep. Letters to the Conrt, Vol. 4 of 1756-57, 209-211, 

The success of the Enghsh at Calcutta (1757) after the’ hostilities between them 
and the Nabob, is thus reported tothe Court by the Bombay Government (14th March 
1757); It is with great pleasure we have now to acquamt your Honours thet by 2 
letter which the President received the 7th instant (March 1757) from a considerable 
merchant at Muxadavad, we have the agreeable news of the English forces in Bengal 
disembarking the 81st December and re-taking your settlement at Calcutta tho 2nd 
January. And though we impatiently expect further particulars of this fortunate 
event, we have judgedsit necessary to transmit this brief account thereof without loss 
of time and ghall advise your Honours as expeditiously as possible of such information 
as we may hereafter receive. On the 27th of January came a patamar with a duphcate 
letter of the 15th September and another of the 25th of October from your President 
and servants conducting your Honours’ affairs in Bengal, both dated at Futtab, 
These are the only advices we have received from them since the misfortunes 
attending your affairs there in which they desire us to assist them with the Proteator, 
another ship of force, and a detachment of military and artillery, We havo the 
satisfaction to acquaint your Honours that they were long before reinforced from hence 
sa much &s possible and indeed beyond their request Bombay to tho Court 14th 
March 1757, Pub Dep. Letters to the Court, Vol. 4 of 1756 57, 204-205 

Two months later, 10th May 1757, the Bombay Government again write to the 
Court : Under the 14th March we acquainted your Honours by the Swallow to Gombroon 
“chat: we had learnt the English forces in Bengal commanded by Admiral Watson and 
Colonel Cfive re-took your settlement of Calcutta on the 2nd January and have non 
the greaf satisfaction to advise that the President received private lettera from Madras 
the 23rd ultimo (April) confirming that egreeable news. Also that those forcet 
had entirely destroyed the town of Hugli and obhged the Nahob to retire with ¢ 
numerous army from his camp on Dum Dum plain, after sustaining a very con 
sidereble Joss in an action there which hed induced the Nabob to offer torma o 
accommodation, *In consequence a definite treaty of peace was actually signed the 12t] 
of February by which, the President’s letters advise, all your Honours’ old Phirmat 
privileges are not only renewed but your Dustucks (certificates) are to pase unmoleste 
up and down the mver; your subordimate factories to be immediately re-rettled 
buch of your Honours’ effects ag the Nabob possessed (of which a very considerabt 
Omotnt remained m your warehouses at Calcutta) to ba restored, and your Honour 
to be allowed to erect @ mint there and to raise fortrfications in Calcutta when en 
in what Manner you please, The above advicef do not mention whether any satisfuctio 
is to be obtained for euch effects as may be missing either belonging to your Honour 
ed ee Persons though a country letter represents that the Nabob had agree 
* ebuild A has all damage that has happened either to your Honours or others; ¢ 
fA ee Te town of Calcutta and Fort William; and give up Késumbazér entirely t 
ine as only desiring that, as Bengal has always been a neutral port, the Fronc 
Covrt loth Mey rare’ in their factory. This it is said is complied with. Bombay t 

by 1757, Pub, Dep, Letters to the Court, Vol. 4 of 1756 67, 208 - 209, 
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capable officers to the chief command of our military. Still as 
these officers must be governed by the Civil Branch, we cannot 
deem our settlements m time of danger to possess that security 
they would enjoy if the military powers could operate without 
civil control. Having with great attention well weighed this 
important subject we now lay down the following rules to all our 
presidencies. To these rules you our Governor and Council must 
strictly adhere. Whensoever it shall be your misfortune to have 
the island attacked by any enemy whatever, the powers of the 
Governor and Council, so far as respects its defence, are then 
suspended. In such cireumstan:es the sole authority shall vest in 
our President, the Major, the Superintendent of the marine, the 
Engineer, and the next most capable military officer to be appointed 
by the said persons. In choosing such officer, should the voices be 
equal, the Governor and Council are to appoint the person, and 
these are to form the military government in thisexigency. Who- 
ever is defective in his duty must be tried by a general court 
martial. We further lay it down as astanding rule that, unless from 
want of ammunition and provisions, no fortification be given up 
without a breach made and until it has stood one assault. This mili- 
tary authority is to exist no longer than the enemy is before the place 
and the island is in danger. When the island is restored to safety 
this military government is immediately to dissolve. The President 
and Council are to re-assume their own powers, and our affairs are 
to be conducted by the same authority as now exists. Should it 
ever be your misfortune to be reduced to extremities, and the said 
military power be under the necessity of compromising with the 
enemy, we direct that such treaty or agreement must be considered 
and digested by our Governor and Council, and receive their appro- 
bation. According to our former appointment, Colonel Lawrence 
is Commander-in-Chief under the Governors and Councils of all 
our forces in the Hast Indics. If therefore he shall happen to be at 
Bombay, he is to be one of the said military goverument aad is to 
take rank next to the Governor.! 

Of the progress of the French war the Directors wrote on Ist 
November 1753: The war with France continues with great 
vigour. We have the pleasure of saying that by the steady con- 
duct of our government and the superior force and success of the 
British navy, that of France is greatly reduced and the remainder 
in a great measure confined to their ports, French commerce like- 
wise is at the lowest ebb. The only notable efforts the French 
make by sea are in the East Indies. There we flatter ourselves 
both from the early intelligence which all our settlements have had 
of the naval and land forces under the command of Monsr. D’ache 
and Lally and from the great loss those forces have suffered by 
sickness they will make no great impression. We have lately 
received intelligence from Ilha Grande at the Brazils that in 
the wnonth of May last (1758) four large French ships were at that 


1 Court to Bombay 12th May 1758 paras 120 and 121, Pub. Dep. Court’s L, Vol. 6 of 
1757 -1761, 122-123, 
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place, being tart of a fleet of eleven which sailed together from 
France, and that the said four ships were waiting for the remain- 
ing seven to procecd together to the East Indies;.whether they 
had any or what number of land forces on board we are nut 
informed nor whether any other French ships sailed last season 
for India? 


OF the negotiations then on foot far the establishment of the 
Company’s power at Surat a letter of the 20th April 1758 from the 
Bombay Government to the Secrct Committee of the Court of 
Directors gives the following detpils: Your Honours have been 
acquainted with our motives fo# conccrting an expedition to 
Surat, and how far we had prepared for it, to the Leginuing of 
February. We have now to advise that after having prevailed ou 
Phards Khén to come hither from Bassein to execute such a treaty 
as was necessary for your Houours’ reaping the benctit of thd 
expedition, and having drawn up our instructions on the 17th 
ultimo (March) that the whole of the forees we had destined for 
that service might have proceeded the next day, the President 
received such an alarming letter from his agent ot Poona in regmd 
to the Néna’s marching with his army into our neighbourhood that 
we deemed it necessary immediately to drop our design for the 
present. Agreeable to which we wrote Mr. Ellis to return such part 
of our marine and military ordered tothe Surat Bar the begin- 
ning of March, under pretence of protecting the trade bound 
thither, as he might judge more than sufficient to exact a propér 
respect from that governinent. Instead of this Mr. Elhs thought fit 
to return the whole lest, as he alleges, any disaster might befall 
us. He has also desired fo be relieved in the Chiefsbip imme- 
diately after the rains because he says the altering of our 
resolution to obtain redress at that juncture makes it impossible 
to re-establish affairs on a proper footing. We are of a con- 
trary opinion. _ We hope to preserve a tolerable understanding 
with Ali Nav4z Khén and his party till we are effectually enabled 
to take satisfaction for his readiness to encroach on your privileges. 
We hope our conduct will meet your approval, as we have been 
entirely, influenced by our attachment to your real interest; for 
though we continue on the best terms with the Marathds, we could 
by no means place such confidence in them as to leave this island 
destitute of forces and consequently liable to be insulted by them. 
Many circumstances gave us cause to apprehend they would take 
on advantage from our proceeding on the expedition. Not that 
we think the Mar4th4s would make any attempt upon this island 
with any other view than plunder. Still the Mardth4s are a people 
of so mercenary a temper as never to forego any opportunity of 
plunder. : 

Regarding the preparations to meet a French attack on the island 
a letter from the Bombay Government to the secret commuttee of 
ae a Pe eS eee 
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the Directors, dated Bombay Castle 19th September 1758, states : 
We continue putting this island in the best posture of defence 
under the direction of Major Mace. Your Honours may depend 
om utmost endeavours will always be exerted for ~its secuity. 
We have no account of the enemy having yet any force on this 
coast. The Mardthds remain im strict friendship with us and we 
have the pleasure to advise that we have not experienced any 
material ill-treatment from’Ali Navd4z Khén which may probably 
be owing to Phards Khén having resided here since the beginning 
of May. ; 

At a Consultation on the 3rd October 1758, it was resolved that 
as the pulling down of the Fort House had increased the existing 
great want of apartments for the Company’s servants, the materials 
from the Fort House and from the sea side walls of the bandar 
warehouses be used in building apartments; Resolved that the 
Land Paymaster set about this work.? 


In a Despatch dated 12th May 1758 the Directors approve the 
Yowering of the Fort House In the same letterthe Court continues $ 
We have taken due notice of yours and the Select Committee’s pro- 
ceedings for putting the island in these very dangeroustimes in a good 
ind respectable posture of defence and in particular for the attention 
you have given with respect to the works towards the sea, which were 
the most immediately necessary and seem to be well intended for the 
designed purpose. We observe also that Mr. De Funck is formmg 
a project for fortifying to a large extent the place on the land side 
concerning which your Select Committee say they shall wait for our 
directions. With respect to works absolutely necessary for the defence 
of the place you have already been sufficiently authorised to proceed 
upon them, and we now confirm the orders and directions which were 
given the last and the preceding years for this purpose. But we must 
defer sending any orders for carrying into exccution the projected 
extensive works until we have had Mr. Mace’s thoughts and projects 
upon a strict view of the works at Bombay which we are in good 
hopes he will have time to digest before he proceeds to Bengal. 
We cannot avoid repeating what we have more than once said that? 
Mr. De Funck’s plans and projects are in general too extengive, and 
conscquently with little regard to the expenses they must necessanly 
be attended with. Besides we observe he still continues very dilatory 
in producing his plans, those for the new works, which he promised 
in 1755, not having been delivered in at the close of the following 
year. 

The Despatch continues: Without economy and frugality the 
Company may be run to great and many unnecessary expenses in 
the carrying on the works. We shall therefore depend upon your 
constant attention for settling such rules and regulations from time 
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to time as shall appenr reasonable and necessary. The pointing out 
the respective branches of duty of the New Fortification Paymaster 
and the Engineer, so that they may mutually co-operate in carrying 
on the works, also the regulations for transacting the business of tho 
Paymaster’s office, seem to be well calculated and meet with our 
approbation. We must here observe thas Mr.De Funck appears 
uneasy and although his complaints in general are not made out, yet 
we must suppose he has some foundation for his dissatisfaction. We 
would not have him slighted or embarrassed. He is to have the pro- 
per regard due to his station in the service, and he is to be attended 
in all reasonable applications for redress or m giving advico as our 
Engineer.! 

As a further precaution against a French attack a Consultation 
of the 20th July 1759 decided that the Master Attendant and 
Chief Engincer be ordered to alter the pilotage marks into tho 
harbour so as to mislead aw enemy on their attempting to come in,* 


Two years later the Court express (6th May 1761) their approba+ 
tion in the following terms: Your causing the pilotage marks tq 
be removed so as to mislead the enemy in case of an attempt upon 
the island was so proper a measure that it cannot but meet with our’ 
approbation.® 


A letter from the Court of Directors, dated 25th April 1759, con- 
tains the following details regarding the establishment of an Agency’ 
or Presidency in Sind: We have no objection to employing Mr, 
Robert Sumpton in carrying into execution our plan fora sottlement 
at Scindy on the’ supposition that you are all satisfied he 1s thd 
most proper person for suck an undertaking. Should he succeed to 
our expectations he may rely upon our future favour. We are 
sorry to find you rather lukewarm upon a subject capable we 
conceive of great improvement, highly advantageous to us and 
the subjects in general. For neither are the manufactures and 
imports of Scindy a mystery to us, nor do we doubt that Scindy may 
be made a granary to your island, as well as a source of the 
supply of any number of excellent cattle. We are equally clear 
‘Scidy may open new and extensive channels for the vend of our 
woollerfs an object you must always cherish. At the same time we 
are sensible it has long been a fluctuating Government, and that the 
establishment of a Presidency will require circumspection and judi- 
cious conduct. IfNecindy saltpetre wastes by refining to the degree 
you mention, the waste must proceed from ignorance. Our late 
Chairman procured some Scindy saltpetre which cost in Scindy Rs, 4 
the paka man (80 Ibs.). This underwent very careful trials here, 
and fost no more but proved equal in goodness to the best Bengal 
saltpetre. 
oe Ee 
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A Consultation of 24th April 1759 gives a curious instance of 
slackness of discipline among the Bombay troops. The entry 
runs: Two of -our working sepoys having gone over to the 
Mardtha country and under pretence of being Sidis plundered 
several people thére; Ordered that the sheriff cause them to be 
whipped through the town at a cart’s tail and turned off the island 
and that the produce of their effects be applied to the use of the 
charity school. As further there is great reason to believe that 
acycral similar offenders have returned to the island publication must 
be issued, certifying thataf any ¢such persons ate hereafter found 
on the sland, they will be sevetcly punished and confined to work 
on the fortifications for a number of years * 

Neither the punishment nor the warning succoeded in preventing 
the repetition of this misconduct. Soon afterthe close of the rains 
(29th November 1759) the President acquaints the Council that some 
of our inhabitants had lately entered into the Sidi’s service and gone 
to the other side to plunder the Maratha villages. Depositions taken 
before Mr. Byfeld show that Dondu Sutér, Abdalla Rizak,and Muham- 
mad are guilty of that charge and that Ventura Bhandari is hkewise 
guilty of perjury and that the syrang and tindal of a Sidi galivat 
which has lain here some time have been assisting thercin. Taking 
mto consideration that these offenders cannot be tried at the quarter 
sessions, as their crimes were committed without our jurisdiction, it 
ia agreed that the four first named be severely whipped on their bare 
backs and chained two together to work on our fortifications till 
further order and that the two latter be ordered” away with their 
galivat, and suitable notice of the affair asd our proceedings herein 
be taken to the Sidi at Janjira end the Mardtha agent now here, and 
the joys (jewels) found im the prisoners’ possession be deposited in 
the treasury in order that they may be claimed.® 

The following humble information of the shoemakers to the Goy- 
ernor of Bombay, dated 10th July 1759, shewe a notable rise, ndt only 
in the price of leather which might naturally follow the transfer of 
the North Konkan from Portuguese to Mardtha rule, but also in 
food and house-rent: Your mformants humbly represent to your 
worships as fathers of the’helpless that we formerly bought half a 
cowskin for 3 qrs, or at most one rupee for which we now pay Rs. 2; 
half a buffalo skin for Rs. 14 or at most Rs. 1} for which we now 
pay Re 3 or 3}, and that goat’s skins which were formerly bought 
for Rs 9 at most Rs. 10 the corge now cost Rs..17 to $0, 
The truth of this the goat butchers and parriar men will testify 
to your worships. We further humbly reprosent that the wax-oul, 
thread, black stuff, and skin is grown so vastly dear that we cannot 
afford to work at the present prices. If a man works the whole 
day he can hardly finish one pair of shoes though he is obliged 


to mamtain four eaters Further we humbly represent we formerly” 


sold a pair of shoes to the soldiers and sailora at 2 of a rupee and to 
the gentlemen at one rupee and though the leather and every other 


1 Bom, Gov. Consultation, 24th April 1759, Pub Diary 32 of 1759, 296, 
2 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 28th Noy. 1759, Pub Diary 32 of 1759, 707 - 708. 
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material is become vastly dearer, we still sell them at the same 
prices notwithstanding that one phara of'rice which we formerly 
bought at Rs 14 now costs us Rs. 24 and that the monthly rent of 
a house has risen from Re. 1 or 1} to Rs. 3.4 


On the morning of the 24th September 1759 His Majosty’s and 
the IIonourable Company’s troops were drawn up near tho Horn 
Work, and, all the European inhabitants with the principal nativesbeing 
assembled, the Secretary on horseback published the following specia 
order or hasbul hukam received from Surat on the 19th instant: 
Be peace unto the high and renownéd, the brave courageous and Hon- 
ourable Richard Bourchier, Esquiré, the Governor of Bombay, ‘I'he 
courage and conduct you have shewn 1n his majesty’s service for the 
good of our subjects the inhabitants of Surat are made known to his 
majesty and their ietter expressing their satisfaction therewith hus 
also been shown. With these his majesty is, well satisfied and praises 

ou. Wherefore upon thi§ account he has been pleased to order this 
hasbul hukam (personal command) to be sent that you may tako 
care of his majesty’s castle at Surat and that you may speciully 
undertake the preservation of the trade of these peas, so that the 
inhabitants of Surat may carry on their business and live in case 
and quiet and the ships and vessels going to and coming from the 
Jeading and other ports be in no fear from rovers and pirates, The 
charter for the government of the castle and for the command of tho 
fleet shall be sent you from court; given on the Ist of the month 
Tellege (Till haj) and the 6th year of the reign of his present majesty 
or the 14th June 1759. After this order was read the troops gave 
three volleys and a royal splute was fired from the castle? 


Regarding the transfer to the Company of the command of Surat 
castle and of the charge of the seas the Court wrote on the 23rd 
November 1759: We shall not now enter upon the consideration of. 
Surat affairs farther than declaring our approbation of those measures 
you tock for obtaining possession of the castle of Surat, because they 
appear to us resulting from necessity. Be careiul to secure the 
Maréthés their fixed advantages and do not suffer the merchants or 
inhabitants to feel oppression. 


Of the questions raised by the threatened attack of the Fronch, the 
state of Bombay Castle was one of the most important, On the 
10th July 1759 the President, after a survey by himself, Mr, Byfeld, 
Major Mace, and Captains Maitland and Lane, laid before the Council 
the following jproposals for the defence of the Castle: That as the 
Tuf Work made by De Funck ta thicken and strengthen the curtam 
between the flagstaff and the cavalier bastions is decayed and in 
many places fallen down, it certainly is now very defenceless. The 
curtain not only wants widening the whole length but to be raised higher 


tp 
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to prevent an escaleade by boats at high water; Agreed thé curtain be 
immediately faced with stone and im all respects put ito condition to 
receive a line of cannon. Thatas Major Mace declares the sallyport 
at the foot of the flagstaff bastion next the habour to be no moie than 
six 1nches thick and+so wade that six men may march therein abieast with 
their arms shouldered, Agueed that it is proper to have that part next 
the water-side filled and to convert the other into a magazine. That as 
the lowe1 bastion of the cavalier being very small and extiemely weak 1s 
piejudicial to the defence of the place, Agreed that (except part of the 
gallery leading thereto that will serve for a magazme to fill eartaidges) 
the lower bastion be umaiediately filled and heavy cannon mounted on 
the remaining upper works. That as several of the gun catilages now 
upon the works in the Castle aie unserviceable and although made 
for field service are so heavy as to requne a much greater number 
of men to work them than those made for the marme service, 
Agieed that all-such camages by the, water-side be immediately 
removed and the cannon there mounted on matine carriages, If the 
number of marine carnages 1s not sufficent “additional caimages must 
be indented for and completed without delay, That as at piesent the 
Castle has no secure resting place for people off duty , Agreed that 
such pait of the buildings therem as Major Mace thinks proper 
should be fo1thwith made bombproof. That as Major Mace esteems 
them of easy entrance from boats at high water such woikmen as cau 
be spared be employed in raismg the low flanks made by DeFunck 
between the Royal Bastion and the Dock Prer Head. That the officers and 
men both m His Majesty’s and the Honourable Company’s taain of 
aitallery may know wheie to 1epair when the general alarm is made ; 
Agreed that ut will be necessary for them to be stationed to the several 
bastions and draughts made accordingly withoat delay. That the proper 
quantities of ammuni‘ion may be not only allotted and prepared for 
immediate service but what 1s necessary distmbuted for the several 
works; Agreed that without loss of time the storekeeper should prepara 
and dehver an accurate account of all new and old stbres that*remain 
upon his books in oder that an exact and pioper distubution may be 
made. That in case of attack the European imbhabitants and 
malitia may act under pioper officers; Agreed that they be forthwith 
summoned to meet and after bemg formed mto companies be stationed. 
wheie 1t may be deemed necessary so that the members of each company 
on agiven signal may repair to ther proper posts. That as in case 
of attack fire vessels may be employed with success; Agieed that ma- 
terials be prepared for making two fire vessels besides boats, and that 
anchors with bawsers be placed at convenient distances from the shore 
that the fire vessels or boats may be hauled thereby on hoard any Jaige 
ship that may he against the Fort, Thata proper quantity of provisions 
may be secured within the town walls for the people that wall necessarily 
be on duty if the place should be attacked; Agiecd that Mr. Byfeld 
plepare a statement of the supplies of each article required to stand a 
two months’ siege. 


¥ Meeting of the Bombay Governor, Mr. Byfeld, and three principal land officers om 
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Chapter I. All theseSesolutions were unanimously approvéd'and ordered to be 
Rustoxy. earried into execution as soon as possible, 
Further Defence At a Consultation held about a month later (7th August 1759) a letter 
*Piepatations, was read from Mr, Thomas Byfeld.enclosing an abstract: of the people 
5. that may be employed in case of a siege and of the‘provisions, hospital 


stores, and other articles required for their subsistence during a two 


months’ siege. According to Mr Byfeld’s 


estimate a total stiength 


of 15,750 men would be available for the defence of Bombay. The 
details are 


Bombay Gargison, 1759, 


Cuasse 


A.—G@ariison = 
1 Artillery : ‘ ee eos . 
(a) His Majesty’s Koyel detachment of 
artillery We eri ry 
(5) au Honourable Company's artil- 
RLY se das vas - 
2, The Honourable Company’s military... 
3. Old garmson sepoys ... ” 
4, Sidis from Snrat 
5. Old Suratsepoys 
6- Arabs .. 
% Scindy people ae soe sees 
B.—Marine Officers, now mn port with the number 
of European mhabitants and native militia that) 
are incorporated for the defence of this place 
1, In port belonging to the Guardian, Eom- 
bay grab, Swallow galley, Viper, Fox 
and Defence ketches, Squirrel schooner] 
and 5 galivats Sie aed 
2. The Honourable Confpany’s covenanted 
servants, commanders, officers of the 
private shipping, free merchants, seafar-| 
ing gentlemen and other European inha- 
bitants we tee . tee 
3. Rombay native inhabitants... 
(a) Christians 
(6) Bhandaris 
. (¢) Gentus 
(d@) Moors 
@ (ce) Paras 


eee 
om 


vev one see o 


tow we 
toe woe 
woe wer 
we 
wee eee 


vee . 


C.—Sundry Persons belonging to the out-offices «| 
ti 


‘ ack Master toe one tee ‘ 
{a) Purvoes tee ace ow ” 

(4) Cooks and servants .. wo ’ 

2, European Hospital ... a an . 


e (a) Surgeon mates 
(6) Purvoes 

(c) Servants 

3. Military Stores 


toe 


tee 


o we 


(a) Armourers ... ane ico e af 
(b) Officer ae bee o tee 
{ce} Sepoys aes wer wee ote 
3 Purvoes ane. eee tee ” 
e) Bigérig Ts 


(f) Artificers ~. | 


Number. "Total. | Grand Total 
— — 378) 
_ 521 
236 
285 
$18 848 
955 955 
354 754 
209 209 
816 316 
178 178 
~ ~ 5430 

l 
450 450 H 
i 
98 98 ; 
- 3017 
153 f 
$30 i 
1906 ‘ 2 
340: : 
180 , 
108 : 
7 
1865 1865 ‘ 
= ~ 6539 
_ 28 j 
2 
26 ' 
=a 64 ‘ 
2 
2 
60 , 
_ 37% 
2 
1 } 
14 
8 
+ 235 
re 
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Class, 


C.—Sundry Persons belongmg to the out- 


offices—contenned. a 

4, Topass’ and King’s aegis wre 
(a) Servants . ue . 

{b) Purvoes ~ one ae . 
5. Military Pay Office ... . das 
(a) ty Othe properly befonging thereto, 

1 se 1 

Q) heres Seer nase OAL 

(3) Purvoes .. ee Ye 7 


(4) Servants = 8 
{b) Required for extra dnty oss 
{1} Servante . ‘ wae =—20 
(2) Invahds . - a 176 

i Europeans 20 

ii. Topasses & sepoyse “156 


6. Land Pay Office ene nel 
(a) Penloved 1m, the offic t eee we 

()) Purvoes . wee ne 4 

(2) Sepoys .. 10 


(6) Kmployea 1 in Parel House a and gar- 
CN eee tee wai 
q)  talehaehy aa ase ro 1 
(2) Ser a4 

(c) W onkang 0 on a the old fortifications 
(1) Sepoys ... oon ea =162 
(2) Bigang ... aes ww. 189 
{3) Artificers tee was 267 
(4) Slaves oe we «689 
(5) Purvoes . . 4 
(d) Servants belonging to the Governo: 
(e) Slave-keeper .. ‘ wa 
({) Employed at the accountant’ 
office, treasury, Old Woman’s| 
‘Island, and old dry dock 0 a. 
7, Warehouse-keeper ... sda 
(a) Properly belonging to ban” sea 
(1) Officers ... ee Fi 2 

(2) Sepoys ... soe ~- dt 

(3) Purvoes.., ne se 7 

{4) Servants oop its 2 

(5) Bigdns ... ww «13 
(8) Required forextraduty ..  .., 
(1) Sepoys ... oe eve 4 

(2) Bigans  . we §=25 
8. New Fituhcawis Pay Office reese 
{a) Sepoys an eae oe eee 

(6) Parvoes aes one ie 


(c) Bigéns ece tee uae eas 
9, General Stores oe eee eee - 
(a) Piet tse er rrr 
(4) Purvoes wee toe wee nay 
(c) Servants... ier, eae, as 


(2) Bagdua a 
(e) Artificers =. aoe ore eee 
10. Principal Engmeer ... : 
(a) Employed by him on “the new fo 
tifcahons ... oe Bie oa 

(1) Servants . aoe cw 2 

(2) Labourera nea «. 2199 

(3) Artificers se 816 
11, Collector's office, ncluding the Dongn and| 
*  Mazgaon caolies vee see 
a) Sepoys io we aera 
&) Purvoes aa ev “we ve 
(c) Coohes x see . ve 


Total 


343 


833 


| Grand Totals} 
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Bombay Garrison, 17569— continued. 


Chapter I. . 
—" Crass. Number, Yotal, Grand Total 
History. ; . z Fe tre 
Garman, C.—Sundry Persons belonging to the out- 
othoes— continued, . . 
12 Powder House as we 8 <ebe 9 38s _ 485 
(a) Officers is a ee a 
(0) Sepoys wise; = Hiie.y Saee? Ss 16 
(c) Purvoe von aoe vee . 1 
(d) Servants . ane o . 3 
{e) Bigdnis yy) ot vet 9136 
13. Bombay Custom Hous ‘ tags _ 47 
(a) Othcers Sat . 8 
(b) Sepoys ee a ens 3l 
(c) Purvoes oes tre a ‘ i 
(d) Servants ie aa vis as 2 
14, Mahim Custom House ‘2 on _ 16 
(a) Sepoys # Se te us 10 
(8) Pursocs wa Was ede ae 4 
{c) Servants ss 2 
15, Clerk of the Market’s Offico ae _ 4 
(a) Sepoys Bh @ eens. Lave 2 
(b) Puivoe yee ee 1 
(c) Artificer 4. ase eee 1 
16. Mmt .. ee ae vee P _ 217 
(a) Sepoys oo sen a es 3 
(6) Purvoes see weet B] 
(ce) Bigdris oe ane sae wet 139 
(d) Artiicers  , ise sae 72 ; 
17, Marme Office and Dependencies ... — 743 
(a) Boatswam .., ie : ey 1 
(b) Sailmaker 2.00 eee 1 
(c) Cooper ire ae . ‘ » } 
(1) Sepoys ai gps Pe = 17 
(e) Purvoes cn 22 
(f) Big tus me eee five a 351 
(g) Slaves 3 a an a 7 
(hk) Syrangs ow ae : 2 
(7) Tindals eee ty ee. Sees 22 
(7) Lascars Pe te tee we 319 
18, Slaves suppSsed to belong to the several 
gentlemen .., wee : ve tes 150 150 
é Grand Total... _ _~ 15,750 
a Oe ee ee See! 
Note.—Mr Byfeld adds: The labourmg people fiom the adjacent countnes that 
offered to act as sepoys in the defence of the island in case it should be attacked and 
were put under the head overseer of the tountry workmen are included among the 
number shown as employed by the Principal Engineer.t 
pesrag fh 1759 om the supposition that Bombay be attacked and laid 
1759, under a siege for two months an attempt was made to estimate the 


number of men that will have to be kept employed during such a 
time for its defence and the provisions and stores that will be 
required for the same, taking account at the same time of what 
Sroin was in store by the inhabitants of the town and island of 
‘Bombay. The details collected showed that of the total 15,750 


bee required, 1195 would be Europeans and 14,555 would be 
natives. The 1195 Europeans would consist of the King’s and 


1 : 
See Lom. Gov, Consultation of 7th Aug. 1759, Public Diary 33 of 1759, 475-476. 
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Company’s artillery and Company’s military and marine and the 
‘European inhabitants and sundries belonging to the out-offices. 
The required provisions for them at European allowance would 
be 1145 Surat mans (47,800 pounds at 40 lbs. the Surat man) 
rice, 5974 Surat* mans ddd or pulse, 1704 Bombay mans (4774 
pounds at 28 Ibs. the Bombay man) ghi, 358,500 firewood billets, 
2540 gallons Batavia arrack, 81,2€0 pounds beef and_ pork, 
3585 salt curs ens (ka:ahds), and 52,580 pounds bread. The 14,555 
natives would consist of 179 men to be paid at double allowance, 
236 at one and a half allowance, and 14,140 at single allowance. 
Ver the 179 men at double allowance would be required 716 
Surat mans rice, 858 Surat mans ddl or pulse, 714 Bombay mans 
ghi, and 64,140 firewood billets. For the 236 men at one and a 
half allowance would be required 708 Surat mans rice, 354 Surat 
mitns ddl or pulse, 70% Bombay mans ghi, and 63,720 firewood 
billets For the 14,140 men at sirgle allowance, would be 
required 23,280 Surat mans rice, 14,140 Surat mans ddl or pulse, 
2828 Bombay mans ghi, and 2,545,200 firewood billets. Besides 
there was to be made an extraordinary allowance of drams which 
it was supposed might be required for the following people during 
asiege: Military artillery and marine topasses, Christian militia 
and artificers, and the Honourable Company’s slaves, 1400 gallons 
al } gallon each per month Batavia arrack.® 


1 The curven or Lasata is 4 fair sized fish still commonly dried and sent up-couniry.: 
This wentitication scems better than the Portuguese fish corzna said to be so called 
froin its erowlike blackness. The coriana seems no$ to be commonly dred or salted. 

+The 179 men were to be made up of 21 subbedirs, 30 jamledars (yamdddrs) in the 
guerison service and at the cestom-house, 14 syrangs in the train marine and out-offices, 
and 1!4 Purvoes (Parbhns) and shroffs in the train and out-offices The 236 men were to 
be nade up of 99 havdldirs in the garnson and out-offices, 76 naiks in the garrison and 
out-utiers, 41 tindals in the train marine and out-offices, and 20 sabnises in the garrison 
The 14140 men were to be made up of 356 in the mibtary, 1) in the Honourgple 
Con pany’s artillery, 32 in the marme, 4882 in the milsia, 46 Honourable Company’s 
slaves, 150 slaves belonging to gentlemen, 2499 sepoys in the garrison service ont-offices 
and working on the old fortifications, 3353 bigaéms and coolies (that is labourers) 
boning ta the out-offices, 240 servants including overseers cooks and others, 15 
invalids, 629 lascars in the tram marine and out-offites, and 1787 artificers in the tram 
marine and ont-offices. Total under the three rates of allowance, 14,555. Public Diary 
33 of 1759, 476-477. 

3%n addition to the above and the doctor’s list the following articles appeared 
mecessary to be provided and reserved in store in case of a siege: 1520 copper pots, 760 
{*ith covers that might serve for dishes) to Loil provisions of different sizes for 15,750 
men and 760 for making curries; 1000 earthen cundya (kundis or earthen pets of 
Hower pot shape) pang and dishes of sorts, including 150 frying-pdhs, 90 dishes of 
sorts, and 760 copper ladles ; 500 wooden gamels; 1600 cocoanut ladles; 1000 cocoanut, 
shells, 200 mans candles for lamps; 400 mana oil for lamps, 30 mans tamarind , 
100 mans sugar; 10,000 bundles straw for cattle and the people to sleep on; 1000 
bundles charcoal , 400 aups (scuttle-form baskets for sifting corn); 400 brooms; 1000 
haskets exclusive of those for the fortifications ; 10 mans pepper; 200 sans salt for 
ralting meat aud the peoples’ victuals; 100 lamps for burnmg ol; and 200 buckets 
with ropes for drawing water. ‘ : 

Then follows im the record: Here were entered the undermentioned tables of 
provisions showing the daily and monthly allowance of each separate article 
for one man 40 1000 respectively, namely, Europeans per day and per month of 30 days ; 
topaages, ditto; sepoys, officers, and others, double allowance and 14 allowance, ditto; 
sepoys and others, single allowance, ditto These further details are not now (1892) 
available, Public Diary, 7th Aug. 1759, Vol. 33 of 1759, 476-477. 
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The following is an abstract of the men and provisions required 
for Bombay duing a two months’ siege: 


Men and Provstons required during a Two Months’ Siege, 1759. 


> 


es rire: |setavial Beet |g it 
ire- | Batav' a 
AMLOWANCE: | Bato |watives Rice | Dal | Gh | wood | Arcuck, one. Carvons,| Bread. 
peans ‘i : 
UY fo! 


5.M | S, M. 1B. M| Bullets } Gallons |Pounds.{ Nos, |Pounds 
1195 597TH 1703] 358,500 9390 ~ 81,260 | 3585 52,580 


1 Europeans ../ 1195 on 

Z Double Pra Nees 179 
3 Oneand shalt! .. 236 
Single. ..{ .. | 14,140 | 26,280 | 14,140 


we 


on ow ow 


6 Extraordinary.) ... 


‘Total ..{ 1195 | 14,555 | 30,899% 15,449}) 3249/3,031,860) 8790 | 81,260 | 3585 | 52,530 


As regards the quantities of grain and other provisions stored hy 
the inhabitants, orders were issued to the Custom Masters of M4him 
and Bombay to submit accounts after enquiry. On the 27th 
July 1759 the Méhim Custom Master submitted an account of all 
the grain, ghi, wood, and oil which was at the time in the district of 
Méhim, showing to whom the same belonged. This detailed 
statement is (1892) not forthcoming. The following abstract is 


alone available. 
Mahim Grain Stores, 1759, 


ARTICLES. e Quantity. ARTICLES, Quantity, 

Mor p. Kh, m, 
Batty... ase ewe 17415 Dal or pnise an 6 o 
Batty Blagk eel 109 23 Bayrs ea 2 7° 0 
Michan wf" 39 6 Gin us oe aed 
Kh, m. OW ne ae oe 4 18 

Wheat a ae 74 Wood avs | 26,000 Nos 


On the 31st July 1759 the Board record: Read aletter from the 
Méhim Custom Master enclosing an account of grain and other 
provisions in his district which is ordered to lay till the Bombay 
Custom Mastér can comply with ourorders. The Méhim letter and 
abstract (given above) of the account must follow this consultation ; 
and itis agreed that the exportation of wheat and all other grain be 
forbid till turther orders.? 


Shortly after a similar account, received from the Bombay 
Custom Master, gives the following ‘details*: 
Ne a a tA Ot I 


5 Mabim Custom Master to Govt, 27th July 1759, Public Diary 83 of 1759, 4600161 
ses Gov. Consultation 81st July 1759, Public Diary 33 of 1759, 454 
nbhe Diary 7th Aug 1759, Vol. 83 of 1759, 478, 
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Bhindaris 
Christians. 4 
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Cuass, ° 


Raw ed: Brahmans, 
Gujrat do 
Yijurveds do 
Shenves oe 
Perbhua 
Bamana 
Gadsuiths , 
€oppergmitha 
ren iniths 
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Arsiy f 6. « 
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Total ..}22 12) 1 63] 879 6} 140 13).0 4 | 1287 39] 980 20 


ih i1s5—43 


AND ISLAND. 


Bombay Grain sn Store, 1759s 
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58,645 11,860,405] 154,801 


Su gular information was obtained and recorded alout the middle: of 
she yhext year, 1760. On the Sth July the Miltary Paymaster laid 
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before the Board a general abstract of people and provisions required 
and available at the time, to mect a siege of two months should Bomlay: 
be attacked and besieged« On this, the 8th July 1760, the Board 
observe :! The Miltary Paymaster laying before us a general abstract, 
of people who may be employed in the defence of this place, and the 
quantity of provisions afd other articles they will require, in a siege of 
two months, the accountant is directed to calculate the provisions which 
we may want to lay in on that account, ‘allowing for what we have in 
store. - 
The detailed estimate of people showed that of atotal of 25,239 
men, 985 were Europeans and 14,254 natives. For 985 Europeans 
in the Honourable Company’s military artillery and marine, the 
other European inhabitants, and sundries belonging to the out- 
offices, would be required 985 Surat mane (39,400 pounds) rice, 
4923 Surat mans dal or pulse, 1473 Bombay mans (4137 at 28 Ibe. 
the Bombay_ man) ght, 295,500 firewood billets, 1980 gallons 
Batavia arrack, 66,980 pounds beef and pork, 2965 salt curvens, 
and 48,340 pounds bread. The 14,254 natives included 176 men 
to be paid at double allowance, 254 at an allowance and a halt, 
and 13,824 at single allowance. For the 176 men at double 
ali wance would be required 704 Surat mans rice, 852 Surat mans 
dal or pulse, 70} Bombay mans yhi, and 63,360 firewood bile 
For the 254 men at one and a half allowance would be required 
762 Surat mans rice, 881 Surat mans dal or pulse, 753 Bombay 
mans ghi, and 68,580 firewood billets. For the 13,824 men ‘at 
single allowance, would be required 27,648 Surat mans rice, 
13,824 Surat muns ddl or pulse, 2764% Bombay mans ght, and 
2,488,320 firewood billets. Besides there was to be made an 
extra allowance of drarhs, that it was supposed might be required 
for the following people during a siege: marine and military 
topasses, Company’s slaves, Christians, militia and artifieers, 1296 
gallons at } gallon each (per month) Batavia arrack.2 Tho abstract 
of the provisiorfs required for a two months’ siege is: 
Provisions requyed for a Two Months’ Stege, 1760, , 


, aS ae F e tavial Beet} say 
ALLOW AuCE, Rice, | Pulse, } Gh | 2 | Satara) ang t | Broad, 
Fie Natoves, wood {Arrack, Pork. Carvens, 


7 SM | S.M |B M-1 Billets. /Gallons.|Pounds | Nos. gfounds 
1 Europeans . | 985 ” 985 4928 1472) 295,500} 1980 | 66,980} 2965 43,340 
2 Double “ 176 704 352 704) 63,360, we . . 

¥% One and ahalf 763 8 

'4 Single... on 

6 Extra . 


254 Bt 753 83,580) ae 
13,824 | 27,648 | 18,824 | 27643/2,488,3: 


rs 


- mm mm i nt a | rm 
Total ..| 985 | 14,254 | 30,099 } 15,0403] 30583/2,915,760, $276 | 66,980} 2965 49,340 
4 c 
—_a 


A comparison of these requirements with the amounts in} sto 
showed considerable deficiencies under rice, pulse, bread, saltt, fis 
and firewood’ The details are: 4 


Ne 
* Bom Gov. Consultation 8th July 1766, Pob. Diary 34 of 1760, 513, 519-523, “4559. 
Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 523. Pab, Diary, 22nd July 1760, Vol. 35 of 1760, §559 
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Promssons Requred and én Store, 1760, 


Batty, Habel Wheat, me Ghi. 


Provisioxs, 


Mor. p | SM 8 Kh. pj} Lus SM a 


Necessary we) ae ek wo. [715,039 20 w» | 43,780 | 8058 30 
In store 
(i) Under the Warehonse- 
keeper. ‘ 2698 20 eee oy we ov 
(2) Under the Marine Pay- 
re eek? . ‘Se 7 194 12 ovanee . 2. . 
(3) Under tne Mili Pay-| 
muster may ERP ts $428 5} 38 8 we 1241 83h 
(4) In the Bake Bouse r) aie. 110 0} 18,000 ose 


Total om $423 62} 148 3 | 15,000 | 1241 83} 
Tyaicient . ° a aa . 11,636 143 28,780 | 1816 30% 
Burplugs ... Perey 148 8 . 


Salt Beet Salt 


Provistors. and Pork.| Curvens.?| 


In store, 
(1) Under the Warehouses 


Keeper w. Ss 

(2) Under the Manne Pay. 
master a 

(8) Under the Military Pay- 
m : on 

(4) To the Bake House 


Total . 
Defictent “ ’ 
, a es ts ener 
Surplus . r 
PS i AL EER RAL 


‘ These precautions of laying in stores provisions and necessaries, 

s well as the other measures taken to be in readiness to defeat any 
French attack, in due course (Despatch dated 6th May 1761) 
Jecerved the approval of the Court of Directors! The Court added: 
‘We shall expect to hear, agreeable to your assurances, that the 
two warehouses purchased for Rs. 4000 to lodge grain in are again 
sold when you have no further occasion to keep them. ° . 


In connection with the measures to meet a French attaek, at a 
Consultation of the 8th July the President, the Honourable Mr. 
Crommelin, laid before the select committee, and afterwards before 
the Board, a letter from Major John Fraser, containing proposals 
fur putting the island into the best state of defence against an attack 
from the French. The letter wasread and the following remarks 
entered opposite each proposal. * 

To Major Fraser's first proposal that, as the French ‘would 
probably make a land attack on the fort the plan of the 
furtification be immediately laid before the Board, and the Engineer 
-onsulted thereon, the committee renark: We are equally desirous 
as the Major to have a plan of the fortification laid before the 


+ 
' Cout to Bombay 6th May 1761 para. 98, Pub, Dep Gt.’s L. Vol. 8 of 1757-2761, 986, 
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Board. Wath this object, on delivery of the plan sent to the 
Honourable the Court of Directors by ship Clinten- the 26th 
February last (1760), the Principal Engineer was directed to draw 
another copy. The work of preparing this copy will probably take 
time as the Principal Engineer’s attention is so much employed in 

4 as he declares ho 
has known places lost by the enemy obtaining only a rough sketch 
of the fortifications, and that on that aceount he has never yet given 
any one a sight of the plans of Bombay. 


Jn regard to Major’ Fraser’s secqnd proposal that all inhabitants 
of Bombay (Company’s servants excepted) be.divided into seven 
parts to be obliged to work one daf in seven upon the fortification 
under the direetion of the Engineer at the daily pay of the common 
Jabourer, the heads of their own castes or other proper officers to 
act as overseers, the committee remarks that the President had 
already summoned the heads of the several castes to deliver him 
each for his own caste a list of the number of men and boys above 
10 years old, with an account of their several occupations. But 
tha} this order had not. yet been carried ouf.? 


As regards Major Fraser's third proposal that all private work 
be stopped for two or three months, and that'except those employed 
in the marine yard and artillery service, the whole carpenters 
bricklayers masons smiths and otber artificers now employed on 
or upon the island be immediately turned to the public works, 
the committee find after, consulting the Principal Engineer that 
he has not and that atthis season he cannot procure enough chuné”” 
to employ mote bricklayers or masons than he now has. Ty 
Board also remark that art order stopping private building he. 
been in force since April i 


On Major Fraser’s fourth proposal that no cattle or provisiont 
‘of any kind be sent off the island and that the number anc 
ownership of cagtle and other provisions now upon the island by 
recorded, the committed remark: Major Fraser declares that he 
makes this proposal because he has been informed that numbers of 
gattle axe now constantly passing across the harbour. ‘To this, it 
1s to he ecmarked, that at this season cattle always leave Bombay 
for grazing returning at the close of the monsoon, That. any 
attempt to take an account of the cattlo would alarm the inhabitants, 
more particularly the Gentus, who are by far the most numerous 
easje on the island. If they took fright the cattle owners would 
take methots of depriving us of the cattle instead of bringing any 
back at the close of the grazing season. So far as it refers te 
the cattle this proposal is deemed improper and impolitic especially - 
as in case of necessity we could easily bring all the cattle within ' 
the walls. As to other provisions that not only has a particular 
account of them in the districts both of Bombay and Méhim been 
taken and delivered into the Board, but also an account of the 
strength of the garrison and of the ghi, oil, firewood and other stores 


es 
*Pub Diny 34 of 1760, 530. *Pub Diary 34 of 1760, 530. 
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besides cattle being sent off the island, the committee remark the History, 
export of all grain has been prohibited since the 3Ist July last 


(1759), and all suitable encouragement has been given by many Pa allot 
publications for bginging every species of provisions to this place, 1760s 


a procedure which we have had the pleasure to find has had a 
very good effect, 

Major Fraser’s fifth préposal that the general stores of tho 
garrison be immediately strictly examined and a just account 
given of what is fit for service, hgs been already carried out, 

Major Fraser’s sixth proposa] that thirty men from each of 
the bLurope ships be sent on shore and disciplined in case the 
service of the garrison should require them, might be found 
difficult to put in practice as the Admiral had already carried 
away a certain number of the men. 


On the seventh proposal that all cover for the enemy within 600 
yards be immediately cleared away, the Board remark that the 
arrangements in progress for clearing a space of 400 yards should 
tirst Le completed. 


Regarding the eighth proposal that all the mortars howitzers and 
other pe of ordnance for which we have shells and shot be 
immediately mounted and completed for service. The committee 
ordered that the commanding officer of artillery be required to se¢ 
this article forthwith obeyed if it had not already been carried out. 


Major Fraser’s ninth proposal was that the whale militia of the 
island be exercised one day in seven agreeable to the regulations 
made for that porpaca-whon the troops were encamped at Byculla. 
‘On this the committee record : We agree to’stch uf the militia as 
may be deemed capable doing that duty in the manner thé Major ~ 
proposes as soon as the President has a list of the several 
castes and is able to appoint them. At the same time we mus 
olserve that to require the inhabitants to work oné day if seven 
on the fortifications and to be exercised second day in the weck as 
tnilitia, will be deemed a great hardship especially at this, season 
when all are employed in the rice fields, . * 


Major Fraser's tenth proposal that upon the alarm guns being’ 
fired the whole militia of the island repair directly to Bombay 
where the military quartermaster will deliver them arms and 
ammunition. and there remain till they receive the commanding 
officer's orders, as well as his eleventh proposal that a list be made 
of all the ship’s companies now in the road as well lascars as 
Europeans with the quantity of powder, number and quality cf the 
ehot on board or om shore belonging to each vessel, are approved by 
the Committee and ordered to be complied with. Se I. oe 

The twelth proposal that, i2 case the enemy: should appear 
before Bombay, except those attached to His Majesty’s ships and. 
hospitals, all surgeons and mates with their medicine chests and 
instryments belonging to ships in the road or inhabiting the island 
Le ordered to repair to the Company’s hospital and there attend the 
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general eervice, is also approved: Decided that surgeons and mates 
should receive timely warning in case there should prove occasion 
for this service. 

The Committee remark that the thirteenth proposal that the 
Honourable Company’s civil servants and other European gentle 
men inhabitants of this island be incorporated and form an 
independent company to assist in thé defence of the island had heen 
carried out in August 1757, that the company had been regularly 
trained, but that f Major Fraser could spare them the services of a 
military officer to help thé commandant Mr. Byfeld he would be 
welcome. 

To Major Fraser’s last proposal that it was requisite to lay in an 
ample stock of arrack to encourage the people during the fatigues 
of a siege, approval was given and a reference made to ascertain 
the quantity in stock. 

An attempt to enforce the landing and drilling of a contingent 
of seamen from Captain Newton’s Houghton (9th July 1760) was 
deprecated on the ground that the men were traimcd and that in 
the rainy season the men were required on board. These reasons 
were accepted and the attempt to enforce Major Fraser’s ninth 
proposal was abandoned.? 


In addition to these measures it was verbally arranged that a 
party of military be sent under the Principal Engineer's direction 
to level the sand hill without the Church Gate; pay to be allowed 
the Europeans at the same rate as was allowed the King’s artillery 
in 1756 on erecting the battery between the bandar and the fort 
The Major to send a roll every morning to the Principal Fnginee: 
and the Engineer te forward one every night to the paymasver 
subscribed by bimself3 

At a Consultation on the 29th July 1760 the Board considere 
the following letter from Major Fraser on the treatment of the out 
forts: ‘After cohsidering the strength of the out-forts on this islanc 
we are of opinion that it is not advisable to attempt to defen 
them against an European enemy. On the one hand the forts are to 
beams | for the proper use of the guns, on the other hand the 
cannot be furnished with men without on undue drain on th 
garrison. We therefore advise that at each fort artillery office: 
be appointed to survey the guns and stores so as to leave onl 
enough to make the proper alarms on the approach of an enem 
anf defend themselves till they can be supported or withdraw 
At the same time we recommend that he pay a more particul 
regard to the forts of Sion and Warli, these being the places v 
judge of the greatest consequence. These proposals the Boa) 


1 Major John Fraser’s Letter of 8th July 1760 and Select Commuttee’s Consultation 
8th July 1760, Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, 539 - 546, 

3 Letter from the President to Capt. Charles Newton, Commander of alup Hought 
Eur J po! 1760, Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, 546 - 547 ; and his reply, Pub. Diary 35 of 17 

> Bom, Gov. Consultation 15th July 1760, Pub, Diary 34 of 1760, 529-3u1. 
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approve with the addition that Sivri receive equal attention with 
Sion and Warli! 


At a Consultation held the 30th November was read the follow- 
ing lettor from Fort St. George dated 14th October 1760. The 
Fiench are now effectually shut up within their walls and begin 
to give tokens of their distress by forcing the black inhabitants 
to leave the place and shutting the gates upon them, when they 
request admittance again on being denied permission to pass our 
army. Colonel Coote is making proper dispositions to strengthen 
the blockade and establish the nevessary posts against the rains set 
in? 

About a month later (31st December 1760) the Court of Directors 
write. In the course of this year it has pleased God to bless the 
Buitish arms with most remarkable success against the French in 
all parts of the world, The most vigorous measures are still 
pursuing as the best, indeed as the only, means of bringing the 
enemy to equitable terms of accommodation and attaming that 
desirable object a safe and honourable peace. Although the 
generous overture made by. his late Majesty last winter towards a 
congress for a pacification has not yet produced a suitable return, 
it 1s hoped the distressed condition of the enemy will operate so 
strongly before the opening of the next campaign, that they will find 
themselves under the necessity of relieving their distress by agree- 
ing to such terms as shall in their present condition be reasonable. 
These however are at present only our wishes. We do not find any 
overtures have this year been made on the part‘of either nation. 
We do not know of any French force proceeding to India this 
season, at least none of any great consequence. Whenever we can 
get any intelligence of their mtentions and motions with respect 
fo the East Indies, we shall give you the earliest information. It 
is with great pleasure we look upon the advantages gained over 
the enemy by the King’s and Oompany’s land forces upon the 
coast of Coromandel, and equally so upon the gallant behaviour of 
lus Majesty’s naval forces. We are greatly obliged to Admiral 
Stcevens and Colonel Coote as also to Colonel Monson ‘for the 
services they have rendered to the Company in their *several 
departments. We have desired the President and Council in 
Madras to signify to those gentlemen how truly sensible we are of 
their merit, and this you will not fail to do, should any of those 
officers be with you on the receipt of this letter. There is the 
greatest reason to believe that the ascendancy over th enemy both 
by sea and Jand in India, will be-maintained by our present super- 
rority of force. We cannot help flattering ourselves that it will 
not be long before we hear that Pondicherry itself id fallen never 


to rise more.’ 


1 Letter from Major John Fraser to tho President, dated Bombay 23rd July 1760, 
Pub Diary 35 of 1760, 588, Bom. Gov. Consultation 29th July 1760, Pub, Diary 35 of 
1760, 567. i 

2 Madras to Bombay 14th Oct, 1760, Secret and Political Diary 6 of ies 8. 


3 Court to Bombay 31st Dec, 1760 paras. 56-59, Pub, Dep. Court’s Juctters Vol, 5 of 
1757-1761, 344-340. 3 
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In 1760, perhaps because of the fear of a French attack, money 
was very scarce in Bombay. At a Consultation held the 12th 
February 1760, the Board agreed to deliver Rs. 60,000 of goods to 
Vanjdrds on receipt from the shroffs of bills in favour of the Chief 
and Council at Surat payable at par.! 


An entry a week later suggests that on account of fear of a French 
attack no silver was brought to the Bombay mint to be coined and 
that in consequence the mint was practically closed. At a Consult- 
ation on the 19th February 1760 the Board records: Our shroffs 
having offered to pay the Chief {nd Council at Surat 60,000 new 
rupees on our giving them the seme number of current rupees, 
their offer is approved as we are very much distressed for new 
money for the coast settlements,” 


Another entry nearly two years later suggests that the scarcity 
of moriey was partly due to the wars in Upper India which 
culminated in the defeat of the Mardthds at Pénipat (6th January 
1761). Ata Consultation on the 29th December 1761 read the 
following petition from the coppersmiths to Government: That your 
Honours’ petitioners beg to represent. that ever since your peudore 
ers purchased copper of the Honourable Company they have not 
been able to sell any part of it for want of buyers, because of the 
war between the Moghals and Mardéthds. This yeav all sortof trade 
is stopped, an evil which not only renders the merchants unable to 
sell their goods but reduces the town to great wan of money. 
This obliges your Honours’ petitioners to make this request hoping 
as fathers of the merchants, your Honours will be pleased to grant 
them further time to takesaway their copper from the Company’s 
warehouse ;? Resolved the consideration of the petition be deferred 
till the warehouse-keeper can examine the state of the copper- 
smiths’ accounts.* 


‘At a Consultation, the 28th March 1760, the Board decide that 
as it if necessary to guard against any accident by fire in the 
marine yard, the storekeeper deliver the engine now in his chargé 
to be kept in the marine yard by the Superintendent. Also that 
Such engines as had been delivered from the Dragon, Swallow, or 
other ships from England he put in good repair and kept in tho 
same place.5 


On the 25th April 1760 shortly after receipt of the news that the 
oy ay had been made commandants of Surat Castle’ the Court 
of Directors evrite : We are sorry to find that our affairs at Surat 
have been in such a dangerouseand disgraceful situation, our 
merckants’ gobds forced away, our servants barbarously and openly 
murdered in | the streets, and our Chief grossly insulted. We 


1 Bom. Gov. Copsultation, 12th Feb. 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 118. 

7 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 19th Feb, 1760, Pub Diary 34 of 1760, 135. 

3 Petition from Coppersmiths, Dec. 1761, Pub, Diary 37 of 1761, 805. 

* Bom. Gov, Gonsultation, 29th Dec. 1761, Pub. Diary 37 of 1761, 803. 

* Bom, Goy Gonsultation, 28th March 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 235. 

® Yor partieufars see Bombay Letters to Court, 27th March (paras 90-96} antl 81st 
aT as a 1759 paras 23 +26. Pub, Dep. Letters tothe Cout Vol. 6 of 1759, 
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have great reason to apprehend that private views and connections 
have brought on these mischiefs. It is certain that all our late 
embroils with the Surat government have had their rise from self- 
interested motives We are assured» the promoter of these mis- 
fortunes was the Dutch broker Muncher (Mancharji) a misc.eant 
who, although in a foreign interest, has been most shamefully suffer- 
ed to influence all our public concerns in that city, and though 
lanished from our service’by Mr. Wake, was supported in check- 
ing and controlling the measures of our late Chiefs, Messrs. Crom- 
melin and Hllis, till he sueceeqed in establishing in the govein- 
ment his creature Ali Nawdz Khan for the subversion of our affairs 
and in absolute subjection to thé dictates of the Dutch In such a 
situation, loaded with injuries and stripped of our privilege, a war 
was unavoidable We are therefore toed to find it finished on 
terms so honourable and advantageous. For the future sec that 
you give us no cause to complain that private intercourse with our 
enemies is continued to the prejudice of our_interest If this is 
repeated by any of our servants, we shall deem those servants 
unfaithful dishonourable and unworthy of our service. 


As we now possess the tvastle of Surat, we shall here lay down 
some rules for the conduct of this important concern. The residence 
of our servants must be im the castle. But whether it may be 
proper for mercantile convenience and collecting our duties to hold 
the factory in the castle is left to your judgment. As already 
mentioned we confirm Mr. Spencer our Chief at Surat Our 
experience of his prudence and discretion gives,us confidence that 
under him our orders and regulations will be punctually enforced 
In case of Mr. Spencer’s death or departure, we give Mr. Thomas 
Hodges the option of this chiefship; if Re declines it we uppomt 
Mr. Willam Andrew Price. We do not apprehend any necessity 
for a large garrison, as at any time they can be succoured from 
Bombay. Still let there always be a respectable force such as will 
pievent a surprise, and secure the castle from danger. Great order 
aml severe discipline must be maintained that the soldiers arc never 
suffered to injure or maltreat the inhabitants. In the choige of the 
military commander no regard must be paid to seniority Thé 
commander must have temper and abilities and be esteemed by 
lus people. We dwell the longer upon this head bécause in such a 
city many and fatal mischiefs may flow from indiserction in the 
commander. 


So long as he acts uprightly it will be your interest to keep Yair 
with the governor of Surat Citys At the same time in all just and 
equitable instances you must appear the merchants’ advocate and 
protector. The real and natural interest of Surat centers with the 
tiaders, and in defending them from oppression, you establish your 
own security. Such candid and fair behaviour will unite the 
inhabitants in affection and respect to your government. Make no 
ill use of power, distribute justice equally to all. Our Chief, we are 
siisfied, will inaintain the character of au upright faithful servant 
anilhis example we hope will inspire others with a just sense of their 
duty Should it appear that mercenary and selfish views bias: any 
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one to the frejudice of public measures, such, without waiting for 
orders, are instantly to be dismissed from our service. As you 
value our favour, we depend that your vigilance and care will be 
at all times exercised in freeing us from unavoidable embroils and 
in detecting the smallest malpractices at Surat. 


On the 25th April 1760 the Court of Directors wtote: Wo 
observe that upon some dispute President Bourchier took into his 
own hands the power of measuring ground. This wo highly 
disapprove, The measuring of ground is our Collector’s province. 
Upon an application he issues his 6rders to the clerk of the works 
who certifies such measurement to the Collector, when the same 
becomes regularly registered. If any disputes should arise (which 
to us seems improbable) the Governor in Council are to determine 
the difference? 


The same Despatch continues: We approve the steps you have 
pursued with Captain Cameron and the late Mr. Funge (Funck). 
Ai the same time we can by no méans excuse our Chief in taking 
off our soldiers from their duty to employ them as tailors an 
cobblers. This is a practice we will not suffer. The example may 
encourage inferiors to commit great abuses. 


During this time the Company’s relations with the Mardéthds 
continued friendly. On the 20th June 1760 Govind Shivrémpant 
at a meeting with the Honourable the President and Council at 
the Company’s new house, delivered an elephant presented by 
Néna (Balaji Bajirév, 1740-1761) to our Honourable Masters.‘ 


A Consultation of the 26th August 1760 records: Some persons 
on the island having offered Rs. 1600 a vear to have the sole 
privilege of importing and selling betel-leaf, we think the amount 
is so trifling and the risk so considerable, the farm will prove a 
hardship to the inhabitants and likewise affect the Honourable 
Company in some éssential points; we judge it conducive to their 
real interest to decline the offer. 


On the subject of this monopoly two years later (16th April 
1762) the Court observe: You did well to reject the offer of 
“Rs. 1000 for an exclusive privilege of selling betel-leaf We shall 
never acquiesce in raising # revenue by any method that may be 
oppressive to the inhabitants, more particularly when proposed in 
so underhand a manner.’ 


An entry in the Bombay Diary of Ist October 1760 shows that 


in spite of their excellent qualities Arab sepoys were occasionally 
troublesome: The Secretary by otder of the President acquaintec 


2 Court to Bombay 25th April 1760 paras. 78-86, Pub. Dep. Court’s L, Vol. 5 0 
1781-1761, 261 "263. 7 3 : = 
ourt to Bombay 25th April 176! 106. b. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 5¢ 
1757 - 1761, 273. eases iced bri: 
® Court to Bombay 25th April 1760 para 134, Pub. Dep Court's L. Vol. 5 of 1757 
1761, 285 4 Bom. Gov. Diary, 20th June 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 468, 
* Bom. Gov Consultation, 26th Aug. 1760, Pub, Diary 35 of 1760, 647. id 
Court to Bombay 16th April 1762 para 91, Pub. Dep, Court’s L, Vol, 6 of 1762-64, 4 
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the Board that in addition to the misbehaviour of the Arab 
scpoys brought yesterday to the notice of the Board by Mr. Byfeld, 
Major Fraser had this morning informed the President he was 
afterwards told that some of the Arabs were even loading their 
pieces when the, gentlemen at muster accepted their submission. 
‘This made 1t probable they would otherwise have proceeded to ex- 
tremities. The Major having not only proposed but recommended 
to the President to get tid of such troublesome people, the 
President had ordered the Secretary to acquaint the Board that 
with them concurrence he intended to discharge the whole 250 
Arabs He would accompany their discharge with some credit to 
their officers and satisfaction tp the rest of the corps lest. on any 
future occasion the island should otherwise be disappointed of their 
service. In this proposal the Council unanimously concurred ! 


While the news of the ruin of Paénipat (January 6th 1761) was 
on its way to them the Directors wrote (6th May 1761): Although 
we are satisfied it may be attended with ill consequences, still to 
preserve a good understanding with them, it may be advisable to 
allow the Mardthds to take possession of Raéjpuri. You must be 
careful to interfere no further in assisting the Sidi than may be 
really and absolutely necessary. 

On the 5th May 1761 trustworthy advices by Basra bringing 
word that his late Majesty George II. of ever blessed memory 
departed this life the 25th October 1760 of an apoplectic fit, 
the Bombay Council ordered that on the occasion 76 half- 
mmute guns be fired from the castle; that. all the ‘principal 
inhabitants on the island be required to put themselves into deep 
mourning for three months and afterwhrds to wear holf mourning 
for a hke space of time. The Council add: Notice of this event 
must be given to all our subordinates and a salute of 21 guns 
must be fired to-morrow at sunrise for the Prince of Wales’ 
accession to the throne. It is agreed not to proclaim the Prince of 
Wales till more authenticate advices are received.’ 

At sunrise next morning (6th May 1761), agreeable to yesterday’s 
resolution 76 half minute-guns were fired from the fort and 20 
from every ship in the road. The garrison was likewise ordered 
under arms and fired three volleys, the drums colours and officers’ 
spontoons (half-pikes or halberts) being put into mourning. At 
noon a royal saluté was fired from every ship in the road and the 
guns all round the town were discharged on account of the Prince 
of Wales’ accession to the throne* 

On the 16th April 1762 thé Court of Directors wrote: It is 
very agreeable to us to find that you have prevailed upon & shroff 
Lelonging to Tarvari’s house to settle upon the island. Every 
encouragement you give to merchants to come amongst you will 


1 Bom Gov Consultation, let Oct..1760, Pub Diary 35 of 1760, 731. 

2 Court to Bombay 6th May 1761 para 78, Pub, Dep, Court's L. Vol. 6 of 1757-GL, 377, 
2 Kom Gov, Consultation, 5th May 1761, Pub. Diary 36 of 1761, 393, 

* Bom. Gov, Diary 6th May 1761, Pub. Diary 36 of 1761, 396. 
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always meet with our approbation. We hope this single instance 
will incite others to follow his example. 


The Diary for 1762, under date Sunday 7th November, records: 
A very violent gale of wind doing considerable damage to the small 
craft in and about the harbour, blowing dqwn freat quantities of 
cocoanut trees, and in other respects greatly damaging most of the 
oarts and houses on the island. 

The destruction and injury to cocoa trees formed the subject of 
a petition from the oart-holdors for a remission of assessment. Of 
this petition and the consequent infquiry and setilement the Bombay 
Government gave the following agcount in a letter to the Court of 
Directors dated 25th March 1764: On the 11th June the fucindérs 
of Bombay and Méhim delivered us a petition wherein they set 
forth the great loss they sustained by the storm in November 1762 
and on that account desired to be released from the tax. In conse- 
quence of this we ordered the Collector to make enquiry and report 
to us what deduction of tax would be reasonable. Again, on the 16th 
August, the oart-farmers delivered us another petition desiring 
consideration on account of this storm. The whole matter was 
referred to the Committee of Accounts who on the 3rd January 
(1764) reported that the estimate of the loss calculated by the 
vercadores amounted to Rs. 14,332-3-9. Inthe Committce’s opinion 
it was impossible for the vereadores or any set of people to calculate 
the term of years trees shall remain fruitless after such a storm. 
The Committee recommended that, on the fourth sort of trees, the 
farmers should have a proportionable abatement of their tax for 
the first six months after the storm, for one year on the first second 
and third sorts, and a proportionate deduction in their anntal rent 
for the trees blown down. As this settlement reduced the damage 
from Rs, 14,332-3-9 to Rs. 8500, it was approved and ordered to 
be carried out. We hope it will satisfy the farmers, If not, the verea- 
dores will be ordered from time to time to survey the oarts that 
ete tt be necessary a proportionable additional abatement may be 
made. 

This ,settlement by no means satisfied the Board of Directors. 
On the, 22nd March 1765 the Court write to Bombay: We 
observe the farmers of the oarts petitioned the Board for an allow- 
ance on account of their sufferings by a storm in 1762, and after 
taking the same into consideration you allowed them Rs. 8500. 
This appears to us avery large sum. As your making such a pre- 
cedent may be very prejudicial to our interest in future, we expect 
you will explain your motives for this transaction more fully to us 
in your next advices. 


In a letter of the 8rd March 1762 the Court of Directors write: 
You were informed by our last letter that the negotiation for a 
e 
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peace between Great Britain and France was entircly’ broken off. 
It was therein also intimated that there was too much reason to 
apprehend a war would break out with Spain. This event accord- 
inely happened On the 4th of January (1762), war was declared 
in London against the King of Spain. The motives for this measure 
will appear by His Majesty's declaration, dated at St. James’s, the 
2ud of the same month, which you will herewith receive. You are 
accordingly to cause the said declaration to be proclaimed at Bom- 
bay and its dependencies with the solemnitics usual on such an 
ocasion This information mugt put you on your guard to take 
all proper measures for the security of our navigation against any 
attempts of this now enemy. »In particular you must give the 
necessary orders and cautions to the commanders of all our home- 
waid bound ships to be well on their guard and avoid touching at 
any Spanish ports during the whole course of their voyage. It is 
further necessary to inform you that relations with the Dutch 
nation are at present so critical that we should not be surprised if 
they take some unjustifiable measures to our prejudice in the East 
Indies, particularly in Bengal. In these circumstances you cannot 
he too watchful to prevent any dangers apprehended from the 
Dutch.) 

On the 10th of August (1762) the several European and native 
inhabitants, agreeable to the summons sent them for that purpose, 
Leing assembled upon the Green, the Board also repaired thither at 
9 o’clock in the morning when all the troopsin the garrison being 
under arms, the Secretary mounted on hgrseback, read His 
Majesty’s declaration of war against Spain. After this the Board 
proceeded to the Bandar.? 

On the &th August 1762 read the letter and accompanying papers 
received last night (7th August 1762) from the President and 
Council for military affairs at Madras, advising us of a proposed 
expedition agamst Manilla and desizing us to afford all possible 
assistance m men, vessels, stores, and apparatus After cdnsidera- 
tion it is decided to hold in readiness as many men as our situation 
will admit. Also one bomb-vessel, 1000 barrels of gunpowder,” 
and such flat-bottomed boats as are finished. In the meantime we 
shall hope to receive farther advices how far it may be expedient 
to prosecute this expedition while the French are in possession 
of the islands. Also whether the withdrawing forces from India 
on 80 distant an expedition will not expose the settlements tg the 
enemy’s attacks § 
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About the 20th June 1763 the President received by Aleppo and Peace in Furopo, 


Basra a letter from the Court of Directors dated 30th November 
1762, informing him that on the 8th instant one of the King’s 
messengers arrived at the office of the Earl of Egremont, His 
Majesty’s Principal Sccretary* of State, with the instruments of 
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preliminary‘ articles of peace signed at Fontainbleau the 8rd instant 
by his Grace the Duke of Bedford, His Majesty’s Minister Plenipo-- 
tentiary, with those of the Most Christian and Catholie Kings, In 
consequence of thison the 26th November a cessation of arins was 
publicly declared in England between the said powers. The Court 
continues; That this cessation of arms may have its proper and 
intended effect you are not only strictly to observe it yourselves, 
but you are to send and give immedidte notice thereof to every 
part of India and wherever else we have any connections or it may bo 
of any possible utility.) Accordingly at nine o’clock on the morning 
of the 24th June, the garrison being under arms upon the Green, 
the President and Council being present and the European and 
native inhabitants duly assembled, the Secretary, mounted on 
horseback, read His Majesty’s proclamation for a cessation of arms 
between Great Britain France and Spain.2 Two months later, 31st 
August 1763, on information contained in a letter from the Direc- 
tors dated 31st March 1763$ at nine in the morning, the Honourable 
President and Council, attended by all European and native inha- 
bitants, repaired to the Green where the Secretary mounted on 
horseback read His Majesty’s proclamation of peace. The garrison 
being under arms fired three volleys and the Fort 21 guns. After 
this every body went to the Church and heard a thanksgiving 
sermon prepared for the occasion® ° 


As was natural in a time of so great danger of European attack on 
the coast, and of such disturbance and destruction both in Upper India 
and in Poona, the cpstoms revenue of Bombay showed a decline from 
Rs. 1,683,931 in 1760-61 to Rs. 1,56,612 in 1761-62. Regarding the 
decrease in the Bombay revenses on the 6th April 1763 the Court wnte : 
We are willing to believe the decrease of our revenues does not proceed 
from any inattention of our President and Council, but chiefly from the 
inland troubles in the Mardtha country which prevent the Vanjara 
merchants coming down in such numbers as usual. When these 
inland disturbancés are at.an end, we doubt not but trade will revive, 
and that nothing will be wanting on your part to bring it back to its” 
former state, perhaps even to a higher degree of perfection. The peace 
letween the European Nations in India may probably contribute to 
lessen the troubles among the imland Princes and thereby to open the 
door of trade and commerce in their several countries, a result which 
must increase our customs and revenues all over India.* 

A year later (8rd April 1764) the Directors continue: We are 
sorry to find there is reason to complain of the continued decrease of the 
customs and duties at your Presidency during the years 1761 to 1762. 
This decrease as you advise us is owing to the general decay of trade 
and the unsettled state of the country. As the peace now established 
in Europe must he productive of good effects for the commerce of 
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India and as we rely on your best endeavours to promote “the internal 
‘tranquility of the country, we hope that we shall hear no futher 
complaints on this subject.t 
’. In one respect the disturbed state of the Deccan was not unfavour- 
* de to Bombay. Z 

"t a Consultation, the 3Ist May 1783, Government remark: 

‘the Moghal, that is the Nizdm’s army, haa entirely destroyed 

sona® many of the principal traders have asked and received permis- 

elon to repair hither with their families. As our Honourable Masters 
have frequently recommended us to give all smtable encouragement to 
people of substance resorting to bie island, it is ordered that a publica- 
tion be issued signifying that all persons who may repair hither shall 
enjoy the same privileges as other inhabitants, and be permitted to 
purchase lands or houses from any persons they think proper. This we 
hope will duce many substantial subjects of the neighbouring 
countries to resort under our protection ® 


This measure was approved by the Court who write (22nd 
March 1765): We approve the measure you took in inviting the 
inhabitants of Poona to settle at Bombay.* Though upon this 
occasion the Maréthés are said to have prevented any rich 
merchant leaving Poona, Bombay seems to have gained important 
additions as 1t is noticed that by 1764 the population had increased 
to 60,000. 

In the years of war and expectation of war (1761 and 1762) 
the fall in revenue was accompanied by an ingrease in charges. 
On the 3rd April 1764 the Directors write to Bombay: It is 
with concern we find ourselves disappointed in the expectations 
you gave us that your charges would be decreased. By your 
general books it appears that in the course of last year charges 
have been considerably increased. Still we observe that this 
increase is for the most part in consequence of the late war. We 
therefore raise no objection beyond earnestly recomimending* to you 
‘to take advantage of the peace to reduce your charges within due 
bounds.® 

The diary of the 18th November 1763 has this entry: A Court 
of Admiralty was this day held on the people belonging to the 
Royal Admiral who attempted to carry off that ship out of Surat 
road. At this Court Andrew Pope, W. Bruce, and T. Moore were 
convicted of piracy and condemned to be hanged as the taw directs,’ 


1 Conrt to Bombay 8rd April 1764 para 58, Pub, Dep Court’s L. Vol. 6 of 1762- 
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On the 22nd March 1765 the Directors wrote: As since the peace 
the slave trade to the Coast of Africa has greatly increased, the, 
demand for goods proper for that market is very large. We are 
very desirous, so far as lies in our power, to contribute to the. 
encouragement of a trade on which the well-bejng of the Britiy’ 
plantations in the West Indies so much depends. Considering t’: . 
matter in a national view we expect and positively direct you! | - 
far as you possibly can, to conform, net only to the provision: « 
general of the several articles ordered in the abovementioned i+. 
of investment, but to those in particular marked A which are more 
immediately wanted for that trade.! 


On the 22nd March 1765 the Cou-t of Directors issued the follow- 
ing orders against the supply of arms and stores to the country 
powers: We forbid your supplying any of the country powers 
with musquets unless for special reasons to the King of Travankor. 
Cannon we absolutely forbid your supplying. We should not have 
thought there would ever have been a necessity for this order as 
the supplying of cannon seems so remarkably inconsistent with 
our interest and policy. We further positively forbid your supply- 
ing country powers with any warlike stores whatsoever. The samo 
prohibition extends to all kinds of marine stores unless upon very 
extraordinary occasions for which we shall expect the fullest and 
most explicit reasons. With respect to building ships at Bombay 
for any of the country powers, whatever it may be for individuals, 
this can never be for the Company’s interest. Consequently we 
forbid the building in Bombay of any ships for the use of country 
powers. 


At a Consultation, the*16th July 1765, the Board passed the 
following rules regarditig the levy of customs duties: All goods 
brought from the north, notwithstanding they may be landed for 
exportation, are to pay duty in Bombay unless the proprictor ean 
produce a certificate that they have paid duty at Surat. The duty 
on cottdh is to bé levied agreeable to the valuation of this article at 
Surat. To preventthe southern traders evading payment of custois 
by proceeding from Bombay to the northern ports without touching 
dt Surat, the customs master is directed, upon their arrival, to call 
on all merchants not under our protection to deliver in a list of 
cargo and to charge the usual duties thereon valuing the goods 10 
per cent under the market price, and granting the proprietors a 
certificate of their having paid the same. The customs master is 
further direcjed to observe the same rule with respect to all mer- 
chants trading under our protection, wha may proceed directly to 
the nerthward without touching at Surat. On the other hand all 
merchants who declare their intention of proceeding to and landing 
their goods at Surat are to-be exempted. To prevent our being 
deceived in this respect, a list of exemptions must always be sent 
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into the Seeretary’s office, to be transmitted to the Chief and 
Counal at Surat. To enable the customs master to comply with 
this order, the superintendent is directed to send him a list of all 
boats and vessels which may in future proceed under our convoys, 
‘Phe Bombay Council resolved to introduce a standing rule that 
goods remaining ‘unsold at the end of July be valued at the then 
market price and the customs collected thereon accordingly.' 

At a Consultation dated 8th October 1765 the Council order that 
four coolies being detected in carrying off contrary to the established 
rules of the Government a merchant largely indebted on the island 

.the Collector should levy the finesof Rs. 100 which the publication 
subjects them to on this acceun$.? 

Ata Consultation of the 28th January 1766 determined as 
inconveniencies have arisen to the public service from Bohords and 
others working up iron and exporting it across the harbour for 
the service of the Mardéth4s and other country powers, that the 
exportation of all iron worked upon the island for ships’ use be 
prohibited} ~ 

The Court of Directors’ letter, dated 12th March 1766, contains 
the following reference to Angria’s affairs: In your letter of the 
14th May 1765 you acquaint us that two sons of Tuldji Angria, 
escaped from Mardtha confinement, are arrived at Bombay claiming 
our protection. We wish you had not entertained these fugitives 
as it may give umbrage to the Mardthds. 1t will be more agreeable 
to us 1f you can get rid of the Angrids by giving a small sum of 
money to each, and desiring’ them to go to some other country.‘ 

A Consuliétion of 4th November 1767 records: Received by 
puamar a letter from the President an? Council at Fort St George, 
enclosing a letter from Colonel Smith to their President, with the 
agreeable news that the army under his command has gained a 
complete victory over the combined forces of the Subha of the 
Deccan and Haidar Ali Khén. In consequence of this happy 
event a royal salute was immediately fired? . 

On the 28th January 1767 the Honourable Thomas Hodges 
succeeded the Honourable Charles Crommelin as Governor ang 
President of Bombay On the 4th April 1767 the Court of Directors 
wrote’ We must observe that for some years past under various 
pretences, our servants at your presidency have purchased many 
buildings from gentlemen leaving the island, which in general have 
appeared more for the interest of those gentlemen than that of 
your employers. To prevent this in futur® we positively order 


een 
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® Bom Gov, Diary 4th Nov, 1767, Secret and Political Diary 9 of 1767, 33, 


B1185—45 


Chapte %. 
History. 


Default 4? 
Dedtor, 
1765, 


Export of Tra . 
proluobited, 
1766. 


Anyna Refugees, 
1766. 


sas News, 
767, 


» House Furchasea, 


Chapter I. 
History, 


Palanquin’ 
{Hamdls, 
1767. 


Operations in 
the Persian 
Gulf, 
1768, 


UHistorival 
354 BOMBAY TOWN 


that no hotises or warehouses be purchased on our account until 
leave is first obtained from us.! 


A Consultation of Ist September 1767 records: The trade of 
the island being greatly interrupted by people seizing haméls to 
carry palanquins ; Resolved that no hamdls whatever be employed 
in this service without permission from the customs master who 
must be directed not to give leave for any, except those usually 
ealled batty hamdle, and a publicatiox of this, our resolution, to 
be issued by beat of drum. After this should any peon or other 
person presume to seize any hamél without permission from the 
customs master he must be punished at the customs master’s 
discretion.” 


On the 23rd December 1767 the Board record: The unhappy 
accident of the ship Defiance being blown up in the Gulf of Persia 
in our opinion renders the sending another capital cruizer into the 
Gulf unavoidable. As wg have already determined to accept 
Karim Khéan’s proposals for acting jointly with him against Carrack 
and Ormuz and have directed the agent and Council at Busra 
to signify the same to him, our Honourable Masters’ interest 
would be greatly affected, if not entirely ruined, in cuse of 
the Khén’s beg disappointed in the assistance promiscd him 
which must be the consequence if the Defiance is not replaced. 
Resolved therefore that the Revenge proceed on this scervico,and 
to assist in carrying the goods and stores intended thither a 
letter being sent to Surat to hasten her departure from the bar on 
this account. Thg determining or sending another military force is 
deferred for the present.® 


Consideration of the military force to be sent to Persia resumed 
on 4th January 1768: Major Mackenzie now lays before us @ 
state of our present garrison from which it appears that after 
completing the force now in and bound to the Gulf to what was 
originally intenged allowing for the men lost on the Defiance, o 
point which our engagements to Karim Khdén renders indispensably 
necessary, we shail be able to detach 400 European infantry 
including non-commissioned officers, about 80 artillery, and 800 
Sepoys including officers, which with a proper marine force the 
Major is of opinion will be fully sufficient to reduce Haidar Ali’s 
fleet forts and possessions upon the sea coast, and at the same time 
leave such a number of men in this garrison as with the militia of 
the:island will be sufficient for its security against a surprise. The 
superintendent is likewise asked as to the marine force he deems 
necessary on this occasion. He declares that the vessels left after 
the daparture of those ordered to Persia together with the Drake, 
Snow, Fox, and Fly galivats at Onor and two of our Honourable 
Masters will be sufficient to accomplish every end. This object being 


pple rhea? 


1 Court to Botnbay 4th April 1767 para 82, Pub Dep Court's L. Vol. 7 of 1765- 
1768, 258.252. Comp. of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759-1788, 196. 
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hus provided for, the Major is ordered to embark such # number of Chapter J. 
in on the vessels hound to Persia as will complete the force History. 
iginally intended, allowing for the men lost on tho Defiance. : 
he commanders of the Lord Mansfield and Earl of Chatham are 

prdered to get their ships in readinesé for the sea, as, if agreeable 
» the superintendent's opinion, we determine on employing two 

ships on the above service.! 

| The following statement shows in detail the strength and Bowl ay 

ihstubution of the Bombay garrison in January 1768 + Pees 


Bombay Garrison, 1768: 


INPANTRY. 


58 
re ae 
$ gs 
st fed 

Fit for duty » tt 1 
Sick . « . «doe 
ota | 1 
Wanted for Persia . a 
Available for other Duty, 


Total 4. 


Toreman rts) a | 


gz 
ARTILLERY, E 3 E 
gle 13 
| sé |2 
So rte ee eS Heads Raa Ghai 
| Bit for Duty : vol 8 2] 6 
H Bick ae . » mf 2]. 
Total ..| 4) 2] 6 
Wanted for Persia one ray ery 
Available forother Duty .. «wf 1} 1] 4 
{ ee a ES eS a ee ee Soe ees 
; Total 2). . 
} fan oa paces PERS Se a Ste aia jab 
, Toremain E a} 2 aja} 10] 2} 2 bi7 | 31 | 86 
d 2 
| Skrova, H g 
| 8 4 
7 
j a] 3 z 
| ee for Duty. . “ eel of 9 65} 14| 21] 19) 40} 18] © |1109/1989) 
See we we a BJ oe] Spon | «|u| 3) 91) 120 
Total . | 2} 10 60 | 14 | 24 | 13 | 40 | 28 | 12 {1200/1608 
{ Wanted for Persia we ae . arg Sage « oe ee ee eee 
1, Availuble for other Duty .. 2. 8 40}. | 16] 8] 2) ..] 8 | 624) B00) 


Sf 
To remain - ae 


“| 
als 


1 Bom, Gov, Consultation 4th Jan 1768, Pub. Diary 52 of 1768, 2-3, 5, 


Chapter I. 


History. 


Garrison, 


BdAlsette and 
Bassein, 
1768. 


Transit of 
Venus, 


1768 


[Hastoriq’ 
356 ‘BOMBAY TOWN 
The following tables give the detailed strength of the Persia: 


expedition : . 
Troops for Persia, 1768. 
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On the 18th March ,1768 the Court of Directors wrote: W: 
highly approve the intimation you gave to our President and 
Council of Fort St. George to use their endeavours with th 
Mardthdés to obtain a grant of Sdlsette and Bassein. We nov 
in the strongest ymanner recommend to you upon every occasion t 
use your endeavours to obtain these places. We should esteem thent 
a valuable acquisition. We cannot directly point out the mode o 
acquiring them but should prefer obtaining them ky purchase t- 
obtaining them by war.! : 

On the 18th March 1768 the Court of Directors wrote: Th 
Royal Soeiety having applied to us, as by the enclosed copy 0; 
them Secretary's letter, that observations may be made at ou; 
several presidencies or other places in the East Indies of the nex} 
transit of thé planet Venus over the disk of the sun which 1° 
expected to happen on the 8rd Juné 1769, and being desirous by alf 
meang of concurring in an affair of such importance to the advance: 
ment of science, we thus early and earnestly recommend it to you! 
to direct all and every person in the service of the Company whi 
are conversant in astronomy, and to desire in our name by parti 
cular notice or otherwise all other persons whatsoever under you? 


€ 


i 
1 Court to Bombay 18th q 7 s ors Vol. 
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htluence properly qualified for the purpose to exert themselves 
making the most careful and accurate observations upon the said 
ransit, and to deliver their reports to you in writing to be trans- 
nutted to us at least in duplicate by the earliest opportunities To 
le persons who shall be employed as observers you are to deliver 
\opies of the directions sent to you in 1760 for the last transit. 
| When we receive certam prqmised instructions from His Majesty’s 
stronomer Royal for observations on the expected transit we shall 
_$rward the same that copies thereof may also be put into the 
uands of the observers whom We also wish to be furnished with 
@nstiuments and every assistance contributary to the success and 
ccuracy of their observations. ?We have given and shall send the 
ike directions on this subject to Fort St. George, Bengal, Fort 
Marlborough, and China.! 


Tn the same letter (18th March 1768) the Court continues: The 
stxivency of the times hmiting the remjttances to Europe through 
‘pur cash we have considered how we can best alleviate the hard- 

lups that individuals may sustain thereby.. To compensate for 
he same and open a channel for transmitting such sums as there 
nay be occasion to send hither until the alteration of circumstances 
éshall no longer require the refusal of the bills of exchange, we have 
jresolved and do accordingly allow that all our servants civil marino 
snd military, the traders in coral, and the commanders of our 
‘freighted ships, may import gold or silver in specie or bullion from 
he East Indies, free of duty and all other charges, the freight of a 
yuarter per cent to the commanders excepted. The exportation of 
he said specie or bullion from Bombay 1s to be made under your 
license and register, in the same manner as is practised in respect to 
iamonds, except that the exporter is to be free from all duties and 
fzhaiges thereon, You are to transmit to us in duplicate such 
registers fo ascertaining the particulars that on the arrival of the 
prs we may order the specie or bullion to be brought up to our 
easury to be delivered to the persons»to whom the sdire are 
espectively consigned. This indulgence is to continue until we 
Jyevoke the same ? 


| \ In July 1768 as a number of people had becn lately bitten some 
t F them fatal y by mad dogs, Government resolved (22nd July 1768) 
pe a publication be issued by beat of drum requiring all persons 
; possensed of dogs to keep them tied up for a certain space of time 
jptherwise they will be destroyed. A party of sepoys to be ordgred 
gul on Monday morning to kill all dogs they may; find strag- 
ging about.3 
{, As many inconveniences were found to arise from the boat? which 
ply in the rvad as bumboats being under no regulation, the 
ombay Council agreed (18th Qetober 1768) to forbid any boat to 
ply m this capacity without a permit. They direct the customs 


7 1 Court to Bombay 18th March 1768 paras 129-131, Pub. Dep, Court's L, Vol. 7 of 
75-1768, 345-346, 

2 Court to Bombay 18th March 1768 para 194, Ditto 865-366. 

3 Bom, Gov, Consultution 22nd July 1768, Pub, Diary 61 of 1768, 420, 
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Chapter I. master to*order all such boats as he furnishes with permits to b’, 
ene numbered and registered and to require them to repair to the Mandy 


aa: at sunset, After sunset on pain of such fine or punishment as thy 
Termite to Boats, customs master may think proper to inflict, no boats are to pl) 
- without particular leave obtained for that purpose, neither a) 
boats at any time go between the Dock and Pier heads witho 
express permission? . 
““Ctireay to, On the 28th December 1768 a Consultation resolved: The me} 
chi ‘chants being very desirous that a vessel may be immediately order(, 
i to Surat to carry up alarge quantit of their purchases at the presen 


sales and as we believe there is nothing now to be apprehended, 
from the Maréthds ; ordered the Aesolution be called in from hey 
present cruize and employed on this service and to bring down ag, 
many bales of the investment as may be in readiness, as the Admiral, 
Watson, the only vessel besides that is now here proper for th: 
same, will not for some time be ready for the sea? “ y 


Europe Trade, In a letter of the 31st March 1769 the Court write: We hopi 
1769, whenever peace is established you will give the greatest attentioy 

to the export trade, and in all treaties with the Prinecs of th 
country, you should endeavour to stipulate their taking a certau, 
quantity of woollens annualiy from you. ‘ 
European In a letter of the 31st Murch 1769 the Directors write’ In thc, 
Tuterpreters, —_ eourse of your transactions with the country powers we observe 
, that as very few of our servants are acquainted with the country’ 
languages, they are under the necessity of placing a confilence 1 

the natives as interpreters. As Mr. Dow to whom we have giver 

a military appointment is, well versed in the knowledge of thd 

Oriental Languages, his talents may be of great utility to the 

‘Company in the Gulf of Persia, or on other occasions, We there 

fore strongly recommend to you that notwithstanding his militar; 

appointment you avail yourselves of his abilities whenever it may 

be necessary to franslate from or negotiate in those languages. 


Indians in On the 31st March 1769 the Directors write: It has happenc 
England, of late years that among many natives of India who have bee 
Bae gent to Hngland as servants to gentlemen or their families returr 


ing horte, several, entirely forsaken by the persons who engag¢ 
them and thereby left in very destitute circumstances, hay 
applied to us to return at the Company's expense on board the: 
ships. This we have been induced to grant not only on account < 
thear great distress but to prevent reflections on us in this respec 
from the people of India. In order therefore to remedy thes 
grievances you are hereby directed not to permit any perso1 
whatéVer, on returning to England, to take with them a native « 
India without giving security for every such native in the sum \ 


nea renee 


? Bom, Gov. Consuliation, 19th Oct. 1768, Pub. Diary 51 of 1768, 564. 
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{0’to prevent their being chargeable to the Comparty in any Chapter I. 
nner whatever, You must send such bonds in the packets by the Hystory. 
ups whereon any Indian servants embark that in case of necessity 
‘e may put the same in force here.! 


‘On the 31st Maxch 1769 the Court writes: The importation of The Import 
ik appearing to us of the greatest cdnsequence, as well for the sr 
nefit of the Company as a national object, we have again taken 3 
s branch of tiade under dur consideration. We are of opinion 
if the troubles at Busbire make it impracticable to procure silk 
.te, that you strongly recommend the agent of Basra to attend 
tlis business As a further motive to attain this end we permit 
u to crease the price as far as Rs. 90 the man. If you can procure 
7a considerable investment, we even authorise you to extend it to 
*s hundred. As the first and third sorts afford the largest profits 
‘, dese you will send as little as possible of the other sorts, taking 
em only as # means of procuring the first and third? 


On the 80th June 1769 the Court of ‘Directors wrote: Though The War with 
‘om the beginning we have seen with great concern the war with Haidar Al, 
aidar Naik and disapproved it as being contfary to the opinions ney 
e entertain of the Company’s true interests in respect to the 
uuntry powers, yet so long as the war continues it is the duty 
‘ our several presidencies to co-operate to the utmost in order as 
son as possible to force the enemy to reasonable terms of peace. 
the shameful behaviour of the garrison left at Mangalor has done 
uievous mischief by encouragmg Haidar Néik and his troops. 
‘ou should have endeavoured to repair that disgrgce by some fresh 
<pedition against his possessions upon your coast. The state of 
our forces does not appear to us so weak as to disable you in 
ie manner you represent, nor do the prizterpal officers give any 
ch opinion. Iti3 true that Colonels Campbell and Keating in 
msidering the state of your works give an opinion what should be 
ie number of the garrison for their defence in case of attack by 
“regular army. This does not imply that such a farrison should 
*,emain for ever within the walls, nor does the nature of our 
sdrvice admit of such calculations. We hope our servants at 
Madras have before this seen an opportunity of making peace upon* 
reasonable terms If Haidar N&ik refuses to hearken to reasonable 
terms our three presidencies must co-operate vigorously to reduce 
lum. At the same time considering the Mardth4s as the most 
dangerous growing power in India, we shall be very sorry to add to 
their strength by the total defeat of Haidar Ngik, who has hithefto 
been a strong check upon their ambitious views. We wish him 
therefore to remain an independent power in amity with us, agd we 
hope in time he will consider that his own interest points this out. 
Tf once he lets the Mar4th4s get a footing in the Mysor country, under 
a pretence of assisting him agajnst the English, they will not rest 


1 Court to Bombay 31st March 1769 para 83, Pub. Dep Court’a L, Vol. 8 of 
1769, 1771, 45. Comp. of Standing Ord, Vol, 2 of 1759-3788, 248, 
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Chapter I. till they Are masters of the whole, The whole tenour of ‘0° 
Histor letters to you and the other presidencies will show you that we al 
ye rather jealous of the Mardtha power. We have sought to continue i: 
ae BY apes peace with them, and to keep up a friéndly intercourse. If the! 

o769. think fit to take a hostile part against us, to gend you insulti 
messages, and to brave your port with their grabs, it is time 1. 

take vigorous measures.for preserving that respect which we hay 
hitherto held on your side of India., When you wrote your lett 
of the 18th December giving an account of the Mardtha tle” 

cruising off the harbour and of the insolent answer of Viséji Pay. 

you had ships in your harbour more than sufficient to ha, 

destroyed his fleet or brought himto a more becoming and exphq¢ 

declaration, Also when Médhavrao informed you that his desig 

was to demand the chauth from the Nabob of Arcot, presorvingf 

the same time the utmost goodwill towards the English, you shon} 

have told him that those two things were incompatible, that tl) 

Nabob of Arcot was, as ke knew, m firm friendship and allang 

with the English, and that any demand made upon him at the heat 

of an army laying waste his country would be answered by th, 

English forces in all parts of India who never would suffer | 

people under their protection to be distressed and plundered o| 

any pretence whatsoever. That accounts should be settled betwee} 
their respective agents in the usual manner, and if anything wat 

due from the Nabob of Arcot, your good offices should be employct 
in bringing the matter to an amicable conclusion. Such language 
with at the same time some vigorous preparations by sea anid lan 
would have been more likely to preserve peace with the Mardthas 
than the silent respect with which you seem to have received a 
their insults. } 


Naval Stores On the 25th February 1771 the Honourable William Hornlj. 
me succeeded the Honourable Thomas Hodges as Governor and Preside 
of Bombay. In the same year, 1771, it appeared to the Board that th’ 
Europe’ naval stores which the Mardthés and others procured fron! 
Bombay, led to an increase of their naval force, very much against the 
interest, of the Company. The Government therefore, in their Corl 
Sultation of 21st May 1771, resolved that no Europe naval stores be 
sold in or exported from Bombay without the express permission 
of Government, and that they be laid under the same restrictions as 
military stores. That no one might plead ignorance the Secretary 
was directed to issue a publication by beat of drum in the usual 
lantyuages.” 


Bombay At a Consultation held the 12th'June 1771 the Secretary read the 
Defences, following letter from the Committee of Surveys to the President and 
ride Council: At the present time, when the chance of a war in Europe 
makes it probable that an attack upon this town may be made 

very unexpectedly, it becomes the duty of every person whe considers 

himself in any shape responsible for the defence of this place, to 


) Court to Bombay 30th June 1769 paras 7-9, Pub. Dep, Court’s L, Vol, 8 of 1769 - 
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efleet upon tho attacks which arc most likely to be made upon it, 
and to ondeavour to discover the best means of making the town 
lefensible in the shortest time considering the present situation of 
ts woiks. The best attack upon Bombay is unquestionably from 
‘he sea. Troops under cover of a heavy well-supported fire from 
hipping, may land between the Dock Bastion and the Bandar 
“yttery, and between the north-east curtain of the castle and the 
1 Méndvi Bastion. This’ space of about one thousand yards is 
most totally unprovided with fire, and for about half the distance, 
ely from the fort to the en€ of the wall near Moody’s house, 
.ere ig no impediment in their way. A ship laid in a lme with 
ie old Mindvi Bastion may take the whale north front in enfilade, 
ad all the works from the line of communication at the salient 
igle of the Bazér Gate Ravelin to the ridge of Dongri in reverse, 
fessels laid between the Dock and Bandar Piers will enfilade the 
zreatest part of the Dock Bastion, its curtain, the gorge of the 
Royal Bastion, and the south face of*the Apollo Gate Ravelin. 
Lhey will also flank the north-east and south-west sides of the 
‘astle and take the north-west front in reverse, Vessels laid in 
line with the south-south-east face of the Royal Bastion will 
enfilade the whole south front almost to Stanhope Bastion and the 
noith-cast face of the Dock Bastion. If this town should not be 
attacked from the sea but the enemy determine upon an attack by 
cand, -it is for obvious reasons impossible to suppose them so ill- 
conducted as to attempt a landing to the southward of the town or 
on Coldéba. Neither can we suppose that they will attempt a 
‘anding to the westward of the town on account of the rocks and 
shoal water in Back Bay as well as for want of a sufficient space 
to make their approaches and many other reasons. In short one 
may venture without much presumption to prophesy that if an 
snemy determines upon an attack by land either to the southward 
pr westward of the town, and if the garrison behaves tolerably well, 
Ubey will never take the town. From the, Dock Bastion therefore 
so the Moor’s Bastion one may pronounce this town free from even 
the possibility of an attack by land, and yet this is the only part 
vf the fortifications of Bombay that.at this moment is in a’ tenable 
tondition, Little also is wanted in all this extent but to mount the 
sos in the lunettes of the Apollo Gate Ravelin, and to repair the 
wooden platforms which at present are almost all broken. From 
the Mooi’s Bastion round to the old M4ndvi Bastion the old works 
,are in a very weak and ruinous condition, and incapable of fin 
good defence against anything lke a spirited attack, “The ditches 
and covered way of the Hodges and Cumberland Ravelips are 
unfinished, in many parts not even begun, and there are no bridges 
af communication between these outworks and the place. The 
rampart for much the greatest part from the Church Gate round 
to the old Mdndvi Bastion is ruinous, Sume part of the work last 
done has only a revetment and the retaining wall of the parapet with- 
ont being filled up. ‘he retaining wall which was begun lately has 
bein stopped, and, even in daylight, the terrepleine is for a consider- 
able space not passalle for more than one man in front. In some 
parts of the rampart the earth has given way so much for waut of 
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= y 
the retaining wall that one discharge would inevitably drive the 
gun off the rampart. The ditch in many parts is not at this 
moment knee deep. The guns in many parts of the works on thid 
side are of too small calibre, and in general the gun-carriages anc 
platforms are in very bad order and want immedchate repair. The 
houses that were ordered to be pulled down are most of them still 
standing, and it is impossible to move troops or guns either upop 
the rampart or bebind it for any distance from the Church Ga! 
all the way round to the old Maéndvi Bastion,: From the Baz’ 
Gate to the old Mandvi Bastion thf top of the parapet, is rent ar 
in some parts of the Princess's curtain the ditch 1s dry. From ti’ 
old Mandvi Bastion to the end of the wall near Moody’s house J ; 
the north-north-east side of the town the works have never bet; 
‘finished, and though there be a very good wall with buttress: 
where bombproof jodgments may easily and speedily be made fd 
the troops, yet in its present situation it answers very little goo 
purpose of dcfence, there being no parapet to it, | 

It is laid down as a rule that the nearer the works come to th¢ 
‘body of a place, the higher they should be. Here it ig the 
reverse, for the new ravelins are considerably higher than th 
curtains they are made to cover, and the doctrine of reciproca 
defence between the various works of this place seents to have beer 
forgotten in the construction of many of them. Notwithstanding 
the enormous sums which have been éxpended on the fortification 
of if, this place appears at this moment just as defenceless ag the 
Chief Engineer of Bengal thought it in October 1768. -His words 
are: “At this instant this fortress labours under the greatest 
disadvantage that ever, attended a fortification.” In the next 
paragraph of the same letter he declares: “Bombay is at this 
instant so insecure and so open that it is capable of being assuulted’ 
at any hour in the night with the loss of very few lives to a: 
enemy,, It is.with infinite reluctance that we differ from s¢ 
respectable an authority*as Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell in a matter 
immediately in his department as an engineer, but we are obliged 
fo say that his reasons for leaving that side of Dongri Fort nest 
to the tewn dpen are by no méans satisfactory to us. It is eviden 
that in their present situation or in any situation in which the 
can be put for a year to come, the works on Dongri do not add te 
the defence of the town, On the contrary in case of an attack they, 
woyld harass and embarrass the garrison most exceedingly, if we; 
suppose any anilitary Skill in the enemy that attacks or any know 
ledge of the state of the”works.: To every other inconveniency 
attending this place in its present condition must be added thé 
absolute want of bombproof casemates for the garrison to rest in, 


Having thus briefly stated the defects in the defence of this | 
place, it becomes necessary to try how far they may by any means 
in our power be remedied. To prevent an enemy landing under 
cover of the fire of shipping on the east side of the town, a suflicient 
quantity of strong chevaux de frieze, shod with iron should'Le 
got ready to be laid from the Dock Bastion tothe old Mandvi 
Bastion. This will throw a great obstacle in the way of troops 
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; \andne to assault the town on this side. Heavicr gutis should be 

- planted on the east bastion of the Castle. The parapets of the Two 
Cam and the Moody Bay batteries should be immediately repaired. 
Part of the wood now lying behind the Mdndvi and Mulla’s house 
should be moved into the open spage behind the unfinished wall 
etween Moody’s house and the old Méndvi Bastion. The top of 
_his wall should be raised and some embrazuies for heavy cannon 
‘nehs soon be made at the bottom of it. The wood now lying 
ichind the M&ndvi is of that sort that it might be turned to many 
xood purposes in case of a siége, and might very speedily make 
hamacks tor the soldiers, not much if at all inferior to bombprovfs, 
As there is great want of hombproof places in the fort for keeping 
and making up ammunition, the arches of the new buildings should 
be turned immediately. This may be done in a short time as the 
diames ate ready fixed Vessels fitted as brulotts or fireboats 
should be kept at the Maéndvi Bandar, Moody’s Bay, and marine 
yard, which with the help of the wind%or tide might considerably 
annoy an enemy either in his ships or in an attempt to make a 
landing. If the outwork round Dongri as Yar as the Bazdr Gate 
je finished, that part when guns are mounted will be equally 
tenable with the other works of the place. Thisis so far advanced 
that it may be finished soon and the other hands at present at work 
on Dongri hill may be employed in securing the east side of Dongii 
{which is at present open and exposed to the fire of shipping), in 
sepairing the old works, and fimshing those whicl: have been built 
somo time. The covered way before Iodges and Cumberland 
Mavelins should be fimshed without delay. Bridges should be 
made hetween these works and the body of the place, and the ditch 
should be dug. Guns also should be mounted as soon as possible 
on these ravelins and proper stores laidinthem. We are persuaded 
that 1f an enemy comes against this place and does not attempt to. 
assault 1t from the sea, the attack can be made nowhere else with 
so great a probability of success as on the north of north-west side. 
The rubbish with which the ditch is in many places almost filled, 

! should be removed as soon as the season will allow the ditch to be 

‘cleaned. The cocoanut trees to the north-west of the town shoukl 

jbe cut down immediately, and the many holes and pits in the 
giacis on this side should be filled up. 

| We shall proceed with our survey agreeable to the Honourable 
‘\ Cofnpany’s orders as fast as possible and shall in future make our 
‘survey regularly every three months and report to your ILonovr. 

» On considering this letter the Board resolve that the President 
give the Engincer directions agreeable thereto. 

About a month later (26th July 1771) on perusing. letters 
from the Select Committees at, Bengal and Madras, and on observing 
from the Madras letters that a°war with France is probable, tho 
Select Committee in their Consultation of 26th July 1771, remark 
that all the orders necessary for putting Bombay into ag good a 
posture of defence as isin their power have already been given. 


i Secret and Pohtival Diary 12 of 1771, 31-37. 
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That the new works may be made defensible in as short a time as- 
possible, it is resolved that five hundred men more be retained fox 
the purpose who with those at present in pay must be employed 
on such works as are directly necessary! 


At o Consultation on the 6th August read a petition from Gopal: 
Angria to the President and Council, representing he was a grand 
son of Kdénhoji Angria, and that his father and he had been il, 
treated by his uncle Tulaji; praying for shelter for himself and hi 
family ; and promising, should the peed arise, that he would raie 
3000 to 4000 sepoys for the Company’s service? Decided, uf 
Gopdlji Angria may be useful in raising recruits down the coast, bh’ 
be granted shelter in Bombay and fhe pay of a Subhedar.® \ 


On Ist April 1772 the Court again raise the question of th’ 
value to Bombay of Sdlsette and Bassein. They say th’ 
advantages the Company would receive from the possession 0} 
Sélsette Bassein and Karanja are so obvious that these mus} 
necessarily be the principal objects of your attention. We ar, 
the more inclined to hope that Madhavrdy may be prevailed on & 
cede to us the islands as the tribute he receives from them is n& 
so considerable, but that we may be able to offer in exchange whe: 
he may deem an equivalent for such cession.* 


At a Consultation the 21st January 1771 read a letter from tl: 
Clerk of the Peace to the President and Council, dated Bombay Tow 
Hall, 18th January 1771: His Majesty’s Justices at the last Quarts” 
Sessions assembled, have directed me to represent to your Honod 
that having taken’ into consideration the great damage done both tf 
buildings and merchandise Jy the very great number of rats on the 
island, they propose a gratuity of one double pice be allowed fo 
each rat caught and produced to the sitting justice as a means o' 
ridding the place of those very pernicious animals, They therefor) 
request your Honour will be pleased to order a publication to ly 
issued to the above effect. Also one forbidding all persons <4 
gallop horses about the Streets of the town and upon the Green or} 
pain of being fined or otherwise punished at the discretion of thd 
acting “magistrate. Ordered that a publication be issued 
accordirfgly.§ 7 


At a Consultation the 24th July 1771 read a letter from the Clert 
of the Peace to the President, dated Bombay Town Hall, 23rd July 
1771: The grand jury have represented to His Majesty's Justices tha( 
thehighways within the town are become a public nuisance an 
rendered dangerous to passengers hy the owners of private building 
laying, large quantitics of stones in improper places.? Orderea 


rte 


* Secret and Pol, Diary 12 of 1771, 47. Public Diary 68 of 171, 750-751. 
s Public Diary 88 of 1Y71, 7450? ee Ne 
; Court to Bombay lst April 1772 para 40, Pub. Dep. Court’s L Vol Sof 1772-77, 32. 
Lotter from the Clerk of the Peace to the Prosident.and Council, Bombay Town Mall, 
bar cag ane bavi 57 of 1771, 67 - 68, 
om. Gov. Consultation, 2)st Jan. . Di 7 77), -65. 
Standmg Ord, Vol, 2 of 1750- 1788, bogie eee he one, ies . 
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i 
that a publication be issued by the Secretary, and any person acting 
‘contrary thereto, be Hable to such fne as the Bench of Justices 
jmay think proper to inflict.' 
At a Consultation the 16th April 1778 read the following letter 
fiom Mr. John *Watson, Superintendent, to the President and 
;Gounail, dated Bombay 29th March 1773: As I differ in opinion 
fiom the other members of the Committee of Defence who were 
a ppomted to take into consideration the garrison necessary for the 
works of this town and its fortifications, if it should be attacked, 
ind as I think thet the nunfber in the statement? I have the 
wonour now to lay before you is the lowest that can be estimated 
to give tolerable security to every part and oppose two attacks 
made by an active enemy, that I might be better able to point out 
any ideas on this very important subject I have considered the 
number of troops and military men necessary for each work 
dlistinetly with the nature of their duty and reliefs, The number 
‘differs much from that proposed by Colone) Campbell, and also 
rom that by Colonel Gordon to whose superior judgment in these 
natters I would ever pay the greatest deference, and hope that 
vhat I have here offered will not be considered as presumption in 
me but to proceed entirely from my duty and obedience to your 
‘commands. If an attack is made on the north front of Fort 
George, I presume it will be generally necessary to have one-third 
‘of the infantry in each of its works on the ramparts and in the 
covered way ready to fire upon the enemy and oblige them to 
make their approaches under cover, and that these shall be relieved 
every two hours or as the commanding officer shall think proper, 
which are twenty men in each work +o fire upon the enemy or 
assist the working of the artillery, whith will be found very 
fatiguing if a brisk fire is kept up. The men in the north front 
‘and in the Bazdér Gate and Prince’s Bastion are I think as few as 
can be put there for their defence, and to annoy the enemy. The 
‘number appointed for the Cumberland Ravelin,’ Banian» Bastion, 
and Hodges Ravelin, being supposed near one of the attacks, must 
‘have one-third of their infantry on constant duty ready to fire 
jupon the enemy’s approaches. I have increased the number in the 
‘Church Gate Ravelin as the redoubt and covered way re to be 
‘ supported from it, and to oppose the danger there may be of the 
enemy’s pushing in at that gate with our troops when an assault 
‘38 made on the covered way or redoubt. As only 400 men are 
. allowed for the covered way, the duty will be very severe tpon 
‘them, as at least 200 of them will be obliged to keep ‘up a constant 
fire to hinder or annoy the enemy in carrying on their, works, 
more particularly in the night when a constant fire must be kept 
up over that part of the Esplanade towards the enemy. 
I think the allotment for Works not attacked cannot be lessened 
as there are scarce more men appointed to them than are necessary 
for sentinels and their reliefs as in the night two sentinels should be 


1 Bum, Gov. Consultation, 24th July 1771, Pub. Diary 58 of 1771, 674, 
3 Scoret and Pobtiesl Diary, 14 of 1778, 16th April 1773, 44-50, 
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* 
tovether, which gives greater s¢curity as they will then be moik 
alert. The Dock Bastion, the line between the castle and thie, 
bandar, and the Méndvi Bastion have barely sufficient men to resist! 
any sudden assault that might be made or attempted on these part$ 
under cover of their shipping, or to assist in manning the baticiies: 
to the sca if fred on fiom the ships, whilst the enemy’s batteries 
are fired on (from) the places attacked (attached) to the aed 
The covered way being very severe aay: the troops should \bd 
relieved every twelve hours, and that by the troops appointed for! 
the Castle Guard, Mindvi Bandar Kine, and Dock Bastions, at fou 
several times, that is the rclief to be 100 men at a time, so that 
when one guard is replaced the otleer to wnarch. The guards fo: 
the gates and main guard are but barely sufficient for keepiny 
good order in the place and continual patrols for the works and 
streets. The statement given in by me 1s exclusive of officers, non; 
commissioned officers, drums, fifes, tom toms, and trumprts,’ 
The officers in the marine may be appointed to do duty in th 
artillery and make up the deficiency of officers in that corps. A.’ 
the life and spirit of the defence will depend greatly on having th. 
artillery presented to the attack well served for destroying th, 
enemy’s batteries and dismounting their cannon, I think thi} 
number appointed for that service are too few, nor can there he ¢ 
smaller number of European infantry as on them you must depen 
for the spirited defence of a work closely attacked, as well as. fot 
the vigour of sallies. Nor do I think a less number of troops oH 
make any tolerable opposition in our extensive numerous and ill, 
connected works. * Therefore if this garrison is thought unnecessary; 
of consequence our works age unnecessary, as it is supposed scarce” 
practicable for an European enemy to transport an army of twelve’ 
thousand men to this very distant part of the world, and our; 
garrison should amount to 12,267 fighting men, a very sufficient” 
number to oppose the landing of such an enemy. I would here 
beg leave to urg® the utility of re-establishing a militia, and having’ 
them trained as we must have numbers to make a tolerable face in! 
each work, nor ought the teaching them the manual exercise anc’, 
ferming*them into battalions upder proper officers be deferred. 


The foregoing subject leads me to consider the situation of the island, 
with the advantages that might be taken of and the disadvantages an’ 
enemy must undergo at landing. I will therefore suppose the French!’ 
should have the following army: 8000 European, 2000 Indian’ 
and 2000 K&fir infantyy, or in all 12,000 men and officers included 4 
end that they have a fleet consisting of 

2 Ships of 70 guns of 700 men each ss ose 7) es 1400 
8 ‘Ships of 60 guns of 600 men each wwe eee 4800 


2 Ships of 60 guns of 500 men each = wns eee wes 1000 

Total vee 7200 
2 Ships of 70 guns to carry 400 infantr wee arenes 800 
8 Ships of 60 guns to carry 300 iafanay vee eae 2400 
2 Ships of 50 guns to carry 200 infantry see tee 400 
2 Transport fiigates to carry 400 infantry nee ase 8400 


ach transport carrying 150 each as her complements, 4 3150 


Total 44, 15,150 
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12 Flat bottom boats to carry 120 men each .., vee poe 1440 
12 Launches to carry 100 meneach =... sas ue See 1200 
33 Burges to carry 30 men each oes She ees Sve 290 
45 Piuuaces to carry 20 men each wae ses vse ove 00 
33 Six-oated boats to carry 18 men each oe ext ce bet 
eae parses 
185 Total, Z Total ... 5124 


{ will suppose that they may have craft sufficient to make the first 
hebar kation, 6000 men, officers included, complete, and to bring with 
hem twelve pieces of field artillery and proportionable ammuni- 
ftion. The next thing to be considered is the coast of the island. 
Between Fort George and M4zgaon small fort, distance about two 
niles, is a good beach for boats to land at hich water; but the sea 
sso filled with rocks and shoals that no frigates can approach 
‘carer than one mile from the coast ; conscquently frigates can give 
» cover to the boats. Between Mézgaon small fort as far north as 
“undila (near the Frore reclamation), distance about one and a half 
tiles, the land is easy, and frigates may at high water in some 
kits approach near enough to the shore to fire grape and every- 
jhere to fire round shot. Between Cundila and Suri (Siwri), distance 
out one mile, is good landing at high water, but no frigates can 

* ", sq high up to give cover to the boats on account of the shallow- 
‘3s of the water, and the boats would be under the fire of Suri 
trt. No frigates can proceed higher up the bay. Between Suri 
ud Sion boats may land out of gun-shot from either place; the 

_ ad is low and muddy covered with brush and intersected with 
widy channels made by the water, and scarce passable but at low 
_ater, and even this inust be fatiguirfg to troops marching with 
-rtillery, and very inconvenient for formin® on. Between Sion and 
Wibin the landing is easy but boats must pass close to the forts 
under 2 heavy fire either way. Between Mahim and Warli the 
Handing is easy, but coming into the river by Warli they must pass 
funder a constant fire from that fort, and ,will suffer a distant ‘fre 
Vrom the forts of Warli and Méhim from their entrance into the 
viver to their landing ,in the bay which is very shallow, From 
;Warli to the Breach the coast is surrounded with sharp rgcks, and 
a heavy swell generally rolls on the coast which would render at 
‘dangerous to boats approaching in the calmest weather, and yery 
liffieult when the sea runs high as many of them must inevitably 
be destroyed, and the ammunition ruined if the troops should get safe 
‘m shore, Between the Breach and Malabér Point the, coast is much 
‘the same as between Warli and the Breach, consequently subject 
to the same difficulties to an enemy: Between Malabar Point and 
the Point of Old Woman's Island, though there is good landing all 
round, Back Bay is closed up with rocks so that nothing but boats 


can pass or repass on that béy, consequently troops landing can 


recerve no cover from shipping. As regards Old Woman’s Island, the 
only remaining part of the coast, the south-east side is easily accessible 
under cover of their ships, their men and stores may there be landed 
with little difficulty, and you cannot give them much opposition. 
Although I am yery sensible of my jnexperience in treating on 
wilitary spbjects, I will here beg leave with due submission to offer 
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my scntiments how everywhere except at O]d Woman’s Island, which 
is under cover of all their ships, an enemy may be greatly impeded! 
if not totally frustrated in forcing a landing. The next place conve- 
nient for landing is between Mézgaon house and Suri Bay a:, 
their frigates may there come within a milesof the shore fo, 
disembarking the troops. 1 have observed that within high water, 
mark amongst the rocks and mud es Bl trees grow in sevcrai 
parts, and where they grow boats cannot approach the shore at high 
water ; and as their roots are interwoven with each other, footme‘, 
would find the greatest difficulty t6 scramble through them at loy, 
water. Such a plantation on this part of the island betweer 
Manekji’s Hill and Suri, which is about three miles, would in 4 fev 
years prove an inaccessible barrier, and other means might be trie 
on the shore to render Janding still more difficult. Troops Jand, 
between Suri and Sion will be at least three miles from their shiy 
ping, so that the first division must remain at least an hour : : 
shore without any succour %r relief, in which time they might 4: 
attacked labouring under every disadvantage. This low grou 
might also be made very difficult by planting more mangroves ai 
widening or deepening the creeks with which it is intersected. A _ 
this, I presume, may be done at a very small expense; by suf 
means as these you will confine the enemy to certain places { 
landing,and those not free from great difficulties. ‘ 


I will beg leave to suppose that our force consists of 1h 
Europeans, two thousand sepoys, three hundred artillery and thi! 
thousand militia, eand three hundred seamen and five hundr' ; 
lasears. Each of our forts to have 20 Europeans 50 sepoys at 
100 militia, and the upper forts in proportion, the whole + 
amount to 100 Europeans, three hundred sepoys, and five hundre. 
mulitia to be as scouts all round the island to give information o; 
the enemy’s motions. The town to be guarded by the seamen, on’, 
hundred artillery, five hundred militia, and two hundred lasears., { 


A camp might be itrmed about Byculla consisting of Eurq 
peans 1400, sepoys 1700, mulitia 1000, artillery 150, and lascar': 
300, total 4550 with 30 pieces of field artillery, This encampment 
will be ready to march on the*least warning, being nearly ccntra 
to meet any enemy before they can be well formed, while they ar¢ 
scantily furnished with every necessary and not recovered frot 
the fatigues of the voyage. Whereas this body of troops are fresh 
furnished with everything necessary, aided by a numerous artullery 
and reinforeed every moment by troops from the other part; 
distant from where the enemy may land. This body can march t¢ 
the mést distant part of the island in a little more than an hour’s 
time. Under these circumstances I presume they are capable to beat 
the number thus supposed the enemy can land as they can meet 
them almost at setting their fect on shore, Should you be apprised 
of their approach you will then doubtless have a larger body of 
troops entertained, and should the garrison be complete, you will Le 
able to check, if not destroy, their whole body coming on shove. 
Should the enemy be defeated in forcing a landing on this island, 
and land their army on Old Woman’s Island which they may do in 
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ty, yet lines and intrenchments may be formed to occupy 
hdham’s Point, the most distant part of which is but six hundied 
lis from your works, To get‘possession of this ground will cost 
enemy a great number of lives, and as it does not furnish space 
lover a strong’or large body of nien, and is impossible to be 
poured from Old Woman’s Island at high water, they may be 
sacked to the greatest advantage. If they draw up out of their 
iches, they are exposed to a heavy fire of grape from the artillery 
the walls, and must be cutoff; nor can they escape but by 
yoning, 

‘he duty I owe to my superiors’ commands, joined to my 
ichment to the interests of my Honourable Employers, have 
sailed over that diffidence that I have of my abilities and 
‘wledge in these matters and engaged me to offer my sentiments 
varticularly on this subject. 1 wish they may be of any service 
ads the safety of the town and islangl, and beg leave to submut 
‘whole to your remarks and consideration.+ 


“he followmg are details of the garrison proposed for the defence 
3ombay and its outworks : 


Proposed Bombay War Garrison, 1773. 
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and Bander. Piers, Fad 
men, an 

_ eact Bate pi on 
Ay eutiti eae 

Castis . eid ‘ 

Cremaiiiere Work to the 
North of the Castle. 
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Cavull stion an 
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g Of what Troops 3 JE a 4 _|Nombcrof ench 
they areto | Qu/86 a3} Class in each 
>. consist. < Ae te work tor guna, 
25 521.38 ge 
33 P3182 & 
continued, Pe $13 §3 
‘ bg > Laise 2a} 
: 34| BdZS 32! 3 
ae ies ails 
&4 Ha aal $8) 
& im [A & |< 


vernorsGaard *, ..{ 40! 2u! 
alow See Meh Sat et 


rspital . es er ve 
dards on Stores 100) 10 - 
sburateries & Magazimes, 4 ‘ ows: 
atrsing shot, shells aud| 
.bbores ’ i . 


Total . | 514 156 
the Defence againet tho} 
vst Attaok . G35 120} 175; 60 
fo do nd do, | 1100) 242) 484) 874] 76 
tds for Works not) 
Jjtacked . . «+ 830; 164 962) 3804} 29 
Total 2063} 682) 1207) 989/154 


Three Rehots ROME} 2046! 39911 267! Two 'Reli cfs GHOHNS! 354 1284) 


kxctusive of ofhcers non-commuissiwned officers drums fifes tom toms and trumpets. Under the 
‘ Athuch the details entered do not give the total shown aud consequently some figures seem probably 
atted in the original record against one or both of the items, namely. Laborstories and Mayszines, 
” Carrying shot ahells and storeg 


we foe 36.) 
579) 
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Captams . ae ae 
Lieutenants . oe 

Ensigna ” on 

Aurjeants 7 oe a 
Corporals « ” 
Fifes and Drums .. os 

Gaisies Sepoys 5 Batrakone of 8 Compames. 
Bubilterns on * o 
Serjuante oe . wee 
Subbedars oe . . 
Jamaéidira on 

Has aldars eee oon 

Nuhs we S 
Tom-toms, Trampets 


Captains o 
Sutalterns . ce oe 
Scrjcants . ~ oe 
Corperals we 


Captards . ow ° 
Subalterns an ow oo 
Berfcanuts 

Sabledara 
Jama lars 
Havéldara 
Natks . . - 
Trumpets, Tom-toms os 18 


KAmétis and Labourers . . 
Osrprnters ry . ne 
Smiths ° ~ € . 
Cooks: for 6459 men 4 cook to 60 men , 

For 5) yoke of oxen on . 
Artilerymen - . oe 
Scameon “ on oe 
Soldiers on or 
‘Lasears tee ane oo 
Infantry ’ Cs ae 
f& poys ow oes Pra 
Silt . “ . 
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As these totals are'exelusive of inhabitants, surgeons, attendai, 
in the hospitals, women, and officers’ servants you may just 
estimate the whole number at 20,000 persons, } 


fe 


The following details give the quantity of stores necesss: 
for 125 guns presented to the two attacks supposing 25 guns 
24-pounders, 40 guns of 18-pounders, 50 guns of 12-pounders, ,'' 
allowing each gun to be fired twenty times in 24 hours and one-t 
of the weight of the shot for the allowance of powder, the § 
to continue six weeks or forty-two days: ie 


Abstract of Stores required, 1773. 


Round 
Shot, Shot, 


25 Guns 24epounders.., ae aes} os 21,000 
Grape shot . oe . 1060 ooo 
60 Guns 18-pounders on ae ave 42,000 

Grape shot at ” ‘ 2100 oe 
50 Guns 12 pounders . oe : 42, 
Grape shot i ne 2100 pe 


In the Bitter ent works not attacked, 29 guns! 
are manned ready for service. Suppoge 
them to fire twice each day 28 some may! 
not be fired,others may be fired oftener par- 
ticularly towards the sea where shipping’ 
and boats may come suppose 20 of them to 
be 24-pounders and 9 to be 18 pounders; 

20 Guns 24-poundeis.-. ave . 


26,880 


9 Do 18 dow i 4636 
For Mortars 
1000 13-inch shells @ 16 ibs, each shell, 16,000 
100010 do do, 10 do : 10,000 
2000 8 do. do 6 do, os = 12,000 
400 Royals and Cohorns, 14 do. = oe GoM) 
For the Musquetry . . A ee : 60,400 
For wall piece’ and small artille:y from the} 
covered ways . oan oe 10,000 
For men off duty aud guards on other parts} 
of the works . ae so] . on 12,00 
3 For mines and fireworks ae’ ae ors ae 16,000 
For three davs’ service left when the gai-! 
Tison capitulates . a < pee on 85,800 
For waste and acadents c eal 41,826 
Total 5250 109,116 991,742 


Lead necessary for sm&ll arms, two pounds of lead to one pou) 
of powder gives 67,900 pounds of lead. 


*Estimate of provisions far the garrison according to 


accompanying ‘establishment, that is 4000 Europeans and 10,7' 
natives. Allowance for one European: ' 


Beef one lh, willbe . ‘ os 168,000 
Bread” dq oe one toe 168,000 
Rice do, ee ny zi 168,000 
Ghy two ounce? ae 7 7 21,000 
Fish half a pound tee 4. ton 84,000 : 
Arrack 3 pint vee 1s sad 5250 ) Gallona , 
Extra allowance win eee 2625 { 9875 4 


For 10,776 natives, allowance for es i i “ 
gh, } Ib.'fish, } Tb. flesh : @ for each man, 1] rice, { dal, 2 o, 


‘ 


ie Tbs. F vy 565,640 Onions 1 oz, per mah a day 40,000 
a wey vow = 839,444 Garhe ase rN 5000 
oe : tay ee 56,616 Ginger oe tee 5000 
Fish on i pen Gate ous sea 50U0 | 
wee w tora (that is cdentro 2 
The wood for 26,000 men 2 : ‘or 
re hina en or coriander) aie 5000 


a. 1,260,000 Cumm seed .., mee 5000 
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ae above letter and two accompanying papers beidig read, the 
ple Board agreed in order that the information they contained 
Vhs he kept secret, that they should be entered in the chary of 
,Comunttee. The Committee therefore ordered that they should 
sutered in thiseplace.’ 


4 their letter of Ist April 177Zthe Court write: As the obtain- 
a competent knowledge of the seas between the Maldives and 
lagascar would be attended with great benefit, and as many of 
[vessels belonging to our marine at Bombay he m harbour dur- 
the ramy season, we therefore direct as the means of employmg 
to advantage and of contmbuting to the health and improve. 
ab of the people that when their services may not be otherwise 
\d for you send some of the Company’s vessels and ketches to 
‘ore those seas for the improvementof navigationand the correction 
he charts now inuse. An able draughtsman or two must also 
‘ent on such surveys and examinations to communicate the result 
lheir observations. To assist the perdons who may be employed on 
' 

service we enclose the copy of a papertately dehvered to us 
Mr, Alexander Dalrymple containing his sentiments concerning 
_ 1 measures which ought to be pursued the first year of proceeding 
* this undertaking together with such remarks-as have been made 

{ different navigators passing through these seas," 


{On the same subject three years later the Court write {12th April 
75): In our letter of the 1st April 1772 we gave directions for 
‘ploying some of our vessels in exploring the navigation of the 
js between the Maldives and Madagascar. Upon tls subject we 
ive no other information than what you advise usin your letter 
ted the 28rd November 1772, Thisis by no means satisfactory 
us ag no mention is made whether you intended to pursue the 
asure, We therefore require you if you shall bave declined it to 
‘sume the same and transmit us charts of all discoveries which 
y be made, together with copies of the journals of tha vessels 
hich shall be employed on that service’ ° 
In their letter of 11th February 1774 the Court write to the 
smbay Government; In consequence of your neglect to take from 
r. Cooper who came home passenger on the Gedfrey the bond 
directed in the 83rd para of the general letter to Bombay of the 31st 
March 1769, to prevent black servants who come to England from 
being chargeable to the Company, Manuel Fernandez, a native of India, 
who attended the above Mr. Cooper on some dispute with his master 
complained toa magistrate that he was a slave and dn such Tepre- 


sentation was by the magistrate made free. Mr. Cooper immediately - 


dismissed Manuel arid the poor man being reduced to the greatest 
distress applied tous for rehef and is now returned on one of the 
Bombay ships at the Compary’s expense. As the required bond 
was neglected ta be taken of Mr. Cooper, the Company were nofi 


pc 
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* Court to Bombay Ist’ April 1772 para 9, Pub, Dep. Court's L. Val, 9 of 1772-1777, 
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authorised t) make any demands on- Mr. Cooper for the chatge, 
Manuol’s return, especially as a fresh difficulty arose from the circ: 
tance of his being made free. To avoid every future inconvenie: 
of thie sort, we direct that you be particularly attentive to t 
orders before mentioned whether the persons attending passen/ 
come under the denomination of black-servants or that of slavess 
to make an additional clause that the fact of any slave being m, 
free on his arrival in England shall nobexempt his master from? 
expense of the servant’s return to India.! i 


At a Consultation the 26th Aprili774, as the time was approa 
ing for sending a convoy from Bombay to protect the trade 
the Persian Gulf to Basra, thee Bombay Government resol, 
that the Success and Fox ketches be destmed for this ser? 
and that they must accordingly be got ready as soon as possible. ' 
it will be very usefal to have an exact survey of the little known ¢ 
shore of the-Gulffrom the mouth of Basra river to Cape Mussena, 
they resolved that the Agenttand Council be directed to despatch th 
vessels on this service immediately after their arrival at Ba 
Further resolved that persons skilled in this business proceed in tl, 
vessels and when the survey is completed return to Bombay? * 


In a letter of the 6th December 1774 the Court lay down the fi. 
lowing rates of convoy duty: Our resolution of the 4th May 17% 
ordered that no lieutenant m command of any vesselin the marij 
be permitted to collect convoy money. This was intended to put 
stop to that avidity of gain which appeared among the mari 
heutenants who ia several instances had actually sacrificed t, 
public service to their own emolument. As we have reason to cot 
clude that the settlement of this matter upon another footing w, 
be attended with benefit "to trade and advantage to the service, tl! 
following regulations are established respecting the rates to f 
paid for convoys. 


} 
That the captaéns of all cruizers proceeding either to or from Sur 
or to the southward of Bombay shall as hitherto be entitled to t. 
money collected from all boats or vessels proceeding under the 
convoy provided they do not collect more than the undermentiong 
established rates, That the toney collected for convoy bya 
heutenants in command of galivats or other vessels whether belong- 
ing tothe Bombay or Surat establishment proceeding to Surat must 
immediately after their arrival be paid to the purser of the marine 
at Surat, who at the close of each season must remit the amount to 
the superintendent in*‘Bombay with the accounts of it, That the 
money collected by lieutenauts in* command of galivats or other 
vessels*whether belonging to the Bombay or Surat establishment 
proceeding from Surat to Bombay must be paid to the Bombay 
superintendent immediately after their arrival. That at the close of 
the season the superintendent divide the convoy money so collected 
between the commodore and the several captains in the marine, the 
commodore to receive two shares, and all the captains one share 
ee 


' ena to Bombay 11th Feb. 1774 para 27, Pub Dep, Conrt’s L, Vol, 9 of 1772 
777, 128, * Bom, Gov, Consultation 26th April 1774, Pub. Diary 63 of 1774, 340. 
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1, That all convoy money collected by lieutenants in command 
falivats or other vessels proceeding from Bombay to the south- 
dare on their return to be paid to the Bombay superintendent im- 
nately after their arrival bere, who on the close of each season, 
put regard to rank shall dinde the same in equal shares be- 
n the heutenants in the marine belonging to the Bambay station 
have been in command of galivats during the season; or in 
yortion for the time they have been in command unless they shall 
fg been displaced for any improper behaviour, in which case they 
{to receive no proportion Whatever, That the undermentioned 
ys established for convoy in the year 1767 shall never on any 
tence be exceeded, Any ter convicted of exacting more than 
awed by those rates or who shall conceal any part of what he may 
ylally bave collected shall be punished as guilty of a breach of 


ers by absolute dismissal from the service of the Honourable 
iapany. 


4 (1) Convoy rates hetween Sarat and Bémbay : Rs qrs 
q A topsail vessel or batela cae see ow. 12 2 
4 A shibar between 200 and 800 khandis aoe we 10 2 
\ Do from 100 to 200 Ahandis cs -. «=©7 
Do of 100 or under oon ae . 5 2 

(2) Convoy rates from Surat to Cambay : 

. A topsail vessel or datela eas tee w 8 2 
N A shibar between 200 and 300 khandis we «62 OQ 
Do. from 100 to 2U0 khandis nee vice G2 
Do of 100 o1 under - an 4 2 


Yor all topsail boats or batelds proceeding southwards convoy 
\ey may be collected agreeable to and not mére than the forego- 
rates between Bombay and Surat, and for all topsail boats or 
‘lds returning from the south convoy money may be collected 
er the rate of one quarter of a rapee for every Ahandi agreeable to 
3 number of Ahandis specified in their pass. No convoy may on 
y pretence be afforded to any boat or vessel unless it is furnished 
jh an English pass and colours, 
At aConsultation, the 28th November 1774, the President acquaints 
& Select Committee that he has called this meeting to lay before 
em a letter dated the 31st October, received yesterday Yrom Mr. 
ybert Henshaw who at present resides at Goa. Mr. Henshaw’s 
_ ater gives an account of the wilitary and marine force latcly 
arrived at Goa from Portugal, and of the intention of the Portu- 
guese speedily to attempt the recovery of the dominions they 
formerly possessed to the northward of Bombay and particularly 
of the island of Sdlsette and Bassein. This letter Being read and 
taken under consideration; it is observed that there appears no 
doubt of the Portuguese intentions against the island o: Balsctte, 
and as surely as they attempt the conquest of that island with 
their present force, so surely they will gain the possession of it. 
This event will not only put it out of our power ever to acquire 
its possession for the Honourable Company who have so frequently 


a 
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expresseil their ardent wish to obtain it, but will also’ be atten’, 
with infinite prejudice: to the trade and interest of the Honoury’; 
Company at Bombay by reducing’ their customs and revenues: 
a very great degree, as by the possession of Sdlsette the Portug’ - 
will become masters of all the passes inland and vill consequ¢ 
be able, as they were formerly so prone on every occasion t 
to obstruct our trade and to lay whatever impositions they p} 
upon it, We therefore think it becomés our undoubted duty. 
taking it ourselves without the’ least delay to prevent Séla 
falling into Portuguese hands. It is 8bserved that a more favouri 
opportunity than the present will probably never again offer, 
by the divisions in the Maritha. gqvernment that empire is r, 
without a head, and it-will be out-of the power of either party: 
send any effectual force to- obstruct our proceedings. The Pr¢ 
dent hereupon acquaints the committee that agreeable to tl, 
recommendation in March last, he has continued to tempor, 
with the people who madeeproposals to him for the delivery, 
S4lsette into our hands; that they have since been frequently v4 
pressing with him on the subject, and that they are now e valy 4 
sirous as before of giving up the island to the Honourable Compaé 
Taking all these circunistances under consideration, together w 
the negotiation now depending with Rdghoba as well as 
situation of Mr, Mostyn at Poona who is within the power of ‘. 
ministerial party, the Committee are ununimously of opirt’ 
that it is a duty highly incumbent on them to prevent the Pov ' 
guese attaining the possession of the island of Sdlsette by gain" 
possession of it for the Honourable Company. It is there: | 
resolved that we at once close with the offers for giving 2t up | ' 
that we pursue the speediest means in our powcr to gain the isli 
by sending’ a’ body of forces in the manner that may be agré, 
on between the President and the persons who have treated w! 
him for that- purpose. The President is accordingly desired » 
empowered to close immediately on the most moderate ter’ 
he can obtain with the persons who have been treating with h; 
for the delivery of Sdlsette, and every other preparation must 
coasequetice be made for effecting this desirable end. In ord 
that this* proceeding" may not affect the negotiation dependi# ' 
with Raghoba, Mr, Gambier must. be apprised of our intentio! 
and directed to assure Righoba that if he will not be induced to cede 
the island of Sdlsetie to the Company; on his granting us what we 
mayesteem an equivalent for’ it and paying the expenses we shall 
ineur by it, we will give it up to him whenever he may be in 
full possession of the Mardétha Empire, our only intention at this 
time being to prevent Silsette falling into the hands of the Portu- 
guese which from the presentsituation of Mardtha affairs most uo- 
doubtedly would shortly be the case, tinless we pursue the necessary 
measures to prevent it. Myr. Mostyn must also be advised of our’ 
intention and the motives that have impelled us. As we hope 
this step will not be the means of breaking that good understand; 
ing” which has till row’ siibsisted” with the ministry at Poona, 
we wish him:to continue there and to endeavour to reconcile the 
ministry to the measures we are pursuing, giving them the same 
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assurances ia case they prevail in their contest with Righoba, Chapter I. 
as we have directed Mr, Gambier to give to Raghoba. Should History. 


\Lx. Mostyn on being acquainted with our intentions be convineed 

he ean no longer remam at Poona with safety to his person, wo = + Prd tpall 
7 . 2 A pt to 

pumit him to cdme away. At the same time we much hope retake Salsetto, 

this will not be the case, as we think his continuing at Poona 1774. 

will be the means of reconcjling the ministry to the measure and 

serve to convince them of the sincerity of our professions. We 

deem it necessary here toremark that we have not yet heard of 

the arrival at Bengal of such of the Council lately appointed 

by Act of Parliament as were to proceed from England, and 

consequently we are not restricted by that from undertaking this 

affair, Even had we heard of their arrival in the form presented 

by the Act of Parliament we must think the necessity of executing 

this measure without delay as well as its entire agreement with the 

repeated orders of the Honourable the Court of Directors, would 

fully authorize us undertaking it withodt waiting for the permis- 

sion of the Governor General and Council. 


As we shall probably be in want of some additional force at 
the Presidency in case the matters now on foot should be exe- 
cuted, it is agreed to embrace this opportunity of reducing the 
garrisons of Tellicherry and Anjengo. It is therefore resolved 
that from henceforward the military force at Anjengo shall 
consist of only one subaltern officer (who for the present is to be 
Lieutenant Brownrig) with three serjeants, three corporals, one 
drummer and 36 private topasses of -the infemtry, with one 
Lombardicr two gunners and two matrosses of artillery. The 
remainder must be sent hither by the first opportunity. Except 
ten privates the whole company of Europeans with their officers 
now doing duty at Tellicherry, must be withdrawn and sent here 
as sogn as possible, and the future garrison of that place must 
Le entisidered as complete without them. Letters to the Chief's 
of Tellicherry and Anjengo must be prepared to apprise them of 
our resolution. Letters must also be writtén to Mr, Gambier 
and to Mr. Mostyn agreeable to our foregoing minutes. The letter 
to Mr. Mostyn must not be forwarded till matters are so far 
alvanced as to put it out of the power of the ministry in any 
degree to obstruct our views in case Mr, Mostyn should communi- 
cate our intentions tothem. At the same time, in case he should 
deem it absolutely necessary, he must be able to come away 
Ue fore the affair becomes publie.4 

A Consultation of the Select Committee, the 9th December 1774, Epadition 
records: In consequence of directions sent him by the President gist Théua, 
to quit Poona as speedily as possible, Mr. Thomas Mostyn arriv- [atts 
ed here this morning. Ie accordingly now takes his seat at this 
committee in his standing and being made acquainted with the 
several minutes and resolutions regarding Raghoba and Sialsctte, 
declares he entirely approves the whole of our procecdings, He 
so far confirms the Goa news respecting the intentions of the 
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Portuguese as to assure us that it was publicly reported at Poona 
that the Portuguese were making very considerable warhke pre- 
parations and it was generally concluded their designs were against 
Salsette and their former coast possessions. The President acquaints 
the committee that not till yesterday was he able to see the person 
who before made proposals tor the delivery of Sélsette to the Com- 
pany; that he then had much convergation with him; but that he 
now excuses himself from delivering the island representing that 
owing to the reports of the designs of the Portuguese against falsette, 
a reinforcement of 500 men, lately seot from Poona, has arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Thana, Mr. Mostyn declares that to his knowledge 
such a reinforcement was sent frem Poona before he left. As by 
this disappointanent there is no reason to expect that the fort of 
Thdna, will be delivered after an inconsiderable resistance the 
question remains should our forces still proceed against it? On 
mature dehberation it is observed that though we may not gain 
Thdna so easily as we attfirst hoped yet, as it was our duty then 
to attempt it, it is still equally our duty to prevent it falling into 
the hands of the Portuguese, Even though we may experience 
rather more difficulty than we at first hoped we are still of 
opinion that the force which will be sent will be fully, equal to 
conquer-Sdlsette. The committice therefore unanimously resolved 
that to obtain possession of Sdlsette at this juncture is a matter 
very essential to the interest of our Employers and that the forces 
designed for this service do accordingly proceed with the utmost 
expedition. My. Mostyn being asked, delivers it as his ppinion 
that though on being acquainted with our motives for this pro- 
ceeding the ministry at Peona may not be satisfied with them, yet 
he is convinced in tht present situation of their affairs it}is not 
in their power to prevent our designs. He believes in timé they 
may be reconciled to the measure as they must be clearly convinced 
that in their present situation it is out of their power to prevent 
the PortugueSe taking Sdlsette. As soon as our forces leave 
Bombay, so that our designs can be no longer concealed, the Presi- 
dent will write suitable letters to Réghoba and to the ministry 


‘on thi8 subject. The situation of Thana, the capital fort where 


our fofces must first proceed, is such as will not admit our vessels 
to approach it. Consequently the forces that do not go by land, 
must proceed in boats or very small vessels. Though there can 
be no marine command equal to the rank of our superintendent, 
yet we much wish that Mr. Watson was employed on this expedi- 
tion as we’are perfectly satisfied from his approved good services 
on many similar occasions that his presence will very much con 
tribute towards success. His knowledge of the country peopk 
and the confidence they have in him, is an additional motive fo 
us to wish that he may be on the’spot, as we are satisfied that hi 
advice will be of the greatest use to the commanding militar 
officer. Upon this Mr. Watson assures the committce that provid 
ed he is put on a proper footing he will very readily proceed, fo 
he has nothing more at heart than to render his Employers ever. 
Service in his power. The Committee therefore resolve that Ms 
Watson shall proceed on this service, that our ingtructions b 
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aldressed to the Brigadier General and himself jointly; that they 
be directed to consult a : co-operate with each other in respect to 
a'l their proceedings designs, the executive part resting with 
each iu his own department.’ The Brigadier General is then called 
in, takes his seat, «and fis aequainted with our resolutions of this 
day that Mr. Watson is to proceed oman equal footing with him. 
In this the General eoncurs. As it will bo necessary to conciliate 
the minds of the InhaWitants’to our government, placards must. be 
disperse as widely as possible after our forces are landed, assuring 
cil the inhabitants of our proftction and that their properties 
shall be secured to oe provided they do not appear in arms 
against us and strict/orders mugt be given to prevent our forces 
fiom plundering. BAtta to the offieers will be allowed to com- 
uence (agreeable to the custom at. Madras) two days before they 
set out and to contifhue tilt two days after they return ; provisions 
as always customary will be,allowed tothe people. In considera- 
ton of our prohibiting anyjkind of plynder it is agreed on this 
service being accomplished to allow the forces military and 
raaiine the sum of Rs, 50,000 a3 a donation or gratuity to be 
divided in the proportions hitherto customary. 


As we are of ¢pinion if the Portuguese fleet appear in sight 
we cannot proceed in this business, itis necessary to set forward 
with the utmost: expedition. The proper measures for proceeding 
are now talked, over and concerted, and it is resolved that the 
forees shall set out on Monday next immediately after the 
Gov ernor's-t6mmission is published. A part of them are to march 
by tad and the remainder to proceed with the stores in boats 
Ad vessels provided for that purpose.e The Seerctary is ordered 
~0 prepare instructions for the General and Mr. Watsou.! 


Three days later (12th December 1774) at a Consultation of the 
Board the President, with the concurrence of the other members of 
the Select Committee, acquaints the Board with the proceedings 
relative to the intended design against the island of Sdlsetté. The 
motives of the committee are explained to the Board, and the 

apers with their minutes respecting this affair are read,and the 

oard are informed that the forces ¢ntended for this seryice aré 
teady to proceed. The orders of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, dated the 4th of April 1769, constituting the Select 
Committee and showing their powers are also read, together with 
the 42nd and 43rd paragraphs of the Company’s commands of 31st of 
March 1769. The President then requeststhe concurrence of theother 
members in this undertaking, which is so much for the interest of 
the Honourable Company and so agreeable to their repeatedsorders 
on the subject. Messrs. Fletcher and Garden hereupon desire it 
may be minuted that as they are not members of the Select 
Committee- and have not an opportunity of inspecting the country 
correspoadence, they are not ey acquainted with the policy 
of the Mardtha government to be enabled properly to judge of the 


pr>priety or impropriety of the resolutions that have been taken, 


1 Seerct and Political Diary 15 of 1774, 208-213. * 
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han 220 yards, has determined them td accept of the terms, a copy 
‘of which I now do myself the honour to enclose you, and hope they 
will prove satisfactory. : 

The terms were: I Thomas Keating, Lieutenant-Colonel and 
Nommanding Officer of a body of the Honourable Company’s forces 
nw before the fort of Vesiva, do promise and agree that upon the 
surrender of the said fort for the use of my Honourable Mastors, 
that the officers and inhabitants in the said fort shall enjoy whatever 
privaté property of their own is now in the fort or town; that they 
shall ble permitted to stay im the villages adjacent or retire elsewhere 
provided they do not molest in any degree any inhabitants under 
the prottction of the Honourable Company. Also that they shall 
have ten ishing boats to carry away themselves and their real 
property, \And lastly, it is faithfully promised that the killeddr and 
all others shall furnish to Lieutenant-Colonel Keating a just and true 
account of whatsoever is belonging to the Maratha government 
mow under thei eare or charge, and deliver the same to such persons 
as he shall appoint for that purpose. Done before Veséva this 
25th day of December 1774. 


On the 26th Decenyber, except such part as was left to garrison 
the fort at Vesdva, the wholé detachment commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Keating returned to Bombay! 


Of the attack and capture of Thd4na fort General Gordon for- 
warded the following details on the 28th December: Immediately 
on getting possession of the fort, I despatched Captain McLellan 
that you might have the earliest intelligence of ic and to him I 
refer you for the particulars of the assault commanded . by Colonel 
Cockbum where both officers and men behaved with the udémost 
spirit. Upon the enemy's evactiating the fort Captain Farrer with 
his party made an attempt to get possession of the galivats but 
they were almost swamped and could not get near them. The 
slaughter was very great, Anantrao and above 200 people are 
prisoners. I am quite at aloss what to do with them. I ain 
therefore to sequest your Honour and the Board’s directions on 
that head. We also got immediate’ possession of the two forts to 
the northward where our colours are now flyiag. You may well 
Suppose the confusion such a scene creates so as sufficiently to 
apologise for the incorrectnesg of this letter.$ 


On receipt of thé above letter the Board signed and despatched 
(29th December 1774) by special messenger a letter to the Bri- 
Ma Ae eae ode Ng 

1 Pub, Diary 66 of 1774, 909-910 ; Foriest’s Mardtha Series, I Pt. I. 183-184 
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rezulations were read to the forees and after a Consultation of the 
whole Board held this day (12th December 1774), when the other 
members were acquainted with our designs against Salsette, that 
part of the forces intended to proceed by land to Théna marched 
off tle parade to Sion. The remainder this evening embarked 
on boaid vessels and boats provided for the purpose. The 
Brizadicr General proceeded with the party that marched by land, 
and Mr. Watson embarked in one of the vessels proceeding by 
water, 


Previous to the departure of Brigadier General Gordon and of 
Mr Juhn Watson the following joint instructions were signed and 
dehvered to each of these gentlemen Having for many reasons 
determined to endeavour at obtaining the possession of the island 
of Salsette for our Honourable Employers, we now detach such a 
military and marine force under your command as has been 
deemed equal to the capture of that island. As we make no doubt 
that your united efforts will be excrted on this occasion as well for 
your own honour as for the public good, we have the strongest 
hopes that you will speedily become masters of the fort of Thana 
whither you are first of all to proceed. We shall rely on your 
executing this service with all possible despatch. You are jointly 
to concert every necessary operation for effecting it; but the 
execution of the measures so concerted is to rest with each of you 
in your respective departments, Immediately on your landing on 
the island you are to cause the inhabitants to be assured in the 
most public and effectual manner that the lives of the whole and 
the properties of all those who will readily submit themselves to 
the Company and become their subjects shall be effectually secured 
to them. To convince the inhabitants of the sincerity of this profes- 
sion 1 is our positive order that, as well in the march to Thana as 
when the forces are before the town and afterwards, you take the 
most effectual means to prevent the soldiers from plundering. 
Plundermg must also be prevented even at the tine the place falls 
into your hands, for it is solely from our thoderation in this respect 
and from conciliating the inhabitants to the measure we are 
pursuing and to our Government that we can hope the Company 
will reap lasting advantages from this acquisition, *Previous 
to commencing hostilities against the fort of Thana, you are to 
summon the commander to surrender it to the Company assuring 
him that our intention in sending this force is to prevent its being 
taken from his masters by other hands. Jf notwithstanding ethis 
representation the commander refuses to give-up the fort 
you are then to exert the force’now entrusted to your command to 
obtain Thana, as well as every other post on the island. In 
consideration of our forbidding all plunder of any kind even on the 
capture of 'Thdna or of any otA&er place, we have agreed to allow 
a gratuity of Is. 50,000 to the forces engaged on this expedition as 
well military as marine. After the service is accomplished this 
spm will be divided in the manner that has hitherto been usual on 
such occasions. Asa further encouragement to the troops, they 
will be allowed provisions by the Company so long as the service 
may contjuue, The officers will be allowed batta to commence two 
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days before they set off and batta will be continued to them ti 
their return, except to those who may be left to garrison tk 
necessary posts on the island, After you have acquired possessic 
of Thana, you are to detach a sufficient part of the force now pt 
under your command ta reduce the fort of Vesdva, the battery | 
Dharévi at the entrance of Bassein river, and any other - stron; 
hold that may not, be directly delivered up. Do not fail to sen 
us immediate advice of every interesting’ oceurrence and we sha 
give you further orders as circumstances may require. «Yor 
letters must be addressed to the Sele®t Committee and not to tl 
Board at large. We permit you to keep, a table at the expense ( 
the Company for yourselves and such persons as you both choo 
to admit to it, relying on your doing it with the utmost frugality 

Enclosed is a commission empowering the Brigadier Gencral | 
appoint General Courts Martial as he may think necessary, | 
which Mr. Edmund Veale Lane must officiate as Judge Advocale 
a warrant empowering him ¢o do so is enclosed. Mr. Crawin 
Bruce is to officiate as Commissary of stores and provisions W 
wish you every success in this expedition. 


The Consultation of the whole Board, of the same date 12: 
December 1774, continues: By 10 o’clock this morning that pait of | 
military force intended to proceed by land to Théna marched out 
town commanded by Brigadier General Gordon, At 7 rw t 
remainder of the military force intended to proceed to Thana embark 
on board sundry boats and proceeded with the following vessels a 
galivats to Thaénay Zerrible bomb, (commander) Adam Shirl 
Triumph prahm, Jno. Hall; Shy cutter, Samuel Mardy; ti 
galivat, Thomas Buncombe; Greyhound galivat, Lieut. Borluc 
Lively’s Prize galivat, Nathaniel Smith; Fly galivat, Skinner; a 
Wolf galivat, Brice Hardy. John Watson, Esquire, Superintende 
embarked on one of the above vessels and proceeded as Commander 
the marine force tg Théna with instructions to the Brigadier Gent 
and himself te consult and+co-operate with each for the good of 
service. At the same time sailed out of port the Bombay grab, Geo 
Emptage, to cruise? 


Four ddys later: (16th December 1774) at a Consultation 1 
translation of a letter of the same date from the commander of 
Portuguese ships now lying off the harbour to the Governor 
Council of Bombay: Notwithstanding the most illustiious 
excellent Senhor Dom Jgze Padre da Camara, Governor and Cap 
General of the State of India, supposing that the British nation 
regulate all their operations in Asia according to the good harn 
alliance and amity that reciprocally subsists between thore 
nations, yet by’ the obligations of the employ in which he is, 
from some events that are diametricdlly opposite thereto, the 
Captain General ordered nie that I should, on his part and in his n: 


ace Committee’s Consultation, 12th Dec. 1174, Secret and Pol, Diary 15 of 
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protest to your Hon- r against whatever proceedings, contract, 
expedition, and whatever other negotiation and re you may 
intend on the country which is on this coast of Hindustdn, situated 
from Chaul to Daman; umting to this protest all others which his 
predecessors have made on the sanfe subject; making an especial 
mention ofeach of them, more particularly that which the Viceroy and 
Captam General Conde da Ega sent to the Council of Bombay ; 
reeollecting this present protest of all the clauses therein contamed ; 
chargmg your Ifonour with your being responsible for all that you 
will dehberate agamst the preset protest and others that are herein 
mentioned, to the Court of, London, and for all the satisfaction that 
may be asked on these pomts by, that of Lisbon.! 


At a Consultation on the 18th December the following reply to 
the above letter was drawn up and approved: We have received a 
letter from you, dated the 16th instant, to which we deem it necessary 
vnly to ieply that for all our proceedmgs we are responsible io our 
Honourable Employers in England, te whom as customary we shall 
transmit an ample detail of our transactions: As itis our wish and 
desire to cultivate a good understanding with the subjects of your 
nation in Incha, we request you will give the necessary assurances 
accordingly to the Captam General on your réturn to Goa. As to 
the clams of your nation to the countries ‘situated between Chaul 
and Daman, we aie perfectly unacquainted with them. Though part 
of thuse countries did formerly belong to your nation, yet they were 
taken from you by the Marathds aboot seven and thirty years ago. 
Duimg all the intervening time we have never understood that you 
even made any attempt to recover them, But if a protest 1s now 
necessary, if will be much more proper against the Maréthis who took 
them from you than against us, who assisted your nation at that time 
to defend your possessions with men stores and ammunition. By this 
a great expense was incurred for which the Honourable Company have 
never been rermbursed. We therefore take this opportunity through 
you again to demand payment from the Captain General at Goa. And 
as a vessel belonging to Dhanjishaw of Surat, a servant and subject of 
the Honourable English East India Company, was unjustly taken, 
about three years ago, and still more unjustly detained dy the olate 
Captam General, notwithstanding our representation to tle contrary, 
we also thiough you demand the release of the said vessel and that the 
value of every thing taken on board her be made good to the owner. 


A Consultation of the 21st December records that, as the siege 
of Théna contmues, with the object of striking the enemy at *Thina 
with dismay, as large a detachment as can possibly* be spared from 
the Bombay gartison march off this evening under the cqmmand of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keating to reduce Ves4va, a strong fort and out- 
post on the island of Sdlsette on thé opposite side of the island from 
Thana? 


On the evening of Fiiday the 23rd December 1774, the barge 


1 Poul, Diary 66 of 1774, 891-893, Forvest’s Mar4tha Series, I, Pt, I. 180, 
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atrived fromeThana with Mr. John Watson, Superintendent, wounded 
and otherwise much hurt. : 

On Sunday the 25th December 1774 at 2 ¥.m. arrived the account 
of the surrender of Ves4va Fort. On Monday fhe 26th Decemler 
1774 except the force kept to garrison Vesiva, the detachment sent 
with Lieutenant-Colonel Keating returned. On Tuesday the 27th 
December 1774 the President and the whole Beard m Council recorded 
the following remarks on the serious and mblancholy situation of affairs 
before Thana from the siege being protracted to so. great a length, 
Vast quantities of stores have been ind&nted for and expended ; many 
Europeans have been killed and wounded jn an ill concerted attempt 
to fill up the ditch before the breach ; apd we are quite at a lose to know 
the Brigadier General’s expectations and designs, as he docs not appear 
to have been so explicit in his letters to the President ax he cenit 
have Leen, To add to our concern, this present unpromising 
appearance seems solely owing to the general’s pursuing the counsel 
of others, and not heakening to the advice of Mr. Watson who from 
his mieatest expenence was so able to have given lim the Lest. Lad 
the two small forts to the northward been attacked and taken, as 
Mr. Watson proposed, there is no doubt that our forces would havo 
been in possession of Th4na many days ago, and thereby many valuable 
lives have been saved. On the same (27th December 1774) at 3 rm. 
John Watson,, Esquire, departed this Tie, occasioned hy the wounds he 
received before Thana the 21st instant. On the morning of the 28th 
December 1774 the remains of the late John Watson Esquire were 
interred in the burying ground without the town wills, The.same day 
(28th December 177%) about 4 before 8 P.st.arnved an express from the 
Brigadier General with advice that Thina Fort was taken by storm 
this afternoon about 3 o’clock.? 


Six letters from Lieutenant-Colonel Keating to the Presideut give 
the following dctails of the siege of Vesdva Fort, About 4 o’clock 
on the morning of the 23rd Deccmber Colonel] Keating wrote: 
Tom sorry to acquaint yqu that our attempt to escalade Vesiva 
last night at 8 o’clock has not been attended with success. 

«The causes of failure were too short ladders and want of obedience 
in the troops. I planned tho attack-in the following manner. Upon 
our howitzers and field pieces beginning to play on the fort, 
Lieutenant Carpenter with 46 men advanced close to the walls upon 
the left, keeping up a constant firing. ‘This firing drew the whole 
attention of the enemy to that quarter, while Ensigns Prosser 
Andetson and Gore advanced fo the esealade of the only part that 
our Jadders could reach, The firing-had its desired cflect as the 
enemy never made the least discovery until our ladders were 
raising.. But this was done clumsily so that of three that were 
raised, the enemy, though very few jn that quarter, easily broke 


3 


, Mr, Watson’s chief fnjuries were cauzed by # cannon-ball atriking the sand close 
in front of him and driving particles of sand into the fesh allover hisbody. Grant 
ae Mardthés, 374, and Low’s Indian Navy, 1. 176 ia Bombay Gazetteer, Thana, 
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and oveiset them with large stones. Our troops were obliged to Chapter I. 
wive over the attack with the loss of two Europeans killed, two or History: 
three wounded, and three lascars wounded. HadIfourteenbamboo |, * ~ -- 
ladders, eight of thirty-two and six of forty feet, I could still carry >#8* ar Nears 
the place. But ase making these will I fear take much time, two; 

eighteen or even twelve pounders with cochora (cohorn) mortars‘ 

and the stores contained in the aceompanying list will soon reduce 

the place, Ever since we retired the garrison, who are exceedingly: 

intimidated, have kept up a constant fire fearing a second attack. 


a 
At 8 in the morning of the same day (December 23rd) Colonel 
Keating wrote: I beg you will order two petards to be sent me 
directly, whichever choice you make in respect to what was’ 
contamed in mine of this morning may be sent also. But I howe 
with the help of petards to get in. 4 


At 10 in the evening of the same day (the 23rd) Colonel Kéating 
wrote * Nothing can be done but by two eighteen pounders , tiwelve 
pounders might do as well but for the Sake of expedition, [I this 
evening inade a second attempt to carry thie fort by escalaale but 
met with so warm a reception that our people were obliged,to retire 
with the loss of perhaps thirty Europeans wounded afd killed. 
Anderson is wounded badly. I have pleasure in assurisig you that 
the troops have made ample amends for their want regularity 
last night. They were perfectly obedient to command. Had it 
been so last mght, we should have carried the place easily. 
To-night the enemy were fully prepared. , 


Next day (24th December) Colonel Keating wrdte: Our Ioss last 
night was not so considerable as Timagined. ‘It is: killed, infantry 
one, seaman one, ham4ls two; wounded, artiklery eight, infantry six, 
seamen three, lascars two, hamils two. ; 

At 5 onthesame day (24th Decwmber) Colonel Keating wrote: 
Most of our stores are landed and brought up, and at work for the 
battery Should I wecerve a party from Captaut Liell to assist 
in raising the battery, I shall be able to open it to-morrow 
mormng, “When once open I think we shall soon do our business. 
T cLuld not have made an attack last mght but that I fotind the 
men in high spirits and eager for it, together with the contidence | 
placed im the bravery and coolness of Captain-Lieutenant Brickell 
who commanded the party who were first to mount. He did not 
deceive me though unsuccessful. Our ladders I increased in 
length to 42 feet. The petard I found unnecessary, the gate did not: 
reyuire one, I thank God I never was better in health. What men 
the surgeon thinks require it I now send to the sepoy hospital, 
hist of them enclosed. Wishing you the compliments of the ensuing 
season. 


At 11 in the morning’ of the 25th he continued: At sunrise, 


just as the battery was ready to fire, the enemy sent a deputation 
to treat. They had done the same last night but first wanted five 


1 Pub. Diary 66 of 1774, 905-906. Forrest’s Mardtha Series, I. Pt, I, 181.182, 
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will prove satisfactory. 


The terms were: I Thomas Keating, Lieutenant-Colonel and 
Nommanding Officer of a body of the Honourable Company’s forces 
nw before the fort of Vesiva, do promise and agree that upon the 
surrender of the said fort for the use of my Honourable Mastors, 
that the officers and inhabitants in the said fort shall enjoy whatever 
privaté property of their own is now in the fort or town; that they 
shall ble permitted to stay im the villages adjacent or retire elsewhere 
provided they do not molest in any degree any inhabitants under 
the prottction of the Honourable Company. Also that they shall 
have ten ishing boats to carry away themselves and their real 
property, \And lastly, it is faithfully promised that the killeddr and 
all others shall furnish to Lieutenant-Colonel Keating a just and true 
account of whatsoever is belonging to the Maratha government 
mow under thei eare or charge, and deliver the same to such persons 
as he shall appoint for that purpose. Done before Veséva this 
25th day of December 1774. 


On the 26th Decenyber, except such part as was left to garrison 
the fort at Vesdva, the wholé detachment commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Keating returned to Bombay! 


Of the attack and capture of Thd4na fort General Gordon for- 
warded the following details on the 28th December: Immediately 
on getting possession of the fort, I despatched Captain McLellan 
that you might have the earliest intelligence of ic and to him I 
refer you for the particulars of the assault commanded . by Colonel 
Cockbum where both officers and men behaved with the udémost 
spirit. Upon the enemy's evactiating the fort Captain Farrer with 
his party made an attempt to get possession of the galivats but 
they were almost swamped and could not get near them. The 
slaughter was very great, Anantrao and above 200 people are 
prisoners. I am quite at aloss what to do with them. I ain 
therefore to sequest your Honour and the Board’s directions on 
that head. We also got immediate’ possession of the two forts to 
the northward where our colours are now flying. You may well 
Suppose the confusion such a scene creates so as sufficiently to 
apalogise for the incorrectnesg of this letter? 

On receipt of thé above letter the Board signed and despatched 
(29th December 1774) by special messenger # letter to the Bri- 
a eS Get eS ee 
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gadier General at Thana signifying their pleasure in helring of the 
reduction of Théna and directing him to reduce Dharivi and the 
remaining posts on the island and if possible to destroy the enemy’s 
boats. He was also to return such part of the force as could be 
spared, and commanicate to us his opinion of the garrison necessary 
to he left for the defence of the island of Sélsette. We directed 
him to release the prisoners, except the most considerable, and 
acquainted him of the reinforcement we proposed sending him 
before we had news of his success, and of the civil government we 
had established for the island of Sdlsette.! 


On the same day came tc» hand from Théaa a letter from the 
Bugadier General dated this day (29th December 1774) wherein 
he related the particulars of the assault on storming the breach 
and his proceedings afterwards, and strongly recommends the 
spirit and conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Cockburn who command- 
ed the attack, and of Captain Stewait and the Serjeant-Major of 
the lst battalion who led on. He atso recommended in strong 
terms Captain McLellan, his aid-de-camp, Who he judged the most 
proper person to send with the earliest accounts of their success. 
He further acquainted us that he had ordered a detachment of 
40 Humopeans and 240 sepoys to march the next day under the 
command of Captain Stewart to scour the country towards Ghod- 
bandar and to assure the villages through which he might pass of 
the Company’s protection He requested our directions how to 
dispose of the prisoners and such guns and stores as might remain 
after supplying the Thana garrison? 


On the 30th December 1774 éame to hand by special messenger 
from Thina a letter from the Brigadier General, dated this day, im 
which he replied to our letter of yesterday, advised that the 
enemy's boats had escaped, and proposed to send the prisoners ta 
Bombay instead of releasing them in Théna. He strongly recom~ 
mended Captain-Lieutenant Nugent of the artillery for a commis- 
sion as captain, acquainted that by the best accounts the "enemy’s 
loss must have exceeded 600 men during the siege and in the 
assault, and that the inhabitants were returning to the,town in 
great numbers. : 


On the same day (30th December 1774) arrived Captain-Lieute- 
nant Brickell from Karanja with the news of the surrender of the 
fort of Karanja and the reduction of that- island. The following 
letter was at the same time received from Lieutenant-Colonel 

eating who commanded that party :* About two hours ago 
we took possession of this fort. The greatest difficulty we met 
with was gaining the hill, such a one 1 never met with, Last 
night our posts were established within 250 yards, and this 
{ 4 
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Chapter I. morning befere they surrendered within fifty. Thus situated 
History. and with no chance for retreat mat gave the fort up. I 
: permitted them to carry away their clothes only. The garrison 
seen consisted of subkedér Vastu Madhav Naik, havdlddr Attanye- 
1774. yév, Bhaskar Pant sabnis, and three hundred and six sepoys. 
The fort is a small square, flanked by five towers, mounting 

thirteen guns, the wall very low. Yet we could not attempt it 

without scaling ladders, which could thot be got up last melt, 

the road being so exceedingly bad. The warehouse contains 

about 150 morehs of batty, and oné in the low, grounds about 30 

khandis. I shall send all the troops to Bombay this afternoon 

except about 50. But shall stay myself until to-morrow to settle 

matters a little, The country volunteers, under Shaikh Ali, were 

the firs; who mounted the heights, and behaved very gallantly, 

We have found about seventeen hundred rupees and some little 


trifling joys. 
Government On reading Colonel Keaging’s letter advising the reduction of. 
1g a eg Karanja, the Bombay Government in their Consultation of 3rd 


January 1775 observe: It is now necessary to provide for the 
collection of the revenues and government of Karanja as well as 
of the two small adjacent islands, called Hlephanta and Hog Island, 

‘which being dependent on Karanja are now become the Company’s. 
Mr David Carnegie, at the President’s nomination, is appointed to 
reside at Karanja for the above purposes, 


The money found in the fort of Karanja must be paid into the 
treasury ; the batty in the warehouses there must be brought to 
Bombay by the warehousokeeper, and the list of the stores in 
Karanja fort must be delivered to the storekeeper to be brought 
on his books, The Boafd resolved that allthe charges mcurred by 
the late service be brought under the head Charges reducing 
Sdlsette and the adjacent islands.? 

Capture of On the 31st December 1774 the Select Committee after Consul- 
sea tation sfgned and despatched the following letter to the Governor 
; General and Council at Fort William. ‘The letter was sent by 
express hoat to Surat from whence it was to be forwarded by special 
messengex : Conformable to the Board’s address of this date, we 
shall proceed to communicate to your IIonour our motives for 
determining at this juncture to endeavour at acquiring possession 
of the island of Sdlsette by force of arms from the late possessors 
the Mardthds. Of this we particularly advised the Honourabl¢ 
the Court of Directors én our address by the Thames several days 
before the receipt of your letter of the 24th October in whic 
we were acquainted of your having taken possession of the govern} 
ment of Fort William in virtue of the ae Act of Parliament) 
We flatter ourselves our reasons forsthis undertaking will appesz 
so satisfactory and convincing to them as well as to you that wd 
shall be fully justified in our proceedings. * : 


t 


1 Letter from Li * a 
6 of 1774, 96), nenant Colonel Keating to the President and Council, Public Diy 
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In the commands of the Honourable the Court of Directors to this 
Presidency dated the 31st March 1769, an attested copy of which 
we now enclose for yout information, they are pleased to duect 
that we should be ever watchful to obtain the island of Sdlsette, 
with the other places therein pointed*out, which they acquaint us 
umust be the constant objects we are always to have in view in all 
our treaties negotiations and military operations. 


Again in their letter of the 6th April 1772 the Honourable 
Company expressly direct that Mr. Mostyn, one of our members, 
should be established at Poona, for endeavouring to acquire Sélsette, 
with the other places megtioned in their former commands, and 
they point out what they peymit us to give up as an exchange. 
Accoidingly in the year 1772 during the lifetime of Madhavrav, and 
about a year before that government fell into confusion, Mr. 
Mostyn was fixed as Resident at the Mardtha Darbér. In addition 
to the terms pointed out by our Honourable Employers, Mr. Mostyn 
was instructed to offer Broach with its territories which we had 
just then acquired from the Nawdb. In spite of this offer Mr. 
Mostyn found no probability of procuring the places desired by the 
Company. 


Some time after the Mardtha State fell into the confusion which 
at present distracts it. Still we took no step for attaining by 
force of arms the possession of Salsette, notwithstanding the 
opportunity was very favourable, and that we have reason to 
conclude Sélsette with the small adjacent isles was ceded to the 
Crown by the marriage contract between Kipge Charles Il. and 
the King of Portugal. Previous to the receipt of your letter 
to the Board communicating the intelligence of your Honour 
having taken upon you the government’ of Bengal, we received 
advice from Mr. Robert Henshaw (a gentleman in the service 
then residing on some business of the Company’s at Goa) that the 
Portuguese had this season received with their new Captain 
General (Dom Joze Pedro da Camara) q very considerable rein- 
forcement of men and ships from Europe, and that their undoubted 
designs were immediately to attempt recovering from the Marathés 
the possession of Sdlsette and Bassein and the other countries they 
formerly held so far north as Daman. The distracted situation of 
Maréti.a affairs left us no doubt that with the force they command 
the Portuguese would certainly gain possession of SAlsette, which 
is their favourite object, and most probably of the other parts of 
their former possessions, Had this taken place it would not‘only 
have effectually prevented us ewer acquiring Sdlsette for the Honour- 
able Company, but the Portuguese would then again have bad it in 
their power to obstruct our trade by being in possession of the prin- 
cipal passes to the inland couptry, and to lay whatever imposition 
they pleased upon us, In this emergency what remained for us to do ? 
Had we sat inactive spectators of the event, we should in our opinions 
have betrayed the interests of our Honorable Employers, Had we 
krote to you for instruction and advice, your sentiments and recom- 
mendations most probably must have arrived much too late to have 
enabled us to prevent the execution of the designs of thé 
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Chapter 1. Portuguese* And though we had not any account at this time of 
History. your being established in your government of Fort William, and 
« conséquently were not restricted by Jaw from pursuing such 
tans measures as we judged most for the interest of our Honourable 
1774, Employers, yet as the matter was in every point of view of an- 
important nature, and we shortly expected to hear you were 

arrived, we should have been very glad to have submitted to your 

judgment the direction of the measures necessary to be pursued, 

But seeing that we were obliged, either to act at this very juncture 

or entirely to give up all thoughts df attempting to avert the evils 

with which we were threatened, we determined, after the most 

mature consideration, in order to prevent the mischiefs which must 

have ensued to the interests of the ‘Honourable Company from the 
Portuguese being in possession, to attempt at obtaining Sélsctte 

for our Honourable Employers. As some months before the killedér 

of Thana, the principal fort on the island, had offered for a sum of 

money to deliver it to us, the President was empowered to close 

with him on the most moderate terms. But the killeddr now 

excused himself alleging that the ministry at Poona having obtained 
intelligence of the Portuguese designs had reinforced his garrison, 

which put it out of his power to deliver the fortin the manner 

he before wished to do. Nothing therefore remained but to send 

stich a force as was judged necessary to reduce Thaéna. This was 
accordingly despatched under the command of Brigadier General 

Gordon and Mr. Watson superintendent of our marine. We have 

the pleasure to acquaint you that after our army had been thirteen 

days before the place, Thina, the principal fort on the island, was 

taken by storm the 28th instant; Ves4va another fort on Salsette 

was also taken by a separate force under the command of Lieutenant 

Colonel Keating, and in consequence the whole island is now in our 

possession. ‘he surrender yesterday of the island of Karanja 

Somplerce the conquests we had determined to make near this 

place. 


The very day after our forces set out against Thana, part of the 
Portuguese fleet appeared off Bombay with their train under their 
coavoy bound to Daman, a settlement they still retain to the north- 
ward of this place. So soon as he guined intelligence of our pro- 
ceedings, the commander of the fleet delivered a formal protest, by 
direction as he said of the Captain General of Goa, which shews 
the necessity of the ‘measure we have pursued, and corroborates 
Mr, -Henshaw’s account of their intentions. To this protest we 
delivered a suitable reply, and thus the matter rests. On a moderate 
calculation the yearly revenues of Sidlsette amount to about 
Rs. 3,306,000 and those of Karanja to about Rs. 40,000. We shall 
fix suitable civil establishments at each of these places for their 
government and for the collection oftheir revenues, with a proper 
military force for their protection.) 


The same day (December 31st, 1774) General Gordon forwarded 
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to the Board the following detauls of the final settlement of Salsette- 
Enclosed I send you a copy of a letter I received last night from 
Captain Stewart at Ghodbandar agrecable to which report, to make 
Ghodbandar an established post, we are now sending four nine- 
pounders taken from the Triumph prahm. You will observe by 
Captain Stewart’s account that Dhdraévi battery has been long 
abandoned. I have ordered him to make himself sme of that 
particular Ly observing it farrowly, Captain Stewart will inform 
me when the post is established and secured with a proper detach- 
ment and then return here with the remainder. The people of 
distinction, whom the Board mentioned in their letter, are exther 
lulled or fled, except those sent to Bombay; ‘besides these, some 
swbhedars and others of great note were killed. By the custom of war 
the commanding officer of artillery is entitled to all bells found in 
places taken fiom the enemy. Major Lee claims one large bell in the 
Portuguese Church within the town. I would wish to know whether 
the Board will be pleased to allow him consideration for it, or 
whether he may make a demand on the clergy and parishioners.‘ 


Next day (1st January 1775) General Gordon forwarded to 
the Board the following additional particulars: In Ghodbandar he 
imagmed it would be proper to leave fifty Europeans, two com- 
pamies of sepoys, fifteen artillery, and thirty lascars ; and for Thana 
and the small forts on the river 150 European infantry, 50 
artillery, 100 lascars, and one battalion of sepoys would be necessary 
for the garnson of Théna. For some time there must be frequent 
detachments to protect the villages and tq drive away the 
Maratha plunderers. He mentioned that as the batty was not yet 
threshed out, that part of the revenue>had not been collected by 
the Mardthds, that every thing remained quiet and the inhabitants 
continued to return in great numbers to their houses? 


On the 2nd January he added: The garrison at Ghodbandar and the 
presence there of the Wolf and Fly would prevent the enemy’s boats 
being troublesome All was quiet at Théna They were going on as 
fast as possible clearing the rubbish ruins and filth from the fort, 
As not less than four hundred barrels of powder were found in the 
fort, the three hundred barrels werereturned to Bombay. 4 Thirteen 
mortars and one hundred and seven pieces of cannon were found 
on the enemy's works.8 


On these letters at a Consultation of 8rd J anuary 1775 the 
Board passed the following orders: Such a foree as the Brigadier 
General may judge necessary to remain fot the defence of Thana 
and the other posts to be mdintained on Sdlsette must be left 
there, regard bemg at the same time had to the force which it may 
at times be necessary to detach for the protection of the inhabitants 
from Maratha incursions. This requisite garrison to be left under 
the command of Lieut.-Colonel Cockburn, General Gordon with 


rr 
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the remainder of the force returning to Bombay and sending back 
such of the stores as are no longer wanted. Except the wounded 
who must be cared for, the ordinary prisoners must be landed on 
the opposite shore, after bemg entirely disarmed. The brass guns 
and mortars found in Théna fort are to be sent to» Bombay.! 


In a Consultation of the 4th January 1775 Government write: 
Signed and dated our fair instructigns to Mr. James Sibbald, 
provisional Resident, Messrs. Gregory Page, Patrick Crawfurd 
Bruce, and Edmund Veale Lane appointed factors at Thana, for 
the management and government of that island and for the 
collections of the Honourable Company’s revenues. Wherein wo 
gave them such directions for theirg government as were necessary 
to form this new establishment on a proper footing. 


In their Consultation of 6th January 1775 Government write: 
Signed our instructions to Mr. David Carnegie appointing him to 
icside at Karanja, giving him necessary directions, and acquaint- 
ing him that be was to collet the revenues of Karanja, Elepbanta, 
and Hog Islands : 


On his return to Bombay on the 9th January 1775 General 
Gordon submitted the following account of Thdéna Fort: The fort 
of Théna is a regular pentagon, with three large bastions, towers 
at the salient angles, a tower and cavalier over the land gate and 
a work begun but not finished over the river gate. A good ditch 
with counterscarp runs from the returning angle of the south. 
east tower to the land gate, where there is no retaining wall to the 
rampart. The Mérathds wiscly sceing the almost unsurmountable 
difficulties of an attack from this side, have not paid that attention 
to its defences which they have onthe others. The south-cast 
tower against which, and the shoulder of the adjoining bastion our 
principal attack was directed, has two tiers of guns and a powder 
magazine below. It is extremely strong and was as fine a piece of 
masonry,us Tever saw. In making our approaches on this side we 
had the advantage of beistg entirely under cover of houses to within 
280 yards of the works. Many ob these houses were set on fire by 
the enenty but their walls afforded excellent shelter to the troops. 
The hous€s nearest the fort will, I believe, be found to belong to 
the officers of Government, or to Bréhmans who will not readily 
clunn them. I am of opinion that, as soon as possible, these houses, 
together with the Darbar, should be pulled down in order to form 
an esplanade of at least. 800 yards. If this is done, if the breaches 
which we made in the fvall are rebuilt, and if the works in general 
are repaired, I will venture to pronounce that with its presont 
garrisorfand plenty of ammunition stores and provisions, Thdéna 
would be in a very defensible and respectable state. Within the 
fort is plenty of water and a number of small irregular ill built 
houses and huts which should be pulled down and the ground 
levelled. Ihave directed Major Lee to examine and report the 


1 Bom. Gov, Consultation 3rd Jan. 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 3-4. 
: Bom. Gov. Diary 4th Jan. 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 13. 
Bom, Gov. Diary 6th Jan. 1775, Pub, Diary 67 of 1775, 14. 


Materials } 
“AND ISLAND, - 393 


state and calibre of the guns, 107 of which were found in the 
‘fort, and to make a demand of what guns he wants to put 
the oe in a proper state of defence. Agreeable to the orders of 
the board I enclose a copy of the instructions which I have given 
to Licutenant-Colonel Cockburn who is appointed to command at 
Thana. By the last paragraph of your letter of the 3rd instant, 
you are pleased expressly to forbid any repairs being made with- 
out particular orders from you. As a literal compliance with this 
order would have risked the conquest we had made, as the breach 
was open and easy of access, I took upon me to direct the engineer 
to stockade and scarp the breach, to clear the ditch, and to go 
oa removing the ruins from ,the towers and works in order to 
make room for our guns. In repairing them the towers should 
not be roofed over. If even a small breach is made in the wall, 
the weight of the terrace at the top will be apt to reduce the whole 
to runs. To considerably widen the ditch would certainly add 
ereatly to the strength of the place, and a glacis might be formed 

rom the earth thrown up. Whether at present it is expedient to 
undertake so expensive a work remains to be considered. In any 
ease the ditch should be carried on immediately round to the south- 
cast tower. Had this been done it would have added considerably 
to our difficulties in the siege. 


In every part of Sdlsette which I have seen the roads are 
very bad, indeed so bad as to render the movement of troops 
very difficult, and that of artillery nearly impossible. I submit 
to your consideration whether the making good roads is not 
an object well worth attention, as well for military purposes as 
for the conveniency of the inhabitants, who, when a little mote 
settled, might be taxed to assist in so Useful a work. I have 
ordered Engineer Whitman, who is at present employed in 
completing the post at Ghodbandar, to begin as soon as possible 
taking a chart of the river, ascertaining the width depth and 
windings. The post at Ghodbandar is hy nature very strong. I 
sent tour nine-pounders there, which with its garrison gives us 
little to apprehend from any attack, though itis not above four 
miles from Bassein. Ghodbandar commands the river, apd neat it 
is a very fertile district, which produces a great quantity of grain. 
Dhérd4vi battery has long been abandoned; it is two to three miles 
south-westof Bassein. I aminformed on account of a long sandy point 
yessels going from Bassein must come close to Dhéravi. From its 
distance from Th4ua and the badness of the roads I could nét be 
informed about Dhérdvi as I wished to be. Limagine it will not 
be difficult to examine it by the way of Vesdva, or by water. If 
it has such command as it is said to have, Dhéardvi is certainly a 
post of much importance, and no tiwe should be lost in taking 
possession of it, At the same time it becomes @ matter worthy of 
the most serious consideration of the Board, how far ovr present 
force is able to maintain possession of and repel attacks on our 
new conquests without bazarding too much the safety of our other 
settlements. My sentiments on the subject are that as soon as it 
can be done, two battalions of sepoys should be raised and added 
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to those we now have. This additional force, all things considered, 
will not be more than equivalent to the force employed on Sdlsette, 
or indeed not equal to it, if a strong detachment is sent from the 
Presidency to Dhérdvi to take post there. At present we are so 
far from being able to furnish any detachments for the cruizers, 
that we have not men to mount the common guards. As 130 
lascars were left on duty at Thana and Ghodbandar, they should be 
replaced as soon as possible as they are a very useful body of 
men. 


On the 18th January the Board ordered the Resident and factors 
at Thana to be very expeditious in adju8ting the ¢oka or share of 
batty.2 The Company’s share must be sent hither and the pro- 
prietors are to be permitted to export the remainder to this place 
only. Mr. Francis William Pemberton is appointed to reside at 
Vesdva, to collect the revenues in the district about that place. 
He is subordinate to the Kesident and factors at Thana, to whom 
the accounts are to be transmitted ; but the batty he collects must 
be sent to Bombay. To hasten the collection of the Company’s 
share of rice, the Board further ordered that, except the Resident, the 
several servants at Thana be sent to different districts of the island.® 


At the same Consultation (18th January) was read transla- 
tion of the following letter from the Captain General at Goa to 
the President and Council, dated Goa 26th December 1774: As 
soon as I learnt that your Excellency projected negotiations or 
conquests over the fortified towns and countries that have been 
possessed and governed by the Portuguese State in this region, I 
endeavoured to put a stop,to the same and to preserve the rights 
which the Royal Crown of Portugal has in those countries, by 
causing to be delivered to your lxcellency the protest bearing date 
the 16th instant. I am clearly informed that your Excellency had 
organised an expedition against the town of ‘Thana, that you had 
blockaded the said town, that you were beating down its walls, 
that you were in treaty* about conquering the same, and intended 
to make permanent your conquests over the other countries above 
mentionetl, whether by yourselves alone or united with an Asiatic 
Power. his obliges me to répeat and again to intimate to your 
Excellency that for the space of two hundred years the said forti- 
fication of Théna Bassein and other countries and jurisdictions, 
situated from Chaul to Daman, had been the dominion and posses- 
sioneof the State of Portugal. And that although, not quite forty 
years ago, usjustly ahimated as is probable by other powers, the 
Mardthds unfortunately invaded arid took those fortificattons and 
countriés, yet the state of Portugal neither lost the right it had 
therein nor the intention of regaining them, nor did it omit at any 


1 Letter from Brigadher General Gordon to the President and Council, 9th Jan. / 
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time to do every thing requisite once more to obtain the dominion 
of those countries. 

I persuade myself that when your Excellency resolved to attack 
Thana, you consjdered only the interests of the British Nation in 


Asia, and not your general interest, nor the attention dae to the 


Pertuquese State in India. I am certain on your Excellency looking 
into the gift of the island of Bombay, and the treaty by which 
it was bequeathed in the Royal Marriage Contract of Scnhora 
Donna Catharina, you will fmd that His Majesty has for himself 
and lus vassals engaged not to prejudice at any time the 1ghts 
that the Portuguese Nation’ had in Asia, but on the contrary always 
to assist in defending the same? Reflecting on the said treaty, on 
the obligation of this alliance, on public faith reciprocally promised, 
and on the sacred ties of hospitality by which the British Nation 
obtaimed and still preserves a dominion which the Portuguese 
Nation formerly had in this part of the east, 1 expect that your 
Excellency will know, in all your pfoceedings, how much these 
projects and actions are contrary and odious to the abovementioned 
treaty and its ties, to the public faith, and to the docorum of the 
Buitish Nation. Irely that in your great prudence you will on this 
consideration abstain and desist from acts so provoking. Should, 
contrary to my expectation, your Excellency not attend to these 
reasons, I do make most formal protest, declaring that your 
Uxcellency is the infractor of the public peace of the said two 
nations by so strange a proceeding, so contrary to the meaning of 
the said defensive treaty subsisting between thestwo Royal Crowns 
of our said nations, protesting against you also for all the prejudices 
and all sensible consequences which from, these facts may ensue. 
Your Excelleney may remain persuaded that all these damages may be 
recompensed from the interest which England has in the Portuguese 
dominions, in which there are to the English Nation much greater 
pledges and much more important ones than the prejudices your 
Excellency promotes and intends causing to this state, without 
entering into other most important considerations, of the danger to 
which your nation shall be exposed by the loss of many millions 
which it gains from Portugal, through the effect of their esteemabla 
alliance and which must be put a stop to by acontinuation of these 
etrange proceedings. Neithercan I dispense with informing His 
Faithful Majosty on all the above, being certain that His British 
Majesty and the whole of the English Nation will grant in this 
respect the most circumspect satisfaction, waking yopr Excelfency 
responsible for all that you shaH do, and for as much as shall happen 
on this most important particular.’ . 


rd consideration, ordered that a suitable but short reply bo 
gent, 


, A Consultation the 24th January 1775 xecords: The engineer 
reports that it is necessary to form an esplanade to the fort to the 
4 
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distance of $00 yatds. The President who has been on the spot iy 
of opinion that for the present the distance of 400 yards will 
be most proper; to extend the esplanade beyond that line 
would be attended with too much inconvenience to the inhabitants, 
The engineer reports that to make an esplanade ‘will be attended 
with little expense, as many of the houses within that distanev 
were so much damaged during the siege, that they must bo pulled 
down, and, as many others belong to the Bréhmans and officers of 
Government, who bave left the plage, and their houses are become 
the Company's; Resolved that an esplanade be made at Thina to 
the distance of 400 yards round the fert as recommended by tho 
President, and to encourage the inhabitants whose houses must 
come down, it is agreed and ordered that the materials of the 
houses that are to be pulled down, that did belong to the officers 
of Government who have left the place, be distributed amongst 
the others, which must be done with the utmost impartiality and in 
such a manner as Will prove most satisfactory to those whom we 
intend to benefit thereby. Whatever buildings the inhabitants may 
from henceforward erect, must be lined out into strects of 50 fect 
wide at least and the cross streets not less than 36 feet wide.! 


At a Consultation on the 28th January 1775 after reading such 
part of the advices from’ Thana ag related to the repaira of the 
fort and to the making of an esplanade the Board order that the 
ditch to the fort be cleared and the breach repaired that the 
fort may again be in a defensible state; that after these two 
necessary acrviceseare completed the esplanade roust be made to 
the distance of 400 yards and no more. That to extend the 
esplanade to 600 yards as*the Engineer recommends, the whole 
town must be pulled,down which would be too great a dis- 
couragement to the inhabitants and might disgust them with our 
government: that at the same time no new buildings were to bo 
erectod within 600 yards of the fort. : 


On the 28th January 1775 the President wrote to the Resident 
at Théna, directing him to require the commanding officer 
inynediately to send a detachmentvof 350 men from Thdéna Vesiva 
and Ghodbandar to protect the Villages and drive off the Mardthds,* 


On the 30th January 1775 came to hand by special messenger 
from Théna a letter from the Resident, dated this day, acquainting 
the President that the enemy had landed about 400 men at 
Dhérdvi, but that a detachment of 16 Earopeans and 100 sepoys 
advanced fromm Ghodbandar to the relief of Dhérdvi had driven 
every Mardtha off the island hefore the detachment from Théna 
had arrived. Ten Mardétha prisoners and one boat had been tak 
but a considerable quantity of batty was destroyed.‘ ‘ 


Ata Consultation, the 7th February 1775, the President lays before 
the Board a letter received from Commodore Moore, giving on 
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necouut of the motions of the Mardtha fleet. Ordered that as the 
Mardthis have now commenced hostilities by sea, it is resolved the 
Commodore and al) the officers in command of our, fighting vessels 
be directed to take, sink, burn, or otherwise destroy all or any of 
the enemy’s vessels whensoever or wheresoever they mect them, 
provided always that the same does not interfere with the effectual 
protection of such merchant boats or vessels as may be at any 
time under their convoy. A letter must be preparcd for 
Commodore Hughes, who may,shortly be expected on the coast, 
advising hina of the hostile proceedings of the Mardtha fleet, and 
desiring that he will treat them accordingly, and the Chicf and 
factors at Tellicherry be-instructed to acquaint the commanders of 
His Majesty's ships that may arrive on the coast of these particulars 
that they may act accordingly.! 


At a Consultation, the 16th February 1775, the Board record 
a letter from the President of Karanja, dated the 15th, in which 
he cuclosed a statement of the annual revenues of that island as 
collected by the Mardthds amounting to Rs. 51,134} and represented 
that last year the Mardthds farmed the customs for Rs. 20,000 
which the inhabitants represented as a great grievance, the farmer 
having many opportunities of oppressing them. He also acquainted 
us minutely with the present state of the revenues enclosing the 
account current with the different farmers, and requested our 
directions on several particulars? 


At a Consultation, the 28th February 1775, the Board read 
advices from the Resident and factors at Thdna on which the 
following observations were made and orders issued: 


You are to lay in a quantity of batty at Thana and’ at the 
posts on Sdlsette, as a store sufficient to serve the garrisons, sepoys, 
and labourers for six months: the rest must be sent to Bombay ; for 
we must conclude that the amount of hatty-remaining with the 
Corumbees (Kunbis) or villagers, after the toka’ or Government 
share is delivered, must be sufficient for the consumption of the 
inhabitants and for seed. To prevent a scarcity no rice may be 
exported from Sélsette, not even to,Bombay, till the price may be 
reduced below Rs. 16 the morah (muda). As this is the price at 
which it is always issued in Bombay, the batty issued to the sepoys 
and labourers must be charged at Rs. 224 the muda, whether this 
is dearer or cheaper than the market rate. An account of Bombay 
daily wages to labourers and artificers must.be sent to Thana, With 
orders to the chief and factars not to sllow higler wages at 
Sdlsette. For the encouragement of settlers on Sdlsette, xesolved 
that no duties be collected on the importation ‘into Salsette of any 
provisions nor on the exportgtion of provisions from Sdlsette to 
Bombay. A proclamation to this purpose to-be affixed in Bombay, 
and copies of it dispersed all over Sdlsette, that none of the 
inhabitants may be ignorant of the benefits intended them. As 
the people round Dhdrdvi suffered severely in the last Maritha. 


. 1Bom. Gov, Consultation, 7th Feb, 1775, Pub, Diary 67 of 1775, 184- 165. 
4 Bomy Gov. Consultation, 16th Feb. 1775; Pub, Diary 67 of 1775, 197-199, 
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incursion on which account 50 mudds of batty was distributed 
among them, it is agreed that this rice shall not be demanded 
back, but that the people be informed it is a gift from the Company 
in consideration of their late sufferings.* 


A Consultation of the Ist March 1775 records: A proclamation 
was this day published by beat of drum in the customary manner, 
and affixed in the usual places, signifying agreeable to our resolution 
in our last Consultation 'that from henceforward all customs were 
abolished on the importation of anyekiuds of provisions on Siilsette, 
on the transportation of provisions fromyone part of the island 
another, and on the exportation of thet same from Sdlsette to the 
island of Bombay, and also on the importation of all kinds of 
provisions and necessaries from Sdlsette hither 


At a Consultation on the 31st October 1775 the Board ordered that 
on the owners producing a Théna Customs Master's certificate, all 
copper manufactured on Sélsette and all articles the produce of 
that island from goods wlfich have paid customs there, may be 
imported into Bombay free of customs.’ 


On the 15th Mareh 1775 Brigadier General Gordon submitted 
the following details regarding Ghodbandar and Dhéravi: The 
situation of Dhér4vi gives such command of the entrance of the 
Bassein river that it willbe extremely difficult for any vessels to 
pass in or out. On the battery, which is at the foot of a very steep 
hill, are three 18-pounders and three 12-pounders, I cannot approve 
of the platform which is made of terrace instead of stone of which 
there is plenty. If it bad been made of stone, the platform would 
have been much sooner fit for service. It would have lasted a great 
deal longer, and would have been repaired in far less time and at a 
Jess expense. Another capital fault in this platform is that instead 
of having the usual slope to check the recoil of the guns, and ta 
render it easy to run them home after firing, it is made level, so 
that theeguns must recoil a great way, and require many more men 
to work them. The roof too, which is intended to be carried over 
the battery, is so low as greatly to incommode the gunners in using 
their rathmers and spunges. In the rear of the battery is to be a 
magazin and guard-room, with a traverse to cover them. On the 
left is a small tower, from which a couple of guns placed in barbet 
would have a very extensive command towards the bar. The hill 
is so steep that steps should be cut in it before the rains, otherwisa 
it will be almost impossible to get up or down that side next the 
battery. A tedoubt on the top of the hill with barracks for the 
troops, pnd with a fliche (a work open to the rear and commanded 
by the redoubt) at a small distance from it, will leave us httle to 
apprehend from any attacks that may be made on that post. The 
troops should be put under cover as‘soon as possible, and oil and 


ap ann er emerecnnnartarnathaenmannatemdtin, 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 28th Feb. 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 209-211, Comp, 
of Standing Ord Vol, 2 of 1759 - 1788, 102, 

2 Bom. Gov, Diary Ist March 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 223 - 224, 
_, Bom. Gov. Consultation, Bist Oct. 1775, Pub. Diary 68 of 1775, 795. Comp, of 
Standing Ord, Vol, 2 of 1759-1788, 172. 
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candles (of the want of which they complain at present} should be 
scent over to all the posts for the use of the guards. At Bhdyndar, 
about half-way between Dhdrdvi and Ghodbandar, an officer and 
sixty sepoys are stationed. As this is an open village opposite to 
Bassem, with a beach of several mils on which the enemy may 
Jand, I am of opinion that the guard should be augmented to one 
hundied sepoys. Signals betwixt Bhiyndar Dhérdvi and Ghod- 
bandar may easily be settled, so as to communicate to each other 
any motions which the enenry may at any time make, should they 
attempt to land on that sige of Sdlsette. Ghodbandar is ina very 
defensible state, but the temporary roofs with which the barracks 
are at present covered will by np means serve for the rains, neither 
will the huts in which the sepoys are, protect them from the incle- 
mency of the weather! 


Experience showed the remission of taxation had been carried too 
far. On Ist May 1775 Government signed and despatched to Thana, 
by special nessenger, a letter to the Thief and factors revoking 
their ordefs for discontinuing the levy of ghar patti or house coss, of 
bandar patts or harbour cess, and of mohtarfa or shop tax. These 
were again to be collected as heretofore? Six months later, the 
15th November 1775, the Board observe: Directions must be sent 
to the Chief and factors of Thana to collect customs only on 
such goods as are actually sold at Thina or any of the other 
parts of Sélsette, and to permit the merchants to carry away such 
goods as they do not sell there, without any customs being paid 
thereon. aa 


At a Consultation, the 12th December 1775, the Board read 
letters from the Chief and factors at Thana, with enclosed letters 
from the officers at the different outposts on Sélsette, representing 
the scarcity of provisions and requesting to be allowed batta. 
After consideration agree that as we are sensible provisions are 
very scarce and dear, and as on that account the troops at those 
posts are allowed provisions, batta be granted to the officers at all 
the outposts on Sdlsette where the troops are allowed provisions. 
This regulation to take place from the time we have had the islapd 
in our possession. The Chief and fdctors must be directed to issue 
to the troops at the outposts the salt meat they have m store at 
Théna. The Board also resolve that when the Jands in Sélsette are 
next leased, a clause be inserted in the leases obliging the farmers 
to raise live stock of all kinds, which we hope will be the means of 
making provisions more plentiful and will sdve the Company the 
extraordinary expense of batta ‘and provisions to the officers and 
troops there , meanwhile the Chief and factors to be instricted to 
give the inhabitants every encouragement to rear live stock.* 


' Letter from Brigadicr General Gordon tothe President and Council, 15th March 1776, 
Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 270 - 273. 
©? Bom Gov Diary lst May 1775, Pub, Diary 67 of 1775, 363, One of the taxes on 
traders alone was mohtarfa--a tax on shopkeepers, varying with their means, in fact 
an mcome-tax. Hombay Gazetteer, Poona, XVIII. Pt. Il 323 note 1, 
+ Bom Gov, Consultation 15th Nov, 1775, Pub. Diary 68 of 1776, 814, 
4Bom Gov, Consultation 12th Dec. 1776, Pub Diary 68 of 1775, 814-845, 
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Tn 1774 Bombay seems to have suffered from a serious scarcity of 
money. On the 12th April 1775 the Court wrote: Your resolution 
to dispose of our oarts villages and batty grounds in case supplies 
of money should not be sent you from Bengal, can be justified only 
by the most pressing and absolute necessity. We hope that the 
measures taken by our servants at Fort William to throw moncy 
into your hands by means of ships returning with specie from the 
Gulf and the license given you to draw upon us will have ren- 
dered the above disagreeable expedient totally unnecessary. Theic- 
fore we shall not at present enter further upon the snbject, 
In the same letter the Court continue: We are astonished 
at your conduct in directing Mr.,Mostyn to attempt borrowing 
money at Poona. We are well assured that step could tend 
only to expose our affairs without any reasonable hope of 
obtaining relief. As bo your subsequent proposal to procure money 
by raising the annual interest paid by us to 12 per cent, it appears 
to us so improper that we direct you forthwith to take measures 
for discontinuing the payment of such extravagant interest. 
Notwithstanding your distress for money, we observe that in the 
height of that distress you ventured to accept bills drawn from 
Balambangan (in Bornes} tor so large asum as Rs. 1,40,000 for which 
no value had been received and of which circumstance you were not 
ignorant. Your preceine? in that transaction were so contrary 
to your duty and so repugnant to our interest that you ment our 
severest censure and we hereby reprimand the majority of our 
Council for preferring the interest and convenience of an individual 
to that of the Company in opposition to the sentiments of two 
members of the Board, whose dissents on the occasion do them great 
honour and were unanswerably conclusive against the measure.' 


As regards encouragement to trade the Court write in the 
same April letter: As it is our wish to give every encouragement 
in our power to, the trade of Bombay and Swat, we direct that 
regular tonvoys be appointed monthly or oftener if you shall judge 
it proper, to and from those ports. We are fully convinced that 
vessels op the Surat station with a small assistance from your 
Pfesidengy, will in general be fully adequate to such service with- 
out increasing your marine establishment.? 

On the 22nd of January 1775 the Bombay Government took the 
important step of accepting the Peshwa Rdghoba’s application for 
a bogly of troops to join his army to reduce to obedience a section 
of his subjects, who wished to deprive Réghoba not only of the 
Peshwaship but of any share in the government of the Mardtha 
empire.” To represent their motives in making engagements with 
the Peshwa Raghunéth Rao the Bombay Government deputed 


‘Court to Bombay 12th April 1775 paras 40-42, Pub Dep Court’s Letters Vol 9 of 
pi 1777, es + 228, a8 bow 
‘ours to Bombay 12th il 1775 ¥ 60, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vo! 
1772-1777, 234.0 ee roa | 
* Secret and Pol. Diary 16 of 1775, 20, For articles of agreement between the 
Hon, William Hornby President and Governor and Council and Raghoba, dated Gth Mar. 
1775, see Ditto,118 - 127 and Forrest's Martha Senes, I. Pt. II. 211-216, 
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Mr. William Tayler to Calcutta by whom the following letter, dated 
Calcutta 9th October 1775, was addressed to the Hon’ble Mr. Warren 
Hastings, Governor General of India: To form a proper judgment 
of the motives which guided the Government of Bombay m con- 
cluding this treaty with Réghoba Peshwa, it will be necessary to be 
acquainted with the views of the Honourable Company regarding 
Bombay. The safety and accessbleness of Bombay harbour at 
all seasons of the year together with its vicinity to the Mardthds, 
and paiticularly to one of the passes through which the whole of the 
country above the Ghdts might be supplied with Enghsh articles, 
seem chiefly to have engaged the attention of the Company in the 
acquisition of this island. How just were their speculations is 
shown by the fact that woollens and other English staples are 
disposed of at Bombay and the maikets which it supplies, to the 
amount of 14 l4khs annually. Besides this, the convenience of the 
htirbour has secured to the English, and to those who trade under 
thuir protection, almost the exclusive frade in Indian commodities 
with the country of the Mardéthés, as well os in the cotton with 
which Bengal and China is supplied, the whole bringing in an 
annual profit of Rs, 2,70,000 in customs tothe Company.’ The 
influence which the Company have in the government of Surat 
enables them to check the commerce of mval European nations, a 
power the more valuable as, next to Bombay, Surat is the chief mart 
for the vend of staples the entire monopoly of which is the Company’s 
leadmg commercial.aim on the west side of India. Fora consider- 
alle time commerce alone engaged the attention 9f the Company at 
Bombay The construction of docks, the excellent supply of timber, 
and of skilled artificers gave Bombay a military stay baie On this 
pont nothing need be added to the testimony of the Commanders of 
His Majesty's squadrons that, in the impossibility of arrangimg repairs 
elsewhere, the superiority at sea in this quarter of the giobe durmg 
the last war was chiefly due to the docks and the ready assistance found 
in Bombay. In 1768, sensible of the importance of a strong naval 
stauon end also aware of the defenceloss state of Bombay, the 
Honourable the Court of Directors sent out Colonel Campbell to 
anspect the fortifications, with posjtive orders to us implicitly *to 
follow is plan. At the same time knowing the inadequacy of our 
garrison to the defence of the place, they very considerably enlarged 
our malitary establishment, Previous to this the expense of Bombay 
had exceeded its revenues. The Directors were sensible that this 
gicat increase in charges must distress the Gqvernment for meats to 
defiay them, and furnish their,investments fo: Europe and China. 
Knowing also that territorial acquisition would alone fyrnish a 
revenue equal to the necessities of that scttlement,: they laid down 
a system for the attainment of territory, namely the acquisition of 
Salsette and Bassein with the “Mardthis’ share of the revenues of 
Surat. These they imagined would complete their views, and this 
I must again repeat they urgently and especially enjoined us to 


1¥n 1761-62 the customs revenue amounted to Rs 1,657,000 while iu 1772 73 it stood 
at Rs, 2,70,000, Pub, Diary 39 of 1762, 685 and 65 of 1774, 109, 
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embrace every opportunity to attain, and tothis alone todirect all our 
political and military operations, declaring it at the same time to be 
the utmost extent of their wishes on the west of India. In tha 
eessions stipulated by the treaty with the Peshwa the views of the 
Company have been completed beyond their hopts, as, exclusive 
of a revenue equal to its expenses and occasions, the commercial 
and miltary advantages of Bombay are permanently secured. On 
Sdlsctte Karanja and Bassein, Bombay may safely depend for all 
provisions. Further, by possessing Bassein and its distriets, we 
ensure to ourselves a part of the timber necessary to our marino 
yard, the waut of which would so greatly distress our works. If 
Bassein were to fall into an enemy’s hand or were any dispute with 
the Mardthas to arise during a war with Franco, the Bombuy Docks 
which are now so valuable would for want of timber be rendered 
almostuseless In the districts ceded by the Peshwa in Gujavit grows 
the cotton for the Bengal market, which secures to the English and to 
those under English protectiqn the entire trade in this article, and 
to the Company the whole customs on that trade. Exclusive of 
these direct advantages we shall entirely preclude the Dutch who 
have long been svliciting a settlement at Bassein, from all ae 
with the Company in the trade to the Marétha dominions. We shall 
also prevent the dangerous consequences that might attend the 
neighbourhood of so active and enterprising a nation, who have 
never been known to let slip an opportunity of extending thomselves, 
Should they at any tise embrace an opportunity to‘ get possession 
of Bassein, with the, means they would have to distress our trade 
and carry on their own, it seems very probable that but little would 
be left to the English at Bombay. This acquisition also defeats 
the known and declared designs of the Portuguese and the probable 
views of the French who from former steps and their now sending 
so many ships to the west of India seem to incline also to purti- 
cipate with us in the commerce there. The striking advantages of 
these possessions Will, 2 trust, be dcemed worthy of the most scrivus 
regard when it is considered that the maintenance of Bombay is 
necessary in the general system of the Company's affairs. Instead of 
caitsing an annual loss of above £150,000 sterling, mstead of being 
a burthen upon your presidency, at best troublesome and in the end 
perhaps dangerous, all chieffy for a local advantage til then uncer- 
tdin, Bombay would become a winning settlement of near eight 
likhs which will be a difference to the Company of £250,000 a 
year? It would be in a state to afford certain assistance of all kinds 
to a squadron"in time of war, to secure the commerce of the west 
of Indin in English hands, and above all to frustrate the great 
rivals of the Company in their views of participatmng in our trade 
with the Mardtha dominions, an object in itself of great imiport- 
ance, as on this trade depends the Company’s chief vend of woullens 
and the other staples of our Native Country. ‘ 


Such were the great and leading motives which induced the 
Government of Bombay to engage with the Peshwa Raghu- 
nathrév. Itseemed the very erisis wished for by the Company, 
sn onvortunity of accomplishing with honour, with justice, and 
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without the hazard of a general war, tha objects the Company 
‘had so strenously enjomed the Bombay Government ever to keep 
in view With the Company’s special and repeated ode:s on 
this head before them, uniepealed by the very letter which accom- 
panied the new ‘tet, so far from fMeaning a disregard to that Act 
or to the power with which it vests your Honour, the Govern- 
ment of Lombay would have deemed themselves wanting in their 
conceptim of the words "except m such cases as when the said 
President and Council respegtively shall have received special 
oiders from the said United Company,” and most wanting to 
their employers had theyeso slumbered on their intcrests as to 
let pass by unregarded this opportunity, perhaps the only one that 
may ever offer, of establishing the Company’s affairs on the west 
ot India on the footing they have so long sought to place them. 
To have hesitated closing with the Peshwa would in effect have 
bern the same asa plain refusal. For, in the situation he then 
was, the Peshwa must certainly have fad recourse to other assist- 
ance And from the respectable footing in which the lute increase 
of their mulitary aud the total change of government has placed 
them, 1¢ would most probably have been to the Portugueso who 
would gladly have cherished a stroke of fortune so unexpectedly 
co-operating m the very views to which all their late expenses and 
arrangements have solely tended, namely, the recovery of the 
provinces of the north, the grand object of their interest an] honour 
ever since the capture of them in 1739 by Chimniy Appa. This 
they would certainly have now obtained hadat not been for an 
interference equally timely and fortunate for the Honourable 
Company. 

Other strong inducements were not wariting to the Bombay Gov- 
etument to take the part they did. The reduction of Silsette 
without the consent of either party of the Maréthds rendered 1t 
necessary to side with one, in order to procure a degree of title to 
the possession and to prevent the disagreeable alternative’ol cither 
endangering the safety of the settlement by relinquishing this 
conquest, or of sustaining at some period a general war,with the 
combined Maratha forces <A dug attention to the safety and 
tranquillity of the Company’s possessions in the east of Hindustan 
was also no small motive in these engagements. It was judged 
that should the success of the confederates at Poona end in the 
total depression of Raghoba, and once give them leisure to advert 
to other objects, the very first object that would strike their atterition 
would be to emich themselves by the collection of* the chauth in 
the name of their Sarkdr. In this all parties among the Maréthds 
never fail to concur. I caunot pretend to say how far the Bengal 
provinces might be endangereg. But from its vicinity there seems 
no doubt they would pay the Karndtak a visit. They never want 
pretence and the reduction of Tanjor had given great jealousy at 
Poona, particularly to the Maratha chiefs to whose head the Raja 
éf Tanjor is related. For these reasons the safety and tranquillity 
of the Company’s territories in the east would be longer insured by 
not suffermg the ministerial confederacy to predominate. By the 
treaty with the Peshwa this great object is for ever accomplished 
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as far as solemn engagements can bind, and could circumstances 
admit of a gencral assertion at this period our success in this point’ 
might be still more perfect. Induced by these general motives th2 
Government of Bombay concluded a treaty with the Valal of 
Raghoba. It was much to be wished that their fesources in nin 
and money had been more adequate to this undertaking. But 
trusting that the same sentiments woul! generally prevail of the 
pokey and utility of their engagements, the aid of the other Presi- 
dencies was not doubted. Accowlingly such troops as eoulkl 
possibly be spared embarked for Surat from whence they were to 
proceed to form a junction with the*army of Raghoba in the 
manuer that circumstances on thei arrival might point out to be 
most expedient. 

From the southward part of Bassein to the point of Chaul the 
land forms a deep bay in which lie the islands of Sélsette, Bombay, 
Karanja, Hog Island, Elephanta, and Canary (Kenery). Bombay is 
situated about eight miles from the continent and forms the harbour 
to which it gives its name, Sdlsette, which lies north of Bombay, 
is separated from it by a channel of about half a mile broad, is 
about twenty miles long and on an average about the same in 
breadth. Its chicf produce is rice. The island is capable of much 
improvement, not being above two-thirds cultivated and great part 
of it is also breached by the sea. The fort of ‘Thana about the middle 
of the eastern side of the island commands a fordatle channel, 
dividing Sélsette from. the main. Karanja is a small island to the 
east of Bombay, forming part of the east side of the habour. Its 
chief produce is also rice. It at present yields about Rs. 6000 a year 
and is capable of improvement. Elephanta is a small island valued 
at about Rs. 800 a year. Hog Island at the top and Kenery at the 
mouth of the harbour are little more than barren rocks, Except 
Kenery, which was not worth reducing, we have possession of all 
these and hold regular grants for them from the Peshwa. Bassein 
is a peninsula formed by.a large river on the north, by the sea on 
the west, and by a large river which divides it from Salsette and to 
which it gives its name on the south, A cross rivulet or back 
water which fills during the rains makes the peninsula an island 
during the greater part of the year. Bassein produces rice, many 
fruits, and particularly fine sugarcane, and it has an extensive fort 
on the south, commanding the river. The district of Basscin extends 
north to Bailde-Pardi (that is PArdi about ten miles south of 
Balsér) withip 8 kos ow twelve miles of Daman, including Tédpur 
Mahim ....Arndlaand other towns:situated on rivers flowing from 
the Ghéts, We hold the sanads for Bassein and its districts. But 
as we had not sufficient force to reduce them after the departure 
of our troops to the northward, and-as the conducting the Peshwa 
to Poona was the great object which was to ensure us the peaceable 
attainment of these places, it was not thought prudent to delay 
or diminish our foree by their previous reduction. The Bassein 
districts are not therefore as you imagined in our possession. They 
are still in the hands of the ministerial party. 

These acquisitions to the south of Surat form with Bombay a 
continued chain about 86 miles from north to south. Two Additional 


Materials 1 
AND ISLAND. 405 


battalions of sepoys will, Timagine, be sufficient to maintain the 
necessary posts, which being called m on any apprehensions from 
the French will be a considerable reinforcement to the standing 
army of Bombay. Fiom Bassein to Daéhinu and the rivers comes 
great part of the timber andispensably necessary for the ships. 
The revenue of Sélsette with Bassein and its districts is estimated 
at Rs 74 lékhs. Under our government they will, I doubt not, in a 
tow yeats produce at least ten lakhs! 


In addressing the Directors du the refusal of the Governor Gencral 
to appiove the treaty with Raghoba, Mr. W. Tayler on the 20th 
Januay 1776 wrote: I cannot help again lamenting that the 
Governor General and Council avould neither permit the Government 
of Bombay to proceed in their engagements with Rd4ghoba, nor 
entrust to them the accommodation they had determined on. In 
either case I can confidently assert that at this hour you would have 
been in quiet possession of an increased revenue of 22 lakhs with 
all the advantages set forth in my first address to this Government ; 
affairs would have been in tranquillity in-the west of India, and 
your commercial concerns procéeding in their usual channel. 
Instead of this you may perceive the uncertainty of your political 
situation in Bombay and the probability there is of being either 
farther embroiled in military operations, or of making concessions 
equally inconsistent with your interest and honour. I learn by 
private accounts that the vend of your woollens and staples is 
totally at a stand, as, contrary to their agreement with the 
Government of Bombay, the ministerialists *do not suffer the 
merchants to come down to trade. From this cause this season bids 
fair to be a very unfortunate one for private merchants. Should 
the next produce another scene of hostilities, as the stoppage of 
tiade would of course continue, I am afraid many now opulent 
meichants of Bombay and Surat would be reduced to infinite 
distress, besides a very considerable loss that must ensue tp you by 
the failure of customs.? 


On the 10th June 1776 the Board signed a letter to the Resident 
at Karanja m which they advised him that in consequence o8 a 
ieference to the Governor General and Council ae late treaty, 
they had determined that the islands of Salsette, Karanja, Hog and 
Elepbanta should remain for ever in possession of the Honourable 
Company. They therefore directed that this circumstance should 
be made known to the inhabitants in the most public manner 
and acquainted him of the standing orders they had ‘established in 
their Consultation of the 15th ultimo.8 


In 1776 the Court write (5th April) to the Bombay Government: 
Since it becomes you continually to have a vigilant cye upon such 
powers as from their situation and disposition may at any time 


«? Letter from Mr Wilham Tayler to the Hon. Mr Warren Hastings Governor General 
of Indw, Calcutta 9th Oct 1775, Secret and Polttical Diary 16 of 1776, 602-6521, 
Forrest’s Maratha Series, I. Pt, 11. 248 - 268; Hist, Acct. of Bombay (1781), 2-10, 

2 Letter from Mr Wilham Tayler to the Court, Calcutta 20th Jan. 1776, Secret and 
Political Diary 17 of 1776, 250 - 251. 

5 Bom Gov. Consultation 10th Juno 1776, Pub, Diary 70 of 1776, 623, 
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« 

affect our interest, we trust that adue sense of your duty has 
always directed and will still continne to direct you heedially to" 
observe the public proceedings of the states around you, whether 
Natives or Europeans, and to endeavour to develope every machina- 
tion that may be forming against us reflectinfy on the very 
important station in which you are placed as guardians ot the 
commercial and political rights of the English nation in those parts 
committed to your government.! - 


Some months later, 1st December 1776, the following memorial 
from the European and country merchants of Bombay was addressed 
to the President and Council: Your Yuemorialisty beg leave to 
represent to your Honour the melangholy state to which tho trate 
of the island is now reduced. Your memorialists and others have 
many lakhs of rupees of goods now in warehouse totally unsaleable 
and love been. so for more than a twelvemonth past. This uinows 
state of affairs is occasioned by the entire stop put to all communis 
cation between this island amd the Maratha country by the present 
government at Poona. Your memotialists have for many months 
past flattered themselves that the communication would have bern 
pioperly opened in consequence of the late Treaty of Pence.’ ‘To 
their great disappointment and heavy loss they find the impedt- 
ments to the sale of every kind of goods far greater than before 
the ecssation of arms was proclaimed. Previous to that event the 

\bpona, gave ment stood so much in awe of the English power as 
to permit thar Vanjérds and merchants to carry away gools from 
Bombay. Sind tlat period they have forbidden the Vanjaérés and 
others to have Wiy dealings-er intercourse with the Enghsb, nor 
will they suffer English gootls to pass their chanhis-without paying 
such heavy duties as amount to a prohibition. In this alarming 
situation your memorialists do most earnestly entreat your Houour 
will be pleased to make such applications to the Poona government 
as may induce them to open the communication, agreeable to the 
tenor of the treaty of peace, and to encourage that free trade 
between this island and the Maratha country, which it has ever 
before enjoyed. Your memorialists doubt not your Honour will 
take intosyour most serious consideration the adopting such means 
as may prove speedy and effectual, as they are sensible it must be 
striking to you that should the same impediments continue but 
for a twelvemonth longer, the trade of this once flourishing island 
must be lost for years to come, to the very great detriment of the 
Company, ang to the betal ruin of many individuals? 


On receipt of the above membrial the Board observe (Alth 
December 1776): A memorial is now delivered in by the principal 
European and country merchants representing in the most affecting 
terms the melancholy state to which? the trade of this settlement is 
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reduced owing to the almost total stoppage of communication with 
the Maratha country by the present Poona government, and 
reyucsting our speedy interference to endeavour to remedy this 
alarming evil which threatens rum to so many individuals. Being 
thoroughly sensible of the justice of what is set forth in this memo- 
rial, and well convinced of the destructive consequences which 
must ensue if this obstruction to our trade is not soon removed, of 
which the Tlonourable Company will likewise severcly feel the 
clects in their sales and customs, it is resolved immediately to sehd 
a copy of this memorial to Colonel Upton and to recommend to 
Lim in the strongest teruy to insist upon the Poona government 
instantly giving the most effectual oiders for opening the commu- 
nication and in the same freeand unlimited manner as before the war. 
Jt is ordered likewise that a copy thereof be sent to the Governor 
General and Council with our next advices and that it be represented 
how inconsistent this conduct of the ministers is with their profes- 
sions of ainity and good inclination towards the English and how 
contrat y to the true spirit and meaning of the late treaty.! 


On the {th July 1777 the Court of Directors write to Bombay: 
We herewith transmit the copy of a memorial very lately received 
fiom one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State respecting 
a formal complaint that had been made to the British Ambassador 
at the Ottowan Porte against a trade carried on to Suez in the Red 
Sea by several persons residing in India under our protection. 
Having also received private intelligence that several vessels are 
now in Suez and others expected from India, which have imported 
aud will impoit very considerable quantities of piece-goods and 
other valuable commodities, the produce and manufacture of India, 
for which we ae informed a return is frade in merchandise, we 
cannot but be justly alarmed at a trade of this nature which in its 
consequences may not only involve the British nation in disputes 
with the Sublime Porte but be highly prejudicial, to the tradg of 
the East India Company here. We have therefore taken this 
inutter into our most serious consideration, and we do hereby 
positively prohibit all British subjects in India, whether employed 
in OUF service or remaining there under our license, from tradihg 
in the Red Sea to any other ports than Jidda and Mokha. You are 
to sionify in the mest public manner at your presidency, that if 
any British subjects as before mentioned shall act in violation of 
our orders, they will not only incur our highest displeasure, but as 
such orders will be communicated by us to the King’s Ministers 
here and by them most likely te the British Ambassador at Con- 
stantinople, it is more than probable that whatever cargoes» may be 
henceforward sent from India and imported at Suez, will be 
immediately confiscated. At the same time we shall take every 
step that the Company may be secured in the privilege of passing 
the despatches under their seal to and from the East Indies by the 
way of Suez, and that all vessels conveying such despatches and 
furnished with the Company’s passport, be suffered to enter that 
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Chapter I. port and remain there without molestation, provided they have 
History. no goods or merchandise on board for carrying qn any kind of. 
traffic. Ib will be therefore necessary for you immediatly to 
Seni Route | signify the same to the commanders and officers of such vessels 
ii77..—«-~S*«WeSpectively, and. we hereby direct that you take effectual means to 


prevent the shipping of any goods or merchandise thereon.* 


On the 4th July 1777 to limit the jndependent action of the 
President the Court ordered: The business to be transacted with 
the country powers must be done by, the Board, and the opinion of 
the majority is to be adhered to in all cases, They continue: Tho 
correspondence with the country powef%s is to be carried on in the 
name of the Chief atone. But no lejter is to be sent away by hum 
until approved by the Board, and the answers as well as all letters 
that may be received from the country powers are to be laid 
immediately before the Board? 


The French and At a Consultation of the Select Committee, the 7th May 1777, the 
the Poona Committee observe: As thos proceedings of the French with the 
a a Poona government may be attended with the most serious conse- 
: quences to the interest of the Honourable Company, it is ordered 
that immediate advice thereof according to the intelligence we have 
received be transmitted to England and to the Governor Gencral 

and Council, Resolved also that the same intelligence be commu- 
nicated to the Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s ships, and that 

he be requested to brmg round the squadron as early as he posubly 

can, as we think their appearance here cannot fail having a good 

effect on the conduct of the Poona government and may possibly 

deter the French from attempts which the present very weak state 

of our military establishnent might otherwise tempt them to 
undertake. We cannot but be equally alarmed with the prospect 
however remote of the French obtaining an establishment at Chaul 

or any other port so immediately in our neighbourhood. Should 

this proye to be Monsieur St. Lubein’s scheme the bad consequences 

of his success cannot be too much dreaded. Great injury to the 
commerce of Great Britain and inevitable ruin to the trade of this 
sejilemext would be the first and certain effects, exclusive of the 
advantages such an establishment would afford in case of a national 

war. Much therefore, in our opinion, should be hazarded to subvert 

their scheme, whether on further intelligence it should prove to be 
directed to views of commerce only or to the forming a treaty of 
alliance with the Poona government. Circumstanced as we ac we 

must wait for instructions from the Governor General and Council 

and in the meantime it is agreed to direct Mr. Mostyn to expostulate 

with tle ministers on the impropriety of their giving such an 
encouragement to the French, our natural enemies, after the peace 

so lately concluded by Colonel Upton, and to demand from them 

the nature and design of their negotiation with Monsieur St. Lubein. 
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We think it will be also proper to instruct Mr. Mostyn to endeavour 
to excite their jealousy of the French by representing the ambitious 
views and encroaching disposition of that nation and their attach- 
iment and engagements to Haidar Ali, and, at the same time, to 
make it his study himself to preserve the most amicable intercourse 
with the Darbir. The dangers which may be apprehended from 
the intrigues of the Frengh at the Darbér and their settling so 
near us, and the present very weak state of our military force must 
be pointed out to the Governor General and Council, and it nist 
L& submitted to them how far it is expedient to let us remain any 
longer in our present defenceless state while the French aro 
continually sending ships to this coast. 


Tn agreement with this decision the following letter. dated 
Bonibay 10th May 1777, was addressed to the Governor Geneial 
and Connell at Fort William: Having lately received from 
Ma. Mostyn some very alarming accounts of the proceedings of 
the French with the Poona governmeut, we think it our special 
duty to lose no time in transmitting you-eopies of his letters, that 
you may take what measures you may judge proper for guarding 
against the bad consequences which must ensue from too close 
a connection between those powers If the French suecced in 
obtaining the.port of Chaul, or any other port so immediately in 
our neighbourhood, it will totally 1uin the Company’s tirade at this 
settlement and materially injure the commerce of Great Britain, 
exclusive of the advantage such an establishment would afford them 
in case of a national war. Much therefore in our opinion ought to 
le hazaided to subvert their scheme, whether on further intelligence 
it should prove to be directed to views of trade only or fo the forming 
a treaty of alliance with the Poona government. We have only 
considered ourselves authorised to direct Mr. Mostyn to expostulate 
with the ministers on the impropriety of their giving encourage- 
ment to our natural enemies after the peace so lately concluded by 
Colonel Upton and to demand from them the nature and design of 
Monsieur St. Lubein’s deputation. We have also instructed 
Mr Mostyn to endeavour to excite their jealousy by representing 
the ambitious views and encroaching disposition of the nation, anil 
their attachinent to Haidar Ali, and at the same time to make it 
his study himself to preserve the most amicable correspondence 
with the Darbar. Mr, Mostyn will by our direction continue to 
keep you constantly and fully advised of such of their proceedings 
as ay come to his knowledge. Whilst we have such, reasons for 
suspicion of the designs of the French we beg leave to submit to 
your judgment how far it is expedient we should remain’ in our 
present defenceless state. The enclosed return will show you the 
great diminution of our European corps and until the dispute with 
America is subsided we have no reason to expect any considerable 
recruit from England. At any rate it is good to be prepared 
against every event, and the appearance of a respectable force will 
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at least have a good effect on the conduct of the Poona government, 
and may deter the French from designs which our weakness might 
otherwise tempt them to undertake. From the same motives, 
and as they have had lately several ships of force upon this coast, 
we have applied to Sir Edward Hughes or his sucefssor in command, 
to bring round His Majesty's squadron to Bombay as early as he 
possibly can,! 

On the 19th May 1777 Mr. Mostyn writes from Poona to the 
President and Members of the Select Committee at Bombay: On 
the 8th instant at his audience of the Peshwa, at which the principal 
ministers were present, the Chevalie? St. Lubein delivered his 
credentials, being letters from the King and Ministers of France, 
and made a present. I cannot help observing the difference of his 
reception and mine on this occasion. Sakhdrfém Bdpu and Néna 
Fadnis going without the tent walls to receive him ag he alighted 
from an elephant the Darbar had supplied him, and introducing 
him into the Darbar, while ghey only sent Madhavrao Jidhavrao 
and Baépu Pant to receive and introduce me, Indeed, in every. 
respect, the ministers pay the greatest attention to the French. 
Your Honour may depend on my continuing to exert my endeavours 
not “only to penetrate into the true object of Mons. St. Lubein’s 
deputation, but also to prevent his carrying any, schemes into’ 
execution to the prejudice of my Honourable Employers. His reat 
view is undoubtedly to obtain a port on the coast in the Maratha 
dominions and a factory at Poona. In several conversations I have 
had with the ministers, I have always endeavoured to excite the 
jealousy of the Darbir by representing ‘to them the ambitious 
disposition of the French.’ So ‘long since as the dth April 
represented to Midhavrio Jddhavrao, one of the people appointed 
by the ministers to transact our business with the Darbér, the 
impropriety of their permitting the French to send an ambassado 
to this Darbér. That I doubted if they eonsidered the ill consequences 
which right attend thig conduct. That I was well assured thé 
French had not only this year sounded the harbours of Koldba and’ 
Chaul,-hut last year that of Gheria. This, in my opinion, notwith~ 
sthnding,any professions of friendships they might make, clearly. 
pointed out their views to be on one of those ports. I desired hiny 
to make a proper representation of the matter to the Darbdr, ‘that 
they might not hereafter blame us for failing to give them a timely, 
caution, I at the same time mentioned to Madhavrao the connection 
between the French aad Haidar.® - 


Ata Consultation of the Select Committee, the 10th October 1777, 
the Pitsident the Honourable Mr. Hornby read the following 
minute on the present sitiation of Maratha affairs: It is obvious 
that all the country adjacent to Bombay derives an additional 
value from its situation adjoining to a capital city. Among’ the 


27%he Governor and Couneil at Bombay to the Governor General and Council at Fors 
Wilham, dated Bombay 10th May 3777, tecret and Political Diary 18 of 1777, 84 - 85. 
Forrest’s Maratha Semes, I. Pt. 11. 229 ‘ ' f ie 8 
2 Boni. Gov, Select Commuittee’s Diary 23rd May 1777, Secret and Political 
Diary }6-0l 1777, 90-91. Forrest’s Maratha Series, I. Pt, II, 288 «239, 5 


Materials}. 
-AND ISLAND. 412 


inhabitants of Bombay are many men of considerable property 
cithor themselves traders, or concerned in some of those occupations 
to which a large import and export trade gives rise. The number 
of Christians Musalmans and Pdérsis who are not restrained to the 
abstemiousness of’ the Hindu is late. Besides these there is an 
European garrison, many families, a fleet of European seamen, and 
a reat resort of shipping. | These circumstances combine to create 
in Bombay a brisk demand for the necessaries of life, for all which 
Bombay must entirely depend pn the neighbouring country which 
produces only a little rice and some cocoanuts. It is this Bombay 
demand which increases the value not only of all-lands of the 
Mai dthds immediately contiguous to Bombay, but for a considerable 
distance round it, ‘I'he late disturbances prove this, for when the 
zamindirs demanded their rents the rayats pleaded the impossibility 
of paying, for want of a vend for the produce of their farms, and 
their distress was so evident that the Governor of Bassein permitted 
several boats to come to Bombay though under stringent orders to 
the contrary. The Mardthés know that-if the English should 
become possessed of Bassein, its territory, together with Sdlsette 
anil Karanja, might with due management be made to produce 
sufficient for all the purposes of Bombay , therefore by alienating 
lands contiguous to it they not only give up so much actual revenue, 
but lessen the value of what remains, as, no doubt, if their own are 
sufficient, the English will give every encouragement to imports 
fiom their own in order to induce industry and cultivation and there- 
by increase their rents, Besides these economical considerations the 
Marithas have political reasons of much greater force. When (1737) 
the destruction of the Moghal Empire by-the invasion of Nadir Shah 
tempted the Maréthds to issue fiom their hills and establish theim- 
selves by conquest, the policy of Béjirao naturally suggested to 
him first to secure himself on the west. .This he did by the 
reduction of Gujardt, the Konkan, and other districts they still 
possess. It was their perfect security on the wess of India that 
contributed to render the Mardthds so long the scourge and dread 
of the east. Every sepoy could with safety join their army, and 
proceed to the desolation of other coyntries, while every thing they 
held dear and sacred remained secure and unapprehensive &t home, 
For a considerable time after the Mardthas had established their 
empire, the English resided in India merely as merchants. In that 
light alone the Mardthds regarded the English,’ But when the 
Marathés beheld the English “possessed of large territories formerly 
subject to a chauth, and connected with powers, who,” guarded by 
the English alliance refused also to pay, and even repelled Maratha 
invasions by force, they plainly | sales that sither they must 
entirely relinquish all thoughts of chawth, or at some period expect 
to be embroiled with the English. From the open situation of the 
English territories on the east of Hindustdn, the Mardthés possess 
in its full force the advantage of ravaging with large bodies of 
horse knowing the difficulty to the English of entering the Maratha 
country with an army from that side, and that a large part of the 
English forces must always be kept at home for the defence of 
their own exposed possessions, the annual collections of which form 
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the great resources of the Company. The Mardthds are little 
apprehensive of molestatiun from the eastward. It is from the 
west alone that a check can be put on Mardtha incursions. If once 
a formidable power was established on their west connected with 
the Company’s interests in the east, the Poona Darbar must bid 
adieu te all thoughts of farther inroads inta Bengal. The forces 
which would be -requisite would be but barcly sufficient to defend 
their own pussessions. They could not with prudence issue to the 
plunder of other countries, while their ewn houses and families, 
and the collected riches acquiréd by former invasions, lay subject 
to the retaliation of a great western power. In its present situation 
the Bombay Presidency is by no means an object of alarm. The 
troops which could be spared from the defence of tho several 
garrisons could amount $0 no very considerable force, and in its 
unconnected state the most they could effect would be to ravage the 
Konkan on which the Maraéthés have but a small dependence. On 
the east the Ghits form a barrier preventing the approach of the 
English to Poona, -The trifiimgeffects of the Bombay troops would 
then by no means be adequate to the different ills the Company must 
sustain by hostilities with the Maréthds. Therefore whatever might 
happen with the English in the east of Hindustén, the Mardthas 
trusted their own interests would keep the English quiet in the west. 
For these reasons the Poona Darbér has everguarded witha watchful 
eye against the most minute accession of territory on the Bombay 
side, rightly judging that without an adequate revenue to defiay the 
charge af it the Campany would never maintain any respectablo 
force there merely for a contingent occasion. We have always 
found the Mardthés mosteparticularly careful to prevent such 
accession adjacent to Bombay, partly for the economical reasons 
before assigned, partly because by affording Bombay an ample 
supply of provisions, such possessions would avert one af those 
distresses, to which hostilities would subject Bombay. From the 
rivers adjacent t® Bassein is braught great part of the timber for 
Bombay marine and other works, which, by preventing the repairs 
of shipping, strikes at the root of Bombay trade The immediate 
territory’of Bassein being defended on three sides by water, and on 
the fourth easily made impenetrable, the Mardthis, in case of 
misunderstanding, could also lose the natural advantages they possess 
in an open country of ravdging it with their horse. All these, it must 
be confessed, were forcible motives with the ministers to withhold 
Baseein from the Company. We therefore can never sufficiently 
regret that they did withhold it, mgro especially as in thove cessions 
which probably Colonel Upton was taught to consider as an 
equivalent for his acquiescence in relinquishing this favourite point, 
it is clearly evident that the ministers had as much in_view the 
interests of their state as they had of depriving the English of 
Bassein.' The force of the Maratha empire dépends solely on the 
union of its constituent members. This union again depends solely 
ou the degree of effectual power lodged in the Poona government 
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Althongh by the dissipation of their family treasure, and by the 
natural decrease of their provinces it would require a length of time 
and much good management to restore the power of the Peshwa to 
that degree that is reqmsite for reunion of the force of the empire, 
yet if we were to reinstate Réghtoba to the unrestricted mghts of 
the Peshwdéship, and to support him, it would be laying the 
foundation of a power that night in time be dangerous to ourselves. 
To prevent this, therefore, it seemsto me expedient that the Gdéik war, 
tne Bhosle, Holkar, and Sindia should of right under our guarantee 
he established in what they now in fact are. I mean they should 
be confirmed in the independent possession of their several dominions, 
and these dommions should be rendered hereditary without any 
pretence of interference on thd part of the Poona Darbér. Itscems 
to me so clearly the views and interests of the jécirdars to obtain 
this point, that I cannot think they would hesitate a moment to 
accede to any plan of accommodation founded on this basis, to 
which we were to be guarantees, more especially as they must 
kiuow that we also are much interested to-keep the powers of the 
Poona Darbdr under due limitations, and would therefore rigidly 
maintain the terms of the guarantee. The Bréhmans would no 
doubt be averse from this mode of accommodation. But if once 
we can gain over the jdgirdérs, the Brdhmans must know their 
objections would be fruitless, and they must be compelled to 
acquiesce, 


The advantages of such a settlement seem +o me too obvious 
to need much comment. It would resettle the Maratha country 
without restoring the empire. To turn from fact to speculation 
Imay venture to observe that as the characters and manners 
of men greatly depend on the goverriment they live under, 
so when they find it will answer no purpose to commit their former 
depredations, the Maréthds may be converted from a destructive 
life of indolent marauding to cultivation and the other arts of 
peace. This by increasing the Maratha populatidn would greatly 
increase the staple trade of Great Britain, the different articles of 
which are necessaries of life to them. It would also tend, to enrich 
the provinces of Bengal by a consumption of many of its manuiac- 
tures, the vend for which is totally gone to decay in these last ten 
or fifteen years during which their feuds have subsisted with 
violence Whatever may be determined with respect to this general 
plan, I would by no means neglect the third point which is to form 
an effectual check from the Bombay side,on the Poona Darbar, 
should any future concurrence of circumstances give us apprehen- 
sions from them.! 

* On the 7th December 1777 the Governor and Council at Bombay 
wrote to the Governor Geneial and Council at, Fort William: We 
are much pleased to find that our letter of the 10th of May has 
eacited your attention to the state of our forces. Our establishment 
as last settled by the Company consists of one battalion of artillery 


1 Bom. Gov. Select Committee’s Diary, 10th Oct. 1777, Secrc&é& and Politival 
Diary 18 of 1777, 168 170. » : 


Chapter I. 
History. 


Bombay and 
, the Marathas, 
Li7, 


Bombay 
Garnson, 


1777. 


Chapter I. 
Mistovy. 
Bombay 
Carnson, 


M777. 


Ghodbandar 
Dam and 
Reclamation, 
1778, 


[Bistoriaal 
414 BOMBAY TOWN 


of four companies, two latiahons of European infantry, six battaliona 
of sepoys, arid a corps of 500 sepoy marines for the sdrvice of or 
cruizers. Since our late acquisitions it 1s become very necessary, 
and we have accordingly recommended it to the Company to augment 
our European corps. The enclosed general return will shew the 
disposition of this force and how greatly deficient the Europeau 
battalions are of their proper complement, which we bave no means 
or prospect of completing. NotwithStanding we give cvery 
encouragement it is very difficult to raise good sepoys on this coast, 
When any occasion may make it expedient to augment our forces, 
it will require so much time to raise and discipline a further 
nuniber of sepoys so as in the least degree to be considered effective 
troops, that it will be much better i every respect to send usa 
reinforcement of disciplined sepoys if Europeans cannot be spared. 
Such being the state of our forces, you will readily comprehend our 
inability to co-operate, with the other Presidencies in case of an 
attack upon either of them, and that in the event of an European 
war, the safety of this place ‘tan no otherwise be secured than by 
having a superior fleet, or a proper garrison im actual readiness to. 
repel an enemy. That this our present force is by no means equal 
to we can have no doubt. In case of a national war with tho 
French, from the excellence of the harbour and the convenience of 
the docks, Bombay would be the first object of their attempts in 
India, The arrival of the French fleet otf the port in the month of 
August or September, being the best scason fora quick run from 
the islands, mght probably bring us the first notice of their inten- 
tions and neither give us time to receive succow's fiom such a 
distance as Bengal and Madras, nor for any diversion to be made 
in our favour. We have thus according to our duty and yoar 
desire laid before you a statement of our military force, and of our 
means of defence, It will rest with you, gentlemen, to put into our 
hands resources equal to our exigencics, and to the importance of 
the Company’s passessions in this quarter.! 


In addition to fears of the French and troubles with the Mar4- 
thas the records of this time contain references to schemes fog 
improving Sdlsette by damming out the sea from the low il 
lands and by encouraging the settlement of Parsi families, On the 
20th January 1778 Captain D, Spaeth made the following proposals 
for a large reclamation mear Ghodbandar: In obedicnce to an order 
received some time past, directing me to survey and estimate the 
expefise of dammme a piece of ground which Rangéji Rémset, the 
present farmet of Ghodbandar and Kashi proposed to enclose, and 
likewise to point out what quantity of ground would be rendered 
useful for cultivation in consequence of such adam being male, 
the accompanying plan is submitted. I have at the same time 
made and annexed a project with an estimate of the expense that 
will be attended by constructing a dam of masonry across 
the creck with a sluice that it may remain navigable as it now is. 


i Bombay Govornment to the Goverygor General and Council at Kort Wilham jth 
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By this estimate the expense may at first seem considerable, but the 
‘advantage that would accrue by it will very soon indemmify that 
expense as will appear. A square picce of ground that measures 
twonty rod each way (country measure) the rod being eight feet 
nine miches long? will produce, When good arable soil, two moruhs 
hatty. This area of ground contains 8403 square yards, The new 
dam will enclose ground to the following extent from the back part 
of GhodLandar hill till close to Mirah village and thence westward 
as far as the dam marked in the plan Mon-plaisir. Several con- 
siderable encroachments of good ground on the east side of Bhdyndar 
plain will be regained. Eastward the ground which the spring 
tides lay waste extends in one place to the very foot of the hills 
and in several other places lehves but a narrow space cultivable 
along the chain of these hills. The ground that will be actually 
enclosed by the new dam will at the least computation amount to 
5,980,000 square yards. Supposing as aforementioned that 3103 
syuare yards yield two morahs of batty, then the product of the 
whole will bing 2986 morahs. Adniittiag that half this sum Le 
deducted to make allowance for the different‘channels of the ereek 
and the part of Ghodbandar which requires a time of several years 
before it can be rendered cultivable, there remain 1493 morahs that 
by the improvement of this district in making the proposed dam 
will be acquired, Exclusive of this much will be gained by actual 
batty fields which are yearly overflown in some parts or other by 
accidents occasioned by the breaking in of dams, and wherever that 
happens those batty fields that are overflowed for one spring are 
rendered useless for that season. Another consideration is that 
a great part of ground which at presont produces black batty will, 
when the inundation is prevented, change to white. The care and 
attention which the people must give every spring, especially on 
high springs, will be much eased when the new dam is perfected, as 
it will then render upwards of 6} miles dam useless, which now 
they are obhged to watch though too few in namber to prevent 
accidents when the tides run very high and when any part 1s 
earzied away by the impetuosity of the flood and often rendered 
impracticable to be repaired without great trouble and labour, 
Then they have recourse to a remedy which is by giving up a 
pieee of sround to make a dam within and distant from the damaged 
one which may be observed by the plan of the survey, by which 
means the inundation makes a gradual progress which must have 
rouch increased since the time of the Portuguese, and the watcr 
gains force as it comes near, the cross dam that joing Kashi with 
Bhdyndar plain owing to its ground bemg three feet lower in that 
part than it is by the banks of the river Another advantage 
which deserves to be noticed that will proceed from the new dam 
is this: ‘Lhe length of the road from Ghodbandar to Bhdyndar post 
frequented in thedry season is 44 miles. When the dam is made 
that distance will be reduced to 24 mules, that is: nearly half. 
*Conscquently a reciprocal assistance can be given much sooner to 
any of the two posta. ~I have already observed that the banks of 
the river lie much higher than the ground ncar the cross dam which 
joins Kashi and Bhdyndar plain together. This proportion remains 
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much the same with the inland part all along the river from 
Ghodbandar to Dhardévi, afew places only excepted, I think it’ 
therefore not practicable to effect the entire exclusion of the water 
which now overflows nearly or perhaps the best half of that exten. 


sive plain. Provided it be no difficult matter on the side of Vesiva 


to stop the inundation from thence, the most considerable or useful 
of the creeks might be secured with a lock which by its reservoir has 
that property that boats could go in or obt without being subjcct 
to the tides. The method which the farmer means to pursue in 
making the dam and stopping up the éreek will, I apprehend, be such 
as will scarcely answer his own time, « When the land is again to 
pass into the Company’s hands then the same operations to secre 
it perfectly which are now wanted will become necessary. He 
means to stop the creek by sinking two old boats. This should 
serve only for the preparatory part and would very much facilitate 
the perfecting of a good dam. ‘The mud dam across the inundated 
ground would be made agreeable to their wonted custom, which is 
by digging up the mud close ‘underneath where they form the dam. 
This ditch they dig on the outside of the dam which weakens it so 
much that it is immediately subject to perpetual repairs. This 
method adds force to the water to act upon it with better success 
to destroy it again I, on the contrary, intend that the dai should 
be made mostly of ground taken from the heights on the back of 
Ghodbandar hill. The mud used should be dug out in narrow 
trenches a6 distances and that from within the dam in a perpendi- 
cular direction to it, not suffering their joining the dam by twice 
the breadth of its depth. Should it be thought proper that this 
work be executed on the Company’s account, then the battery on 
the southward close by Charni village, which was raised by the 
Marathdés of square Dongri cut stones not laid in chunam, which 
are in great number, would serve to @ very good purpose for the 
facing of the intended wall dam, The ball (wal!) plank which as I 
believe in the land paymaster’s carpenter’s yard, would lkewise 
facilitate the making of the temporary dam across the creek ! 


At a Consultation, the 25th March 1778, the principal ongineer’s 
repert of fhe dam and sluice at Ghodbandar being laid before them 
the Board’ take it under consideration, together with Captain 
Spaeth’s letter and plan. It is unanimously agreed that carrying 
this work into execution will be attended with much benefit to the 
Honourable Company. It is therefore resolved to give orders for 
its being immediately Degun and completed with all expedition. 
The Board add: As it will be necessary to make some previous 
agreemené with the farmer of Ghodbandar respecting the lands that 
will be recovered by means of this work, the Chief and factors at 
Thana must make the necessary settlament.? After correspondence 
as the farmer refused to give more than one-eighth of the additional 
outturn, Government decided (21st December 1778) to keepin their 
own hands the additional area made fit for cultivation.* 


Sea A a 
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Another question regarding the administration of Silsette which 
eccupied the attention of the Government of Bombay at this 
time, was the absence of merease of population under British 
management The question was brought to the front m a letter 
of the Directors, dated 4th July 1777) complaining of the large 
uncultivared share of Sdlsette and suggesting that the very indus- 
trons and qmet people the Parsis be encouraged to settle. The 
Bombay Government ordered (7th October 1778) that pubhe notice 
be given to Pérsis promising the most advantageous terms to settlers 
in Sdlsette and that through the Chief and Council in Swat these 
notices should be published in Navséai, Gandevi, and Balsdr, as 
well as in Bombay and in Karanja? On the 11th November the 
Chief at Théua replies that suqh offers had already (2nd Novem- 
ber 1776) been made with great liberality and overy publicity. 
They point out that all the Silsette villages are now farmed and 
to bring in fiesh cultivators with special exemptions would involve 
a breach of contract with the farmer and a loss of revenue.® 
Government accept this explanation (35th November 1778). They 
ode: when villages fall in by the insolvency of farmers or other 
causes they be kept in the Company’s hands and disposed of in 
such a manner as to increase the population.* 


At a Consultation of the 29th October 1778 is recorded a letter 
from the Resident at Karanja dated the same day, forwarding the 
books of that Residency for the year ending 30th April 1777 and 
acquaintimg the Bombay Council that agieeable to their directions 
he had put the island of Elephanta up to public outery and 
granted a fresh lease for Rs, 716.° 


At a Consultation on the 25th March 1778 the Board notice 
that a certificate had been laid before them the last Council day that 
Ensign Hierne was duly qualified to receive the additional allowance 
for speaking the country language ; that they had deferred granting 
the certificate judging from the short time he had been in India 
that Ensign Hierne could not have attained a competent knowledge , 
that as a letter was now presented by Mf#, J. Sibbald, the gentleman 
we appointed for the examination of officers in the country language, 
representing that Ensign Iierne had made extraordinary pwofi- 
ciency’, 1b 18 agreed that the allowance be made from tie term of 
nine months after his arrival in India. The Board continues: As 
th. must be a disagreeable service for any person-singly 26 is 
resolved that a Committee be appointed for the cxamination of 
officers in the country language, and that this committce consist 
of Mr, J. Sibbald, Mr. Leyis Corkran, and Lieut. Kerr. A 
certificate being now laid before us that Ensign Abrabam, Maximil- 
han Richardson is duly qualified in the country language, ordered 
that he be paid the usual alloyvance.® 


TPuble Dept Court’s Letters Vol. 9 of 1772-1777, 348. 

2 Bor, Gov. Consultation 7th Oct. 1778, Pub Diary 74 of 1778, 708 - 709. 

3 ‘The Chief and factors at Thana to Bombay 1!th Nov, 1778. Sec, Inward Letter Book 
81 of 1778, 355 - 357, 4 Pubhe Diary 74 of 1778, 844 - 845. 
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. A Consuifation of the 17th June 1778 passed the following resolu- 
tion on the subject of the levy of eystoms on Bassein guvds passing 

Thana. It is resolved that all goods passing Thana from Bassem ad 
the continent shall pay full customs at Thana, and free certificates be 
given to the proprietors on produciug which at Yombay only hulf 
customs will be collected at our custom house. Similarly, all goods 
from Bombay to Bassein and the continent, on producing a certi- 
ficate of having paid the full customs at Lombay will be charged only 
half customs at Thana, By this change the Honourable Company 
will be secure of their full customs and the merehant be rchevwd 
three per cent. It is further resolved that the usual duties be again 
laid on timber grain. and other articfs at Thana, as it is made 
clearly to appear that the giving them up has not been attended 
with any manner of benefit to the public 


On the question of goods brought on forcign ships to Bombay the 
Court of Directors wrote on the {th March 1778. As you seem 
convinced that a prohibition would not prevent foreign ships lund- 
ing their cargoes in your weighbourhood, that if this were done 
your markets would be affected in the same degreo as though the 
foreign goods were landed at Bombay, and that in such case we 
should lose the amount of our import duties, we have the less 
objection to your permitting foreign cargoes to be landed at 
Bombay, relying on your prudence to prevent any detriment 
happening to individuals in our service or enjoying our license? 

At a Consultation, the 28th October 1778, the Bombay Council 
directed this order to be sent to the customs master for his guidance. 
At the same time fhey add: As it is cerfainly a hardship on our 
merchants for foreigners to he perthitted to trade on equal terms; 
resolved that an additional duty of three per cent be levied on 
all staples landed at this place from foreign bottoms This we 
think will not deter foreign ships landing thar cargoes here and ig 
but an adequate compensation for their having the benefit of this 
market.5 e 


On the Ist May 1778 the Bombay Council direct: The most 


« public notice must be given at this, place and subordinate scttle- 


ments of fhe Company’s orders respecting the trade to Sucz and 


every mea$ure in our power will be pursued to ‘put an effectual 
stop to that trade. 


Six monthis later (28th October 1778) the Bumbay Council ayain 
direct: The further prohibition respecting the Suez trade must be 
madé known in the most public manner at this Presidency and its 
dependencies." We do not think the obtaining permission for 
packets keing forwarded from India by the Suez route is very 
material, as we have ever hitherto found it a very tedious con- 
veyance. On the other hand, it will bo of the utmost importance if 
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the Honourable Company can forward packets from Fngland by 
way of Suez as there being no quarantine and as the vessels come 
uver from the Red Sva in the time of the monsoon, the packets are 
reeived with inercdible despatch. Of this we can give no better 
instance than that on the 1Sth of this month (October) we received 
«nm aceount from Europe of so late a date as the 25th of July. Nor 
need the probibition against our vessels going to Suez deter the 
Company from sending their packets as Mr. Baldwin can get boats 
at Suez to transport the packets by an easy and safe navigation 
to Jidda or Mokha where they will generally meet with shipping 
f.ou India in the months of June July and August.! 


As revards the action of the Bombay Government in the thorny 
question of their negotiations With Rachoba in a letter of 4th July 
7c the Court of Directors write: Although we cannot but agree 
to the protection you have given to Réghoba, considering the con- 
nection you have had with him by which we must suppose the 
Cowpany have been benefited, yet we are under some apprehensions 
that the Mardthis will think this prottction a breach of the treaty 
entered into with them by Colonel Upton. For though that treaty 
is nct upon the whole so agreeable to us as we could wish, still we are 
resolved strictly to adhere to it. You must therefore be particularly 
vicilant, whilst Raghoba is with you, to prevent him forming 
any plan against what iscalled the ministerial party at Poona, And 
we lerehy positively order you to engage with him in no scheme 
whatever for retrieving his aflairs without the consent of the Gov- 
ernor General and Council or the Court of Directors, At the same 
time we think common humanity will warrant us in giving you 
orders to protect Réghoba’s person from violence if any such attempt, 
should be made by the partisans of the ministers.? : 


In the following year (7th May 1778) the Court continue: Our 
Luter of the 4th of July 1777 gives you our sentiments aud instruc- 
tions concerning the protection afforded by you to Righoba. We 
have now only to direct that you continue to%govern yourelves 
accurding to the tenor of those instructions. That you may not be 
at a loss for our meaning respecting the personal safety of Réghoba, 
it is our positive order that he be gn no account compelléd to quit 
the island of Bombay and that you inform him in ourname that 
if he leaves the said island it shall be by his own free will and 
consent.§ - 


Tn the same year in their letter of 19th March 1778 the Court 
remark: We find the total amount of expenses incurred fn the 
expedition undertaken on behalf of Righoba, of taoney paid to 
him, and of money expended on his account stated by you at 
Rs. 22,29,652.4 
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Chapter I. In 1778 fhe Court appointed the following officers members of 
History. the Secret Committee at London and wrote to Bombay (10th April)! 
Having appointed George Womell Esquire, Chanmun of our 


bared oar N bogey Court, Wiliam James Esquire, our Deputy Chairman, and W, 
1773,"  Devaynes Esquire, to be a committee of secrecy, we hereby dnect 


that all orders and mstructions which you shall reccive from our 
said committee of secrecy be obseryed and obeyed with the saime 
punctuality and exactness as though they had been signed by 
thirteen or more members of the Court of Directors. And having 
also thought proper to appoint a Sefect Committee at Bombay for 
transacting all political military and naval affairs, and hkewise all 
such as may require secrecy, it is our order that the said Select 
Committee consist of W. Hornby® Esquire, our President and 
Governor or our President and Governor for the time being, Jobn 
Carnac Esquire, the second member of our Council or tle second 
member of our Council for the time being, Colonel Charles Everton, 
our Military Commander-in-Chief or our Military Commander-in- 
Chief for the time being, an& Daniel Draper Esquire, the fourth 
member of our Council or the fourth member of our Council for 
the time being. If our military eommander-in-chief shall at any 
time be absent from the Presidency then our order is that our 
President and the second and fourth members of our Council shall 
be a Select Committee for the purposes aforesaid during the abscnece 
of the commander-in-chief.! 


French Plot, On the 27th March 1779 the Bombay Government addresséd the 
78. following letter to,the Honourable the Secret Commutice of the 
Court of Directors: Upon the first notice of an approaching 
war with France, which wasteceived in June last, orders were given 
for our fortifications bein carried on with all possible vigour, and 
we have the pleasure to inform you that our works towards the sea 
are in great forwardness By the Royal Admiral now under 
despatch the plans and estimates ordered by the Honourable Court 
in their commands of the 19th March will be transmitted and a full 
reply sent thereto by the Governor and Council.” 


Freneh Factory In the same letter (27th March 1779) Government add: In our 
ith es address of ghe 29th December we advised our having taken possession 
, of the French Factory at Surat end seized the persons of the Consul 

and of every other Frenchman in that city. This step we doubt 

not from your commands of 31st August will be approved. We 

removed all the Frenchmen to Bombay except the Consul and his 

family whom we permitted to remainat Surat upon hisparole. Among 

the prisoners rémoved to Bombay was a priest who some time after 

his arrivat sent to inform the President that he had intelligence of 

au important nature to communicate Being accordingly examined 

he gave information which was confirthed by another of the prisoners 

that a plan had been concerted by Monsicur Briancourt, the French 


1 Court to Bombay 10th April 1778 paras 1-3, Pub Dep Court's Letters Vul 10 of 
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Consul, and Monsieur St. Lubem for bringing a body of Maidétha 
froops to seize and plunder the ety of Surat in which scheme they 
had enzaged some of the Nabob’s officers. A copy of the narrative of 
what was declared by the priest and the other prisoner Monsieur 
Charley al now wiits on you under No 40 The President observ- 
ing the most profound scereey immediately sent Mons. Charleval to 
Surat in hopes of his being able to find the box of papers mentioned 
im the narrative which contained the particulars of the conspiracy 
He, however, did not succeed and no further discovery has yct been 
made, though we have ottered a reward of Rs 10,000 and directed 
Mr, Boddam to trace this matter with all possible diligence. As it 
appeared very improper under such a surmise to perunt the Consul 
to remain any longer at Surat,*we bave remoyed him with hsfamily 
to the foit at Thina where we propose to keep them till they are 
sent to Europe ! 


On the risk of an alliance between the French and the Mardthas 
Mr Horsley, the representative of the Government of Bombay, 
addressed the following letter to the Governor General, dated 
Calcutta 2nd August 1779*- However contrary it may seem to the 
true interests of all partics among the Marathds to call in the 
French, yet there is hardly a country in the world whose history is 
come down to us that does not furnish more than one example of 
the absurd policy of introducing foreigners as the arbitrators of 
domestic quarrels, We know for certam that more than five years 
azo, before we had taken part in their civil wars, Righoba and the 
confederacy which opposed him hal each been applying to Bombay 
for assistance against the other. The Nizém and Haidar have 
Juth been courted and been engaged*in a greater or less degree 
ever since the death of M4dhaviao, the former by Ndna and his 
party and the latter by Raghoba and his friends, and have cach 
respectively made their advantage of their allies. ‘The same state 
of things, we may suppose, will lead to the same measures and 
surely not the less probably for the share we ‘have harl in the 
sae. The real military strength of the Mardtha empire and the 
forms of it aie at present in different hands, Raéghoba, the authority 
of whose name was never more evidently shown than in *the 
respect paid to it at the settlement as it was called of the government 
while he was a prisoner in the camp of his enemies, is at large 
and still maintaims his pretensions. ‘These circumstances alone, 
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I apprehend, constitute the same state of things o1 perhaps rather 
a worse anarchy than during the contest between Réghoba and 
the confederacy. Nana's is certainly the faction whose views are 
turned tothe French for assistance. Nana Fadnavis knows well 
that if we do not take arms against, him it is all he can expret, 
This will not answer his purpose. He wants active friende Fain 
against Haidar Na4na coull not support htmself with all the ord 
he could procure from the Nizam till Mahaddy: Sindia came to Ins 
assistance, and now Nindia seems Nana’s most formidable rival, 
The French come to India as th& enemics of the Enytish, but 
without establishments of their own eo support them. Mutual 
necessities may seem to Nina to form the basis of an alliance with 
them of mutual advantage. Nana may flatter himself that there 
is little present danger in the counection, that for the moment 
money may giatify the French, and in case they should continue 
too powerful to be slighted after they have served his purposes, 
that they may be satished with such possessions as he may asrist 
them to conquer from us.* These considerations induce me to 
believe that if the French have any considerable force at Mauntius,* 
it will certainly be at Chaul before the month of Scptember is 
past. Sir E. Hughes and the remforcement on board his fect may 
possibly arrive soon after if their destination 1s Bombay, but it 
is much more hkely that they will be as late as Decuuber or 
January. Should the French bring a force which with all the 
assistance they can procure from Nana and his influcnee they 
think equal to an attack on Bombay, this no doubt will be the first 
entoiprise they will undertake. I beheve it is certain they will 
mect with all the aid Nana can givethem. If an attack on Bombay 
seems beyond their strength, they will probably offer themselves as 
the allies of the Mardthds, and as the open and declared encinies of 
the English, soliciting at the same time such cessions as St Lubein 
desired to distress us and to procure as advantageous an establishment 
for themselves as-possible. That of the Mardtha party with which 
they connect themselves the objects are to ove1awe its competitors, 
to satisfy its allies on the easiest terms possible, and to eub tho 
English from whom at least no good oilices are to be expected. 
Yet I do suppose that, anless cofupelled to it by the last necessity, 
Nana himself will not desire to see a French army at Poona or in 
the heart of the Maratha empire. He will probably think that since 
his affairs oblige him to be connected with Suropeans, and whulet 
Enrqpeans, must be near neighbours to the Mardtha empire, it is aj 
point of good policy to fiave them so situated as to bea check upon{ 
each other, forming a double line betWeen the sea and the mouutains 
On this principle I should not be surprised to see Chaul and a 
considerable part of the Konkan opposite Bombay granted to tho! 
French as a permanent establishment, together with all else the 
might be able to conquer from us, Sdlsette and the other harbou 
islands must fall unless we can bring a body of troops into the fichd 
to fight a battle for them. And though the encmy might not tind 
themselves strong enough to form the siege of Bombay, yet, when 
once we were confined to Bombay island, we should certainly be 
put to considerable straits, and if the sca were nat open aurghb be 
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much distressed. In ease Nana should not be disposed to encourage 
the French to remam m the neighbourhood of Bumbay as a baruer 
between us and hin and as anally whose nearness to Poona nught 
serve to support his anthouty there, and in case tho force should 
not be such as to «eneou1age them tg form the siege of Bombay, 
the reductions of the harbour islands may perhaps seem too incon- 
siderable an object, and while Bombay still remamed in our hands, 
could not be of much beneit to them. It therefore appears to me 
likely that with the concurrence of their Maratha allies the French 
may turn thei views northwaia where Surat and Broach appear very 
desirable acquisitions, and if wn addition to these they are allowed, as 
ITmake no doubt they might be, to help themselves out of the 
Gakwar's share of Gujardt, they might, I think, with ease lay the 
foundation of a power in the West of India, which would bid 
fur to vie with any establishment of ours in the east. I must 
confess this seems to me the most eligible plan for them to act on, 
unless they could make sure of success in an attack on Bombay, 
in which case the rest of our possessiors on that side would follow 
of course But to take Bombay. I suppose, they must have a much 
gieater force than I can imagine they will brmg, whereas 4000 
mien and a good body of Mardtha cavalry would insure the 
execution of their attempts in Gujarét agaimst all the force we 
could of ourselves bring against them. If you, gentlemen, should 
be of opinion that there 1s a probability of circumstances like any 
of these I have supposed taking place, you will, I dare say, think it 
proper to take the necessary measures against them You will 
perceive that the first step to be taken and on the spot would be 
to form such countcr-alliances as mightDalance those of our enemies, 
whatevcr thers may be. We are certain.that at present we have 
no alliance on that side of India If any are to be now formed 
in oder to yuard against the probable desiyns of the French or in 
future if such designs should actually be carried into execution, 
soine extraordinary powers are 1n either case, I apprehend, equally 
necessay, and perhaps there may not*be any time to lose in 
de tcrmuning what those powers should be, on whom they should 
be conferred, and the rest of the very important poimts whych 
these questions would naturally bring under your consideration. 
Tain afraid we yet want a more detailed knowledge of the present 
strength, resources, interests, and views of the several Maratha 
chicts who are comprised under the general name of the Mardtha 
State. A peace concluded with a nominal minister may proye of 
little avail unless we are certain we are ffiends with those who 
ally form the strength of the’ nation. In case of the arrival of a 
French armament circumstances may occur which for want of this 
knowledge of detail will be entirely new tous and according to 
which 16 may be necessary somcbody or other should be empowered 
to act on the spot. Ihave considered this subject at large witha 
guod deal of attention and have formed some general ideas on it. 

3ut I would nét venture to say anything of this kan’ before 
you, unless I was called on for it, and now merely submit such 
general reflections on the stabe of gffairs on our side of India as 
duce ue to think that provision yet remains to be made for’ ovents 
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for which, if they do arrive, it will be of the utmost consequence to 
be prepared.! ; . 

On the 27th May-1779 the Court addressed the following lctter 
to Bombay on the improvement of marine charts: As we are 
desirous that every person under the Company’s protection conversant 
in naval affairs should co-operate with us in aiding the navigation 
to and from the east, we direct that you forthwith notify our 
intentions by public advertisement and that you order our master- 
attendant to take such other measures as shall appear to him 


expedient for making our pleasure°in this respect known. We 


shall order our supracargo in China to eend you annually a quantity 
of transparent paper for your master-attendant to deliver to such 
persons as may he inclined to furni@h copies of charts and plans 
already in their possessions. All this must be mentioned in your 
advertisement.” 

At a Consultation of the 28th July 1779 the following note is 
recorded: For some time frequent disputes have arisen between 
the Bréhmans and Goldsmiths respecting the mode of salutation 


termed namaskdy. This the Bidhmans allege the Goldsmiths have 


ho right to perform, and that the exercise of such a ceremony by 
the Goldsmiths is a breach and profanation of the rites of the Genta 
religion. As repeated complamts have been made to the British 
Government by, the Brdhmans, and as the Peshwds also have 
several times written to the President requesting the Goldsmiths 
may be forbidden the use of the namaskér; Resolved that the 
Brahmans have regson in their complaint, and as the matter does 
not concern the Company, the Peshwa be moved to forbid to the 
Goldsmiths the use of the Bedhmah salutation namashkar3 


On the 20th Decembe? 1779 the Chief and factors write from 
Théna. Different people who have been sent to the other side for 
that purpose bring intelligence that several thousand troops are 
come down to Bassein, Mahuli, Kalydn, Panvel, and Beldpur with 
the design of invading Sglsette Two methods occur to us to pre- 
vent the intended invasion. That your Honour send us well armed 
boats conymanded by Lieutenants of the marine to lie off Balkhum 
(thtee milgs north-east of Thana) and Belipur, which might prevent 
any boats of the enemy coming near the island. The other method 
is to send us as many troops as your Honour can spare, at least six 
companies. These we would station one division at Balkhum, thi 
other below Thana Ghodbandar and Dhdrévi. We think thes 
distificts would be sufficiently guarded if a small field picce o 
two to each division was sent with a few artillery. We do nc 
doubt that this would prevent the enemy attempting to lan 
or supposing they did make the attempt, we should most probab] 
drive them back before they wotld effect their landing. 


1 Letter f:0m Mr, Horsley to the Governor General, Calcutta, 2nd August 1779, Sec: 
and Political Diaty 2) of 1779, 680 - 684, 
ie om to Bombay 27th May 1779 para 36, Pob, Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 10 of 1778-17 
- Bom, Gov. Consultation 28th July 3779, Pub. Diary 76 of 1779, 387 - 388. 
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company or two of Europeans would be of the greatest consequence 
to defeat any intention the Mardthds have against us. Something 
must be done or the island will most probably be plundered, and 
if there is any treachery, the fort will be lost We submit these 
sentiments to yotur Honours: Permit us to add our vicinity to the 
Presidency will enable us to send back what troops you may 
demand should necessity call for them at Bombay. Though we 
beheve the scheme of the’ Mardthds is to take place during the 
dak nights, yet as their numbers are already great im our 
neighbourhood the attempt niay sooner be made. We thereforo 
require your Honour’s determination as soon as possible ! 


On the 21st December 1779 in acknowledging receipt of the 
above letter the Bombay Government write: Upon yourrepresonting 
the necessity of a reinforcement, we shall as soon as possible send 
you such a force as we can spare for the protection of Thina when 
we shall alvise you of the particulars * 


On the same subject Government write to the Resident at, 
Karanja (22nd December 1779). Haviiig received from Thina 
acconnts that large bodies of Maratha forces are assembled in the 
neighbouwing parts and of their hostile intentions, we judge it 
proper to reinforce your post and have accordingly ordered two 
companies of the 6th battalion of sepoys and a company of the 
native Portuguese battalion with two six-pounder field pieces and 
a party of artillery to proceed to Karanja under the command of 
Captain Colbatch and to continue in post there till further orders. 
The company of the 2nd battalon now doing duty at Karanja 
must be returned.$ 


On the 18th December 1779 the Chief and ‘factors at Thana 
write: We now purposely address your Honour to acquaint you 
that we have this morning received the following intelligence. 
Ndna Fadnis having learnt that Raghunéth Ganesh an inhabitant 
at Carsi (Persik?), Fakirseth a coppersmith ofThdna, ,and one 
Kondjirao of Belapur were people fit to carry on any schemes he 
:might undertake against Sdlsette, sent for them some days ago to 
Pooua On Nana Fadnis offering to send a body of tréops they 
engayed to manage their landing on this island. In consequence 
they were dismissed with a present of turbans, and 10,000 troops 
(5000 horse and 5000 foot) were ordered into the Konkan, 7000 of 
whom‘are arrived and are near Bassein on a pretence of fetching 
Visdji Pant that we may have no suspicions of an attack on the 
place. Fakirseth, Raghunath Ganesh, and’ Kondjirao propose to 
land part of these troops during the next dark nights kelow the 
southern towers at Pan Bruje (Buruj or tower) and others at 
Lilkhum, The better to ensnre success these fellows have sent 
over a number of Purbeahs that is Purbsds or North Indians, to 
entice the Purbeahs of this battalion to join in giving up the fort. 
In this they have succeeded and the Purbeahs have agreed to jon 
* 


' 1 Letter fronr Thana 20th Dec. 1779, Secret and Tol Diary 2! of 1779, 852-853, 
* Bom, Gov. Diary 2lat Dee. 1779, Secret aad Tol, Diary 21 of 1779, 854. 
* Secret and Pol, Diary 21 of 1779, 865-856. 
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the onset against the rest of the garrison. We submit the above 
information fo your Honour’s consideration. We had it from a- 
tnan of some consequence and to appearance no ways interested to 
deceive us. We have only to observe it is well known the 4th 
battalion is chiefly composed of Purbeahs and Mardthds. Were 
an attempt of this kind to be made we imagine some Europeans, 
could you spare them, would be the best means of preventing any 
bad consequences. We have thought it proper to acquaint the 
commanding officer with the afo.egoing in order that he might be 
on his guard to endeavour to counteract any attempt should one 
be made.! 


On the 6th March 1780 the Chief and factors at Thdna submit 
the following additional evidence of a conspiracy: Kaésamkhén, a 
subhedar in the 4th battalion having been tampered with to bribe 
a party of our sepoys to agree to give up the fort, took the 
precaution to call two Jamédars to be present at an interview he had 
with one Fakir-ud-din Dhabdéra. The subhedér and bis companions 
took Fakir-ud-din and another man prisoner, a third escapmg. 
Fakir-ud-din confessed. In the course of his examination he 
mentioned his being employed by a Bréhman Ramchandra Fant 
Fadnis of Beldépur who had resided there these three years. We 
have thought it better to send Ramchandra Pant and his son under 
a guard to Bombay, not having any proper place to confine them in 
here. The examination we have already taken and those to be 
taken, with any further information we may be able to get shall 
be sent as soon as possible.’ 


About five months later a fresh conspiracy was discovered. Ata 
Consultation, the 18th September, the Bombay Council observe: 
The President acquaints ts that he has summoned this meeting to 
communicate intelligence relative to a dangerous conspiracy formed 
among the sepoy recruits at Thana. He lays before us the following 
written information given to him by one of the partics concerned 
and a letter fronfthe Chief and factors at Thana advising their 
having seized and sent to Bombay under a strong guard 135 of the 
suspected persons who arrived here last night. As tothe information 
of Vélaji Thdkor, a sepoy in Captain Hayes’ battalion in the 
company of Krishnaji Subheddr at Thana taken before the Governor 
15th September 1780; he has a sanad from the government of 
Poona, agreeing to pay him Rs 50 a month, but as yet he has not 
received a rupee. That the undermentioned persons likewise have 
deeds from the Poona ggvernment, namely Bavéji Naéik Tauriah 
& sepoy in Captain Dawson’s battalion, who receives Rs, 60 @ month 
from the Marathds and has 40 men under him, now upon pretence 
of procuring recruits gone to Ramji Pant at Vishnu Jogi to get 
money for the payment of the abovementioned 40 men; Késum- 
khén, a sepoy in the same battalion who receives Rs, 60 a month 
from the Maréthdés and has 60 men under him at Thana; Tukdji 


? Letter from Thana 18th Dec. 1779, See and Pol. Dnary 21 of 1772, 824-826 
2 Letter from Thana to the Select Committee, 6th March 1780, Pub, Diary 77 of; 
1780, 154-155. ‘For further mformationssce pages 15], 155-165 of the same Diary. 
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N&ik Godiah, a sepoy in the abovementioned battalion, who 
reccives Mardtha pay, the informant does not know how much, 
and has a deed Hkewise from the Poona government. Kondaji 
Gaikwér alias Ambdji Néik, a sepoy in Captain Hayes’ battalion 
who draws Rs. 6a month pay from the Maraéthds and is now gone 
to Poona to get money and recruits for the intended treachery. 
The followmg persons are promised palanquins, umbrellas, 
torches, and oil bottles, natnely : Dharméji Jumledér and Kondaji 
Gaikwér in Captain Hayes’ battalion, and Tukéji N&ik Godiah and 
Kasamkhdn in Captain Dawsdn’s battalion. The Mardthés have 
agreed to favour them with ten horses, and four hundred gold 
and silver bangles to be divided amongst all, agreeable to their rank 
and station. The number of sepoys prepared for the treachery 
are: Under the informant Valdji Thékor 35 men, under Bavdji 
Naik 40 men, under Kasamkhén 60 men, under Jaysivant a 
sepoy in Captain Dawson’s battalion 35 men, and 100 others or 
270 mall. It is agreed each sepoy shall have Rs. 15 a month 
wages, and they have received twe months’ impress, and are 
to have Rs, 25 a month during life after the business is done. 
The chief managers are Dharmdji, Tukéji, Késamkhén, and 
Kondaji Gdikwdr who have agreed to take the fort of Thana and 
deliver it to the Peshwa. Konddji Gdéikwdr is daily expected from 
Poona with Rs. 5000 on whose arrival the intended treachery will 
be put into execution, all the chauhis and rounds of the fort being 
now under the abovementioned people, excepting about 40 other 
sepoys who mount guard with them. These are innocent of the 
treachery as is Krishndji Subhedar. ° 


That one Réghopant who came from Poona to Bassein has promised 
to get this business done, and the persons’mentioned in this paper 
came tu Théna by his means and persecution (persuasion ?). A Banian 
called Kachero of Paigaum, and a Moorman of Bassein bring and 
carry messages from and to Réghopant’s Divan called Raméji- 
pant. Sometimes when any of the traitors wart to go to Ragho- 
pant on business, they obtain permission to go on pretence of pro- 
curing recruits and bring some with them. The deeds granted 
them are kept at their houses at, several places. The Informant 
says he knows all the abovementioned people, and can point them 
out, but knows only the names of a few of them. He entered into 
our service one month and five days since. Of the others some 
have been two three or four months in the service. He has receiv- 
ed nothing from the Maréthds, but the others have received two 
months’ impress. That Vis#ipant, hearing that this anformant had 
taken service with the English, ordered a chauki on his, house at 
Bassvin, and forced his family to give up their joys of Rs. 350 
value as a fine. He did also punish Jaysdévant’s brother Bahir- 
savant by name on account of bis said brother having taken the 
“English service, on which Lakshmanpant waited upon Visdjipant 
from Pappery (P4pdi, a village between Bassein town and railway 

tation) and acquainted him that these people were employed on 
he Sark4r'’s business, when Visdjipant released the said Bahir- 
sivant giving him Rs. 25 as inde (gift), The following eight 
people are gone out with leave to procure recruits: Bavydji Nak, 
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Haibatrao, Bhdéusing, Sindhi Man, Konddji Géikwdr, Balsing, 
Vithojirao, and one whose name is nut remembered, : 

After noting the above information, at the same Consultation 
(18th September 1780) the Board observe: After the discovery 
made in April last, this second attempt is very dlarming ond the 
more dangerous from the instance which so lately happened at 
Vengurla and the appearance of a regular system to introduce into 
the sepoy battalions a number of meh ready prepared for the 
express purpose of executing a plan so big with danger to the Comm- 
pany's settlements, instead of the pfecarious method before prac- 
tised of attempting to corrupt the fidélity of men already engaged 
in and attached to the service. This emergency therefore demands 
our most serious attention and vigoréus exertion as well to discover 
the extent of the design as to prevent further danger. As the first 
step necessary, it is resolved to pursue to the fullest proof possible to 
be obtained the discovery already made in order that the most exem- 
plary punishment may be inflicted on the offenders to suppress by 
the terror of example every ‘possibility of the enemy again finding 
persons daring enough to engage in designs of this nature.” 


At their Consultation the 27th September 1780 the Board pass 
the following orders relative to the aforesaid conspiracy: Having 
now - taken every step that can throw light upon this conspiracy 
and recorded the examination of every ier ointed out as 
materially eoncerned, it appears that Tukdji Godiab, Dharméji 
and Kdsam Khan, with Kond4j Géikwdér who has absconded, are 
the principals and ,conductors of this most alarming and dangeroug 
enterprise. As ‘an act necessary to the public safety and an 
example to deter others from engaging in such schemes, it is resolved 
that the said three perséns be put to death at Thana by blowing 
themfrom great guns. It is further ordered that their crime and the 
reason of their punishment be fully explained to the whole sepoy 
establishment. Wethink proper to remark that Kasam Khan, now 
ordered é0 be p&t to death, is not the person mentioned in our 
proceedings in April lasf and rewarded for making discovery of a 
design of the same nature as the present.? Such of the seven men 
as are now in custody and poinged out in V4lji Thékor’s informa- 
tion taken’at Théna as being concerned in an inferior degree arc 
ordered to be put to hard labour upon our works for life chained in 
pairs, The private sepoys are ordered to be discharged and to be 
acquainted that if they return again to the Company's districts 
they*will be put to hard Jabour for life. Samin Kh4n is pardoned 
according to the promise given him the 18th instant. Orders must 
be issuedefor the Captains of sepoy battalions to be very strict and 
cautious what men they enlist in their battalions and particularly 
in their promotion of, Black officers, paying regard as much a: 
possible to those who have connections or families in the Company’ 
settlements. Resolved that in acknowledgment of the good ser 
vices rendered by Valji Thékor in making discovery of the conspi 
—_— 


?Bom Gov Consultation, 18th Sept. 1734, Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 386-33°%, 
5 Bom Gov, Consultation, 18th Scpt 1780, Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 390-341. 
Bom, Gov, Consultation, 10th Aja 1780, Pab. Diary 77 of 1780, 15}, 


Matenals.] 
AND ISLAND. 429 


racy, a handsome gratification be given him in the mame of this 
Government which the President is desired to confer to the amount 
wd in the manner that he may judge most suitable and agrecable 
to the party. As the battalion of Native Portuguese is now complete 
and nearly ready, for review, it is,resolved that they be sent to 
garrison Théna and the sepoys removed from thence which we 
trust will effectually destroy every latent spark that may remain 
of this conspiracy. The other subordinates must be cautioned to 
be circumspect and vigilant that no similar schemes may be formed 
unongst the sepoys at any other of our garrisons.’ 


On the next day (28th Saptember 1780) the Bond signed the 
following letter to the Chief and factors at Théna- We now return 
Kdésam Khan, Tuk4j. Godiah, sand Dharn4ji to Thina, whom we 
iirect should be put to death in the manner ordered in our last 
Consultation and for which this letter is to be esteemed a sufficient 
warrant. The other resolutions we had come to respecting the 
orders to be issued to the Captains of the sepoy battalions and our 
intention to send the Native Portuguese _battahon to garrison 
Thana fort, are also communicated to them. In a postscript we 
advise that we judge it best not to send the private sepoys to be 
discharged at Thana but shall cause them to be conveyed from hence 
to some place at a more convenient distance. Kd4sam Khan, Tukéji 
Gadiah, and Dharméji are this day sent to Thana under a strong 
guard with the above letter containing our orders for their 
execution.” 


A Consultation of 8rd October 1780 records a, letter from Thdna, 
dated this morning, advising that our orders respecting the three 
prisoners returned there on the 29th ulsimo were yesterday put into 
execution in the manner directed and thatthe prisoners died with 
great firmness and resolution.® 


A Consultation of the 21st February 1780 records: The Select 
Committee having this day received advice of the capture of Ahmed- 
bad by storm on the 15th instant by the forees under Brig. Genl, 
Goddard, a royal salute was fired from the castle on the occasion.* 


On the 2nd May 1782the Bombay betel-leaf sellers offered, if 
a five years’ monopoly weie granted*them, they would pay Govern- 
ment Rs 2000 a year and reduce the price from 25 resto 16. On the 
17th May the Board record: We are averse from monopolies of 
this nature which however apparently calculated or intended for 
the public good frequently produce inconvenience and grievances 
which in this case would chiefly fall on theslower ig ve of people 
to whom betel-leaf is an absolute necessary of life. As the benefit 
offered to the Company for this exclusive privilege is no object, 
resolved that the prayer of this petition be not complied with.® 


YBom, Gov Consultation, 27th Sept 1780, Pub, Diary 77 of 1780, 413- 414, 
, 2 Bom, Gov Consultation, 28th Sept 1780, Pub, Diary 77 of 1780, 428. 
3 Bom, Gov Viary, 31d Oct, 1780, Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 436, 
4 Bom Gov, Consultation, 2)st Feb 1780, Pub, Diary 77 of 1780, 58 and Secret and 
Pohtical Diary 22 of 1730, 81. Forest's Maratha Series, F, Pt. 11. 396, 
3 Bom Gov. Consultation, 17th May 1782, Rey. Diary 2 of 1782, 43. 
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Chapter I. Ina lettet of the 15th January 1783 the Court of Directors write : 
Hastory. Notwithstanding the attention which we have paid to preventing 
a «, unlicensed persons proceeding to the East Indies on board the Com- 

easures against > : vos : 
the Unlicensed, Pany's ships, means have been found to elude our vigilance in that 
183. * respect. It is therefore our positive order that uporthe arrival of any 
of the Company's shipsat your presidency you do make the strictest 
inquiry whether the passengers on board have been duly licensed 
by us to take their passage thereon.* In case it shall appear 
no such permission has been granted to them, we direct that the 
names of the offenders, together with the name of the ship and 
every other particular you can collect that may throw a light 
upon the subject, be transmitted to us by your next advices as we 
are resolved to punish very severeky those commanders who shall 

dare to disobey our instructions in this material point. 


Further, as persons have been frequently taken on board our 
ships in England as part of the crew and afterwards designelly 
left in India, being set down on the ship’s books as runaways, it is 
our further order that you do also particularly attcud to any 
circumstances of this kind that may occur, and that any persons 
who may be found at your presidency under the above description 
be sent home by the next stip: as we cannot suffer such evasions 
of our authority to pass with impunity.’ 


Duties on In January 1784 the Honourable R. HW. Buddam Esq became 
¥ orale ue, Governor and President. Ata Consultation of the 27th February 
‘ 1784 reperused the letter from the commander ofa Tuscan ship 
read last Council day, when reference being had tothe resolution of 
this Board established on the 28th October 1779, it is agreed to pass 
the following regulations with regard to foreign ships; That they be 
permitted to land copper’ on paying a duty of twelve per cent, and 
all other articles which come under the denomination of staples on 
paying a duty of nine per cent; that all necessaries and articles of 
consumption be charged with the usual duty ; that the importation 
sale or tfanshipping of woollens in this harbour be totally prohibit- 
ed; that theso regulations noways relate to Austrian ships with 
whom al} commercial intercourse is forbidden by the Company.’ 
Asiatic Trade, fn a letter dated tho 23rd March 1787 the Court of Directors 
1787, write: As st 1s essential we should have the completest information 
possible of the nature and extent of the trade carried on to and 
from the different parts of Asia by the several European nations, 
and gs we are convinced that our own concerns have received very’ 
material detryment frof: the ilhcit pyactices of interlopers trading 
thither under the sanction of fordign colours, it is our positive 
instructidn, which youare to consider as a standing order, that there 
be transmitted us from time to time an account ofall ships or 
vessels that shall arrive at Bengaf under foreign colours parti4 
cularising their names and burthen, tho name of the commander 


? Court to Bombay 15th Jan, 1783 paras 10 and 12, Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol 11 ol 
1783-1786, 3-4. Comp. of Standing Ord Vol. 2 of 1759-1788, 59- 60. ' 
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the time of arrival, from whence, in whose employ, with the best 
specification you may be able to procure both of their import and 
export charges, to which we desire may be added such observations 
and remarks as may occur to you thereon in order, 1f it shall appear 
necessary, that we may take the needful measures for checking 
sach trade where it may be found to be improperly conducted. 
A stict attention to this subject will form an important part of the 
duty of our new board of tfade. If faithfully executed, it will be 
attended with most beneficial consequences to our commercial 
interests, We trust we shail hereafter find that a strict and 
punctual obedience has beenspaid thereto. We expect this register 
to be kept in the office of the Custom Master, concciving it to fall 
properly within the line of his duty and that the Company be put to 
no additional expense on account of the same.! 


Early in November 1799 a severe storm passed over Bombay. 
To this storm, in an account of the progress of Sion Causeway, the 
Engmeer Mr. Robert Nicholson has the following reference: I have 
the further satisfaction to inform you that-during the late severe 
storm, in which it may be supposed the water was very much 
agitated, not a single stone was duplaned.! 


One of the gravest calamities which has fallen on Bombay was the 
great fire of February 1803. In a letter to the Court of Directors 
the Honourable Jonathan Duncan Governor and President gives the 
following account: With extreme concern we acquaint your Honour- 
able Court that on the 17th February a most alarming fire broke out 
in the very extensive and populous Bazér situated within this garrison. 
It is not exactly known whence the fire originated. “Notwithstanding 
surmises and suggestions to the contraty, in our opinion there is no 
sufficient reason to consider it arose from any other cause than acci- 
dent. The fire broke out early in the day and the wind continuing 
unusually high the flames increased with astonishing rapidity. So 
great and violent was the conflagration, that at sunset the destruction 
of every house in the fort was apprehended. , The flames directed their 
course in @ south-easterly direction from that part of the Bazér oppo- 
site to the Cumberland Ravelin quite down to the Kimg’s barracks. 
Durimg the whole of the day every effort was used to qppose ‘its 
progress, but the fierceness of the fire driven rapidly on by the wind 
baffled all attempts; nor did it visibly abate till nearly a third part 
of the town within the walls had been consumed, 


The apprehensions excited by this calamitous event were cansi- 
derably increased by the direction of the wiftd impellipg the flames 
towards the arsenal. For whatever security the magazines might be 
supposed to afford against access to the fire, still the smallest crevice 
was sufficient} to admit a spark to the great mass of gunpowder within 
the castle, It was impossible fo view otherwise than in a state of 

_awful suspense the destruction to the whole garrison which was 
thus within the bounds of possibility. Before midnight the wind 


cee mcr ry 
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changed more to the northward whence it veered,round gradual 
to the eastward, abating at the same time in its force. From this 
rather than from any human effort, the conflagration visilly 
decreased and the danger which threatened the castle gradually 
diminished. While using every practical exerfion to check the 
progress of the flames, we derived particular and most useful 
assistance from the presence of Vice Admiral Rainier who repaired to 
the spot with all the officers aud a due proportion of the men of His 
Majesty’s squadron. From their active interference and uncommon 
exertions was derived the greater part of any opposition that could 
be made to the extension of the conflagration. This help proved 
more eminently advantageous in the two or three days that followed 
the first extensive destruction by pling down the crumbling ruins 
and thereby smothering the remaining fire and smouldering 
embers. Otherwise we might have had to lament far’ preater 
devastation than has occurred. 

The loss of lives has been, small though there has not yet been 
time to take any exact account. But the fire having raged chiefly 
throughout the day, afforded opportunity to the habitants fo savo 
not only their lives but many of them a considerable share of their 

ortable property. The damage sustained on this occasion by the 
onourable Company has been proportionably inconsiderable. At 
the same time the occurrence of the calamity has rendered manifest 
to all who witnessed it, the danger to which the garrison would 
have been exposed in the event of the appearance of an cnemy 
before Bombay. Ihe number of houses in the Bazdr, the very 
exceptionable mode of their construction, and the combustible 
materials of which the greatér part of them are composed and with 
which many of them wofe also filled in the commercial pursuits of 
their owners, would have-exposed us to nearly equal hazard from 
the enemy's throwing in only afew shells. Whilst from the con- 
fined situation joined to the distress that must at all times have 
beon inctdent to Such a conflagration, the means of effectual defence 
must soon have been rendered impossible without any consideration 
to the nymber of the garrison or to the strength of the works, 
Uifder this view of the local circumstances it will require the 
most mature deliberation whether to admit the bazdrs to be rebmilt 
under any modification. It must probably appear under every 
oint of view preferable to allot a space in the carts adjoining the 
ort and esplanade for the erection" of a black town such as at 
Madras; or gradually tg effect such a separation between the town 
and the fortifications as exists at Calcutta. On these and other 
points ovr subsequent proceedings will be in due course submitted. 


Four days later (26th February 1803) the Bombay Government 
wrote to the Court: From enquiries thade since our letter of the 22nd 
it has been ascertained that during the conflagration 471 houses 
were burnt, a number very much less than at first was supposed, 
Considering the far greater apprehensions of the extent of tha 
damage at, first entertained, it affords us subject of consolation 


? Bombay to Court 22nd Feb, 1803, Pub, Diary 171 of 1903, 782-785 
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to be able to conclude from data which we consider of pretty good 
authority, that the real damage occasioned by the fire cannot exceed 
tifty lakhs of rupees both in real and moveable property; whilst 
in view to the various recoveries of valuable articles since the fire 
and which are still continuing to be made, it may reasonably be 
hoped that the total amount of losg in moveables and merchandise 
may not ultimately exceed forty lakhs of rupees—~a result which 
viewing Bombay as an emporium of general commerce cannot, we 


trust, be productive of any other than partial and temporary pre- 


judice to the commercial interests of the port? 

Scme further useful details are contained in a letter dated 27th 
February 1803 froth the Superintendent of Police to Government: 
In consequence of your order on the 21st instant to remove~from 
within the fort all tatty walls and projections with thatched roofs 
or cajan structures, mat frames, and other combustible articles, I 
immediately ordered the battaké to be beaten to that effect and went 
with my people into the different streets and alleys not only in the 
Black but also in the European part_of the town within the walls 
At first, wherever I turned my eye, TL obeceved more or less com- 
bustible materiale from whole houses (generally stables or cow-houses 
filled with hay or straw) to two or three cajang tied up to keep off 
the rain or the sun. : 

The number and description of these projections which I herewith 


subjoin,? will enable you to judge of the very great danger from _ 


fire to which the town was daily exposed by such quantities of these 
combustible substances being collected in it. In many places these 
materials were so old and had become so inflammable that I am 
surprised the town has not been more frequently set on fire. 
Excepting in the honses of some of the most wealthy inhabitants 
where the partition walls are built with strong materials, the rooms 
are generally divided by partitions of tattys particularly in all 
houses Ict out to rent where many of the apartmonts are not more 
than eight or nine feet square. In this small space they dress vic- 
tuals three times s day surrounded with rothing but these infamma> 
ble substances almost as bad as tinder itself. Many of these partitions 


appeared so old that I think they must have becn put np at least ° 


eightorten years. With every prdcaution, I am perfectlr astonished 
how they escaped so long. Wherever either a whole wall or any 
considerable portion of a wall has been removed I would humbly 
recommend that it ought to pe built up as soon as possible with a 
wall of mortar and stone or of mud and stone. In the state they are 
now as muck danger is to be apprehended as before removal from 


a energy eenenenensensenennnterfenanemehpetnentnntnnnenty, 

1 Bombay to Court 26th Feb. 1803, Pub, Diary 171 of 1808, 798-799, ; 

2 List of houses removed by the orders of thé Governor and Council: 1 in Church 
Gate Street, 7 in Govind Kanoba’s Street, 5 in the lane opposite Sordbji’s house, 2 in 
Vithoba YAdavji's Land, 21n Frdmji N4nabhai’s Lane, 4 in Purshotant himfAji’s Stroct, 
5 in K4vasy Patel’s Street, 31m Nangbhd: Bamanji’s Street, 2in KAvasji Subhedar’s Lane, 
6 in the Governor's old stable, and 9 others, total 54, Nino Bhoys’ oral or Palanquin 
bearers’) houses ought to be removed and three others near the, Bazdr Gate ara very 
dangerous and can easily be set fire to. A largo quantity of matting and mat frames 
has been removed from the European part of the towm to the northward of Church 
ftreet- Public Diary 172 o£ 1803, 1092 - 1094. ; . ( 
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the current of air being now greater and therefore moro liable to blow 
about the sparks of fire. Before I conclude this subject I humbly beg 
leave to draw your attention to the houses ofa clags of people called 
Bhois, They are situated in the street of Kavasj: Subhedar 
surrounded by a number of wealthy Pérsis’ hoyses They havo 
occupied that epot of ground from the time of Governor Law 
sixty years ago. The houses originally built of nothing but wooden 
frames filled ap with tattys, are now so very old and decayed that 
they are actually tumbling to pieces and are so very inflammable 

’ that I am confident was a spark oncg to take effect particularly in 
the night, they would be consumed in a fow minutes togetbor with 
their miserable inhabitants. The ground they occupy if exposed 
to sale would bring a very high price, and these poor wretches 
might be provided with better lodgings and many more comforts 
by being removed without the fort while at the same time the town 
would be rid of a dangerous and alarming nuisance, I cannot hel 
‘also taking notice of the Carwas’ (Khérvés’) houses near the Bazar 
Gatd, They are a class of useful and industrious men who ply in the 
boats in the harbour and with a few regulations I think ther houses 
might be rendered safe which et present is far from being the case. 
Two or three other ald houses in the town ought to be rebuilt, 
but the owners I am informed are too poor to build them. In tho 
European part of the town the principal objects ony of notice 
were mats and mat frames attached to every house with here and 
there a ie part of which was filled with hay, all of which has been 
removed. . 


On the 21st February Captain Brookes -tha property assessor 
submitted with a plan a statement sf the number of houses and an 
estimate of the value of the property destroyed at 24 likhs. Ina 
Consultation of the 26th March Government preferred the estimate 
in the Bombay Courier of the 26th February of 20 laékhs of house 
property, and merchandise and moveables about as much more, or 
between 50 and §3 lékhs in all, a total which recoveries might be 
expected fo reduce to 40 lékhs.? On the 26th March 1803 Govern- 
ment resolved that a Committee be immediately constituted with 
Mr. Hallet for their secretary on an allowance of Rs, 400 as salary 
to report on the best means of repairing the destruction caused by 
the late fire.’ 


This committee which was called the Town Committee received 
the following instructions ; Upon due- consideration of the several 
suggestions from our own members it may perhaps become expedient 
to allow the native merchants whose premises have been burnt to 
build in lieu of those now destroyed, warehouses for the reception, 
under due precautions, of their goods and counting houses in as far 
in respect to both these descriptions of structures as shall be deemed 
consistent with a due regard to the security of the fort, which scems 
at the first glance to oppose this class of inhabitants being sllowed 


< 


| 
1 Letter from tha Superintendent of Police to the Presidentand Council, 27th Feb, 
3803, Pubhe Diary 172 of 1803, 1089 - 10901, . 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 26th March 1803, Pub. Diary 172 of 1803, 1058 - 1063, 

* Bom, Gov, Consultation 26th March 1808, Pub. Diary 172 of 1803, 1174, i 
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_ to have their dwelling houses within the walls. Objection is also 
rightly taken to any of the proposed warehouses or offices being 
of more than two stories at the highest or otherwise covered than 
by terraces instead of the pitched rgofs that have hitherto prevailed. 
It may be hoped that you will be able te convince the natives in 
question of the unadvisableness of their residing in a garrison 
crowded with lofty strugtures filled with goods and merchandise 
and intersected by such narrow streets as existed before the late 
tire, And that from the conyiction forced on their minds by the 
late sad calamity, they will'willingly concur in the expediency of 
their dwelling houses and families being without the fort whore 
they ought to be sensible that under the advantage of our insular 
situation both will be in perfect security. The motives for our 
‘aclining to admit a y description of their goods to be lodged 
withm the walls and for their being consequently indulged with 
counting houses adjoining arise out of what the papers now trans- 
mitted to you indicate to be the local circumstances of the harbour, 
where that part of it immediately ¢pposite to the fortifications is 
represented to be the- only eligible spot for the lading of ships 
pauticularly during the monsoon. This pointit will be your object 
still further to investigate since it would certainly prove above all 
thimys desirable that every mercantile house, especially of the 
natives, should be situated without the fort as is completely the 
case at Calcutta and has we understand lately become so at 
Madras Betore any plan be finally adopted it is necessary that the 
right of possession or property in the tract luid waste by the late 
conflagration should be thoroughly ascertained, Towaids assist- 
ing m this inquiry you are herewith, furnished with statements 
taken from the collector's registry of the two descriptions of 
ground, namely public and private, affected by this calamity. ‘I'o 
these statements are added remarks from Mr. De Souza a well 
informed native of this place. We are pleased to find Mr, Hall, the 
Company’s attorney, does not deem it necessary altpgether to 
acquiesce in Mr De Souza’s conclusions. Mr. Hall considers that 
the part of the ground styled ‘public’ was given to the tenants not 
in perpetuity as understood by, Mr. De Solza but nferely as a 
permissive mdulgence to be resumed at will. Mr. Hal? holds that 
unless any of the public or unpeusioned tenants can show leases 
from Government conferring a superior title those distinguished 
under the name of pensioned proprietors can alone claim com- 
pensation froma the Honourable Company for any ground which it 
may be deemed advisable to ye-ocetipy.? 


In April 1803 the Superintendent of Police was called on to 
report regarding the nuisance of noisy dogs of which the grand jury 
had complained. Mr, Halliday, the Police Superintendent, said the 
number of stray dogs on the esplanade had of late greatly increased 


in consequence of their owners’ families having been burnt out or 
forced to quit their houses in the fori. He said the dogs though 


ownerless were fed by the natives especially by the Parsis, He 


1 Bom. Gov, Dury 26th March 1803, Public Diary 172 of 1803, 1276-1178 
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recommended that at a certain time of year after warning all stray 
dogs especially puppies should bedestroyed. Government forwarded 
the Superintendent's report to the Justices with the suggestion that a 
rule be passed to afford reasonable relief, .At the same timo they 
éxpressed the wish that the new rule should show’some regard to 
the customs of the natives especially of the Pdrsis, who were 
kuown to cherish these dogs as is reqyisite in view to certain 
observances ‘in their ritual} 


1 Bom. Gov. Diary 27th May 1803, Pub. Dias: 174 of 1803, 2162 «2163, 
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NOTES. 


a 
Sa (Pace 7? Nors 2 ) 


Apia is suggested for the village Batty from which the Bréhmans 
were carried away. Mr. R. A. Lamb, I. C. S. Collector of Koliba 
notices (18th July 1893) as more likely the village Vat about 
14 miles from the right bank of the Pdétdlganga in Panvel some 
six miles above Apta. Though now stopped by a dam the river 
may formerly have been tidal to Vét. Mr, Lamb's identification is 
probably correct. 


la (Baas 87 Nors 1.) 


On the 7th April 1684 the Court write to Surat regarding the 
redeeming of the drowned lands of Bombay’. Redeem those 
drowned lands of Bombay, for’which w6é shall now propose you a 
method which we think cannot fail. That is, you may agree to give 
the undertakers every Saturday night a day and a half’s pay for 
every day’s work for every man they shall employ in that service, 
part money and part rice; the rice at a price by which we may be 
a little gainers. And promise the undertakers over and above such 
daily pay to give them ... 3000 (?) dollars when the whole work is 
completely finshed, Whatever use you shall give the ground to 
hereafter, it will be absolutely necessary to frame a substantial 
strong sluice in the middle of your great dam to drain the ground 
upon occasion if you should plant it, or to let in the salt water if you 
should make a salt work of it. ‘This,we leave to your considera- 
tion, being nearer the place, with this ncte only that salt is a com- 
modity in the bay (of Bengal) and in some places of the South Seas. 
If from any of the coasts near Bombay you can exchange equal 
quantities of salt for rice, nothing can be so profitable to us as to 
convert all those drowned lands when they‘ar2 rescued from the 
sea into salt pans after the manner of these at Rochelt in France or 
Santuvaly in Portugal. This you may discover from many scamen 
in our ships which thave seen’ those salt paris in both places,and 
the manner of causing it to shoot futo small grains. Whether you 
resolve upon a salt work or not, we conceive the bottom or lower- 
most part of the valley when the sea-water is pent out must be filled 
up with éarth from the higher parts of the ground to the level of the 
sea without your dam at half flood or thereabouts, and your sluice 


> 
1 Various causes were assigned for the alarming mortality amongst Europeans in 
Bombay. The atmosphere was at first supposed to be polluted by the putnd fish with 
which the trees were manured, A mére reasonable conjecture was that malaria arose 
From the low plains which were overflowed at bigh tides, and lef{ in a ewampy state 


when the sea receded, In 1676 a proposition for drammg the swamps was submitted to ~ 


the Court by the Government of Bombay. Several surveys were m consequence made 3 
and sn 1684 authonty te commence the work was recerv Letters fiom the President 
and Couneil of Surat dated 11th January 1676; to the Court dated L7th January 1676 ; 
and from the Court dated February 1684. Description of Hindustan by Walter 
Hamilton Esq. Anderson’s English in Western India (1854), 62-63. Neither the 
Bombay proposals of 1675, the details of che consequent surveys, nox the Court’s 
Orders of 1684 have (1893) been traced m the Bombay Records, 
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rust be set accordingly in height. Otherwise when you draw up your 
sluices to let out the fresh water in the fime of great rains, the sca 
water may troublesomely return upon you. We conceive likewne 
that, when you have levelled the whole to such a height as is fit for 
draining the valley, it will be necessary from your sluice to draw 
& ditch or trench quite through the lowermost parts of the valley 
if you should plant or till it, as well as fox keeping the fresh water 
out of your salt if you should turn it into salt ponds. If you 
should agree with the undertakers for draining of the drowned 
lands as aforesaid, it is necessary that you should appoint some 
trusty English to keep constant check upou the workmen that we 
may be sure to pay no more days’ wages to the workmen than we 
have full day’s work done.t Three inonths later, 2nd July 1684, 
the Court resume: Prosecute with effect the draining of our overt 
flooded ground at Bombay as we wrote you last year (April 1083-8!) 
If for the furtherance of that or for any other cause you shall find 
our President’s own presence necessary at Bombay and that he may 
be spared from Surat, we leave to him and our Council to take 
such a time for his going thither, stay there, and return from theuce, 
as you shall find most accommodable to our gencral affairs and our 
interest. 
2a (Paers 111 aNo 112 Nore 1.) 


The name Gunsway seems to be Ganjesawdi, literally the Ganja 
or fioure-headed ship Sawdi. Sawdt is still in common use as a 
name for large Native cratt as Ndvdi Saudi, the Nardi or vessel 
called Sawdi Such names as Phateh-Sawdi Victory Sawai are 
also common. Sawds or Sawa svems to be the Mardthi and 
Gujarsti for one anda quarter. It is used with a sense corresponding 
to such English laudatory phrases as a man and a half, a horse and 
a half, or a ship anda half. Thus among Marétha} Bréhmans 
the second Médhavrao Peshwa (1774-1795) is still known as 
Sawéi Mdédhavrae, the greater Madhavrao. Compare Rajputdéna 
Gazetteer, II. 136. Jaya*’Singh, commonly known as Siwai Jaya 
Singh, Siwdi meaning 14 and representing Jaya Singh’s superionty 
over others whom the unit represents. The*same meaning seems 
to explain” the title (Tod’s Western Indie, I. 438) Rinna Sawa or 
Sawai of Rac Mal, the noble Rathod pirate of Bet-Dw drka in Kathié. 
war, who (4.p, 1572) lost his life in saving his sovereign Mazafar 
Shéh (1561-1572). The phrase is proverbial in the saying Bap 
s@wds beta, & son cleverer than his father. 


5a (Page 130 avd Nore 6.) 


The original is ‘to Robit the Butcher’s Island’. The only 
apparent sense is that the butcher after whom the island was 
supposed to be called was named Robin. Peihaps a fairy Robin 
Goodfellow’ name suitable to the mythical namergiver. In spite 


ay rae t@ Surat 7th April 1684, Pubhe Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1682-1685 


~ *Court to Surat 2nd July 1684, Pub, Dep. Court's Letters Vol. 1 of 1691-1685, 94 
The Court’s 1683-84 Ordors have not beon traced (1893), 
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f Grose’s (1750) explanation (Voyages, I. 58) that the island was 
‘alled Butcher because cattle were kept on it for the use of Bombay, 
she English name Butcher Island seems a case of meaning-making. 
ryer, 1673 (Travels, 61-62 and Map), calls the Island Putachoes 
properly Patecas) or watermelons, and this derivation is accepted 
n a Portuguese account of Bombay, 1728 (Arch. Port. Or. Fas. 6 
jupt. New Goa, 1876, pages 287-292). Patachos Yachts, a word 
ised by Baldxus, 1680 (Churchill’s Voyages, III. 533) and Putas 
iarlots, in connection with a story that as in Goa a Bishop banished 
he harlots to an island, have also been suggested, But Patecas 
nelons, seems the only derivation for which anehoraly can be quoted. 
3esndes the commoner Dardivi, the Marathi name Bhat or Bhadtiche 
3et, the lowlying island, is said.to be still in use for Butcher’s Island. 
{ seems fairly certain the English Butcher is the Portuguese Pateca. 
(he absence of any connection between the island and watermelons 
ugvests thatin its turn the Portuguese name is also a mcauing- 
naking from the Marathi Bhatiche Bet. 


A. (P4G8 146, 17 LINES FROM THE POP.) 


Mopont under Angria has been provisionally identified with 
fohopdda on the Panvel river. Later inquiry fails to find any 
race of fortifications at or near the Panvel Mohopéda. At the same 
ime information obtained from Mr. R. A. Lamb, I. C. S., Colloo- 
or of Kol&ba, shows that the broad entrance to the Apta river is 
nown as Mohopanth the False Channel, and that traces of a fort, 
\so known as Mohopanth, remain on a hill at the creek side near 
1e Panvel village of Avre, 
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APPENDIX I. 


Part I.—Proposed Scheme. 


Extract paras 1 to 5 and 8 from the Collector of Bombay’s Report 
No 1 submitted to Government im July 1891, containing as required by 
Government a detailed schomo for the compilation of a statistical 
account of the Town and Island of Bombay 


1. As directed in your letter No 1721, dated 15th May last, T beg to 
snbmit the following scheme fot the preparation of a Statistical Account 
of the Town and Island of Bombay. 

2. I propose that the Statwtical Account should consist of four 
volumes each of 400 to 500 pages umform with the published set of 
district statistical accounts, 

3 Except that I think the volumes should conta copies of the 
greatest possible variety of old and recent maps and charts of the town 
island and harbour, I would not propose any ilustration of the account. 


4 I would suggest that the first volume should consist of three 
leading parts - 

(a) Deserrption including chmate and geology. 

(4) History in periods showing for each period the leading general 
aud local events and a summary of the changes and progress in the 
size of the city * the increase of population, the growth of trade and 
industries, the development of management, revenue, municipal, har- 
hour, yastice, pohce, education changes in the appearance and character 
of the city and island due to engineering works, gurveys, roads, build- 
ings, filling low-lands and foreshores, docks, fortifications : also changes 
um the conditions of life, social changed, political religious and social 
muvements. 

(c) Places and objects of interest including public buildings, 
churches, temples, mosques and shrines, forfs, place names of historic 
interest, traces of early rulers Hindu, Musalman, and Portuguese. 
The second volame should be devoted to trade nader thesheads of 

ommunications, industries, manufactures, commerce, and capital. 
Under Commnoications 

(2) By land Roads and bridges, tramways and railways.” 

(5) By sea . : id ° 

(1) General steam and sailing vessels, (2) Local coasting steamers 

and country craft, 
Under Industries 
(4) Labour 
(1) Settled in the island. () Drawn ¢rom the country round. 
Classes who labown, condition, character, qualifications as 
workmen, effect of railways and coasting steam®érs on the 
supply of labour. 

(b) Crafts: 

Classes who follow each craft or calling : their numbers, condition, 
character, qualfications; changes in the classes employed: 
earnings : processes not in detail prospects. 

(c) Manutactores—The great development of steam industries, 

factories, foundries, workshops: information for each class as 
under (4). ae 
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C.—Private contributors and specialists who will write on such 
subjects as description, geology, climate, botany, natural history, trade 
and commerce, and agriculture. Except in the case of such laborious 
subjects as trade and commerce and to the poorer contributors, 
contributors undey Class © will probably require neither establishment 
nor remuneration, 


Part II.—Heads of Inquiry. 


Information is available from dhree main sources : 
A.—Government Recoads, Books, and Newspaper Files. 
B—Municipal Records and Officials, 

O.—The People. 
The following points of inquify are proposed under 


A.—RECORDS, BOOKS, AND NEWSPAPERS. 
Tt. Drscerprion. 


Descriptive notice of any parts of the Town or of the Island. Views, 
references to changes in the surface ot the Island. Quarrying, filling 
hollows, reclamations, making vellards, complaints of crowdedness of 
trees or of houses. 

Temperature or other daily records (except in very early papers, a 
reference io such records will be enough, since most such details have 
been compiled). Unusual or untimely weather, sudden or excessive 
rainfalls, failures of rain, intense heat, singular cold, storms in monsoon, 
cyclones, earthquake shocks, famines, epidemics. 

Notes connected with geology, special rocks, fossil or other animal or 
vegetable remains. 

II, Propuction. 


Notes of the qualities, values, and uses of stones, quarries, sand, and 
earth. 

Special harvests, introduction of new crops, plants, or trees. New 
_methods of grafting. References to blights or to new diseases. 

Notes regarding the habits of animals, especially of migratory or 
stranger birds. Regarding fish, appearance of whales, dugdngs, and 
oper unusual fish; plagues of flies, mosquitos, locusts, rats ; notices of 
s A snakes ; trade in animals, sheep, cattle, horses. , Any tables or details 
of prices of animals. Shows of cats, dogs, cattle, and horses.’ 


Il. Poronattoyx. . 


Settlements of new castes ; histories of castes ; caste quarrels. Notices 
illustrating changes of customs, dress, food, and mode of living among 
the different classes ; also changes in the place of living and in the style 
of house. Any notes of drunkenness, of excesgive use of opium or other 
stimulant. Any references td slaves, to European prostitutes. Notes 
on any observances, religious or other great Mahdjan or Jainegatherings. 
Pilgrim traffic, census and census details. 


IV. AGRICULTURE. 


There will be httle except what has come under plants asd trees- 
Still there may have been interesting schemes and attempts to grow 
exotics and introduce new practices References to fammes, years of 
scarcity, also years of epidemics, should come under climate. At any 
rate wherever the references may be worked up, all references should be 
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Appendix]. chemshed. The information collected should refer solely to Bombay, 
Hnaps Is should show the effect of upcountry famines on the City and Islund-~ 
or INQurny. ander the following heads : 
Records and (a) Price of grain. 
Papers, (6) Influx of fumine-stricken people. 


(c) Development of grain trafhe. 
(2) Spread of epidemic disense. 
(e) Increase of mortality. 


Vi. Cavitat. 


Notes regarding the Mint and the Boinbay Bank. 

Notes on forms of investment; on rates of interest , on the hoarding 
of bullion; on different phases of speculation, time bargains, tam 
bargains, shares. Labour mortgages. welf-sale or hereditary servants ; 
investment of labour, Forced labour. 

All statements of wages are valuablo, whether of skilled or of unskilled 
labour, An interesting point connected with labour is the classes of 
work of which the different communities have a monopoly. Any notices 
of extinct monopolies are valuable. 

Especially gram, milk, whiter, and firewood prices, that is the prices of 
necessaries are interesting. ‘ 

As rule, # reference will be enough in the first instance, as most 
price-details have probably already been compled. 

Prices of land should be carefully-noted. The Collector's office is 
trying to prepare a full acconut ot the increase in the value of tand at 
different times and in different parts of the Island. Notes on sales 
of Jand require care or they mislead. What interest and title was 
transferred by thé sale? Was the interest complete? Was the tile 
free from doubt? “How far was the land transferred burdened by 
charges ? Was the price at the time of transfor considered high, low, 
or erika Rents of houses pr shops at any time are useful and should be 
noted. 

VI. Traps 


References to carly road-making, cost of compensation, cost of making, 
Statements of milegge under roads. 

The old Europeans used to go in palkhis, then in bullock carts; I think 
Mr. Patel refers abont 1800 to the first horse earriage’used by a Pérsi in 
Bombay. , Notes about the first carriage, the first buggy, the first aud 
last’ omnikys, the first victoria, would be interesting. 

Embankments and vellards, causeways—Sion and Jamsetji—would 
come onder roads and bridges. Railways—Opening of G. I. P. and 
B.B.&O. I. Ferries—Any traces of ferries through the {sland or 
from one part of the Island to another in old times. Steam ferries 
across the harbour Docks references (the account published 7th March 
1891 will help) Vessels—Special kinds of vessels, new rigging, Visits 
of foreign gmen-of-war, the first steam boat. Statements of tonnage anc 
details of large ships might be useful; but a reference to such would bx 
better than an extract. 

Rest Houses—To come under Buildings. 

Post Ofices—d'o come under Administration, Post. . 

Light-houses—To come under Adzhinistration, Port Trust, and Object 
of Interest. . 

Trade Returns, only references. There may be good papers compar, 
the returns over a serics of years or a history of the trade in a ecria 
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aincle Any notico of the starting of a new article of import or export 
or of some new line of trade would bo interesting. 

Roferences to Fairs might be given. 

Markets would come onder Municipal Works. References would be 
valuable. 

References to Carners and Pack Bullocks would be interesting. 

Bohoras and other packmen 

References to exports and imports would be enough. Any articles or 
notcs on the course of tradé, on tho hands throngh which trade passes, 
would be interesting. 

References to special trades-»Cotton, Opium, Salt, would be valuable 

Tho introduction of new rcrafts 18 always important. Any notes 
regarding such special crafts as Ship-building or Salt-making would be 
interesting. Under Ship-builcing, notes of’ launches, of ship’s size, rig, 
cost, and use are all valuable’ Building of steamers, iron founding, 
staiting of Factones (except for very early references extracts should 
not be made, as there are other sources of information). 


VII. History. 


References to early local history ?aluable’ (May bo articlos in 
connection with somo Antiquaman or other discovery) Discovery of 
canoes or tools or other traces of carly man interesting. - 

To later times notice of great events with which Bombay hag been 
connected Effect of defeats. Rejoicings over victories Preparationg 
fur expeditions Visits of distinguished strangers, illuaminations. Events 
of public interest, fires, storms, epidemics, condition of the people, times 
of plenty and money-making, times of want and money-losing. Such 
events should, as a rule, be arranged as a year book or year statement. 
The yearly summaries, such as have for several years beon given in the 
Times of Ind.a, would help. Also speoches connected with great public 
events give an opportumty of making c8mparsons and tracing progress 
and development. Lord Reay’s Jubilee spedch was, I believe, to a great 
extent an historical retrospect. Probably speeches have been made at 
intervals on great public occasions where useful items of contrast have 
been well brought out. 

Pe Riots and disturbances important. Also cases of public intgrest in the 
oarts, ? 

All that sheds light on the condition and mode of life of the people at 
different times. ° . 

Any epidemic or other matter cennected with public bealth which 
would affect the general happmess of the people. 

State of trade at the time , failures and bankruptcios, 

VIII, Apuinistration. 

All notices of early Courts and other arrangements for administering 
justice are valuable Arbitratjon Courts,  ® : 

Notices of the beginning of Municipal Government,’ Health Dopart- 
ment, Educational Department. Summaries occasionally given of past 
progress and need of further changes, Objects and reasons at the 
beginning of Acts. : 

References to Land Administration, to Surveys of the Island, Customs 
Administration, Excise, Opium, Tobacco. 

Naval and Miltary—Forts and Fortifications. Arrangements for 
troops, barracks, parade-grounds, Volunteering. 

History of Police. 
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Ecclesiastical. 

Management of the Harbour, Port Trust. 

Post and Telegraph. 

Railways and Tramways. 

Taxation—Notes of new taxes, why levied, incidence, procecds. Dis 
turbances in connection with levy of taxes. Result of disturbances. 

IX, Osszcrs or ‘Inrerest, 

All notes which give any place in the Island an historical intercst, 
Where any important fact happened, as where the Sidis camped whou 
(1695) they held the greater part of the Island ; any scene of Bi fighting ; 
the burial-place of any distinguished man. » 

Any description of a place in contrast to its prosent condition or vse 
(as the Cotton Green, now Elphinstone Circle). 

Accounts of the circumstances attondix the construction of the chief 
buildings (reference to building details is all that is wanted at first). 
Butldings would inclade charitable institutions. 

Chiefly monuments, statues, fountains, institutions, societies, shows, 
clubs, parks, museums. 

X. Gunegat Dirgcrions, 

All references to books about Bombay, to charts, to maps, to reports, 
should be carefully noted. Note sets of articles about 1866 by Major 
Stoqueller on the old Artillery cantonments at Mftunga. Also recent 
articles on the Courier newspaper by Professor MacMillan. 

Note ~Each note or extract must have the name and the date of the newspaper. 
Without this no note or extract is of any value. 

B.—MUNICIPAL RECORDS AND OFFICIALS, 

A leading source of 4nformation in preparing any statistical description, 
of the Town and Island of Bombay is the Municipal Record and the Muni- 
cipal Staff. 

"The Municipal Record w8uald directly supply information under two 
heads (4) Constitution, (b) Administration. 

In addition to information under constitution and administration, the 

knowledge end experience of Heads of Departments and other members 

of the Municipal Staff woul indirectly farnish a mags of information 
eregarding 


(2) The development of the City. 
(@) The supply of the peeple’s wanta. 


Further, ag employers of labour, the Heads of the different branches of 
Municipal Administration have on record s mass of details regarding 
wages, work-people, skilled and unskilled labour, cost of production and 
materials, which would add greatly to the completeness of any account 
of the City. ° 

The details -supplied by the Municipal” Record reach back to the 
foundation of a Municipality in Bombay. Under constitution, details 
would be given of the form of town management which the Municipality 
superseded, The firs Municipal constitution would be described and 
subseqnent changes noted inthe qualifications and functions assigned 
to the éléctive and administrative bodies.- The classes which have had 
tho greatest share of the voting and of the nominees at different times 


~ might be ilastrated by analysis. The growth of interest in Municipal 


affairs might be shown by the greater number of candidates and ihe 
increase of votes. es : 
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The position and functions of the Municipal Commissioner should be 


noted and his relations described to the Standing Committee and 
Corporation on the one hand, and to the Heads of the different branches 


of Administration on the other. A lat of Municipal Commissioners and ' 


the chief works,carmed out during the term of office of each should 
follow, 

Under administration would come details of the financial history of 
the Mumeipality, the meylence and the yield of taxes, loans, ordinary 
and special, how far repaid; how far-met by the procceds of spemal 
cesses, how far a burden on general revenues. An account of thd 
different branches of Administration would follow with a statement of 
the staff by which each br&nch is administered and a record of the 
ordinary duties and of the special works carried out by the different 
branches since the Municipaljfy wag started. This summary would be 
an mtroduction to details regarding each of the main Departments : 

(1) Finance, (3) Health. 
(2) Works. (4) Education. 
(1) FINANCE, 

The section on Finance would incude détuls of the Departmental 
Staff, its strength, cost, and duties ; .an explanation of the different taxes 
and other sources of revenue. 


General, , Town duties, 
Water. Licenses, 
Halalkhor, Tobacco. 
Wheel and tolls. Property. 
Miscellaneous, 


Under each of these heads woald come the history and the management 
ofthe tax of the changes of rate and of yield, and, so far as available, an 
estimate of the causes of the different changes he account might also 
contain a statement of the arrangemepts made for collecting roceipts, 
checking frands, and auditing acconnts. ,A summary illustrating the 
growmg pressure of departmental work at five years’ intervals would be 
useful 


(2) WORKS 
Under Works come * 
1) Drainage. (5) Buildings, 
@ Waters { Markets 
(3) Roads, | (7) Gardens. 
(4) Fires. (8) Museums 


Under each of these heads the chief points for notice ave the ataf: the 
amount and nature of the routine work ‘ the leading schemes: their cost. 
how far compi¢ted : how far still to be carried out. 
(D) Drainage. 
Under Drainage would come the history of the chief branches of 
drainage . 

(a) Storm Water Drains, réservoirs, drainage eluices. BRhe character 
and object of each, when carried out, the cost, Wow far presont 
arrangements ate satisfactory. Works under contemplation, their 
object and estimated cost, 

(b)_ Sunjace Droanage —Charactor of the works, difficulties, ow much 
done, style of dram, cost. Further requirements, estimated cost and 
order of urgency, 

(c) Sullage—Style of sullage drain, how far system complete, cogt to 
date : further requirements, estimated cost and order of urgency, 
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(4) Sewage—Past system, baskets, carts, night-soildepéts, How far 
still in use. How far will bo permanently required. How far” 
drains introduced ag a substitute. Progress made’: pumping stationy, 
main drains, house connections, vent pipes and vent towers; final 
outlet cost ; statement of cost mileage aud measurement of completod 
built sewers and pipe lines. Portions of scheme mcomplete, esti- 
mated order of urgency, cost, and time required to complete. 
Difficulties, risks, and advantages anticipated and experienced. 

(¢) Latrines and Urinals.—Construction, standard plan and flushing 
arrangements ; number, locahty, accommodation ; how far existing 
provision incomplete. To what stangard of accommodation 13 the 
Manicipality working. - 

Should finish with a statement of staff and pay and figures of office work 
and of miscellaneous works.t 


(2) Water, 
The information regarding water-works comes under two main 
sections : 
(a) Supply. (b) Distribution. 


An introductory notice of the sources of supply in Bombay before 
water was brought from the mainland should be followed by the hiatory 
of the leading supply projects : 

Vehdr, Tulsi. Tdnsa. Pawii. 


For each of the different reservows should be stated the position, size, 
and character of the-works . 
(a) At the storage lakes. 
(b) Between the lakes and Bombay. 

Details of cost, time required, quantities supplied. Note increase in 
demand and in supply? Causes of increase in demand. A record of the 
increase in supply. Distribution in the Island: reservoirs, details of 
Malabér Hill and Bhandarwdda® size oud mileage of distributing pipes ° 
taps, dipping wells, house cohnections, supply per head in different parts 
of the City. Portions of scheme still to be carried out, quantity of final 
supply ; how much to he allotted 

(a) To house uses, 

(b) To factories, 

(ce) To drma flushing. 

{d) To fountains and rond-watering. 
Hither horee or under @rainage, a note of the yntended system of Aushing 
would be interesting. Cost of all water-works, both storage and distri- 
bution, how far met: 

(a) By Loans, (b) By Rates. 
Statement of financial position of water schemes, How far loans can be 
reduced. How far is the interest met by the water-ratc, how far does 
the initrest fall on general gevenues, 

A statement ofthe chief accidents and fafiures of supply would be inter- 
esting, with@available details of outbreaks of cholera or other cpidemic 
traceable to an enforced retarn to the use of local well-water in couse- 
quence of the non-local supply being cut eff. 


(3) Roads. 


History,—Under History would come references to old lines of road 
and to early methods of construction: list of the main roads when and 


“1 Compare Administration Report tor 1890-91, 219. 
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under what circumstances made, how and why named. Miloage of ronds 
at beginning of Municipality and at five years’ intervals since. Statement 
to show exsting‘miles of road made, watered, pathed, lighted, bridged. 
The breadth of roads is hardly less important than thor length. 

Schemes for fresh lines of road. * Cause of delay. Frontage pur- 
chuses and other arrangements for making new roads. Set-backs and 
other means for :mproving and widening existing roads. How far are 
sach changes fixed beforehand ? 

Makwg.—Road-making and repairing arrangements, steam rollers, 
character and quantity of metal and sand yearly used in road-making, 
road staff, out-door in-door duties, nature and amount of work, cost. 
How far is cost of roads met’ by vebicle, toll, and public conveyance 
taxes? How much falls on general revenues P 

Watering.—Arrangements foy watering by oart, by bullock, by hand, 
How far is fresh water, how far ‘is salt water uscd? Cost of watering 
staff? How far done by contract? How far it varies at different 
tames of the year ? . 

Paths.—What is the length and breadth of foot-paths, miles gra- 
velled, miles paved with stone, with cement, with asphalt P How does 
each of the different styles of pavement answer P Special difficulties in 
the way of keeping foot-paths m order. 

Lighis.—What are the hghting arrangements, the staff, the cost P 
How many miles of road are hghted by gas : how many by oil? How 
far are present arrangements satisfactory ? Aro any lighting schemes 
under consideration? When was electric lighting introduced, how 
long was it maintained, on what roads, at what cost? What were 
the difficulties? Why did the nse of the electric light cease? Is 
there any prospect of a revival of electric lighting ? 

Bitdges.—The position, date, measurements, hame and origin of 
name, cosf and distribution of cast betyeen Government, the Munipa- 
lity, the Port Trust, and Railway and other Companies. Traffic and 
eee of the bridge, copy and description of any inscription on the 
bridge. 


Trafie.—How far are traffic returns available? The amount, the 
style of traffic, horse carriages, bullock carriages, carts. Busy hours of 
the day ; busy seasons of the year. Street acciddnts, number, cha- 
racter and causes, Itsecms more suitablé’to” bring street: accidents 
under streets than under health. 


Probably no traffic statistics are available. Still, at least for the iead- 
ing thoroughfares, officials connected with the roads maybe able to 
furnish a useful general estimate of the amount and the character of tho 
trafic. Under traffic a history of the changes and development of 
means of moying would be valuable—Litters or dolis, palanquins or 
pilkhis, sedan chairs, how far formerly used ; how far still in use: ,carts, 
different varieties for carrying merchandisé, improvements, present 
pattern. QUne-bullock carts, mule carts, horse carta, cabriaggs for pas: 
sengers, single bullock, pair bullock. Worse carriages when introduced. 
Varietiea—buggies and hansoms when and why given up. Public 
conveyances, hansoms, omuibuses, trams. Private conveyances, bycicles, 
trycicles, dog-carts, pony carriages, shigrams, tongas, phaetons, yictorias, 
laudaus, barouches ~ 


e 
1 The hast of roads at pee 312 of the 1890 Municipal Administration Report seoms 
not to show breadth. How far are breadth detaila ava lable fiom other sourcea ? 
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Former arrangements. Mae 


Statement of existing system : 
Fire Provision, 189 . 


@STAFFY 


RNatve, 
Now | Cost.| Now } Costs 


European, Total. 


No. | Cost. 


The distribution of fire stations, the means of communicating news of 
fires, the arrangements in the station, time required 
(a) to start from the station, (6) to reach the scene of fire. 
The cost of the stations 
(2) The ground, (®) The building. 

The cost of engines and the. expense of the staff, When the existing 
system was introduced? How far the existing system is complete and 
what changes and what addition&il stations, engines, and staff are pro- 
posed ? What are the conditions of Bombay as regards firesP What 
are its special safeguards? What its special riska? A statement or 
‘table of fires would be valuable, showing the month, the locality, the 
number, the cause, and the estimated loss. To prevent this table proving 
unwieldy, it will be advisable to group the smaller fires, say all fres 
causing jess than Rs. 10,000 of damage. The totals of these smaller 
fires might he shown under the different heads of the statement and the 
plowing summary added as a footnote. Thus: Ofthe....... fires 
causing loss of less then Rs. 10,000, ....... caused between Rs. 10,000 
and Rs. 9000, ...+.+.. between Rs. 9000 and Rs. 8000, and so on in 
decreases of Rs. 1000. Details ©f notable, long-continued, widespread or 
destructive conflagrations would he valuable.* 

(6) Buildings. 

Municipal Offices: Fire Stations. 

Markets, Cattle Sheds. 

Police Stations aad Quarters. _ Latrinea. 

A return should be futnished of the leading Municipal buildings, their 
pee date of building, cost of construction, accommodation, and use, 

n tke cas8 of the Municipal offices, the leading markets, and the Police 
stations, soffie fall description is probably available in printed forms 
(6) Markets. 
The following details should be given in table form + 
Markets, 189 _ 


paar | arms | annem | tnemg| —— Jas] me 


1 Compare Administration Report for 1890-91, 334-347, 
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Besides these details, some account is required of the arrangements 
for secaring order, cleanliness, and lighting in the different Municipal 
markets During what honrs of the day 1s the market open to the 
pubhe? Details should be given of the quantities of the different arti- 
cles offered for salg and the quantities sold, with a statement of how tho 
remainder 1s disposed of. In addition to the administrative dotails, of 
which official record is probably avaiable, the Soperintendent of the 
Market or other experienced, official could furnish much general infor- 
mation regarding Bombay marketing To what classes of the population 
do the sellers and stali-holders belong? Whatarrangements do stall-holders 
usually make for securimg a stall and for renewing their stock? OF 
what articles or class of articles ia the supply suffietent, of what insnffi- 
cient? From where do the different articles come? Through what 
hands do they pass between the grower or rearer and the retail market 
stall-holder ? The increase in price from the grower to the stall-holder 
or other retail-seller. How far of late years has the cost mereased or 
diminished ? What is the canse of the change? How far does there 
seem a fashion im the demand for articles? How far have certain 
articles come into demand and again fallen into disfavour? Special 
interest attaches to any new articles 6r tothe opening of any new 
sources of supply by the spread of railways or by rapider steamers. The 
seasons when the different articles come to market. Changes in supply, 
changes in price. Again, am account of marketing from the buyers’ side 
would be interesting. What classes come to buy? From what parts 
of the City do they come? Among what classes do servants, do women, 
do men, carry on the marketing? What portion of the day is the 
buying time for the leading articles of daily consumption? At what 
hour of the day do the different classes of buyers, the rich the middle 
and the poor attend the markets ? How far have any classes or races 
a special weekly market day ? If ap what is theday? What observances 
have the buyers and sellera of different rhces and of different articles for 
luck or to keep off the evil eye? When°marketing do any classes 
observe any practices or rites in honour of the guardian or spirit of the 
market place? How far is there any feeling that it is lucky to begin a 
day’s purchases or sales with some particular article, or by a transaction 
with a person belonging to some particular class, sex, or age 2, 


(7) Gardens, 
Municipal Gardens, 189 


List of Gardens = 


Recsiptse 


Name, | Position, 
Visitors’ | Produce 


Fees. | Sales. 
* 


Making. } Keeping, 


Besides the tabular statement some description of each gardem 
should be given: its attractions, walks, water, grass, trees shrubs, flowers, 
animals, Has it any temples or shrines, monuments, fountains, or other 
objects of interest, inclading rare or noteworthy shrubs or trees? Under 
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what circumstances was the garden made? How was the cost distribut- 
ed? A list of cages, fountains, or other gifts, with value, date, and namo - 
of giver. Under cost of kecp, the quantity of water used and the ehargo. 
Under visitors the ciasses who come, the time of day they come, how they 
spend their time in the garden ; on what occasions speeial numbers visit 
the garden. Are any local fairs held in the garden? How far is the 
garden used as a picnic place, at what season, by what classes? Under 
staff should be shown the strength of the waich or police. What offences 
are committed in the garden, thefts, assaults, damage to trees? Under 
*receipts, gate-money, when levied, at what rates. Who attend on free 
days, who on fee days? What income if derived from the sale of articles 
grown in the garden? Development of income from sales of produce. 
Fatare increase of this source of profit. 


(8) Museums. 


The name, position, cost, date of founding, staff, description of build- 
ings, list of contents or at least a summary of contents and a note of 
the clef objects of interest in the collection. The chief wants of the 
institution, any scheme for developing and completing it. Recerpts from 
fees or other sources. Whon*and at what rato fees are charged? 
What numbers attend, to what classes they belong? What is their 
object in coming? Is the Museum formally used for oducational 
purposes? If so, what subjects are taught and to what class do the 
learners belong ? 

(3) HEALTH. 


Administrative staff. Work done; quantities of garbage and night- 
soil romoved. Improvements required. Dafficulties in enforcing health 
rules. Unhealthy conditions in different wards or quarters of the City. 
Improvements in the past; present shortcommgs; futuro expectations, 
Vital statistics for a series of yearg Details of births and deaths 
prouped—by ward or district? by months; by caste or race; by sex. 
Yor deaths in addition by*age, by occupation, by different forms of 
discase. Violent deaths, muiders, suicides, Accidental deaths, by falls 
from trees or heights, by fire, by falling houses. By risks of calling, 
by street accidents. Under all these heads the details seem 1emarkably 
complete, with careful and intelhgent grouping, the results would be 
specially interesting. Sone account should be given of the chief: 
epidemics of which record remains, The timo each lasted, the begin- 
ning, the «waxing, the waning, the disappearance, The spread of the 
discase thvpugh the different wafds and quarters ofthe City. What 
caste, calling, sex, or age seemed specially open to attack or free from 
attack, The leading symptoms of the disease at its different stages. 
The special measures taken to arrest the disease and to separate the sick. 
The treatment and its results, Any insight obtained into the origin, 
the spread, or the disappesrance of the disease. Chances of sumilar yisitu- 
tions, Preventive and curative measnres*to be adopted.! _ 

The Heath Department have valuable information on two additional 
subjects. Of these one, the account of which might come under crafta 
and callings, are detmls of dangerous «and unwholesome trades and 
commodities, In treating this subject the heensing rules might be’ 
described, the locdlities set apart, the different nnwholesome or dangerous 
eallngs and the conditions enforced. The income from liconse fccs, the 
duties and the cost of supervision, the offences against the rales. ’ 


5 Admumstration Report for £590-91, 375 - 555, 576-570. 
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The other subject regarding which the Health Department has 
specil information is markets, Details of the enforcing of health rules 
and of the punishment of dealers in unwholesome food are of special 
value, Probably many of the details regarding the social aspccts of the 
warkels may be best obtained from officials connected with the Health 
Depw tment.) 


Tho full details supplied by Inspector Higgins for the Bandra 
Staughter-house in the Thénk Gazetteer show how much valuable inform- 
ation 1s available. 


(4), EDUCATION. 


Under Education would come an account of the share the Municipality 
tikes m SRE panne schools, For the Municipal schools the following 
details should as far as possle be supplied. The position that is tho 
ward and street, the name or number of the school, the style of balding, 
the rent pad. the accommodation with or without play ground or 
gymnasium, and the language taught—English, Vernacular, Classic or 
other langoage, other subjects taught, any craft or physical training. 
The teachers, number, pay, race, qualificatiéns. The pupils by race 
and sox Their parents’ calling and place of living, the rates and 
amounts of fees, the cost of the school; a list of gifts, prizes, and endow- 
ments and the results of examination. The defects of existing arrange- 
ments, the developments and improvements under consideration. How 
far are the educational officers of tho Municipality the proper authorities 
to show the extent to which the different castes and classes in the 
different parts of the City know to read and wnite and are sending their 
boys ant girls of school-age ta school? How far are the Municipal 
schoolmasters or other officials in a position to shqw to what extent the 
different classes have overcome their distrust of school influence for girls 
and of English and otber hghtr education for boys? How far the 
higher education has been overdone and 13 now the subject of a re- 
action ? To what causes this re-action 1s to be traced and what remedies 
can be suggested? How far has the idea of technical—that is of 
eraft—schooling found favour? What classes take to this form of craft 
trang? How far 1s their object the hope that the Technical Instituto 
may prove a side-door to Government service? How far do the parents, 
huw far do the Jads intend to earn their hving by the practice of a craft? 
OF the lads who have passed*through the Institatg, are details available 2 
llow many are earning their living by the exercise of qualifications 
cbtained from their training in the Technical Institate?? 

Tn addition to the purely Municipal administrative details, the chief 
Sabject on which the Mamieipal records can supply information 1s the 
Development of the City, The history of the taxes is an index to the 
growth of population and wealth ; the house-tax to the number and, value 
of houses ; the animal and vehizle tax to wealth and business. The record 
of works done is a second important factor in any record’of progress: 

Less directly the Municipal registration system supplies for a long 
seules of years highly useful details of the price of land and of the value 
uid numbers of buildings in the different parts of the City. Thus mass of 
nformation is chiefly available and might be most serviceably, arranged 
tdcr the different Municipal wards. 
ge ren 

! Admiistiation Report for 1890-91, 563-566, 
7 Comyare Admumetration Report for 1890-91, 590-595. 
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Wards.—-A statement of the limits of cach ward : its area : mileage of 
streets of different classes ; number of buildings of different classes ; number” 
of people, greatest density, least density, average. How far evenly peopled : 
how far empty spaces mixed with crowded areas, Is the ward on the 
whole @ rich or a poor quarter : is it rising or waning? What changes 
have taken place since the Municipality was started or from other con- 
venient epoch? Spread of buildings, growth of factories, increase in the 
different castes and races, changes n the oceupation and condition of the 
people? What character does the ward bear for erder, health, cleanliness, 
prosperity ? What changes can be noticed under these heads during the 
last twenty or other available term of yefys ? 

In illustration of these general remarks would follow tables or abstracts 
showing the registration of properties m each ward: differont classes of 
properties; increase in houses: increase gn rents: decrease in rents. This 
through a series of years would throw valuable light on the condition of 
Bombay, especially if care were taken to show in what portions of wards 
property values and rents had risen or fallen, and as far as possible whut 
was the cause of change. 

In recording these changes in fhe number and valuations of propertics, 
care must be taken to show when the rise is due to the enhanced valuation 
of existing properties ; to the erection of fresh buildings ; to increase of 
rate ; to properties previously existing but formerly untaxed! 

Indirect information of change in the value of land and house proporty 
is also available from the followmg sources?: 

(1) Street set-backs, 
(2) Sales of Municipal lands, 


To avoid the risk of misleading, this information should be compiled 
by some one acquainted with the conditions under which the set-backs 
were effected and the Municipal lands sold, The followmg details would 


Lind Values, 


be required ; 


. 


Remarks, 


Cost rea Squarn Yarp, 


Year, | Ward. | Streef,{ Arca, 


Averayo, 


Reclatnations. 


A further point on which the Municipal Reports contain valuable 
information is the filling of low land. Details might be givon in the 


‘ 3, 
following form ®; Land Raising, 


Year. Lacalty. 


1 Adminfatration Report for 1890-91, 13, 164 
2 Admimstration Report for 1890-91, 294-295, 305. 
3 Compare Administration Report for 1890-91, 255. 
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As the filling of its low lands is at once one of tho greatest and most 
characteristic improvements effected in the Island of Bombay, all available 
details should, 2f possible, be collected. 


G.—POPULATION 


The third leading source of information 1s enquiry regarding the 
people. The chief pomts of enquiry regarding the people follow in detail 
for Hindus and for Musalm4as. Farther repetition seems unnecessary 
since, with very shght adaptations, the same questions suit the case of 
the other main classes of Bymbay Population Christians, Parsis, Jews, 
Armenians, and Chinese, 


HINDUS, 


J. Census figures will be entered in the Compiler’s office. In what 
out-of-India places are members of the caste found; in whaf parts of 
India beyond Bombay Presidency limits; in what parts of the Bombay 
Presidency out of Bombay City? Information regarding the distribu- 
tion of the caste over the difterené wards of the city and island should 
be noted, especially any ward, street, or square where the caste musters 
strong enough to have the locality called>by itsname either officially or 
in common talk. How do the 1891 census details compare with the 
details of former censuses or with any other available information 
regarding their strength and distribution m Bombay in former years ? 

2. Details of origin come under the two heads of tradition and book 
references. Traditions should be recorded with any available notice of 
the source of the tradition. Where book references are available, the 
authority should be quoted with details of chapter and verse. The 
Bombay history of a caste comes under three divisions : 

(a) The history and condition of the class before their arrival in 

Bombay. 

(8) The cause and date of theit comiag to Bombay. 

(c) Thexr hfe in Bombay. 
Under (c) comes a notice of their connection with or share in important 
events since their arrival in Bombay. Any change in their rehgious 
leaders, in the position and relations of the caste to other castes ; in their 
appearance, speech, dress, style of house, place of ebaes way of living, 
social and religious practices, social position, employment, ‘condition. 
How far do they continue to own land and houses and maintain connec- 
tion with the part of the coanery where they were settled beforg they came 
to Bombay? Do they consider themselves natives of Bombay? If so 
how many years have passed since they first came to regard Bombay as 
their home ? ' 

Four points indirectly throw light on origin and history : home-speech, 
names, surnames, household gods. The name of the dialect or the cause 
to which the peculiarity of speech seems traceable. The names in com- 
mon use for men and for womem Has any chdnge in names been recently 
introduced? To what is the chdnge due? What are thd chief surnames 
and how far are surnames relics of difference of tribe? Is this difference 
taken into account in setiling weddings? If so, what is the rule? 


Must both the girl and the boy Have the same or must they have different - 


surnames? The name and the districh where the chief shring of the 
family deity is should be recorded. ~* - 

8. The subdivisions of the caste or tribe. The origin of the snb- 
divisions. How far are the different subdivisions distinct communitics ? 
Do the members of the different subdivisions eat together? Do they 
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intermarry ? In the higher castes the family stoeks or gofras are valna- 
ble. How does the question of gotra affect a marriage ? 

4. How do you recognize a man or a woman of the caste? Have they 
any peculiarity of face, figure, ur bearing? Which of the well-known 
classes are they like? And in what respects are they peculiar? In the 
case of classes which seem to you to represent the earliest people of tho 
island, information under the head of appearance should, if possible, be 
full. In such cases the chief points to notiee are, in comparison with 
ordinary Hindus, size, shape, strength, liability to any special disease, 


length of life, colour of skin, expression of feature, form of face, size and 


colour of eyes, style of features, height of*yose, thickness of lips, promi- 
nence of cheek bones, and texture of hair, 

5. Under speech the chief ‘point is, how far the home tongue differs 
from the standard Hindn dialect, and kow far it differs from what tbe 
people themselves talk in public? The differences are chiofly of two 
classes: pronunciation of letters and use of strange words. The source 
of the peculiarities should, if possible, be noted. Ts there any trace of a 
former disused home speech? How far in the case of Kamfthi or other 
Telugu, Tamil, Malabéri or Kanagese castes is Mardthi taking the place of 
their former home-speech? How far is Gujarati taking the place of 
Urdu, Marwari, Hindi, or other northern dialect? How far in any casto 
is English becoming the home-speech? When any change of home- 
speech can he traced, kindly ascertain the date and origin of the change : 
the section of the family who first took to the change, the father, the 
mother, the school-boys or girls, How far and with what results is tha 
change of home-speech hkely to spread ? 

.6. In what style of a house do the rich, the middling, the poor 
families of the caste live? How far and with what results have the 
conditions of Bombay residence interfered with family hfe? How far 
does the number of men aan the namber of women and the propor- 
tion of adults to children expeed the normal, proportion? What are tho 
effects of this and other special Bombay conditions on the style of 
house? How far among the rich, middbng, and poor does the family 
own the house? How far does it rent a whole house: how far has it 
only rooms in some barrack or chal? How far are rich, well-to-do, and 
poor dwellers in chd?s long settled in the same chal? How far are they 
able to fil the chél with*families of their own class or their own 
country? What-house arrangements do bachelors or men whose wives 
are pp-coutitry make?” How far do they lve with relations or friends 
as one of the family: how far do ‘they live in inns, in clubs, in lodg- 
ings? In the different classes of honse or lodging what rents are 
charged and what sleeping, cooking, bathing, and closet accommodation is 
provided? In all cases the state of the house, its cleanness or untidi- 
ness, the honsehold goods, the quantity and value of cooking vessels and 
dishes, the staif of servants, and the number of usefal or of pet animals, 
are valuable ag evidence of character and condition. 

7, Are the caste excessive or moderate eaters? Are they good cooks? 
Is there anything special, anything proverbial, about their style of cook- 
ing and their favourite dishesP Whatis their every-day food? Do 
they obgerve Pg, veeed practices at meals; have they any apecial 
hohday Aiahice ? ben and what sort of caste feasts do they give? Is 
animal food eaten? If so, when and what kinds? Is flesh eaten only 
after being sacrificed, or only on holidays, or how? To what deity isthe 
animal sacrificed ? Is 1t the cost or is it religious scruple that prevents 
animal food being regularly used? Ilas there been any change of late 
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as regards eating animal food? To whatis the chango due? What 
ure the people’s views about eating cattle, swine, or poultry ? 

8 Do they drink, suwoke, or otherwise use intoxicants? If they 
drmk alcohol, are they témperate in its use? Do they take 16 duly on 
only on special occasions ? Are any other stimalants or navcutics used ? 
If sa, what and how and when are they taken? Has there been any 
recent change in the amount orim the kind of stimulant? If so, to 
what has the change been due ? 

9, What is characteristic mm the’dress of the men, the women, and 
the children of the caste? How do the men wear their head and face 
bait? How do the women wear their hair? Do they deck 1t with 
flowers? Do they use false har? Are the mon and women neat and 
tasteful 10 their dress? Have they any special hking for gay colours ® 
Note any peculiarity in the artio’zs of the men’s ordinary dress, the loin- 
cloth, waistcloth, shouldercloth, jacket, headscarf cap or turban, and 
shoes How in form or material does their holiday and their ceremonial 
dvess differ from their every-day dress? Have there been recent changes 
tn the shape or material and to what have the changes been due? Where 
are thew clothes made? Where are,they~bought* The same for 
women’s dress, noticing specially how the robe is worn. Do most familics 
have a good stock of clothes for ordinary and special wear? What 
ornaments do the men and the women wear? Is there anything special 
in the style? What tokens of mouraing aro usually worn by men, by 
women, by children? On what occasions are signs of mourning won 
how long does the wearmg of mourning last how far 1s its wearmye 
optional ? 

10. Describe the daily hfe of a man, a woman, a child. What aro 
their ordinary hours of work, their busy season, their slack time, their 
holidays ? Trace the life of a man and a woman through their different 
stages from childhood to age. In?unsetgled castes note generally how 
they divide the year between Bombay and up-country and thew modo of 
life in each division of their year. 

11, What is their positien m any locad caste st? What position do 
they claim for themselves? With whom will they eat and meet socially 
on an cyual footing 2? What classes hold aloof from them? From what 
classes do they hold aloof? Has there becn anv rectnt change in this 
respect ? 

12. What is the social, religious, and businegs reputation of the 
caste? What characteristic is showg in their own customs and ‘pro- 
verbs or im there neighbours’ proverbial or other estimate ‘of them? 
How far are they clean, neat, idle or hard-working, honest, sober, thrifty, 
hot or cool-tempered, hospitable, orderly, rehgious? What is their 
character for enterprize? How far sre they tiavellers by land or by 
sea? By land what parts of India outside of the Bombay Presidency 
do they vist? Do they travel by land to any Places beyond the borders 
of-India ? Where do they go by sea; with what object dé thay go, with 
what results? Have they always been ready to travel or is this fond- 
ness for travelling a new development? Any iwformation regarding 
their existing and past scttleménts westwards in the Persian Gulf, 
Arabian and Red Sea and Kast African Coasts : and eastevards infCeylon, 
Burma, Siam, the Straits Setilements and Java or China, with dotails 
of their object m travellmg, their life in foreign parts, the extent to 
which and the means by which they maintain Hindu rules in foreign 
ands, is an interesting and important feature in the accotnt of many 
Bombay castes, How far among this glass has fhe more recent practice 
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of travelling to Europe been introduced ? What are the difficulties, the 

objects, and the resulis? How far in Bombay 1s the class settled ot 

TaAgratOry ? if migratory what portions of the year do they spend in 

Bombay ? Where do they live when absent from Bombay? How far 

is their migratory character disappearmg? Are,they beginning to 

owe in Bombay all the year round? If sv to whatis the chunge 
ue? 

13, Is the class by name or by history associated with any special 
craft or calling? If£1t is, how far and under what circumstances has the 
practice of their special calling ceased? By the exercise of what calling 
do the bulk of the class earn their Itying? In what other ways do 
members of the- class support themselyes? Do they enter Government 
service in its higher revenue and judicial branches, or as clerks, os 
police, ag soldiers, or as mechanics im the Mint, Dockyard, Arsenal, or other 
Government workshops? How far do members of the class enter the 
service of the Municipality, of the Port Trust, of the Railways, or of trad. 
ing, manufacturing, and other companies? What is the school or college 
training of those who enter these branches of service? At what age do 
they begin to draw pay? On what pay and position do they begin and 
to what pay and position do hee riseP Of those who enter one of the 
professions what is the training 

a) in school and college ? 

; b) as assistants or apprentices P 

What are the duties of their profession? At what age does the pro- 
fession begin to support them? What measure of success in 1ucome, 
position, and respect may the profession be fairly expected to secure ? 
How far do the wives and daughters of men in Government service or 
in professions add to the family income or aid it hy their services? Of 
those who go into trade what branches of trade do they generally follow ? 
How far are they hereditary deglers in any article of trade or merchandise? 
Do they enter into new lines of business? What is their traming . 
what is them success? From whom do they buy, to whom do they sell ? 
Do any members make a living as manufacturers? If so, what do 
they make? Do they work by steam or hand power? What is the 
character and size of their factories? Do the wives or daughters of 
merchants and trfders add to the family earnings or aid the family by 
their services P 

In what articles do those of them who are shopkeepers generally deal P 
Is their bfisiness wholesale or retail P From whom do they buy, to whom 
do they sdi?? What is their training at school and in the shop? What 
amount of success may they look for? What would be considered 
marked success, moderate success, and failure? How far do the wives 
and daughters of shopkeepers add to the family income or aid 1b by their 
services? Do any men of the class take service as sailors or as soldiers ? 
If so, do they take service m sailing vessels or in steamors and as 
seamen, cgptaibs, or engweers? Do they make long voyages and visit 
distant lands? If so, where do they go? Has the class now or had it 
formerly a name for skill and daring as sailors? How far do they take 
service in the army? Ifso, in what branch do they serve? Are they 
ready tg undergg foreign service ? Ig the practice of any craft specially 
associated with the name or with the history of the class Po What 
training or ‘appreuiticeship . do they undergo? How long does the 
training last?“ What processes have they to learn? What articles 
have they to make ? -At whatage and after what experience are they 
considered master workers P? How ‘far is a fairly skilled worker sure of, 
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employment? What is his position? Is he an independent dealor 
baying the raw material with his own money and selling the finished 
article or does he work for some moneylender or other man of camtal 
who advances fands or does he work under some fellow-craftsman who 
supphes the raw material and takes the msk of disposing of the finished 
article and pays the worker by the pieceoP In each of these different 
positions what are mghest average and lowest gross and net earnings P 
How far 1s the craft heredvary with those who practise it? How far 
lins it been lately adopted asa means of hving? If so, how did the 
workers previously support themselves? What changes have recently 
taken place? How far has thofspread of steam factories interfered with, 
how far has 1t helped their craft? If the products of their craft have 
been more or less ousted by factory products, to what calling have the 
craftsmen taken? How far dgthey practise other crafts : how far have 
they found work in factories: how far have they fallen to be unskilled 
labourers ? 

Of those who go abroad to earn their living what craft, trade, or 
occupation do they follow when abroad: and how do they employ them- 
selves when they return to Bombay or to their native country? Of 
those who are migratory and hve only part of the year in Lombay, what 
is theie occupation when up-country at their homes ? 

14, Condition is closely connected with calling. Is their craft or 
ealling prospering or declining? Ifso to what is the change due? If 
there 1s little change is their work steady or well paid, or 1916 uncertain 
on poorly paid? Has there been any change of late years? 

5. Take a representative family, a man, wife, two children and 
one aged 1elation or dependant, and estimate their expenditure, thor 
way of living beg neither miserly nor extravagant If 1t 1s not pos- 
sible to give detailed or precise estimates, stall under the leading heads 
extremes of expenditure may genarally pe fixed. Of ordinary expendi- 
ture under house the cost of the house to build and to rent The value of 
the furniture and other household goods, the outlay on servants’ wages 
aud on the keep of domestic animdls. The ordinary charges for food 
and drivk. The yearly outlay on dress and the value of the clothes in 
store. Under special expenditure details should be given of the charges 
incurred on occasions of birth, threadgirding, marriage, coming of age, 
pregnancy, and death. In each case the dffidrence of cost should be 
shown when the ceremony is fora son and for a daughter. 

16, Are the class on the whole indebted or frée from debt? What 
is the usual cause of indebtedness? ‘Is it their style of lveay, whether 
their ordinary or special expenses: oris it the state of the markets, the 
failure of demand for or the fall in value of the products of their skill ? 
From whom do members of the class generally borrow ; from professional 
moneylenders or from men of means with whom they have derlings 10 
the way of trade? Is their credit good@ At what rates dd they 
borrow ? 

17. Are the caste religions? Have they family gods, Rave they a 
family priest? J£ so, to what caste does he belong? Do they respect 
Brahmans? Do they call Brélemans to conduct their chief ceremonies ? 
At what ceremonies are Brihmans required? If they do not call 
Bréhmans, who acts as priest? Do, they belong to any sect? Do they 
worship the ordinary Bréhmanic gods? If so for which of them have 
they the greatest respect? Do they keop the regular Hindu holidays? 
Tf s0, which are thar chief days? Do they mako pilgrmages? If go, to 
what shrines? Have they a spiritual head or guide, guiu? To what 
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sect does he belong’ Wow did they come to make him their guide? 

Wht are their relations to him? What does he do for them, what do- 
they do forhim? How far does ther guide proselytize and try to gct 

new followers? How is the suecession settled? If they do not belong 

to a sect, what 18 their chief object of woiship, villagg gods, local gods? 

How do they conduct the worship, who acts as priest, what offerings are 

made, what days are specially kept? Whatis the image of the god Irke ? 

What are bis attributes? How fardo they believe in sorcery, witchcraft, 

soothsaying® To what classes do the sorcerers witches and sovthsayers- 
belong? When are they consulted? What powers have they? Is 

there any special class of mediams? Wéaat nursery or other observances 

are there to keep off ill-tack or secure gobd-luck ? To what estent or in 

what circumstances 1s the evil eye feared? What mtes are observed to 

avoid or to cure the evil eye? How farare omens observed and astro- 

logers consulted? Do children generally havea horoscope? Ifso, who 

prepares it? What does it contain P What does it cost? How far do 
the class trace their success in trade or their other prosperity to the 
favour of some god, religious leader, or saint? If so, what measures are 

taken, what rites are performed. to sccure and maintain the saint’s or 

the guardian's fxeonse 

18. Which of the sixteen regular customs or sanskdrs do the caste 
keep? Have they avy spacialceremonies? Please give these in as great 
detail as possible. Follow an individeal from birth to death, and give 
in detail the rites and practices on all cercmonial occasions. Have any 
changes been made of late years? Under marriage four points are to ba 
noticed : child marriage, widow marnage, polygamy, and traces of poly- 
andry. 

19 What special organization Las the caste as a separate social com- 
munity? By what*agency are social disputes between members of 
the caste settled ? How far is the setjlement of disputes the fonction of 
the religious head? How far 6f an hereditary or elective social leader ? 
How far are such questions referred to 2 committee of the caste or to 8 
general caste meeting ? If there 1s a social headman what is his title ? 
How did he gain bis position and what are his duties and fanctions? If 
disputes are referred to a class conncil who chooses the members , how 
many members are, there, is the social head the president? What 
arrangements have they for hearing or settling disputes P If disputes 
are referred to a general meeting of the caste what arrangements bave 
they, for calling a meeting, for conducting a meeting, and tor ascertain- 
ing and reeprding the decision of the majority ? How far has the caste: 
a trade or craft organization distinct from its social organization? Are 
disputes relating to employment or wages settled by one headman, by a 
council, or ata mass meeting? Whatsort of trade questions arise ; what 
action is generally taken? Do the traders or the majority of the caste 
ever erganize strikes or procnre the boycotting of offending classes or 
individuals? How far has any recent chinge taken plage in trade organi- 
zations? #Vhat is the nature of the change and to what 1s it dae? 

20. Do they send their boys and girls to school? If so, how long do 
they keep them and what do they teach them? Do they take to new par 
suits? Are they a msing, asteady, or a falling class? How far are the 
callings‘or erafts*s hich at present support the bulk of the caste likely to 
continue to snppert them? In the event of the existmg employment 
failing, what chence do their history and present character give that the 
caste will succeed in finding other not less gainful cisployment ? How 
tar do the caste take advantage of the new traimmg in the School of Arts, 
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the Technical Institute, the Railway and other engineering workshops or 
in factories? How far docs the caste seem unable to adapt itself to social 
and trade changes ? Does any considerable number of them seem hkely 
to fall to be labourers? By what means can such a decline be stayed ? 

In the case of classes who yearly come and go between Bombay and 
some up-country home, what is the prospect of their settling in Bombay ? 
It they settle what occupation are they hkely to secure? And are the 
chances in Iavour of their sacrease or decline in comfort and well-being 
by becoming permanent dwellers in Bombay ? 


MUSALMA'NS. 


1. Please begin with a short paragraph stating the name, sect, and 
total Bombay strength of the class, noting whetker they are converts or 
strangers, and whether or notshey form a separate community. 

2 In what ont-of-India places are members of this class found? In 
what parts of India beyond Bombay Presidency limits? ‘In what parts 
of the Bombay Presidency out of Bombay City? How do the 1891 
details of strength and distribution compare with the details of former 
consusts ? What according to the 1891 censusis their strength and 
distribution in the different wards or quarters of the city or island P 
Note any ward, strect, or square where the caste musters strong enough 
to have the locality called by its name either officially or,in common talk. 

3. Details of origin come under the two heads of tradition and of 
look references. Traditions should be recorded with any available notice 
of the source of thé tradition. Where book references are available, the 
anthority should be quoted with details of chapter and verse. Listory 
comes ander three divisions * 

(a) The history of the class befora their arrival in Bombay. 

(b) The cause and date of their coming to Bombay. * 

(¢) A notice of their connection with important events in Bombay, 
Since their arrival in Bombay has any change taken place in their religi- 
ous leaders, in their position and relations to other divisions of Islim, au 
their appearauce, specch, dress, style of house, place of abode, way of 
hiying, sociat and rehgious practices, social position, employment,’ or 
condition ? How far do they continue to own land or houses, and main- 
tain connection with the part of the country whcre they were settled 
before they’ came to Bombay? Do they cdfsider themselves natives of 
Bombay ? If so how many years have passed since they first came to, 
regard Bombay as their home? Among the points which*throw bght 
on origm and history are: appearance, dress, home speeci, names, and 
surnames. Any details on these points are valuable. Under home speech 
the name and peculiarities, and if possiule the source of these pecuhan- 
ties should be noted. Under names, those in common use for men and 
women : any change in the style of names and cause of change 1f avail- 
able. Under surnames a list of as mnany*ag are available, with a note 
how far the name is tribal or tocal. If local, whethen the name-giving 
place is in or is outside of India. 

+ By what peculiarity of face, figure, or bearing do you identify a 
man or a woman of this class? Which of the leading Musalmén classes 
do they most resemble? In what respects aro they peculiar ® How far 
do foreign wandering or isolated classes differ from ordimary Munsalméns 
io size and shape, in strength or weakness, in liability to special disease, 
in long or short-livedness, in colour of skin, in liveliness or dreaminess of 
espression, in form of face, in sizeof eye, in regolarity of feature, in 
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height or flatness of nose, in thinness of lip, in prominence of chook 
bones, in roundness or gauntness of cheek, in curl or lankness of head 
and face hair ? - 

5 A few of the most marked peculiarities of their home speech would 
he useful, How far does the home tongue differ from the standard local 
Musalman dialect ? How far does 1t differ from the pabhe speech of the 
same class? Are the peculiarities of home speech more marked among 
the women. than among the men? The differences between pubho and 
home speech are chiefly of two classes: the odd soundmg of certam let. 
éers, and the use of strange words, The source of the pecuharities should, 
if possible, be noted. How far is a former dialect passing mto disuse P 
How faris Urdu taking the place of Mardihi, Hind), Gujarati, or one of 
the South Indian langnages? Jow faris Enghsh becoming a home 
speech ? When any change of home speech can be traced, kindly ascev- 
tain the date and origin of the change: the section of the family who 
first fook to the change. Wasitthe father, the mother, the school boys 
or ghls? How far and with what result 2s this change of home speech 
likely to spread ? 

6 In what style of house do the rich, the middling, and the psor 
families of the class hve? How®far and with what results have the 
conditions of Bombay residence interfered with family life? How far does 
the number of men exceed the number of women, and the proportion of 
adults to children exceed the normal proportion? What are the effecta 
of this and other specia] Bombay conditions on the style of house ? How 
fac among the rich, middling, and poor does the family own the house ? 
How far does 1 rent a whole house? How far has it only rooms in 
some barrack or cid! ? How far are 11ch, well-to-do, and poor dwellers 
1u chils long settled in the same cdl? How far are they able to fill the 
chal with faeaihes of their own class or their own country P What hoase 
arrangements do bachelors or men whoge wives are up-country, make P 
How far do they live in inns, 4n clubs, in lodgings? In the different 
classes of house or lodging, What rents are charged ? And what sleeping, 
cooking, bathing, and closet accommodation is provided ? 

7. Of what does the ordinary, the holiday, and the public-feaat food 
of men and women of the class consist P Are the men and women great 
eaters or dyinkcrs, oware they temperate in food and in drink? Are they 
good cooks? Is there wmyé#hung special, anything proverbial in their 
style of cooking, and their pet dishes? When and what sort of caste 
feastsdo they give? Is beefeatenP Hasany change of tood been lately 
introduced ee If so what was the cltinge, and why ‘was it made ? 

8. Do the people of this class drink, smoke, or-otherwise use any 
intoxicant? If so what and on what occasions? If they drink alcobol, 
are they temperate inits use? Do they drink alcohol datly or on special 
occasions only P Are any other stimalants or narcotics used? If so, 
what and how and when gre they taken? Has there been any recent 
change in the ampunt or in the kind-of st}nalant? [fso to what has 
the change ben due ? 

9. What is the m-door, out-door, and ceremonial dress of men, of 
yromen, and of children before and aftereBis-millah or puberty ? How 
do the men and women wear thor head hair, and the men their face hair ? 
Do either nen or Women deck their hair with foaers, wear false hair, or 
dye their hair? +Iso, when and in what way? Are the men, are tho 
worncn neat and olean in their dress P_ Have they any special liking for 
gay colours, or for certain hnes and shades? Whatis peenhar in the 
oidimary dyess of the men? The lomeloth, shonldercluth, jacket, head- 
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scart cap or turban, shoes? How does their holiday dress differ 
from their every-day dress in form, material, or colour ? Have any changes 
been recently 1utroduced into the shape or material of the men’s cloihes ? 
To whats this change due? Where are their clothes made’ Whero 
aie they bought? Similar details should be given for women’s dress, 
the way of weaung the diess beng pecially noticed. Do the people of 
this class generally have a good stock of clothes for ordinary wear and 
fos special occasious ? What ornaments do the men and the women 
wear on ordinary days and on special occasions? Is there anything 
pecuhar in the form or maternal of their ornaments? An exammmation of 
the names of ornaments sometimes yields valuable information on two 
MLS y 
: (a) the foreign nation from whom the ornament has heen borrowed , 
(U) the onginal substance, gram, leaf, fruit, tooth or claw, of which 
the metal ornament 1s & copy. 
What tokens of mourning are usually worn by men and women? On 
what occasions are signs of mourning worn? How long does the wearing 
uf mourning last ? How far is the wearing optional ? 

10. Please detail the daily life of a man, a woman, a child. What 
are their ordinary hours of work ? 

11 What social position does the class claim for themselves? What 
position do they hold amoug the Musalmdns of Bombay? With whom 
will they eat and meet socially on an equal footing? What classes hold 
aloof from them? From what classes do they hold aloof? Has there 
been any recent change sn this respect ? 

12, Whatis their social, religious, and business reputation? The 
charactemstics of the class, as shown mm their own proverbs oy customs, 
or in the proverbial or other estimate of them by their neighbours, How 
far are they neat, clean, idle or hard-working, honest, sober, thifty, hot 
or cool tempered, hospitable, ordgrly, religious? What is their character 
fov enterprize? How far are they tra¥ellers by land and by sea? By 
land what parts of India outside of the Bombay Presidency and what 
placcs beyond the limits of India do they visit? Where do they go by 
sea? With what object do they go and what result? Have they always 
been 1 eady to travel, or 2s this fondness for travelling a new development P 
How far in Bombay 18 the class settled or migraipry? If, migratory, 
whut portions of the year do they spenden Bombay ? Where do they 
live at othertimes °? How far is their migratory character changing, and 
are they beginning to settle? 

13 Is the class by mame or by thistory associated with, any Bpecial 
cralt or calhng? If it 18, how far and under what circnmstancos has 
the practice of their special calling ceased? By the exercise of what 
caliing do the bulk of the class earn their ying? In what ways other 
than the practice of the main calling do members of the class support 
themselves? Do they enter Government segvice in its higher #evenue 
und judicial branches, or as clarks, as police, a8 soldiers, or as mechanics 
in the Mint, Dockyard, Arsenal, or other Government workshops ? How 
far do members of the class enter the service of the Municipality, of the 
Port Trast, of the Railways, or of the leading manufacturing and other 
companies? What 1s the school or college-traming of those who ente? 
these branches of service? At what age do they begmtodrawpay? In 
what pay and position do they begin and to what pay and position do 
they mee? Of those who enter one of the professiony what 18 the train- 
ing (a) in school and college, (6) as assistants or apprentices? At 
what age docs their profession begin to support them? “What is the 
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nature of their dutics? What measure of success in income position 
and respect may the profession be fairly expected to secure? How tar 
do the wives and daughters of men in Government service or in profes 

sions add to the family income or aidit by their services? Ot those 
who go into trade what bianches of trade do they generally follow P 
How far are they horeditary dealprs in any article of trade or metchan- 
dise? Do they enter into new hues of business? What is their train- 
ing? What is their success? From whom do they buy, to whom do 
they sell? Do any members of the class make their hving as manufac. 
tarers? If so whatde they make? Do they work by steam or hand 
power? What is the character and siz of their factories ? Do the 
wives and daughters of merchants and traders add to tho family earn. 
ings, or ard the family by their services ? In what articles do those of 
them who are shopkeepers generally deal? Is their business wholesve 
or retail? rom whom do they bay, to whom do they sell? What is 
their training at school and in the shop? To what suocess may they 
look forward? What would be considered marked success, what 
moderate success, what failure? How far do the wives and daughters 
of shopkeepers add to the family income or aid it by their services ? 
Do any men of the class take servite as sailors or as soldiers? Jf so do 
they take service in sailimg vessels or in steamers, and as sailora, captains, 
or engineers? Do they make long voyages and visit distant lands ? = If 
so where do they go? Has the class naw or had it formerly a name 
for skill or daring as sailors P How far do they take service in the 
army? If so in what branch do they scrva? Are they ready to undergo 
foreign service? Is the practzce of any craft specially . assocmted 
with the namo or with the history of the class? What traming and 
apprenticeship do they undergo? How ling does it last? What prov 
cesses have they to ltarn? What articles have they tomake? At 
what age and after what experience are they considered master-workera ? 
How far is a fairly skilled worker sure of employment? What 1s his 
position? Is he an independent dealor buying the raw material with 
his own money and selling the finshed articles, or does he wok for 
some moneylender or man of capita} who advances funds; or docs he 
work under somo successful fellow-craftsman who sapples the raw 
maternal and takes the risk of disposing of the finished article and pays 
the worker by the piece? *In*each of these different positions what are 
highest average and lowest gross and net earnings? How far is the 
craft hereditary with thOse who practise it ? How far has it boen lately 
adopted as atneans of hving? If sé how did tie workers previously 
support themselves? What change has recently taken place? ow 
far has the spread of steam factomes interfered with, how far has it 
helped their crait? If the products of their special crafts have been 
more or less ousted by factory prodacts to what callings have the crafts- 
men taken? How far do they practiso gther crafts? How far have 
they found work ip factories? How far have they fallea to be uuskilled 
labourers ? Of those who go abroad to earn their hving, what craft, 
trade, or occupation do they follow when abroad,and how do they employ 
themselves when they return to Bombay-or to their native country ? 
Of those who are wigratory and remain only part of the year in Bowbay 
what is their oceapation in Bombuy, and what is their occnpation when 
‘up-country at their homes ? 

14. Condition is* closely connected with calling. Is the craft or calling 
by which the bulk of the class earn their living prospering or declining ? 
Is their work steady and well paid ? Or is it uncertain and poorly paid ? 
Has there been any change of laie yelirs F 
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-15. Trace the life of a man and & woman through the different 
stages from childhood to age. In unsettled classes note generally how 
they divide the year between Bombay and ap-country and their modo 
of hfe during each division of the year. Estimate the expenditure of a 
family of husband wife, two children, and one aged relative or dopendant 
whose living is neither lavish nor Btingy. Ifit 1s not possible to give 
detailed or precise estimates, still under the leading heads extremes of 
expenditure may generally be fixed. Of ordinary expenditare under 
house would come the cost of the house to build and to rent, the value 
of the furniture and other household goods, the cost of servants’ waged 
and the keep of domestio axdmals, the ordinary charges for food and 
drink, the yearly outlay on dress and the value of the clothes in stock. 
Of special expenditure details should be given of the charges incurred 
on occasions of birth, marriage, coming of age, pregnancy, and death. 
In each case the difference in cost should be shown, when the ceremony 
is for ason and fora daughter. 

16, Are the class as a whole indebted or free from debt? What is 
the usual cause of indebtedness? Is it their style of living, whether 
their ordinary or special expenses® Qr is it the state of the markets, 
the failure of demand for, or the fallin value of, the products of their 
skill? From whom do members of the class generally borrow, from 
professional moneylenders or from men of means with whom they have 
deahngs in the way of trade? Is their craft good? At what rates do 
they borrow P How far do the well-to-do among them lend money ? 
li so at what rates and under what name do they accept interest ? 

17. Are the people of the class, asa rule, religious? Do they mako 
pilgnmages? If so to what shrines? How far do they believo in 
sorcery, witchcraft, soothsaying? To what class de the sorcerers 
witches and soothsayers belong? When are they consulted P_ What 
powers are they supposed to possess? ,Do the people employ any spe- 
cial class of mediums P 

18 Has the class @ special religious head? Who ishe? Why was 
he chosen? How is the succession arranged ® Where does their religi- 
ous head hve? Whatare his functions? Is he judge in civil as well 
ag in religious matters? How far do they consult him or seek his bless- 
ing in connection with their business or prospects > Are* vows ever 
mado to their religious head ? What ordinat'y and whatspecial payments 
do the members of the class:make to their head ? 

19, What nursery or other observances are fhere to keép off ill-luck 
or secure good-luck? °To what extent and in what circuBtances is the 
evil eye feared? What rites are obverved to avoid or to cure tho evil 
eye? How far are omens observed and astrologers consulted ? Do 
children generally have a horoscope? If so who prepares 1t, what docs 
it contain, what does it cost? How far has the class a Por or saint to 
whose favour they ascribe their prosperitp? If so what measures are 
taken, what rites are performed to secure and to maintain the saint’s 
favour? How far is the saint by whose favour prosperity is secured 
the rehgionus head of the community ? T'o what does he owe his position 
us their religious head? What ceremonies unlike those performed by 
Sunni Muhammadans do families of this class observe on ogeasiona of 
pregnancy, birth, naming, circumcision, Bis-muillah, puberty, betrothal, 
marriage, divorce, death ? With whom do members of the class marry ? 

(2) With all Musalméns of the same sect, that is if a Sunm with any 

Sunni, if a Shia with any Stun? 
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(4) Only among people of their own class, ag a Khoja marries no Shia 
whois not a Khoja anda Sunni Bohora marries no Sunt who 18 
not a Sunni Bohora. 

(ec) Only with certain families of their own class? As a Sunni 
Bohora of good family marries only info certaim families of his 
own class. : 

In the case of classes originally Hindus such distinctions are important 
as they may be due to an initial difference ofccaste. 

20. What are their feasts and what their fasts? Notice any saint 
or Pir whose fair they are careful to attend, any legend connected with 
the origin of the respect paid to the saunt},and any service or advantage 
his favor 1s believed to secure. In connection with holiday observances, 
with pilgrimages, with fairs, or with tlie worship of certain saints, do 
cases of possession occur ? Instances af possession come under two 
main classes : 

(@) Devotees or others who become possessed by some saint or guar- 
dian spirit. This is the ecstasy or él (literally state) of the 
Moharram bridegrooms (dla) and others. 

(b) Cases of nervous seizure, hysteria, and melancholia believed to be 
caused by the possession of jinns or other evi) spirits. 

Regarding (a) all details of holidays, local fair days, epidemics, or 
other occasions on which members of the class fall into a state or hil 
are valuable. “Who become ecstatic? By whom are they inspired, what 
are the sgns of inspiration P What are its resulis? How far when 
ecstatic are the inspired considered oracles? How far does inspiration 
give power to exorcise P 

Regarding (6) who chiefly are so affected P What spirits are supposed 
to possess the sick? What are the signs of possession ? What steps 
are taken to effect a cre ? How far do certain cases of this kind yield 
to simple treatment? What course is taken with the more obstinate 
cases? Who is the final healer and last hope of the haunted? ‘This is 
a subject of much interest. How far are cases of inspiration and of 
possession becoming more common or less common ? 

21, What special organization has the class as a separate social com- 
munity ? By what agency are social disputes between the members of 
the class sejtled ? Now far is the settlement of disputes the function 
of the rehgious head, how*fat*of an hereditary or elective social leader P 
How far are such questions referred to a cammnttee of the class or to a 
genergl meeting of the dass P If there is asocial head, what is his title ? 
How did he gain his position and whit are his dufies and functions? If 
disputes are referred to a class council, who chooses the council P How 
many members are there: is the social head the president? What 
arrangements have they for hearing or settling disputes? If disputes are 
referred to a general meeting of the class, what arrangements have they 
for calhng a meeting, for eonducting a meeting, and for ascertaimng 
and recording the sense of the meeting? How far has the class 2 
trade or crafPorganization distinct from the social organization? Are 
disputes relating to employment or wages settled by one headman, by a 
council, or ata mass meeting ? What sort of trade questions arise? 
What action is generally taken ? Do the leaders or majority of the 
class ever 8rganize Strikes or procure the boycotting of offending classes 
or individuals? + How far have changes recently taken place in the 
matter of trade organizations ? Whats the nature of the change and 
to what 1 it due P 
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22 Do they send their boys and girls to school? Ifso how long do 
they stay at school and what do they learn P How far aro the callings 
or crafts which support the bulk of the people likely to continue to 
support them? Are the profits of their caste rismg waning or stcady ? 
Tu the event of their exwting employment failing, what chance do their 
Iustory and their present attitude seem to offer that the members of the 
class will succeed in finding other not less gainful employment? How 
far do the class take advantage of the new traning avmlable in schools 
of arts, in techmeal institataons, m railway and otber engineering 
woikshops, and in factomes? How far do they seem unable to adapt? 
themselves to social and trade shanges? Does any considerable num- 
ber of them skilled workers séem hkely to fall to the level of unskilled 
livbourers ? If so by what means can such a decline be stayed? In 
the case of classes who yearly come and go between Bombay and some 
up-country or foreiga home, what 18 the prospect of their setthng in 
Bombiy ? Ifthey settle what occupations are they likely to secure ? 
And aye the chances in favour of their increase or of their decline in 
comfort and well-being by becoming permanent dwellers in Bombay ? 
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State Papers not available in Bombay, 1661-1700. 
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1 { Court to the Earl of Marl-| Instructions to Sur Abraham Shipman for taking 
borough, 19th Mar. 1661-| possession of Bombay. Bruce, II. 106. 
62. ‘ 


2 | King’s Orders to the Earl Orders issued by King Charles on despatch with 


of Marlborough and Sir 


an armament to take possession of Bombay 


Abraham Shipman, 1661-| in March 1662. Ditto ditto, 
32 


62. 
3 | Court’s Orders to Sir} Appointing Sir George Oxinden to be President 


George Oxinden, 1661-62, 


of Surat With authority to soe unlicensed 
traders. Dutto ditto. 


4 | Court to Sir George Oxin-| Commussion and instructions to Sir George 


den, 19th Mar 1661-62. 


Oxinden on appomting him President of 
Surat. Dutto, 17. 


5 | Warrant from the King to| Warrant to Sur George Oxinden under the Privy 


the Company, 21st Feb 
1661-62. 


Seal for sewing unlicensed persons in India. 
Ditto ditto, 


6 | Court to the Presidency of | Appointmg Sir George Oxmden President at 


Surat, 19th Mar 1661-62. 


Surat, fixing his salary and position Ditto 
ditto. ; 


7 | Court to Sir George Oxin- | Instructions to assist the King’s Goneral and 
‘Admi 


den, 1662-63. 


el and their armament m taking 
Bombay, Ditto, 113, 


8 | Court to the President and| Referring to the treaties concluded between 


Council at Surat, 25th 
Sept. 1662, 24th Mar. 
1662-63, 4th April 1653, 


the King and the States-General; approving 
of the precautions which the Surat Presidency 
had taken ; recommending that properly qua- 
éified persons might be sent to Agra and 
Ahmedabad when the Factors are withdrawn ; 
recommending, n' regard to the arbitrary 
manner in which the (Moghal) Governor of 
Surat had shut up their servants, that the 
President should endeavour to concilate the 
Governor ; disapproving of sending an Agent 
to the Emperor; leaving to the Surat Pre- 
sident and Vouncil’s discretion to dispose of 
Enghsh broddcloths and manufactures at su 
small a profit as fo depress the sales of the 
private traders im those articles ; and sending 
equipments to Surat of two ships and stock 
and money estimated at £5,000. Ditto, 119- 
120. 


Agreement between the} Agreement made before the fleet under the 


*Comnussioners of jhe 
Navy and the East India 
Comyany,"1661-62-63, 


Earl of Marlborough left England to take 
possessiorof Bombay, that, after landing the 
troops at‘Bombay, three of the ships should 
be at the diaposel of the President at Surat, 
and that after it has done the particular 
service iftended, the Leopard frigate should 
praceed to Goa and be offered to the Viceroy. 
Ditto, 124, 


Note.~-1 Bruge’s Annals of the East India Company in three Volumes published 


at London in 1810 


2, Itahes maik papers of special value, 
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No. ‘Thtle and Date, 


10 | Sir George Oxanden to Mr 
Gerald Aangier, 16th 
Aug 1662 


1} |Captam Browne of the 
Dunknk to Sir Gearge 
Oximnden, Bombay, 20th 
Sept 12662: Also Mr 
Aungier to Sir George 
Uxinden, Bombay, 2btl 
Sept 1662. 


12 | The Earl of Marlborough 
to Sir George Oaimden, 
oth Oct 1602. 

Letter from the Presidency 
of Surat to the Earl of 
Marlborough, 8th Oct. 
1662 

Letter from the Earl of 
Marlborough to Sir 
George Oxinden, 18th 
Oct 162 

Reply of Don Antonio de 
Mello de Castro to Sir 
Abraham Shipman, rela- 
tive to the surrender of 
the Island of Bombay, 
16th Uct 1662. 


16 | Surat Consultations, 22nd 
Oct 1662. 
V7 | Mr. Aungier and Mr. Gary 
, 


13 


iM 


to the Presidency of 
Surat, Goa 27th Oct 
1662 

The President and Council 
at Surat to Captam Ri- 
chard Mynors, 6th Dec 
1662. 

The President and Council 
at Surat to the Factors at 
Kérwdr and Porcat, 6th 
Dec 1662. 

The Prendent and Council 
of Surat to the Court, 
6th April 1663. 


18 


19 


20 


Subject, 


Commission and structions to negotiate with 


the Viceroy of Portugal regarding the fraght 
of the Leopard fngate. Bruce, IL, 124-25 


The Earl of Marlborough’s fleet arnves at 


Bombay on 18th September 1662; demands 
the cession of the Island of Bombay and of 
1ts Dependencies , the Portuguese Governor 
evades the cession; the treaty mterpreted 
differently by the British and the Portuguese 
officers, the dispute being about the cession 
of the Dependencies Ditto, 126, 


The Earl demands the cession of the Island of 
Bombay , the Portuguese Governor objects, 
saying that the Commander of the English 
troops, Sir Abraham Shipman, had not 
armived; the Earl stated the length of the 
voyage and the number of men who were 
dais dymg from want of refreshment , but 
the Portuguese Governor would not alow 
the troops to be landed. When Sir Abra- 
ham Shipman arrived and demanded the 
cession of Bombay from Von Antomo de 
Mello de Castro, 1t was objected that the 
form of the Letters or Patents did not 
comeide, with the usual form observed m 
ritkg jar and wanted sufficient authority 
from Lisbon and from England The Earl 
and Sir Abrahgm then apphed to Sir 
George Oxmden to allow the troops to 
land at Surat, but the President said this 
would offpnd the Moghal Governor who 
would expel the Company’s servants from 
the Surat port Ditto, 126-27, 


The Earl of Marlborough determines to return 


to England with the fleet On learning this 
Sir George Oxinden held a consultation at 
Surat, when it, was 


olved t8 request the 


ee 


Earl to leave the Convertine man-of-war at 
Surat, to take on board the mvestment fon 
England, Ditto, 128. 


Faire of Mr Aungier’s negottations with the 


| 


Portuguese about the rates of freight for the 
Leopard frigate, and the return of the Leo- 
pard fom Goa to Surat Ditto, 128-29, 


Sir George Oxinden’s matructions to the 
Commandgr of the Leopard td sail to 
Poroat and Kérwér and mtimation to the 

Factors that Su Abraham Shipman had 

been obhged to land the troops on the 

Island of Anpdiv, twelve leagues from Gua. 

Ditto, 129. 


Failure of the King’s projects respecting Bom- 


bay, and of the Company’s for bringing home 
investments on the King’s ships; the Dutch 
taking advantage of thé 

barrass the Company’s tiade, and take posses. 


opportunity to om 
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23 


24 
25 


26 


[Appendix If. 


BOMBAY TOWN 


Title and Date. 


The Court to the President 
and Councilof Surat, luth 
Aug 1663. 

King’s Memoriils.and_ the 
Answers to them, July. 
1663. 


Sir Abraham Shipman’s 
proposal to Sir George 
Oxinden, 1663-64. 


Consultation of the Presi- 
dent and Council at Surat, 
1663 64, 

Sw George Oxmden to Sir 
es Shipman, 1663- 


6 

President and Counce at 
Surat to the Court, 14th 
Nov, 1663, 28th *Jan 
1663-64 1 


Court to¢he Presidency of 
Surat, 17th Mar 1664-68 
Warrant from the Duke of 
York togthe Commander 
ofthe Chegnut Pink, 15th 

Mar 1664-65. 


Captain Bowen Captain 
Barker and Capitan 
Hoggenson, to Mr. Cooke, 
Katwar, 28th Nov. 1664 


- 
30 | Return pf troops, Anjidiy, 


ard Dec, 1664. 


. 8rd December 1664, 


Subject, 


sion of Coclun excluding the Engush from 
every port except Kdrwdr. Bruce, 1 129-130. 
( Qn the Karl of Marlborough’s return remon- 
strance of Kmg Charles to the Portuguese 
Ambassador on the evasion of the cession 

of Bombay ; Kfng’s Memonal of July 1663 

to the Portuguese Ambassador ; subsequent 

{ correspondence, mterpretation of the treaty 

3 asto inclutyng the Dependencies of Bom- 

| bay. Instructions from the Court to Sir 

George Oxinden for the trade on the Mala- 
bér Coast, ordeis from the Court that the 
homeward Shups should sail as a fleet and be 
prepared to defend themselves against any 

enemy. Ditto, 134-138. 

As the King’s troops on the Island of Anjdiv are 
much reduced by sicknessSir Abraham Slupman 
proposes to Sur George Oxinden to cede the 
King’s nights over Bombay to the Company uf 
the Viceroy of Goa would agree Ditto, 141-42 

On consultation the President and Counc at 
Surat reject Sir Abraham Shipman’s proposal 
Ditto, 142. 

Grounds for dechning proposal Ditto ditto. 


Regarding Sur Abraham’s proposal , the Coun-~ 
ail’s consultation on it; the President’s reply 
to the proposal, with reasons saying the supe- 
rior naval power of the Dutch and the English 
waWtheir only defence agamst the exactions 
of the Moghal Governor; state of trade at 
Surat and its Dependencies , receipt of a grant 
from the Moghal of remission of customs 
duties. Ditto, 142-144, . 

{ Anticipatmg a Dutch war, the Court’s im- 
structions to narrow in the Factoties, placo 
funds at interest but not imvest money 
in Indian produce. Orders ot warrant 
from the Dulfe of York, then Lord High 
Adnyral, to the Captain of the Chesnut 
Punk despatched to bring the King’s surviv- 

{ img troops at Anndiv, Ditto, 152. 

Mr Cooke applied to these three Captains of 
the Company’s ships at Kdrwaz, lading pepper 
for Europe, to take on board the King’s trovps 
and stores and accommodate them with a 
passage from Anjidiv to Bombay. The Cap- 
tains said i reply they could not deviate from 
the orders they had to return to Surat, and 
that Sir George Oxinden would despatch 
slupping fronf Surat to Anjdiv, Dhutto, 154-7, 

Ongmal return of the King’s troops signed by 
Mr. Cooke, showmg their numbers and 
charges, cluding pay from February 1662 to 

fiom the period of 


1 The January letter 1s available, 
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32 


Title and Date 
Account of pay, 1664 


; Muster of troops, 22né 
| Feb 1664 65. 
; (Kast India Papers in the | 


State Paper (thee, Nos, 
| 228, 229, 230, 255 ) 


Subject, 


embarkation in England to the time when they 
left Anjidiv for Bombay Bruce, Hf 156-57. 
Account of pay and disbursements to the King’s 
troops fiom February 1601-62 to 31d Decem- 
ber 1664. Drtto, 157. 
( Nuster taken at Bombay, on the arrivatof 
the troops at Bombay, by direction of Su 
| George Oxinden, by Mr Gary on the 25th 
} February and 3rd March 1604-65, showing 
1 the numbers of the troops surviving, and 
the inventory of stores taken by lum at the 
same time, showmg cannon pieces and 
shots remaining. Datto, 157. 


33 | President and Counal of| Effect on the Company’s settlement and trade 


34 


36 


37 


Surat to the Court, 31st 
Mar 1665, 5th Apni 
105. 


King’s Orders, 1665-66 ... 


Sir Gervase Lucas’ obserr- 
ations on the popers re- 
specting Bombay, 18th 
Jun 1665-66, 

(Bast India Papers in the 

| State Paper Office, No 

| 932) . 


| Report from the Duke of 

, Albemarle, Lord Arlng- 

ton, and Sr Wilham 

Coventry, to the Kang, 

| 26th Mar 1666 

(East India Papers in the 
State Paper Otlice, No 
230) 

Court to the President and 
Counul at Surat, 7th, 
24th, 31st Mar 1005-66. 


| 
| 


of the unfortunate termination of the armament 
sent to take possession of Bumbay and the 
evading the cession of the Island of Bombay 
by the Portuguese, the Dutch taking advantage 
of the situation to increase then trade, and 
bringing articles to Surat, suited to the Surat 
and Indian markets, to the detrment of Eng- 
lish sales and purchases , the English character 
for power lowered in the eyes of the Natives. 
Ditto, 157- 159. 

Mr. Cooke’s convention with the Portuguese 
disavowed by the King and Sir Gervaso Lucas 
appomted Governog of Bombay, the King 
at the same time gtves asswances to tho 
Company that protection will be aitorded to 
ther Factores and trade by his forces occu- 
pying the Island of Bombay Ditto, 168 

( On lus appomtment as Governor of Bumbay 

by the King, Sir Gervase Lucas had the 

whole of the documents transmitted by 

Mr Cooke laid before him. Wherenpon he 

made a report pn tite troops afd stores re- 

quired for Bombay, representing to the King 
the ruenous condition of the fortifications of 
the Island of Bémbay, and" the garrison 

wanted for defence Ditto, 469. 


Sw Gervase Lucas’ report was referred by 
the King to the Secretaries of Stute They 
reported that 1t bemg uncertaim whether or 
not the island was in His Majesty’s possvs- 
sion 1t would. be improper to incur 80 large 
an expense (£11,498 168.) upon 1t, Dhtto, 
169 - 170. 


Sur Gervase Lucas embarks on board the Com- 
any’s ship Retmn and obtains from the 
Jompany, at the Kang’s desire, a credit for 

£1500 on the Presidency ef Surat sthe Court 
issue mstructions to Su George Oxinden, 
Presdent at Surat, to observe the same pre- 
caution against the Frenth ss against the 
Dutch; to keep Factors at Porcet and 
Kerwer, and consign only one ship to Surat. 
Ditto, 470-71, 
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Missing 
Papers, 


Appendix Ii. 


Missive 
Pargrs. 


Title and Date, 


38 | President and Council of 
Surat to the Court, Ist 
Jan. 1666, 16th Mar. 
1066, 4th April 1666. 
39 | Mr, Cooke to the President 
and Council of Surat, 21st 
Feb 1665-66. 

40 | Presdent and Counal of 
Surat to Mr. Cooke, 1st 
Mar, 1665-66. 


41 | Applecation from the 
Court to the King, 
1666-67. 

42 | Court jo the President and 

* Council of Surat, 3ist 
Aug. 1666, 14th Sept. 
1666, 5th Oct, 1666. 


43 | Protest by Sm Gervase 
Lucas, 15th Dec 1666. 
(East India Papers in the 
State Papg: Office, No. 
239.) 


(Appendix II. 


BOMBAY TOWN 


Subject. 


{ The President and Counel of Surat recom- 
mend to the Court to solicit the King’s per 
musgion to build a Factory at Bombay, 
Possession of Bombay precarious from the 
impositions of the Portuguese and the 
jealousy of the Moghal Government. The 
Portugudse levied from the boats from ten 
to twelve per cent duty on merchandise and 
provisions, which obliged Mr. Cooke to put 
soldiers gn board the boats to resist this 
demand The cause of this trouble was Mr. 
Cooke’s not taking possession of the depen- 
dencies of Bombay The jealousy of the 
Moghal Government was heightened hy 
Mr. Cooke, who had mvited native mer- 

echants to settle at Hombay under the pro- 
tection of the English garrison ; the Moyhal 
Governor from ths thought the whole to 
be ascheme of the Surat Preadent to re- 
move the Factory to Bombay Mr. Cooke 
m January 1666 sewed a yunk belonging to 
the Moghal Governor at Surat that had put 
mto Bombay; the Governor threatencd tho 
President with seizure of their Factory at 
Surat; Sir George Ownden, President of Surat, 
thereupon sent a remonstrance to Mr. Cuohe 
{on has conduct. Bruce, I. 174-179 
f 


The Court make an application to the King 
to issue orders to Sir Gervase Lucas, Go- 
yernor of Bombay, to disavow Mr Covcke’s 
conduct in capturing the junk belonging te 
the Moghal Governor of Surat, and for its 
restoration ; also to afford jus assistance and 
protection to the Presidency of Surat in 
preserving the mghta and trade of the 
Company and n return the Presidency was 
authorised to advance £1000 to Sir Gervase 
Lucas. The Céuri’s commercial instructions 
to Surat , only one vessel consigned to Surat 
with a cargo worth £16,000, ordered the 
investment to consist of a proportion of 
saltpetre and indigo and calicoes, and to 
obtain of possible a quantity of Carmania woul 
from Parsia. Ditto, 186-n7, 


Protest by Sir Gervaso Lucas against Mr, 
Humphrey Cooke, requrmg the latter to 
refund the money, 12,000 Xeraphins, extorted 
from the mhabitants of the island of Bombay 
and converted ta his own private use, as 
Sa G. Icas found out by inquiry after his 
commg to Bombay on 6th November 16646, 
and taking charge of the Government u 
Bombay. Ditto, 189-190. ‘ 


Missmg Papers } 


AND ISLAND. 


478 


No. 


45 


4G 


47 


49 


50 


61 


Title and Date, 


Subject, 


President and Couneil of }} 


Surat to the Court, 1666- 
67, 26th Mar, 1667 * 

Sir G Lucas to the Presi- 
dent and Council of 
Surat, and thew answers, 
Oth, 16th, 22nd, 24th 
Nov 1666, 4th, 10th 
Dee 1666, 26th Mar 
1666-67, 

SiG Leas to Lord Ar- 
lengton, Bombay, 21st 
Mai 1667 

(Last Indka Papers m the 
State Paper Office, No. 
241) * 

Letters Patent by the 
Kong, 27th Mar 1668; 

(Printed Collection of East 
India Charters, page 80 ) 

Court to the President and 
Counce of Surat, 27th 
Mar 1668 - 

Court to Sir G. Lueas, 
Governor of Bombay, 
with accompaniment, 
bemg copy of the King’s 
grant, 27th Mar. 1668. 

Comnussion from _ the 
Court, 30th Mar. 1668. 


Court to the President and 


Council of Surat, 26th 
Aug, 1667, 4th Oct. 1667. 


B1125—60 


>Daispute between Sir George Oxmnden and Su’ 
G Lucas relative to issuing passes m the 
King’s name Correspondence conseynent 
upon this dispute. Bruce, II, 190-192. 


Report on the state of Bombay by Su @ Lucas, 
Ditto, 190-192, 


7 
| 
By 

Granting the island of Bombay to the East 

India Conipany. Drtto, 198-99, 


Instructions to Sir George Oxinden to receive 
the island of Bombay from Sir G Lucas Ditto, 
199-201. 1 

Intamating the grant of the island of Bombay 
by the King to the Company. Drtto ditto. 


Commussio& to Sur George Oxinden and tho 
Council of Surat to receive possession of Bom- 
bay. Ditto ditto, 

Encouraged by the grant of the island of 
Bombay the Company adopted a more ex- 
tensive commercial plan in this season than 
they had done sipce the restoration of then 
Charter ; detéfmined to enter mto commercial 
competition with the Dutch , consigned three 
ships to- Surat with a stock estimated at 
£60,C00; ordered in return aa investment 
of Surat eloths, indigo, drugs, pepper, and 
such quantity of the finer spices as the Surat 
Presidency could procure ; authorized the 
Surat Presidency 1f necessary to borrow 
money, without being limited either, in the 

,®mount or the gate of terest. Again in tha 
épring of 1668 three more ghipg were consign- 
ed to Surat with cargoes of broadcloths, 
pepper, lead, tin, and bullion to the amount 
ef £70,000 under similar orders as the 
autumn ships respecting the mvestment ; trad 
between Surat and Bantam to ke revived; 
orders about the subordinate Factories ; the 
Court send Sir George Oxinden in recog- 
nition of his services a gold* medal and £400 to 
be distributed among lus Council. Ditto, 201- 
203 
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52 


53 


56 


57 


58 


{Appendix II 
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Title and Date. 


Subject. 


Sw George Oxinden to} Death of Sir G. Lucas at Bombay (21at May 


Lord Arhngton, Surat, 
94th June 1667. 

Correspondence between 
Mr. Cooke and Captam 
Gary, and the Officers at 
Bombay, 9th, 30th Aug 
1667, Sth, 9th, 10th Oct. 
1667. 

Proclamation of Captain 
Gary declaring Mr. Cooke 
a traitor, 15th Oct. 1667. 

Mr. Gary to the King, 
Bombay, 12th Dec, 1667. 

Mr Gary to the Ear! of 
Clarendon, Bombay, t2th 
Dee 1667, 

Mr, Gary to Lord Arlng- 
ton, Bombay, 12th Deo. 
1667. Statement of the 
revenues of Bombay in- 
closed m the preceding 
letters. 

(East India Papers in the 
State Paper Office, Nos. 
243, 245, 246, 248, 249). 


Cowt to the President and 
Councal of Surat, 4th Aug. 
1668, 24th Aug. 1668, 
10th Mar. 1669. 

Comt to the Chief and 
Cowncil ut Bombay, 10th 
MBr. 1668-69. 


| 


1667) communicated’to the Secretary of 
State by Su.G. Oxinden, who also informed 
him of the reconciliation between himself and 
the deceased before his death, and expressed 
-regret for the loss. On hearmg the death 
of Sir GS Lucas, Mr Cooke, who had been 
dismissed and was at Goa under the protec- 
tion of the Jesurts, by letter addressed Mr, 
Gary, ayd clanmed his mght to succeed to the 
Government. Mr. Gary and lus Councl 
reyected Mr, Cooke’s clam to Government. 
Mr. Cooke comes to Bindva on Silsette, 
assembles a force, assisted by the Jesuits, to 
re-establish himself on the sland of 
Bombay. Mr. Gary proclaims him a rebel 
and a traitor; Sir George Oxinden refused 
to receive or encourage him at the Factory 
of Surat. The whole of these partios refer 
the matter in-tuspute by letters to the 
Kang, to the Lord Chancellor, and to the 
Secretary of State. Mr. Gary’s letter to the 
King contains. an acoount of the state of 
the Treasury andthe measures he had 
taken. Mr. Gary’s report on the revenues 
of Bombay, Bruce, II, 212-216. 


Appointing. Sir George Oxinden Governor 
and Coraincandar-wic Ching at Bombay unth 
power to nommate a Deputy Governor from 
his Council, to reside on the wland ; and 
framug general regulations with the wew 
of rendering the sland of Bombay an 
English, colony, the ‘fort to be enlorged or 
strengthened, a town to be built, whabitants 
to be chiefly English and to be exempted for 
Jive years from the payment of customs 
duty; culicoer manufactured 1n Bombay, 
silks, cotton yarn, bullton, and pwels, to be 
permanently exempted from dutes; the 
revenues (£6490 per annum) to be mprov- 
ed ; Protestant religion to be favoured ; 
manufactures of all sorts to be encortraged ; 
@ harbpur with docks to be constructed ; sol- 
deers ,unth ther wwes and families to be 
sent from England ; an arned vessel of 180 
tons to be stationed at Bombay. Determmmng 
to pergevero in enlarging their trade on thé 
west of India, the equpments to Surat 
beg 1200 tons of shipping and the stock 
worth £70,000 in goods and money ; direct~ 
ing that the investment should consist of 
Surat cloths and Malabdr pepper ; agencies 
to be established at Karwar, Calicut, and 
Porcat. Jitto, 223 - 227. 
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No 


60 | Account of Receipts, 1667- 
68. 


65 


66 


67 


68 


69 


70 


Title and Date. 


(East India Papers in the 
State Paper Office, No 
257 ) a 

Mr Gary to Sur Joseph 
Wilhamson, Secretary of 
State, Bombay 5th Oct. 
1668. 

(East India Papers m the 
State Paper Office, No. 
258 ) 

King’s warrant to the Go- 
vernor of Bombay, 1668, 

Commussioners at Bombay 
to the Presedencyat Surat, 
28th Sept. 1668, 30th Oct. 
1668, 

(Surat Letter Book in the 
Indian Register Office, 
vol, lvu1. page 7.) 

Bombay to Surat (from 
the Commussioners at 
Bombay to the Presi- 
dency of Surat ?), 6th Oct. 
1668, 8th Dec, 1668, 

Presidency of Surat to the 
Court of Directors, 1668- 


69, 
Regulations for Adminis- 
tratun, 1668-69, 


Mr Goodier to Sir George 
Oxinden, 5th Jan. 1668- 
69. 

Laws of War, 1668-69. 

(Surat Letier-Book, ‘vol. 
lyin, page 91.) 

Sir George Oxinden’s 
Measures and orders at 
Bombay, 1668-69. 


(Bombay Deputy Governor 
and Council 1) to the Pre- 
sident and Council of 
Surat, 17th, 20th Mar 
1668-69 and 1669. 

(Surat Letter-Book, vol. 
lvui. pages 107,110, 117.) 


Subject 


theasland of Bombay from 22nd May 1667 
to Srd October 1668, by Mr. Gary, Governor 


| Account of the receipts and disbursements of 
of Bombay. Bruce, I. 237-239 


Bombay frum the Crown to the East India 
Company Ditto, 239. 


‘or the cession of the island of Bombay to the 
East India Company, Ditto, 239. 


Communicating account of the transfer of 
7 
F 


sent from Swat to Bombay to recewe charge 


Report of the Commussioners appointed and 
of Bombay. nitto, 239-242. 


Reporting the events and circumstances which 
had attended the cessypn of the island of Bom- 
bay to the East India Company. Ditto, 239. 

Regulations, established by Ser George Oxinden 
for the administratewn of the vsland of Bom- 
bay. On Sth January 1669 he went to 
Bombay to establish a system for the Civil 
Government of 1t and to form a Code of 
Miltary Regulations for the garrison, Ditto, 
242-43. 

Bearing on the, Regulations of Sr George 
Oxmden, Ditto, 243, 


} For g8verning the Company’s Mititia. Ditto, 

243, 

Measures which Sir George Oxinden took 
during his month's stay (January 1669) at 
Bombay, and hus proceedings there and the 
orders he gave to the Deputy Gayernor 
and Coungil at Bombay, relative to Bombay, 
when Sir George Oxinden,left,Bombay for 
Surat. Ditto, 244 

Reporting the steps taken for the adminis- 
teation of Bombay as per orders of the Surat 
President. The Bombay Council ntimata to 
the Court the necessity “to const®uct three 
small armed ships to protect the import and 
export trade of the island of Bombay, and 
to serve as temporary convoys to the trade to 
and from the Gulfs of Persiz and Arabia, 
Ditto, 244, 
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(Regulations of the Court for the Marine and 
| Maatary establishments vt Bombay. Letters 
from the Court appomtsng Mr Warwick Pett 
to proceed to Bombay to luild two vessels $ 
appointing Gaptaan Snuth and Captain Tol- 
derey to act as Enguneers ; the Deputy Gover- 
nor must sh engthen the rsland 30 as to event 
71 | Regulations of the Cowt, obstrutions from Thana and Karanja, and 
1669-70. exact customs from the Portuguese ; em ourage 
72 | Court to the Presudent and plantations of pepper and mamufuctues of 
Council of Surat, 2nd cloths ; claims of the Jesuats not to be held 
Aug. 1669, 16th, 17th Feb. valid. FE.quipments to Surat for Surat and 
1669-70. its Dependencies, amounted to 1500 tons of 
| shipping, and the stdck was worth £100,000. 
Appointed a Council of eight menbers to 
assist the President of Surat , five of them 
vere ta reside at Surat, Bruce, lI, 252 - 
©25 
73 | Presidency of Surat to the| Death of Sir George Oxinden (14th July 1669). 
Court, 26th Nov 1669,| Provisional appointment of Mr Gerald 
23rd Dec. 1669, 80th} Aungicr to be President of Surat, Measures 
Mar, 1670 of Presidedt Aungier for disposing of the 
Company’s goods and procurmg an inveat- 
ment, Extension of trade requued an 
enlargement of stock—a proposition recum- 
mended by Mr, Aungier to the Court; con- 
siderable amount of money borrowed. The 
Moghal had banished the Shroffs and Banas’ 
of Surat on account of some religious 
dusputé; this maternally myured the Com- 
pany’s trade at Surat ; Europe goods reqwred 
m the Surat market. Ditto, 260 - 266. 
(Report of Mr Young, Deputy Governor of 
74 | Bombay to the Presidency Bombay, to the Court on the state of the 
of Surat, 4th Aug. 1669, island of Bombay. He said that the 
Gth, 16th Oct, 1669, 2nd fortifications were umproved ; the garrison 
Nov. 1669. required recruits and accommodation for 
(Surat Letter-Book, vol. soldiers ; uf Rayépur be taken possession of, 
dvin pages 128, 148, 151, xt wouldeplace the Company’s tride and 
153.J | shipping in a better situation than they were 
. {._ at Bombay or &ven at Surat Ditto, 268 
75 | Presidency of Surat to ) Mr Aungier, the Surat President, doubt- 
the Commissioners at{| ful of the Bombay Deputy Governor Mr. 
Bombay, 1st Nov. 1669, + Young’s prudence in the administration of 
76 | Bombay to Surat, 15th)| Bombay, recalls him to Surat Myr Young 
e Nov. 1669 J_ vesigns (13th Nov 1669). Ditto, 269 
V7 | Presidency of Surat to the Mr Aungier’s preparation to go to Bombay 
Court, 26th Nov. 1669,| postponed owmg to the Moghal’s suspicion 
23rd Dee 1669, that the Englsh intend to ruin the trade of 
Surat by sewmg on the junks and withdraw- 
img to Bombay. Mr Aungier orders one of 
the ships to touch at Bombay and take from 
the Commissioners a full report for the Court 
on the state of the fortifications, and dochs, 
and on the reinforcements reqwred for the « 
garrison. Mr Aungier gocs to Bombay 
(January 1670) to establish Courts of Judica- 
ture and other internal regulations. Diito, 270. 


Missing Papers ] 
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78 | Cowanissione®s’ report for| Bombgy Commassioners’ full report for the 
the Cowrt, 1669-70. Cowt on the state of the fortycations and 
docks, and on the remforcements required for 
the gar ison. This report states among other 
things that the expenses invured fur building 
the Fort at Bombay would requoe a separate 
fund. Bruce, JI. 270. 
79 | Commussion from the Pie-| Commission and Instructions to take charge 
silent Mr. Aungier to} of the Company’s affaue at Surat dumng the 
Mr. Master, 11th Jan.| absence of the President at Bombay. Patto 
169-70. ditto. ; 
80 | Presidency of Surat to} Mr Aungier on going to Bombay pubhshes 
the Court, 30th Mar.} the Company’s Regulations for the Civil and 
1670 Mihtary admumistration of the island of 
Bombay, forms two,Courta of Judicature, 
reduces the military establishment, appoints 
Mr Mo Gray to be Deputy Governor ‘with 
three members of Council, and returns to 
Surat. Ditto, 271-72. 
81 | Compuny’> — Regulatwns, Company’s Regulations for the Civil and Iili- 
1609-70 tary adminastraton of the asland of Bombay, 
which President Aungrer on his arrwal at 
Bombay (January 1670) published at Bom- 
bay Ditto, 271. 
82 | Mh. Anngrer’s measures, Measw es or regulations introduced by Mr. Aun- 
1669-70, ge at Bombay and his proceedings there. 
itto ditto, . 
83 | Conrt to the President and}) The Court amend the order they had given to 
Council of Surat, ith | * build jtwo vessels at Bombay} recommend 
Aug. 1670, 22nd Feb. eantion to be observed in transactions with 
1670-71. the French Company or trace ; direct Surat 
to avoid parfiality to any of the country 
powers; order the plan for correspondence 
| with the Court to be observed by their 
| Presidencies and Agencies; confirm Mr. 
u 


ernor and Council at 
Bombay, 22nd Feb. 
1670-71. Aungier ag President of Surat} consign five 
ships to Surat and its Dependencies, of 
2000 tons, and with cargoes worth £100,000, 
recommend that their plan of Government 
add Civil and Mhulitary®*establishment 
should be followed ; trial by jury should 
be introduced into the Courts of Justice; 
send Captam Shaxton with a company of 
soldiers for the defence of the Islund of 
Bombay; recommend that a Mint should 

, ae at Bombay. Dutto, 276 to 
280. 

Court’s regulations for settling the Government 
of Bombay, for increasing the garrison, and 

. erechng a mint. Ditto, 278. 

Shiva pillages Surat; the Moghal sends addi- 
tional force to defend it - These évents render 
the trade at Surat precarious. Tho President 
at Surat infors from this and recommends to 
the Court for attention that many of the mer- 
chants and Banias would resort to Bombay as 
soon as they should be satisfied that the forti- 


85 | Court's Regulatione, 1670- 


86 | Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, 20th Nov. 1670. 
15th Dee 1670 (Post- 
script), 19th Dec. 1670 
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Parerd, 


fications and garrison were sufficiently strong 
Sopemions them and their froperty. Bruce, LI. 

87 | Presidency of Surat to/) Mr. Aungier appoints Mr. Gyfford to succeed 
Bombay, 6th Sept. 1670. him at Bombay, The bastions and curtaims 

88 | Presidency of Surat and|| of the fort had been raised. Myr. Herman 
the Deputy Governor o! Bake was appointed Engineer and Surveyor 
Bombay to the Court, General in Bombay. His surveys were to 
20th Nov, 1670, 9th, 14th) [ be directed to ascertain the mghts to pro- 
Jan. 1670-71, 7th April] perty as well as to the works. A supply of 
1671: three hundred recruits was required ior the 

89 | Bombay to Surat, 20th): garrison. Ditto, 288-89, 

Dev.’1670, 

90 | President ‘Aungier’s Re-| President Aungier’s plan for the administration 

port, 1670-71.! of Bombay. His report on the plans for 
: rendering the island of Bombay sufficiently 
strong to resist any enemy. His measures to 
strengthen Bombay and increase the garrison. 

Ditto, 288, 294, 

91 | Court to the President and) “Court’s Regulations for Bombay ; approval of 
Counoil of Surat, 23rd | the appomiments of Mr. Gyfford and Mr. 
June 1671, 15th Mar. Bake ; mstructions to the Surat President 
1671-72, \ to examme and approve of all plans before 

92 | Court to the Dopey. Gov-|j carrying them into execution; to streng- 
ernor at Bombay, 15th) | then the garrison 150 soldiers were cadbark: 
Mar, 1671-72, ed. Ditto, 294-95, 

93 | General letter from the| French fleet causes depression of Surat trade; 
Presidency of Surat to} Agent sent to Shiv4j: to negotiate a treaty, 
the Court, 7th Nov. 1671.) Ditto, 300- 806, 

04 | Governor and Council of| Bombay fortifications would be ready next year ; 
Bombay to the Court, great mortahty among the soldiers ; shipping 
‘18th Nov. 1671. of the wland of Bombay as ur.’ as of Surat 

exposed to one by the Malabér pirates; 
necessity of building and equyping small 
Grmed vessels for the protection of the trade of 
the island of Bombay. Dnatto, 306, 

95 | Generfi letter from ¢he}} 
Presidency of Surat to} j 
the Court, 10th Jan! { About trade, and troubles with thivaji. 
4671-72. Raise the question whether it would not be 

96 | Presidency of Surat to the}! wisé to remove thd Presidency from Surat 
Court, Srd, 23rd Feb. to Bombay. Ditto, 305 - 307, 

1671-72, 6th, 23rd April 

1672.3 

97 | Court to the President and} Mr. Aungier’s salary increased. Orders given 

ouncil of Surat, 5th| to keep open the trade at the different ports 
uly 1672, 9th Augf subordinate éo the Presidency of Surat, for 

1672, }3th, Dec. 1672,| which a stook worth £90,000 1s sent ; and to 

10th Jan. 1672-78, 28th| avoid, as far as possible, taking the Presdency 

April 1673. 7 from Surat to Bombay. Ditto, 313. 

28 | Deputy Presdent and] About trade, and troubles from the Sidi and the 
Council at Surat (to the} Moghal Necessity of building an armed 
Court 2), the President} vessel at Bombay for the protection of the 


i aoe letfer of 10th Jan. 1671 and his proposals of 3rd Feb. 1671 are 
avaiable, 7 
? The Letter of 23rd April 1672 is avaiable. 
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bemg at Bombay, 22nd 
Oct. 1672¢ 10th Dec. 
1672, 10th, 17th Jan. 
1672-73, 25th Feb, 1672- 
73, 4th April 16732 


99 | President Aungier and the) 
Counal at Bombay to 
the Court, 14th June 


Subject, 


trade and to maintain the Enghsh character. 
Bruce, II. 314 - 317. 


( Bombay fortifications strengthened ; troops 
prepaved for action , habitants formed into 
a militia; revenue from customs not more 
than 20,000 Xeraphins a year; difficulty of 
establishing a mint. Captam Shaxton re- 


1072, 7th Oct. 1672. | presented that the garmeon would be made- 


100 | Captam Shaxton to the 
Court, 3rd Jan, 1671-72. 

101 | President Aungier and the 
Council of Bombay to the 
Court, 6th, 11th Jan, 
1672-73, 18th, 28th Mar 
1672-73, 


102 | Court to the Presidency of 
Surat, 13th March 1673- 
74, 8rd April 1674, 


103 | Court's Letter a, 1673-74 


104 | Counal at Surat to Presi- 
dent Aungier at Bombay, 
6th, 7th, llth Aug. 1673. 


quate to defend the island of Bombay 
agaist a European enemy; 500 soldiers 
and proper officers should be sent from 
England , admitted at the same time the 
immense charges incurred m building the 
fort. Dutch fleet between Bombay and 
Suraj, making the inhabitants fly to the 
Portuguese settlements for safety. Ditto, 
317 - 319, 
cage paid of the Westmmater Treaty 
(17th February 1673-74), the Court enlarge 
their trade, the equipments to Surat being one 
ship with a cargo worth £10,000 mm money and 
£8000 i goods, and three more ships of 
1500 tons; the Court recommend to the 
Presidency of Surat rather to solicit temporary 
protection from the Native governors than to 
incur heavy charges and uncertain results by 
seeking phirmans from the Eastern Sovereigns; 
three mdre ships at the end of the season were 
sent to Surat with a cago worth £82,000. 
Ditto, 328, 

Court's instructions to Bombay tn this year were 
not to enter into any treaty with the Portuguese ; 
Regulations sent for approval were not approv- 
ed ; orders to the Bombuy Government were : to 
take all ate drections from tha Presidency of 


Surat, to confine itself to the encowragement of , 


arte and trade ameng rts settlers, to“ attend to 
the discipline of the recruits seni, and always 
to place the island of Bombay in a@ state of 
defence, notwithstanding the present return of 
peace Dnitto, 328-29. 

After formmg an estimate of the charges at 
Bombay and considermg the advance in the 
prices of goodg and obstructions m ‘the mar- 
kets daly increasmg by chee from the 
Dutch, an mvestment for 1600 instead of 4000 
tons would be all they thought would be 
collected; the stock of £90,000 from the 
Court was unequal to their. orders; besides 
they had to meet daily gharges gt Bombay; 
they thought little would be left to make pur- 
chases, Under these difficulties they referred 


1 The Letter of 22nd Oct. 1672 1s available, 
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the whole matter to Mr. Aungier at Borabay, 
and transmitied to him ean account of the 
Company’s quick stock up to August 1673 
Bruce, If, 337-38, 

Contammng Mr. Aungier’s answers to the above 
letters of August 1673 from Surat to lum, 
Ditto, 338-39, 


( Probability of an attack on Surat by Shivaji, 
| Mr. Aungier thinks of removing the goods 


105 | President Aungier at Bom- 
bay to the Deputy Presi- 
dent and Council at 


Surat, 2ist Aug 1673. 


President Aungier and 
Counal at Bombay to 
the Preadency of Surai 


to Swally; anxieties both of the Presidency 
of Surat and the Counc of Bombay, in- 


23rd Oct, 1673. creased by’ the Sidi’s fleet blocking up the 
107 | Surat. Consultations, 25th; river of Karanja, and attempting to cut off 
Oct. 1673. provisions from the island of Bombay 


L. Datto, 339-40, 


Sigh’s fleet retired; native merchants with- 
w the assistance they hid given hin; 

the Surat Presidency were enabled to raise 
the Rs. 30,000 required to place the garri- 
son of Bombay m a state of defence against 


110 | Presidency of Surat to the any attack from the Dutch under Van 
Council at Bombay, 22nd, Goens. Ditto, 341. 
29th Nov. 1673. 


President. Aungier’s Report, Deseribing the state of the funds at Surat and 
1678-74, the state of the island of Bombay with imp ove- 
ments made there and the heavy evpenses 
ancurred on that account Dnatto, 341-42 
President Aungier and the| About the funds necessary to preserve the 
Council at Bombay to the) G@ompany’s dead stock and the money requir- 
Court, 15th Dec. 1673 || ed for carryimg on the purchase and sales for 
investments , the causes of the want of money 
and obstruction to trade were said to be 
general wars m India due to rivalship of 
Shiv4j: and Aurungzeb and the dechne of 
lesser States, and the necessary and unavoul- 
able charges incwred in securmg Dombay 
which when made over to the Compary was 
a desert island, but which had been made a 
centre for ther trade protected by strong forti- 
atone. Ditto, ditto, 
ccount of the rsland of Bombay by President 


113 } Account of Bombay, 15th 


Dee 1673. Aungier and the Council, Ditto, 343-44. 
114 | Couned of Bombay to the} State of the trade and the garnitson of Dombay. 
Court, 19th Jan. 1673-74| Statwtical Account of Bombay spenfinng rs 


districts and dwseona and giving an wecownt 

of us mhabiiants, Ditto ditto, 

General® letfhr from the| In spite of the difficulties an mvestment worth 

_ Presdency of Surat £104,000 was collected from the Presidency 
the Court, 12th Jan) of Surat. Dntto, 342-43, 
1673-74, 

Presylency of Surat Alarm of an attack on Bombay or Surat by the 
the Council at Bombay; Dutch fleet under Van Goens, arnval of four 
to the Court, 16th, 2 large. Dutch ships laden with spices Court’s 
Mar, 1673-44,' Ist Ap instructions were required as to what conduct 
674. should be observed towards the European 

Manttime allies gor enemies. Ditto, 343, 


116 
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11? 
Council at Surat, Sth 
Mar. 1674-75. 


Subject. 


Cowt to the President and} Ordering that the Governor should not encour- 


age thé sottlemont of any Europeans on the 
island of Bombay but such as might be sent 
from England under covenants Bruce, I, 
357-58. 


118 | President’s mstructions to: Instructions from the President and Council at 


Mr. H. Oxmden, 11th 
May 1674, 


Bowbay to Mr Henry Oxinden to negotiate 
with Shivaj: Raja. Among other tlungs pe- 
mission was to be obtamed from Shivey1 that 
the Company’s Agents mnght make inland 
purchases and sales particularly at the ports 
opposite to Bombay, Ditto, 363 - 365. 


119 | Mr.Henry Oxinden's narra Narrative of Ins negotiations with Shivaj. 


| tive, 13th May to 18th 
June lo74. (Vol. XXXI 
No, 2879.) 

120 | President Aungier and the 
Counce at Bombay to 
the Court, 20th Aug. 
1674. 

Deputy Prosdent 


121 and. 


Oct. 1674, 

122 | Deputy President and 

Council at burat to Bom- 
| pay, 4th Nov. 1674. 

123 ; General letter from the 
Government of Bombay] 
to the Court, 12th Nov. 
1674. 

General letter from the 
Government of Bombay, 
to the Court, 20th Mar, 
1674-75. 

125 | General letters from the 
Presdency of Swat to 
the Cuurt, 9th, 1ith, Jan. 
1674-75, 25th Mar, 1675. 


124 


126 


Deputy President and 

Council at Surat, Quthi 

Aug. 1674 23rd Oct! { 
1674. 

General letter from Surat 

to the Court, 16th Dec 

1674 


Council at Bombay to the | 


Bombay to the Court, 
18th Jan. 1674-75. 


Regulations, 25th Mar 
1675 (Vol XXXI, No. 
2939.) 


1185—61 


Counail at Surat (to Bom- \ 
bay or the Court P), 12th | 


Ditto ditto. 


Sending Mr Henry Oxmnden as envoy to Persia 


to revive the English mterests in that king- 
dom. Dhatto, 365, 


About trade and obstruction to 1t by Euro- 
pean competition and inland wars, and 
about extending trade by establishing a 
factory at RajApur» Ditto, 366-67. 


Difficulty of carrying out projects for 
extending trade owing to want of funds, 
request to the Court repeated fc? a larger 
stock Dutts, 386-67. 


Presidcnt Aungier and the!) For went of money the enlargement dE tho 


fortifications postponed , a dangerous muti- 
ny m Captam Shaxton’s company detected 
and punished, the Captain brought to trial 
Of the three ringleaders, Corporal Fake 
was shot, the others pardoned This was 
the first oxamne of the Company exe?cising 
martialdaw, Ditto, 367-68. 


Premdent and Council’ at| Improvement of the revenuos of the island of 


Bombay by establishing a munt, farming the 
chstoms, and introducing excise duties. 
Ditto, 368-69 


Mr Aungier’s Rules and| Rules and Regulations framed by Mr. Aungier 


and his Council for the Custom House at 
Borobay , one object: of this vas, to apply one 
per cent to defray the charges of the fortifica- 
tions, Duitto, 369% 
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130 | Court to the President and} Forming a more regular sy%tem of administra- 

Council at Surat, 12th! tion at Surat and Bombay by fiung the rank 

July 1675, 8th Mar 1675-( of ther servants on the principle of sentority, 

76 by connecting the Civil nnd Mihtary Service 

in a particular way; fixmgthe pay accordmg 

tostanding mtheservice Bruce, If 374-377 

131 | President and Council at) Trade at Surat depressed fiom the wars of 

Surat to the Court, 10th,} Shiveji and the opposition of the Dutch 

26th Ort. 1675, 17th Nov| President Aungier’s report on the trade at 

1675, 6th Dec 1675, 17th,| Surat and stsdependencies Dhitu, 381 ~ 381. 

26th Jan 1675-76, 2nd 

Feb 1675-76. 

13g [President Aungrer’s Report) Regarding the Gril and Military administration 

to the Court, 1675-76. repaired for Bombay. He gives to the Cont 

an account of the different classes of the 

anhabitants of the wland of Bombay } speks 

okihe Company’s great olpect to rendir Bombay 

an emporium of trade; reconumends measires 

the encemagement of the trade of the 

wland of Bombay 3 muhes recommendatwne 

in connection with the military sermce, 
Ditto, 384 - 386. 

133 | President and Council at! 


134.{ Governor and Cgunel ati 
Bombay to the President 
and Council at Surat, 4th 


Sune 1676. Relative to the administration and trade of 


Bombay. Ditte ditto 


at Bombay, 28th Sept. 
' 1675 (Vol XXXI.No, 
2958 ) 

136 | Deptity Govémor , and! 
Council at Bombay Yo 
the Court; 26th Nov 
"167%, 8th Jan. 1¢75-76 [J 

137 { Courtete the President and 
Council of Surat, 28th 
June 1676, 25th Aug 
1676, 7th Mar. 1676-77 

188 | King Charles to the Vice-} | In consequence of wars between Shivéji and 
. ‘ the Moghal and obstruction to trade, the 

© I Court ogder to reduce the number of their 

139 | Report, of the Lords of servants at Carnapoly and Kerwer, and to 

Tradé on the petition of employ thé smallest number of suldicra to 

the East India Company, guard houses of trade; sunt three ships of 

1430 jonas with stock worth £97,000, 

orders te Bombay that charges be abndg- 

ed. Letters Patent of 6th October 1676 

obtained from the King for establishing 


Feb. 1676-77. > 
140 | Letiers Pateat granted to 
the East India Company 


ininnnemn enteseeemammneemn nenasemnameemnenene ae eee = 


1 The Letter of 10th March 1676-77 is avalable, 
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145 


14s | 


149 | 


1g@e 


‘Title and Datos Subject, 


for establsheng a mintat/] a Mint at Bombay, forty addztional ro- 
Bombay, 5th Oct 1676 crwts sent for the garrwon. Bruce, I 
(Erroneously printed 391 - 393. 

1677 ) 

(Prnted Collection of” 

Charters, page 108 ) 


Preswency of Surat to the!) Additional Chvd and Milita 
: s ee nage ry arrangements 
oe ut eon te op 6, | adopted for Bombay Messis cy and 
22nd and 238 1878 ate ~ Gytford died Mr Aungier recommends a 
77, 18th Feb 1676- a Notary to keep a register of private trade 
Deputy Governor an Trade of Surat lowered by the deprecia- 


Council at Bombay to the tion of bullion ; Surat menaced b; 
1 B76-77 3 y Shivay. 
Court, 24th Jan 1676-77, | Ditto, 400-401, 


19th Mar 1676-77 2 
( Admumstrative and defenstve measures for 
Bombay Appomtment ofa Judge for the 
island of Bombay ; encouragement to be 
78 } given to diamond meichants to settle at 
Court to the Deputy Gov- ombay , protection to weavers; supply of 


Court to the Presidency of 
Swat, 15th Mar 1677- 


erno. and Counerl at recruits to be sent, withoyt specifymg whe- 

Bombay, L5th Mar. 1677- ther they were Germans or English , good 

78 } soldiers to be promoted to small civil trusts. 
 Duatto, 407. 

Presdency of Surat to the} Death of Mr Aungier (30th June 1677) and 
Court, 1677-78, Mar to} succession of Mr Rolt to the Presidency, 
3ist Aug 1667 €1677°), and of Mr Henry QOxinden to the Deputy 
31st Dec 1667 (1077), Governorship of Boulbay Ditto, 414-15, 
loth Jan 1077-78, 6+ 
Feb 1677-78, 1th Mar 
1077-78, 8rd Apr 1678 

(Mi Hewry Oxden’s report on the state of 
Bombay, saying, among other thangs, that the 
urhabitants of the sland of Bumbay were 
numerous and of the poner classes ; prospect 

Deputy Governor and Coun- of the wlend becoming a seat ofo trade was 
culof Bombay to the Cow t, remote, commedcul and political import- 
1th Jan 1077-78 ane of Bombey was distant , difficulties of 

Ur Henry Gary, Chie? bringing 16 beyongl rats present narow u- 
Justice of Bombay do the Slugue were duly mereasing, Mi) Okinden 
Coot,Jan and Feb 1677- and Mr Gury recommend thad a supply of 
28 | at least 150 reruts should be sent every 

year; the fort was completed, except the 
eastern bastion whieh was beng fuushed 3 
no dependence could be plucd on the Portu~ 

{ guese or the A{ulitea. Ditto, 416-17." : 

Court to the President and] \"Presideney of Surat to be reduced to an Agen- 
Council of surat, Sth, Sth! | ey, trade to be decreasefl, etpupments and 
Aug 1678, 28th Feb|| stuck to be Lmited ; other reductions in ser- 
1678-79 > vantsto be made, Civil and Miltary esta- 

Court to the Deputy Gov-| {| blishments at Bombay to be reduced, Ditic, 
ernor of Bombay, 28th)] 422-424. 

Feb 1678-79. J 


Letters of 22nd Sept. 1676 and 24th Jan. and 19th Mar. 3676-77 ave available, 
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150 | Presidenov of Surat to the 
Court, 24th Sept 1678, 
19th Oct 1678, 7th Dec 
1678, 2ist Jan 1678-79, 
17th Feb. 1678-79, 5th 
Apr. 1679. 

1} Deputy Governor and 
Council at Bombay to the 


L 


a 


Court, 21st Jan 1678-79 L 


132 | Court to the President and 
Council of Surat, 14th 
July 1679, 29th Sept 
1679, 19th Mar 1679-80 

Court to the Deputy Gov- 


ernor and Council of 


153 


Bombay, 19th Mar. 1679- 
80. J 


154 
Court, 18th Nov. 1679, 
24th Jan 1679-80, 8th 
Apr 1680. 


155 | Deputy Governor and 
Council at Bombay, to 
the Presidency gf Surat} 
and to the Court, 7th, 3ist 


Dee 1079 


156 | Court to the Presidency off 
Shrate Itth July 1680, 
15th -4ug. 1680, 15th 
Mar 1080-81, 22nd, 25th] 
Apr, 1681} 

157 | Court to the Deputy Gov- 
ernor and Council a 
penteys 15th Mar. 1680- 

1. 


158 | Court to the President and 
Comeil of Surat, 18th 
Oct 1680. 


Trade at Surat depressed by the wregular 
wars and the reductiowof rank Datheulty 
of trade at Bombay, the weavers were so 
poor that without some advances manu- 
factures coulg not proceed , the duunond 
merchants could not be persuaded to settle 
at Bombay ; deaths among thu solthery 
were frequent and arnvals of recruits to 
fill up the vacancies were few. Bruco, IL 
427 - 429. 

The Cowt alarmed at a new class of inter- 
lopers restlve to continue the reduced esta- 


| blshment at Surat, send short equupments 


> and stock for Surat and Bombay and con- 
}  tmue their orders for retrenchments at Bom- 
bay and for increasing the revenues Ditto, 
433-436. 


Presidency of Suratto the} Court’s orders for reducing expenditure at 


xt impracticable; Bombay endanyoved 
from Shivdji and others having occupied 

Henery and Kenery Islands; ditheculty of 

executing the Court’s orders for reduce 

the Mihtary establishment at Bombay, Ditto, 

441 - 443, 

Revenue cannot be improved; foriiications 
cannot be discontinued; the workmea would 
leave the island of Bumbay and the cultiwa- 
tion of the land would cease; Cvurt's orders 
for redueing expenditure were complied with, 
éxcept allowances for table money. Ditto, 
441-444, 

Court’s mstructions to Surat on intelligence 
of a large fleet fitting im the Baltic for the 
East Indies Equipments of 1500 tons 
(three ships) with stock worth £155,000 for 
Surat and its Dependencies Dinmond 
purchases not to be regarded as private 
trade, but gs a branch of tho investment, 
pepper, turmeric, to be kept matore In 
the event of ¢he President coming to 
Europe, Mr Child was to succeed lum ; but 
as agent only Durected not to employ 
force to expel Shivaji and the Sidi from 
Henery and Kencry islands The Deputy 
Governor of Bombay censured fur not 
calling upon the Company’s ships to assist 
*m_ preventing the enemy taking possession 
of these islands, mstructions given for 
future ; Captain Keigwin and soventy sol- 

|] diers segt as remforcement for Bombay 

L_ Dntto, 446-442, 


Regarding the prevention of an increase in the 


customs duties by offering a present to tho 
Moghal Governor at Surat Datto, 456. 


1 The Letter of 22nd April 1681 is available, 
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169 


Title and Date, 


Presidency ofsSurat to the! 
Court, 24th Jan 1680-81, 
lith Apr 1681. 

Deputy Governor ape 
Council at Bombay to the 
Court, 3:d Dec 1681. 

Court to the Presidency of 
Surat, 10th Feb 1081-82, 
6th Ap. 1682 


Court tothe Deputy Gov- 
ernor and Councilat Bom- 
bay, 3ist Jan 1681-82. 

Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, 231d Jan 1681-82 


Deputy Governor and 
Council of Bombay to 
the Court, 22nd Sept 
1682, 8th Jan* 4582-83 


Court tothe Presidency of 
Surat, 31st May 1683, 
20th July 1683, 14th 
Ang 1683, 6th Sept 1683, 


ltth Nov. 1683, 12th 
Dec 1683, 7th Apr 
16341 


Letters Patent granting! 
the Company authority 
to exercise A alty 
Jurisdiction &e , 9th Aug 
1683 

(Printed Collection of 
Charters, page eg ae 

Comnussion from the gi 
to Dr. St John to be 
Judge of the Admiralty 
Court m Inde, 6th Feb 
1683-84 

Commussion fiom the East 
India Company to Dr. St 
John, 7th Apr 1684 

Letters, Papers, Commis- 


Court autherizéd by Charter from the King 


sions, and Ingtructions 


Subject. 


Trade and revenuv of Bombay improving 


Bruee, IT, 457-58. 


Promising the survey of the island of Bombay. 


Bom. tec. Pub. Dep. Court's Letters, Vol. I. 
of 168} - 1685, 29 


», 


To conduct the enlarged trade Mr John Chil 


was appointed President at Surat with eight 
members of Council, one of whom was to be 
Deputy Governor of Bombay ; instructions to 
promote the sale of Engluh manufactures. 
Bruce, IT. 460-61. 

Orders for lnutmg the Ciml and Miltary 
chatges of Bombay toa fixed sum, Captain 
Kegwim appointed Lieutenant Ditto, 461. 

Embarrassed state of Bombay , admimstration 
of Bombay difficult for want of » direct com- 
munication frony the Deputy Governor and 
Council, from occupation of the Henery and 
Kenery islands by Shiviy. and the Moghal, 
from obstructions to trade by the Portuguese. 
and from Sambhzj1 following up the plans of 
Shivan Ditto, 472-73. . 

Heport on the state of the Island of Bombay 
Sambhdjv continued on Kenery Island, ond had 
ten or twelvo armed galivats which imter- 
rupted the trade Bombay island was hept in 
a state of constant alarm Aid and instiuc- 
tipns from the Court were required, Dutto, 
488 - 490 


to erect Courts of Judicature and establish 
Admiralty Jurigdiction im Ina The 
olyect was to enable then ,to size and 
condemn the ships of the liteiicnane, the 
President was appomted Judge Advocate 
A Judge of the Adnuralty, for Bombay, was 
appomted by the King The Cowt was 
to be held at Bombay and was to consist of 
the Judge and two merchants.” Ditto, 
496-99. 


1 Got the May July November and Apuil Letters. 
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174 


175 


178 
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from the Presidency of 

Surat, relftiaye to th 

island of Bombay, 

Report of Commussionors;} 

30th Nov. 1683, 29th,) | Captain Keigwgn seizes the Deputy Governor, 

30th Dee 1683, 1st, 5th, Mr. Ward, of ciabey and takes possession 

6th, 7th, 10th, 14th, 30th | of the island of Bombay m the name of 

Jan. 1683-84 the King Measures of Captan Kegwin 
Account of the Revolt at [ on assuming the Government of Bombay, 

Bombay, Jan Feb. Mar Measures of President Child on recerwng 

1683-84. intelligence about the revolt at Bombay 
Address from the Revol- Recovery of Bombay impeded by Inter. 

ters, and Captain Keig- lopers. Biuce, IL. 512 - 617. 

win’s letters to His 


84, 23rd Feb 1683-84 
Correspondence between! 
President Child and the} 
- Revolters, Feb. 1683-84 
(Indian Register Office ) | J 
Court to the Presidency of| Court’s plans to check Interlopers and lessen 
Surat, 18th Apr 1684,| the chargesof Bombay Commercial instruc- 
2nd July 1684.1 tions for Bombay, that one-half of their fleet 
should take in the mvestment at Bombay. 
Ditto, 522-23 
Cowt to (Bombay or Su-| Gung authorety to begin the work of drawing 
rat ?), Feb 1684 the swamps ot Bombay, for whuh proposale 
were sent wm 1675, and several aurocys were 
meade since that proposal. Anderson’s Eng- 
lish im Western India (1854), 62-3 
Report from the Secret] Secret Commuttee’s Report on the revolt at 
Committee of the East} Bombay. King’s orde: to deliver the island 
India Company to King] of Bombay to the Company Commission 
. Charles IL, 15th Aug! from the King for taking possession of the 
1684. island of Bombay Bruce, [I 523-525. 
Order under the Signs) 
I 


wm, 2jrd Aug 1684, 
Cesmmuission from the King! 
to the’*Presdent and 
Couneil of Surat and 
Bombay, 25th Aug, 1684] } Measures for recovering the island of Bombay 
Instructions from the} from the Revolters and givmg 1+ over to 
Secret Committee of the the East India Company; transfer of the 
East India Company seat of Government from Surat to Bombay. 
the Commissioners, 25t. Ditto, 520- 528. 
Ang. 1604, ¢ | 
Secret Committee to the } 
¢Presidency of Surat, 26th| | 
Sept 1684 
Comnussion to Captain Tyr- 
rel of His Mafesty’s Shy 
Phen, 28rd Oct, 1684 {J 


* Phe July Letter 1s available. 


Missing Papers.] 


AND ISLAND. 


437 


No 


187 


188 


189 


190 


Tot 


192 | Dr. 


Title and Date. 


Surat, 3rd» 15th, 24th 
Oct 1684, 20th Nov 1684, 
Tth Jan 1634-851 


Presidency of Surat to the’ 
Court, 10th, loth, 26th 
April 1684, Ist May 1684 

Presilency of Surat to the 
Secret Comnuttee, 26th 
Sept, 1684 


Captain Keigwin’s letter! , 


to the King, 15th sept. 
1684. 


Subject. 


t 
18] | Court to the Presidency off Commercial instructions to Surat = Equipment 


and stock considerable Bruce, IT. 528 29. 


{ Connection between the Revolters at Bombay 
and the Interlopers at Surat. Captun 
Keigwim sends an Agent to Sambhey tp 
negotiate a treaty for free trade with his 
dommions Captain Kergwin mentions 
this service of his to the King and reports 
that the island of Bombay 1s supported by 
its own revenues President Child and lus 
Council exerted to prepare an investment of 
Surat goods, pepper, and digo, A Factory 
established at Telhcherry Ditto; 536-37 


General letter from the| Dr St John arnves at Surat as Judge Advocate 


Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, 26th Sept 1684. 
Dr, St John, Judge at 
Swat, to Hw Majesty and) 
the Privy Council, Swat 
20th Sept 1684 

Dr St John’s Official reprnt 
on the revolt at Bombay 
Surat 23rd Sept. 1684 

(East India Papers im the 
State Paper Office, Nos 
272, 273) 


under the King’s Commussion. Ditto, 538 


Di. St John’s report on the state of the 
Company's affaus, and the partreular causes 
of the revolt at Bombay, addressed to the 
King and Counesl. Ditto, 538-39. 


Letters and Papers from} ) 


the Presidency of Surat, 
to the Company relative 
to Bombay; and Su 
Thomas Grantham’s| 
letters on the same sub 
ject, 23rd, 30th Oct. 1684, 
3rd, 12th, 29th Nov 
1684, 8th, 9th Dec. 1684, 
6th, 13th Jan. 1684-85. 

Ongmal letter from S81 
Thomas Grantham to His 
Majesty, notifyimg hus 
arrival m England with| 
Captam Keigwin as pri- 
soner, 24th July 1685, 

(East India Papers in the 
State Paper Office, Part} 
IE, No. 20 

President and Council of 
Surat to the Court, 31st 
Jan, 1684-85, 16th, 23rd 
Feb. 1684-85. 


Deputy Governor of Bom-| 


bay to theCourt, 5th Feb 
1684-85. 

St. John to His 
Majosty and to the Duke 


Surrender (19th November 1684) of the island 
of Bombay to Sir @homas Grantham and 

> redeliverysto the Presidency of Surat. Tho 
| new Deputy Governor Mr Zinzan ratafies 
the pardon, tw@ companies pf uvfantry at 
Bambay formed into three, Ditto, 840-542. 


j 


| atte measures of Presidgnt Child to procure 


1 The 3rd Oct , 26th Nov., and 7th Jam Letters are available, 
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Neo. 


183 


194 


196 


197 


198 


199 


201 


Title and Date. Subject 


of York in favour of| 
Sr Thoms Grantham, 
Bombay, 27th Jan. and| 
5th Feb 1684-85, 

(East India Papers in th 
State Paper Office, Nos! 
274, 275) 

Court to the President and 
Councd at Surat or Bom- 
bay, 28th Oct. 1685, 23rd} 
Dec. 1685, 26th Mar. 
1686 


an investment. Unsettled state of Bombay. 
Thurteen ships with large caigo of pepper 
worth Rs. 4,35,700 were sent Bruce, IT 543, 


Seat of Government deed to be transferrcd 
fiom Swat to Bombay ; large tein forcement 
of two hundred English suldvers to be sent for 

Commission to Sir John Bombay ; Company’s store to be kept un the 
Child, Ban, and Su Castle , ordas for the Internal admemstra- 

John Pde Srd Feb, J tion of Bombay. Ditto, 553 - 655, 
1684-85. 

Court to the General or; Commercial Instructions for Surat, Bombay, 
President and Council at} and Persia. Ditto, 555, 


Surat and the Deputy; 
Governor and Council at; 
Bombay to the Court, 
Qist, 28th, 30th Apr.| | Bombay not recovered from the effects of the 
1685, 9th May 1685, 27th revolt; measures in progress for umprove- 
Oct, 1685, 27th Jan, ment ; the fortifications require repairs and 
1685-86. additions; the gagrison needs recruits 
Address of the Président Disputes between Dr. 8t. John and Sir 
and Council of Surat to John Child, owing to the appointment of 
His Majesty, 27th Jan.) | Mr Vfux to be Judge for Civil actions, 
1685-86. maritime cases only going to Dr Si John, 
Dr. St. John to Sir Leolne who consequently took part with some of 
Jenkins, Secretary o the interlopers. Dutio, 564-65. 
State, 10th May 1685. 
(East Pan Papers ee 
State Paper Office, Part 
If. No. 18.) fe 
Council’s order and Procla- 
mation, 11th July 1686. 
(Fx.st India Papers In the 
State Paper Office, Part 
I. No. 21). 


Order of Council with’ annexed copy of pro- 
clamation for fecalling all English subjects 
in the service of the Native powers in India 
to retirn to Bombay or to Madras within 
six months from the publication of the pro- 
clamation. Ditto, 569. 


bay, 24th Apr. 1686, 10th 

May 1686, 14th, 28 Dujch Batavia example to be followed at Surat 
July 1686, ,25th Aug. or Bombay. Mr. Child appomted Director 
1686, 8rd Sept. 1686, 15th, General of all settlements m India. Rem- 
@2nd Oct. 1686 (Secret), forcements of troops sent to India. Com- 
6th Dec. 1686, 8rd Feb. mercial orlera to Surat to promote the sale 
and 23rd Mar. 1686-87. of English cloths and to inciease the umporta 

Sw Joim Child's Commis- of silk from Persia, Ditto, 570. 
sion to be General Presi- 


Presidencies and Forts i 
India, 22nd Oct, 1686. 
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203 
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Title and Date, 


Letters from the Presi- 
dency of Surat (to -+?), 
3rd July 1686, 3rd Oct. 
1686, 10th Fob’ 1686-87 
(Secret), 


Secret Commuttee’s letters, 
1086-87, 


General letter from the 
Presidency of Surat to 
the Court, 10th Feb. 
1686-87 

Court to the President of 
Surat and Governor and 
Council at Bombay, 13th 
May 1687, 6th, 8th June 
1687, 3rd, 8th August 
1687 (Secret), 28th Sep- 
tember 1687, 7th Jan, 
1687-88, : 


Cowt to the General and 
Council of Bombay, 11th 
Apr 1688, Ist May 1688, 
26th July 1688, 27th Aug. 
1688, 27th Sep. 1688, 
8th Ort 1688, 5th Dec 
1688, 11th Jan. 1688-89, 
1th Jan, 1688-89, 15th 
Feb. 1688-89, 22nd Fsb. 
1688-89, 19th Mar. 1688- 
89, 


207 |General and Council at 


Bombay to the Court, 
Sth Dec. 1688, 18th 
Feb. 1688-89, 7th June 
and 16th Dec. 1689, 25th 
Feb. 1689-90, 22nd June 


1690 
208 | Mr. Harms, at Surat to 


the Court, 27th Feb. 


1689-90, 28th April4690, 


§th May 1690 
pw 1185—62 


489 


Subject. 


Able measures of Sir John Child im the interests 
of the Company. He thought of avoiding 
hostilities with the Moghal, of employmg tho 
force, when arrived, to attempt the congrest 
of Silsette, and of cultivating friendship with 
Sambhdji, Bruce, II 576-77. 

Letters of the Secret Commuttee brought by the 
Ship Worcester ta Sir John Child, disclosing 
the whole of the Court’s intentions and the 
objects of the King and of the Court m sending 
the armament. Sir John Wyborne’s armval 
and his being put in possession of Bombay as 
Deputy Governor. Ditto ditto. 

Recommending the trade with China to be under 
the management of Fort st. George. Ditto,578, 


Court determine to constitute Bombay a Regen- 
cy m imitation of the Dutch at Batavia. 
Sur John Child appomted Governor General 
with control over all Settlements and Fac- 
tories, Court’s orders to com money at Bom- 
bay, and for all country ships to take passes 
from the Government at Bombay and pay 
a duty of rupee, one per ton. Commer- 
cial orders for Surat and Bombay. Ditto, 584- 


688. 

Court defermane to make Bombay the chief seat 
of tirade and power, and reluce Surat to an 
Agency Quwt appmove of the Provigwnal 
Conventwn unth the Moghal Governor of Surat 
Fortyficatwons of Bombay to be strengthened, 
and duties to be lemed to defray the changes 
Commercul inshuctrans for rendering Bombay 
the Gener al Depot of the Company's goods, Sw 
John Child and has Council ordered to_resedy 
at Bombay, Company’s Agent and Factors 
bering kept at Surat for commercial wie course, 
Ships for Ewrope were im future to clear out 
from the Port of Bombay and not from Surat. 
The Cowt order the Governor of Bombay that 
of he has made peace unth the Moyhal, he showd 
endeavour to take possession of Sdlecjte. Ditto, 
611-618, 628 - 627. 


Court’s order to occupy Silsette mpracticable, 
and the delivery of ther letteg to the 
Moghal mexpedient. Bombay acts on tho 
defensive ; did not attack the Sidi’s fidget ; 
hus fleet made severab descent on the island 
of Bombay, in which they were repulsed by 
the English troops Desertion prevailed 
among the Englsh troops. Death of Sir 
John Child and succession of Mr. Harris, 
Aurangzeb’s plurman to the Company. The 

| Sidv’s fleet and army mvade Bombay and 
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Title and Date. 


Moghal, Feb. 1688-89. 


Subject, 


take possession of Mdhim, Mazgaon, Sion ; 
the Governor and the garrison were besieged 
in the town and the Castle, In the midst 
of these events, Court’s recommendations 
to improve the revenues of the island of 
Bombay could not be carried out Tho 
revenues and trade of Bombay were depres- 
sed, Bruce, II, 644, 


910 | General and Council to the | Difficulties connected with the withdrawal of 


211 | Court to the Presidency of 


212 


216 


Deputy Governor of 
Bombay, 7th June 1689, 
26th Dec 1689, 22nd 
June 1690. 


Bombay, 3lst Jan. 1689- 
9 


Court to the Presidency of 
Bombay, 1st, 18th May 
1689, llth Sep. 1689, 
14th Mar, 1689-90. 

(Commons’ Journaly, Vol. 
10, pages 345-347 ) 


Court tothe Presidoncy*of 
Bombay, 3rd Oct. 1690 
Couxt to fhe Presidency of 

Surat, 18th Feb. 1690-91. 


Presidency of Surat and 
the Governor of Bombay, 
to the Court , and corre- 
spondence between Surat 
amd Bombay, 30th Jun, 
1690, 30th Dec. 1690, 
lth Jéh. 4690-91, Oth, 
25th Feb, 1690-91. 


From the East India Com- 
pany*to the “Portuguese 
ee 18th Mar, 1691- 

2. 


(Hast Indi Papers in the 
State Paper Office, Part 
IT. No. 22) 


the Sidisfrom Bombay. Dntto, 665- 667. 


‘When tho accounts reached England of Bom- 
bay having been blockaded by tho Sidi’s 
fleet, and that Fort St George was threaten- 
e@ with a siege, the interlopers touk advan- 
tage of the tres to attempt to carry out 
their wishes of becoming themselves a new 
Company on the separate Jomt Stock; tho 
present misfortunes were ascribed by them to 
the § Misconduct’ of the Court of Directors. 
The Houso of Commons resolved, on tho 
application of the mterlopers, to have a now 
Company and a new Jomt Stock and to 
establish it by an Agt of Parliament. Com- 
mercial and other instructions from tho 
Court to Bombay to raise the revonue, with 

a, view to establish Independent Power im 
India ; to render the Port of Bombay of 
commercial consequence to the Europeans 
and Natives; to complete the dry-Dock and 
enlarge the harbour. Ditto, 73 -83, 

Court’s commercial instructions to Bombay 
and Surat. Appomtment of Mr Harns tu 
succeed Sir John Child as Governor and 
of Mr. Vaux to be Deputy Governor of 
Bombay ; fortifications of Bombay to be 
improved ; aremforcement of 150 soldiers 
sent to Bombay. Ditto, 86-89, 

Mr Vaux and Mr. Cooke having died Mr, 
Weldon was appoimted Deputy Governor of 
Bombay. Mr. Welgon’s report on the state and 
affaws at Bombay and the measurea required to 
place it in @ respectable state of defence, The 
Jesuits lant at Bombay seized for having 
assisted the’Sidi in his invasion at Bombay. 
The Moghal agrees to pay the English 
Rs. 80,000 as a compensation for the guods 
plundered Auring the war. Ditto, 93-96. 


Answer of the East India Company to the 
Memorial of the Portuguesa Envoy 
relative ,to the mulitary services of the 
Portuguese inhabitants of tho iland of 
Bombay. Ditto, 105. 


Missing Papers.] 
AND ISLAND 491 


No Title and Date. Subject. 


117 | Court to the Presidency of} Measures for mcreasing the Mahtary Establish. 
Bombay and Surat, 18th) ment at Bombay. Bombay agun made the 
May 169%, 25th Sep.{ chief seat of Government Mr. Harris con- 
1691, 29th Feb. 1691-92 | firmed am Governor on £300 a yen to carry 
out the measnres for fortifyng Bombay 
Court approve of the sezure of Jesmts’ Innds. 
Increase of revenue deemed necessary Equip- 
ments of this season consisted of five Inyo 
ships, two or thice of them beiny for Bombay 
Rs 40 were to he paid for the Company’s 
passes Bruce, ITI. 103-107 
( President Harris and Council reported to be 
taking etlectual measures to soize on and to 
Surat to the Court, 19th prevent the appearance of vessels of mtor- 
June 1v91 lopers Bombay defenceless from the re- 
19 | Deputy Governor and!4 duced state of the gamison Coramercial 
distress of the Presidency Disputes be- 
tween the Deputy Governor,Council, and the 
Govgrnor about precedency and being attend- 
ed with ensigns ofaugnity Ditto, 117. 
ommercial mstructions for the seasun 1692-93 
Orders to suspend the Deputy Governor 
Mr Vaux of Bombay, ordeis to the Surat 
President not to leave Surat to go to Bombay 
untu further orders. Ditto, 123. 
Representing the crrcumstances of Bombay and 
intimatmg the prevention of the revival of 
Courts of Admiralty and Judicature at Bom- 
bay by the dofenasless state of the Bombay 
garmson. Ditto, 128, 


New Charter granted to the East India Com 
pany by “Willam Ill. and Mary Ditto. 
33. 


18 | President and Council at 


Court, 27th Oct. 1691, 
28th Jan, 1691-92 


Surat, lst April 192. 


21 | Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, ith Jan. and jth 
Feb, 1692-93. 


22 | Letters Patent, 7th Oct, 
1693 
(Printed Collection of 
Charters, page 141 ) 
23 | Letters Patent, 11th Noy. 
1693 
(Pnated Collection of 
Charters, page 152 ) 


Renewal of the Charter Ditto, 135 


| Letters Patent, 28th Sep 
(Prntod Collection of 7-4 PFoviso added to the Charter Dito, 158 
Charters, page 169 ) 

Court to the Presidency of 
Surat and the Lieu- 
tenant General and Go- 
vernor of Bombay, 1st, 
24th May 1693, 27t 
Oct, 1698, 3rd Jan. 1693. 
94 


Pwd 
ou 


Sur John Goldesborough appointed General n 
India, and Sir John Gaye: Lieutenant-Gene- 
raland Governor of Bombay. Military m- 
structions for Bombay The Governor was 
ordered notaocomply with the Portuguese 
demanf for customs at Thiya and Kaianja; 
and- to keep up. the gadrison to two com- 
pamies of European mfantry, for which 120 
recruits were to be sent on the ships of tho 
season ; and to see that the auxuhary Native 
soldiers were as manyef thomecf tho samo 
caste as he could engage. Ditto, 140. 


4 Letters of 27th Oct. and 3rd Jan. arc availible; 
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226 | Sir John Gayer’s instruec-' Probably Cowt’s mstructions to him Bruce, 


227 


223 


230 


231 


wo 


BE 


tions, 26th May 1695 

Court tu the General, Pre-i 
sidcnt and Council at 
Bombay and Sura, 6th 
June 1694, 6th Maach 
1694-99. 


Su John 
160 J-95 


Crryer’s report, 


| 


Genaial and Corneil a 
Bombay to the Court! 
3rd Oct 1694, 11th, loth 
Feb. 1694-95 | 

President and Council at, 
Surat to the Court, 15th} 
Nov 1684, 8th Dec 1694 


JIT 140 

Plan for the correspondence with the Court and 
appointment of a Secreb Committee for ship- 
ping allorders sent to India should he signed 
by the Governor, Deputy Governor, and 
twolve Dnectors Commercial orders for 
Surat and Bombay for the season Cunrt’s 
anxiety to meet the public wishes for mercas- 
img the export of British woollens Ditto, 
160. 

Ou the state of afarrs et Bombay. He arrived 
at Bombay on the 17th May 1694, he found 
the Company's Government and trade m a 
muserable condition, the icverue hal fallen 
from 62,500 to 17,000 Xeraphauw, and the 
Prinerpul source of vt the cocoanut trees fiom 
bemg totally neglected had yelded a snall 
sum only, the garrison was weak, only one 
hundred Enghsh Dutch and French soldiers. 
Su John Gayer determined to mude Bombay 
the centre of the English tude on the west of 
dndia Ditto, 164 

( At Bombay and Suiat comme: cruel proceedings 

fotiered by the magnitude of debt and the 
uu of stock  Cunipany’s creda lwered 
by the wnduct of Mi White the snterloper. 
urent debts and we it of stock cavsed dyfi- 
culfses  Insteo ¥ of receavena ergis lihhs of 
aupees from Bombay, the Surat Presidency 
< recewe only thice aid a half (dp) lakhs. 
The Company's delt at Surat anaunts to 20 
\ Udhhs of rupees Dutto, 167 


Court to the General at, Commercial orders for Surat and Bombay , the 


Bombay and the Presi- 


Bombay fortifications to be strengthened, 


dem. andCounce'l at Surat,'.an Engineer sent to direct this service, a 


13th Sept 1695,18th Dee! 
1695 


General and Council at! 
Bombay to the Court, 
28th May 1695, 5th June: 
15905, 3rd, 2¥th Dee! 


1695, Srd Feb 1695-96,; 


18th mar 1695-96 | 
Generai and Couneil at! 
Bombay to the Presi- 
dency of Surat, 30th 
Sept. 1695, 29th Oct 
{695, 8th, 19th Nov; 
1695 ' 


Sn Johp Gayer to the Mo 


i 


ghal, 16th Nov 1095 | 


| 
| 
| that the princrpal magazme on the west of 
4 


remforcement of 70 soldiers sent ynder a 
Ineutenant Ditto, 183, 


In consequence of an alarm of R4m Réja’s 
troops, the Dutch and French fortutied 
their factur.es, and Sir John Gayer sent 
twenty topasses with arms and aramunition , 
from Bombay, tor the defence of the 
factory at Surat Surat President proposes 


India should be at Bombay under the! 
protection of the Castle and its garrison. 
The Moghal Governor at Surat seizes the | 
Company’s factory ou a large imterloping 
ship becomimg a pirate and capturmg vessels 
conveying Mahomedan pilgrims Eng! 
trade ai Surat ata stand Sur John Gayer 
offers to be responsible for the safety of 
the pilgrims between Surat and Mokha 
He i alarmed for the safety of Bombay 
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236 


237 


238 


239 


240 


President and Council of 
Surat to theCourt, 29th 
Apmnl 1695, 13th May 
1695, 10th April 1695-96 

Presidency of Surat to the 
General and Couneil of 
Bombay, ith Sept 
1695, 12th, 25th, 30th 
Oct, 1695, 12th, 30th 
Nov. 1695, 22nd Dec. 
1695. 

President of Surat to the 
Movhal, Jan, 1695-96. 


Court to the Gonoral and 
Council at Bombay, 4th 
May 1696, Ist, 17th July’ 
1696, 7th, 27th Aug. 
1696. 


493 


Subject, 


itself, owing to the harsh treatment of pas- 
sengers in the Moghal’s ship having ex- 
asperated the inhabiiants as well as the 
Moghal, and owmg to Bombay Island 
not bemgin a stiuation to make a proper 
defence, the garmson bemg reduced to 110 
Europeans, and even this small force being 
sickly. A Vakil Issa Cooly, is sent with a 
present to the Moghal to vindicate the Com- 
pany and to solicit a phirman. Miltary 
establishment at Bombay from the low state 
of the revenue to be farther reduced; 
the outforts also reduced to five M4him, 
Sion, Siwri, Mdzgaon, and Warli; a battery 
on each side of Malabar Hill is proposed to 
be erected. Bruce, III, 174-196. 


Approvifig Sir John Gayer’s measures for 
the release of President Annesley and his 
Council at Surat; orderung Bombay to be 
made the principal magazine of the Company’s 
treasure and stores. Informing Sir Soba 
Gayer that the Company would have been 
established by an Act of Parhament, but for 
the Parhament’s Resolution to raise 
£2,500,000 to meet the expenses of war by a 
Land Bank. Ditto, 200-205. 


Geuveral and Council at,) 


Bombay to the Court, 
Ist, 10th June 1696, 22nd 
July 1696, 15th Oct. 
1696, 15th Jan. 1696-97, 


19th Feb, 1696-97, 46h| | Obstruction from pirates and interlopers. 


March 1696-97. 

President and Council at 
Surat to the Court, 19th 
June 1696, 4th Aug 
1696, 3rd Sept. .1696, 
20th Nov. 1696, 5th, 15th 
Dee. 1696, 15th Jan 
1696-97, 6th Feb.1696-97 
19th Mar. 1696-97. 


Sir John Gaye again offers to arrange to 
convoy thespilgrims to Mokha Company’s 
ships taken by pirates. Reduced situation of 
the garrison at Bembay, Dytto, 267-215. 


Court to the General and} Court’s <nstructions regarding trade. Apply 


Council at Bombay, 16th} | 


April 1697, 1st Sept. 
1697, lst Oct. 1697, 5th 
Feb. 1697-98, 10th Mar 
1697-98. 

Court to the President 
and Council of Surat, 
93rd April 1697, 10th 
Mar, 1697-98. 


to the King to send aforceé to the Rast 
Indies to destroy the piraves, so harmful to 
; the contmuance of the East India trade. 
Equipments to Bombay of two ships to Le 
increased to ten, Cour}’s instructions for 
the separate administration of Bombay and 
Surat. Court fix the value of money comed 
atthe Bombay and wther settlements, 


‘J Ditto, 222 - 227, 
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4 


243 |General and Counal at!) Affairsat Bombay and Surat and their De 
Bombay ,to tho Court. pendencies, continue precanous ; oppres- 
lth Ajrd 1697, 10th} | sion of Moghal Govemnurs; probability of 
May 1697, 30th Oct. Civil wars on Aurungzeb’s death ; merens 
1697, 30th Nov. 1697 of piracies ; Sur Juhn Gaye and the Sura 
15th, 1sth Dec. 1697, President recommend to the Court to mak 


12th, 25th, 26th Jan. an application to the King for a Com 
1697-98, 20th, 23rd Feb sion to apprehend the pirates The em 
1697-98, 10th Mar barrassments of the ume make trade diffi 
1697-98. cult. Hazardous state of Bombay, S 
244 | President and Council John Gayer reporting the means of defen 
Surat to the Court, gn and the resources to be unequal; garrisy 
2ist April 1697, 4th Ma: weak; trade exposed to heavy duties: 
1697, 12th Jan. 1697-98, Pepper trade at Anjengo eqaally precariou 
12th, 14th Feb. 1697-98{j Bruce, ITI. 223-240, 


